
Leader: 
Let us proclaim the name of the Lord;

and ascribe greatness to our God!

All: 
Lord, your work is perfect.
And all your ways are just.

Let Your voice be heard today                            
by all the nations!

O God, Judge of the nations,                            
put fear into our hearts        

so that we may know that we are only human.
Father, the whole of creation groans                                                          

and labours to be delivered from the bondage of corruption,                              
into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

Lord Jesus, send forth Your Spirit of Truth                                                           
and let this Spirit prove to ‘the powers that be’                                            

how wrong they are about sin, righteousness and judgment.
O Lord, declare the power of your works to                                                         

Your peoples and let us be filled with the knowledge of                                 
Your glory as  the waters cover the sea.

Gather us, O Lord, in Your Name                                                                    
and may all worship the One True God. Amen.

(A prayer composed from  various Scripture  verses of the Bible) 

A prayer for our nation

Dear People of God,

We celebrate the 58th anniversary of Malaysia 
Day with a spirit of patriotism, taking pride in 
the theme, which is the same as last year’s —  
Malaysia Cares (Malaysia Prihatin). This is 
both timely and appropriate especially during 
this time of the COVID-19 pandemic, when 
so many Malaysians from the various races, 
cultures, ethnicities and religions have stepped 
up to render assistance to fellow Malaysians 
in need.

How can we, as Christ’s followers and as 
Malaysians, make the slogan Malaysia Cares 
a reality and practise it in our daily lives? We 
know for certain that the formation of our 
character begins in the family. Parents are the 
first and primary educators of children. There-
fore, they are responsible for instilling a caring 
attitude in their children through family life 
and later inculcating in them the values suit-
able to the context of social life in a pluralistic 
Malaysia.

To be able to shape and develop a caring 
Malaysian nation, it is our responsibility as 
church ministers, community leaders and po-
litical leaders to be exemplary role models 
who will inspire society and the community 
with the right values and attitudes to be up-
standing citizens, and to instil a sense of pride 
in our identity as a multi-racial, multi-cultural 
and multi-religious nation which respects and 
accepts others as they are.

We are proud to live in Malaysia with all the 
various religions and ethnicities. For us to have 
a sense of belonging, we look to our political 
leaders to ensure a peaceful and harmonious 

atmosphere where people will live together, 
respecting and accepting one another without 
prejudice. On that same note, these leaders 
must also focus on distributing the country’s 
wealth fairly and equitably to all states in the 
federation of Malaysia, especially to the states 
that are in dire need.

It is not easy to nurture a caring attitude, a 
spirit of goodwill and sense of belonging in a 
pluralistic society. If the leaders do not govern 
with a sense of justice and fairness and are not 
attentive to the welfare of all people, then the 
feeling of dissatisfaction will cause tensions 
and jeopardise future generations. All Malay-
sians must feel that they belong, since only 
then will they feel safe and be able to be con-
cerned about the welfare of others, caringly 
and willingly participating in efforts to build 
society and the country for the common good.

In addition to the welfare of the people, 

what is the extent of our concern for the wel-
fare of God’s creation? Climate change and 
global warming is worsening day by day. As 
a result, natural calamities are happening not 
only abroad but also in our own country. Are 
we mindful and concerned enough for this 
earth, our dwelling place and common home? 
Are we sensitive and willing enough to get 
involved in campaigns to protect our earth 
from being destroyed? As caring Malaysians, 
we need to realise that as long as we live on 
this earth, we all have a mission to contribute 
to and fight for harmony between people and 
God’s creation.

Dear caring Malaysian brothers and sisters, 
we are certainly aware that our lives are only 
temporary. We are created by God our Father 
and will someday return to Him who created 
us. As long as we live on this earth with our 
fellow human beings and God’s creation, we 
will be judged according to how we cared for 
and carried out our responsibilities to the na-
tion, the people and our common home, in 
short, all of God’s creation, which has been 
entrusted to us to care for and manage care-
fully, justly and wisely. 

As we celebrate Malaysia Day, may the 
theme Malaysia Cares instil within us the 
awareness, motivation and ability to always 
care for each other and for God’s creation.

Happy 58th National Day

+ Rt Rev Datuk Cornelius Piong DD
Sept 8, 2021

What good is it, my brothers, if 
someone says he has faith but does 
not have works? Can that faith save 
him? If a brother or sister is poorly 
clothed and lacking in daily food, and 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace, 
be warmed and filled,” without giving 
them the things needed for the body, 
what good[a] is that? So also faith by 
itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

James 2:14-17
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Listening to the 
faithful: Vatican 
releases Synod 
Preparatory 
Document

P11

52nd International 
Eucharistic 
Congress:
Christ is with us 
in the Eucharist

KENINGAU: Bishop Cornelius 
Piong has called on leaders to be 
exemplary role models who will 
inspire everyone to be upstand-
ing citizens.

In his Malaysia Day message released 
Sept 8, Bishop Datuk Cornelius Piong 
of Keningau called for all Malaysians to 
have a sense of pride in their identity as 
citizens of a multi-racial, multi-cultural 
and multi-religious nation which respects 
and accepts others as they are.

He then went on to remind our leaders 
to be fair in the distribution of the coun-
try’s wealth and to ensure that everyone 
is treated equitably.

He said that it is vital that everyone, 
irrespective of race, religion or ethnicity, 
feel a sense of belonging to the nation. 
He warned that this is only achievable if 
leaders govern with fairness and justice 
and are attentive to the welfare of all.

As Malaysia Day falls during the 
month-long Season of Creation, Bishop 
Piong urged everyone to commit towards 
saving this planet that God created for us 
and for future generations.

He ended his message by urging eve-
ryone to always care for each other and 
for God’s creation.
l See right for the full text of the message

Malaysia Day Message from the Bishop of Keningau

Make Malaysia 
Cares a reality
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The Cross as the weapon in following Jesus
For many of us, our Catholic faith jour-

ney can be summed up in three ways, 
that is to Pray, Pay and Obey. We say some 
prayers, offer donations and faithfully obey 
all the teachings of the Church. One could 
be satisfied with these, claiming one’s 
following of Jesus is true and complete. 
However, they may not be sufficient when 
we look at the readings in today’s liturgy, 
which points to a crucial question by Jesus 
to his disciples — the way of discipleship. 
Jesus gives us three messages today. 

Who do people say I am? 
In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah 
brings to us the song of the suffering serv-
ant of God, showing the freedom of the 
servant from those sufferings. This is a 
proclamation of the coming of Jesus some 
700 years later, bringing freedom from 
foreign powers, liberation from paganism 
and the return to the right path of worship 
of the Jewish nation. This is considered an 
accomplishment in the coming of Jesus 
among us. You and I are waiting anxiously 
to see and touch Jesus Christ the Messiah, 

who brings us liberation from all the dif-
ficulties of life. It is Christ, the Anointed 
One, Who brings us healing grace. In Mark 
8:27, Jesus asks Peter and the other disci-
ples, “who do you say I am?” What would 
your response be? 

Jesus is asking this question in Caesarea 
Philippi, historically a pagan area and the 
place where the temple Augusteum, dedi-
cated to Caesar Augustus, is built. This 
place was used for pagan worship of the 
harvest god Pan during the time of Jesus 
and the power of the Roman Empire. The 
Jewish people needed freedom from this 
worship and wanted to return to the path of 
holiness. This would only prove possible 
through the passion, death and resurrection 
of Jesus. Jesus makes the first prediction of 
his passion here, “the Son of man is des-
tined to suffer….” Mk 8:31. At this point, 
Peter and the disciples look lost.

True Identity of Jesus
This is only possible with the walk of 
faith, as the first witnessing church of 
Christ, says St James, the brother of Je-

sus. He says, “faith by itself, if it does not 
have works, is dead”. This is where we 
need to see and hear words of encourage-
ment, giving love and life to the people. 
The identity of Jesus as the “Christ”; “the 
anointed” one, clearly points towards the 
two glorious Old Testament kings David 
and Solomon through whom God saved 
His people. The messianic action of the 
“anointed” person will now continue in 
Jesus through his passion, death and res-
urrection. It is the resurrection of Jesus 
that gives us faith and builds up the body, 
the first church community of Christ (first 
century).

“Take up your cross and follow me”, 
says Jesus to Peter and his disciples. Jesus 
is offering himself in his passion, death 
and resurrection which is beyond Peter’s 
understanding. Peter is not willing to lose 
anything in Jesus. When Peter stopped 
Jesus, Jesus rebuked him saying “Get be-
hind me Satan” (v.33), implying that Pe-
ter wasn’t walking the way of God and he 
had the wrong vision, purpose and way. 

Which way? Peter’s profession of faith 
and the first prophecy of the passion of 
Christ both took place while on the way 
to Jerusalem. Note that the two healing 
miracles, i.e., those of the deaf man and 
the blind man, both pointed towards the 
presently blurred vision and understand-
ing of Peter and others. They see and 
yet don’t see; they remain “blind” on the 
way. Power, position, prestige and ben-
efits were the real obstacles for the “way” 
of Jesus. Peter and the disciples were all 
along with blurred vision along the way – 

the way of discipleship. 
Do you still want to take this way of 

Jesus? If yes, then take up the cross and 
follow him. Jesus teaches us and his 
disciples today the path of victory from 
suffering, the way of the cross. You and 
I are challenged to continue discovering 
the identity of Jesus by carrying our daily 
crosses. As disciples of Jesus, especially 
during this pandemic, we are called to 
“walk the talk” in faith. 

Jesus puts forward a different invitation 
— to deny oneself and follow him. It is 
hard to forget oneself and prefer others’ 
interest. St Augustine says, what is dif-
ficult in the command, love makes easy. 
We are lost because of the love of the self. 
We are found in self-denial. The cross is 
the only weapon given to us in following 
Jesus. Only slaves used to carry the cross 
because they belonged to a master. The 
cross we carry proclaims that we belong 
to Jesus, our master. It enables us to hum-
ble ourselves to following the Master. 

Lord Jesus, I thank you for the many 
crosses in my life. Help me and give me 
the grace to continue to walk your way 
faithfully.

l Fr George Harrison is from the Arch-
diocese of Kuala Lumpur and is current-
ly preparing for further studies in Rome.

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Isaiah 50:5-9a;

James 2:14-18;
Gospel: Mark 8:27-35

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings
with Fr George Harrison

Over the years, I have observed 
how children play and interact. I 
noticed that, in quite a number of 

cases, children seem to find it so much 
easier to forgive and move on. For ex-
ample, while in the midst of playing a 
game, all of a sudden, a quarrel happens 
and some children walk off in a huff say-
ing, “Hummph! Don’t want to friend 
you!” The funny thing is, after a short 
while, these children come back together 
again to play, as if the quarrel or incident 
that had just happened, had not occurred 
in the first place, or that it was nothing or 
not a big deal. Instead of allowing such 
an incident to boil over, the children 
were willing to bury the hatchet, so to 
speak, and move on.

What happens when adults get into a 
quarrel or even a fight? Are adults able 
to forgive and move on just like chil-
dren do? From my personal experience, 
I’ve observed that adults find it tough, 
or even impossible, to forgive and move 
on. Why is this so? It is because some 
of us develop a big ego or swelled-up 
pride as we grow older, and together 
with prejudice and possibly a “kiasu” or 
“don’t want to lose” attitude, we refuse 
to apologise even when we are in the 
wrong, or refuse to forgive when others 
have wronged us. Some of us may also 

have developed low self-esteem, and 
think that we are the victim and others 
are the oppressors, causing some to be 
unable to forgive.

But what did Jesus teach us about for-
giveness? Jesus simply taught us that 
forgiveness is a two-way street. In the 
Lord’s Prayer, we are reminded: “For-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.” Jesus 
even warned us, “Make every effort to 
reconcile with your adversary while you 
are on your way to the magistrate. Oth-
erwise, he may drag you off to the judge, 
and the judge may hand you over to the 
officer, and the officer may throw you 
into prison. I tell you, you will not get 
out until you have paid the very last pen-
ny.” (Luke 12:58-59). Also, we are re-
minded: “Then Peter came to Jesus and 
asked, “Lord, how many times shall I 
forgive my brother who sins against me? 
Up to seven times?” Jesus answered, “I 
tell you, not just seven times, but sev-
enty-seven times!” (Matthew 18:21-22). 
What this means is that we must learn to 

forgive others, just as we petition God 
to forgive us. We cannot expect to only 
receive forgiveness from God or from 
others, if we ourselves are stubbornly re-
fusing to forgive.

Of course, it is not easy to forgive, es-
pecially when others have hurt us badly. 
But if we recall clearly, Jesus, even on 
the cross, chose to say, “Forgive them 
Father, for they know not what they do.” 
Some of us may argue: “But Jesus is 
God, and surely that makes it easy for 
Him to forgive!” But we must remem-
ber that Jesus was also a man, and even 
in human limitations and weakness, He 
chose to show us an example by forgiv-

ing, instead of remaining hostile, hold-
ing grudges, or even keeping the bit-
terness inside. Jesus shows us that, like 
children, the issue at hand is actually not 
a big deal after all. It is we who make 
what seems to be a molehill into a moun-
tain.

So, the question is ... are we willing to 
set aside our pride, prejudice, and ego, 
and learn to forgive? Or have we become 
so entrenched in anger, insecurity, hatred 
and fear that we are easily hurt and un-
forgiving? Why do we allow ourselves to 
be snared or eaten up by unforgiveness, 
when God is offering us peace, happi-
ness and freedom when we forgive?

Ruminations

By
Fr Andrew 
Kooi

Shutterstock/NotionPic

Forgive us our trespasses 
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Inter faith groups against 
Bill restricting development 
of non-Muslim religions
KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian Consulta-
tive Council of Buddhism, Christianity, Hin-
duism, Sikhism and Taoism (MCCBCHST) 
welcomed the Law Minister’s report that no 
proposals were submitted to enact a law to re-
strict or control the development of non-Mus-
lim religions, nor had the matter been brought 
to the cabinet, it said in a statement dated Sept 8.

This was in response to an earlier announce-
ment by the deputy minister in the Prime Minis-
ter’s Department (Religious Affairs), YB Ustaz 
Ahmad Marzuk Shaary, who said that the gov-
ernment was drafting four new Syariah laws, 
including a bill on the “Control and Restriction 
on the Propagation of Non-Muslim Religions’ 
Bill. Ahmad Marzuk has yet to withdraw his 
statement, and it caused great anxiety amongst 
non-Muslims.

MCCBCHST pointed out that there are many 
flaws in Ahmad Marzuk’s statement and wished 
to remind the public that Article 11 (1) of the 
Federal Constitution gives the right to every 
person: “to profess and practise his religion 
and, subject to clause (4), to propagate it”. This 
means that every person has the fundamental 
right to practise and propagate his religion, sub-

ject to clause (4), which provides that federal 
law may control or restrict the propagation of 
other religious doctrines to Muslims, that is: “…
federal law may control or restrict the propaga-
tion of any religious doctrine or belief among 
persons professing the religion of Islam.”

Where there is no propagation of other reli-
gions doctrines or beliefs to Muslims, clause 
(4) does not apply. Where there is practise and 
propagation of non-Muslim religions amongst 

non-Muslim religions only, clause (4) has no 
application either.

The MCCBCHST also reminded the deputy 
minister that the basic structure of the Consti-
tution does not allow for a Theocratic Islamic 
State for Malaysia.

Likewise, the Association of Churches in 
Sarawak (ACS) also issued a statement on Sept 
9 expressing their surprise at Ahmad Marzuk’s 
report that a Wakaf Bill, Mufti Bill, Syariah 
Court Bill were being planned.

ACS said that as Malaysians come together to 
celebrate their 58th Malaysia Day, it considered 
this or any future attempts to introduce Syariah 
bills affecting non-Muslim religions as directly 
contravening the very spirit of the formation of 
Malaysia – where Sarawak, Sabah and Malaya 
are equal partners.

Headed by the Archbishop of Kuching, Most 
Rev Dr Simoh Poh, ACS reiterates the stance of 
YAB Chief Minister of Sarawak, the Sarawak 
political leaders and Members of Parliament, 
UNIFOR, which has consistently rejected any 
introduction of laws which would undermine or 
destroy the harmony among races and commu-
nities in Sarawak and Malaysia.

Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you, dear People of God. Caritas Malaysia celebrated the 
Feast of St Teresa of Kolkata, its patron saint. The re-
minder was to “live with our shadow, our smallness and 
our inadequacies”. September is the Nativity of Mary and 
it is also retreat time for the Malaysian clergy. Again, we 
are reminded to yield to the Holy Spirit and His prompt-
ings.

Time of the old brooms. Many were disappointed, so-
cial media was full of reactions. 
Just unbelievable! There is no change, just some shifting 
around. The same line-up, the same faces, the same in-
capable and opportunistic regulars have returned to rule. 
Where there is no truth, there is no justice. Where there 
is no justice, there is no peace. Institutional racism and 
religiosity reigns. It took a child to say “the emperor is 
naked”; now the young people, second class “pendata-
ngs” and the “Aku Anak Malaysia” video clip series are 
speaking the truth, in love and out of for beautiful Ma-
laysia. Malaysia cares, but not her institutions and lead-
ers. We must call the fake, fake. We must call a blunder 
a blunder. If we are late for an appointment, then we are 
late. No excuses. No cover-ups. No ‘sagu hati’ nor con-
solations. 
The old brooms are doing a terrible job. They can’t sweep 
clean.

Thought for the Week: Seeds Only
A woman went into a marketplace, looked around, and 
saw a sign that read “God’s Fruit Stand.” 
“Thank goodness. It’s about time,” the woman said to 
herself. She went inside and she said, “I would like a per-
fect banana, a perfect watermelon, a perfect strawberry, 
and a perfect peach.” God, who was behind the counter, 
shrugged and said, “I’m sorry. I sell only seeds.”
Something to think about: Expecting something fin-
ished or completed, expecting quick and easy perfec-
tion from anyone or anything is never realistic. Nothing 
falls ready into our lap. What we put in is what we get. 
All we can do is to daily put a little love, care, kindness, 
hospitality and quality into what we do, and we will see 
a change. 

Announcements For This Week:
1. Continue praying for the second batch of clergy, who 
will be on their annual retreat from Sept 20--24, via Zoom. 
2. Getting Ready for Re-opening of Churches for wor-
ship. 

a. Level 1: Sept 3-30, Monitoring the National COV-
ID Situation: The facts: The focus of the National Re-
covery Plan is to stabilise the economy and revive the 
livelihood of the many affected; the daily COVID-19 
situation and death rates are worrying; there are the 
fully vaccinated, the partially vaccinated and the un-
vaccinated. 
b. Level 2: Sept 19-30, Mobilising the PHTs: Ready-
ing the Parish Health Teams for new SOPs and pro-
tocols; 
c. Level 3: Oct 1, Masses Begin: Initiate church 
opening for worship with controlled gatherings, strict 
SOPs and protocols. 
d. Level 4: Unavoidable Measures: The unvaccinat-
ed and those waiting for the full dose are not permit-
ted for now. Other arrangements will be made.  
e. MJD will reverse its decision if the situation does 
not improve. 

3. Pray With the Holy Father, a 24-hour online prayer 
time organised by the Shalom World. The focus is on the 
Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intentions, with the exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament, every second Saturday of the 
month, beginning at 12 noon. https://www.shalomworld.
org/swprayer

4. Live on YouTube CHARIS Malaysia, Novena to the 
Holy Spirit (Sept 7-15 Sept nightly at 8.00pm), in prepa-
ration for Malaysia Day, which climaxes with Malaysia 
Day Mass with Bishop Cornelius Piong of Keningau on 
Sept 16 at 8.00pm. Unite in the Holy Spirit. https://www.
youtube.com/channel/UCLVJs8CPdvnuCDHu12Mt88Q/
videos
5. Join the Season of Creation programme series for 
Week 2 which begins on September 14 with the topic on 
Eating Up Our Children’s Future: How Our Food Con-
tributes to the Climate Emergency. Register using the 
Google Forms provided. https://forms.gle/KXXeFEy3j-
G3o3YSG7

This week’s Question and Query: 
The Q asks: Has Pope Francis disturbed the Catho-
lic Conservatives? (cf. Massimo Faggioli, Church in a 
Change of Era)

1. The two key words of his pontificate that appear to 
have challenged them were, the ‘poor’ and ‘mercy’.
2. His stand on the poor challenged their political 
religious identity, their neo-liberal economic culture 
and their individualistic mentality. They could not 
accept the ethical demands of Catholic morality, the 
idea of the “common good”. 
3. His stand on mercy violated the “law and order” 
mentality of the self-appointed guardians of Catholic 
orthodoxy, that the unchangeable doctrines cannot be 
contaminated by theological developments and pas-
torality of doctrine. He witnessed to the Gospel that 
continues to be a vital source of “eternal newness”.

Thank you for reading. Jesus said “do not worry about 
your life…the Heavenly Father knows”. But there is wor-
ry everywhere. When we cause another to worry, are we 
not going against God’s design? Let us continue to build 
God’s Kingdom together. 

Bishop Bernard Paul
September 10, 2021

Click here to watch the video

MJD News Update #56Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

Penang Diocese
Diary of Bishop 
Sebastian Francis
September 2021

7-15

10-12

20-24

Sept 1 - 
Oct 4

Sept 16

Sept 26

Novena to the Holy 
Spirit for Malaysia Day 
by all the nine arch/
dioceses

Annual Youth 
Convention (Mandarin) 
Legion of Mary 
Malaysia, Singapore 
and Brunei

Clergy Annual Retreat 2

Season of 
Creation

Malaysia Day

World Day of 
Migrants and 
Refugees

Highlights in 
Sept and Oct Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister’s 

Department Ahmad Marzuk Shaary. 
(Malaysiakini/Mukhriz Hazim)

https://www.heraldmalaysia.com/news/no-to-bill-on-control-and-restrictions-on-development-of-non-muslim-religions/61594/5
https://www.heraldmalaysia.com/news/acs-rejects-ruu-kawalan-dan-sekatan-pengembangan-agama-bukan-islam/61593/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVD7YAr_rcE


HERALD September 12, 2021Home4

Building bridges for 
interreligious solidarity

SEREMBAN: Promoting ongoing interre-
ligious dialogue and harmony has been a 
core feature of the Church of the Visitation 
over the years. This was further exempli-
fied when its Parish Ministry of Ecumeni-
cal and Interreligious Affairs (PMEIA) 
compiled and launched a video titled Bor-
derless Care Marks True Independence 
in conjunction with our nation’s 64th Na-
tional Day.

The 30-minute video, which took a 
month to compile, featured traditional per-
formances and salutations by representa-
tives of the major faiths in the country. The 
‘Merdeka video’ is aimed at fostering care 
among Malaysians, irrespective of race 
and religion, to reflect true independence.

Parish Priest and Archdiocesan Minis-
try for Ecumenical and Interreligious Af-
fairs (AMEIA) Ecclesiastical Assistant 
Fr Xavier Andrew said, “Our main objec-
tives were to cheer up people during this 
pandemic, as we are unable to celebrate 
Merdeka Day in person. We wanted to in-
spire people with images to show that, as 
a multi-racial, multi-religious society, true 
freedom means going beyond the bounda-
ries and borders of religion, race, colour, 
and creed. As brothers and sisters of the 
one Creator, we need to reach out and care 
for every human being.

“We also want to promote and create 
awareness for PMEIA, so that more peo-
ple in the parish will get involved in this 
ministry. People need to know that the 

ministry goes beyond just interfaith dia-
logues. We want to show that we need to 
be there for one another.”

Fr Xavier said he often comes across 
people who are uncomfortable when 
speaking about other religions and faiths. 
He shared a video on interreligious world 
talks with a fellow Catholic, and the per-
son asked, ‘Father, Jesus says ‘He is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life’ (John 14:6), 
must I also learn about other religions?’ 

To which Fr Xavier replied, “Jesus also 
said ‘Love one another as I have loved 
you’ (John 13:34), and ‘Do to others what 
you would have them do to you’ (Matt 
7:12).

“We need to understand each other bet-
ter. This pandemic has drawn us closer 
together. Regardless of our beliefs, many 
have come forward to help, show care and 
love, so my question is – ‘Do we have to 
wait for such adversities to become a car-
ing society?’”

There was also a brief message from the 
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur, Most Rev 
Julian Leow, on how, amidst daily appeals 
for provision and financial assistance, the 
heart of Malaysia beats strong with love 
and selfless giving – which aptly describes 
this year’s Merdeka theme Malaysia 
Prihatin (Malaysia Cares).  — By Gwen   
Manickam

KUALA LUMPUR: Echoing Pope Francis’ 
call for Catholics to enter into a “dialogue 
of fraternity,” the Archdiocesan Ministry 
of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs 
(AMEIA) in collaboration with Catholics 
@ Home Podcast have been producing a 
weekly series of conversations on Under-
standing World Religions. 

The second series, hosted by Fr Xavier 
Andrew, centred around an enlightening 
conversation on Buddhism that went live 
on Tuesday, August 31.

The dialogue for the evening was moder-
ated by Fr Christopher Soosaipillai, former 
head of AMEIA, who is currently the Ec-
clesiastical Assistant of Catechetics in the 
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur and the par-
ish priest of the Church of the Good Shep-
herd Church, Setapak.

President Sirisena Perera and Vice Presi-
dent Don Premaseri of the Buddhist Maha 
Vihara, Brickfields, were the presenters. 

Premaseri began by sharing the life story 
of Siddhartha Gautama, the son of a chief-
tain who abandoned his luxurious life in 
search of enlightenment and went on to be-
come Buddha. 

Fr Christopher remarked on the similar-
ity between Buddha and the life of St Fran-
cis of Assisi, who also gave up his wealth 
and took a vow of poverty.

From tracing histories and contexts for 
certain words, to specifying principles, cer-
emonies, and institutions, the conversation 
flowed gracefully between the priests and 
both the guest speakers.

Both Perera and Premaseri, who once ex-
perienced a two-week journey practicing as 
novice monks at the Maha Vihara temple, 
explained the various definitions and pre-
cepts concerning Buddhism that lay people 

practise on a daily basis. 
They spoke about the value of meditation 

taught in the Buddhist tradition, as well as 
some of the clear boundaries and ideolo-
gies which are still being applied.

Perera, who briefly explained the Four 
Noble Truths and the Noble Eightfold Path, 
said that it is ‘our response to that which 
surrounds us that often defines the degree 
of our suffering.’

The conversation on principles and prac-
tises certainly increased the awareness and 
perception of the participants about each 
other’s beliefs and practices. 

The interest and curiosity from Fr Xavier 
and Fr Christopher were apparent from 
their carefully crafted questions and how 
they were engaged in the conversation. 

There were also questions from audience 
members who were watching the live pod-
cast, which further delved the dialogue into 
other interesting Buddhist practices.

From festivals and traditions to the vari-

ous ‘schools of understanding’, from food 
restrictions to dress code when at the temple 
and even about the ‘blessed threads’ tied on 
their wrists, the dialogue that went on for 
more than an hour and focused mainly on 
principles and daily practices. 

The world today is very much in need 
of interreligious dialogue to develop new 
bonds of social solidarity, and of interfaith 
dialogue, which can be a bridge to increase 
awareness into the depths of one’s religion. 

Through the weekly series, AMEIA has 
provided a space which sparks profound 
conversations, using the tools, practices 
and communities of our own religion and 
looking around us for those who exist be-
yond our known borders of faith. 

Now more than ever, with the speed 
of communication and ease of travelling 
(which hopefully, we will soon get to en-
joy again, safely), we must work together 
to create a better world for future genera-
tions.. — By Melissa Fernando

Borderless care marks true independence

PMEIA launched a video in conjunction with our Malaysia’s 64th National Day.

Sirisena Perera and Don Premaseri share on Buddhism.

“For you were called to freedom, broth-
ers. Only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another.” – Galatians 5: 
13

The celebration of freedom or Merde-
ka is a time to encourage and remind our 
younger generations to show their pride 
for Malaysia and to love and respect one 
another, regardless of race and religion.

Although we are trapped in our homes 
as the country continues its fight against 
the COVID-19 outbreak, we must find 
ways to strengthen the bonds that hold 
us together despite the global pandemic, 
through these three approaches;

1) to love one another — the need to 
be more open towards social interac-
tion with others, especially with the 
people around us. 
2) to serve — to help the needy around 
us in any way we can.  
3) to live — to spread cheer and posi-
tivity and to take time to reflect and 
appreciate all the greatness that we 
have today.
I believe the true value of freedom and 

humanity, often taken for granted, can 
be seen and felt while also providing us 
with hope and opportunity! I definitely 
miss the pre-pandemic National Day at-
mosphere but hey, guess what I’m count-
ing my blessings, not my troubles! — 
Rosalind Michael, Church of the Good 
Shepherd, KL

Amidst this 
pandemic, we 

Malaysians have 
been trapped in 
our own homes 
for over a year 
and have not been 
able to celebrate 
and appreci-
ate the spirit of 
Merdeka. Our 
ancestors have 
fought and made 
sacrifices for our 
nation’s independence. We as their de-
scendants should celebrate our National 
Day with respect while keeping the bat-
tles and joy of our ancestors in our hearts 
and minds. We have a role not only to 
celebrate but to pass the torch of our 
Merdeka spirit to the next generation and 
keep it alive. It is our duty to instil the 
Malaysian spirit in them and teach them 
why our National Day is important and 
why we should celebrate it. — Edmund 
John, St Anne, Port Klang

Instil the 
Merdeka spirit

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzAe59OsPdI&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dfyZeQTSAtQ
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Caritas Diocese of Penang 
officially launched 

PENANG: The launch of the Caritas Dio-
cese of Penang also included a World Mis-
sion Rosary session before the Mass, for the 
wellbeing of Malaysia and the challenges 
faced by global social missionaries. 

Each decade of the Rosary was dedicated 
to a particular continent and the specific is-
sues that missionaries faced in each conti-
nent, along with five specific intentions for 
Malaysia. 

The first decade of the Joyful Mysteries 
was for the continent of Africa. The inten-
tion was that the faithful will listen to and 
obey God’s plan for the continent so that 
development, peace and justice will prevail. 

As for Malaysia, the prayer intention was 
for good leaders and good governance. 

The second decade was for the Americas 
– that there will be solidarity among the di-
verse groups of people. The decade was also 
offered for peace and harmony in Malaysia. 

The following decade was for Europe. 
Considering that Christian missionaries first 
originated from this continent, the inten-
tion was that the churches in Europe would 
experience a sense of renewed enthusiasm 
for life and missionary work. The other in-
tention was to free Malaysia from the pan-
demic. 

The fourth decade was for Asia and that 

missionaries would go about their missions 
with the utmost respect for local religions 
and cultures, all the while taking into ac-
count the fact that this continent has some 
of the oldest cultures and religious practices. 
The prayer intention for Malaysia was for 
more young people to enter into the Sacra-
ment of Holy Orders. 

The final decade was offered for the con-
tinent of Oceania and the many challenges 
that missionaries face, particularly while 
ministering in the surrounding islands. The 
intention to make Jesus known and loved in 
Malaysia was also offered with this decade. 
— By Carmel Dominic

PENANG: Caritas Diocese of Penang was 
officially launched on Merdeka Day dur-
ing the live stream 10.00am Mass at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. The Mass 
was celebrated by the Bishop of Penang 
Diocese, Rt Rev Sebastian Francis. Parish 
priest Fr Joachim Robert, priest in resi-
dence, Fr Francis Anthony and the Chair-
man of the Diocesan Pastoral Team, Fr 
Jude Miranda, were the concelebrants. 

The theme The Heartbeat of Jesus was 
chosen to inspire the people in the diocese. 
Bishop Sebastian, in his homily, encour-
aged everyone to embody the essence of 
the word caritas – which means love in 
Latin. He added that the time had come 
for us to put faith into action and to ‘go 
beyond labels’ in our journey as social 
missionaries. He emphasised that to love 
like Christ, we are compelled to go beyond 
the boundaries of race, religion, politics, 
institution, nationality, creed and ideology 
and to show compassion to those in need 
without prejudice or favour. By doing this, 
we will be keeping the heartbeat of Jesus 
alive. 

In his first official speech as head of Car-
itas Diocese of Penang, Fr Joachim said 

that the four key areas that Caritas Diocese 
of Penang would like to focus on would be 
to Connect, Collaborate, Strengthen and 
Revive the social aspect of charity with all 
the parishes in the Diocese. Caritas aims 
to be an inter-diocesan, inter-deanery, in-
ter-parish, inter-ministry body which will 
inevitably create a network among all the 
social mission arms of the diocese work-
ing together with one common mission 
and vision, which is to bring the heartbeat 
of Jesus to every aspect of the works of 
charity that we undertake. 

Bishop Sebastian and Fr Jude then un-
veiled the official Caritas banner and si-
multaneously launched the Social Mission 
Awareness Campaign which began on 
Sept 1 and will end on Oct 24. Bishop Se-
bastian then proceeded to sign a commem-
orative plaque which will be displayed at 
the Caritas head office. Each parish in the 
diocese will also be given their own Cari-
tas plaque to be displayed. 

Bishop Sebastian also presented a 
cheque in the amount of RM145,000 to Fr 
Jude Miranda to be distributed equally to 
all 29 parishes to initiate the establishment 
of Caritas in each parish. Bishop ended 

the Mass by commissioning missionaries, 
both the layman and clergy, to go forth and 
be the heartbeat of Jesus. 

In January 2020, the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Malaysia unanimously 
decided to establish Caritas Malaysia to 
further promote its mission of charity and 
strengthen the social-pastoral mission of 
the Church by enabling every member of 
the Church to be active and caring towards 
all creation — particularly the poor and 
the marginalised. The time had come to 
work as one Malaysian Church, to bring 
all charity works of the Church under one 
united body with a shared visual identity, 
one organization and one mission to bear 
witness to God’s love in public spaces. 

The setting up of Caritas is intended 
to bring together the existing Offices of 
Human Development (OHD) and related 
commissions, which work in the service 
of the poor and marginalised in the vari-
ous dioceses. Therefore, it will not be a 
parallel structure but will integrate exist-
ing offices and services to strengthen our 
capacity, collaborate, and be systematic 
in the way we do charity. — By Carmel 
Dominic

World Mission Rosary prayed for all

Bishop Sebastian Francis together with Fr Jude Miranda and Fr Francis Anthony unveiling the Caritas Diocese of Penang banner.

United in our 
diversity

KANGAR: Fr Francis Xavier Selvarajoo 
celebrated the 38th anniversary of his sac-
erdotal ordination on August 31 with Mass 
at the Church of Our Lady of Fatima.

The 64-year-old priest was born on 
Merdeka Day in Penang. Being the oldest 
son in a family of ten, he chose to be or-
dained on Aug 31 as his humble and fitting 
gift of thanksgiving to his parents, Mr & 
Mrs Selvarajoo, for it was also their wed-

ding anniversary. 
His ordination was at the Church of 

Christ the King, Sungai Petani.  
“Indeed, I take this memorable occasion 

to sincerely express my heartfelt gratitude 
to each and every one of you for your 
goodness in helping make me what I am 
today. You truly have decorated my life for 
the greater glory of God!”, said Fr Francis 
Xavier. 

Fr Francis Xavier celebrates 
38 years as a priest

I am still able to keep the Malaysian 
spirit burning bright despite the pan-

demic by taking time to learn the his-
tory of our independence. I now know 
how hard our ancestors fought for our 
land and how much effort it took. It has 
helped me to truly know the meaning of 
Malaysia. Additionally, despite learning 
through text, there are a multitude of 
films and videos surrounding the theme 
of Merdeka and Malaysia as well. These 
are also really effective ways for me to 
feel that Malaysian spirit. — Matthaiz 
Risob Jeffrey, Kuching

This pandemic has pushed us into a so 
called new-norm where there is no in-

teraction with others and no physical fel-
lowship. Yes, this year’s celebration won’t 
be the same as last year’s, but we still have 
an opportunity to celebrate our Independ-
ence day with our loved ones through 
Zoom calls, google meet ups, and activities 
that encourage learning about our inde-
pendence and more. We don't know when 
this bio-war will come to an end but only 

the hope in Lord Jesus 
is keeping us striving 
forward. Build unity in 
diversity to reflect the 
true multiracial, mul-
tireligious and mul-
ticultural realities of 
Malaysia. — Monica 
a/p Peter, Church of 
Visitation, Seremban

Malaysia Day is 
ingrained in the 

spirit of unity and 
solidarity among the 
people so they will 
never give up but 
have very strong 
hope for our nation 
to be free from this 
crisis caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
The spirit of togetherness, regardless of 
our different backgrounds and faiths, to 
work together to win this war by breaking 
the chain of the COVID-19 transmission. 
— Cham Chiao Wen, Sandakan

Before this pandemic we celebrated our 
National Day in public. But unfortu-

nately, we can't celebrate our National Day 
publicly at the moment 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. However, we 
can still fly the flag in our 
houses. We can still cel-
ebrate with our friends 
and family though with 
strict SOPs. Happy Na-
tional Day! — Jacob 
Anderson a/l Samy Das
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Helping individuals with 
autism during the pandemic

KUALA LUMPUR: Some might have the 
mistaken notion that the Infant Jesus Sisters, 
many of whom are well past retirement age, 
spend their time in the convent in prayer and 
going about their daily chores. This is far from 
true, as the Sisters remain active in community 
work and their services are very much needed, 
especially during this time of pandemic.

Thanks to the IJ Sisters, the picture looks 
much brighter, after months of uncertainty, 
for the families in Kampung Pasir in Serem-
ban, where the pandemic became a reality. 
Some people were just careless, going about 
without masks, not following SOPs and tak-
ing life for granted. Little did they realise that 
they would soon become victims of the much-
feared COVID-19. Five families, consisting 
of 12 students who are studying at the Infant 
Jesus Learning Centre (IJLC), were infected 
and had to be quarantined — some at home 
and some at government quarantine centres at 
Port Dickson and Tampin. For the Sisters who 
were living in their midst, there was always a 
fear of being infected too. 

At IJLC, the Sisters reached out to the fam-
ilies of their students by giving regular pro-
visions, fresh produce and packed food. The 
items were from kind donors and the Sisters 
also catered packed food from a single moth-
er, thus helping her financially, as well as 
feeding the families affected by COVID-19. 
Many of those affected had no jobs or income 
and were truly suffering as they were quaran-
tined and not allowed out of their houses to 

purchase anything. 
“We want to thank God for the many kind 

people who regularly donate dry provisions 
and cash to the Kampung Pasir Centre, know-
ing for sure that they would be distributed to 
those in need. We also want to praise God as 
there were no casualties. All those who were 
quarantined have returned home cured and 
well,” said Sr Henrietta, who was ably assisted 
by IJLC coordinator, Elizabeth Chong.

Likewise, the Infant Jesus Sisters in other 
mission areas have been reaching out to their 
neighbours, especially those infected with 
COVID-19. This is apparent for those living 
in the flats both in Selayang and Desa Men-
tari where the living conditions are worse – 
crowded, with no space for the children to run 
about as all the schools are closed for many 
months. Foreign workers are another group 
who are not cared for and many of them have 
been jobless, without any income for their 
families. Sr Bertha Antoni offers assistance to 
those living in and around Selayang while Sr 
Stella Michael reaches out to the community 
in Desa Mentari flats. The Sisters have turned 
their places into centres for distribution of pro-
visions and food items.

Sr Mary Theresa Chua, the IJ Provincial 
based in Bukit Nanas, said that she was re-
minded of the time when the tsunami occurred 
many years ago and people were asking, 
“God, where are you in all of these happen-
ings?” I realised that the question we need to 
ask God is, “How can we walk together?”. In-

cidentally, at that time, the parish priest of the 
Church of the Visitation in one of his homilies 
reminded the parishioners that “We do not ask 
God why this happened, rather, we ask what 
can we do in this situation.” This message has 
stayed with me throughout the years and now 
especially during this pandemic, we continue 
to ask, “What is the little that we can do to help 
those who are suffering from this pandemic, 
especially the poor and the needy around us 
…”

“While some of our Sisters on the ground 
are involved closely with the community sur-
rounding them, the rest of us in the Province 
are doing the little we can to help and praying 
for Divine intervention in this pandemic,” she 
added.

PETALING JAYA: During this pandemic, 
much attention has been given to the new poor 
and on issues pertaining to mental health. How-
ever, there are other groups requiring attention 
too, such as individuals with autism. 

In an interview with HERALD, founders of 
J8 Autism Athletics, Joel Antony and Rodney 
Joseph Ng, spoke about how parents and car-
egivers can help individuals with autism, es-
pecially during lockdowns. Both of them are 
parishioners of the Church of St Ignatius in 
Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

Founded in August 2019, J8 Autism Athlet-
ics uses sporting activities to help individuals 
with neurodevelopmental disabilities improve 
their motor coordination, proprioception and 
core strength. Examples of neurodevelopmen-
tal disabilities are autism, Down Syndrome 
and cerebral palsy. The sessions conducted by 
qualified coaches, known as ‘Adapted Fitness’, 
are administered on a one-on-one basis and 
in a group setting at various locations. Before 
physical sessions were discontinued due to the 
pandemic, J8 Autism Athletics had around 30 
clients between the ages of 7 and 29.

“Individuals with autism are highly attuned 
to routine. Therefore, if their daily routine is not 
planned in advance, it would affect them in a 
big way,” says Rodney.

“And if we don’t see them for a long time, 
we see their progression regressing. They can 
go back to square one after a hiatus,” he added. 

Individuals with autism require a lot of 
physical prompts and guidance. However, this 
is difficult to administer during lockdowns 
since there are no physical sessions. To address 
this, J8 Autism Athletics have started offering 
virtual lessons such as follow-along exercises 
like aerobics and body weight exercises that 
require minimal equipment. Apart from virtual 

lessons, parents also have a vital role to play in 
their child’s progress. Joel offers three pertinent 
pointers for parents and caregivers.

“The first thing we must understand is that 
we cannot prescribe a treatment for autism as 
each treatment is individualised. Therefore, it 
is vital for all the teachers, such as the sensory 
teacher and sports teacher, to communicate ef-
fectively with the parent who has now assumed 
the role of teacher during the lockdown,” says 
Joel.

“Parents must know how to manage their 
child. For example, if the child has a bad habit 
of licking his hand, the parent must know what 
to do. This is new for many parents and many 
of them struggle with it as they need to manage 
their jobs as well. However, they must play an 
active role in their child’s development, or their 
child will regress.”

“Secondly, it is important to create a predict-
able routine. Once there’s predictability, there 
will be productivity. Individuals with autism 
are highly anxious people. Therefore, main-

taining order and channelling their energy 
through suitable outlets will help reduce their 
anxiety and calm them down. 

“Thirdly, individuals with autism must be 
kept constantly active.” 

Joel pointed out that bad posture is a com-
mon problem amongst these individuals. “Bad 
posture such as a protruding neck happens be-
cause the joints are out of place. This will cause 
the joints to constantly rub against each other 
which will then lead to other health problems. 
Therefore, keeping them active will help im-
prove their motor skills, reduce their chances 
of developing arthritis and prevent chronic dis-
eases,” says Joel.

Being stuck at home during lockdown has a 
severe effect on individuals with autism as they 
are highly routine people who need regular 
physical prompts and guidance to develop their 
potential. Therefore, their parents and caregiv-
ers must play an active role in helping these in-
dividuals, not only during lockdowns but at all 
times.  — By Julie Lim

Infant Jesus Sisters reach out to families 
affected by the pandemic

Partners Joel Anthony (left) and Rodney Joseph Ng.

The IJ Sisters send fresh produce to the 
families under quarantine as well to those 
financially affected by the pandemic.

“As a Malaysian, my Malaysia spirit 
has been weakened by various 

tragedies and corruptions within my be-
loved country Malaysia. These have hap-
pened in the past as well as in the present 
moment. To really lift my spirits during 
these tough times, I would look to young 
political figures such as Syed Saddiq for a 
better future ahead. His strong leadership 
and determination to reshape the political 
atmosphere brings hope and justice back 
into our country, making people like my-
self see a brighter future ahead. 

During this time, I’ll embrace the peo-
ple who formed the first Malayan Union 
against the British, 
as they worked hard 
for our independ-
ence and unity as 
one people. No 
matter the ethnic-
ity, skin colour and 
background, we 
stay united under 
1 Malaysia for-
ever.” — Daniel 
K, Church of St                    
Ignatius, PJ

Let’s proudly 
celebrate 

Malaysia Day!

Malaysia Day will not be as grand or 
spectacular as the previous years 

due to this terrible pandemic that has 
taken a great toll on Malaysia and on the 
whole world.

Yet our patriotic spirit will not be 
dimmed but will, instead, burn brighter 
as we have hope that God will bring our 
plight to an end. To keep our spirits high, 
my family and I will be sharing stories on 

Malaysia’s history on 
independence and be-
fore that, to sing our 
National Anthem at 
home, never forget-
ting to have our ‘Nasi 
Lemak and a hot cup 
of Teh Tarik’!  —                                           
Cassandra Grace, 
Church of the 
Good Shepherd, KL

This pandemic 
has made me 

miss celebrating 
Independence Day 
in school. Nowa-
days, August 31 
seems to be an or-
dinary day to most 
of us.

The lockdown 
has not helped. 
We must make an 
effort to uplift our 
Malaysia spirit during the pandemic. For 
instance, I love listening to our melodious 
patriotic music. Just listening to it makes 
me feel proud to be a Malaysian! Our so-
cial platforms are also a way to spread 
love and peace for Malaysia.

This is a day to remember that we have 
achieved freedom through an endless 
fight! Let’s be hopeful and look on the 
bright side! — Norah Francine Pinto



Bill prohibiting child marriages in 
Philippines passed
MANILA: The Philippines’ House 
of Representatives on Monday, 
September 6, passed a bill seeking 
to prohibit the practice of child mar-
riage in the country.

Voting 197 for the bill, with zero 
opposition, and two abstentions, the 
Lower House of Congress approved 
House Bill 9943 or the “Act Prohib-
iting the Practice of Child Marriage 
and Imposing Penalties for Viola-
tions Thereof.”

The proposed measure aims to 
raise awareness about the negative 
impact of child marriage.

The bill defines child marriage 
as the formal marriage between 
children under 18 years of age, or 
between an adult and a child. It is 
considered to be a form of forced 
marriage because one or both par-
ties have not expressed full, free, 
and informed consent.

The bill also declares facilitation 

of child marriage, solemnisation of 
child marriage, and cohabitation of 
an adult with a child in certain cir-
cumstances  as unlawful and pro-
hibited acts.

“This one step is a big win for 
children’s rights and their well-be-
ing,” said Lot Felizco, country di-
rector of Oxfam in the Philippines.

“We laud our legislators for the 
approval of this landmark bill, 
which signifies our collective com-
mitment and intention to provide a 
safer and healthier future for chil-
dren,” she said in a statement.

“This will greatly lower the in-
cidence of children being forced to 
marry early and against their will,” 
added Felizco.

She said that with the prevention 
of child marriage, “more children 
will be protected from exploitation 
and abuse, will have more opportu-
nities for education and more spaces 

to thrive.”
Rep. Edcel Lagman of Albay, 

one of the principal authors of the 
bill, said the United Nations World 
Population Prospect ranks the Phil-
ippines as the 10th in the world in 
terms of the number of child mar-
riages at 808,000 in 2019.

“The country’s adverse situa-
tion is due to the practice of child 
marriage by Filipino Muslims and 
indigenous peoples, in addition to 
co-habitation outside wedlock or 
illicit live-in unions involving adult 
men and young girls, which the bill 
now proscribes,” Lagman said in a 
statement.

The group #GirlDefenders de-
scribed the passage of the bill as “a 
historic moment in time” for the cel-
ebration of International Youth Day 
and the upcoming International Day 
of the Girl.

“We wish to thank the leaders in 

Congress who are championing the 
bill prohibiting child marriage,” said 
Rom Dongeto, executive director of 
the Philippine Legislators’ Commit-
tee on Population and Development 
and lead of the #GirlDefenders al-
liance.

“The full force of the #GirlDe-
fenders alliance is with you in this 

fight to end child marriage,” he said.
“Let this bill be your legacy – a 

legislation for children and youth 
supported by their seniors. Together, 
we will win this historic fight which 
will benefit generations of Filipinos, 
especially women and girls,” added 
Dongeto. —  By Jose Torres Jr, Li-
CAS.news

Excel Buqueg, a teenage mother of two, carries her youngest child outside 
their makeshift shelter in the hinterlands of the northern Philippine province 
of Cagayan. (LiCas News Photo/Mark Saludes)
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BEIJING: Chinese authorities have 
asked Christians from state-ap-
proved Protestant churches to pray 
for communist soldiers who died in 
the war with imperial Japan.

While Chinese Christians are 
banned from honouring their own 
martyrs and praying to them, a new 
directive from the authorities says 
it is mandatory to pray for soldiers 
of the Red Army who died during 
the resistance war against Japanese 
occupation forces, Bitter Winter, a 
magazine on human rights and reli-
gious liberty, reported on Sept 6.

The directive has been sent to all 
churches that are part of Three-Self 
Patriotic Movement, the state-con-
trolled body of Protestant churches 
which enjoys legal recognition from 
the Chinese Communist Party.

Members of the Theological Sem-
inary in Fujian were recently invited 
to attend a celebration to pay tribute 
to martyrs of what China calls the 
“People’s War of Resistance Against 
the Japanese Aggression.”

Prayers were held seeking the 
intercession of “Jesus, the King of 
Peace” for the “peaceful reunifica-
tion” of China, Bitter Winter re-
ported.

Chinese authorities sent the fol-
lowing directive on prayers for mar-
tyrs to all Christian churches in each 

province, autonomous region or mu-
nicipality directly under the central 
government:

“This year is the 76th anniver-
sary of the victory of the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance against 
Japanese Aggression and the World 
Anti-Fascist War. To respond posi-
tively to the initiative of the Chinese 
Religious Peace Council, a notice 
is hereby issued to the Christian 
churches in each province (or auton-
omous region or municipality direct-
ly under the central government), 
inviting local churches to organise 
peace prayer worship activities to 
commemorate the 76th anniver-
sary of the victory of the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance against 
Japanese Aggression and the World 
Anti-Fascist War around September 
3, according to the actual situation,” 
it reads.

“Local churches and congrega-
tions may, according to the actual 
local situation, carry out relevant 
peace prayer activities in a small 
and decentralised form, in line with 
the local requirements for preven-
tion and control of the new COVID 
epidemic, to further promote the fine 
tradition of patriotism and love of re-
ligion and to demonstrate the good 
image of peace-loving Christianity 
in China.”— ucanews.com

China orders Christians to 
pray for communist martyrs

Philippine politicians under fire for 
vote-seeking amid pandemic
MANILA: A Dominican priest has 
criticised politicians in the Philip-
pines for launching their campaigns 
for next year’s polls while people 
were still suffering due to the corona-
virus pandemic.

“While Filipinos still suffer from 
the adverse effects of the pandemic, 
some politicians are already mount-
ing their election campaigns. Their 
advertisements (‘paid for by friends’) 
clutter the airwaves, television and 
social media …” said Fr Rolando de 
la Rosa, president of the Pontifical 
University of Saint Thomas Aquinas 
in Rome, as reported by The Manila 
Times on Sept 5.

The filing of certificates of candi-
dacy begins on Oct 1 and the election 

process will be underway from Jan 9 
until June 8, 2022.

Fr De la Rosa said politicians were 
taking advantage of their wealth to 
secure votes through paid advertise-
ments which had helped sell their 
image like commodities for public 
consumption.

“They [politicians] know that 
many of our countrymen vote by 
name recall, so they want to assure 
their victory by etching their names 
in our mind through continuous ex-
posure on various media platforms,” 
he said.

Fr Dela Rosa further urged Filipi-
nos not to believe surveys that shaped 
public opinion ahead of elections.

“The trouble with surveys is that 

they present one generalised view 
of reality and subtly absolutise this 
as the legitimate view, or worse, the 
only view we must accept,” he said.

Surveys condition the electorate to 
vote for candidates who are predict-
ed as winnable, regardless of their 
qualifications or moral qualities, he 
added.

“This is why even crooks, thieves 
and suspected criminals run for 
public office. They no longer worry 
about their misdeeds being exposed 
by their opponents. Their advertis-
ers will dismiss those crimes as fake 
news perpetrated by their enemies, 
who are in turn labeled as mudsling-
ers,” he said. — By Joseph Peter 
Calleja, ucanews.com

JAKARTA: Indonesian Vice Presi-
dent Ma’ruf Amin has called on 
religious leaders to prepare a guid-
ance plan to show the faithful how 
to live a post-COVID life.

The pandemic is hitting Indone-
sia and deeply affecting people’s 
lives both socially and economi-
cally. Many scientific studies point 
to the coronavirus continuing to 
mutate and posing a threat to life.

“Any disruption caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic is a certain 
challenge religious leaders need to 
face,” Amin said at a livestreamed 
national interfaith dialogue on Sept 
7 in Jakarta.

Religious leaders, he said, must 
play a significant role in preparing 
a new pattern of life to anticipate 
the post-Covid situation.

“Religious leaders, as well as 
heads of religious organisations, 
need to do research to prepare a 
proper concept which can serve as 
a religious guidance on how to live 
a post-Covid pandemic life among 

the faithful,” he said.
“It is their obligation to prepare 

everything, including a religious 
guidance, right from the start so 
that the faithful will not feel anx-
ious about their disrupted life.”

The Catholic Church has stressed 
the need to promote the common 
good.

He also hoped that religious 
leaders would continue to enlight-
en people and instill a spirit of op-
timism among them.

Cardinal Ignatius Suharyo Hard-
joatmodjo of Jakarta, chairman of 

the Indonesian Bishops’ Confer-
ence, told the online gathering that 
the Catholic Church has stressed 
the need to promote the common 
good.

“While facing this COVID-19 
pandemic now and when facing the 
post-Covid pandemic world in the 
future, it is our call to ensure that 
the common good comes first. To 
do this, we need motivation,” the 
prelate said.

He said nationalism and a sense 
of solidarity were examples. — 
ucanews.com

Indonesian VP seeks religious 
guidance on post-COVID life

Indonesian Vice President 
Ma’ruf Amin

Cardinal Ignatius Suharyo 
Hardjoatmodjo

Christians pray at the Protestant Early Rain Covenant Church in Beijing, 
China. (UCA News Photo/Radio Free Asia)
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Catholics in Bangladesh urged to pray for 
cause of  sainthood of  late archbishop
DHAKA:  The archbishop of Dhaka 
urged the Catholic faithful in Bangladesh 
to pray for the cause of sainthood of the 
late Archbishop Theotonius Amal Gan-
guly, who has been declared a “Servant 
of God.”

“You keep on praying and preaching. If 
everyone prays with a heart full of faith, 
God will hear the prayer,” said Archbish-
op Bejoy Nicephorus D’Cruze of Dhaka.

The prelate led the observance of the 
44th anniversary of the death of Arch-
bishop Ganguly at St Mary’s Cathedral 
Church in Dhaka on Sept 2, 2021.

Archbishop D’Cruze said that if the late 
Bangladeshi prelate was made a saint, “he 
will be our model of faith and holiness.”

“By following him, we too will enter 
into a deep Christian life and live in holi-
ness,” said the archbishop in his homily 
during Mass.

He said the former prelate will become 
a Christian icon in the predominantly 
Muslim country. “[He] will brighten the 
image of the Christian community. His 
saintly and holy life is a model for us,” 
he added.

Archbishop D’Cruze urged the faithful 
to “know more about his life and follow 
his ideology to become better Christians.”

Archbishop Ganguly was born in 
Hashnabad, present day Bangladesh, on 
Feb 18, 1920, on the feast day of his pa-
tron saint, St Theotonius.

His family added the Bengali name 
Amal, which means “spotless” or “inno-
cent,” to his name.

After being educated by the Brothers 
of the Holy Cross at Holy Cross High 
School in Bandura, Theotonius attended 
St Albert’s Seminary in Ranchi, Bihard, 
India.

He was ordained a diocesan priest in the 

Archdiocese of Dhaka on June 6, 1946.
In 1947, Ganguly went to the Universi-

ty of Notre Dame in the United States. He 
graduated with a Doctorate in Philosophy 
in 1951, making him the first Bengali 
Christian to receive a doctorate.

It was the first of several firsts in Gan-
guly’s life and for the Catholic commu-
nity in Bangladesh.

While at Notre Dame, he came to know 
the Holy Cross congregation more close-
ly and decided to join it. He attended the 
novitiate in Jordan, Minnesota, and pro-
fessed his first vows on August 16, 1952.

On Sept 3, 1960, Pope John XXIII 
nominated Fr Ganguly as Auxiliary Bish-
op to Archbishop Lawrence L  Graner in 
the Archdiocese of Dhaka.

He was ordained a bishop on Oct 7, 
1960, becoming the first Bengali bishop. 
On July 6, 1965, he was appointed Arch-
bishop Graner’s co-adjustor, and when 
the archbishop retired on Nov 23, 1967, 
Bishop Ganguly became Archbishop of 
the Archdiocese of Dhaka.

Archbishop Ganguly was known for 
his religiosity and gentleness as he shep-
herded the archdiocese through the try-
ing time of Bangladesh’s liberation war 
in 1971.

A heart attack caused his sudden death 
on Sept 2, 1977. \

Archbishop Ganguly’s Cause for Saint-
hood was opened by the Archdiocese of 
Dhaka in September 2006, thereby de-
claring him a “Servant of God.” The di-
ocesan phase of the cause was closed on 
April 19, 2018.

Pope Francis blessed the grave of Arch-
bishop Ganguly at St Mary’s Cathedral 
compound in Dhaka during his visit in 
2017. — LiCas.news with a report by 
Nikhil Gomez of RVA News

KOREA: Korean clergy and laypeople 
have urged the Catholic Church to refrain 
from rushing the canonisation process of 
Fr Thomas Choe Yang-eop, a prominent 
19th-century theologian priest and evan-
gelist.

This year, Catholics in Korea are cel-
ebrating the 200th birth anniversary of Fr 
Choe (1821-61), dubbed the “St Paul of 
Korea” for his legendary missionary en-
deavors during the early days of Catholi-
cism in the East Asian country.

In 2004, Fr Choe was declared a Serv-
ant of God when the Vatican initiated an 
investigation into his life and works as 
part of the process for sainthood recogni-
tion. In 2016, Pope Francis declared him 
venerable after the Vatican accepted the 
evidence of his holiness.

The Vatican needs to approve a miracle 

attributed to the candidate's intercession 
for beatification, the next stage of the pro-
cess. For the final stage of canonisation, 
another miracle is needed if the candidate 
is not a martyr.

While many Korean Catholics expected 
Fr Choe to be beatified this year, it has 
been delayed for the miracle test.

Fr Ryoo Han-young, a Catholic priest 
who petitioned for the beatification of 
the iconic clergyman, said the process 
has been delayed as the Vatican didn’t 
accept a miracle due to lack of scientific 
evidence.

“Medical screening systems in Korea 
and Europe are different. Now the Ko-
rean Church needs to consult experts for 
the miracle screening,” Fr Ryoo told the 
Catholic Times of Korea.

The priest appealed to Korean Catho-

lics to systematically record the progress 
of any miraculous healing through the in-
tercession of Fr Choe that can lead to his 
beatification.

The failure to have the miracle attrib-
uted to Fr Choe approved by the Vati-
can shows the Church in Korea moved 
hastily, rather than effectively, without 
prior experience in the process, said Dr. 
Cha Gi-jin, honorary director of Yangop 
Church History Research Institute.

Fr Lee Seong-jae, head of the Baetti 
Martyrs Shrine in Cheongju Diocese, said 
there was no need to hurry the process.

“The timing of the beatification of Fr 
Choe is determined by God, so there is no 
need to hurry,” Fr Lee said.

“I believe that if Fr Choe’s beatification 
is delayed, God has a plan to provide bet-
ter things for us.” — ucanews.com

Miracle needed for beatification of ‘St Paul of Korea’

New Bishop ordained in China
WUHAN: A new bishop of Wuhan, China, 
was ordained on Wednesday, Sept 8 under 
the terms of the Vatican-China agreement, 
a Vatican spokesman has confirmed.

Bishop Francis Cui Qingqi, 57, is the 
sixth bishop to be consecrated in China 
since the Holy See signed a provisional 
agreement with the Chinese government in 
Sept 2018.

According to Vatican spokesman Matteo 
Bruni, Pope Francis appointed Cui as the 
bishop of the Diocese of Hankou/Wuhan 
on June 23 and his episcopal ordination 
took place on Sept 8 in Wuhan, the city 
where the first COVID-19 cases were re-
ported.

The newly ordained bishop is a Francis-

can who is said to be close to the Chinese 
government.

The Wuhan diocese has been without a 
bishop for the past 14 years, with Fr Cui 
filling the void in an unofficial leadership 
position since 2012.

In October 2020, the Vatican and China 
renewed their provisional agreement on 
the appointment of bishops for another two 
years. The terms of the agreement have not 
been made public.

Bishop Cui is the fourth bishop to be 
consecrated since the deal’s renewal. In 
July, the Vatican announced the ordina-
tion of Anthony Li Hui as the coadjutor 
bishop of the Diocese of Pingliang. — By                  
Courtney Mares, CNA

Theotonius Amal Ganguly, Servant of God, is remembered on Sept 2, 2021, at St Mary’s Cathedral 
Church in Dhaka during his 44th death anniversary. (LiCas News photo)

Venerable Fr Thomas Choe Yang-eop (1821-61). 
(UCA News photo/Catholic Times of Korea) 

Newly-ordained Bishop Francis Cui Qingqi (centre) celebrates Mass in Wuhan, China, on Sept 8, 
2021. (CNA photo/www.chinacatholic.cn)
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Catholic, Orthodox and Anglican leaders 
call climate crisis a ‘devastating injustice’
VATICAN: Pope Francis, Arch-
bishop Justin Welby and Patriarch 
Bartholomew I released an unprec-
edented joint message on Sept 7, call-
ing the climate crisis a “devastating 
injustice.”

The three Christian leaders said 
that there would be “catastrophic 
consequences” for future generations 
unless the world took responsibility 
for environmental damage.

“The current climate crisis speaks 
volumes about who we are and how 
we view and treat God’s creation. We 
stand before a harsh justice: biodiver-
sity loss, environmental degradation 
and climate change are the inevitable 
consequences of our actions, since 
we have greedily consumed more of 
the earth’s resources than the planet 
can endure,” their statement, issued 
on Sept 7, said.

“But we also face a profound in-
justice: the people bearing the most 

catastrophic consequences of these 
abuses are the poorest on the planet 
and have been the least responsible 
for causing them.”

“We serve a God of justice, who 
delights in creation and creates every 
person in God’s image, but also hears 
the cry of people who are poor. Ac-
cordingly, there is an innate call with-

in us to respond with anguish when 
we see such devastating injustice.”

The Pope, the Ecumenical Patri-
arch of Constantinople and the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury signed the joint 
text on Sept 1. The message brought 
together the Catholic Church, the 
Eastern Orthodox Church, and the 
Anglican Communion, respectively 

the world’s largest, second-largest 
and third-largest Christian commun-
ions.

“As leaders of our Churches, we 
call on everyone, whatever their be-
lief or worldview, to endeavour to 
listen to the cry of the earth and of 
people who are poor, examining their 
behaviour and pledging meaningful 
sacrifices for the sake of the earth 
which God has given us,” the three 
men wrote.

The joint statement highlighted 
the UN Climate Change Conference 
(COP26) taking place in Glasgow, 
Scotland, on Nov 1-12.

“As world leaders prepare to meet 
in November at Glasgow to deliber-
ate on the future of our planet, we 
pray for them and consider the choic-
es we must all make,” it said.

In their joint message, the Pope, 
the Patriarch, and the Archbishop 
said: “In our common Christian tra-

dition, the Scriptures and the saints 
provide illuminating perspectives for 
comprehending both the realities of 
the present and the promise of some-
thing larger than what we see in the 
moment.”

“The concept of stewardship – of 
individual and collective responsibil-
ity for our God-given endowment 
-- presents a vital starting point for 
social, economic and environmental 
sustainability.”

They concluded: “All of us — 
whoever and wherever we are — can 
play a part in changing our collective 
response to the unprecedented threat 
of climate change and environmental 
degradation. Caring for God’s crea-
tion is a spiritual commission requir-
ing a response of commitment.”

“This is a critical moment. Our 
children’s future and the future of 
our common home depend on it.” — 
CNA

Pope Francis, Archbishop Justin Welby, and Patriarch Bartholomew I at the 
Basilica of St Francis of Assisi, Italy, Sept 20, 2016. (CNA photo/Tiziana Fabi)

World’s largest civilian hospital 
ship transits Suez Canal

New British Ambassador to 
Holy See honoured to work 
with Catholic Church

Six nuns from the same convent die in less than a week

ANTWERP: The world’s larg-
est civilian hospital ship, Global 
Mercy, has completed its journey 
through the Suez Canal and is 
headed for a short courtesy visit to 
Malta.

The Global Mercy, the newest 
hospital ship of Mercy Ships, is on 
the last leg of its journey to the Port 
of Antwerp, where it will be further 
equipped and crewed.  The ship is 
scheduled to arrive mid-September 
in Belgium and remain until early 
next year.

The Senegalese and Egyptian 
governments facilitated the pas-
sage of the Global Mercy through 

the Suez Canal so that the ship 
could pass through free of charge. 
This unique gesture allows Mercy 
Ships to save many thousands of 
extra lives in Africa in the long run.

Bert van Dijk, international 
board member and president of 
Mercy Ships Belgium, is enthu-
siastic and grateful for the tre-
mendous cooperation and support 
for this unique project. “On the 
initiative of, and led by President 
Macky Sall of Senegal, together 
with an active involvement of his 
ambassador in Brussels, the Presi-
dent and the authorities of Egypt 
have agreed to guide the Global 

Mercy through the Suez Canal free 
of charge and without any cost to 
the charity. This is a wonderful 
example of a unique collaboration 
between two heads of state to sup-
port Mercy Ships and contribute to 
the improvement of healthcare in 
Africa,” he said.

President Macky Sall of Senegal 
says, “I have seen and experienced 
with my own eyes that Mercy 
Ships is a wonderful organisation 
which brings hope and healing to 
many African countries. We will 
welcome the Global Mercy with 
open arms in the spring of 2022 
and give our full support at the start 
of its first mission in Africa. We are 
very grateful for the indispensa-
ble support of so many to help my 
country and my people.”

The Port of Antwerp has made 
the arrival of the Global Mercy in 
Antwerp possible by offering a free 
berth and support. Volunteers from 
home and abroad will set up and 
finish the Global Mercy, the largest 
private hospital ship in the world. 
This includes the installation of 
medical equipment and IT systems, 
as well as the supply and crewing 
of the ship for its first mission. — 
mercyships.org

VATICAN:  Pope Francis on Sat-
urday, Sept 4, received in audience 
Christopher John Trott, the new Brit-
ish Ambassador to the Holy See.

A statement released by the British 
Embassy to the Holy See stated that 
following the audience, Ambassador 
Trott said: “I was honoured to present 
my Credentials to His Holiness Pope 
Francis this morning. Today marks 
a highlight of my diplomatic career 
and I look forward to building further 
on the excellent relations between the 
United Kingdom and the Holy See 
during my ambassadorial mandate”.

The Ambassador went on to note 

that “Throughout his Pontificate, 
Pope Francis has been working tire-
lessly on the global issues of our 
time,” and said it will be a great privi-
lege for him to “work together with 
the Holy See and the Catholic net-
works to make a difference to the is-
sues which concern us, from poverty 
to climate change, conflict preven-
tion, international development, and 
freedom of religion and belief.”

Prior to taking up his role as British 
Ambassador to the Holy See in Sep-
tember 2021, Ambassador Trott has 
been a British diplomat since 1991. 
— Vatican News

BRAZIL: Six nuns from the con-
vent of the Franciscan Sisters of the 
Holy Family of Mary congregation 
in Curitiba, Brazil, died in less than 
a week, five of them from COV-
ID-19.

Other nuns at the convent also 
came down with the illness and 
some were admitted to the local in-
tensive care unit (ICU). Sr Madale-
na Ryndack of the Curitiba convent 
said that “with the prayers of many 
friends”, the situation is gradually 
“returning to normal”.

The Archdiocese of Curitiba pub-
lished the death notices of the nuns.

On Aug 28, Sr Helena Glovacki, 
95, and a sister for 74 years, passed 
away. On Aug 29, Sr Elizabeth Tar-
tas, 94, who was in religious life for 
64 years, died. The following day, 
Sr Marieta Bet, 88, who spent 70 
years in consecrated life, died. On 
Aug 31, Sr Sofía Culaves, 78, 65 
years a nun, passed away. On Sept 
2, Sr Stella Albina Franzo died at 
the age of 87, with 65 years dedi-
cated to consecrated life.

The one death not connected to 
COVID-19 was that of Sr María 
Catarina da Silva, 70, with 46 years 
in religious life, who died on Sept 1. 
According to the Franciscan Sisters, 
she had been in the ICU for 47 days 
with complications from a pituitary 
tumour, sepsis and kidney failure.

Sr Madalena told ACI Digital, 
CNA’s Portuguese language news 
partner, that “these days were very 
difficult,” for the congregation 
“with the sisters dying, the funerals 
and, others in isolation.”

The nun said the sisters don’t 
know how the virus got into the 
convent. “There was an outbreak, 
an almost uncontrollable situation, 
but we managed to take care of the 
sisters and we are coming out of 
this situation,” she said. She also 
said that all the nuns who died from 
COVID-19 in recent days were el-
derly and had “health conditions.”

According to her, some sisters 
with COVID-19 who were put into 
isolation are already finishing their 
quarantine and of those who were 

hospitalised, only one is still in the 
ICU. “Another two are in the ward 
and one may yet be discharged to-
day (Sept 3),” she said.

The nun said that during these 
recent trying days, they “felt very 
strongly the unity of our congre-
gation. Many sisters came to help, 
sending already prepared meals. All 
of this gets us back on our feet and 
makes us believe more and more in 
the consecrated life and that God 
does not abandon us,” she said. — 
ACI Digital, CNA

The Global Mercy transited the Suez Canal free of charge on August 28, 2021 
thanks to Egyptian authorities. (Photo/Suez Canal Authority

Pope Francis receives the new British Ambassador to the Holy See, 
Christopher John Trott  (Vatican Media)



VATICAN: As Pope Francis prepares to celebrate the clos-
ing Mass of the International Eucharistic Congress in Bu-
dapest, the challenges facing the world the last time the 
event was held in Hungary still resonate today.

Issues such as war, immigration and unity among Catho-
lics may overshadow the congress. Yet those same issues 
were also prevalent at the 34th International Eucharistic 
Congress held in Budapest more than 80 years ago.

Arriving in Budapest on Sept 12, the Pope will stay for 
roughly seven hours, during which he will meet with Hun-
garian President János Áder and Prime Minister Viktor Or-
bán.

While some have speculated that the brief visit was due 
to the Pope’s opposition to Orbán’s stance against immi-
gration, Hungarian Fr Kornél Fábry, secretary-general of 
the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress, downplayed 
those suspicions.

“There were many who asked, ‘Why is the Pope coming 
for just a few hours and not longer?’ We had to explain to 
them that if, for example, I’m invited to dinner, I cannot 
sleep there, I’m only invited for dinner,” Fr Fábry told jour-
nalists at an online media meeting on Sept 3.

“The Pope was invited to the eucharistic congress and 
he accepted this invitation. I am sure that had we invited 
him to stay longer, he would have stayed for more days,” 
he added.

Pope Francis also quashed rumours of a showdown be-
tween him and Orbán, saying he preferred “not to go around 
with a script” and that when he is in front of someone, “I 
look him in the eyes and let things come out.”

While his position on immigration is firmly at odds with 
Orbán’s worldview, Pope Francis may find himself at odds 
with Hungarian Catholics as well.

When asked if Catholics in Hungary agree with Orbán’s 
immigration stance, Fr Fábry said that what the Hungar-
ian prime minister says “is the same thing the majority of 
Hungarians say.”

“We should not bring troubles into Europe but, instead, 
we should help where there is trouble,” he said, adding 
that the Hungarian government “has been the state that has 
helped the most” in providing humanitarian aid in war-torn 
countries, such as Syria.

“We must help people live with dignity, in peace and in 
comfort, in their own country,” he added.

In 1938, in what was the last International Eucharistic 
Congress before World War II, tensions were already at an 
all-time high, with the threat of the Nazi regime hanging 
in the air.

The Nazi regime’s menacing presence also cast a shadow 
over the 1938 congress, especially after it prohibited Ger-
man Catholics from attending the event in Hungary.

At the congress’ opening Mass, Cardinal Jusztinián Gy-
orgy Serédi of Esztergom-Budapest, an outspoken critic 
of the Third Reich and its treatment of the Jewish people, 
pondered whether the future would be different if Catholics 
were truly united against the prevailing ideology.

“How different would be the fate of humanity … if the 
solidarity of all Catholics of the world could really be 
achieved,” Cardinal Serédi said.

Nevertheless, just as in 1938, the International Eucha-
ristic Congress hopes to show that Christ’s presence in 
the Eucharist can be a source of unity and bring people of 
goodwill together, Fr Fábry said.

“We have two goals with this congress,” Fr Fábry said. 
“The first is to strengthen Catholics in their faith in the 
Eucharist; the other is to evangelise.”

“In experiencing this Eucharist, let us adore and thank 
the Lord for this greatest of gifts: the living memorial of his 
love that makes us one body and leads us to unity,” he said.

Nevertheless, the portents of the 1938 International Eu-
charistic Congress still linger today in a time when Eu-
rope’s ability to overcome differences and help the mar-
ginalised is being tested once again. — By Junno Arocho 
Esteves, CNS

The news came on August 26 during 
a hot and lazy day at the tail end 
of the Roman summer holiday pe-

riod. But it did not go unnoticed.
Pope Francis had just appointed Ales-

sandra Smerilli, a 46-year-old economist 
and religious sister, to be secretary ad 
interim of the Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development.

In Vatican jargon that makes her the 
“Number 2” official in a mega-office 
headed by Cardinal Peter Turkson.

The dicastery deals with some of the 
issues that are dearest to the Pope — mi-
grants, charity, the economy and ecology.

What makes Smerilli’s promotion so 
striking is that it’s a first. Never before 
has a woman been secretary of a dicast-
ery within the Roman Curia.

Some see it as another step towards fi-
nally breaking the Vatican’s glass ceiling 
and allowing women to take their rightful 
place in the Church’s upper echelon.

But others say it’s little more than a 
public relations move.

A wave of female appointments
To be clear, Sr Smerilli is not the first 
woman to be chosen for a top position of 
responsibility in the Vatican.

Nathalie Becquart, a French Xaverian 
sister, was named an under-secretary of 
the Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops 
last February.

But there were also other women be-
fore her.

Italian diplomat Francesca Di Gio-
vanni was put in charge of multilateral 
relations at the Secretariat of States at the 
beginning of 2020.

Sister Carmen Ros Nortes was made 
under-secretary at the Congregation for 
Institutes of Consecrated Life in 2018.

And a year before, that the Pope ap-
pointed two laywomen — Gabriella 
Gambino and Linda Ghisoni — as under-
secretaries of the Dicastery for Laity, 
Family and Life.

In all, Francis has put six women in po-
sitions of high responsibility which were 
previously reserved for priests or bishops.

Not everyone is impressed, however.
Lucetta Scaraffia, an Italian journal-

ist and committed feminist who once 
worked for L’Osservatore Romano, com-
pared them to “cosmetic procedures”.

“There is no change whatsoever in the 
way the Vatican considers women,” she 
said.

“As proof of this, look at the abuse 
committed against nuns, which has never 
been taken seriously, even though there 
are many testimonies,” she argued.

“This may seem remote, but for me, it 
is proof that the Church does not give any 
weight to the word of women.”

“Do not underestimate the lack 
of support the Pope faces”
Others take a less harsh view.

Bénédicte Lutaud, a French journal-
ist who wrote a book on the popes and 
women, said one needs to “place these 
appointments in a broader context”.

“The Pope is breaking down barriers 

one by one, little by little, giving a place 
to women in other areas, such as liturgy 
or theology,” she pointed out.

In fact, Francis has re-opened reflection 
on female diaconate, and he recently de-
creed that woman could be permanently 
instituted as lectors and acolytes, which 
had technically been reserved for men.

“Obviously, on paper, he could have 
gone further. But do not underestimate 
the lack of support he faces,” Lutaud 
noted.

And that is not only from people inside 
the Vatican.

“After Sr Smerilli’s appointment, you 
can’t imagine the number of messages I 
received from priests who asked me what 
the Pope was doing,” said a non-Euro-
pean woman who works in the Roman 
Curia.

“Francis knows that he is being 
watched by Catholic leaders around the 
world. What he is doing here is sending 
them a clear message,” she said.

The movement to introduce more 
women into leadership posts also goes 
hand in hand with the professionalisation 
of the Curia, something that has been un-
derway for several years.

Benedict XVI began the process and 
Francis has accelerated it.

In fact, the six high-level officials the 
Jesuit pope has appointed were all cho-
sen for their competence in their fields 
— economics, diplomacy, theology and 
the family.

More and more lay people 
being promoted
This feminisation of the Roman Curia is 
taking place alongside another phenom-
enon — promoting more and more lay 
people to positions of responsibility.

“The real glass ceiling was the access 
of a lay person to the direction of a dicas-
tery,” said one Vatican source.

“In fact, the whole thrust of Pope Fran-
cis is to disconnect responsibility from 
ordination,” the person noted.

This works in favour of the laity, both 
women and men.

The appointment in July 2018 of Ital-
ian journalist Paolo Ruffini as prefect of 
the Dicastery for Communication broke 
the first barrier.

“Is it easier to be a lay man or a lay 
woman in the Vatican? Frankly, I don't 

know,” one employee said.
“Between a male director and a fe-

male director, the male director has more 
weight. Further, some prelates do not 
accept the presence of women,” said an-
other person who works in the Vatican.

In fact, the feminisation of the Roman 
Curia goes well beyond the superiors and 
executives.

For example, according to the asso-
ciation Donne in Vaticano (Women in 
the Vatican), women make up 22 per 
cent of the Vatican's employees. Numeri-
cally, that means about a thousand of the 
Pope’s 4,500 employees.

“There are many more female assis-
tants than female superiors or office man-
agers,” admitted one careful observer.

Slowly but surely
Despite everything, opening up to wom-
en seems to be taking place slowly but 
surely.

“Our place has clearly become more 
normalised, whereas 20 years ago, being 
a woman was a handicap,” said Romilda 
Ferrauto, a consultant to the Holy See 
Press Office and a co-founder of Donne 
in Vaticano. “I can see it in the eyes of the 
people I speak with,” she said.

Ferrauto spent 25 years as head of the 
French news section at Vatican Radio.

“At the beginning of my career, when 
I met a prelate, he thought I was an as-
sistant. When I had an appointment in a 
dicastery, I could see that they wondered 
what I was doing there. They made me 
feel that I didn't belong,” she recalled.

But she said, now, that feeling has 
“almost disappeared”.

Among women who work in the Ro-
man Curia or in various levels of the hi-
erarchy who were interviewed for this 
article, many said they were certain the 
movement the Pope has initiated is ir-
reversible.

“These are very small steps, patience 
is needed, but it is underway,” said one.

“I don’t see how we can go back,” 
said another.

“Young priests and bishops are more 
open than their elders. And the abuse 
crisis also reinforces the idea that the 
clergy won’t make it out on their own.” 
— By Loup Besmond de Senneville, 
LCI (https:// international.la-croix.
com/)

Pope Francis’ small 
steps to promote 
women at the Vatican

Sr Alessandra Smerilli recently named secretary ad interim of the Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development on Aug 26, 2021. (Vatican Media)
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Listening without prejudice; speaking out 
with courage and parrhesia; dialoguing 
with the Church, with society, and with 

the other Christian confessions.
The General Secretariat for the Synod has 

published the Preparatory Document, along 
with a Vademecum (or handbook) to indicate 
the guiding principles that will direct the path 
of the Synod on Synodality. The solemn open-
ing of the Synod will take place in Rome on 
October 9-10, and in the particular Churches 
on October 17; and will conclude in the Vati-
can in 2023 with the assembly of bishops from 
around the world.

The Preparatory Document, released on 
Tuesday, Sept 7, is intended above all to be an 
instrument facilitating the first phase of listen-
ing and consultation of the People of God in 

the particular Churches, which will take place 
from October 2021 to April 2022.

Journeying together
“In other words,” as the document says, “it 
constitutes a sort of construction site or pilot 
experience that makes it possible to immedi-
ately begin reaping the fruits of the dynamic 
that progressive synodal conversion introduces 
into the Christian community.”

The text opens with a fundamental question:
“How does this ‘journeying together,’ which 

takes place today on different levels (from the 
local level to the universal one), allow the 
Church to proclaim the Gospel in accordance 
with the mission entrusted to Her; and what 
steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to 
grow as a synodal Church?”

Listening to the faithful: 
Vatican releases Synod Preparatory Document

Finally, the preparatory document indicates 
ten “thematic nuclei” that “articulate differ-

ent facets of ‘lived synodality’.” These core ar-
eas should be explored in greater depth in order 
to contribute in a richer way to the first phase 
of consultation:
* The Journeying Companions: that is, reflect-
ing on what we define as “our Church,” and on 
our “companions,” especially among the mar-
ginalised or those who are beyond the ecclesial 
boundaries;
* Listening: to young people, women, conse-
crated men and women, and those who are dis-
carded or excluded;
* Speaking Out: considering whether “a free 
and authentic style of communication, with-

out duplicity and opportunism,” is promoted 
within the community of the Church and in its 
institutions;
* Celebrating: thinking about how prayer and 
liturgy effectively inspire and guide our “walk-
ing together,” and about how the active partici-
pation of the faithful can be promoted;
* Co-responsible in the Mission: reflecting on 
how the community supports members who 
are engaged in service, such as the promotion 
of social justice, human rights, or preserving 
our common home;
* Dialogue in Church and Society: rethinking 
places and means of dialogue in the particular 
Churches, with neighbouring Dioceses, with 
religious communities and movement, with 

various institutions, with non-believers, with 
the poor;
* With the Other Christian Denominations: 
what are our relations with our brothers and 
sisters of other Christian confessions? What ar-
eas are involved, and what are the fruits and the 
challenges of our relationships?
* Authority and Participation: how is author-
ity exercised in our particular Church, what is 
the experience of teamwork; how are lay min-
istries promoted?
* Discerning and Deciding: asking what proce-
dures and methods are used to make decisions; 
how the decision-making process is articulated 
with decision-taking; what tools are promoted 
for transparency and accountability;

* Forming Ourselves in Synodality: in essence, 
looking at the formation offered to those in po-
sitions of responsibility in the Christian com-
munity, to help them to be more capable of 
listening and dialogue.
The Secretariat of the Synod is asking each Di-
ocese to condense the fruit of their reflections 
into a maximum of ten pages, supplementing 
them, if necessary, with other supporting texts. 
The goal, it insists, “is not to produce docu-
ments, but to plant dreams, prophecies, and 
hopes.”

To learn more about the 2023 Synod on Syno-
dality, we invite you to visit the official website 
of the Synod. — By Salvatore Cernuzio, Vati-
can News

Facets of lived synodality

To respond to this question, the Secretariat 
of the Synod points out some concrete 

steps. First of all, it is necessary to live “a par-
ticipative and inclusive ecclesial process that 
offers everyone — especially those who for 
various reasons find themselves on the margins 
— the opportunity to express themselves and 
to be heard”; and then to recognise and appreci-
ate “the wealth and the variety of the gifts and 
charisms that the Spirit liberally bestows … for 
the benefit of the whole human family.”

Further, it is necessary to examine “how re-
sponsibility and power are lived in the Church, 
as well as the structures by which they are man-
aged, bringing to light and trying to convert 
prejudices and distorted practices that are not 
rooted in the Gospel.”

The document invites us to look at how the 
Christian community can be accredited “as a 
credible subject and reliable partner in paths of 
social dialogue, healing, reconciliation, inclu-
sion and participation, the reconstruction of de-
mocracy, the promotion of fraternity and social 
friendship”; as well as how we can regenerate 
relationships among Christians, with represent-
atives of other Christian confessions, and with 
other social groups, with the organisations of 
civil society, and with popular movements.

These concrete steps will take place “within 
an historical context marked by epochal chang-
es in society,” beginning with the “global trag-
edy” of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has 
led pre-existing inequalities and injustices “to 
explode.” At the same time, the document rec-
ognises that the synodal process is being under-

taken in which “the Church herself must face 
the lack of faith and the corruption even within 
herself,” emphasising that “we cannot forget 
the suffering experienced by minors and vul-
nerable people ‘due to sexual abuse, the abuse 
of power, and the abuse of conscience” com-
mitted by clergy.

However, “it is precisely in the furrows dug 
by the sufferings of every kind,” the document 
continues, that “new languages of faith” and 
“new paths” flourish, in order to found anew 
“the path of Christian and ecclesial life.” These 
are occasions to offer ample space for renewed 
participation and appreciation of the laity, and 
especially of women and young people, as re-
quested by recent Synods.

Active evangelisers
With regard to the laity, the document reiterates 
that all the baptised “are active participants in 
evangelisation”; and so it is essential that on the 

synodal path, pastors “not be afraid to listen to 
the flock entrusted to them.”

In a synodal Church, it insists, quoting Pope 
Francis, everyone – “the faithful, the bish-
ops, and even the Bishop of Rome himself” 
– has something to learn, “all listening to each 
other, and all listening to the Spirit of truth.” 
This includes a call to deepen our relationship 
with other Christian communities. “A synodal 
Church,” it says, “is a prophetic sign, above all 
for a community of nations incapable of pro-
posing a shared project, through which to pur-
sue the good of all.”

More concretely, the preparatory text pro-
poses a series of questions to guide the consul-
tation with the People of God, beginning with 
the fundamental question:

“How is this ‘journeying together’ happen-
ing today in your particular Church?”

It is necessary, therefore, to ask what ex-
periences in one’s own diocese this question 

brings to mind: “What joys did they provoke? 
What difficulties and obstacles have they en-
countered? What wounds have they brought to 
light? What are the prospects for change, and 
the steps to be taken?”

Levels of synodality
The document goes on to explain three levels 
of synodality: “the level of the style with which 
the Church ordinarily lives and works … the 
level of ecclesial structures and process… 
[and] the level of synodal processes and events 
in which the Church is convoked by competent 
authority.” These three levels of articulation 
of synodality are distinct, but “must be held 
together in a coherent way; otherwise, a coun-
ter-testimony is transmitted, and the Church’s 
credibility is undermined.”

In this evaluation of experiences, account 
must also be taken in the particular Church of 
the internal relations between the faithful, pas-
tors, parishes, and communities; but also be-
tween the bishops (among themselves and with 
the Pope), and with the intermediate bodies.

One must also consider the integration of 
diverse forms of religious and consecrated 
life; of associations and movements; and of 
the various institutions, such as schools, hos-
pitals, universities, foundations, and charities. 
Beyond internal relationships, it is important to 
consider external relations, and possible joint 
initiatives, with other religions, with those who 
are distant from any faith, and with the vari-
ous spheres of politics, culture, finance, labour, 
trade unions, and minorities.

Steps towards synodality

General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops

Press conference introducing the Preparatory Document. (Vatican News photo)

A file photo of the Synod of Bishops in Rome. (Vatican News Photo)
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BUDAPEST: Cardinal Angelo Ba-
gnasco invited the whole Church to 
reflect on the theme of the Interna-
tional Eucharistic Congress: All my 
springs are in You during the hom-
ily at the opening Mass for the oc-
casion. He notes that the Eucharist 
“goes beyond all loneliness, all dis-
tance and all indifference.” 

“May the Lord God grant us the 
capacity to feel in these days that 
Christ is with us in the Eucharist. 
He does not leave the Church, the 
people and humanity alone.”

Cardinal Péter Erdő, Primate of 
Hungary, pronounced these heart-
felt words at the beginning of the 
Mass in Budapest that opened the 
52nd International Eucharistic Con-
gress, which had to be postponed 
from last year due to the pandemic.

The Cardinal also extended his 
greetings to the representatives of 
Eastern Christians with whom he 
works and prayed “to build Chris-
tian unity” so that “our witness may 
be credible.”

Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco, presi-
dent of the Council of European 
Bishops’ Conferences prepared the 
homily for the Mass celebrated in 
Heroes’ Square in Budapest. It was 
read in Hungarian by Cardinal Peter 

Erdo, who recalled the bells ringing 
festively, “forming a choir that seeks 
to embrace the whole of humanity.

“From this ideal pulpit,” he noted, 
“the voice of the Shepherds, the 
voice of this assembly that is going 
forth, seeks to knock — humbly and 
joyfully — on the hearts of the peo-
ples of Europe, and to go beyond, to 
the remotest points of the earth,” he 
said.

It is a voice that is “weak, but 
echoes through the centuries and 
is marked by the blood of martyrs” 
from which it draws strength to pro-
claim Jesus and to recall that, “de-

spite the limitations and shadows 
of her children, the light of Christ 
shines in the Church”.

No one is alone
That voice, he continued, is “like 
a sail unfurled by the breath of the 
Spirit,” and speaks a great truth to 
the men and women of today:

“You are not alone in a hostile 
universe, you are not alone before 
the marvellous mystery of life, you 
are not alone with your thirst for 
freedom and eternity. Wherever 
you are, you are not invisible, God 
looks at you with love; you are not 

an orphan, God is your Father; you 
are worth the blood of Jesus, Re-
deemer of the world, and Bread of 
eternal life. Do not be afraid: God is 
not dead, the Eucharist overcomes 
every loneliness, every distance, 
every indifference.”

In this way, that same voice calls 
the Church not to remain silent, but 
to “put the splendour of the risen 
Christ on the face of everyone.”

God is young
Noting the presence of the children 
celebrating their First Holy Com-
munion and Confirmation, Cardinal 
Bagnasco recalled the simplicity of 
their hearts that welcome Jesus, a 
friend who does not betray.

Addressing the young students in 
Catholic schools, he said that faith 
and reason coexist, and that “God 
is not a competitor of your freedom, 
and faith is not a series of prohibi-
tions but, rather, a great ‘yes’ to joy, 
even when it is demanding because 
love is a serious thing.”

“Remember the Church needs 
you, your youth, your enthusiasms, 
and you need Jesus,” he urged them. 
“Everything grows old quickly, 
only God is always young, and the 
Church is the true youth of the world 

because she preserves the sacra-
ment of the Body of Christ. May the 
Eucharist be the centre of your days. 
Of every day!”

Cardinal Bagnasco also ad-
dressed priests, “sentinels of the 
morning, living presence of the 
Mother and Teacher Church”. He 
said that the Church's gratitude goes 
to them because they are “heralds 
of God’s love, prophets of the Spirit 
in a marketplace of material values, 
heirs of a living Tradition and her-
alds of the future in a lost world. 
The Church,” he added, “does not 
assure you of tranquillity, but re-
peats to you with Christ, ‘Do not be 
afraid.”’

Beside every heart
Finally, he extended an invitation 
to those who feel the weight of the 
Cross, who weep or are persecuted 
for justice’s sake, who feel voice-
less and without a homeland, to take 
courage again because the Lord is 
present in the hearts of those who 
approach him.

“The Church has no other name 
to announce and adore: Jesus Christ. 
Remember, his face is the Gospel, 
his presence is the Eucharist.” — By 
Benedetta Capelli, Vatican News

Christ is with us in the Eucharist

Pope Francis is due to preside over 
the Statio Orbis, or closing Mass, 

of the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress in Budapest, Hungary on 
Sept 12. Speaking about the Con-
gress, Cardinal Gérald Cyprien Lac-
roix, Archbishop of Quebec, Canada, 
says, ‘this gathering serves to remind 
people that the Lord Jesus is the 
source of life’.

The International Eucharistic Con-
gress in Budapest may have been 
delayed a year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, but those attending are 
assured of an exciting programme 
of events spread over 20 locations 
throughout the city.

The highlight of the Congress will 
be the closing Mass presided over by 
Pope Francis in Budapest’s Heroes’ 
Square, but each day, participants can 
immerse themselves in prayer meet-
ings, catechesis, testimonies, semi-
nars, Masses and cultural events.

“An International Eucharistic 
Congress is such a very important 
event because it deals with all as-
pects of life,” said Cardinal Lacroix, 
speaking to Vatican Radio.

“Of course, there are very impor-
tant moments of prayer, of reflection; 
a time to pray, a time to meet other 
people also. People from all over the 
world will be here, so we experience 
the Church in a new way as we cel-
ebrate in many languages, in many 
cultures and find in the Lord Jesus 
the source; all life comes from him, 
so it’s so important to meet. We’re all 
in tune with the life of the Church in 
our own regions, in our own coun-
tries, but to meet other Christians, 
other believers from all over the 

world is such an uplifting experi-
ence.”

The Cardinal goes on to say that 
the Congress is “a meeting of hu-
manity; Jesus brings us together and 
helps us build a family, built in unity, 
in love, in charity, and it opens our 
hearts to others and to other realities 
also. We’ll listen to conferences but 
also to witnesses, people who will 
come and share their experiences, 
what they live in their own country, 
that’s very important also to share.”

During the Congress, Cardinal 
Lacroix is addressing participants 
on the theme of peace, under the ti-
tle: The Eucharist, an inexhaustible 
source of Peace and Reconciliation. 
The Cardinal notes that the Eucharist 
has been an inexhaustible source of 
peace and reconciliation in his per-
sonal life. He goes on to say that, by 
sharing the Word of God, by sharing 
in prayer and sharing in the Eucha-
rist, “I found new strength, new hope 
to get up and continue my mission 
to continue to serve the Lord and his 
faithful people, and serve humanity.”

Asked if having an International 
Eucharistic Congress  is more impor-
tant than ever at the time of a global 
pandemic and conflict in many coun-
tries throughout the world, Cardinal 
Lacroix says, “In all times of history, 
it’s important to come together as 
baptised believers… but of course in 
more difficult times, like the ones we 
are experiencing now, it is so help-
ful, and it’s such a gift to be able to 
get this injection of hope in our veins 
and in our hearts, in our souls, to see 
other brothers and sisters.”

Pope Francis is coming to Buda-

pest to preside over the Statio Orbis 
or closing Mass of this 52nd Interna-
tional Eucharistic Congress. Speak-
ing about the visit, the Cardinal says 
the Pope “is so sensitive to the suf-
fering in the world and the need for 
hope, and the need to be united in 
faith that maybe he decided to come 
here because he knows that this is a 
very very difficult time in our history 
and that God’s people need a Shep-
herd who will give them hope, that 
will direct their sight to the Lord and 
ask Him to continue to walk with us 
and bless us and give us strength, 
courage to confront all the challenges 
that we need to confront right now.”

He goes on to say that “this is a 
true blessing,” adding that people in 
Hungary are very enthusiastic and 
proud to welcome the Holy Father.

Cardinal Lacroix says he is hoping 
to take back to Canada “an Arch-
bishop filled with more faith, and 
more hope and more joy, and with 
a desire to continue to serve.” He is 
also hoping that this experience in 
Budapest will help those returning 
home to continue “to live and share 
the joy of the Lord’s living presence 
in our midst, and to remind people 
that all our Springs are in Him; He is 
the Source of life.” — Vatican News

Eucharistic Congress a 
meeting of humanity

The opening Mass of the 52nd International Eucharistic Congress in Heroes’ 
Square, Budapest, Hungary, Sept 5, 2021. (IEC2021 facebook)

52nd International Eucharistic Congress September 5-12, 2021

Burma’s Cardinal Charles 
Maung Bo told Catholics at the 

International Eucharistic Congress 
on Wednesday, Sept 8, that it was 
important to imitate Jesus’ patience 
amid the challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Look at our world and our lives. 
The modern man lives in a feverish 
pitch. He is in a tearing hurry. He is 
rushing all the time. He is restless. 
He wants to acquire more, consume 
more,” Bo said Sept 8.

“He is not content. He abhors si-
lence. He cannot wait. Speed, speed 
is the number one value today. Be-
ing slow is considered a vice, a 
waste of time.”

“But Jesus waits. He came to us 
because he loves us.”

Bo spoke for about an hour on 
“the Divine Patience in the Eucha-
rist” on the third day of catechesis 
at the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress in Budapest.

The cardinal said: “Time is not a 
commodity; it is a communion of 
hearts. Jesus waits patiently in the 
Eucharist.”

Each person is born of “the great 
sacrifice of patience,” he added, of 
a woman waiting for the arrival of 
her child.

“Life is not a fast-food restaurant; 
it is a patient pilgrimage. Fast inter-
net may connect smartphones; only 
patience connects hearts,” Bo said.

The 72-year-old Salesian cardinal 
called the COVID-19 pandemic the 
“irritating teacher of patience.”

He said: “COVID has taught us 
this virtue in the most painful way.”

“COVID robbed us of our Sun-
day Communion, Eucharist, the 
source and summit of our spiritual 
life. It did bring spiritual and emo-
tional challenges. But through this 
darkness, the Lord has worked to re-
build us to have patience amidst this 
existential threat.”

“Patience is one of the great vir-
tues of Christian tradition … Be 
patient as your Heavenly Father is 
patient,” he urged.

“I strongly feel this Eucharistic 
Congress is the starting point of 
global healing,” Cardinal Bo said in 
his catechesis. — ucanews.com

Cardinal Bo: Jesus waits 
patiently for us in the Eucharist

Cardinal Gérald Cyprien Lacroix

Cardinal Charles Maung Bo speaks at the International Eucharistic Congress 
in Budapest, Hungary, Sept 8, 2021. (IEC2021 facebook)
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Can less be more?
Since time immemorial mankind 

has learnt to live in harmony and 
coexist with nature. Our forefathers 
had the wisdom to abide by the laws 
of nature and, in return, were be-
stowed bountiful gifts from nature 
for the sustenance of life. Above all, 
they perceived nature as the source 
of providence, understood her tem-
perament and feared the wrath of 
nature often manifested in the form 
of floods and droughts.

The advent of the Industrial Revo-
lution in the 18th century saw a ma-
jor shift in how society lived and 
adapted to a new economic and so-
cial order. One of the primary causes 
of the Industrial Revolution was the 
emergence of a capitalist economic 
system known as laissez-faire. The 
system applauds individualism 
where the government of the day 
does not interfere in the economic 
decisions of the country. Hence the 
rich capitalist class had a free hand 
in exploiting the working class. The 
proliferation of environmental pol-
lution, poor living conditions and 

child labour was a stark reality in 
this era. 

Unprecedented times for our 
planet
Today, the 20th and 21st century 
generations have evolved into an 
affluent society because of the 
many inventions, economic and 
social systems inherited, reformed 
and improved from the Industrial 
Revolution. We thrive in a technol-
ogy-driven digital economy. We can 
cross borders and operate our busi-
nesses on an international scale us-
ing technology from the comfort of 
our homes.

The relentless pursuit of profits by 
capitalist groups has resulted in a se-
rious climate crisis. Planet earth has 
been stressed beyond measure by 
the activity of releasing carbon diox-
ide and other greenhouse gases into 
the air. Today, there is more carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere than ever 
before. During the 20th and 21st 
century, the level of carbon dioxide 
rose by 40 per cent, and as a result, 

we are in the midst of an unprec-
edented climate crisis. Greenhouse 
gases are produced when we engage 
in activities such as burning fossil 
fuels, deforestation, agriculture and 
cement production.

At first glance, the current climate 
crisis may appear to be caused sole-
ly by big corporations who operate 
business activities on a large scale. 
But a closer look at the causality fac-
tors driving the big businesses is the 
consumerist society. Therefore, it’s 
not just the big corporations which 
needs, to change but our consumer-
ist lifestyle that keep those compa-
nies going needs to change drasti-
cally.

 
A more sustainable lifestyle
A sustainable lifestyle is about living 
in balance with nature, caring for the 
environment and ecological justice. 
Some of the lifestyle changes we can 
make are:
l Stop buying from companies 
that are not eco-friendly — We buy 
most of our products without think-
ing about where or how it was made.  
Most of the carbon footprint comes 
from its production. Buy products 
that last and buy from companies 
that have sustainability initiatives.
l Cut down on mass produced food 
— The agriculture industry is a big 
contributor to emissions. Apart from 
chopping down trees to create farm-
lands and the fertilizers used for the 
crops, the energy that goes into the 
processes of production and trans-
portation to your doorstep is huge. 
Beef, lamb, and palm oil are some of 
the biggest drivers of deforestation.

l Learn about the truths of fast 
fashion — Sustainable fashion is 
reshaping the fashion industry in a 
more socially conscious and eco-
logical way. This means that sus-
tainable fashion has an awareness of 
the working conditions of those who 
make the items, the materials used to 
make the garments and the life cy-
cle of the item. Buy clothing which 
is made to last and will biodegrade. 
Clothing that doesn’t biodegrade 
due to its fabric composition will sit 
in landfill for more than 200 years.
l Work towards zero waste — Ac-
cepting simple living as a tenet of 
life means that you are gradually 
progressing to a zero-waste produc-
ing culture.  Simple living can mean 

different things to different people.  
A good yardstick is if the action 
or behaviour reduces the ecologi-
cal footprint. Opt for food products 
without packaging, grow your own 
food where it is viable. Ditch dis-
posable products such as disposable 
coffee cups, cutlery and plastic bags 
since they have a very bad impact 
on the environment. Become aware 
of what you use and make positive 
changes that are manageable for 
you. — By Suzerian Francis
There is a great need for the in-
troduction of new values in our 
society, where bigger is not neces-
sarily better, where slower can be 
faster and where less can be more.  
–  Gaylord Nelson

Integrating Laudato Si’ 
into children’s catechism 
Pope Francis published his encyclical on 

care for our common home, Laudato 
Si mi Signore (Praise Be to You My 

Lord) on June 18, 2015, making an appeal 
to the Church and the world to acknowledge 
the urgency of our environmental challenges 
and to join him in embarking on a new path 
to protect the earth. One of the highlights by 
Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ is the important 
role of ecological education and spirituality 
to conform to ecological conversion as ex-
pressed in the excerpts below: 

“There is a nobility in the duty to care 
for creation through little daily actions, 
and it is wonderful how education can 
bring about real changes in lifestyle. Ed-
ucation in environmental responsibility 
can encourage ways of acting which di-
rectly and significantly affect the world 
around us, ….. ” LS #211
“Ecological education can take place 
in a variety of settings: at school, in 
families, in the media, in catechesis and 
elsewhere. Good education plants seeds 
when we are young, and these continue 
to bear fruit throughout life.” LS #213
“All Christian communities have an im-
portant role to play in ecological educa-
tion. It is my hope that our seminaries 
and houses of formation will provide an 
education in responsible simplicity of 

life, in grateful contemplation of God’s 
world, and in concern for the needs of 
the poor and the protection of the envi-
ronment.” LS #214
Environmental education is particularly 

vital for our children in faith formation as 
it shapes the younger generation on care for 
our common home which is an essential as-
pect of God’s redemption of the world. By 
teaching children about environmental issues 
within a faith context, we take them into a 
world of values where what we believe about 
God informs our relationship with the earth, 
intertwining environmental concerns with re-
sponsible stewardship.

The catechism classroom plays an impor-
tant role in nurturing core ecological values. 
The teaching of Laudato Si’ can be promoted 
in our children’s catechism.

Laudato Si’ lesson plan for children’s cate-
chism was developed by the Creation Justice 
Ministry, Church of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, Penang, in the year 2020 in response to 
Pope Francis’ environmental encyclical. The 
aim of integrating Laudato Si’ in children’s 
catechism is to help explain and communi-
cate the message of Pope Francis’s encyclical 
on Care for Our Common Home to children, 
and to inspire them to take action.

The issue of care for creation has impli-
cations for the curriculum of the Malaysian 
Catechetical series. Laudato Si’ is integrated 

into topics of relevance in the catechism 
curriculum without any changes to the cur-
riculum. The teaching plan has Laudato Si’ 
quotes as references, suggested discussion 
and activities for each lesson with relevant 
YouTube videos which can be used during 
the lessons.

In January 2021 Laudato Si’ teaching was 
introduced to the online catechism of the Cat-
echetical Ministry, Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, Penang. An online talk on Intro-
duction to Laudato Si’ to the Catechetical 
Ministry, Diocese of Penang was also con-
ducted by the team from Penang State Crea-
tion Justice Commission, Diocese of Penang 
to introduce catechism formators to Laudato 
Si’ in July 2021.

Teaching children core ecological values 
in our catechism classes and reminding them 
that each small and sustainable change made 
has an impact on creating a better environ-
ment, will help to raise a generation of adults 
who are more aware and environmentally 
conscious.

For those interested to have further infor-
mation about the Laudato Si’teaching plan, 
please contact Mary Bharathy, Penang State 
Creation Justice Commission, Diocese of 
Penang at the link below. 

Laudato Si’ to compliment 
children’s catechism

Sept 14 (Tuesday) 
at 8.30pm
Online Talk with the Topic:  
Eating up Our Children’s 
Future; Understanding How 
Our Food Contributes to the 
Climate Emergency (English)
Sept 21 (Friday) 
at 8.30pm
Online Talk with the Topic:  
Eating up Our Children’s 
Future; Understanding How 
Our Food Contributes to the 
Climate Emergency (Chinese)
Oct 1 (Friday) 
at 8.30pm
Online Talk with the Topic:  
Eating up Our Children’s 
Future; Understanding How 
Our Food Contributes to the 
Climate Emergency (Tamil)
Oct 4 (Monday) 
at 11.00am
Online Mass to be celebrated 
from Tree House, at St Anne 
Minor Basilica, by Msgr 
Henry Rajoo, with 4 languages 
for Homily (English, Malay, 
Chinese, Tamil)

Facebook/
YouTube of 
Minor Basilica 
of St. Anne

Season of Creation 
2021 and PROTEC 
Campaign Year 2
Table of Events

The truths of the fast fashion industry

The challenges of a sustainable lifestyle 
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Recently at a workshop a 
woman shared her anxi-
ety about the death of 

her brother. Her older brother 
had died from the COVID virus 
before there were vaccines for 
it, and had died because he had 
exposed himself to catching the 
virus. However, he had exposed 
himself to that danger for a wor-
thy reason. A military veteran, 
living alone, he used much of his 
salary and savings to cook meals 
and take them to feed homeless 
people living under a bridge in 
his hometown, Austin, Texas.

That certainly seems like a 
noble, Christian death, except 
that, in his adult life, he had 
lost any explicit faith in God 
and in Jesus, and self-defined 
as an agnostic (though with no 
antipathy towards religion). He 
simply didn’t believe in God or 
go to church anymore. His sister, 
who shared this story, loved him 
deeply, admired his feeding the 
homeless, but worried about his 
dying outside of an explicit faith 
and the Church. Her anxiety was 
compounded by her other broth-
er, a Christian fundamentalist, 
who was firm in the belief that 
dying outside of the Church puts 

one eternally outside of salva-
tion; in brief, you end up in hell. 
At gut-level, his sister felt that 
this could not be true. Still, she 
was anxious about it and wanted 
some assurance that her fun-
damentalist brother was wrong 
and that her anxiety about her 
brother’s eternal salvation was a 
false fear.

What does one say in the face 
of that? A number of things 
might be said. First, that the God 
who Jesus incarnated and re-
vealed is a God who is in every 
way the antithesis of fundamen-
talism and of this sort of false 
fear about salvation. Jesus as-
sures us that God reads the heart 
in all its complexity, including its 
existential complexity. A funda-
mentalist reads only a written ru-
bric, not the goodness of a heart. 
Also, Scripture describes God 
as ‘a jealous God’. This doesn’t 
mean God gets jealous and angry 
when we are preoccupied with 
our own things or when we be-
tray God through weakness and 
sin. Rather, it means that God, 
like a solicitous parent, never 
wants to lose us and seeks every 
possible means to keep us for 
slipping away and hurting our-

selves. Moreover, in the abstract 
language of academic theology, 
God has a universal will for sal-
vation, and that means for eve-
ryone, including agnostics and 
atheists.

More specifically, Jesus gives 
us three interpenetrating per-
spectives that expose the nar-
rowness of all fundamentalist 
thinking regarding who goes to 
heaven and who goes to hell.

First, he gives us a parable of a 
man who has two sons and asks 
them both to work in his field. 
The first son says he will not do 
it, but in fact ends up doing it; 

the second son says he will do it, 
but ends up not doing it. Which 
is the true son? The answer is 
obvious, but Jesus reinforces 
the parable with this comment: 
It is not necessarily those who 
say ‘Lord, Lord’ who will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but those 
who do the will of God on earth.

What this parable highlights 
is what theologians (from John 
Henry Newman through Karl 
Rahner) have tried to teach — 
namely, that someone can have 
a notional faith that in fact rings 
hollow in the light of true faith. 
Conversely, someone can explic-
itly deny what we hold in our no-
tion of faith and yet in the light 
of what a genuine faith demands, 
have real faith since this is not 
necessarily manifest in one’s no-
tion of faith but in the fruits of 
one’s life.

We also have Jesus’ shock-
ing warning in Matthew 25 
about how we ultimately will be 
judged for heaven or hell, name-
ly, on whether or not we served 
the poor. This warning does not 
suggest that explicit faith and 
church attendance are of no con-
sequence; they have their impor-
tance, but it is warning that there 

are things that are more impor-
tant.

Finally, and perhaps most far-
reachingly in this regard, Jesus 
gives us the power to bind and 
to loose. As parts of the Body of 
Christ, our love, like Jesus’ love, 
keeps a loved one connected to 
the community of salvation. As 
Gabriel Marcel puts it, to love 
someone is to say, you can never 
be lost. This woman’s love for 
her brother assures that he is not 
in hell.

All of this I might have said, 
but instead, I simply referred to 
a wonderful quote from Charles 
Peguy the noted French poet and 
essayist. Peguy once suggested 
that when we die and appear 
before God, each of us will be 
asked this one question: “Where 
are the others?” (“Ou sont les 
autres?”). I assured the anxious 
woman she need not worry about 
her brother’s eternal salvation, 
despite his dying outside of an 
explicit faith and the Church. 
When he stood before God and 
was asked the question (Where 
are the others?) he had a very 
good answer: They are under a 
bridge in Austin. — By Fr Ron 
Rolheiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Under a bridge in Austin

People are often worried about 
how long they will live on 

this earth. We care for our health 
in many ordinary and extraordi-
nary ways. We can even become 
unduly absorbed in the many is-
sues of personal health that could 
affect our dealings and conversa-
tions with others, especially those 
closest to us. All the time we are 
subconsciously aware that eve-
rything will come to an end one 
day. As the poet says, “Therefore, 
send not to know for whom the 
bell tolls; it tolls for thee.” This 
poem, No Man is an Island, 

shows how we are all part of 
the universe and that we are not 
alone. We are affected by those 
around us. When a friend dies it 
affects and even ‘diminishes’ us. 

Many philosophers have tried 
to explain the absurdity of life in 
this world. The psalm which we 
are about to read speaks in a cer-
tain way about this aspect of our 
human condition. However, as a 
man of faith, the psalmist com-
poses a meaningful poem show-
ing the stunning contrast between 
the great God and our puny lives. 

Psalms of Supplication (4) 

Psalms 89 (90) Week 4 Monday 
Morning Prayer

The psalm is a community la-
ment, neatly divided into two 
parts, Verses 1-10 and 11-17. The 
first speaks about the eternity and 
greatness of God while the sec-
ond part expresses man’s weak-
ness and fragility before God. 
God has been a refuge and a for-
tress for man from the beginning 
because he was there right at the 
beginning. The language of birth 
is used for both the mountains 
and the earth. God is said to have 
given birth to these. The moun-

tains in ancient times were con-
sidered to be the dwelling place 
of the gods. God is even greater 
than these gods as he is eternal, 
without any beginning or end.

Verses 3-6 speak of God telling 
man (enosh = man in his frailty) 
to return to the dust from which 
he was created. Man’s life, how-
ever long, can be compared to be 
just a part of the night watch in 
God’s eyes, or a dream which is 
soon forgotten when one awakes, 
or beautiful green grass and flow-
ers which just wither away by the 
evening. Verses 7-10 highlight 
the reason why our lives come 
to an end like a sigh. We have in-
curred the wrath of God because 
of our sins and our failings. He is 
putting an end to our days which 
have been empty and bereft of joy 
because we had forgotten God.

The composition of Verses 
11-17 is a masterly stroke of ge-
nius where the author lines up 
a language of contrast with the 
preceding verses. The lament 
changes from the idea of mortal-
ity to human misery. The psalm-
ist first asks for wisdom to un-
derstand himself so that he can 
understand the anger of God. The 
contrasts are played out accord-
ingly: Verse 13 “Lord, relent”, 
that is “return” to us is in opposi-
tion to Verse 3 “Go back”, that is 
“return” to dust.  Verse 14 “In the 
morning fill us with your love” is 
in contrast to Verses 5-6, where 

the grass and flowers which 
bloom in the morning will wither 
by the evening. “Rejoice all our 
days” of Verse 14 stands in op-
position to Verse 9 “All our days 
pass away…” And therefore, the 
psalmist appeals for a balance of 
joy in his life as much as he has 
endured sadness and pain. Thus, 
the psalm ends with a confident 
prayer to God to bless the work 
that fills our human endeavour in 
this world.

Christ cautioned us not to stake 
our all on earthly values nor  
“build bigger barns”, Lk 12:18. 
He invited people to be “poor 
in spirit”. He even requested a 
prospective follower to sell eve-
rything and give to the poor and 
then come back to follow him. 
The sermon on the mount insists 
that God is aware of what is go-
ing on in our lives. He can never 
be absent.

In our own prayer we can rec-
ognise our frailty and our fragil-
ity. We need to have the confident 
hope that God is present in our 
weaknesses. God is angry with 
Satan, not with the sinner for 
whom his Son has already won 
the victory. We can meditate on 
grace and freedom in our lives. 
Perhaps it is sometimes helpful 
to begin our prayer focusing on 
our sinfulness and being filled 
with the hope of his unbounded 
love and forgiveness. — By Msgr 
James Gnanapiragasam

Divine Splendour and Human Frailty
Reflecting on the Psalms
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HAPPY
MALAYSIA

DAY

Answer:Take up his cross and follow Me. 
Answer: disciples, said, John, Elijah, prophets, Peter, CHRIST

Use the letters that you pass going
 through the maze to fill in the blanks:

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus tells the apostles, 
“If any man would come after me, let him deny himself 

Little CatholicsLittle Catholics’’ Corner CornerLLiittttllee  CCaatthhoolliiccss’’  CCoorrnneerr

Dear children,
Malaysia Day is just around the corner. Besides be-
ing a public holiday that Malaysians enjoy on Sep-
tember 16, it is also a really significant time in his-
tory for our country as it was the day the Malaysian 
Federation was formed in 1963.

Children, do you know that Peninsular Malaysia, 
and the states of Sabah and Sarawak have different 
Independence days?

Though Sabah and Sarawak are now a part of 
Malaysia, they actually achieved independence from 
British colonial rule at different times. Sabah was 
given self-governing rights on August 31,1963, 
shortly before the formation of the federation. 
Sarawak, on the other hand, gained independence 
earlier, on July 22, 1963, while Malaya gained inde-
pendence on August 31, 1957.

To celebrate Malaysia Day, let us continue to pray 
for our Nation and continue to be a “Malaysia Pri-
hatin” citizen. On Sept 1, we began the month-long 
celebration of the Season of Creation. Let us ob-
serve this not just for one month but continuously.

Happy 58th Malaysia Day children!
Love

Aunty Eliz
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A skateboarding priest — and his 
skateboard with Eucharistic symbols 
printed on it, such as a chalice and the 

Lamb of God — has drawn attention on so-
cial media as the sport enjoys renewed popu-
larity, thanks to its inclusion in the Tokyo 
2020 Olympics.

In fact, it was the Olympic Games that in-
spired Fr John Paul Zeller, 45, to return to 
skateboarding after more than 25 years.

The Franciscan Missionaries of the Eter-
nal Word have posted on their YouTube 
channel a video in which Fr John talks about 
why he’s doing this:

As a child, I skateboarded. Five years! Five 
years of my life were spent skateboarding, 
from seventh grade the whole way to really 
the end of high school. And I spent three, 
four hours a day or more skateboarding. 
Lots of time skateboarding!
He says the Friars watched a lot of the 

Olympics, and that the inclusion of profes-
sional skateboarding was particularly eye-
catching — and inspiring.

I’ve just been inspired. I wanted to start 
skateboarding again … I’m too old; you 
know, I’m 45 now, not in the shape that I 
was, but you know, I don’t have to be like 

I was when I was a kid. I can still skate-
board and have fun …
Fr Zeller turned to Motherboards, a 

company that specialises in skateboards 
with a Catholic design, and ended up get-
ting one as a gift. The video includes the 
unboxing of the skateboard, which came 
with several decals and holy cards, a tee-

shirt, and other goodies.
The design of the skateboard is notewor-

thy on its own.
When he was a teenager, his skateboards 

had a different kind of look:
“When I skateboarded, my boards had 

snakes, skulls … Demonic stuff. Not good. 
My mom hated it. Hated, with a capital H!

But the new skateboard, with the image of 
the Lamb of God and of the Eucharist — a 
consecrated Host floating over a chalice — 
would certainly make her proud, he says, 
looking at his new board with a smile.

And it is precisely the “Catholic look” of 
the skateboard that turns Fr John Paul’s natu-
ral ability into an unusual means of aposto-
late and evangelisation.

People’s curiosity about a skateboarding 
friar and the meaning of those graphics cre-
ates opportunities to talk to them about Je-
sus, the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sins of the world, and about the perfect har-
mony between a life dedicated to God and 
a healthy enjoyment of life, which is a gift 
from Him.

The friar told ACI Prensa news agency (in 
Spanish), “Skateboarding can also be used to 
show young people that the Gospel can be 
lived in sports, in rest, in leisure.”

Fr John Paul has been part of the Mis-
sionaries of the Eternal Word since 2013, 
and one of his apostolates is evangelisation 
through the media. He works at EWTN, the 
largest Catholic television network in the 
world, founded by the pioneering Mother 
Angelica. — By Francisco Veneto, Aleteia

VIETNAM: Many young Catholics who are 
interested in evangelisation ask what ways the 
Church has to spread the faith among non-
Christian youths. This is a good question and 
reflects the youths’ concerns and interest in 
the Church. They must be ecstatic about their 
faith to think about spreading it among other 
youths.

Catholics are only a small 
minority in Vietnam, and 
most Catholic youths work 
with people who do not share 
their religion in their work 
environment. Therefore, it is 
eminently desirable for them 
to share faith with others. 
In his 2019 message to Vietnamese Catholic 
youth, Pope Francis reminded them of the 
mission of bearing witness and evangelising 
young pagans who have the right to hear the 
Good News.

When asking about the Church’s ways of 
evangelisation, many people will probably 
picture a structured and hierarchical Church 
in which clergy and religious map directions. 
That way of thinking needs to be broadened 
and balanced. In reality, clergy and religious 
are, after all, just a minority at the heart of the 

Church. Most of the members that make up the 
Church are the community of God’s people — 
laypeople living their vocation in society.

Youth who have been baptised and educated 
in the Catholic faith have a duty to evangelise 
and preach the faith to those who do not yet 
know God. Those in charge in the Church can 
create programmes, activities, directions, plans 

and strategies, but it is the 
young people who carry out 
those programmes who are 
the first-hand witnesses con-
verting the minds and hearts 
of other youths around them.

The Church relies on young 
Catholics to spread the faith in 

God to pagan youth.
Who are these young Catholics? They are 

full members of the Church. In daily life, they 
directly interact with followers of other faiths. 
Therefore, any young Catholic can be the face 
of the Church. Whether young people of other 
faiths gain a favourable or negative impres-
sion of the Catholic faith and want to embrace 
Catholicism or not depends partly on their im-
pression of young Catholics.

Most people do not come to love the Church 
only because of its good teachings but may do 

so because of its inspiring examples of life. A 
hundred good teachings are not necessarily as 
effective as a good example. Many youths are 
interested in the Church simply because they 
admire the young people in the Church, find-
ing beauty, attractiveness, and personal traits 
that they long to emulate.

The Church requires young Catholics to 
dare live out their faith in the heart of the 
world. The Church needs Catholics’ jovial per-
sonalities to speak to non-Catholics about the 
practical value of the Catholic faith and their 
moral convictions in modern society.

While Vietnam sees the decline and fall of 
morality because of economic development, 
nothing is more precious than faith in young 
people's preparations for life. In the treasury 
of the Catholic faith, countless moral lessons 
teach youths how to live well and humanely. 
It takes faith to have a spiritual outlook on 
life. Having a strong faith as a pillar can help 
youths overcome tumultuous times in their 
lives. Faith, when shared properly, can be re-
ceived well and certainly encourages young 
people to live more peacefully and happily. — 
By Joseph Cao Gia An, SJ, ucanews.com

The skateboarding priest with the 
“holy graphics” on his board

Vietnam’s young Catholics must evangelise among 
youths of other faiths

Catholic youths attend a thanksgiving Mass ending their voluntary service at a healthcare center for 
COVID-19 patients on Sept 7, 2021 in Bien Hoa. (UCA News Photo courtesy of giaophanxuanloc.net)

Fr John Paul Zeller displaying his skateboard with Eucharistic symbols printed on it.

The Church requires 
young Catholics who 

dare live out their 
faith in the heart of 

the world

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u-tuictJyvU


HERALD September 12, 2021 Youth 17

KUALA LUMPUR: Fr Patrick Massang 
CSsR and Sr Maria Dipal RGS  shared about 
their religious life in two online sessions 
held on August 22 and 29 for Level 9 stu-
dents from the Church of Our Lady of Fatima 
(OLF). 

Despite the sessions being held online, we 
were still able to feel and sense their passion, 
enthusiasm and drive towards the work they 
do. We had never really given much thought 
about religious life - we didn't think of it as a 
potential career choice. We assumed that the 
religious life was going to be all black and 
white, with no fun and only strict rules. How-
ever, we were proven wrong while listening 
to Fr Patrick and Sr Maria’s talks. 

Fr Patrick, a Redemptorist priest, shared 
his journey to the priesthood. We learned 
about the hardships he faced, his doubts, 
his sacrifices as well as the great joy he 
has found in serving God. It gave us a 
new perspective of religious life, as well 
as a great sense of admiration for the du-
ties of a priest, who are still very busy 
during the pandemic. 

Fr Patrick mentioned that he was at 
first rejected for the seminary because he 
didn’t seem ready, but he chose to trust 
God’s timing and plan for him and re-

sumed his normal life until God finally 
called him back. We learned that we 
should always open our hearts to God 
and listen for his calling. 

Fr Patrick also talked about the sacri-
fices he made when entering the priest-
hood, how he was assigned to a church 
in a tiny village in Sarawak despite being 
unable to understand the local language 
and not being fond of water (he had to 
travel by boat along rivers). Fr Patrick 
managed to overcome the odds and used 
his musical talent as a way to raise funds 

to help improve 
the quality of life 
for the locals. Lis-
tening to Fr Pat-
rick’s stories and 
e x p e r i e n c e s 
reminded us 
that priests 
and reli-
gious are 
h u m a n 
too.

Sr Maria answered the call to pursue 
Jesus and shared the joys of being 
a Good Shepherd Sister.

Sr Maria spoke about how 
the Good Shepherd Sisters help 
women and children who have 
been abused. We felt inspired 
by the Good Shepherd Sisters. 
We were struck when she 
mentioned the parable of 
the lost sheep to us. The 
parable spoke about how 
Jesus left the ninety-nine 
sheep just to go after the 
one as mentioned in Luke 
15: 4-5. Jesus rejoiced 
once the lost sheep was 
found. 

Most of us would question this parable 
because, in cinematic movies, we often 
see that it is better to sacrifice one per-
son to save hundreds. However, Sr Maria 

mentioned that even one sheep 
is important to the shepherd, 
in the sense that Jesus is the 
shepherd and we are the lost 
sheep and the angels in heav-
en will sing in chorus when 
one returns to God. 

By society’s standards, it 
is easy for us to be labelled 

as useless and unworthy 
but in the eyes of God 
who is ever so loving 
and kind, we are worth 
more than we are aware 
of. 

Sr Maria then showed 
a video of  the testimo-
nies of several Good 

Shepherd Sisters. They spoke about how 
rewarding and emotionally fulfilling their 
job was. Aspiring to be like the shepherd 
himself, the Sisters shared God’s love 

with the needy, the lonely and the under-
privileged. 

We think that it is especially important 
for us to share God’s love with everyone, 
especially now during the pandemic. It is 
very easy to allow ourselves to be con-
sumed by loneliness and caught up in 
all our problems and even to forget how 
much God truly loves and cares for us.

On behalf of all our classmates, we are 
very grateful to our catechists for organ-
ising this session as well as Fr Patrick 
Massang and Sr Maria Dipal for sharing 
their experiences. It was a very valuable 
session that has definitely piqued our in-
terest in our faith. We encourage youth 
to look into the lives of the religious and 
cast aside their fear to serve God, wheth-
er it be to serve in a church ministry or 
look into the path of priesthood. — By 
Lara Tej Kaur and Christian Shalom 
Felix

OLF youth gain insight 
on religious life

How do I 
keep my 

M e r d e k a /                  
Malaysia spirit 
alive during this 
pandemic? For 
me, since we 
can’t go out 
to celebrate, I 
play patriotic 
songs during 
the day such 
as Keranamu 
Malaysia, Jalur 
Gemilang and 
sing them with my siblings. We love to 
reminisce how the soldiers, prime minis-
ters and others freed our country from be-
ing colonised. Merdeka/Malaysia is about 
all different races of people uniting to save 
our country from being colonised. Thus, 
my mother suggested to my siblings and 
I to channel the profits from our business 
to those who have been affected by this 
whole pandemic, especially the rural areas 
where my grandmother lives. So we help 
by buying rations for them irrespective or 
race or religion as we live in a multicultural 
country. — Lusiana Bangi

‘Malaysia Day. It is pretty 
much ironic given the cur-

rent state of affairs. Despite this, 
we are known to be stubborn - the 
White Flag Movement, awareness 
being made on 
domestic vio-
lence, food do-
nation banks, 
suicide, public 
policy making. 
The Malaysia I 
was born and 
bred in is still 
the same. Her 
spirit is still 
very much 
alive in all of 
us. 

We are people who persevere 
no matter how hard it is and how 
many tears we have shed. So this 
Malaysia Day, don't give up on 
hope. Be kind to one another. Give 
offerings when you can. The Lord 
knows. He hasn’t given up on you 
or on Malaysia. So, you shouldn’t 
as well. — Nicole Lim, Church of St 
Ignatius, PJ

Malaysia Day and COVID-19. 
These things have entwined 

over the last two years and has 
curtailed our freedom. Some of us 
have felt devastated by the impact 
of the pandemic in our lives. There 
are fears of the present and the fu-
ture. The possibilities are limitless 
but one thing remains the same 
and that is that Jesus will always lift 
us up in times of despair and an-
guish. He will still stretch his hand 
out for us no matter how tough our 
live is. Do not be hesitant to appre-
ciate and uphold the liberation of 
your nation due to a pandemic 
but instead 
relish on it as 
the price of 
peace was 
paid by her 
f o u n d i n g 
fathers dec-
ades ago.  
— Isaac a/l 
Emile Peter 
L o u r d e s , 
Penang

To me, keeping the Malaysia Day spirit 
alive amidst the pandemic is about be-

ing strong. As of right now, the country is 
in a bad state. People are going hungry and 
businesses have closed down. With all these 
considered it's easy to think that Malaysia 
is done for. It's easy to think that it's time 
to move to seemingly greener pastures. 
However, to me Malaysia is more than its 
political situation and standard of living. In 
these trying times I keep in mind the coun-
try that was before the pandemic. A coun-
try where it's people value people first and 
foremost over work, results and other ma-
terial things. A country where people live 
simply, taking life one step at a time. These 
and others are things about Malaysia that 
no amount of turmoil and strife can take 
away. No matter the situation now, I will 

not give up on Ma-
laysia. I will stay and 
hope until things get 
back to normal and 
that I think is what 
it means to keep the 
Malaysia spirit alive. 
— Jayden Pradeep, 
Church of the Good 
Shepherd, KL

Below are some sharings from 
our  Level Nine classmates: 

“I felt very lucky to be a part of this 
talk. It is not often that we get to be in 

the presence of such people and hear them 
talk about their experiences. I learned that 
while this is a difficult profession to be in, 
it is most definitely a rewarding one.’’ — 
Aaron

“Fr Patrick and Sr Maria were really 
nice and friendly. What I learned 

is to always be thankful and grateful for 
what I have and not to compare or com-
plain about what I don’t have. It was really 
sad when Sr Maria was talking about how 
some of the Africans were eating sand and 
how some people were finding it hard to 
go to school.’’ — Serrah Anne Anthony

“It is touching to see how we, as 
Catholics, can have a great impact 

on someone’s life by helping people and 
looking out for them.” — Sanjaanah 
Arumugam

Keeping the Merdeka spirit alive amidst the pandemic

A new perspective on religious life

The joy of being a Good Shepherd Nun
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And I heard a voice 
from heaven saying, 

“Write this: 
Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord

 from now on.” 
“Blessed indeed,” 

says the Spirit, 
“that they may rest 
from their labours,

 for their deeds 
follow them!”

Revelation 14:13
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In my thoughts I see you
In my heart I feel your presence

And sense you are near
I wipe away my tears
Though you are gone

You are never
Far from me

You are forever
In my heart

Until we meet again
Loving You Always,

Mummy

RENAE ANGELIQUE

28 January 1985 ~ 14 September 2006

          

NEVER FORGOTTEN
You’ll never be forgotten
That simply cannot be.
As long as we are living
We’ll carry you with us.

Safely tucked within our heart
Your light will always shine;

A glowing ember never stilled,
Throughout the end of time.

No matter what the future brings,
Or what may lie ahead;

We know that you will walk with us
Along the path we tread.

So rest my angel, be at peace
And let your soul fly free.

One day we will join your glorious flight
For all eternity.

3rd Anniversary                                                                                       
In Ever Loving Memory of

Anthony Fong Yoon Chong
14.1.1964 - 16.9 2018

Deeply missed and cherished by                                                       
Beloved wife, Melrose                              
and daughter, Felicity.

NAIROBI: On the occasion of the 
18th anniversary of Maurice Mi-
chael Cardinal Otunga’s death, the 
Archdiocese of Nairobi encourag-
es the faithful to keep praying for 
the cause of his beatification and 
canonisation.

“Let us continue praying for an 
extraordinary miracle for the cause 
of beatification and canonisation 
of the Servant of God, Maurice 
Michael Cardinal Otunga,” Sr 
Esther Ichugu FMI, Secretary to 
Cardinal Otunga’s Beatification 
Committee, said.

Sr Ichugu spoke on Sept 6 at 

the Holy Family Minor Basilica 
in Nairobi during Mass to mark 
the 18th death anniversary of the 
Servant of God, Maurice Michael 
Cardinal Otunga.

“We, the Archdiocese of Nai-
robi, are movers of the process; 
let us continue to uplift the pro-
cess. Three things are expected of 
us: 1) prayer for an extraordinary 
miracle and for the process, 2) 
donations for the process and 3) 
patience.

“We, as the Catholic Church in 
Kenya, are privileged to have the 
Servant of God, Maurice Michael 

Otunga as a model of virtue. He 
lived in our midst and is living to-
day through his legacy of heroic 
virtues,” she added.

Born on January 31, 1923 in 
Chebukwa village of Western 
Kenya, Cardinal Otunga died on 6 
September 2003 at the age of 80. 
He served the Church for 53 years 
as a priest, Bishop and Cardinal. 
— Vatican News

Kenya prays for beatification 
of Cardinal Otunga
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St John Chrysostom
Born in Antioch, c. 347, St John Chrys-

ostom (Golden-mouthed) was perhaps 
the greatest preacher in the history of 

the Church, thus the name given him, and the 
most prominent Greek father of the Church.

He grew up in Antioch, received an ex-
cellent classical Greek education and, upon 
meeting the holy bishop Meletus, he decided 
to devote his time to the study of religious 
works and the Sacred Scriptures. He received 
Baptism after three years of study and set out 
for the desert to live the ascetic life of a her-
mit.

His extreme mortifications left him in frag-
ile health, and he thus returned to Antioch 
after two years of recovery, and devoted him-
self to studying for the priesthood. He was 
ordained in 386 and served in the Cathedral 
of Antioch for 12 years, winning widespread 
fame for his sublime preaching.

In 398 he was forcefully appointed Patri-
arch of Constantinople, and fast became very 

popular with his flock through his example of 
preaching and courage in front of the impe-
rial power, whose corruption and decadence 
he never shirked from criticising in public.

This attitude naturally made an enemy of 
the empress Eudoxia as well as Theophilus, 

bishop of Alexandria, who had him con-
demned on false charges in 403. He was 
exiled to Armenia where he continued to be 
a great presence in the Church of the East 
through his many letters. He was exiled from 
Armenia to an isolated place along the Black 
Sea. He died during the journey in 407 in 
Pontus, his ill health unable to endure its rig-
ours.

In 438 the Emperor Theodosius II of 
Constantinople,had John’s body returned to 
Constantinople and did penance for the sins 
of his mother Eudoxia.

Chrysostom’s many writings, especially 
homilies and commentaries on the Gospels, 
are still extant and have exerted great influ-
ence over the centuries. — CNA

For a while there were two feasts in hon-
our of the Sorrowful Mother: one going 

back to the 15th century, the other to the 17th 
century. For a while both were celebrated by 
the universal Church: one on the Friday be-
fore Palm Sunday, the other in September.

The principal biblical references to Mary’s 
sorrows are in Luke 2:35 and John 19:26-
27. The Lucan passage is Simeon’s predic-
tion about a sword piercing Mary’s soul; the 
Johannine passage relates Jesus’ words from 
the cross to Mary and to the beloved disci-
ple.

Many early Church writers interpret the 
sword as Mary’s sorrows, especially as she 
saw Jesus die on the cross. Thus, the two 
passages are brought together as prediction 
and fulfilment.

St Ambrose in particular sees Mary as a 
sorrowful yet powerful figure at the cross. 
Mary stood fearlessly at the cross while oth-
ers fled. Mary looked on her Son’s wounds 
with pity, but saw in them the salvation of 
the world. As Jesus hung on the cross, Mary 
did not fear death, but instead offered herself 
to her persecutors. — CNA

Our Lady of Sorrows

The feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross celebrates two historical events: 

the discovery of the True Cross by Saint 
Helena, the mother of the Emperor Con-
stantine, in 320 under the temple of Venus 
in Jerusalem, and the dedication in 335 of 
the basilica and shrine built on Calvary by 
Constantine, which mark the site of the Cru-
cifixion.

The basilica, named the Martyrium, and 
the shrine, named the Calvarium, were de-
stroyed by the Persians in 614. The Church 
of the Holy sepulchre, which now stands on 

the site was built by the crusaders in 1149.
However, the feast, more than anything 

else, is a celebration and commemoration 
of God’s greatest work: his salvific death 
on the Cross and His Resurrection, through 
which death was defeated and the doors to 
Heaven opened.

The entrance antiphon for the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross is: “We should 
glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for he is our salvation, our life and our res-
urrection: through him we are saved and 
made free.” — CNA

Exaltation of the Cross

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, September 12
(2 Timothy 2:8,11-13)
Remember the Good News that I car-
ry, ‘Jesus Christ risen from the dead, 
sprung from the race of David’. Here 
is a saying that you can rely on: ‘If we 
have died with him, then we shall live 
with him. If we hold firm, then we shall 
reign with him. If we disown him, then 
he will disown us. We may be unfaith-
ful, but he is always faithful, for he 
cannot disown his own self.’
Monday, September 14
(Wisdom 7:13-14)
What I learned without self-interest, I 
pass on without reserve; I do not in-
tend to hide her riches. For she is an 
inexhaustible treasure to men, and 
those who acquire her win God’s 
friendship, commended as they are 
to him by the benefits of her teaching.
Tuesday, September 14
(Hebrews 2: 9-10)
We see in Jesus one who was for a 
short while made lower than the an-
gels and is now crowned with glory 
and splendour because he submitted 
to death; by God’s grace he had to ex-
perience death for all mankind. As it 
was his purpose to bring a great many 
of his sons into glory, it was inappro-
priate that God, for whom everything 
exists and through whom everything 
exists, should make perfect, through 
suffering, the leader who would take 
them to their salvation.
Wednesday, September 15
(Colossians 1: 24-25)
It is now my happiness to suffer for 
you. This is my way of helping to com-
plete, in my poor human flesh, the full 
tale of Christ’s afflictions still to be en-
dured, for the sake of his body which 
is the Church. I became its servant 
by virtue of the task assigned to me 
by God for your benefit; to deliver his 
message in full.                                                                 
Thursday, September 16
(Romans 8: 18-21)
I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are  not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed to 
us. For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the sons 
of God; for the creation was subjected 
to futility, not of its own will but by the 
will of him who subjected it in hope; 
because the creation itself will be set 
free from its bondage to decay and 
obtain the glorious liberty of the chil-
dren of God.
Friday, September 17
(Galatians 2: 19b-20)
With Christ I hang upon the cross, 
and yet I am alive; or rather, not I; it is 
Christ that lives in me. True, I am liv-
ing, here and now, this mortal life; but 
my real life is the faith I have in Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me. 
Saturday, September 18
(2 Peter 3: 13-14)
What we are waiting for is what he 
promised; the new heavens and new 
earth, the place where righteousness 
will be at home. So then, my friends, 
while you are waiting, do your best to 
live lives without spot or stain so that 
he will find you at peace. Think of our 
Lord’s patience as your opportunity to 
be saved.

Patron Saint of:
 Orators
 Preachers

 Speakers

Feastday: September 13

When Robert Bellarmine was ordained 
in 1570, the study of Church history 

and the fathers of the Church was in a sad 
state of neglect. A promising scholar from his 
youth in Tuscany, he devoted his energy to 
these two subjects, as well as to Scripture, in 
order to systematise Church doctrine against 
the attacks of the Protestant Reformers. He 
was the first Jesuit to become a professor at 
Louvain.

His most famous work is his three-volume 
Disputations on the Controversies of the 
Christian Faith. Particularly noteworthy are 
the sections on the temporal power of the 
pope and the role of the laity. Bellarmine in-
curred the anger of monarchists in England 
and France by showing the divine-right-of-
kings theory to be untenable. He developed 
the theory of the indirect power of the pope 
in temporal affairs; although he was defend-
ing the pope against the Scottish philosopher 
Barclay, he also incurred the ire of Pope Six-
tus V.

Bellarmine was made a cardinal by Pope 
Clement VIII on the grounds that “he had 
not his equal for learning.” While he occu-

pied apartments in the Vatican, Bellarmine 
relaxed none of his former austerities. He 
limited his household expenses to what was 
barely essential, eating only the food avail-
able to the poor. He was known to have ran-
somed a soldier who had deserted from the 
army and he used the hangings of his rooms 

to clothe poor people, remarking, “The walls 
won’t catch cold.”

Among many activities, Bellarmine be-
came theologian to Pope Clement VIII, pre-
paring two catechisms which have had great 
influence in the Church.

The last major controversy of Bellarmine’s 
life came in 1616 when he had to admonish 
his friend Galileo, whom he admired. He 
delivered the admonition on behalf of the 
Holy Office, which had decided that the he-
liocentric theory of Copernicus was contrary 
to Scripture. The admonition amounted to a 
caution against putting forward — other than 
as a hypothesis — theories not yet fully prov-
en. This shows that saints are not infallible.

Robert Bellarmine died on Sept 17, 1621. 
The process for his canonisation was begun 
in 1627, but was delayed until 1930 for po-
litical reasons stemming from his writings. 
In 1930, Pope Pius XI canonised him, and 
the next year declared him a doctor of the 
Church. — Franciscan Media

St Robert Bellarmine
Patron Saint of:
 Catechists
 Catechumens

Feastday: September 17
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The Eucharist should not 
be received unworthily

BUDAPEST: Priests have a duty to remind 
Catholics not to receive the Eucharist in a state 
of serious sin and to make Confession easily 
available, a Nigerian cardinal said at the Inter-
national Eucharistic Congress.

“It is still the doctrine of the Church, that 
anyone who knows himself or herself to be in 
a state of serious sin which distances him from 
the love of God, should not move forward to 
receive Holy Communion simply because 
everybody is going,” Cardinal John Onaiye-
kan said, during a livestreamed catechesis in 
the Hungarian capital, Budapest, on Sept 9.

“He must first avail himself of the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation with God through 
confession.”

“Unfortunately, what we see is a general 
stream of people going for Communion at 
Mass, and it seems like they don’t really both-
er about whether they are in the right spiritual 
state to receive it.”

“It is the duty of pastors to remind the faith-
ful about this, without introducing unneces-
sary exaggerations in the matter. It is also the 
duty of pastors to make access to Confession 
easily available for the faithful.”

Cardinal Onaiyekan served as the archbish-
op of Abuja from 1994 until 2019, when Pope 
Francis accepted his retirement at the age of 
75. He delivered an hour-long catechesis on 
Catholic doctrine on the Eucharist at the 52nd 
International Eucharistic Congress taking 
place in Hungary on Sept 5-12.

The 77-year-old cardinal recommended that 
priests preach on the worthy reception of the 
Eucharist so that people will know when they 

are in an irregular situation and “will regulate 
their behavior without waiting to be publicly 
pulled out of the Communion rails.”

“There is a debate going on in some coun-
tries about whether a politician, who for politi-
cal reasons votes for an immoral law, should 
be prevented from receiving Holy Commun-
ion,” Onaiyekan said.

“If voting for an immoral law, even in a 
secular state, amounts to becoming an accom-
plice to the crime, then we would be dealing 
with a moral decision that is incompatible 
with receiving Holy Communion.”

“But from a pastoral point of view, it is not 
so clear whether if such a person actually pre-
sents himself at the altar rails for Communion, 
we should publicly refuse to give him Com-

munion, thereby causing a major uproar and 
scandal. Both St Augustine and St Thomas 
Aquinas propose discretion in handling such 
cases.”

The African cardinal added that “a Catho-
lic politician who disagrees publicly with 
his Church on a moral issue would do well 
to avoid deliberately provoking controversy 
around the Holy Eucharist.”

Onaiyekan said that, as a bishop, he had 
tried his best to encourage Catholic politicians 
to “always stand out clearly and oppose any 
law that is against the law of God.”

“Even if he is unable to prevent the passage 
of an immoral law, he should at least be on 
record as having opposed it,” he added.

“In the Holy Eucharist, we have an intimate 
union with Jesus Christ, the Son of God the 
Father, through the action of the Holy Spirit. In 
other words, we have an intimate union with 
the Holy Trinity. Through the Holy Eucharist, 
God not only comes to us but God lives in us 
and we in him,” Onaiyekan said.

“We can say first and foremost that, strictly 
speaking, nobody is worthy to receive Holy 
Communion. We are all sinners before God. 
That is why when, at the beginning of Mass, 
we recite the Confiteor — ‘I confess to al-
mighty God’ — we must do it sincerely. It is 
not just a formality,” he said.

“We should thank God for admitting us into 
union with himself, and for making us worthy 
to celebrate the Eucharist with him, through 
his mercy.” — By Courtney Mares, CNA

l Turn to Page 12 for more

BRATISLAVA: When Pope Francis touches 
down in Slovakia on Sunday, Sept 12 he will 
find a country greatly changed since a pope 
last set foot on its soil, according to a local 
bishop.

Bishop Jozef Haľko, an auxiliary bishop of 
Bratislava archdiocese, said that the “atmos-
phere around the Church” had altered since 
Pope John Paul II visited in 2003, in his third 
trip to the central European country.

“Pope Francis’ visit to Slovakia must be 
viewed in the context of St. John Paul II’s vis-
its,” said the 57-year-old bishop.

“Already during communism, before 1989, 
a large petition was launched asking that the 
pope be invited to Slovakia. The communist 
secret police stifled this voice of the people, 
even persecuting those who had organized the 
collection of signatures.”

“Still, they were not able to stop this popular 
movement. The letters, in one way or another, 
got to John Paul II. The Pope was moved by it. 
For this, he came three times – in 1990, 1995 
and 2003.”

“The older generations retain a strong mem-
ory of the visits,” Bishop Haľko said.

He explained that in the following 25 years, 
Slovakia has changed profoundly.

“In the 1990s, there was enthusiasm after 
the fall of Communism. This enthusiasm also 
involved the Church, perceived as the only of-
ficially existing body to fight the Communist 
regime,” he recalled.

But the new generation “does not perceive 
things that way. The Church is no longer 
considered in a positive light solely because 
of what it did during Communism,” he said, 
adding: “The atmosphere around the Church 
has thus changed.”

Bishop Haľko, who was named a bishop by 
Benedict XVI in 2012, said it was difficult to 
assess whether there is more or less trust in the 
Church today. But he suggested that the de-
cline in the number of vocations was a strong 
indicator, though it is part of a wider European 
trend.

“Secularisation cannot be denied. It is pow-
erful. It enters much more deeply into the 
mentality, into the collective unconscious, 
through social networks and the media,” he 
said.

Though Communism has collapsed, some 
of the scars remain. And though the percep-
tion of the Church has changed, the memory 

of what the Church did must be kept alive, 
said the bishop.

“The big call is to be grounded in the truth 
and to be understandable to modern man, 
without diluting the Gospel’s words. Our tes-
timony must speak of the Kingdom of God 
every day.”

The Prelate hopes that Pope Francis’ Sept 
12-15 visit will help to revive this spirit.  — 
By Andrea Gagliarducci, CNA

Slovakia has changed profoundly since last papal visit

BRUNEI: The Chris-
tian Institute for Theo-
logical Engagement 
(CHRISTE) has estab-
lished the Cornelius 
Cardinal Sim (pic) Pro-
fessorial Chair in The-
ology and Dialogue.

The chair will be 
funded through an en-
dowment from a com-
munity of benefactors 
in tribute to the late 
cardinal.

“On this 100th day since the passing of His 
Eminence, we hereby announce that CHRISTE 
has been endowed a professorial chair from a 
community of benefactors in tribute to the late 
Cardinal Sim’s life and ministry to the People 
of God. This professorial chair carries the name 
of Cardinal Sim and comes with a mandate to 
undertake ongoing theological reflection and 
dialogue through research, teaching and pub-
lication,” said Jocelyn Yeo, chairperson of the 
board of governors of CHRISTE, in a press 
statement on Sept 5.

Yeo said the funding will be used for research 
and publication activities on issues of theol-
ogy and dialogue that were close to the heart 
of Cardinal Sim, advancing the mandate of its 
research institute.

 “The Cornelius Cardinal Sim Professorial 
Chair in Theology and Dialogue represents the 
desire of both the benefactors and our research 
institute to faithfully preserve and continue the 
legacy that the late cardinal has left behind in 
his apostolic mission to the Church and the 
world,” Yeo said.

Deacon Sherman Kuek, leading research 
fellow in Catholic and ecumenical thought at 
CHRISTE, has been appointed as the Cornelius 
Cardinal Sim professor of theology and dia-
logue.

With the assistance of a panel of consultors, 
the professor will receive, evaluate and recom-
mend research proposals from scholars who 
will be potential recipients of annual grants 
funded by this endowment.

“Throughout his episcopal ministry, His Em-
inence had a concern that Christians should be 
well equipped to respond faithfully to the so-
cietal realities of their day. For this reason, His 
Eminence became the inaugural ecclesiastical 
patron of CHRISTE when the research institute 
was established on August 28, 2020, under a 
United Nations treaty which places it under the 
legal jurisdiction of international law,” Deacon 
Kuek said.

The official establishment of the professorial 
chair and the installation of the named professor 
will take place on Sept 16, Cardinal Sim’s 70th 
birth anniversary.

The occasion will be marked by the release of 
a commemorative booklet, the investiture of the 
academic stole on the named professor, and the 
broadcasting of a special lecture presented by 
the professor. — ucanews.com

Professorial 
Chair established 
in honour of late 
Brunei Cardinal

Nigerian Cardinal John Onaiyekan speaks 
at the International Eucharistic Congress 
in Budapest, Hungary, Sept 9, 2021. (CNA 
photo/Daniel Ibáñez)

Bishop Jozef Haľko, auxiliary bishop of 
Bratislava, Slovakia




