
VATICAN: Pope Francis 
on October 10 officially 
launched the two-year 

synod process in an opening Mass 
where he urged the global Catho-
lic Church to leave behind out-
worn pastoral models.

“Everything changes once we are ca-
pable of genuine encounters with [Jesus] 
and with one another, without formalism 
or pretence, but simply as we are. In these 
days, Jesus calls us, as He did the rich man 
in the Gospel, to empty ourselves, to free 
ourselves from all that is worldly, includ-
ing our inward-looking and outworn pasto-
ral models,” said the Holy Father.

In inaugurating the new process, the 
Pope said the Christian community must 
reflect the “style of God, who travels the 
paths of history and shares in the life of 
humanity.” 

The 84-year-old Pope encouraged Cath-
olics to meet and listen to one another, al-
lowing God to help them begin walking 
together “where we are”.

“This is a time to look others in the eye 
and listen to what they have to say, to build 
rapport, to be sensitive to the questions of 
our sisters and brothers.” 

“Are we prepared for the adventure of 
this journey? Or are we fearful of the un-
known, preferring to take refuge in the usu-
al excuses: ‘It’s useless’ or ‘We’ve always 
done it this way’?” he challenged Catholics 
during his homily on Sunday.

True to his description of the Church as a 
“field hospital” engaged in the midst of the 
world’s turmoil, the Jesuit Pope elaborated 
on his vision of a God who “is not found in 

neat and orderly places, distant from real-
ity” but who “walks ever at our side. He 
meets us where we are, on the often-rocky 
roads of life”.

The Holy Father encouraged Catholics 
to become “experts in the art of encoun-
ter”, like Jesus, who “is not afraid to lis-
ten … with His heart and not just with His 
ears”.

The Pope warned that listening has noth-
ing to do with “organising events” or with 
“theorising about problems”.

“Are we good at listening? How good is 
the ‘hearing’ of our heart?” he asked.

He said the synodal process should 
“suggest fresh paths and new ways of 

speaking” for the Catholic Church. But he 
warned against several possible pitfalls.  
“Let us not soundproof our hearts; let us 
not remain barricaded in our certainties,” 
the Pope insisted. 

He also encouraged Catholics to get 
out of their “old habits” by totally avoid-
ing “artificial, shallow and pre-packaged 
responses”. Pope Francis also warned that 
the synod is not a “Church convention, a 
study group or a political gathering”, nor 
is it “a parliament”. On the contrary, he 
called it “a process of healing, guided by 
the Spirit”. — Agencies

l Turn to pages 4, 9 and 11 for more

Pope urges 
Church to leave 
behind “outworn 
pastoral models”

Pope Francis blesses Sister Gloria Cecilia Narváez Argot, a member of the Franciscan 
Sisters of Mary Immaculate, at the end of Mass in St Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican Oct 10, 
2021. (Vatican Media)

Hebr. 4:14-16
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It’s ok to 
ask for 
help
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It’s time 
to rise 
up like 
St Joseph

Since then we have a great high priest 
who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession. For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathise with 
our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us then with confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need.

We, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Ma-
laysia-Singapore-Brunei, are grateful to launch 
locally in every diocese the XVI Ordinary Gen-
eral Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, October 
2023 with the theme: For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation and Mission.

As stated in the preparatory document: “The 
purpose of the synod, and therefore, of this con-
sultation, is not to produce documents but to plant 
dreams, draw forth prophecies and visions, allow 
hope to flourish, inspire trust, bind up wounds, 
weave together relationships, awaken a dawn of 
hope, learn from one another, and create a bright 
resourcefulness that will enlighten minds, warm 
hearts and give strength to our hands”. (Prepara-
tory Document)

In this vision of a Synodal Church, let us move 
forward as a Church of the People of God, con-
stantly engaged in the dialogue of life, faith, cul-
ture, and with the poor in spirit. We move for-
ward as a Church of Missionary-Disciples, made 
up of clergy, religious and laity, baptised and sent 
in the one mission of Jesus Christ. And we move 
forward as a Church of Apostles, the successors 
of the apostles being the bishops in union with 
Pope Francis, who, together, exercise the prima-
cy of unity in diversity and continuity together 
with the primacy of love and truth.

This vision of a Synodal Church calls for:
a) a journey of personal conversion; and
b) obedience to the direction of the Holy Spirit, 
through the Church.
We do this by being faithful to the process that 

begins today in the local churches throughout the 
world, leading to the Synod of Bishops in 2023.

May St Joseph, Guardian of the Univer-
sal Church, and Mother Mary, Mother of the 
Church, intercede for us in our local churches of 
Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei.

You may read the original documents at the 
Conference website:
https://cbcmsb.org/synod-of-bishops-2023/

Rt Rev Sebastian Francis, DD
President
Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei 
(CBCMSB)

October 17, 2021

Launching of the 16th 
Ordinary General Assembly 

of the Synod of Bishops 
Diocesan Synodal Phase
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“Then come, follow me”
As I meditated on last Sunday’s Gospel 

reading, I could visualise the sparkle 
in Jesus’ eyes as he enthusiastically invited 
the rich man with these words, “Then come, 
follow me.” But the rich man went away 
sad, because Jesus asked him to give away 
everything. I think it is also because Jesus’ 
invitation to follow Him was an invitation 
to follow Him on the Way of Poverty, suf-
fering, hardship … on the way of the un-
known. 

The call of Jesus was the Way of Faith 
in God’s grace and providence, and the rich 
man could not be detached. He could not 
put his whole life; his past, present, and his 
future, into God's hands. He couldn’t lose 
himself in God.  He may have been proud 
of his merits or not humble enough to rely 
on God’s mercy.

In today’s Gospel, we see how Jesus 
admonishes His close disciples for their 
attachment to the human expectation to 
be the greatest and most powerful. This is 
found in our society today too. I’m sure 
you have read how some of our politicians 
were clamouring to be Prime Minister, or 
to obtain some ministerial post, or to sit on 
the left or right of the PM. We may have 
laughed at the antics of these politicians, but 
after a while, the humour turns to tragedy. 
Jesus noticed the same tendency among 
His own disciples and prophetically chides 
them, “This is not to happen among you.”

It may have appeared to them that Jesus 
was leading a revolution to liberate Israel. 
Huge crowds followed Jesus. They num-
bered in the thousands, and it would not 
have been far-fetched to suppose that Jesus 
may just have had the numbers and support 
necessary to overthrow everything and take 
control of power.

It would have been the disciples’ natural 
expectation to get the best seats closest to 
Jesus. John must have been trying hardest, 
since he managed to lay his head on the 
Lord’s shoulders at the Last Supper.

A question possibly lingering in their 
minds would have been: “And what about 
us, we who have left everything and fol-

lowed you?”
What do we get?
Some time ago, one of my parishioners 

perceptively observed “Our parishes to-
day are preaching a gospel of prosperity.” 
I think her view is true — sometimes and in 
some places. Some proclaim this as a kind 
of good news, but if it is news at all, it is 
news written by humans and inspired by 
evil spirits. The gospel of prosperity leads 
us slyly away from the path Jesus taught. 
We, as clergy and parish leaders, need to be 
aware of this danger. Pope Francis remind-
ed us of this when he said: “the Church is 
not a clubhouse for saints but a welcome 
home for sinners”.

You may remember the passage where 
Jesus’ Good News was that “The Son of 
Man is to suffer grievously at the hands of 
the elders …” But Peter, and possibly the 
other disciples as well, had other expecta-
tions and remonstrated with Jesus. “Get be-
hind me Satan, for the way you think is not 
God’s way but man’s,” was Jesus’ reply to 
Peter.

Jesus admonishes us, His disciples today, 
in the same way as He taught his disciples 
then. If we carry the name of Christian, we 
ought to be like our Lord and Master.

“The Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life as a 
ransom for many.” So why can’t we?

I am sure you have meditated on the Gos-

pel passage where Jesus asks Peter, “... do 
you love me?” It was a post-resurrection 
event, and Peter, who had witnessed His 
passion and death, could anticipate what 
Jesus would say at the end … “follow me.”

I thank God that we have a host of Jesus’ 
disciples, even to this day - women and 
men, young and old - who have answered 
the call of Jesus to follow Him, to serve and 
to give their lives as a ransom for many. To 
be partakers in Christ’s redemptive suffer-
ing. To have faith in God’s generous pro-
viding. They humbly trust in His mercy and 
are not proud of their own merits. They are 
wonderful examples for us to emulate. 

In varied life situations, the disciples of 
old were graced by God to fall to the ground 
and die so that others might live. They were 
the seeds of faith for the present Church. We 
are called today in a similar fashion to be 
the seeds of the future Church.

May God give us all the grace to be His 
true followers

l Fr Terrance Thomas is the parish 
priest of the Church of the Immaculate                   
Conception, Port Dickson

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Isaiah 53:10-11;

Hebrews 4:14-16;
Gospel: Mark 10:35-45

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings
with Fr Terrance Thomas

Life itself is a quotation. 
~ Jorge Luis Borges

In my first column I introduced an idi-
osyncratic part of myself. Author and 
teacher Ralph Keyes says there’s a word 

for people like me – “quotographer” – a 
quote collector. Aside from being a quotog-
rapher, I’m also a small-time “quote-smith,” 
having self-published two compilations of 
motivational quotes (one with accompany-
ing reflections), even if the local market 
for home-grown inspirational sayings may 
be lukewarm compared to those crafted 
by gurus from afar. Nathanael too asked, 
“Can any good thing come from Nazareth?” 
(Read, Penang).  Then, Philip-like, I rallied 
support, “Come and see,” and felt somewhat 
fulfilled. 

 Similarly, if you drop by this column, pick 
up a nugget or two and see where it takes me 
and you…then feel free to quote your yay or 
nay for further reading. That said, none of us 
will say nay to this, “The Bible is a book of 
holy aphorisms” – a succinct 19th century 
quote by James Lendall Basford, found in 
Sparks for the Philosopher’s Stone, 1882. 
We know, Hebrews chapter 1 asserts that 
God always spoke, and continues to speak, 
in wide-ranging ways, and we “must pay 
greater attention to what we have heard so 
that we do not drift away from it” (Heb 2:1), 
but keep it “alive and active” in our lives. 

 As a Christian, I read Borges’ quote 
(above) in two ways – our life’s sojourn in 
words and deeds and its estimate in God’s 
eyes. Has my time been well spent gathering 

“… eternal weight of glory beyond all meas-
ure” (2 Cor 4:16-18)? What is God’s ulti-
mate estimate of its value on His weighing 
scale (Job 31:27)? Daunting, but insight is 
needed to qualify for a better bid from God 
ahead of our time! How? Dive into His Ba-
sic Instructional Book for Living Everyday 
(BIBLE). This wisdom laden heavyweight’s 
worth is a grace-filled life. It will steer us to 
estimate our own worth and, where found 
wanting (cf. Dan 5:27), add valued weight 
to our daily living.  

Quotes are pithy sayings that inspire, 
educate, advise and guide us because they 
come embedded with gems of wisdom gath-
ered from life experiences. Listen to Earnest 
Calkins, who says, “There is no material 
with which human beings work which has 
so much potential energy as words.” For us, 
that life-giving energy is found in the Word 
of God. So, finding myself in the grips of 
mental and physical lethargy …

I opened the Bible the other day
To read a Book within
Since it was the season
 I found one ripe for the picking
Knowingly, it afforded me quotables
To make sustainable
A life otherwise made untenable
Among His calls, He bids us all …

“Come to me … I will give you rest” 
(Mt.11:28). How? “Ask … Seek …Knock 
at the door (Mt 7:7). So I did as ought but 
soon sought to ease my anxiety for what’s 
next when He stopped me short, “Do not 
worry about tomorrow … Today’s trouble 
is enough for today” (Mt 6:34). (This re-
minded me of the “only for today” spiritual 
goals in The daily Decalogue of Pope John 
XX111.) Now reflect ... How down-to-earth 
is that? Jesus knows what we go through 
because He’s been through it all. That’s 
why He has left us a plenitude of bite-sized 
wisdom sparks for life application, before 
bodily taking leave of earth for His heav-
enly abode to be present to all in all. We 
continue to live “Through Him, with Him 
and in Him” because of the promise of His 
everlasting presence, “I am with you al-
ways until the end of time” (Mt 28:20). A 
lifelong reassuring quote.

We can never fathom the profundity of 
God. Even if we take a deep dive into Ex-
odus 34:6-7 for a listing of His attributes 
that come repeated throughout the OT and 
NT (Hebrews chp 1), we simply feel over-
whelmed. He is a Wonder, and He works 
wonders. Incidentally, the instrumental 
“His name is wonderful” that gives Him 
classical praise, is haunting and delightful 
to the ears … when we let it transport us to 
the wonderland of His words and works. 
Then, jointly with repentant Israel, we pro-
fess our faith in His “mighty power” as we 
publicly confess, “Both we and our ances-
tors … did not consider your wonderful 
works … your steadfast love” (Ps 106:6-7). 

Among the many repeated reminders 
in the Scriptures that God is knowable 
through His love is one from Jesus Him-
self in John 17:26. To know God’s love for 
us through His massive creation and divine 
revelation – in words and deeds – is an act 
of faith on our part. Because we believe, 
we desire to unravel the sayings and acts 
of Jesus to better understand the context. 
Since pain means gain, we will be duly re-
warded with a revelation that enables un-
derstanding of what we believe. Another 
quote comes to mind, “Believe in order 
to understand and understand in order to 
believe” (St Augustine). We learn that this 
is called, “Faith seeking understanding” 
translated from the Latin, Fides quaerens 
intellectum.

We live in turbulent times. Unimagined 
intrusions are taking a toll on our well-be-
ing. A friend was troubled, “How to pray 
with all this happening? How to find peace 
of mind?” As we know, peace is not out 
there waiting to happen; it lies within for 
us to awaken and make it happen in us. I 
have found there is a difference between 
reacting and responding. Responding re-
quires reflection and God’s mediation. So 
I simply read out to her a quote I had com-
posed twenty years ago:

When in trouble
do not despair.

With a sincere heart
turn to God…and share

and rest assured
of his compassionate care.

What’s in a Quote … You ask?
Ruminations

By
Lucille Dass
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Banns of Sacerdotal Ordination
KOTA KINABALU: His Grace, 
Archbishop John Wong, has agreed 
to ordain and raise Deacon Wilson 
Francis to the Order of the Presbyter-
ate. 

The details of the ordination Mass 
are as follows:

Date: Oct 25, 2021, Monday
Time: 10.00am
Venue: St Pius X Church,   
 Bundu Tuhan
Due to the limit on the number of 

persons allowed at any celebration as 
set in the ongoing SOPs, the above 
Mass will be by invitation only and 
not open to public.

Details on live-streaming of the or-
dination Mass will be announced, so 
the public may follow.

Let us continue to uphold Deacon 
Wilson in prayer as he prepares for 
priestly ministry. Pope Francis said 
on the occasion of the ordination of 
nine deacons to the priesthood on 

Good Shepherd Sunday this year 
that, in becoming priests, “you will 
be like Him; a shepherd. This is not 
a career, but a service.” — Catholic 
Sabah

Chancery Notice

archdiocese of 
Kuala lumPur Chan/MC/23/2021

Having consulted the College 
of Consultors, His Grace, Most 
Rev Julian Leow DD, Arch-
bishop of Kuala Lumpur, has 
agreed to ordain Rev Deacon 
Michel Dass to the sacred order 
of presbyter at the Church of St 
John Marie Vianney, Tampin, 
Negeri Sembilan, on December 
29, 2021, Wednesday within the 
Octave of Christmas, at 7.00pm.

Due to restrictions on social 
distancing and limited seating 
capacity, the above Mass will 
not be open to public but will 
be live-streamed on Archkl-TV 
channel. Attendance by family 
members and friends will be by 
invitation only.

Canon Law obliges Catholics 
to reveal any impediment or cir-
cumstances that would prevent 
the above candidate from re-
ceiving Sacred Orders and they 
should contact the Chancery or 
the Archbishop with such infor-
mation as soon as possible.

You may contact the Chan-
cery by emailing us at chan-
cery@archkl.org.

Let us offer our prayerful sup-
port for Rev Deacon Michel as  
he prepares for presbyteral min-
istry to serve the People of God 
in the Archdiocese of Kuala 
Lumpur.

Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

Oct 8, 2021

Rev Michel Dass

Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
dear People of God.

As Pope Francis reflected at the Vatican before the sol-
emn inauguration of the Synod 2021-2023, he said, “We 
need the ever-new breath of God, the Spirit, who sets us 
free from every form of self-absorption, revives what is 
dying, loosens shackles, and spreads joy.” 

As we enter this Synodal Process, do not stifle the 
Holy Spirit. Listen to the Holy Spirit, then hear how 
to be Church, the sign of God’s presence in the world 
today.

Time to open our hearts: When Scott Hahn first met Pas-
tor Rick Warren in 2015 and had the privilege of introduc-
ing him to 14,000 people at the World Meeting of Families 
in Philadelphia in that year, he challenged them with the 
wisdom of God’s Word — and our own Catholic tradition 
— and concluded with these unforgettable words:
“In today’s society, materialism is idolised, immorality is 
glamorised, truth is minimised, sin is normalised, divorce 
is rationalised, and abortion is legalised. 

On TV and in movies, crime is legitimised, drug use is min-
imised, comedy is vulgarised, sex is trivialised, the Bible is 
fictionalised, churches are satirised, 
God is marginalised, and Christians are demonised.
The elderly are dehumanised, the sick are euthanised, the 
poor are victimised, the mentally ill are ostracised, immi-
grants are stigmatised and children are tranquillised.

In families around the world, our manners are uncivilised,
speech is vulgarised, faith is secularised, and everything is 
commercialised.

Unfortunately, Christians, you and I, are often disorgan-
ised and demoralised, our faith is compartmentalised, and 
our witness is compromised.

So what do we need? 
We need to revitalise our worship, minimise our differenc-

es, mobilise our members, and evangelise the lost, and we 
need to reenergise our families.
We can continue rationalising or repent to continue.

A Thought for the Week: On or In?
A rabbi always told his people that if they studied the To-
rah, it would put Scripture on their hearts. 

One of them asked, “Why on our hearts, and not in 
them?” 

The rabbi answered, “Only God can put Scripture inside. 
But reading sacred text can put it on your heart, and then 
when your hearts break, the holy words will fall inside.”

Wondering? What heart do we carry around? Is it a heart 
of stone, frigid, rigid and sterile or a heart of flesh, puls-
ing with the pulse of God, soft, tractable, and not afraid 
to break open, touched, renewed, refreshed and recreated?

What we think is what we feel, and what we feel is what 
we do. 
 
Announcements for this Week: 
1. We are in Phase 3 of the National Recovery Plan. We 
are permitted to gather to full capacity. But be cautious, 
open in stages, slowly add in more Masses. Strict SOPs 
and protocols must remain unchanged. The parish and their 
PHTs must be ready to handle the larger number of attend-
ees.
 
2. The Synod has begun. We will kickstart on Oct 16, 
2021, Saturday, at 7.30pm. Join the Bishop, the South Jo-
hore Clergy and all Catholics online. Take note that there 
will be no sunset Masses on Oct 16 in parishes.

3. The Pope’s survey goes beyond church-goers. It in-
cludes and invites all, the non-churchgoers, the voiceless, 
the forgotten and those on the peripheries.

4. The Catholic communities of MJD will invoke the 
Holy Spirit to lead the diocese, pray the Synod Prayer to 
conclude the Prayer of the Faithful, and begin to gather in 
communion, inspire participation and live your mission to 
glorify the Lord. 

5. The 30th Malacca Johore Diocese Tamil Charismatic 
Rally will be held on Tuesday, Oct 19, 2021 via Zoom, 
with the theme: Hope: Believe, Live and Give. Join in the 
sessions with Bishop Sebastian Francis, Msgr Michael 
Mannayagam, Fr Kulanthai Selvan and Fr Devadasan.

6. On Oct 23, 47 members of the Kursus Evangelisasi 
Peribadi (KEP) 2020-2021 batch will be commissioned 
to serve their parishes and ministries.

This week’s Question and Queries. The Q asks: 
What makes me different from the rest of the uni-
verse? 
(Imprint, Fall 2021 Issue)
Are we similar to plants and animals? 

1. Plants, animals and humans each possess the 
most basic requirements to sustain life: the power to 
eat, grow and reproduce.
2. Animals and humans have the added powers of 
being able to move on their own, use their senses 
and feel emotions. 
3. In a desert, plants, animals and humans seek to 
survive. They seek shade, water and food. But a hu-
man operates on a more profound level. They feel 
the deep sorrow of loneliness, the fear of death, 
the thoughts of what lies ahead and anticipation of 
reuniting with loved ones, and in addition, humans 
may pull out a map, snap photos, gather firewood to 
build a fire, and pray to God for protection. We are 
His masterpiece.

Thank you for reading. We are made in God’s image with 
free will, reason and conscience. We are loved and sent 
to love. We are His reflections and we reflect Him. Let us 
continue “Building His Kingdom” together.

Bishop Bernard Paul
Oct 15, 2021

Click here to watch the video

MJD News Update #61diocese of 
malacca Johore

KOTA KINABALU: Having con-
sulted members of the College 
of Consultors, His Grace, Arch-
bishop John Wong, has agreed to 
ordain the following seminarians 
as transitional deacons:

1. Sem Lasius Gantis from 
Holy Trinity Parish, Inobong
2. Sem Peter Chung Pit Soon 
from St John Parish, Tuaran
3. Sem Sylvester Wong Vun 
Cheong from Sacred Heart 
Cathedral, KK
4. Sem Terans Thadeus from 
Holy Rosary Parish, Limba-
hau
Details of the ordination Mass 

are as follows:
Date: Dec 4, 2021
Time: 10.00am

Venue: Sacred Heart Cathedral, 
Kota Kinabalu

Due to SOP restrictions, the 
above Mass will be by invitation 
only. It will not be open to pub-
lic, but live-streamed on Sacred 
Heart Cathedral’s YouTube chan-
nel.

If anyone has any objection to 

any of them being ordained dea-
con, kindly inform the Archdio-
cese as soon as possible.

Let us offer our prayerful sup-
port to the seminarians as they 
prepare for diaconal ministry and 
service to the People of God in 
the Archdiocese of Kota Kina-
balu. — Catholic Sabah

Ordination of four seminarians in KK Archdidocese

Rev Wilson Francis

From left: Seminarians Lasius Gantis, Sylvester Wong, Peter Chung and 
Terans Thadeus.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWQJGhFuRHg
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Discernment and consultation 
with the People of  God

“The Church of God is con-
voked in Synod. The path 

entitled For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, and 
Mission solemnly opened on Oct 
9 and 10, 2021 in Rome, and on 
Oct 16 in the Diocese of Malacca 
Johore. Pope Francis invites the 
entire Church to reflect on a theme 
that is decisive for its life and mis-
sion: “It is precisely this path of 
synodality which God expects of 
the Church of the third millen-
nium.”

By journeying together and re-
flecting together on the journey 
that has been made, the Church 
will be able to learn through ex-
perience which processes can help 
Her to live communion, to achieve 
participation, to open Herself to 
mission. Our “journeying togeth-
er” is, in fact, what most effective-
ly enacts and manifests the nature 
of the Church as the pilgrim and 
missionary People of God. A ba-
sic question prompts and guides 
us: How does this “journeying to-
gether,” which takes place to-day 
on different levels (from the local 

level to the universal one), allow 
the Church to proclaim the Gospel 
in accordance with the mission en-
trusted to Her, and what steps does 
the Spirit invite us to take in order 
to grow as a synodal Church?”

This journey together invites us 
to recall, review and respond in 
a more Christlike manner to the 
ever-changing times and seasons. 
It is a call ;
l To recall how the Spirit has 
guided the Church’s journey 
through history and today, 
calls us to be together the wit-
nesses of God’s love.
l To live a participative and 
inclusive ecclesial process 
that offers everyone the op-
portunity to express them-
selves and to be heard, in 
order to contribute to the edi-
fication of the People of God.
l To recognise and appreci-
ate the wealth and variety of 
the gifts and charisms that the 
Spirit liberally bestows on 
groups and individuals for the 
good of the community and 

the benefit of the entire hu-
man family.
l To explore participatory 
ways of exercising responsi-
bility in the proclamation of 
the Gospel and in the effort 
to build a more beautiful and 
habitable world.
l To examine how respon-
sibility and power are lived 
in the Church as well as the 
structures by which they are 
managed, bringing to light 
and trying to convert preju-
dices and distorted practices 

that are not rooted in the Gos-
pel.
l By accrediting the Chris-
tian community as a credible 
subject and reliable partner in 
paths of social dialogue, heal-
ing, reconciliation, inclusion 
and participation, the recon-
struction of democracy, the 
promotion of fraternity and 
social friendship.
l Through fostering the ap-
preciation and appropriation 
of the fruits of recent synodal 
experiences on the universal, 

regional, national, and local 
levels.
As we reflect on the questions 

contained in these pages, let us lis-
ten to one another in an open way.

These questions can be an-
swered by individuals, families, 
BECs, ministries, religious com-
munities, or other groups. God 
might be speaking to the Church 
through you. Do pray and take 
time to participate in the question-
naire. May Mary our Mother and 
ponderer of God’s mysteries con-
tinue to pray for our journeying 
together.

Oct 5
Diocesan synodal team orientation and 
briefing.

Oct 17
a) Launching of the synod on syno-
dality at the Diocesan level.
b) A video message from the Bishop 
on the synod for all.

Oct 19
Briefing on the synod on synodality 
and the distribution of questionnaires to 
priests and religious at the CMR (Clergy 
Monthly Recollection).

Oct 20-22
Orientation and briefing on the synod on 
synodality and the distribution of ques-
tionnaires to parish and ministry leaders 
at the deanery level. 

Oct 24 to Dec 31
a) Discerning, listening, and re-
sponding to the questionnaire at the 
Parish level - PPC, BECs, ministries, 
apostolates, and special groups.
b) Discerning, listening and re-
sponding to the questionnaire at the 
Diocesan level — ministries, move-
ments, and organisations.
c) Reaching out to the Orang Asli, 
migrants and other special groups 
for their response to the Synodal 
questionnaire.

For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission

General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops

The timeline

 Receive 
questionnaire
 Translation: 
September 2021

 Parish Distribution, 
collection & 
compilation
 Parish sends to 
the Synod team end 
November 2021

 Team collection, 
compilation, pre-
synodal gathering
 December & 
January 2022

 Final synthesis to 
Bishop
 End January   
2022

Diocese of Malacca Johore

Diocese of Penang

The Synod of Bishops will take place in 2023, and the process 
of walking together as People of God begins in Oct 2021.

The two Phases of the Synod are:
1. Consultation with the People of God
2. The Discernment at the Synod
    The process calls us to look within and beyond the 
    Church and to:

Introduction to 
the Questionnaire

Prayer for the Synod
Adsumus Sancte 

Spiritus

Recall

Review

Respond

Recall our experiences: 
The experiences of our local Church means recalling 
walking together in its mission.

Review these experiences: 
What joys did they bring? What difficulties and 
obstacles were encountered? What wounds did they 
reveal? What insights did they drawn out?

Respond to these experiences: Where in these 
experiences does the voice of the Holy Spirit resound? 
What is the Spirit asking of us?

There are two options in answer-
ing the questionnaire:

1. A simpler questionnaire that can 
be answered by anyone, either as 
an individual or as a group.

or

2. A more elaborate questionnaire 
that can be answered by individu-
als or targeted groups such as 
PPC, ministries, lay movements, 
organisations, clergy etc.

We stand before You,                    
Holy Spirit,

as we gather together 
in Your name.

With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home 

in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.

We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us 

down the wrong path
nor partiality influence 

our actions.
Let us find in You our unity

so that we may journey
 together to eternal life

and not stray from 
the way of truth

and what is right.
All this we ask of You,

who are at work in 
every place and time,

in the communion of the 
Father and the Son,

forever and ever. 
Amen.
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Laudato Si’ action platform 
prayer campaign
KUALA LUMPUR: The Episco-
pal Commission for Creation Jus-
tice of Malaysia, Singapore and 
Brunei (ECCJ-MSB) will be the 
focal point for the Laudato Si’ Ac-
tion Platform (LSAP). 

The LSAP was initiated by the 
Vatican’s Dicastery for Promot-
ing Integral Human Development 
(IHD) and soft-launched at the 
end of Laudato Si’ Week in May 
this year. Pope Francis will con-
duct the main launch on Nov 14, 
2021, the World Day of Prayer for 
the Poor.

The LSAP is an action-oriented 
seven-year ecological conversion 
journey in the spirit of integral 
ecology intended to support and 
empower families, communities, 
and institutions to achieve total 
sustainability. Its aim is to lis-

ten and respond to the cry of the 
Earth, the cry of the poor and the 
cry of our children and future gen-
erations. LSAP employs a synodal 
process to build ‘a people’s move-
ment from below’ that can really 
bring about the radical change 
needed given the urgency of the 
crisis of our common home.

The ECCJ-MSB has been an 
integral co-leader in shaping both 
the model and the content of the 
LSAP by serving on selected 
Working Groups. 

The LSAP serves seven goals: 
Hearing the Cry of the Earth, 
Hearing the Cry of the Poor, Eco-
logical Economics, Adoption of 
Sustainable Lifestyles, Ecological 
Education, Ecological Spirituality, 
and Community Participatory Ac-
tion. It also involves seven sectors 

in the Catholic Church: Families, 
Parishes and Dioceses, Educa-
tional Institutions, Hospitals and 
Healthcare Centres, Economic 
Institutions (businesses, coopera-
tives, farms, etc), Organisations 
(eg Caritas), and Religious Or-
ders/Congregations.

The Laudato Si’ Planning Guide 
and all related materials will be 
published, and members of the 
universal Church are invited to 
register with the LSAP and make a 
firm commitment to creating their 
own Laudato Si’ Plans (laudatosi-
actionplatform.org).

The IHD is also running a 40-
day prayer campaign for commu-
nities joining the LSAP from Oct 
4 to Nov 14, and Catholics across 
the globe are invited to participate. 
In this region, the ECCJ-MSB has 

undertaken co-leadership of this 
campaign. A prayer for each sec-
tor has been prepared and every-
one is urged to say the prayer for 
your sector and for other sectors 
daily. Prayers for different sec-
tors are available at  https://drive.
google.com/drive/folders/1aNG7f
sP0buWXo9kogKM2T55P9fUAw
w_L?usp=sharing

The Creation Justice Com-
mission is organising an LSAP 
Solidarity Prayer Gathering on 
Thursday Oct 28 from 8.00pm – 
9.30pm. The Zoom link is:
https://zoom.us/j/96843086535?p
wd=TzA2ZUIxYUZsZ2RPY1piTH
lBSDlXdz09
Meeting ID: 968 4308 6535 
Passcode: 554089

Catholics join in prayers for Sarawak’s Yang Di Pertua

Sr Gerard Fernandez, a Good 
Shepherd nun recognised for 

her ministry to death row inmates, 
was the guest at a recent episode of  
Catholics@Home podcast. 

Sr Gerard co-founded the Roman 
Catholic Prison Ministry in 1977 in 
Singapore. She worked as a death 
row counsellor for 40 years, dur-
ing which time she accompanied 18 
inmates to the gallows. In 2019, Sr 
Gerard became the first Singapore-
an to be listed in BBC’s annual list of 
100 influential women from around 
the world. Now 83, she has retired 
from prison ministry.

One of Sr Gerard’s first experi-
ences working with death row in-
mates occurred in connection with 
the infamous Singaporean Toa 
Payoh Ritual Murder Trial in 1981. 
In that case, temple medium Adrian 
Lim, his wife Catherine Tan Mui 
Choo and his mistress Hoe Kah 

Hong were charged with murdering 
two children as part of a ritualistic 
offering to the Hindu goddess Kali. 
The trio was sentenced to death in 
May 1983 and sent to the gallows in 
Nov 1988.

Sr Gerard had an emotional con-
nection to the case as Catherine was 
one of her students at Marymount 
Centre in Singapore, a home run by 
the Good Shepherd Sisters. 

“When I read in the papers about 
what Catherine had done, it tore at 
my heartstrings and I wanted to 
reach out to her,” said Sr Gerard, 
who visited and counselled Cath-
erine every week for seven years 
before her execution.

Sr Gerard had sent Catherine a 
picture of the Sacred Heart of Je-
sus, and during one of her visits, 
Catherine told her, “When I look at 
Jesus, He seems to look at me lov-
ingly, but sometimes He seems to be                

chiding me.”
Once a Legionary, Catherine had 

asked where God was when she 
murdered the children, to which Sr 
Gerard responded, “He was right 
there in your heart, just waiting for 
you to call on Him, but you didn’t.”

Sr Gerard testified that she lives 
by the motto of St Mary Euphrasia, 
foundress of the Good Shepherd 
Sisters, “One person is more pre-
cious than the whole world.”   

“Saint Mary Euphrasia tells us 
that every human life is precious, 
and that is what drives me when 
I reach out to these residents at 
Changi Prison,” said Sr Gerard.

“I wonder at the beauty of God in 

death row. God’s presence there is 
something we don’t understand. It’s 
a place where He loves.”

Sr Gerard recalls sharing with Fr 
Terence Pereira that when some-
one is on their final journey to the 
gallows, the prison becomes like a 
community sending someone off. 

“As they walk to their deaths, the 
rest of the inmates in their cells are 
happy. They are praying with them 
and singing with them. This place 
has so much joy and yet we’re send-
ing someone to be killed,” she told 
Fr Terence.

To which Fr Terence replied, “It 
is because good has triumphed over 
evil. There is no fear of death as they 
walk to the gallows because God 
takes over.”

On her experiences at an execu-
tion, Sr Gerard said, “They’re usu-
ally handcuffed as they go to the 
gallows. I’ll put a rosary in their 

hands so that they can touch it to 
the end. When the bodies are taken 
down, they’re still warm. Their eyes 
are closed, and the tongue sticks out 
a bit. And when they go, they’re 
peaceful.

“This is the way God works. 
He doesn’t abandon them even 
when they’ve done something very 
wrong, like murder. He is there for 
them till the very end. When they 
open themselves to His presence 
and His love, they go peacefully,” 
she said. — By Julie Lim

For more on the death row nun, read 
the Unholy Trinity by Alan John, 
or for the conversion of Catherine, 
watch Sister, a 15 Shorts series by 
film-maker Chai Yee Wei at https://
youtu.be/hAITaCBtwHU
To watch this podcast, go to 
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=crJUMPb-PGU

Sr Gerard Fernandez – the death row nun
Daily 
Issues
Trending 
Topics

KUCHING: In conjunction with 
Sarawak Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun 
Pehin Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud’s 
85th birthday celebration, the Unit 
for Other Religions (UNIFOR) host-
ed a gathering of the non-Islamic 
religious body for a thanksgiving 
ceremony on Oct 8.

Present were Deputy chief minis-
ter Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah Em-
bas, Archbishop of Kuching, Most 
Rev Simon Poh, State Secretary Da-
tuk Amar Jaul Samion, Deputy State 
Secretary Datu Ik Pahon Joyik, Lo-
cal Government and Housing Min-
ister Dato Sri Prof Sim Kui Hian, 
Assistant Minister of Utilities (Rural 
Electricity) Datuk Liwan Lagang, 
Deputy Speaker of the Sarawak 
State Legislative Assembly Dato 
Gerawat Gala, and other religious 
leaders.

Minister in charge of UNIFOR, 
Uggah, said Taib had been instru-
mental in forging solid racial unity, 
harmony, and political stability in 

the multi-faith and multicultural so-
ciety of Sarawak.

“Despite its religious and racial di-
versity, Sarawak today is a paragon 
of unity, harmony and stability. This 
gathering reflects the inclusiveness, 
harmony, solidarity, stability, and 
progress here in Sarawak. As the 
saying goes, ‘the more bridges that 
are built, the less room there is for 
fear and prejudice between us.’”

Representing Christians in the 
state, Archbishop Simon recited a 

thanksgiving prayer and gave thanks 
for the gift of the Head of State in 
leading Sarawak, and asked that 
God bestow blessings of wisdom 
and good health upon him. He fur-
ther prayed that Taib would continue 
leading the state on paths of har-
mony and unity, and that under his 
leadership, Sarawak would continue 
being a model of “peaceful coexist-
ence and harmonious living for the 
whole of Malaysia”.

Uggah assured those present of the 

state government’s constant support 
of non-Islamic religions in Sarawak 
through UNIFOR, and hoped all 
would encourage and support a har-
monious and unified Sarawak.

Besides Christians, the Buddhist, 
Sikh, Taoist, and Hindu leaders 
said prayers, chants and recitations 
from their respective Holy books, 
filling the event with prayers of 
thanksgiving and good health for the 
Head of State. Many who attended 
were impressed and touched by the 

prayers offered for Taib, and consid-
ered it a special experience befitting 
Sarawak, a state known for its unity 
and harmonious coexistence. 

“In many of our faith traditions, 
the best way to avoid misunder-
standing is to do good together, to 
pray together and to find common 
objectives together. I believe all reli-
gions teach their followers to do just 
that.

“While we can engage with one 
another in a constructive, brotherly 
manner, other parts of the world are 
torn apart by internecine religious 
fanaticism and racial strife,” said 
Uggah, who continued by saying he 
hoped UNIFOR would keep organ-
ising similar events to bring heads 
of different religious institutions to-
gether, to enhance and cement ties.

UNIFOR was established by late 
chief minister Tan Sri Adenan Satem 
(Tok Nan) as an agency to promote 
works on interfaith dialogue, under-
standing and cooperation.

Heads and representatives of the different interfaith associations at the thanksgiving gathering at a local hotel. 
On 4th right is ACS Chairman Archbishop Simon Poh.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crJUMPb-PGU
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It’s ok to ask for help

KUALA LUMPUR: Play is a joy-
ful activity children engage in to 
express emotion. It should have no 
set outcomes, objectives, or specific 
educational purpose. It should also be 
initiated by the child.

Healing Power of Therapeutic 
Play for Children was the latest in a 
series of talks hosted by the Profes-
sional Standards Office - Committee 
for Child Protection, held on Oct 9. 
The presenter was Associate Prof and 
Certified Educator from the United 
States, Dr Diana Lea Baranovich, of 
the Department of Educational Psy-
chology and Counselling Profession, 
University Malaya. She has been in 
Malaysia since 2007 and retires this 
month. 

She has two doctorates, one in 
educational psychology and the other 
in clinical psychology, and special-
ises in infant, children and adolescent 
psychological disorders. She is also 

certified in play therapy and dance 
movement therapy.

Dr Diana says that although thera-
peutic or filial play is talked about 
with regards to children who have 
been abused or have problems; it’s 
suitable for all children, even those 

well-grounded and psychologically 
healthy children growing up in lov-
ing homes. Everyone needs play in 
their lives.

By the time a child turns two, 
play often goes out the window as 
parenting becomes teaching, guid-

ing, correcting. 
A common question raised by par-

ents these days is “How to get kids 
off the gadgets?” to which Dr Diana 
says, give them something better to 
do, and spend quality time and bond 
with them.

Some bonding styles for parents 
include listening to a child. The child 
is given freedom, within limits, al-
lowed to explore his or her unique 
potential. “When we allow the child 
to express himself or herself, this 
maximises the opportunity for the 
child to grow up as someone with 
high self-esteem, a realistic sense of 
self and confidence,” said Dr Diana.

Filial therapy is non-directive play 
where parents or caregivers should 
not interfere in the play unless it af-
fects or endangers the child’s safety. 
The therapist guides and teaches the 
parent/caregiver how to engage and 
play with children, together with psy-

cho-educational consultation. This is 
understanding what play means, es-
pecially if the child has been abused, 
hurt, or neglected, as they may even 
act out their anger and frustrations in 
their play.

“There is nothing more thrilling for 
a child than when a primary caregiv-
er enters their world and gives them 
100 per cent undivided attention,” 
said Dr Diana. 

Some of the techniques of filial 
play therapy include tracking, reflect-
ing feelings, mirroring, matching en-
ergy levels, empowering, validating, 
and setting boundaries and limits. Fil-
ial play can also work for teenagers, 
just the activities change.

“Children, regardless of age, never 
outgrow the need to play or connect 
with their primary caregiver,” said 
the author of Child-centred Filial 
Play Skills: Bonding Through Play-
book. — By Gwen Manickam

KAJANG: In conjunction with 
World Mental Health Day on Oct 
10, the Archdiocesan Mental Health 
Ministry launched its Emotional 
Support Careline known as Shalom 
Careline.

The soft launch, held after the 
10.00am online Sunday Mass at the 
Church of the Holy Family, was aired 
on the parish’s YouTube channel.

Spearheaded by the Archdiocesan 
Mental Health Ministry in collabora-
tion with the Malacca Johore Dio-
cese’s Counselling Ministry and the 
Good Shepherd Counselling Minis-
try of Penang Diocese, Shalom Care-
line came into being just four months 
ago. 

The Ministry’s Ecclesiastical As-
sistant, Fr Philip Chua, thanked 
Archbishop Julian Leow for initiat-
ing the careline. He also thanked the 
Careline team, trainers, facilitators, 

working team and volunteers for 
their tireless efforts and perseverance 
in making this possible. 

“Shalom Careline is the mission 
of Christ in the era of a pandemic. 
With the Holy Spirit’s guidance, the 
careline aims to reach out to those in 
need of emotional support and those 
suffering from mental anguish,” said 
Fr Philip. 

In his opening address, the coun-
sellor reiterated that World Mental 
Health Day is an annual event pro-
moting psychoeducation, awareness, 
and advocacy of mental health on a 
global level. This year it is more pro-
found, given the devastating impact 
of the COVID -19 pandemic, not just 
on the social-economic front but also 
on mental well-being.

“The sense of isolation and anxi-
ety continues to grow. Families are 
grieving over the untimely demise 

of loved ones, without the comfort 
of full closure. These factors trigger 
mental health conditions and aggra-
vate existing ones.

“I am inspired to see that the stig-
ma against mental health disorder 
is gradually reducing with greater 
awareness through programmes, 
workshops and support systems,” 
said Fr Philip.

The Shalom Careline number is 
03-27237272. The service is free of 
charge and confidential. It is operated 
by trained volunteers and is open to 
non-Muslims daily (Monday to Sun-
day) from 10.00am to 1.00pm and 
from 7.00pm to 11.00pm.

Let us remain steadfast in our de-
sire to address the mental health and 
well-being of those in need of a lis-
tening ear, since it is as critical as our 
physical and spiritual well-being. —
By Gwen Manickam

The healing power of therapeutic play for children

PENANG: This year, Pope Francis 
calls on us to focus on St Joseph, 
“to increase our love for this great 
saint, to encourage us to implore his 
intercession and to imitate his vir-
tues and his zeal.”

In conjunction with the year of St 
Joseph, City Parish has been host-
ing an online series of multilingual 
Rosary recitations and devotion to 
St Joseph on Wednesday nights.

Director of Catholic Research 
Centre, Fr Dr Clarence Devadass, 
recently spoke on Discipleship ‘ac-
cording’ to St Joseph.

The Holy Father, who added St 
Joseph to the Eucharistic prayer, 

acknowledges that little is known 
about this saint. He describes him 
as “the man who goes unnoticed, 
a daily, discreet and hidden pres-
ence”.

It may be difficult to think of Jo-
seph as a disciple (student) of Jesus, 
since, in his fatherly role, he must 
have been the teacher of Jesus, who 
must have learnt from him. Fr Clar-
ence spoke of three attributes to 
sum up St Joseph as a disciple.

One of St Joseph’s first traits was 
being a man of obedience. From the 
moment the angel appeared in his 
dream, he became a follower, a dis-
ciple himself. He trusted God and 

put aside his own plans to follow 
the will of the Father. Likewise, as 
we pray in the Our Father ‘Thy will 
be done', we need to trust God’s 
master plan over our wants.

His second trait was being a man 
of faith and trust. He faced many 
challenging encounters after choos-
ing to abide by God’s will - he had 
to take Mary to Bethlehem, and lat-
er to move the family to Egypt - but 
he relied on the promises God made 
and believed God would be the pro-
vider through these obstacles. God 
must be the first point in times of 
trials, not the final option, in a way 
teaching us to let go and let God.

Lastly, he was a man of labour 
and love. He was a humble and dil-
igent worker. He provided for the 
Holy Family and was an example 
of work-life balance. 

Are we approaching work with 
joy, or are we so driven that it is 
ruling our lives and sometimes 
making us cut people out? St Jo-
seph teaches us to take time to love 
ourselves and to find a balance be-
tween life, love, and relationships. 
— By Gwen Manickam

Discipleship according to St Joseph

Fr Dr Clarence Devadass giving a session on St Joseph.

KANGAR: In celebration of the 
Season of Creation on October 4, 
2021, which is the feast day of St 
Francis of Assisi, the patron saint 
of nature and creation; the Church 
of Our Lady of Fatima planted 
six Christmas trees (Araucaria 
columnaris) in the grounds of the 
62-year-old parish.

Parish priest Fr Francis Xavier 
Selvarajoo, assisted by two pa-
rishioners, planted the said trees.

The diocesan priest said, “to 
God be the greater glory” for all 
good things come from Him. “It is 
a memorable and significant mile-
stone celebration of the Church in 
this northern State.” 

Fr Francis Xavier added that, 
through the inspiration of Mother 
Mary, he too had a dream and a 
song to sing to make real the call 
of God through our Pope Francis 
and the world leaders to green our 
world and to beautify it. “May our 
effort, small as it is, give praise to 
the glorious Name of God!” — By                       
Bernard Anthony

Kangar parish plants trees 
for Season of Creation

Fr Francis Selvarajoo and his 
parishioners planting trees around 
the church compound.



Understanding 
Christianity

KUALA LUMPUR: Christianity  
was the focus of the final series on 
Understanding World Religions on 
Oct 5. It was organised by the Arch-
diocesan Ministry for Ecumenical 
and Interreligious Affairs (AMEIA) 
in collaboration with Catholics@ 
Home podcast. 

Archbishop Julian Leow, Frs Xa-
vier Andrew, George Harrison, and 
William Michael discussed the simi-
larities and differences among the  
various expressions of Christianity.  

Archbishop Julian outlined five 
similarities all Christians share. They 
are belief in one God (monotheistic 
religion), belief in the Trinity (one 
God in three persons), belief that 
Jesus is our Saviour (He is both hu-
man and divine), belief that through 
the Cross the world is redeemed, and 
belief in the Holy Spirit (the third 
person of the Trinity and advocate 

who is with us till the end of time).
Fr William Michael elaborated on 

the three main branches of Chris-
tianity: Catholics, those of Eastern 
Orthodox churches, and Protestants. 
Catholics are led by the Pope and 
the bishops under him, whereas the 
Eastern Orthodox church is split 
into independent units with no cen-
tral governing body. Protestants are 
further split into various denomina-
tions. 

The Church began in Jerusalem, 
but it was in Antioch, under the guid-
ance of St Paul, that the followers of 
Jesus were first called Christians 
(Acts of the Apostles 11:26). St Paul 
believed that the Good News was 
not just for Jews but for everyone.

As Christians, we share the 
same primary celebrations, which 
include Advent, Christmas, the 
Epiphany of the Lord, Easter, Lent 

and All Saints Day. 
Fr William said that while Catho-

lics and those belonging to Eastern 
Orthodox churches observe similar 
prictises such as the Mass, the sac-
raments, devotion to Mary and signs 
and symbols, Protestants focus more 
on Praise and Worship. However, 
all denominations observe the com-
mon moral code found in the Ten 
Commandments and the Beatitudes, 
summarised into one law; Love the 
Lord your God and love your neigh-
bour as yourself.

Speaking on life after death, Arch-
bishop Julian said that based on what 
we have been taught and made to un-
derstand in our faith, there is life af-
ter death, since Jesus died, rose from 
the dead and ascended into heaven, 
showing that death is not the end. 

The archbishop also touched on 
the significance of Catholics being 

known as Roman Catholics. He ex-
plained that it signifies our full com-
munion with the Pope in Rome. Our 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, is the 256 
successor of St Peter and the head of 
the Catholic Church. 

With regards to the celebration 
of the Sacraments, Fr William ex-
plained that while there are many 
important differences, it is under-
stood among some Christian church-
es that God tangibly makes Himself 
present to His followers and shares 
His grace with them. For Catholics, 
the Sacraments signify God's grace 

in a way that is outwardly observ-
able to the participant.

Living in Malaysia, it is good to 
take time to understand one another’s 
religious beliefs and to work togeth-
er. Citing the recent collaboration 
among various NGOs and religious 
bodies to raise funds for medical 
equipment for Malaysian healthcare, 
Archbishop Julian said that through 
projects such as these, prejudice can 
be lessened and trust built, bringing 
people of various beliefs and faiths 
together. — By Jaclyn Sharmelee

Archbishop Julian Leow with Frs Xavier Andrew, William Michael and 
George Harrison share on Christianity.

Kota Bharu parish celebrates feast 
day virtually
KOTA BHARU: For the first time 
in its history, the Church of Our 
Lady of Fatima of the Holy Ro-
sary celebrated its parish feast day 
via virtual platform.

Using Zoom, parish priest Fr 
Francis Andrew, with the as-
sistance of the Parish Pastoral 
Council led by Gerard Yeo and 
technical help from FMM Sisters 
Sr Angeline Poh, Sr Winnie Voon, 
Agnes Lee and volunteers, organ-
ised the five-day celebration be-
ginning on  Oct 3.   

The overall theme was: Holy 
Mary, Mother of God. Celebra-
tions began at 8.00pm with the 
recitation of the Rosary, followed 
by novena prayers and the Litany 
of the Blessed Virgin, ending 
with prayers to Our Lady of Fa-
tima. Mass was celebrated by Fr 
Francis, and the Gospel was pro-
claimed by guest priests who also 
preached the homily for the day. 

On the first day, Archbishop Ju-
lian Leow preached on the theme, 

Mary, Queen of Peace. The next 
was Fr Dominic Santhiyagu from 
the Church of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Butterworth, 
who preached on Mary, Refuge of 
Sinners. Fr Edmund Woon from 
St Joseph’s Church, Batu Gajah 
spoke on the third theme, Mary, 
Comfort of the Afflicted, while the 
following day was led by Fr Mo-
ses Rayappan from the Church of 
St Francis Xavier, Melaka, who’s 
homily was based on Mary, Moth-

er of Hope. 
The celebration culminated on 

Oct 7, the Feast of Our Lady of 
the Rosary, with Bishop Sebastian 
Francis who preached on the day’s 
theme, Mary, Mother Most Love-
able. 

The daily online rosary, novena 
and Mass was attended by parish-
ioners and friends from Sitiawan, 
Kuala Lumpur, Melaka, Singa-
pore, Sabah, and Indonesia. — By 
Joseph Wang

Building an online faith community
KUALA LUMPUR: The lock-
downs due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic have seen many initiatives 
go online, from Masses to other 
sessions. The Church of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus also followed that 
trend until parish priest, Fr Edwin 
Peter, took it a notch up and added  
the virtual recitation of the Chap-
let to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
recitation of the Rosary to Mother 
Mary for an end to the COVID-19 
pandemic via Zoom/Google meet. 

These virtual platforms for 
prayer recitations are slowly open-
ing up new avenues for parishion-
ers. Such methods are more partici-
patory than live streaming as they 
offer greater opportunity for inter-
action in a less-formal setting.

Parishioners spend time chatting 

before and after the online prayer, 
just as they would if they were to 
met face to face, either before or 
after Mass in church. Quite often, 
salutations for anniversaries and 
birthdays are shared and even con-
solation offered to the bereaved.

There have also been promis-
ing responses by the children of 

the parish who gather with their 
parents for these virtual devotions. 
These children appear quite com-
fortable with the new platforms of 
prayer and interaction. In fact, they 
seem to be more comfortable par-
ticipating in Church activities over 
the Internet than their parents and 
grandparents. 

The devotional prayers are led by 
individual parishioners, BECs and 
ministries. Most often, the chaplet 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is re-
cited on Fridays at 7.00pm, while 
the Rosary to our Mother Mary is 
prayed every Saturdays at 9.00pm. 

Fr Edwin and seminarian Ga-
briel Puvan support the building of 
the online community and help pa-
rishioners keep updated with par-
ish happenings.
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Fr Francis Andrew presiding at the parish feast day Eucharistic celebration.

Sacred Heart of Jesus.

ACLAC elects new committee 
for 2021-2023 term

KUALA LUMPUR: The Archdi-
ocesan Chinese Language Apos-
tolate Commission (ACLAC) 
held its Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) on Oct 9, 2021. Origi-
nally scheduled for 2020, it was 
delayed due to the pandemic. 

The meeting began with a 
praise and worship session led 
by the Youth Ministry followed 
by speeches by Ecclesiastical As-
sistant Fr Augustine Lee, outgo-
ing chairman Francis Wong, and 
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur, 
Most Rev Julian Leow.

Francis thanked the various 
committees for their cooperation 
in journeying with him over the 
last five years. 

He also thanked Archbishop 
Julian for his support and for at-
tending activities organised by 
ACLAC. Francis expressed his 
appreciation to Frs Lucas Ng, 

CDD and Fr Augustine for their 
guidance and support during his 
tenure.

Archbishop Julian thanked the 
committee and commended them 
on organising activities amidst 
the pandemic. He said he prayed 
that ACLAC members would be 
instruments of God and would 
take the initiative to bring hope 
and care to the lonely and the el-
derly, to keep in touch with each 
other, and to encounter Jesus to-
gether while building a better re-
lationship with God. 

After the various 2018-2021 
reports were presented and 
members voted on a proposal to 
amend ACLAC’s constitution, 
Fr Augustine officially dissolved 
the 2018-2021 committee and the 
new office bearers for 2021-2023 
were nominated and elected.

The 14th ACLAC Committee: 
 Archbishop :  Most Rev Archbishop Julian Leow
Ecclesiastical Asst. : Fr Augustine Lee
Chairperson : John Tan (Church of the Holy Rosary, KL)
Vice Chairperson : Christopher Tan (Church of the Holy Redeemer, Klang)
Secretary  : Adelina Wong (Church of Our Lady of Guadalupe,  
    Puchong)
Asst Secretary : Ignatius Wong (Church of the Visitation, Seremban)
Treasurer  : Eric Liow (Church of the Holy Family, Kajang)
Auditor 1 : Dominic Tan (Church of the Good Shepherd, Setapak)
Auditor 2 : Raymond Hoo (Church of St Ignatius, Petaling Jaya)
Committee : Eric Tan (Church of the Sacred Heart, Peel Road KL)
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OXFORD, England: A prominent 
Anglican bishop, once considered 
a potential future Archbishop of 
Canterbury, has entered into full 
communion with the Catholic 
Church.

The Rt Rev Michael Nazir-Ali, 
the former Anglican bishop of 
Rochester, England, has joined the 
Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady 
of Walsingham, The Spectator re-
ported on Oct 14.

The magazine said that Nazir-
Ali could be ordained as a Cath-
olic priest as early as the end of 
October within the ordinariate, a 
body created by Benedict XVI in 
2011 for groups of former Angli-
cans wishing to preserve elements 

of their patrimony.
In an Oct 14 statement, the or-

dinariate said that Nazir-Ali was 
received into full communion by 
the group’s Ordinary, Msgr Keith 
Newton, on Sept 29, the Feast of 
St Michael and All Angels.

“With the permission of the 
Holy See, he will be ordained to 
the Catholic priesthood for the or-
dinariate in due course,” it said.

Explaining his decision, Nazir-
Ali said: “I believe that the Angli-
can desire to adhere to apostolic, 
patristic and conciliar teaching 
can now best be maintained in the 
ordinariate.”

“Provisions there to safeguard 
legitimate Anglican patrimony are 

very encouraging and I believe 
that such patrimony, in its liturgy, 
approaches to biblical study, pas-
toral commitment to the commu-
nity, methods of moral theology 
and much else besides, has a great 
deal to offer the wider Church.”

“I am looking forward to re-
ceiving from the riches of other 
parts of the Church, while perhaps 
making a modest contribution to 
the maintenance and enhancement 
of Anglican patrimony within the 
wider fellowship.” 

“Ministry in the Church of Paki-
stan, in the Middle East generally, 
in the Church of England and the 
wider Anglican Communion, re-
mains precious to me and I see this 

as a further step in the ministry of 
our common Lord and of his peo-
ple. At this time, I ask for prayers 
as I continue to pray for all parts 
of the Church,” said Nazir-Ali. 

In 2002, the UK media identi-
fied him as one of the favourites 
to succeed the retiring Archbishop 
of Canterbury, George Carey. He 
was quoted at the time as sug-
gesting that he was the target of 
a racist smear campaign and he 
remained as bishop of Rochester 
until 2009.

The 72-year-old is currently 
president of the Oxford Centre 
for Training, Research, Advocacy, 
and Dialogue (OXTRAD). — By 
Luke Coppen, CNA

Prominent Anglican bishop 
received into Catholic Church

MANILA: A Philippine diocese has 
decided to close all its cemeteries on 
All Saints’ and All Souls’ Day for 
the second consecutive year due to 
rising COVID-19 cases.

Legaspi Diocese in southern Lu-
zon announced the decision a week 
after it was announced that Manila 
Archdiocese would close its cem-
eteries.

Bishop Joel Baylon of Legaspi 
told Radio Veritas on October 13 
that the decision to cancel events for 
a second year was made after con-
sultations with health officials and 
clergymen in his diocese.

“The decision … was difficult be-
cause many parishioners like to visit 
the graves of their loved ones at this 
special time of year. But we need to 
balance our faith with the reality this 
pandemic brings,” Bishop Baylon 
said.

The diocese said it has asked local 
authorities to post policemen at cem-
etery gates from Oct 30 to Nov 3.

Last year, cemeteries and colum-
baries in the entire country were de-

clared off limits for the two special 
days by the national government.

This year, Bishop Baylon said, he 
took the unilateral decision to close 
cemeteries in his jurisdiction.

“Since COVID-19 case numbers 
in our province are still alarmingly 
high, I deemed it prudent to imple-
ment the closure of all the Catholic 
cemeteries in the diocese from Oct 
30 until Nov 3, except of course for 
burials,” he said.

Bishop Baylon also urged Catho-
lics not to visit cemeteries at all, if 
possible, to avoid mass transmission 
of the virus.

“We will have online Masses for 
our dearly departed. We will also 
broadcast these Masses via our radio 
and local TV networks. So, let’s use 
technology for the moment because 
we should not take the virus light-
ly,” he said. — By Joseph Peter         
Calleja, ucanews.com

Rt Rev Michael Nazir-Ali, the former 
Anglican bishop of Rochester, England.

People light candles and pray for their relatives at a cemetery during the 
annual observance of All Saints’ Day in Manila on Nov 1, 2019. (UCA News 
photo)

KAZAKHSTAN: The Catholic 
bishops of Central Asia have formed 
a new regional bishops’ conference, 
bringing together the tiny Catholic 
communities of the former Soviet 
republics of Kazakhstan, Uzbeki-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and 
Tajikistan, to help forge unity and 
growth through greater sharing. The 
move comes three decades after the 
five nations became independent 
from Communist rule under the So-
viet Union.

“It is the result of two years of 
work and will assist the Catholic 
presence in this land to grow and ma-
ture,” said Bishop Adelio Dell’Oro 
of Karaganda in Kazakhstan. “We 
will have the opportunity to give 
greater meaning to our mission here, 
to understand what it means, 30 
years after the independence of these 
countries, to be in a territory with a 
Muslim or Orthodox majority,” the 

Italian-born bishop told Vatican’s 
Fides news agency. 

“This is an important issue for all 
five countries. In this way, we will be 
able to go back to following a com-
mon path.” What until recently only 
happened between the various dio-
ceses is now also happening between 
the Churches of the five states. 

The new episcopal body was es-

tablished by a decree of the Vatican’s 
Congregation for the Evangeliza-
tion of Peoples on Sept 8. It aims to 
help the regional bishops respond 
together to common challenges and 
to ensure mutual support to address 
problems in each country.

Following the decree, the Bishops’ 
Conference of Kazakhstan held its 
41st plenary session on Sept 20. Dur-
ing their meeting, the bishops of Ka-
zakhstan consecrated their Church to 
the special protection of St Joseph, 
according to the indications of Pope 
Francis’ letter celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the apostolic visit of 
the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II.

While the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Kazakhstan is a 
member of the Federation of Asian 
Bishops’ Conferences, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, and Ta-
jikistan are associate members. —             
Vatican News 

Central Asian bishops form new regional conference

Bishop Adelio Dell’Oro of 
Karaganda in Kazakhstan

JAKARTA: Timor-Leste has offi-
cially launched a travel association 
bringing together all religions to 
promote religious tourism, a sector 
that the Catholic-majority country 
is seeking to develop to diversify 
its economy.

The launch of the Timor-Leste 
Religious Tourism Association 
(Asosiasaun Turizmu Relijiozu 
Timor-Leste), or ATRTL, was held 
at the Immaculate Conception Ca-
thedral in Dili on October 12.

It coincided with the anniversary 
of Pope St John Paul II’s visit in 
1989 when the country was still 
under Indonesian rule.

Archbishop Dom Virgílio do 
Carmo da Silva of Dili and Mon-
signor Marco Sprizzi, the apostolic 
nunciature’s chargé d’affaires, 
joined senior government officials 
at the launch, which was also at-
tended by representatives of the 
United States government, which 
sponsored the association’s estab-
lishment.

The move to form the associa-
tion had been in the pipeline since 
2018, and had the support of the 
American government’s interna-
tional development agency (US-
AID) through the ‘Tourism for 
All’ project in which the country’s 
religious leaders — Catholic, Prot-

estant, Muslim, Hindu and Con-
fucian — set up a working group 
to explore the potential for faith-
based tourism and subsequently 
organised an international tourism 
conference.

The new association’s president, 
Fr Angelo Salsinha, said the devel-
opment of religious tourism is not 
primarily for economic reasons 
but also for strengthening faith and 
unity among religions.

Therefore, he said, he wants to 
make sure that respect for religion 
is a key priority as ATRTL draws 
up its strategic plan, a feeling 
shared by leaders of the other faiths 
represented in the association.

US chargé d’affaires Tom Daley 
said “faith-based tourism presents a 
tremendous economic opportunity 
for Timor-Leste, with a significant 
number of tourists from neighbour-
ing countries within close reach.”

He added: “It also helps to ad-
vance human rights and respect 
for differences.  Building on our 
respect for religious freedom and 
diversity, the US Mission to Timor-
Leste hopes that the association 
will spur job creation for young 
people, bring prosperity to com-
munities nationwide, and help Ti-
mor-Leste diversify its economy.” 
— By Ryan Dagur, ucanews.com

Timor-Leste launches religious 
tourism association

COVID hits ‘Day of the Dead’ 
in Philippines again

Timor-Leste religious leaders attend the launch of the Timor-Leste Religious 
Tourism Association on Oct. 12 in Dili. (UCA News photo/Arlindo Soares via 
USAID Tourism For All Project)
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Church is and must be above all 
a family,’ says Korean prelate
I was born into a family with no religious 

faith. I completed secondary school at 
a Catholic school which bore the name 

of our martyr, Andrea Kim Taegon. He was 
the first Korean priest and gave his life for 
others. His testimony attracted me a lot.

I was baptised on Christmas Eve 1966. I 
was 16 years old. I was the first Christian in 
my family. Knowing Jesus, I felt the urge to 
open my heart to others. So, for example, at 
school, together with my Christian friends, 
I carried out various services. An immense 
horizon opened before me.

Later, I entered the major seminary in 
Seoul. It wasn’t easy, because no one in my 
family understood my decision.

After three years in the seminary, I had 
to do military service. In this harsh envi-
ronment, I found that love conquers every-
thing. I experienced the power of witness: 
little by little hundreds of my companions 
were baptised.

During my 41 years as a priest and then 
as a bishop, the example of Jesus in the 
washing of the feet has always challenged 
me. And even more, His offering on the 
Cross. It was, above all, there that He was 
a priest.

This made me understand that living the 
priesthood in fullness means giving one’s 
life for others, putting one’s self at their 
service, being a man of dialogue and com-
munion. So for me, being a priest and a 
bishop means walking together with others, 
loving them in a particular way, listening to 
people well. In this way, the priest is “a fa-
ther” of the community, “a man” alongside 
his brothers and sisters who are walking to-
wards the Kingdom of God, “a companion” 
who becomes one with people in difficulty.

I am convinced that the Church is, and 
must be, above all, a family, where each is 
a gift for others: men and women, young 
and old, priests and lay people, consecrated 

and consecrated. A family in which all feel 
co-responsible for life and for the procla-
mation of the Gospel, sent together to re-
alise the dream of Jesus: “that all may be 
one” (Jn 17:21). Being a synodal Church 
for me means this: living and walking as a 
family, listening to the cry of humanity, at 
the service of the excluded.

This prompted me a few years ago to 
hold a diocesan synod in Daejeon. It was 
a great grace, because it helped us experi-

ence the beauty of walking together. It was 
also an antidote to clericalism.

I expect from the Synodal Way that we 
will learn more and more to live as brothers 
and sisters, listening to each other and lis-
tening to the Spirit, knowing how to grasp 
and make grow all the good that is found in 
humanity. Living as a synodal Church will 
not be an effortless journey, but it means 
opening the doors to the Spirit for a new 
Pentecost. — LiCAS news

Bishop Lazarus You Heung-sik. (Vatican News)

Growing as synodal Church: 
Walking together or walking behind?

The first phase of the 16th Ordinary Gen-
eral Assembly of the Synod of Bishops 

will take place from Oct 17 to April 2022. 
Preparations are already underway for this. 
The Preparatory Document (PD) and the 
handbook (Vademecum) that accompanies it 
for conducting the first phase in each local 
Church (diocese/eparchy) give a clear pic-
ture about the overall aim, purpose, objec-
tives and process to be followed from the 
inaugural phase to the implementation phase 
of the Synod.

I felt happy and satisfied to know the pur-
pose of the Synod as stated in PD, 32. It 
is not to produce documents, but “to plant 
dreams, draw forth prophecies and visions, 
allow hope to flourish, inspire trust, bind 
up wounds, weave together relationships, 
awaken a dawn of hope, learn from one 
another and create a bright resourcefulness 
that will enlighten minds, warm hearts, give 
strength to our hands” (FRANCIS, Address 
at the Opening of the Synod of Bishops on 
Young People (Oct 3, 2018).

Going through the PD and the handbook, 
and understanding the overall process of this 
Synod filled me with joy and hope even be-
fore the first phase started. Ever since Pope 
Francis started his Pontificate in March 
2013, he has been calling the Church to fol-
low the Jesus of the Gospels. For example, 
he invited the pastors of the Church ‘to have 
the smell of the sheep’ and to include every-
one, especially women and other marginal-
ised groups, during the foot washing ritual 
on Maundy Thursday. He himself showed 
the example by washing the feet of prison-
ers, including women and people of other 
faiths. Through his addresses at various 
occasions, apostolic exhortations, encycli-

cals like Evangelii Gaudium, Laudato Si’ 
and Fratelli Tutti, he has been continuously 
calling the entire Church to renewal and a 
radical living of the Gospels. The call of the 
present Synod is another milestone in the di-
rection of Church renewal and revitalisation.

‘Synod’ is not a new concept — it is an 
ancient word and an ancient idea. It refers to 
the path along which the people of God walk 
together. It was Vatican II that brought back 
synodality by emphasising the nature and 
identity of the Church as People of God (Lu-
men Gentium (LG) chap 2) and not so much 
by the hierarchical structure; brought about 
a shift from a pyramidal Church to a partici-
pative one. However, the Church still has a 
long way to go to realise this ideal in the life 
and mission of the Church. It is unfortunate 

that the Church has not made much progress 
in implementing the call of Vatican II for a 
participative Church, even after 56 years.

The identity of the church as People of 
God denotes a particular style that quali-
fies the life and mission of the Church. 
Her nature as People of God emphasises 
the concept of journeying together as a pil-
grim people (LG, chap 7) and gathering in 
assembly, summoned by the Lord Jesus in 
the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the 
Gospel. Though this is the inner reality of 
the Church, a big gap exists between this 
theological conviction and the day to day 
functioning of the Church.

“It is precisely this path of synodal-
ity which God expects of the Church of the 
third millennium,” said Pope Francis, in his 
address for the ceremony commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the institution of 
the Synod of Bishops (Oct 17, 2015). This 
common journey together is both a gift and 
a task. It is a call to reflect together on the 
journey that has been made so far. It is an oc-
casion for diverse members of the Church to 
learn from one another. Through this listen-
ing, God calls us towards a deeper commun-
ion, fuller participation, and greater open-
ness to fulfilling our mission in the world.

The long-term vision of this Synod is 
that the whole Church gradually enters a 
new way of being Church, a Church that 
is participatory, egalitarian, and inclusive; 
a Church where the baptismal equality is 
lived in every aspect of the Church’s life and 
mission; a Church where everyone partici-
pates in the life and mission of the Church as 
equal disciples of Jesus. How can this vision 
be achieved?

The PD gives sufficient guidelines to in-

volve all the members of the local Church in 
reflection and sharing. The questions given 
are clear. The first phase of the Synod is the 
listening phase at the local level, listening to 
the Spirit of God speaking through diverse 
members of the Church with varied experi-
ences. One has to wait and see how each lo-
cal Church is going to engage the members- 
both ordained and non-ordained, men and 
women, single, married, widowed, religious 
and clergy, members of various age groups 
and professions, in this listening process.

The patriarchal culture of our country 
does not expect a man and a woman to walk 
together. In most places, the woman is ex-
pected to walk behind the man. Within the 
Church too, we have the hierarchical struc-
ture which can easily collude with the patri-
archal structure, if one is not careful.

Even though the PD and the handbook 
give clear guidelines and a clear rationale 
for moving into a Synodal Church, there 
may be struggles in walking together, as 
men and women, ordained and non-ordained 
within a structure that is not so flexible. 
The gap that is there between ordained and 
non-ordained, between men and women, is 
rather wide. However, I am hopeful that if 
each local Church earnestly tries to put into 
practice the listening phase in a planned and 
systematic manner so that maximum num-
ber of members get an opportunity and help 
to reflect on their experiences of being the 
Church, then the Synod on Synodality will 
help the Church take a step forward towards 
being a Synodal Church, as Pope Francis 
envisioned. — By Sr Shalini Mulackal,                
mattersindia.com

l Turn to Pg 11 for more

General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops

Korean Archbishop Lazarus 
You Heung-sik, prefect of the 
Congregation for the Clergy, 
spoke about his life experience 
during the opening of the 
synodal process convened by 
Pope Francis on Saturday,          
Oct 9.

Presentation Sr Shalini 
Mulackal is a professor at 
Vidyajyoti College of Theology 
in Delhi. She was also the first 
woman president of the Indian 
Theological Association.



October 17 is the International Day for the Eradication 
of Poverty. It is a day that usually comes and goes 

quietly without much notice. The phrase ‘eradication of 
poverty’ may suggest that poverty is a huge problem, too 
big to solve, and so not worth thinking about. We let it slip 
into the back of our minds. It seems very easy to respond 
with indifference, to abandon attempts to engage.

With the pandemic, poverty is no longer something out 
there, but something we brush up against in our families 
and on our local streets. Poverty has become personal. It 
is not an impersonal problem but one which wears the 
faces of people whom we know, have met or whom we 
see and hear through the media. Poverty could wear the 
face of ourselves, of our children. In the circumstances 
that we are facing today, poverty is about people and their 
suffering. It is firstly about hunger and anxiety and only 
secondly about statistics and economic settings. 

We also need to ask ourselves: Who is being left be-
hind? Who are the poorest of the poor? Our faith calls us 
to look more closely at who is disproportionately affected 
by poverty, and to challenge ourselves and our global 
leaders to bring about change with and for the poorest.

Poverty, of course, also has a political face. Societies in 
which many live in poverty while the wealth of the few 
increases have neglected their responsibility to care for 
the good of all their people, including especially the most 
vulnerable. Governments have the duty to ensure that all 
families, all people can live decent lives. Nations have the 
duty to ensure that prosperity is shared across the world, 
and that their own prosperity is not built on the poverty 
of others. 

Jesus said: ‘You will always have the poor among you’ 
(John 12:8). If this statement is not understood correctly, 
it can lead us to the false idea that Jesus taught that pov-
erty is a reality about which there is not much to be done, 
pushing us in a certain way towards indifference. This 
could not be further from the truth. When Jesus tells Judas 
that they will always have the poor, it is to show him that 
the poor have always existed, therefore, Judas has always 
had opportunities to do much for them.

Jesus understood the complexity of the poverty of His 
time because He lived it. He knew what a coin meant to 
an old woman who offered all she had (Mark 12:42). He 
knew the value of a coin lost on the dusty floor of a poor 
house (Luke 15:8–10). He knew what hunger and thirst 
were (Matthew 5:6). He knew what it was like to rum-
mage through the leaves of a fig tree (Mark 11:12–14) or 
ears of wheat (Mark 2:23) to find something to eat. He 
also knew that, for some, riches were an idol, and it was 
difficult for such people to enter the kingdom of Heaven 
if it meant giving them up and sharing them with the poor 
(Luke 18:22–23).

Like the chasm that separated the rich man and Lazarus 
in the parable Jesus told (Luke 16:26), the sin of global 
poverty leaves many members of our human family weak 
and estranged, outside the gates of warmth, hospitality 
and love.

There is someone at our gate. What is our response? 
Will we be indifferent like the rich man? Because inac-
tion, in itself, is an answer — and not one most consistent 
with what God expects of us. 

We will always have poverty — there will always be 
many like Lazarus sitting at our gate — and that’s why 
our response must be one of instilling hope, not abandon-
ment; presence, not indifference.

We will always have 
the poor among us

The Grand Imam of Al-Azhar 
spoke to Vatican Media about 
his relationship with Pope 

Francis: “From the first minute of 
our meeting, I had confirmation that 
he is a man of peace and human-
ity. Each one of us has discovered a 
great spiritual and thoughtful attune-
ment to the crises that afflict contem-
porary man.” 

The Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, 
Prof Ahmad Muhammad Al-Tayeb, 
who was in Rome recently to partici-
pate in some important events along-
side Pope Francis and other religious 
leaders, visited the studios of Vati-
can Radio – Vatican News and spoke 
about his relationship with Pope 
Francis one year after the publica-
tion of the Encyclical Fratelli Tutti.

The Grand Imam recounted that 
“after the election of dear brother 
Pope Francis, Al-Azhar took the ini-
tiative to congratulate him, and we 
received a beautiful response from 
Pope Francis.” He noted that it was 
a response that encouraged them to 
renew the relationship, and so he de-
cided to visit the Pope the Vatican in 
May 2016.

During this visit, he said, “each of 
us has discovered a need for a spirit-
ual and thoughtful attunement to the 
crises that afflict contemporary man, 
and in a special way to the poor, or-
phans, the sick, widows, victims of 
wars and the homeless.”

“This attunement between the 
Pope and I,” Al-Tayeb continued, 
“can offer much to alleviate these 
crises. From the first moment, there 
was no hesitation. I did not hesitate 
to extend my hand. From the first 
minute of our meeting, I had confir-
mation that he is a man of peace and 
humanity par excellence.”

He further noted that following the 
first meeting things went well, and 
that in just three years they had had 
six summits. During the fifth of these 

summits, they signed the Document 
on Human Fraternity.

Fratelli Tutti Encyclical
Regarding the Encyclical Fratelli 
Tutti published a year ago, Prof Al-
Tayeb noted that it “is definitely of 
great importance, especially in this 
time, for both Muslims and non-
Muslims.” He added that the encyc-
lical fits into the framework of their 
meetings and is inspired by them, 
noting that the Pope  also mentions 
this in the preface.

He said that “the encyclical goes 
in the same direction — that of dia-
logue and coexistence among men” 
— and is, in short, “an appeal to ap-
ply the moral principles of religions 
to create a true fraternity where there 
is no room for discrimination on the 
basis of differences of religion, con-
fession, race, gender, or other forms 
of intolerance.”

Furthermore, “the encyclical is 
useful for Muslims and, at the same 
time, for others because it emphasis-
es that we are all brothers,” he said, 
noting that the Qur’an says to Mus-
lims: “You are brothers and you are 
equal in humanity”. In this light, “we 
say that another is similar or equal to 
me and is my brother in humanity. 
He can be a brother in religion, but 
he can also be for me, a brother in 
humanity.” 

The role of religions in 
promoting peace
Speaking on the subject of the role 
of religions in promoting peace and 
fraternity, as well as combatting ha-
tred and terrorism, the Grand Imam 
explained that “to say that religions, 
as revealed by God the Most High, 
have been the cause of wars in his-
tory is inaccurate because what are 
known as conflicts fought in the 
name of religion are, in truth, po-
litical conflicts that have stolen the 

name of religion by loading it with 
corrupt interpretations in order to 
achieve worldly conquests and inter-
ests, which have no connection, not 
even remotely, with true religion.

“I must say that those who spread 
hatred among people today, and 
practice violence and bloodshed in 
the name of religion or God, are liars 
and traitors to the religions whose 
flags they raise, whatever these reli-
gions or doctrines or confessions in 
whose name they speak,” he insisted.

Protecting the dignity of 
women
Finally, responding to a question 
about the dignity of women and wor-
rying signs which indicate the resur-
gence of a fundamentalism that does 
not respect women, Al-Tayeb said 
that “what is stated by the Document 
on Human Fraternity is what is es-
tablished by Islam regarding respect 
for women and full respect for their 
rights.”

He went on to affirm that “no one 
can deprive a woman of a single one 
of her rights, which were established 
by Islam, and which are found in 
a clear and concise sentence in the 
Qur’an: ‘Women are equal to men’ … 
“In the face of this truth”, he contin-
ued, “no Muslim who is faithful to 
his creed can take away from women 
the rights guaranteed by Islam.”

The Grand Imam added that every 
issue that is raised today in this re-
gard “is nothing but a victory of out-
dated and ancient habits and customs 
which do damage to the law of Islam 
and its rules.” He further clarified 
that it is necessary to distinguish be-
tween “rights shaped by contempo-
rary civilisations ignoring religious 
morals and sentiments of human 
nature and other rights formulated 
in societies where religion is a solid 
base in building their culture and 
lifestyles.” — Vatican News

“Fratelli Tutti” 
important for Muslims 
too, says Grand Imam

Grand Imam Al-Tayeb was received in audience by the Pontiff on Oct 4, along with the secretary-general of the Higher Committee 
of Human Fraternity, the author of the volume that recounts the history and choices that led to the signing of the Abu Dhabi 
Declaration in 2019.
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VATICAN: “There is no need to create 
another Church, but to create a different 
Church,” Pope Francis said — quoting 
the words of Yves Congar O.P., one of the 
great theologians of the Second Vatican 
Council — in his talk to a gathering of 
more than 200 cardinals, bishops, clergy, 
religious and laity from all over the world.

They had come together on October 9, 
wearing masks, in the Vatican synod hall 
for “a day of reflection” organised by the 
synod secretariat, headed by Cardinal 
Mario Grech of Malta, prior to the formal 
opening of the two-year-long synod on 
synodality with Mass in St Peter’s Basili-
ca celebrated by Pope Francis on Oct 10.

  This is Francis’ fourth synod — after 
the synods on the family, youth and Ama-
zonia — but it is perhaps the most impor-
tant of all as he envisages it as the path to 
a profound renewal and transformation of 
the Catholic Church worldwide, through 

the participation of all the baptised. He 
explained this in his talk, which drew 
warm applause from those present, and 
which, Cardinal Grech declared, “offers 
direction” to the whole synodal process.

Speaking in Italian and seated between 
Cardinal Grech and the Jesuit Cardinal 
Jean-Claude Hollerich of Luxembourg, 
whom he appointed to the key post of 
general relator (rapporteur) of the synod, 

Francis thanked the participants, who had 
come from many Churches worldwide. 
He told them, “I am certain the Spirit will 
guide us and give us the grace to move 
forward together, to listen to one another 
and to embark on a discernment of the 
times in which we are living, in solidarity 
with the struggles and aspirations of all 
humanity.”

Departing from his prepared text, he 
emphasised that the synod is “not a parlia-
ment or a survey of opinions,” but rather 
“an ecclesial moment whose protagonist 
is the Holy Spirit.” He insisted, “Without 
the Spirit, there is no synod.”

He prayed that it would bring unity in 
the Church. Quoting St Cyprian, he said, 
“We must maintain and firmly uphold 
this unity, above all among ourselves, the 
bishops who preside in the Church, in or-
der to demonstrate that the episcopate is 
itself one and undivided.”

Create a different Church, 
not another Church

Pope Francis leads a meeting with representatives of bishops’ conferences from around the world 
at the Vatican on Oct 9, 2021.  (Vatican Media)

Pope Francis said the synod has three 
key words: “communion, participa-

tion and mission.” He recalled that the 
Second Vatican Council “taught that 
‘communion’ expresses the very nature 
of the Church, while pointing 
out that the Church has received 
‘the mission’ of proclaiming and 
establishing among all peoples 
the kingdom of Christ and of 
God, and is, on earth, the seed and begin-
ning of that kingdom.”

He recalled that St Paul VI, who guid-
ed the council’s last three sessions, ex-
plained that communion entails “cohe-
sion and interior fullness, in grace, truth, 

and collaboration,” while mission means 
“apostolic commitment to the world of 
today.”

St John Paul II, he noted, concluded 
the 1985 synod that marked the 20th 

anniversary of the council’s 
closure, reiterating “that the 
Church’s nature is koinonia, 
which gives rise to her mission 
of serving as a sign of 

the human family’s intimate un-
ion with God.” He noted that 
the Polish pope had emphasised 
that for synods to be fruitful, 
“it is necessary that the local church-
es work at their preparation with the                                                 

participation of all.”
Pope Francis reaffirmed this vital need 

for “participation” and said that 
communion and mission risk re-
maining somewhat abstract “un-
less we cultivate an ecclesial prax-
is that expresses the concreteness 
of synodality at every step of our journey 
and activity, encouraging real involve-

ment on the part of each and all.”
He reminded everyone that 

“participation is a requirement 
of the faith received in baptism” 
and said, “in the Church, every-

thing starts with baptism. Baptism, the 
source of our life, gives rise to the equal 

dignity of the children of God, albeit in 
the diversity of ministries and charisms. 

Consequently, all the baptised are 
called to take part in the Church’s 
life and mission.”

While acknowledging that pro-
gress regarding participation has 

been made in many dioceses, Francis 
also stated frankly, “we must acknowl-
edge the frustration and impatience felt 
by many pastoral workers, members of 
diocesan and parish consultative bodies 
and women, who frequently remain on 
the fringes.” He reminded bishops and 
priests, “Enabling everyone to participate 
is an essential ecclesial duty!”

Three key words of the synod

The Holy Father said the synod offers “a 
great opportunity for a pastoral conver-

sion in terms of mission and ecumenism” 
but cautioned that “it is not exempt from 
certain risks.” He mentioned three risks: for-
malism, intellectualism and complacency.

Referring to formalism, he said, “the 
synod could be reduced to an extraordi-
nary event, but only externally; that would 
be like admiring the magnificent facade 
of a church without ever actually stepping 
inside.”Instead, the synod is meant to be “a 
process of authentic spiritual discernment 
that we undertake, not to project a good im-
age of ourselves, but to cooperate more ef-
fectively with the work of God in history.”

“We must acknowledge the frustration 
and impatience felt by many pastoral work-
ers, members of diocesan and parish consul-
tative bodies and women, who frequently 
remain on the fringes.”

“If we want a synodal Church,” he said, 
“we cannot remain satisfied with appear-
ances alone; we need content, means and 
structures that can facilitate dialogue and 
interaction within the People of God, espe-
cially between priests and laity.” He empha-
sised this, he said, because “sometimes there 
is an elitism among priests and bishops that 

causes them to separate themselves from the 
laity.”

He insisted that the synodal Church “re-
quires changing certain overly vertical, dis-
torted and partial visions of the Church, the 
priestly ministry, the role of the laity, eccle-
sial responsibilities, roles of governance and 
so forth.”

Identifying the second risk as intellectual-
ism, Francis said the synod “could turn into 
a kind of study group, offering learned but 
abstract approaches to the problems of the 
Church and the evils in our world. The usual 
people saying the usual things, without great 
depth or spiritual insight, and ending up 
along familiar and unfruitful ideological and 
partisan divides, far removed from the real-
ity of the holy People of God and the con-
crete life of communities around the world.”

He identified the third risk as “the tempta-
tion of complacency, the attitude that says: 
‘We have always done it this way’ and it 
is better not to change.” This is a poison in 
the life of the Church, he said, adding that 
“those who think this way, perhaps without 
even realising it, make the mistake of not 
taking seriously the times in which we are 
living. The danger, in the end, is to apply old 
solutions to new problems.”

Formalism, Intellectualism 
and Complacency “Let us experience this moment of en-

counter, listening and reflection as a 
season of grace that, in the joy of the Gos-
pel, allows us to recognise at least three op-
portunities,” said Pope Francis.

“It is “important that the synodal process 
be a process of becoming, a process that in-
volves the local churches, in different phas-
es and from the bottom up, in an exciting 
and engaging effort that can forge a style 
of communion and participation directed to 
mission.”

He invited everyone, starting with bish-
ops, to “experience this moment of en-
counter, listening and reflection as a season 
of grace that, in the joy of the Gospel, al-
lows us to recognise at least three oppor-
tunities.”

He said the first opportunity calls us 
“to move structurally towards a synodal 
Church,” that is, to “an open square where 
all can feel at home and participate.” The 
second asks us “to become a listening 
Church,” that is, “to break out of our rou-
tine and pause from our pastoral concerns 
in order to stop and listen. To listen to the 
Spirit in adoration and prayer, to listen to 
our brothers and sisters speak of their hopes 
and of the crises of faith present in different 
parts of the world, of the need for a renewed 
pastoral life and of the signals we are re-
ceiving from those on the ground.”

The third opportunity, he said, calls us 
“to become a Church of closeness which, 
not only in words but by her very presence, 
weaves greater bonds of friendship with so-
ciety and the world. A Church that does not 
stand aloof from life, but immerses herself 
in today’s problems and needs, bandaging 
wounds and healing broken hearts with the 
balm of God.”

Francis prayed that this synod “may be a 
true season of the Spirit!” He told his audi-
ence, “The Holy Spirit guides us where God 
wants us to be, not to where our own ideas 
and personal tastes would lead us.” At this 
point, he recalled that Fr Congar once said: 
“There is no need to create another Church, 
but to create a different Church.”

He concluded with this prayer: 
“Come, Holy Spirit! 

You inspire new tongues 
and place words of life on our lips: 

keep us from becoming a 
‘museum church,’ beautiful but mute, 

with much past and little future. 
Come among us, so that in this 

synodal experience we will not lose 
our enthusiasm, dilute the power of 

prophecy, or descend into 
useless and unproductive discussions.” 

— By Gerard O’Connell, americamaga-
zine.org

Encounter, Listen and Reflect

General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops

Mission

Communion

Participation
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VIETNAM: A Vietnamese par-
ish priest has come to the rescue of 
school students from ethnic minori-
ties who could not afford equipment 
needed for online learning.

Wearing school uniforms, more 
than 100 students attend online 
classes initiated by Fr Dominic Tran 
Quang Vinh at Gan Reo Church, 
in Duc Trong district of Lam Dong 
province in the Central Highlands.

The students, aged 11-15, are from 
An Hiep’s public school, which was 
closed for the COVID-19 outbreak 
and has moved to online classes 
since September 20.

Fr Vinh said the students are from 
ethnic K’ho, Chil and Ma families 
which could not afford computers, 
smartphones, and Internet services.

“To meet students’ needs during 
the pandemic, we immediately bor-
rowed computers, TVs and speakers 
from local families to hold online 
classes for them in time,” he said.

He also called on students who 
have computers to take them to the 
church so that they can share them 
with other students.

The 41-year-old priest said he has 
installed a high-speed Internet line 

and uses catechism facilities in the 
church’s compound for online class-
es, as religious activities have been 
suspended to contain the contagion.

On the first day, 107 students went 
to the church for online classes and 
many others attended on the follow-
ing days.

Fr Vinh said seventh and ninth 
graders study in the morning, while 
sixth and eighth graders study in the 
afternoon. They are given face masks 
and disinfectants and are divided into 
groups, each having five - seven stu-
dents in one class to maintain social 
distancing.

Local educational authorities re-
quire online classes to have a maxi-
mum of 12 students.  

“I daily check devices, visit the 
students and encourage them to work 
hard,” the priest said.

Local nuns prepare classes and 
turn on computers and TVs before 
students start their lessons. They also 
offer them fruits, cake and drinking 
water during breaks.

Nguyen Huu Minh, the school’s 
principal, said he owes the parish a 
debt of gratitude for creating favour-
able and safe conditions for students 

to study online.
Minh said the school lacks equip-

ment for studies and only equips 
eight rooms with Internet and com-
puters for teachers to provide online 
lessons. The school has 634 students 
and one third of them are from ethnic 
families lacking electronic equip-
ment.

“Teachers and students are walk-
ing on air to work with one another, 
thanks to the church’s support,” he 
said, adding the school’s vice prin-
cipal daily supervises his students 
studying at the church.

Fr Vinh said the parish will con-
tinue serving students, regardless of 
their faith, until the school is open 
again.

He hopes benefactors will donate 
computers and TVs to serve stu-
dents’ online work in the long term.

The parish has 1,300 members 
who cultivate rice, coffee and veg-
etables for a living. They have small 
farms and so need to work at facto-
ries for more income.

Fr Vinh said students from a vil-
lage eight kilometres from the parish 
still cannot attend online courses as 
they lack equipment.

The priest, who was assigned to 
the parish in 2016, said he gives high 
priority to ethnic students’ education. 
They are given food and tutored in 
some subjects by sisters and teachers 
at the church after school lessons.

Thanks to the parish’s determined 
efforts, more ethnic students are 
entering secondary school and the 
number dropping out has fallen dra-
matically.

The parish has some 140 Catholic 
students studying at secondary and 
high schools this year.

Redemptorist Fr Joseph Le Quang 
Uy, who is active in social activities 
in Ho Chi Minh City, has called on 

people to donate second-hand lap-
tops to homes for orphans and disa-
bled children who could not afford to 
buy computers for their online stud-
ies.

Fr Uy said he has received 10 
laptops and delivered them to five 
homes.

Schools in many provinces af-
fected by COVID-19 have moved 
to online courses to protect students 
from infection. 

Last month, Prime Minister Pham 
Minh Chinh launched a national pro-
gram to provide one million comput-
ers and Internet access for 7.35 mil-
lion students. — ucanews.com

Maths replaces Masses at 
Vietnam Church

PANAJI, Goa: A priest in the Arch-
diocese of Goa and Daman is on a 
twin mission – to promote cleanli-
ness and plant trees as part of caring 
for the environment.

Fr Milagres Dias, assistant parish 
priest of the Holy Trinity Church in 
Benaulim, braved heavy monsoon 
rains to clean a local beach with the 
help of youngsters and parishion-
ers. He said he was distressed to see 
huge piles of plastic bags and other 
garbage items littering the pristine 
stretch of the beach.

“We gathered more than 1 metric 
ton of garbage,” said Fr Dias.

It was the first time he had ob-
served such huge garbage deposits 
in the three years since he came to 
Benaulim, some 35 km south of 
Panaji, the state capital.

He approached the youth mem-
bers of the parish and started the 
cleanliness drive with seven of them. 
Later, around 45 parishioners joined 
them and completed the drive.

The volunteers wore raincoats 
while gathering the garbage from the 
beach with their bare hands. They 
also used rakes to pull out waste go-
ing into the sea.

“It had to be done quickly because 
the monsoons would wash the rub-
bish into the sea at high tide,” said 
Pele Fernandes, a fisherman who as-
sisted in the drive.

Fr Dias said they spent an hour 
with the Lord before undertaking the 
cleanliness drive for another hour. 
“A clean environment is the creation 
of God,” asserted the 43-year-old 
priest. “Cleaning the surrounding, 
keeping God’s creation beautiful 

is my duty. Wherever I go, I pick 
up empty bottles and plastics lying 
around and put them into a bag,” 
said the priest, a native of Chorao, a 
pristine Goan village.

Pointing to the boot of his car he 
said, “I carry waste bags always. I 
like to keep the roads clean. Seeing 
me, the parishioners also pick up 
bottles on the road and place them in 
waste boxes.” He also gently whis-
pers to tourists to keep the village 
clean.

Jonathan Barretto, a youth mem-
ber in the Benaulim Trinity choir, 
says garbage has left most places in 
Goa, including its pristine beaches, 
stinking. “Despite the rains, we man-
aged to clean the beach along our 
parish boundary. The happiness of 
being a part of such a great initiative 
is immense,” he said.

Barretto said cleaning the neigh-
bourhood was not new to them. “We 
used to do this in the past. This year, 
we started the cleanliness drive eve-
ry Sunday in our village, but had to 

end it in April as the second wave of 
the pandemic struck.”

For Konrad Rodrigues, another 
youth, taking care of the environ-
ment is his way of manifesting his 
patriotism. He regrets that many 
people destroy the beauty of his 
motherland by deliberately and ha-
bitually throwing away garbage in 
public places, beaches, springs, and 
roadsides.

“If steps are not taken to control 
the problem, the tourism industry 
in Goa will die,” Rodrigues warned. 
Goa is India’s top tourist destina-
tion, “but we cannot invite tourists to 
our state when filth and garbage are 
strewn everywhere.”

Fr Dias, a popular tiatrist and 
writer, uses drama and songs to 
conscientise people about the 
protection of the environment. 
He has directed and staged more 
than 13 dramas on various top-
ics – religious, youth, motivational.                                                                             
— By Lissy Maruthanakuzhy,                
mattersindia.com

Priest’s cleanliness drive 
removes stink from Goa beach

Students attend an online class at Gan Reo Church in Vietnam’s Lam Dong 
province. (UCA News photo)

PATNA, India: A Catholic priest on 
a country-wide mission to spread 
the message of peace and environ-
mental protection urged students in 
Patna to make small sacrifices to 
keep their eastern Indian city clean.

“This sacrifice is expected from 
you. Even in the worship of God, 
there is an element of sacrifice,” 
Carmelite Prashant Palakkappilly 
told the students of Jesuit-managed 
St Xavier’s College of Manage-
ment and Technology in the capital 
of Bihar state on October 8.

The priest, who set out from 
Kochi in Kerala on Aug 10, noted 
that the people of Bihar have “a 
very casual way” of dealing with 
plastic waste. “Educate them on 
proper disposal of plastic waste so 
that it does not cause pollution,” 
added the 56- year-old former prin-
cipal of Sacred Heart College The-
vara in Kochi.

Fr Prashant, as he is popularly 

known, has been travelling across 
the country on a motorcycle as part 
of his ‘Discovering Trust, Green, 
Peace on Indian Roads.”

So far, he has travelled more than 
10,000km, working in solidarity 
with the Swachch Bharat Abhiyan 
(Clean India Campaign) and the 
Green Kerala Mission.

Stressing the need for clean wa-
ter and sanitation, he said these 
were necessary for people to sur-
vive. “We need Swasthya Bharat 
(healthy India) along with a 
Swachch Bharat,” he added.

He urged the students not to buy 
beverages made by multinational 
companies that pollute their local-
ity. “You should instead develop a 
taste for coconut water. This would 
also benefit the coconut produc-
ers,” he said.

Even Mahatma Gandhi had pro-
moted the swadeshi khadi clothes, 
he said. — mattersindia.com

Make sacrifices to keep city 
clean, pleads biker priest

Fr Prashant Palakkappilly spreads the message of peace and environmental 
protection to students in Patna. (Matters India photo)

Fr Milagres Dias cleans up the Goa beach drive with youths. (Matters 
India photo)
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Five overlooked moments for sharing faith
Like students taking a test, we often as-

sign God to boxes without realising it: 
God will be present at church, in Mass or 
in class. But we can forget that Emmanuel 
is with us everywhere and always.

The New Testament uses the Greek word 
“kerygma” (meaning “proclamation”) to 
describe the core of the Church’s teach-
ing about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrec-
tion. The good news that Jesus came to 
proclaim is the heart of all we do, say, and 
teach as followers of Christ.

How might ordinary times and places 
point to the kerygma — leading us deeper 
into the mystery of the kingdom of God?

The ultimate aim of catechesis is not to 
know doctrine or dogma (although Church 
teachings are essential) but to come to 
know the person of Jesus Christ. This rela-
tionship is what transforms our lives.

How can everyday encounters teach 
us about Jesus? Where and when can we 
speak about faith with the young people in 
our lives?

1. In the car

My mother always said that teenagers 
open up at night, in the car, when they 
don’t have to look at you. Wiser words 
were never spoken (and echoed by her 
daughter, too).

Fielding big questions from the back 
seat can turn our family cars into cateche-
sis on the go. Try praying when you see 
a racing ambulance, pass an accident, or 

drive by a cemetery to put your faith into 
action together. Jesus often taught His dis-
ciples on the road, which helped to keep 
them on the way.

2. At night
Kids often let down 
their guard at night, 
when they feel safe 
in the quiet. It’s not 
just a bedtime de-
lay technique, but 
an ancient human 
instinct to ask big questions in the dark, 
like our ancestors around the campfire.

Whether you share a bedtime story with 
a young child or let your teenager open up 
about what’s on their mind, night time can 
connect us on a deeper level. How might 
evenings offer your family the chance to 
tell stories of faith or pray together?

3. After a loss
After a hard game or a 
deep grief, adults need 
to help children put their 
losses into perspective. 
We do this when kids 
don’t make the team or 
the cast, but we can also 
do it each time life doesn’t go their way, 
coaching and encouraging them to keep 
going.

If we practice praying through smaller 
disappointments, we build up stronger 
instincts to turn to God when bigger chal-
lenges, conflicts or crises arise.

4. After a win
Isn’t it ironic that 
we often pray more 
when life is harder? 
Cultivating hab-
its of praise and 
thanksgiving when things go well — a big 

win at school or a small victory on the field 
— can help us celebrate life’s joys with 
God, too.

Giving thanks is not just a gratitude 
practice but a path to humility. We learn 
not to take the credit when things go right 
or blame others when they go wrong. The 
next time your child brings home good 
news, remember to thank God first.

5. Over dinner
Our Catholic 
faith is sac-
ramental and 
E u c h a r i s t i c , 
which is an-
other way of 
saying we love 
to feast. The 
celebration of 
Mass gathers us around the table of the 

Lord who ate with sinners and saints alike. 
What parent doesn’t need to remember this 
motley crew each time we sit down to dine 
with our beloved children?

Whether you pray a quick grace or take 
turns sharing where you saw God that day, 
let a renewal of your mealtime prayers 
bring your family closer together and clos-
er to God.

The kerygma is like a kernel: a seed of 
God’s word that we can help grow each 
day. Where might you seek the good news 
in your own life? — By Laura Kelly              
Fanucci, CNS

l Fanucci is a writer, speaker, and au-
thor of several books including “Eve-
ryday Sacrament: The Messy Grace of 
Parenting.” Her work can be found at 
laurakellyfanucci.com.

Beyond classroom faith
In a world of instant communication, it 

is not unusual for permanently logged-
on people like me to get tech fatigue. 

However, there is a ‘ding’ I look forward to 
every day at 3.00pm. It’s a notification from 
a young man, now in Singapore, inviting me 
to pray the Divine Mercy chaplet with him. 
He is often at work, so we text each other, 
“For the sake of His sorrowful passion.” 
“Have mercy on us and the whole world.” 

It has not always been this way in the 
five years that we have known each other. 
Five years ago, a message alert from him 
at 11.00am (class began at 10.30am) tell-
ing me he would not be in catechism that 
Sunday, would be normal. He was the teen 
remembered by previous catechists for all 
the wrong reasons – from his disruptive be-
haviour in his First Holy Communion class 
to his relentless and repeated questioning 
about Church dogma and clerical abuse as 
a teenager. 

As a Confirmation (Form Five) catechist, 
I am the last official faith educator many of 
these teens will meet, unless they pursue 
religious studies or take an interest in cat-
echetical matters. 

I don’t take my duty lightly. I sought my 
faith. I was not born into it. Although my 
mother is Catholic, my father, at the time 
of their wedding, was not. I was ‘denied’ 
Sunday school and convent catechism be-
cause my father said it was “better for me 
to choose my own faith than to have it thrust 
upon me.” I resented him for some time, 
especially because the Catholic girls who 

attended Mrs. Eunice Cheow’s Friday faith 
classes at St Teresa’s Convent in Brickfields 
would get a shiny 50 sen coin after each les-
son! 

But God’s ways are not our ways, and this 
came to light when, because of my insist-
ence on becoming a fully practicing and par-
taking member of the Church, I embarked 
on the RCIA programme, which my then-
58-year-old father joined. He and I were 
baptised and confirmed together. 

Having always known that I had the inte-
rior desire to know God fully, I understood 
how a pre-decided faith could have worked 
against me. Many teens don’t enjoy be-
ing in catechism. They have gone through 
12, sometimes 13 years of enforced faith 
studies. The Boston catechism is fine for 
six-year-olds who parrot, “Who made me? 
God made me. Why did God make me? God 
made me to love Him, serve Him, and be 
happy with Him in heaven.” 

But when hormonal fluctuations begin, 
and tweens get sucked into the business of 
online personalities, cyber bullying, and im-
mersion into the sexualised nature of music 
and movies, many faith educators are not 
equipped to handle it. There is not enough 

training available to prepare our teaching 
laity for the hard questions they need to be 
able to answer when they are faced with re-
bellious, confused, hormonally-aggressive 
teens. 

So, teens on the cusp of adulthood, sitting 
for the exams that, for many, determine the 
foreseeable course of life, continue to be 
taught by well-meaning faith educators who 
teach by rote, intent on syllabus completion 
amidst multiple Confirmation Mass practic-
es, camps, and fundraisers. 

Call me naïve, but I embarked on my faith 
educator life with the goal of helping my 
young adults see the gift that they have been 
given in their faith. I wanted to challenge 
them as they challenged me. I set out to an-
swer their questions, no matter how hard 
they were. And I promised them that if I did 
not know, I would consult texts and Church 
documents and call on priests who did know. 

I was not universally embraced. But I per-
severed. And by my honesty, and my sar-
casm, compassion, humour, and street cred 
(who else had a catechist with a knife wound 
from working with drug-dependent kids?), I 
won most over.

And oh, how I gave. The friends I asked 
for favours: cash to sponsor the kids who 
could not afford Confirmation Camp fees, 
Grab credits for the teen whose single moth-
er worked on weekends, a scholarship for 
the promising athlete. I held nothing back. 
I loved my faith so much that I wanted my 
students to see the joy that could be gained 
in the emptying out of self. 

I wept over the ones who were so hard-
hearted that the love of God, which I tried 
to channel, could not soften them. I would 
despair until Scripture comforted me with 
John 17:12, “While I was with them, I pro-
tected them and kept them safe by that name 
you gave me. None has been lost except the 
one doomed to destruction so that Scripture 
would be fulfilled.”

As I taught, I was also instructed. I learnt 
that my place in the classroom was to do 
what I could to the best of my abilities. 
There was only one Saviour. And I was not 
Him. And therefore, I needed to accept it if I 
seemed to lose a few of the lambs entrusted 
to me. Because all things happen in God’s 
time, not mine. My objective was to tell 
these outliers that God would never give up 
on them, and that He would always beckon 
and call. 

My Singaporean prayer mate was one of 
them. He decided not to be confirmed. He 
had too many questions and he was not sure. 
After a dismal SPM, he went to work as a 
mechanic in Johor. When he crossed over to 
Singapore, he realised what a market there 
was for his mechanical talent. While his 
contemporaries struggle through their de-
grees and the world after university, my boy 
is sending money to me for the teens who 
cannot make Confirmation Camp fees. 

He plans to return to Malaysia in a few 
years to take care of the ageing aunt and un-
cle who raised him. He tells me he will enrol 
in RCIA, “I follow your style, ‘cher’”. With 
God there are no losses. Just waits.  

Word in 
Progress 

Karen 
Michaela Tan

Teach children to thank God for the little wins. (Shutterstock photo)
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In the summer of 1854, US 
President Franklin Pierce sent 

Isaac Stevens to be governor of 
Washington Territory, a tract of 
land controlled by the federal 
government. Governor Stevens 
called for a meeting of native 
chiefs to discuss the tension be-
tween the US government and 
the natives. 

One of the tribes, the Yakima, 
was stubbornly rebelling, led by 
their chief, Kamiakin. The Mis-
sionary Oblates of Mary Im-
maculate (the religious order to 
which I belong) were working 
with the Yakima nations. Their 
chief, Kamiakin, turned to one of 
our Oblate priests, Charles Pan-
dosy, for advice, asking him how 
many Europeans there were and 
when they would stop coming.  

Sadly, the advice that Pandosy 
gave him was of no consola-
tion to the chief.  In a letter to 
our Oblate founder in France, St 
Eugene de Mazenod, Pandosy 
summed up his conversation 
with the Yakima chief. He told 
Kamiakin: “It is as I feared. The 
whites will take your country 
as they have taken other coun-
tries from the Indians. I came 
from the land of the white man 
far to the east where the people 

are thicker than the grass on the 
hills. Where there are only a few 
here now, others will come with 
each year until your country will 
be overrun with them. … It has 
been so with other tribes; it will 
be so with you. You may fight 
and delay for a time this inva-
sion, but you cannot avert it. I 
have lived many summers with 
you and baptised a great number 
of your people into the faith. I 
have learned to love you. I can-
not advise you or help you. I 
wish I could.” (Quote from Kay 
Cronin, Cross in the Wilderness, 
Mission Press, Toronto, c1960, 
p. 35.)

One hundred and sixty-seven 
years later the situation is the 
same, only the players are dif-
ferent. In 1854, Europeans were 
coming to America for a myriad 
of reasons. Some were fleeing 
poverty, others persecution, oth-
ers saw no future for themselves 
in their homeland, others were 
searching for religious freedom, 
and still others were immigrat-
ing because they saw huge pos-
sibilities here in terms of career 
and fortune. But there were peo-
ple already living here, and these 
indigenous peoples resisted and 
resented the newcomers, per-

ceiving their coming as a threat, 
an unfairness, and a seizure of 
their country. Even before they 
fully realised how many people 
would land on their shores, the 
indigenous nations had already 
intuited what this would mean, 
the end to their way of life. 

Does any of this sound strange-
ly familiar? I recall a comment I 
read on the sports pages several 
years ago which spoke volumes. 
A baseball player who was in 
New York City to play the Yan-
kees shared how, going to the 
stadium on the subway, he was 
taken aback by what he saw and 
heard: There were people of dif-

ferent colours, speaking different 
languages, and I asked myself, 
who let all these people into our 
country? That could have been 
Chief Kamiakin of the Yakima 
nation, a hundred and sixty-sev-
en years ago. Today our borders 
everywhere are crowded, with 
people trying to enter our West-
ern countries. They are fleeing 
their homelands for the same 
reasons as did the original Euro-
peans who came to America. 

Most of them are fleeing per-
secution or a hopeless future for 
themselves in their own coun-
tries, even as others are seek-
ing a better career and fortune 
for themselves. And like the in-
digenous peoples, we who now 
live here have the same concerns 
that Chief Kamiakin had a hun-
dred and sixty-seven years ago: 
When will this stop? How many 
of those people are there? What 
will this mean for our way of life, 
for our ethnicity, our language, 
our culture, our religion?

Whatever our personal feel-
ings about this, the answer to 
those questions cannot be much 
different from the answer Fr 
Pandosy gave Chief Kamiakin 
all those years ago.  It’s not go-
ing to stop — because it can’t. 

Why not?
Globalisation is inevitable 

because the earth is round, not 
endless. Sooner or later, we have 
no other option but to meet each 
other, accept each other, and 
find a way to share space and 
life with each other. Because the 
earth is round, its space and re-
sources are limited, not endless. 
Moreover, there are millions of 
people who are unable to live 
where they are presently living. 
They will do what they must do 
for themselves and their fami-
lies. What’s happening cannot 
be stopped. In the words of Fr 
Pandosy, we may try to fight and 
delay this invasion for a time, 
but we cannot avert it.

Today, we, former immigrants 
ourselves, are beginning (at least 
a little) to understand what the 
indigenous peoples must have 
felt when we showed up, unin-
vited, on their shores. It’s our 
turn now to know what it feels 
like when a country we consider 
as ours is progressively filling 
up with people who are different 
from us in ethnicity, language, 
culture, religion, and way of life. 

What goes around comes 
around. — By Fr Ron Rolheiser, 
all rights reserved.

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Immigration – Then and Now 

The 19th Century English poet, 
Francis Thomson, wrote the 

poem The Hound of Heaven after 
his life had been messed up by 
drug addiction and poverty. He 
speaks of running away from a 
God who was pursuing him like 
a hound in pursuit of a hare. He 
thought he could enjoy pleasures 
by escaping God, but the Divine 
Master finally shows that it was 
His love that gave chase to bring 
him back to the right path. Writ-
ers have compared this magnifi-
cent poem with the psalm we are 
about to read.

There are twelve psalms (Pss. 
4, 5, 16, 23, 27, 31, 36, 49, 61, 
63, 73, 139) which show that 
God’s relationship to Israel was 
so intimate that what seemed 
to be a brutal setting aside was 

actually a loving election of its 
people. God opens His house to 
welcome people into His mys-
tery like a well-beloved host. 
People become His guests. Take 
the famous ‘Shepherd Psalm’ (Ps 
23) as an example: We see the 
Lord as a caring shepherd who 
makes sure His sheep are not in 
want of anything. He leads them 
to green pastures and peaceful 
waters. He guides them with 
love and comfort. In the second 
part of the psalm, the Lord be-
comes a host giving a plentiful 
banquet where the guest’s cup is 
overflowing.

Psalms of Emmanuel God 
with Us. Psalm 138 (139) Week 
4 Wednesday Evening Prayer

This psalm is another mas-
terpiece in the Hebrew psalter. 

It shows God as the one who 
knows all and is ever powerful in 
His relationship with His people. 
The psalmist shows a conscious-
ness of God’s intimate relation-
ship with him and His ever-lov-
ing presence. God’s presence is 
not to instil fear in the believer 
but to carve out a personal union 
so that even in the face of calam-
ity one will be able to build his 
faith in a God who is with us 
(Emmanuel).

This calamity happened with 
the destruction of the Temple, 
the very place where they used 
to experience the presence of 
God together as a community. 
They used to go up to Jerusalem 
three times a year for the feasts 
of Passover, Pentecost and Tab-
ernacles. When the Temple was 

destroyed, they had to rethink 
this faith about God’s presence. 
God is not just in a building but 
in a faithful people. Even His 
laws are there to show His inti-
mate caring for His flock.

Verses 1-6: These verses show 
that God knows everything 
about a person, whether he is 
resting or rising, walking or ly-
ing down. He even knows the 
person’s intentions, his thoughts 
and his words. Strong words 
are used to show that God has 
fenced a person from behind and 
in front as if he is trapped, and 
God’s hand comes down hard to 
grasp the person. He is totally in 
God’s power.

Verses 7-12: The psalmist ac-
knowledges that there is no es-
cape for him wherever he goes. 
If he goes vertically up to the 
heavens and down to the grave 
(Sheol), or horizontally to the 
furthest east from where the 
dawn comes or to the furthest 
west where the Mediterranean is, 
God’s persistent gaze and guid-
ance would follow him. God’s 
hand will guide him, but the 
right hand, the hand with power, 
will protect him from harm. The 
grasp becomes an embrace.

Verses 13-18: An emphatic 
“For” gives the reason, “You 
possessed my being (literally 
‘my kidneys’), the seat of my in-
terior and hidden life. God takes 

on the images of a weaver and 
a potter who fashions the human 
being. He knits and fashions the 
human person from the mother’s 
womb and from mother earth. 
Man’s ways are all numbered in 
God’s book.

Verses 19-24: The bible di-
vides the world into righteous 
and wicked. The psalmist prays 
to be on the side of the righteous. 
He even prays to take the side of 
God against the foes. He asks 
God to slay the wicked (Verses 
19-22 are omitted in the Prayer 
of the Church). And he con-
cludes with the opening words: 
Lord, search me and know me, 
and lead me now to eternal life.

Christ must have prayed this 
psalm together with Israel, His 
people. His union with God is 
perfect. He experienced con-
tinually the presence of God in 
His life. It was during His un-
bearable passion on the cross 
that He exclaimed the words of 
Psalm 22, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” 
But faith tells us God was there! 
We may feel the same absence 
of God in our own suffering and 
pain. However, our union with 
God is achieved through Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, so that, 
as Paul tells the Athenians, “In 
him, we live and move and have 
our being”, Acts 17:28. — By 
Msgr James Gnanapiragasam

The Hound of Heaven
Reflecting on the Psalms
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The Seven Churches
Unscramble the letters below to uncover the names of 

the cities where John’s letters were going.

Rearrange the letters in each row to 
form the name of a person from the 
Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles. For 
example, the first row will read Jesus. 

In today's Gospel read-
ing, Jesus tells us that the 
people who are great are 
those who serve. One of 
those great people is Mary, 
the mother of Jesus - God 
choose her to be the mother 
of His Son. 
Our Lady spent her whole 

life caring for Jesus, and 
now she watches over us and 
helps us. She is the great-
est saint of all.
Another great person is 

the Pope, who has a very big 

job looking after the whole 
Church. Did you know that 
the Pope is called "The serv-
ant of the servants of God?" 
He is great because he is 

using his life to take care of 
God’s people.
But who do you think is the 

best example of all? Jesus! 
He helped people all His life 
and then He died so that 
everyone would have the 
chance to go to Heaven. 

Love
Aunty Eliz

Peter healed many people during his travels – and 
even brought some people back from death! To com-
plete the sentence, use the number below each line to 
find its matching letter in the boxes. 
After kneeling and praying by her side, Peter said these 
words:
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ROME: Dates of the next 
World Youth Day (WYD) in Lis-
bon, Portugal, have been an-
nounced.

The world’s largest gather-
ing of Catholic young people 
will take place from Aug 1 to 
Aug 6, 2023.

Making the announcement 
on Oct 3, Cardinal Manuel 
Clemente, the Patriarch of 
Lisbon, said: “We hope the 
22 months that will lead us to 
WYD might be a time of evan-
gelisation for all.”

World Youth Day was estab-
lished by Pope John Paul II in 
1985. The week-long gather-
ing usually attracts hundreds 
of thousands of young people.

The international event is 
typically held on a different 
continent every three years, 

with the presence of the Pope.
Pope Francis announced 

that the Portuguese capital 
would host the global Catho-
lic gathering of young people 
at the closing Mass of the last 
international World Youth 
Day in Panama City in January 
2019.

Lisbon, a city of 505,000 
people, is around 75 miles 
from Fatima, one of the most 
visited Marian pilgrimage sites 
in the world. A report on “Eu-
ropean Young Adults and Reli-
gion” published in 2018 found 
that Portugal has one of the 
highest levels of weekly Mass 
attendance among young 
people in Europe.

The organising committee 
for the Lisbon event said it de-
cided to announce the date on 

Oct 4 in honour of the Feast of 
St Francis of Assisi.

World Youth Day in Lisbon 
was initially scheduled for 
August 2022, but the Vatican 
postponed the event for a 
year due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The bishop overseeing 
preparations for World Youth 
Day 2023 told CNA in an inter-
view earlier this year, that the 
event will be an opportunity 
to renew hope in the wake of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“I wish WYD Lisbon 2023 to 
be from, and to, all the people 
and that it can mean an op-
portunity to renew hope in 
the post-pandemic period,” 
Bishop Américo Manuel Alves 
Aguiar said. — By Courtney 
Mares, CNA

Dates for World 
Youth Day 2023 in 
Lisbon announced

PENANG: Seeds Ministry recently or-
ganised the St Joseph Virtual Conference 
for Young Men, for men aged between 13 
to 35 across Malaysia. 

This conference was aimed at sharing 
the virtues of St Joseph, as well as ex-
ploring how men can be Men of God in 
their day-to-day realities.

There were sharings by various speak-
ers as well as breakout groups. Questions 
were given by each speaker to ponder 
upon and discuss during these sessions. 

The topics shared were on the 
honorary ti-

tles of St 
J o s e p h 
— Jo-

seph, our Spiritual Father; Joseph, most 
Prudent; Joseph, most Courageous; Jo-
seph, most Chaste; Joseph, Most Just; 
Joseph, Mirror of Patience; Joseph, Pil-
lar of Families; Joseph, Glory of Domes-
tic Life and Joseph, Terror of Demons. 

Each speaker shared how St Joseph 
practised the above virtues and encour-
aged participants to emulate them in 
their daily lives. The online conference 
concluded with Holy Mass celebrated by 
Fr Robin Lomangkok.

It was interesting to explore his char-
acteristics and have a role model to 
lean on.  Seeing brothers from different 
walks of life come together with similar 
desires to be better persons, to be better 

men was encouraging. It is good to know 
we are not alone in this pursuit, and that 
God has blessed us with brothers and 
companions on this journey.

Thank you to Paul Simon and his 

team for organising the event and for 
encouraging us to rise up to answer this 
call, to be Men of God, to be Men after 
God’s own Heart. — By Tishant Xavier                
Jeyamohan

It’s time to rise up like St Joseph

Speakers and delegates sharing a light moment during the conference. 
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ROME: On the feast of Blessed Carlo Acutis, 
the bishop of Assisi invited pilgrims gathered 
at the Italian teen’s tomb to seek his interces-
sion for a greater love for Christ’s Real Pres-
ence in the Eucharist.

“Making Jesus our all. This is the ideal of 
the Christian life. The Eucharist, well cele-
brated and adored, allows us to live in Jesus,” 
Archbishop Domenico Sorrentino said on Oct 
12.

“It is to the Eucharist, not to himself, that 
Carlo calls us … Let us ask Carlo, on this li-
turgical memorial, to share with us his love 
for the Eucharist, as we prepare to receive it 
under his smiling and joyful gaze,” the bishop 
of Assisi-Nocera Umbra-Gualdo Tadino said 
in his homily.

Sorrentino offered Mass in Assisi’s Sanctu-
ary of the Spoliation, part of the parish Church 
of Santa Maria Maggiore, where the Blessed 
Acutis’s tomb is located. Concelebrants in-
cluded Bishop Robert Baker of Birmingham, 
Alabama. Carlo Acutis’ mother, Antonia, at-
tended the Mass.

The tomb has drawn more than 117,000 
visitors since Bl Carlo became the first mil-

lennial to be beatified in the Catholic Church 
last year, according to the Diocese of Assisi.

“In the year that has passed since his beatifi-
cation, Carlo’s ‘work’ has certainly increased, 
so to speak, and we can see the fruits,” the 
archbishop said.

“By now there are many, in every part of 
the world, who entrust themselves to him. 
They call on him for help, like a generous 
intercessor. And they experience that it is not 
in vain … which makes one imagine that the 
miracle that will serve for his inclusion in the 
register of the saints is not far away,” he said.

Bl Carlo is known for his passionate de-
votion to the Real Presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist and an aptitude for computer pro-
gramming.

He died on Oct 12, 2006, of leukaemia, at 
the age of 15, after offering his sufferings for 
Pope Benedict XVI and for the Church.

“Carlo speaks to the hearts of many young 
people,” Sorrentino said.

“The reason for this is to be found in the fact 
that, beneath all the banalities of life, there al-
ways remains within us a spark of good that 
God knows how to rekindle with a new flame. 

Carlo is God’s lighter.”
Liturgical celebrations of Bl Carlo Acutis’ 

feast day took place across Italy. In Rome, 
three relics of the blessed were enthroned in 
the parish of Sant’Angela Merici, followed by 
a party for children in the parish garden.

Santa Maria Segreta, the parish in Milan 
where Carlo attended daily Mass, also offered 
a Mass in honour of their former parishioner 
on the evening of Oct 12.

Assisi celebrated the local feast over the 
course of four days, offering additional hours 
of Eucharistic adoration and a prayer vigil for 
young people in the days ahead of the Mass 
offered by Sorrentino.

“The Sacred Host, the bread with which 
Jesus in every Holy Mass presents himself 
with his sacrifice to become the nourishment 
for our life, literally enraptured Carlo’s heart,” 
Sorrentino said.

“His love for the Eucharist had the ardour of 
St Francis. His daily attendance at Mass and 
his apostolate with the exhibition of Eucha-
ristic miracles are the expression of a fervour 
that made his entire existence Eucharistic.” — 
By Courtney Mares, CNA

KUALA LUMPUR: October is 
a month of mission awareness. A 
quote from Pope Francis’ message 
for this year’s World Mission Sun-
day highlights the importance of a 
‘Mission with Compassion’. 

The Church actively carries out 
this mission with compassion with 
the involvement of her members 
from all walks of life, from children 
up to the adults at diocesan, parish, 
BEC, family and personal levels. 

The current pandemic has spurred 
the Church further into the forefront 
of this mission with compassion.  

Speaking of mission with com-
passion, Fr Edwin Peter, KL Arch-
diocesan Pontifical Mission Socie-
ties (PMS) Director, said “We have 
mission projects for children and 
adults but there is a void that needs 
to be filled for the age brackets in 
between. 

“Thus, the PMS project team 
came up with the Magic Box pro-
ject to cater for secondary school 
students, to enable them to also par-

ticipate and engage in the mission 
of the Church. 

“It is hoped that this initiative will 
inculcate the spirit of mission in 
them and support them in their on-
going discovery to see beyond their 
own self by reaching out to their 
peers in need.”

This project invites secondary 
school students to transform a sim-
ple shoebox into a magic box which 
carries some essential items such 
dry food, toiletries, stationery, etc., 
as well as with a personal prayer or 
some greetings and wishes for the 
recipients. 

“This pandemic has created a 
challenge in planting the seeds of 
mission among secondary school 
students, especially in the midst of 
lockdown, besides also impacting 
the lives of children in need. 

“The Magic Box project encour-
ages teenagers to be aware of the 
hardship being faced by their peers 
and to support them through their 
contributions,” shared the Team 

Coordinator of this project, Cynthia 
Laetitia from St Ignatius Church, 
Petaling Jaya. 

Through this project, teenagers 
are blessed with the opportunity to 
partake of not only material support 
but of spiritual and moral support as 
well. 

The outreach of the PMS Mag-
ic Box project is made possible 
through collaboration with PIHD 
and the secondary school catechism 
students. This project is reaching its 
climax with this mission month of 
October.

The Magic Box project team 
thanks all the participating parishes, 
the PIHDM teams, the Catecheti-
cal teams, the teenagers, and their 
parents. 

For more info on this project, 
please contact the project team via 
magicboxpms@archkl.org. You can 
also contact the respective PIHDMs 
and secondary school catechists at 
parish level . — By Seminarian           
Gabriel Puvan

KAJANG: Holy Family Kajang 
ACTS (HFK ACTS) reached its  
one-year milestone by connecting 
more than 55 students weekly to Bi-
ble studies in English, Bahasa and 
Mandarin. 

Since August, the parish has host-
ed Training Tuesdays, a leadership 
formation programme of eight lead-
ers who gather to read and discuss 
lessons from Doug Fields’ ‘Your 
First Two Years in Youth Ministry’ 
and Christopher Wesley’s ‘Rebuild-
ing Youth Ministry’.

Since May, we have run two 
rounds of apologetics Bible study. 
Due to space constraints, we will 
share the experiences from two of 
the young people – Lucas Yong and 
Ambrose Eng.
Becoming an ambassador of 
Christ
Lucas is a young 
man who was bap-
tised in 2016 and 
still had many burn-
ing questions about 
the faith. The HFK 
ACTS session was 
a turning point that 
inspired him to become a campus 
missionary.

“Shalom! My calling is motivated 
by a feeling of compassion and dis-
tress seeing so many brothers and 
sisters in Christ needing spiritual 
support, especially our youth from 
Sabah and Sarawak who came to 
Kuala Lumpur for further studies. 
There are many who still do not 
know Jesus. There are others who 
distance themselves from Him and 

His Church. And there are those who 
lose their sense of direction, even los-
ing Jesus completely,” shared Lucas.
Building divine intimacy
English-speaking campus students 
are a minority 
among the 20 in-
stitutes under 
HFK ACTS. Am-
brose Eng joined 
two Bible studies 
before he started 
leading. He is cur-
rently shepherd-
ing the Kerygma Bible study and is 
in the discipleship process. One of 
the things we do is to reflect on the 
Sunday reading together. 

“I have learnt from the perspec-
tives and practical experiences of 
others. It has also given me a sense 
of connection; we need one another. 
I have also become more patient, 
loving and understanding as every-
one has a story, and everyone has a 
journey.

“I have learnt that without a per-
sonal faith relationship with Jesus is 
a cause for spiritual self-execution. 

I’ve learnt that being active in a 
ministry and having tons of mem-
bers is good, but when one does not 
have a personal relationship with Je-
sus and the ministry fails, then eve-
ryone disappears. 

I am constantly reminded to build 
a personal prayerful, Scripture-satu-
rated and Spirit-filled life. 

I also update a prayer log, where 
I write the intentions of my Bible 
study members and pray for them 
every night before I go to bed.”

Three relics of Blessed Carlo Acutis are 
enthroned in the parish of Sant’Angela Merici in 
Rome, Oct 11, 2021. (CNA photo/Daniel Ibáñez)

Ask Blessed Carlo Acutis for a greater 
love for the Eucharist

One year anniversary of 
Holy Family Kajang ActsTeens on a mission 

with the Magic Box



The righteous man perishes,
    and no one lays it to heart;
devout men are taken away,
    while no one understands.

For the righteous man                     
is taken away from calamity;

he enters into peace;
they rest in their beds

    who walk in                                 
their uprightness.

Isaiah 57:1-2
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11th Anniversary                  
In Loving Memory of 

our beloved Mum  

Forever cherished and loved 
by Children,                         

daughter-in-law,                       
grand-daughter and              

loved ones.

October 15, 2021 would have been a 
happy occasion to celebrate your 64th 
birthday! You were always very proud 
to be a MERDEKA baby. But God had 
other plans for you. Instead, we had to 
mourn your very untimely return to the 
good Lord on Sept 27, 2021. We 
recalled that your beloved brother-in-
law, Eric Koh (husband of Patricia 
Boey) returned to the Lord on the same 
day (Sept 27, 2018) three years ago. Who in our 
human inadequacies can comprehend God’s Holy 
Will? You were admitted to Serdang Hospital for the 
treatment of symptoms of the COVID-19 virus. 
When you went home to the Lord, you were deemed 
COVID-19 free! How mysterious is God’s Way!

We have lost a very dear friend and sister in 
Christ, so vibrant, so full of life, with bubbly 
enthusiasm, love and so much to give to others. We 
will miss you very dearly in our monthly Zoom 
Divine Mercy (DM) Prayer sessions.

We will especially miss your recitation of the 
Prayer of the ‘Consecration of the family to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus’ which was last prayed by you 
(Aug 4, 2021 DM prayer session) in such a steady 
voice in a very spiritual manner.

My wife Margaret and I always knew you as 
Patricia’s younger sister. But we became more aware 
of your personality when you joined Patricia at BEC 
sessions held at her place. We got to know you better 
when we facilitated the Bible Study on the Book of 
Ephesians. You gladly responded to Janet Ang’s call 
for volunteers to join the G10 to see to the needs of  
participants attending the Bible Study sessions. We 
noticed you always served with an enthusiastic 
smile, radiating your love of God to serve others 
selflessly.

You were always ready and willing to do God’s 
work happily. You were indeed a great asset to the 
G10 Group.

We also knew through Fr John Gnanapiragasam 
who, incidentally, served Church of the Holy Rosary 
(HRC) as a Parish Administrator for over three years 
from 1980 and went a long way in the Catholic 

CHOICE Programme that Esther had 
been active in the CHOICE programme 
and had served the causes of God in so 
many very responsible ways. Praise God! 
Alleluia!

As my wife and I came to know you 
more and more at HRC, we knew you 
willingly allowed yourself to be recruited 
into the hospitality Ministry by Anne Lai. 
You also proclaimed the Word of God very 
well. We have lost a good follower of 
Christ who served God’s causes with 

passion in a very selfless manner. In fact, my wife 
often remarked that you were a perfect candidate to 
take over from Anne should she choose to relinquish 
the post of Liturgy Coordinator of HRC. But God had 
other plans for Esther. May you, Esther Boey, be 
placed among the angels and saints in Heaven and be 
granted eternal rest.

During the seven-day memorial prayers, Angeline of 
Taman Desa, who testified on day four and Caroline 
Chiam (Cheras KL) and Christy Loh (HRC BEC 
Coordinator) who testified on days five and day six 
respectively, attested that Esther Boey Yoke Moy 
touched the hearts of many souls with her genuine love 
and faith, doing responsible works of goodness with 
humility and simplicity, trusting in humanity’s good 
faith. Esther was baptised in the name of the blessed 
Trinity to become a daughter of God and was entrusted 
with the mission of sharing the Good News of Christ 
with others, which she did throughout her life.

She had prepared herself well to enter into the 
eternal home God had prepared for her. May God 
reward Esther’s faith and good deeds with eternal rest 
and repose of her soul.

We offer up the sorrow and pain of Esther’s family 
and friends and ask Jesus to transform them into joy, 
peace and tranquility.

I would like to quote the last two lines of William 
Wordsworth’s Splendour in the Grass to end this Ode 
to Esther Boey: “We will grieve not, rather find 
strength from what remains behind.”

Edmund Tham
Holy Rosary Church, KL

MARY NEVIS RAJ
Gift from God:             

07-07-1932
Returned to the Lord: 

18-10-2010

          

We thank God                                    
for placing you in our lives.       

You have shaped us by                 
your compassion, kindness, 

and selfless love.                                 
We are grateful and you are 
valued, cherished and loved.

Preciously Remembered by                     
Wife and Daughters.

23rd AnniversaryAn Ode to Esther
Joseph Francis

19th October 1998
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St Luke
On October 18, Catholics and other Chris-

tians around the world celebrate the feast 
of St Luke, the physician and companion 

of St Paul, whose gospel preserved the most ex-
tensive biography of Jesus Christ.

St Luke authored more of the contents of the 
New Testament than any other single author, in-
cluding the earliest history of the Church. Ancient 
traditions also acknowledge Luke as the founder 
of Christian iconography, making him a patron of 
artists as well as doctors and other medical car-
egivers.

Luke came from the large metropolitan city of 
Antioch, a part of modern-day Turkey. In Luke's 
lifetime, his native city emerged as an important 
center of early Christianity. During the future 
saint's early years, the city’s port had already 
become a cultural centre, renowned for arts and 
sciences. Historians do not know whether Luke 
came to Christianity from Judaism or paganism, 
although there are strong suggestions that Luke 
was a gentile convert.

Educated as a physician in the Greek-speaking 
city, Luke was among the most cultured and cos-
mopolitan members of the early Church. Schol-
ars of archeology and ancient literature have 
ranked him among the top historians of his time, 

besides noting the outstanding Greek prose style 
and technical accuracy of his accounts of Christ’s 
life and the apostles’ missionary journeys.

Other students of biblical history adduce from 
Luke’s writings that he was the only evangelist to 
incorporate the personal testimony of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, whose role in Christ’s life emerges 
most clearly in his gospel. Tradition credits him 
with painting several icons of Christ’s mother, 
and one of the sacred portraits ascribed to him – 
known by the title “Salvation of the Roman Peo-
ple” — survives to this day in the Basilica of St 
Mary Major.

Some traditions hold that Luke became a direct 
disciple of Jesus before his ascension, while oth-
ers hold that he became a believer only afterward. 
After St Paul’s conversion, Luke accompanied 
him as his personal physician — and, in effect, 
as a kind of biographer, since the journeys of Paul 
on which Luke accompanied him occupy a large 
portion of the Acts of the Apostles. Luke prob-
ably wrote this text, the final narrative portion of 
the New Testament, in the city of Rome where 
the account ends.

Luke was also among the only companions 
of Paul who did not abandon him during his fi-
nal imprisonment and death in Rome. After the 
martyrdom of St Paul in the year 67, St Luke is 
said to have preached elsewhere throughout the 
Mediterranean, and possibly died as a martyr. 
However, even tradition is unclear on this point. 
Fittingly, the evangelist whose travels and erudi-
tion could have filled volumes, wrote just enough 
to proclaim the gospel and apostolic preaching to 
the world. — CNA

The eight North American martyrs, also 
known as the Canadian Martyrs, the Jesuit 

Martyrs of North America or the Martyrs of 
France, included six priests and two lay broth-
ers. They were heroic members of the Society 
of Jesus who were martyred in North America 
in order to bring the Faith that is necessary for 
salvation to the Huron, the Iroquois and the Mo-
hawk Indians. Five of the eight North Ameri-
can martyrs were put to death in what is now 
Canada, and three of them in New York State. 
There is a shrine to the United States' martyrs 
at Auriesville in New York, and there is a shrine 
to the Canadian martyrs at Fort Saint Mary near 
Midland, Ontario. The names of the eight North 
American martyrs are:

St Rene Goupil, a lay brother martyred in 1642 
in New York State, St Isaac Jogues, a priest, St 
John de Lalande, a lay brother, martyred in 1646 
in New York State, St Anthony Daniel, a priest, 
martyred in Canada in 1648, St John de Brebeuf, 

St Charles Garnier, St Noel Chabanel and St Ga-
briel Lalemant, all priests, and all martyred in 
Canada in 1649.

St Isaac Jogues, after thirteen months’ impris-
onment by the Mohawks, had several fingers cut 
off of his hand. He went back to Europe, but re-
turned again to North America and was killed by 
tomahawk blows at Ossernenon, now called Au-
riesville, in New York State. St John de Brebeuf 
declared before he died, “I have a strong desire 
to suffer for Jesus Christ.” He was tortured terri-
bly, and a burning torch was put into his mouth, 
which strangled him.

St Rene Goupil, thirty-five, was the youngest 
of the martyrs, and cried “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!” 
as he died. St Noel Chabanel was thirty-six, and 

St Isaac Jogues and St Gabriel Lalemant were 
thirty-nine. The oldest of the eight North Ameri-
can martyrs, St John de Brebeuf, was fifty-six 
when the Indians killed him. 

They were canonised June 29 of 1930 by 
Pope Pius XI. Their memorial is October 19, 
and September 26 in Canada. — CNA

Patron Saint of:
 North America  Norway

Feastday: October 19

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, October 17
(Apocalypse 7:10,12)
Victory to our God, who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb! Praise and 
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honour and power and strength 
to our God for ever and ever. Amen.

Monday, October 18
(1 Corinthians 15:1-2,3-4)
Brothers, I want to remind you of the 
gospel I preached to you, the gospel 
you received and in which you are 
firmly established, the gospel that 
brings you salvation. In the first place, 
I taught you what I had been taught 
myself, namely that Christ died for 
our sins, in accordance with the scrip-
tures; that he was buried; and he was 
raised to life on the third day, in ac-
cordance with the scriptures.

Tuesday, October 19
(Romans 13:11,12-13)
You must wake up now: the night is 
almost over, it will be daylight soon. 
Let us give up all the things we prefer 
to do under cover of the dark; let us 
arm ourselves and appear in the light. 
Let us live decently as people do in 
the daytime.

Wednesday, October 20
(Tobit 4:14-15,16,19)
Be careful, my child, in all you do, well-
disciplined in all your behaviour. Do to 
no one what you would not want done 
to you. Give your bread to those who 
are hungry, and your clothes to those 
who are naked. Whatever you own in 
plenty, devote a proportion to almsgiv-
ing. Bless the Lord God in everything; 
beg him to guide your ways and bring 
your paths and purposes to their end.                                                                 

Thursday, October 21
(1 Peter 1: 6-9)
This is a cause of great joy for you, 
even though you may for a short time 
have to bear being plagued by all sorts 
of trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is 
revealed, your faith will have been 
tested and proved like gold —only it 
is more precious than gold, which is 
corruptible even though it bears test-
ing by fire — and then you will have 
praise and glory and honour. You did 
not see him, yet you love him; and still 
without seeing him, you are already 
filled with a joy so glorious, it cannot 
be described, because you believe; 
and you are sure of the end to which 
your faith looks forward, that is the sal-
vation of your souls.

Friday, October 22
(Ephesians 4: 29-32)
Do not use harmful words in talking. 
Use only helpful words, the kind that 
build up and provide what is needed, 
so that what you say will do good to 
those who hear you. And do not make 
God’s Holy Spirit sad; for the Spirit 
is God’s mark of ownership on you, 
a guarantee that the Day will come 
when God will set you free. Get rid 
of all bitterness, passion and anger. 
No more shouting or insults. No more 
hateful feelings of any sort. Instead, 
be kind and tenderhearted to one 
another, and forgive one another, as 
God has forgiven you in Christ. 

Saturday, October 23
(Hebrews 13: 7-9a)
Remember your leaders, who 
preached the Word of God to you, and 
as you reflect on the outcome of their 
lives, imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is 
the same today as he was yesterday 
and as he will be for ever. Do not let 
yourselves be led astray by all sorts of 
strange doctrines.

Patron Saint of:
artists, bachelors, bookbinders, brewers, 
butchers, doctors, glass makers, glass-
workers, gold workers, goldsmiths, 
lacemakers, lace workers, notaries, 
painters, physicians, sculptors, stained 
glass workers, surgeons

Feastday: October 18

The North American Martyrs

“Open wide the doors to Christ,” urged 
John Paul II during the homily at the 

Mass where he was installed as pope in 1978.
Born in Wadowice, Poland, Karol Jozef Woj-

tyla had lost his mother, father, and older broth-
er before his 21st birthday. Karol’s promising 
academic career at Krakow’s Jagiellonian Uni-
versity was cut short by the outbreak of World 
War II. While working in a quarry and a chemi-
cal factory, he enrolled in an “underground” 
seminary in Kraków. Ordained in 1946, he was 
immediately sent to Rome where he earned a 
doctorate in theology.

Back in Poland, a short assignment as assis-
tant pastor in a rural parish preceded his very 
fruitful chaplaincy for university students. Soon 
Fr Wojtyla earned a doctorate in philosophy and 
began teaching that subject at Poland’s Univer-
sity of Lublin.

Communist officials allowed Wojtyla to be 
appointed auxiliary bishop of Kraków in 1958, 
considering him a relatively harmless intellec-
tual. They could not have been more wrong!

Bishop Wojtyla attended all four sessions of 
Vatican II and contributed especially to its Pas-
toral Constitution on the Church in the Modern 
World. Appointed as archbishop of Kraków in 
1964, he was named a cardinal three years later.

Elected pope in October 1978, he took the 
name of his short-lived, immediate predecessor. 
Pope John Paul II was the first non-Italian pope 

in 455 years. In time, he made pastoral visits 
to 124 countries, including several with small 
Christian populations.

John Paul II promoted ecumenical and in-
terfaith initiatives, especially the 1986 Day of 
Prayer for World Peace in Assisi. He visited 
Rome’s main synagogue and the Western Wall 
in Jerusalem; he also established diplomatic re-
lations between the Holy See and Israel. He im-
proved Catholic-Muslim relations, and in 2001 
visited a mosque in Damascus, Syria.

The Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, a key 
event in John Paul’s ministry, was marked by 
special celebrations in Rome and elsewhere for 
Catholics and other Christians. Relations with 
the Orthodox Churches improved considerably 
during his papacy.

“Christ is the centre of the universe and of 
human history” was the opening line of John 
Paul II’s 1979 encyclical, Redeemer of the Hu-
man Race. In 1995, he described himself to the 
United Nations General Assembly as “a witness 
to hope.”

His 1979 visit to Poland encouraged the 
growth of the Solidarity movement there and 
the collapse of communism in central and east-
ern Europe 10 years later. John Paul II began 
World Youth Day and travelled to several coun-
tries for those celebrations. He very much want-
ed to visit China and the Soviet Union, but the 
governments in those countries prevented that.

One of the most well-remembered photos of 
John Paul II’s pontificate was his one-on-one 
conversation in 1983, with Mehmet Ali Agca, 
who had attempted to assassinate him two years 
earlier.

In his 27 years of papal ministry, John Paul II 
wrote 14 encyclicals and five books, canonised 
482 saints and beatified 1,338 people. In the last 
years of his life, he suffered from Parkinson’s 
disease and was forced to cut back on some of 
his activities.

Pope Benedict XVI beatified John Paul II in 
2011, and Pope Francis canonised him in 2014. 
— Franciscan Media

St John Paul II

Feast day: October 22
October 22 was chosen as his feast to 
remember the anniversary of the liturgical 
inauguration of his Papacy in 1978.
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Bishops call for a 
novena against UK 
Assisted Suicide Bill
LONDON: On Oct 22, the House 
of Lords is expected to debate in 
Second Reading a new assisted 
suicide bill aimed at alleviating 
the “intolerable suffering” of ter-
minally ill patients in the United 
Kingdom. The Bishops’ Confer-
ence of England and Wales (CB-
CEW) invites the faithful to pray 
for nine days for the rejection of 
the legislation.

Ahead of the Second Reading 
debate in the House of Lords on 
the Assisted Suicide Bill 2021, the 
Bishops of England and Wales are 
inviting Catholics to pray a no-
vena seeking the intercession of 
St John Paul II to help defeat the 
proposed law.

If approved, it would legalise 
assisted dying as a choice for ter-
minally ill, mentally competent 

adults in their final six months of 
life. Two independent doctors and 
a High Court judge would have 
to assess each request which, if 
granted, would enable a patient to 
die in a manner and at a time and 
place of his/her choosing. 

The bill, modelled on similar 
legislation in Oregon and in other 
US States, was introduced into 
the House of Lords in May this 
year by Baroness Molly Christine 
Meacher. It follows a previous bill 
presented in 2014 which was not 
able to progress further due to the 
2015 UK General Election.

Bishops have repeatedly ex-
pressed their strong opposition to 
the proposed legislation, remark-
ing that it expresses a “false com-
passion” and that “true compas-
sion finds expression in treating 

the dying person with love, with 
dignity and by making use of ap-
propriate palliative care”. They 
have also noted that the bill would 
fundamentally modify the rela-
tionship between the doctor and 
the patient, “as it would change 
it from treatment and care to as-
sisting another’s death”. Over the 
past months, bishops have there-
fore invited Catholics to petition 
against the Assisted Suicide Bill 
2021.

In the lead-up to the Second 
Reading, they are now encourag-
ing the faithful to pray for nine 
days, starting from Oct 14, with 
daily intentions “to uphold the in-
finite worth of each human person 
through proper investment in pal-
liative care”.

“Jesus told his disciples to pray 
at all times and not lose heart”, 
said Bishop John Sherrington, 
head of the CBCEW Department 
for Life Issues. Noting that “prov-
identially” the discussion in the 
House of Lords falls on the feast 
of Saint John Paul II, the prelate 
asked Catholics to seek his inter-
cession: “The novena, asking for 
the intercession of Pope St John 
Paul II, who spoke courageously 
about the infinite worth of each 
human person and witnessed to 
the cross in his final illness, calls 
upon Catholics and all who share 
our view that assisted suicide is 
wrong to pray with perseverance 
that this Bill will be defeated”, he 
said. — Vatican News

WASHINGTON: President Joe 
Biden and first lady Jill Biden will 
have an audience with Pope Francis 
on Oct 29, the day before the G20 
Leaders’ Summit starts in Rome, 
White House press secretary Jen Psa-
ki announced on Oct 14.

“They will discuss working togeth-
er on efforts grounded in respect for 
fundamental human dignity, includ-
ing ending the COVID-19 pandemic, 
tackling the climate crisis and caring 
for the poor,” she said in a statement.

Biden and Pope Francis previ-
ously met in 2016, when Biden was 
vice president, after they both spoke 
at a conference on adult stem-cell re-
search at the Vatican.

In recent weeks, there has been 
speculation that the two leaders 
would likely meet since Biden would 
be in Rome.

In a recent interview, Archbishop 
Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to 
the United States, said he was help-
ing the Holy See prepare for Biden’s 
first presidential visit to the Vatican, 
which is scheduled to occur some-
time during an Oct 30-31 Rome sum-
mit of rich and developed nations.

“It would be an anomaly if he did 
not meet the Pope while in Rome,” 
especially since Biden is the first 
Catholic to be US president in 58 

years, the nuncio said.
On Oct 9, the Pope met privately at 

the Vatican with US House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, who was in Rome to 
speak at a meeting of legislators from 
around the world in preparation for 
the UN climate summit.

Pelosi, who is Catholic, said in a 
statement that it was “a spiritual, per-
sonal and official honour” to have an 
audience with the Pope.

Because Pelosi supports legalised 
abortion, her archbishop, Archbishop 
Salvatore J. Cordileone of San Fran-
cisco, has asked “all Catholics and 
others of goodwill” to join a prayer 
and fasting campaign for Pelosi’s 
“conversion.”

In her keynote address to fellow 
legislators from around the world 
meeting in Rome Oct 8, Pelosi said 
world governments must take bold 
action both in their own countries 
and as a group when they meet for 
COP26 in Glasgow, Scotland, in No-
vember.

The Pope, who addressed the Pre-
COP26 Parliamentary Meeting the 
next day, spoke of the “important, 
and indeed, crucial” role of govern-
ments in slowing climate change 
and restoring a healthy environment. 
— By Carol Zimmermann and                
Cindy Wooden, CNS

President Biden and Pope Francis 
scheduled to meet October 29

The Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales (CBCEW), invites the faithful 
to pray for nine days for the rejection of the legislation.

Pope Francis meets then Vice President Joe Biden at the Vatican in 2016. 
(Vatican Media)

Evangelisation: Missionary Disciples
We pray that every baptised person may be engaged in 

evangelisation, available to the mission, by being witnesses 
of a life that has the flavour of the Gospel.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

MANILA: The Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) has congratulated veteran 
journalist Maria Ressa on being the 
first Filipino to be awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

The Nobel Prize Committee an-
nounced on October 8 that Ressa and 
Russian journalist Dmitry Muratov 
would share this year’s prize for their 
“efforts to safeguard freedom of ex-
pression, which is a precondition for 
democracy and lasting peace.”

Congratulating 58-year-old Ressa 
on Oct 10, the Philippine bishops 
highlighted the importance of press 
freedom in the Catholic faith.

“Recent popes have, on occasion, 
highlighted the important role that the 
press plays in gauging the health of a 

democratic society,” CBCP president 
Archbishop Romullo Valles said in 
the message.

“For journalists, their work has be-
come more difficult because of the 
level of disinformation and fake news 
that continues to spread through so-
cial communications.

“The vocation and mission, there-
fore, of members of the press (as en-
visioned by our popes) is to contrib-
ute not only for the search for truth 
but, more importantly, to help build a 
culture of dialogue.”

The prelates praised Ressa for her 
bravery in responding to modern 
challenges in journalism, particularly 
in social media.

“We are grateful that Ms Ressa, to-
gether with many of the distinguished 

and dedicated members of the fourth 
estate, discerned the signs of the times 
and valiantly responded, and continue 
to respond, to this particular invita-

tion,” said the prelates.
“This important recognition — the 

first for a Filipino — will hopefully 
strengthen our people’s conviction 
to build a nation where journalism is 
free, at the service of truth, goodness 
and justice.”

Ressa, a staunch critic of President 
Rodrigo Duterte’s war on drugs, is 
facing several criminal charges for 
investigating the controversial policy 
and his alleged use of “paid trolls” to 
smear his critics on social media.

The CEO of the Rappler news 
website has referred to organised 
trolling of this sort as “weaponisa-
tion” of the internet.

There are at least seven cases 
pending against Ressa, Rappler 
and its management, according to 

her lawyers.
Meanwhile, the government is fac-

ing criticism from the public over 
its perceived reluctance to congratu-
late Ressa on her prestigious award. 
Ressa received only lukewarm praise 
from government officials on Oct 11, 
three days after the award was an-
nounced.

“It is a victory for a Filipina and 
we are very happy for that,” Duterte’s 
spokesman Harry Roque said.

Roque said that winning the pres-
tigious award is one thing but proving 
her innocence in court is another.

“Of course, it is true there are in-
dividuals who feel Maria Ressa still 
has to clear her name before the 
courts,” he added. — By Joseph                          
Peter Cajella, ucanews.com

Philippine bishops congratulate first Filipino Nobel peace laureate

Filipino journalist Maria Ressa


