
For all who are led by the Spirit 
of God are sons of God. For you did 
not receive the spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption 
as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God.

Rom. 8:14-16
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The HERALD is a Catholic 
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communicate up-to-date news 
and Christian values and strives 
to dialogue with all sectors 
of society in order to build a 
harmonious community of 
believers in God. We support 
the formation of a participatory 
Church and encourage the laity 
and religious to make moral 
decisions in the marketplace.
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VATICAN: Pope Francis will 
conclude the Catholic Church’s 
monthlong Rosary marathon 
with special prayers to Mary, 
Undoer of Knots, one of his fa-
vourite titles for the Mother of 
Jesus.

Bishop Bertram Johannes Meier of 
Augsburg, Germany, will bring an icon 
of Mary Undoer of Knots to the prayer 
service May 31 in the Vatican Gardens, 
and Pope Francis and his guests will pray 
that Mary will “untie the knots that op-
press us materially and spiritually so that 
we can witness with joy to her Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” said a Vatican news 
release.

The Pontifical Council for Promoting 
New Evangelisation, which organised the 
Rosary marathon, said Pope Francis, who 
as a student saw the oil painting of Mary 
untying knots from a ribbon in an Augs-

burg church, has “a strong devotion to 
this image” and is largely responsible for 
spreading the devotion in Argentina. The 
image was painted by Johann Georg Mel-
chior Schmidtner around the year 1700.

“The choice of this image represents a 
special prayer that Our Lady would in-
tercede to untie the sufferings that have 
bound the world in this time of crisis” 
for people’s health, economic survival, 
psychological state and personal relation-
ships, the Pontifical Council said.

“Pope Francis will entrust to the 
Blessed Virgin five prayer intentions, 
five ‘knots’ to undo,” the statement said. 
The five are: injured relationships; unem-
ployment; violence, especially domestic 
violence; universal access to health care 
and vaccines; and the need for renewed 
pastoral enthusiasm and outreach.

The Rosary in the Vatican Gardens will 
conclude a month of special recitations of 
the rosary from Marian shrines and par-
ishes around the world, all with the in-

tention of asking Mary’s intercession to 
help end the coronavirus pandemic and to 
give strength to people working to end it 
or suffering its effects.

The Pope will be joined in the gardens 
by a group of children who recently re-
ceived their first Communion at a parish 
in Viterbo that was the first in Italy to be-
come a vaccination centre and by groups 
of recently confirmed young people, a 
Scout troop and several families, includ-
ing newlyweds and expectant parents.

Like the opening Rosary, which Pope 
Francis led from St Peter’s Basilica May 
1, the closing prayer will include live 
video links with several Marian shrines 
around the world, including Our Lady 
of Sorrows in Kibeho, Rwanda, and Our 
Lady of Lourdes in Carfin, Scotland. — 
By Cindy Wooden, CNS

 Recitation of the Holy Rosary, click 
this link: https://www.youtube.com/c/
VaticanNewsEN/featured

Mary undo the knots 
tied by COVID-19

Prayer to conclude the Rosary marathon

Pope Francis’ Prayer to
Our Lady Undoer of Knots

Mary, Undoer of Knots, pray for me.
Virgin Mary, Mother of fair love, Mother who 
never refuses to come to the aid of a child in need, 
Mother whose hands never cease to serve your 
beloved children because they are moved by the 
divine love and immense mercy that exist in your 
heart, cast your compassionate eyes upon me and 
see the snarl of knots that exists in my life.  You 
know very well how desperate I am, my pain, and 
how I am bound by these knots. Mary, Mother to 
whom God entrusted the undoing of the knots in 
the lives of his children, I entrust into your hands 
the ribbon of my life. No one, not even the evil 
one himself, can take it away from your precious 
care. In your hands there is no knot that cannot 
be undone. Powerful Mother, by your grace 
and intercessory power with Your Son and My 
Liberator, Jesus, take into your hands today this 
knot.
I beg you to undo it for the glory of God, once for 
all. You are my hope.
O my Lady, you are the only consolation God 
gives me, the fortification of my feeble strength, 
the enrichment of my destitution and, with Christ, 
the freedom from my chains.
Hear my plea.
Keep me, guide me, protect me, O Safe Refuge!

World leaders welcome Israel-Hamas ceasefire
ISRAEL: Leaders from around the world 
have applauded the ceasefire between Is-
rael and Hamas in the Gaza strip, with the 
United Nations calling for concrete action 
to address the root causes of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict in order to achieve true 
peace and reconciliation in the region.

As the ceasefire came into effect early on 
Friday, people in Gaza took to the streets in 
cars and on foot to celebrate. While some 
shouted or whistled from balconies, others 
fired into the air, and some drivers honked 
their horns. Israel's military said it was re-
moving nearly all emergency restrictions 
on movement throughout the country.

The heavy bombing by Israel during the 
11-day war cost the lives of at least 232 Pal-
estinians, including 65 children. Israel lost 
12 people, including two children.

Gaza’s infrastructure, already weakened 
by a 14-year blockade, has rapidly dete-
riorated with the latest fighting. Medical 
supplies, water and fuel for electricity are 
running low in the territory, which has been 
blockaded by Israel and Egypt since Ha-
mas seized power in 2007.

UN secretary-general Antonio Guterres 
stressed that “Israeli and Palestinian lead-
ers have a responsibility, beyond the resto-
ration of calm, to start a serious dialogue 
to address the root causes of the conflict”. 
He added, “Gaza is an integral part of the 
future Palestinian state and no effort should 
be spared to bring about real national rec-
onciliation that ends the division.”

United States president Joe Biden hailed 
the cease-fire as a “genuine opportunity” 
toward the larger goal of building a lasting 
peace in the Middle East. While stressing 
that Palestinians and Israelis deserve to 
“live safely and securely  and enjoy equal 
measures of freedom, prosperity and de-
mocracy”, he pledged his commitment to 
working with the UN and other interna-
tional stakeholders for rapid humanitarian 
assistance and reconstruction in Gaza. 

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, 
who brokered the truce, said Biden and he 
“exchanged visions around reaching a for-
mula that would calm the current conflict 
between Israel and Gaza” through diplo-
macy. — By Robin Gomes, Vatican News

Palestinians celebrate in Ramallah city 
centre in support of the resistance in Gaza. 
(TheStar photo)

https://www.youtube.com/c/VaticanNewsEN/featured
https://www.youtube.com/c/VaticanNewsEN/featured


In the beginning was a Garden, a world 
where the bounty of the Earth was enough 
for everyone to live comfortably.

But once the first humans succumbed to 
baser instincts, the sin of greed and envy took 
over.

Cain farmed and tilled the land and probably 
lived near his fields. His brother Abel worked 
as a nomadic shepherd, an animal herder.

Envy and conflict set in. Cain murdered Abel, 
which some see as symbolising a pre-historic 
conflict over land and resources between farm-
ing communities and animal herders. 

Cain, now burdened with the mark of sin, 
and his descendants go on to build a city or 
a city-state. From this city, a certain dynamic 
tension emerges. 

The city is the place where creative talents 
and innovation thrive. Early modernisation 
takes place. Cain’s descendants create musical 
instruments and basic implements.

But the city-state is also the place where sin 
- greed and ruthless ambition - thrive. As time 
passes, the city finds its surrounding natural 
resources insufficient to meet the insatiable de-
sires of its residents. 

Driven by greed and ambition, its leaders 
covet neighbouring territories and resources 
well beyond the city walls. They expand ter-
ritories and grab fertile fields and forests and 
water resources where others live. 

The peasants and farmers and fisherfolk in 
the country fall victim in this almost parasiti-
cal, extractive relationship between city and 
countryside. 

Nations and empires suck land and other 
coveted resources and channel them to the 
centre – the capital and the major towns where 
the elite class live. We see a concentration of 
wealth taking root.

Enter Jesus, at a time when the Roman Em-
pire was extending its tentacles across the con-
tinent, all the way to Palestine. 

As Jesus ministered to fishing and farming 
communities, he must have observed this para-

sitical relationship, this greed for land and re-
sources and the harmful impact it had on com-
munities outside the cities and major towns. 

Jesus must have noticed how the Romans 
and local leaders were even controlling fish-
ing rights in the Sea of Galilee. He saw how 
the political leaders and the temple authorities 
were collaborating and enriching themselves 
while leaving country folk at a subsistence 
level, just a poor harvest away from debt and 
destitution.

Growing up, Jesus would have seen or heard 
about the beauty and wealth of the little city of 
Sepphoris (a few miles from Nazareth), a cen-
tre of trade, which Herod Antipas was beau-
tifying. In this upscale city-in-the-making, the 
moneyed class and wealthy traders lived in 
comfortable villas that had frescoed rooms 
with private ritual baths. 

Jesus was all too familiar with the hard life 
of the farmers and fisherfolk in the country-
side, and no doubt he would have been dis-
turbed by the contrasts between the centre and 
the periphery – the extraction of wealth and 
resources from the countryside. 

As he worked the countryside, Jesus would 
have heard the laments over the heavy taxes the 
farmers and fisherfolk had to pay the Romans 
and the temple authorities. These peasant farm-
ers felt so burdened by these taxes and levies. 
Some 30 - 40 per cent of their harvest would 
go to assorted taxes (compared to around 10 
per cent elsewhere in the Roman Empire). No 
wonder they despised the tax collectors!

These taxes left little income for the peas-
ants’ families and for the storage of seeds for 

the next season. If the harvest was poor, the 
independent farmers could land up in debt, and 
if they could not repay their debt in time, their 
land would be confiscated. 

The aristocratic and landed gentry, many of 
them Herod’s cronies and family members, 
lived in cities like Jerusalem. They owned 
wheat fields and vineyards in the countryside 
and engaged stewards to manage them. Casual 
workers toiled in these fields.

Consider the baffling parable that Jesus told 
in Matthew 20:1-16. Here he speaks of casual 
workers at the marketplace, looking for work. 
A land owner hires them to work in his vine-
yard. 

But then, why would this land owner pay 
some of these daily paid casual workers who 
had worked for only a few hours the same 
daily wage – one denarius – as others who had 
toiled for a full day?  

Now, there could be religious interpretations 
for this parable. But from a socioeconomic 
perspective, another thought comes to mind. 
In the ancient world, all land was regarded as 
owned by God, and farmers were just temporal 
tillers of the land, earning their livelihoods.

What if the casual workers in the market-
place were once independent farmers who 
owned their own land — but that their land 
had been seized by the rapacious elite class to 
satisfy their greed.

Wouldn’t the God of justice be empathetic 
to these workers who had lost their land – their 
source of security?

Assuming the landowner represents God, 
wouldn’t he give all the casual workers - in-

cluding those still idle and still looking for 
work at the marketplace late into the after-
noon – a full day’s wages, knowing that entire 
families were depending on them. Wouldn’t he 
know that the source of the problem was that 
some people had grabbed land that rightfully 
belonged to these casual workers?

No wonder the people in the countryside 
rallied around Jesus when he spoke of a new 
kingdom where they would be first, where they 
would be comforted from misery and where 
their tears would be wiped dry.

The land grabs continue to this day. 
Even the Israeli-Palestinian problem is 

mainly down to land-grabbing of Palestinian 
territory over the years – especially the occu-
pation of East Jerusalem, the siege of Gaza and 
the establishment of Jewish settlements in Pal-
estinian territory.

Elsewhere, we have seen entire native and 
aboriginal communities displaced and evicted 
from their ancestral lands due to colonialism 
in the past, land-grabbing in the present, the 
building of mega-projects, the search for min-
erals, the expansion of plantations and the log-
ging of ancient rainforests.

Most of these land grabs are due to outright 
greed, with the profits concentrated in the 
hands of the elite in urban centres far away 
from native land. 

Rivers are coveted for the control over wa-
ter. Even the seas are not spared, as fisherfolk 
are now under threat due to plans for massive 
land reclamation.

At the root of these land grabs — this para-
sitic extraction of land and other resources —
lies greed, whether personal greed, political 
greed or corporate greed. Overcoming such 
greed is one of the biggest problems confront-
ing humanity to this day. 

l This piece is dedicated to the memory of 
Paul Sinnappan, an inspiring soul who 
worked tirelessly to empower the poor and 
marginalised.

Greed in the city and land grabs
Sunday Observer

By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

In 1939 the poet T. S. Elliot wrote a book of 
poems called the Old Possum’s Book of Prac-

tical Cats. His poems were taken word for word 
and transformed by Andrew Lloyd Weber into 
a musical play which first appeared in London, 
then became a hit in New York, where it ran for 
nineteen years. You are probably familiar with 
the musical: Cats.

In his poems, T.S. Elliot says that all cats 
have three names. The first name is the name 
that the people the cat lives with give it. You 
will notice I did not say the people who own the 
cat. No one ever owns a cat, they just find a way 
to live with the cat the best they can. Anyway, 
the guests in the cat’s home give the cat a name 
— like Fluffy or Bitsy or Garfield. According 
to T.S. Elliott, the cat has a name that other cats 
know. The cat might be called by the others, 
McCavity the thieving cat, or Mephistopholes, 
the magical cat, or Old Deuteronomy, the wise 
old cat.  But, Elliott says, the cat also has a third 
name. This is a secret name that reflects all that 
the cat really is. In the poetry, the cat spends 
all his life contemplating his real name before 
God.

T. S. Elliott was not writing about cats. He 
was writing about people. In some ways we 
all can be thought of as having three names. 
There is the formal name we receive from our 
parents. There is the name our friends use. 
And then, there is that special name which we 
receive from God that reflects who we really 
are. For example, I have a formal name, Msgr 
Joseph A. Pellegrino. My second name is the 
one my friends call me, Fr Joe, or Msgr, Joe or 
Mojo. I have another name, a third name, that I 
do not thoroughly know. That is the name that 

states who I am in my relationship with God. I 
received this name from God at my baptism. It 
expresses my deepest intimacy with God. This 
name states, in a simple voice, the unique re-
flection of God that I was created to bring to the 
world. I was given this name at my baptism. I 
don’t thoroughly know this name. I will have 
to spend the rest of my life coming to a deeper 
and deeper knowledge of who I am before God.  
I will have to spend the rest of my life learning 
what my name is. You also have three names. 
The first is your formal name.  The second is 
the one that those who know you use. The third 
is the name that proclaims to the world your 
unique relationship with God.

On Trinity Sunday we consider the name of 
God, Father, Son and Spirit. This is more than a 
theological dogma about God. It is also a doc-
trine about us. It is an expression of who we 
are. We are baptised in the name of God. The 
goal of our lives is to find the particular, unique 
expression of God’s love that we have been 
empowered to make present in the world. The 
goal of our lives is to reveal our most profound 
name.

 All who are baptised in the name of the Trin-
ity are called to the Father, in Christ, through 
the Holy Spirit. We are called to the Father. The 
journey of our lives is a journey to God. It may 
follow the paths of marriage and parenthood, as 
many of you have taken. This journey may fol-
low the path of the committed single Christian. 
The path might be that of religious life or holy 
orders.  All journeys derive their meaning from 
their final destination. The journey of our lives 
is full of minor chores and major events. Even 
our routine chores derive their meaning from 

their final destination. Changing your baby’s 
diaper, telling your child for the hundredth time 
to clean up his or her room, putting up with 
your spouse's moods, giving up going out with 
your friends so you can spend some extra time 
as a big brother or big sister, going to work and 
all that entails, going to school and completing 
all its tasks, all take their meaning as part of our 
journey to the Father.

We are called to the Father in Christ. Jesus 
Christ is the Word of God Become Flesh. Our 
Christmas celebration is a celebration of His 
Presence, not just among us but as one of us. He 
teaches us who the Father is and how we can 
best serve Him. Jesus teaches us with His life 
what love really is. Love, true love, is sacrifi-
cial, even to death on a cross. When we journey 
to the Father through Jesus, we are united to 
the Tremendous Lover in His eternal sacrifice 
of himself to the Father. The greatest steps we 
take in our journey to God are the steps we take 
away from our own selfishness. Christian is our 
name and our claim. We seek God not through 
the loss of personality like so many cults, or 
through attaining a clear state of consciousness 
like Scientology, or even through a loss of all 
thoughts. We don’t look for God in some sort of 
inner energy.  We seek God through sacrificial 
love. We are called to the Father through Jesus 
Christ, the Tremendous Lover.

We are called to the Father through the Son 
in the Holy Spirit. We are given the power and 
the grace to love as God loves so others might 
experience the presence of God working in 

us. We are the vehicles of the Holy Spirit. Our 
journey to God is not merely a matter of our in-
dividual relationship with God. We journey to 
God so that others might join us in the journey 
that gives meaning to life. We journey to God 
so others can see Him in us and also be led to 
His presence.

The intimate name we have received is the 
name that best reflects our unique sharing in 
the Blessed Trinity. Baptised in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we are called to 
allow our lives to have meaning by being faith-
ful to our name. A hundred years from now, a 
thousand years from now, ten thousand years 
from now, our participation in all the petty 
wants and desires and ambitions the world 
has decreed are the marks of a successful per-
son will be forgotten. No one will recall if we 
owned a Rolls and a yacht, or a Hyundai and a 
canoe. But a hundred years from now, a thou-
sand years from now, ten thousand years from 
now, the world will still enjoy the impact of our 
lives if we have illuminated the world with our 
own unique reflection of God. The world will 
be a better place if we make the journey ap-
proaching the Father through the Son with the 
power of the Holy Spirit.— By Msgr Joseph A 
Pellegrino

Trinity Sunday
Readings: Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 19-40;

Romans 8:14-17;
Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

 Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity: Being true to our real name
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In view of updated SOPs on ‘Opening 
of Non-Muslim Places of Worship’ and 
‘Handling of non- Muslim funerals’ dur-
ing the MCO, both dated May 25, 2021 
and issued by the National Security 
Council and the Ministry of National 
Unity (hereinafter collectively called 
the MKN SOPs), His Grace, Archbishop 
Julian Leow D.D. has decreed that the 
following protocols be updated with im-
mediate effect for all churches, chapels 
and Mass centres in the Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur:

1.0 Weddings — Due to the new 
limits placed by the MKN SOPs 
on the number of persons allowed 
at any religious service, scheduled 
weddings during the period of the 
MCO are only permitted in churches 
with a total seating capacity of over 
1,000 persons with a limit not ex-
ceeding 12 persons (including the 
priest, couple, witnesses and other 
assisting ministers, if any). For 
churches and chapels with a capac-

ity of less than 1,000, all weddings 
are to be postponed.
2.0 Funerals — Parlours in churches 
may be opened. There should be no 
inperson communal prayers (which 
could be done via ZOOM) and pri-
vate prayers within the parlour are 
limited to not more than five persons 
at any one time. Funeral Masses may 
be celebrated with a maximum num-
ber of 12 persons based on the SOP 
on ‘Handling of non-Muslim Funer-
als’. All guests and family members 
should be preregistered and should 
be allocated seat/ row numbers to fa-
cilitate contact tracing. Priests may 
perform a short prayer at the funeral 
parlour but are discouraged from 
performing prayers in the home of 
the deceased, especially when there 
are issues of crowding and social 
distancing.
3.0 Live-Streaming — The Arch-
diocese will continue to provide 
live-streaming of Masses from the 

churches which have the capacity to 
do so, subject to the present limits 
on personnel and volunteers. 
As we enter this most trying period 

of daily new high records of infection, 
usage of ICU beds and deaths, let us 
continue to ask for our Lady’s protec-
tion and intercession. Our Holy Father, 
Pope Francis, exhorts the entire Church 
to turn to our Lady in the ancient prayer, 
sub tuum praesidium:

We fly to thy patronage, O holy Moth-
er of God; despise not our petitions in 
our necessities, but deliver us always 
from all dangers, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin. Amen.

Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

May 26, 2021

Updated protocols for Weddings, 
Funerals, Live streaming

Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you, dear People of God. 
The main liturgical celebrations for the 
first part of the year are over. Coming next 
is Trinity Sunday. It is easier to experience 
the Trinity than to try to understand this 
central tenet of our faith. Jesus said: If you 
have seen Me then you have seen the Fa-
ther. And He breathed over them and said: 
Receive the Spirit. 

A week of shocks. The daily new cases 
of COVID-19 have jumped sharply. The 
daily death rate has hit 61; the highest so 
far. Two coaches of our LRT lines collided 
with more than 210 treated for both seri-
ous and light injuries, shock or trauma. 
It was announced that each of the injured 
would receive RM1,000 in aid. 

Another surprise. We have one of the 
best Child Protection Acts, yet our schools 
are not safe for our children. This is of 
grave concern.

1.0 Thought for the Week: 
Doors Open! Doors Closed! 
A public sinner was excommunicated and 
forbidden entry to the church. He took his 
woes to God. 

“They won’t let me in, Lord, because I 
am a sinner.”

“What are you complaining about?” said 
God. “They won’t let Me in either.”

Something to reflect on: 
This happened to Gandhi when he went 

to a church in South Africa. That church 
threw him out because he was coloured, 
and an Asian. Our prejudices, our rules, 
our conditioning and our ‘apartheid’ atti-
tudes have ostracised and created barriers 
to keep others out. Our narrow-minded-
ness and closed-mindedness, our petti-
ness, bitterness and exclusivity have been 
a stumbling block to unity. 

Our holier-than-thou attitude has shut 
out many. Our so-called perfect lives, 
communities and Churches can be a put-

off or a stumbling block. There are many 
testimonies where people were not includ-
ed because they were not good enough. 
When we throw out the different and the 
non-conformist , do we throw out the Lord 
with them? 

2.0 Announcements for this Week:
1.  MCO 3.0 continues. There are changes 
in the latest SOPs on RIBIs and non-Mus-
lim funerals.

a) Masses. Only 12 are permitted for 
churches with capacity of 1000; and 
only three permitted for those smaller. 
Prayer, worship and Mass times are 
limited to the 6.00am - 2.00pm and 
4.00pm - 8.00pm slots. 

With these limited number and the 
hike in daily cases, now reaching the 
highest 7,289, all Masses in the MJD 
will be suspended till further notice. 

The Clergy are encouraged to offer 
daily Masses in private for the pandem-
ic to abate and for the suffering in the 
world. Online Masses will continue to 
be broadcast. 

The schedule is available on the 
webpage.
b) Funerals. The permitted numbers 
at preparation of deceased is five per-
sons only; only 10 at the wake; 12 at 
the last Rite; and finally 10 at the cre-
matorium or burial site.

2. The Catholic Marriage Preparation 
Teams have decided on the following with 
the Presbyterium:

a) A minimum of six months notice 
must be given by couples to the parish 
priest or the designated person. After 
initial inquiry, the couple must regis-
ter for the marriage preparation course 
with the parish office with the priest’s 
approval. 
b) Zoom registrations by the couple 

is another option in these pandemic 
times. Parents or proxies will not be 
entertained. 
c) The following courses are available: 
CMP Weekends, parish-organised 
courses, parish marriage preparation 
by couples or instructions with priest. 
Both Zoom and face-to-face sessions 
with couples are a requirement. The 
priest will advise you.
d) Canon Law 1127 is clear about 
mixed marriages and the prohibition  
of additional religious rites. 

2.3. Visit the Malacca Johore Diocese 
Youtube channel for recorded video clips 
for viewing; among the content are Mass-
es, celebrations, homilies and updates on 
the MJD. Expect more uploads as the 
diocese prepares for the Golden Jubilee 
in 2023. Lookout for the MJD50 logo.
2.4. The CWC-MJD50-PMPC2026 has 
been set up to spearhead the Golden Jubi-
lee of MJD in 2023 and the Pan Malaysia 
Pastoral Convention in 2026. Discerning 
voices are reminding us to be “a light of 
hope” in these new times of the pandemic. 

See yourself as a little lighted candle 
where you are planted. Shine! 

3.0 This Week’s Questions & Queries
The Q asks: Is it Francesco or the Holy 
Spirit reviving the Church?
1.  The enduring feature of the Church is 
the ability to be guarantor of fidelity and 
stability for the Christian Faith, but also 
the guarantor of hope that resides in all 
of us and in history. Yet the Church, an 
ancient and unique institution, retains the 
capacity for change and surprise.
2.  This enduring feature originates with 
Francis, but represents the movement of 
the Spirit always present in the Church. 
It provides the spiritual, theological, pas-
toral, human and imaginative resources 
which the Church needs to respond to the 
urgent challenges of humanity and the 
world order at this time of change.
3.  Pastoral imagination has increased. 
Francis went beyond European thought, 
by his understanding of the realities of 
people’s lives, especially of those at the 
peripheries; and by being the voice of the 
nations.
4.  Pastoral compassion and mercy, the es-
sence of the Church, has surfaced. Cou-
rageously, a vision and action (building 
justice, equitable economic and political 
structures, reconciliatory initiatives and 
our common home) has been placed at the 
centre of the Church’s life and mission.

Pope Francis heard “what the Spirit 
was saying to the churches”, recalling 
Revelations 2,3.

Thank you for reading. Let us continue to 
build God’s Kingdom together. The Spirit 
is the enduring presence in the Church. 
Listen to Him. Keep safe and stay safe.

Bishop Bernard Paul
May 28, 2021

Click here to watch the video

MJD News Update #41diocese of 
mAlAccA Johore

Bishop Sebastian Francis
Penang Diocese

Malaysian 
Bishops’ Diaries 

June 2021

2 Formation - Permanent   
           Deacons, St Anne, BM'

3 Meeting - CHARIS Malaysia, 

 (Zoom)

8 Meeting - Episcopal    
 Regional Liturgy    
 Commission (Zoom)

13	 Mass	-	Confirmation,			
 Church of Our Lady   
 of Lourdes, Silibin

22 & 23 Council of Priests and   
 Clergy Monthly    
 Recollection, Penang

27		 Mass	-	Confirmation,		
 Church of the Divine  
 Mercy, Penang at 9.00am

29 Mass - Solemnity of Sts   
 Peter and Paul, Apostles,   
 Minor  Basilica of St Anne   
 at 8.00pm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZVlwJHF_2s&t=75s
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The struggle of  prayer

KUALA LUMPUR: The Magic Box 
Project team of the Pontifical Mis-
sion Societies of the Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur recently held inter-
active online briefing sessions for 
all representatives of the Parish In-
tegral Human Development Minis-
tries  (PIHDM) and the Catechetical 
Ministries to create a new ministerial 
mission of faith, prayer, reflection 
and charity for all teenage children 
between 13-17.

The main objective is to encour-
age children in secondary school to 
be aware of the needs of their peers 
who are impacted by this pandemic, 
and support them both spiritually 
and sacrificially through prayer and 
small material sacrifices. Also to in-
stil the values of bridge building, in-
clusivity, creativity and hopefulness.

Cynthia Martine, the team coor-
dinator, led the briefing.  Second-
ary school Catechism children will 
transform shoeboxes filled with es-
sential items for children in need, 
into Magic Boxes. These would be 
distributed to children in need, as a 
powerful reminder of God’s love and 
mercy. 

The networking of the PIHDMs and the 
parish Catechetical Ministries will help to 
identify the children and share with them the 
magic of these boxes amidst the challenges of 
the pandemic. Though the Magic Box project 

is set to start for children in secondary school 
after Pentecost and continue till Mission Sun-
day, parishes may choose to adapt the project 
according to their own parish situation.

For more information, please contact mag-
icboxpms@archkl.org

Speaking of prayer, Christian prayer, like 
Christian life, is not a “walk in the park”. 
None of the great people of prayer that 

we meet in the Bible and in the history of the 
Church found prayer “comfortable”. Yes, one 
can pray like a parrot — blah, blah, blah, blah, 
blah — but this is not prayer. Prayer certainly 
gives great peace, but through inner struggle, 
sometimes difficult, which can accompany 
even long periods of life. Praying is not some-
thing easy, and this is why we flee from it. 
Every time we want to pray, we are immedi-
ately reminded of many other activities, which 
at that moment seem more important and more 
urgent. This happens to me too: I go to pray a 
little … and no, I must do this and that... We 
flee from prayer; I don’t know why, but that 
is how it is. Almost always, after putting off 
prayer, we realise that those things were not 
essential at all, and that we may have wasted 
time. This is how the Enemy deceives us.

All Godly men and women report not only 
the joy of prayer, but also the tediousness and 
fatigue it can bring: at times it is a difficult 
struggle to keep to the time and ways of pray-
ing. Some saints continued it for years without 
finding any satisfaction in it, without perceiv-
ing its usefulness. Silence, prayer and con-
centration are difficult exercises, and some-
times human nature rebels. We would rather 
be anywhere else in the world than there, in 
that church pew, praying. Those who want to 
pray must remember that faith is not easy, and 
sometimes it moves forward in almost total 
darkness, without points of reference. There 
are moments in the life of faith that are dark, 
and therefore some saints call this “the dark 
night”, because we hear nothing. But we con-
tinue to pray.

The Catechism lists a long series of enemies 
of prayer, those that make it difficult to pray, 
that put us in difficulty (cf. nn. 2726-2728). 
Some doubt that prayer can truly reach the Al-

mighty: why does God remain silent? If God is 
Almighty, he could say a couple of words and 
end the matter. Faced with the elusiveness of 
the divine, others suspect that prayer is merely 
a psychological operation; something that may 
be useful, but is neither true nor necessary: and 
one could even be a practitioner without being 
a believer; and so on, many explanations.

However, the worst enemies of prayer are 
found within us. The Catechism describes 
them in this way: “Discouragement during 
periods of dryness; sadness that, because we 
have ‘great possessions’, we have not given 
all to the Lord; disappointment over not be-
ing heard according to our own will; wounded 
pride, stiffened by the indignity that is ours as 
sinners; our resistance to the idea that prayer is 
a free and unmerited gift” (2728). This is clear-
ly a summary list that could be lengthened.

What should be done in the time of tempta-
tion, when everything seems to waver? If we 
look at the history of spirituality, we immedi-
ately see that the masters of the soul were very 
clear about the situation we have described. To 
overcome it, each of them offered some con-
tribution: a word of wisdom, or a suggestion 
for facing moments fraught with difficulty. It 
is not a question of systematically developed 
theories, no, but of advice born of experience, 
which shows the importance of resisting and 
persevering in prayer.

It would be interesting to review at least 
some of these pieces of advice, because each 
one deserves to be explored further. For ex-
ample, the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius of 
Loyola is a short book of great wisdom that 
teaches how to put one’s life in order. It makes 
us understand that the Christian vocation is 
militancy, it is the decision to stand under the 
banner of Jesus Christ and not under that of the 
devil, trying to do good even when it becomes 
difficult.

In times of trial, it is good to remember that 

we are not alone, that someone is at our side, 
watching over and protecting us. St Anthony 
the Abbot, the founder of Christian monasti-
cism, also faced terrible times in Egypt, when 
prayer became a difficult struggle. His biogra-
pher, St Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, re-
counts one of the worst episodes in the life of 
the hermit saint when he was about 35, a time 
of middle age that, for many people, involves 
a crisis. Anthony was disturbed by the ordeal, 
but he resisted. When calm finally returned, he 
turned to his Lord with an almost reproachful 
tone: “But Lord, where were you? Why did 
you not come immediately to put an end to my 
suffering?” And Jesus answered: “Anthony, I 
was there. But I was waiting to see you fight” 
(Life of Anthony, 10). Fighting in prayer. And 
very often, prayer is combat. I am reminded of 
something I experienced close up, when I was 
in the other diocese. There was a married cou-
ple with a nine-year-old daughter, with an ill-
ness that the doctors were unable to diagnose. 
And in the end, in hospital, the doctor said to 
the mother: “Madam, call your husband”. And 
the husband was at work; they were labourers, 
they worked every day. And he told the father: 
“The child will not survive the night. There is 
an infection; there is nothing we can do”. Per-
haps that man did not attend Mass every Sun-
day, but he had great faith. He left, weeping; he 
left his wife there with the little girl in the hos-
pital, he took the train and he travelled seventy 
kilometres towards the Basilica of Our Lady 
of Luján, Patroness of Argentina. And there — 
the Basilica was already closed, it was almost 
ten o’clock at night, in the evening — he clung 
to the grates of the Basilica and spent all night 
praying to Our Lady, fighting for his daugh-
ter’s health. This is not a figment of the imagi-
nation: I saw him! I saw him myself. That man 
there, fighting. At the end, at six o’clock in the 
morning, the church opened, and he entered to 
salute Our Lady: all night “fighting”, and then 

he returned home. When he arrived, he looked 
for his wife but could not find her. And he 
thought: “She has left us. No, Our Lady can-
not do this to me”. Then he found her, smiling 
as she said: “I don’t know what happened. The 
doctors said that something changed, and now 
she is cured”. That man, fighting with prayer, 
received the grace of Our Lady. Our Lady 
listened to him. And I saw this: prayer works 
miracles, because prayer goes directly to the 
heart of the tenderness of God, who loves us 
like a father. And when he does not grant us a 
grace, he will grant us another that in time we 
will see. But always, it is necessary to battle in 
prayer to ask for grace. Yes, at times we ask for 
a grace we do not need, but we ask for it with-
out truly wanting it, without fighting. But seri-
ous things are not asked for this way. Prayer is 
combat, and the Lord is always with us.

Jesus is always with us: If in a moment of 
blindness we cannot perceive his presence, we 
will succeed in the future. We will also end up 
repeating the same sentence that the patriarch 
Jacob said one day: “Surely the Lord is in this 
place; and I did not know it” (Gen 28:16). At 
the end of our life, looking back, we too will 
be able to say: “I thought I was alone, but I was 
not: Jesus was with me”. We will all be able to 
say this. — vatican.va

Teens in the KL Archdiocese 
encouraged to participate in the 
Magic Box Programme By

Msgr James 
Gnanapiragasam
SSL, STL

This is a new column for our local theologians 
and biblical scholars to share their thoughts.

A TheologiAn  
SpeAkS

On Easter day Jesus said to his disciples, 
“This is what I meant when I said, while 

I was still with you, that everything writ-
ten about me in the Law of Moses, in the 
Prophets and in the Psalms, was destined to 
be fulfilled.” There was no fixed word for the 
Wisdom books. It was only later that the third 
section of the Hebrew bible came to be called 
“the Writings”. However, the word ‘psalms’ 
seems to be appropriate as they sum up the 
faith of the people of Israel in lyric form.

The psalms had a long history. While the 
bibles give titles like ‘Psalm of David’ or of 
the musician guilds connected with the sons 
of Asaph and Korah, today we can no longer 
be sure of the author and date of each psalm, 
since many were composed during the time of 
the monarchy and some even after the Baby-
lonian exile. The early Christians began to 
reflect on the psalms and see the fulfilment in 
the life of the Saviour. Their reflections cen-
tred on the death and resurrection of Christ as 
already foretold in the Old Testament.

The Church helps us to pray the psalms with 
this perspective and has given us some aids 
to help us to pray in the name of the Church. 
The General Instructions on the Liturgy of the 
Hours (GILH 109-113) cite 1) the headings or 
title, 2) a saying from the NT or the Fathers of 
the Church and 3) the antiphons, all of which 
are given in the Divine Office to help us in 
understanding the Christological meaning of 
the psalms. Let us study the following psalm.

Ps 17 (16) Divine Office: Prayer during the 
Day, Wed Wk 1 (pg 1261-1262).

The following already gives us an idea how 
to pray this psalm. The heading: Lord, save 
me from evil men; The saying: During his 
life on earth, he offered up prayer, which was 
heard (Heb 5:7); Antiphon 2: Maintain my 
steps firm in your ways, Lord; and Antiphon 
3: Lord, arise, rescue my soul.

An innocent person’s life is in danger, he is 
falsely accused and attacked. He protests his 
innocence and even demands that his enemies 
be punished! Man cannot keep silent and do 
nothing when the enemy, the adversary, the 
accuser (in Hebrew: Satan) are in control, 
provoking injustice. He shouts out, “Lord, 
hear my cause that is just, pay heed to my 
cry.” He has come to the temple, “I am here 
and I call, you will hear me, O God.” At the 
end, he still displays hope and says, “I shall 
see your face.”

The early Christians saw the just and inno-
cent Christ in this psalm. Jesus taught us to 
forgive our enemies, but condemn the sins 
of injustice. They saw the resurrection in the 
final verse of the psalm when Jesus prays, 
“…in my justice, I shall see your face, and 
be filled when I awake with the sight of your 
glory.” As we pray this psalm today, let us be 
mindful of those innocent victims of injustice 
and violence who are hoping for deliverance. 
In solidarity with them, we pray. Thus, the 
psalm becomes meaningful for us.

Praying the Psalms
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Sandakan Diocese launches new 
website on Communications Sunday

When I heard about brother 
Paul Sinnappan’s death, my 

memories were focused on a song, 
with the words Vellakara aatciyile, 
rubber maram thotathile, kooliyaga 
vanthavane, un nelama enna, un me-
lasma enna, adimai vailkai vaalathe, 
neeyum sernthu poradu (What is the 
fate of the plantation worker, stop 
living this oppressed life and join in 
the struggle). 

This song was introduced by Sin-
nappan (1950-2021). We used to 
teach the young plantation children 
this song. A song converted from the 
lyric of the great movie Nayakan.

Like this song, I am sure Sinnap-
pan would have influenced the lives 
of many people through his services 
as a teacher, as a trainer, as an activ-
ist and through his talks, speeches, 
plays and writings. He was the full 
package. A reservoir of knowledge.

My activism is influenced by 
many people. I had Nasir and Sel-
vam who taught me about confronta-
tional politics. Another big influence 
was on grassroots work, collective 
and participatory decision making 
and the use of art. There were many 
people who taught me, as a student, 
the kind of society we need to build. 

Among them were people like 
Rani, Saras, Dr Kumar, Arumugam 
and others.  Rani has this to say 
about Paul:

“Paul was like ‘essential reading’ 
for aspiring community organis-
ers, especially at a time in the 80s, 
when the social activism landscape 
was muted and quite barren of social 
movements and resistance activity, 
unlike now. 

“Paul opened up the world of 
organising to novices like us then, 
stressing the importance of leader-
ship — not the leader — and lead-
ership values such as humility and 
respect for the people we were or-
ganising. He taught us about ena-
bling and empowering oppressed 
people. 

“He introduced us to Blu-Tack 
and mahjong paper, and group dy-
namics and sessions that were fun, 
yet meant to inspire an alternative 
to the culture of poverty. We learnt 
from his humaneness. He spoke of 
and practised gender equality, and 
not just in sessions but at home. 

“In his sessions, he smashed myths 
we had grown up with, like caste, 
giving the historical perspective to it, 
and showing how the ruling classes 

used religion and the mass media to 
perpetuate such beliefs.”

In my interaction with them and 
him, I started to understand many 
things. About the progressive ele-
ment in religion – about liberation 
theology, I understood the impor-
tance of art and culture in building 
perspectives; gender perspectives as 
well as working with the migrants 
and the marginalised. Sinnappan 
was always consistent with his anal-
ysis of class struggle. I think that is 
how our paths crossed.

It was because of him and his ide-
as that we started to organise makkal 
ponggal in Kajang and the surround-
ing areas. We imported his ideas on 
cooking the ponggal together with 
the estate workers and did it as our 
annual event.

Paul was such a resourceful activ-
ist. He was an excellent and brilliant 
trainer. He could do a session with-
out boring you with facts and con-
vincing arguments. He could sing, 
give examples and relate many sto-
ries and much of this was based on 
his own experiences. He travelled a 
lot and he used to share his experi-
ences. He always had something to 
share.

He was also a very pleasant per-
son. Always calm and composed. 
Never declining time for a discussion 
and always full of interesting stories. 
I know him as a great advocate for 
credit unions and co-operatives, and 
we worked together on the plight of 
the plantation workers. It was report-
ed that his community-based credit 
co-operatives helped 64,000 fami-
lies, assisting people on issues such 
as housing, health and education. 
That is a mega contribution.

He also started an organisation 
called People Service Organisation 
(PSO) which did tremendous grass-
roots work among the plantation 
workers in Kuala Selangor — run-
ning kindergartens, fighting for bet-
ter working conditions and better 
wages for plantation workers. 

PSO was part of the Planta-
tion Workers Support Committee 
(JSML) where, together, we took on 
many struggles such as the monthly 
wage struggle, the demand to include 
plantations in the government’s rural 
development programme and hous-
ing for plantation workers. 

He created a pool of activists such 
as Jalal, Rayappan, Susie, the late 
Krishnan, Rajasekaran, Arumugam, 

Francis and many others with whom 
we are still working.

My early recollection of him was 
when he was doing a session using 
old newspapers. Asking us to ex-
press ourselves. There was a small 
boy with him then and that boy was 
drawing an oil palm tree. He told us 
that the boy was his youngest son. 
That boy is the Arul Prakash we 
know, an activist with Komas and 
Bersih.

Arul wrote on his Facebook: 
“He’s my inspiration to work for the 
poor, the marginalised and fight op-
pression. I believe he touched and 
inspired many others too. Appa, rest 
in peace. I will continue your fight.”

Yes, Sinnappan did touch and in-
spire many, and had a role in the for-
mation of many activists. Our deep-
est condolences to his wife Pappathi, 
twin brother Rayappan and family 
members. 

PSM has lost a good comrade, a 
community organiser and a great re-
source person.

Rest in peace comrade. — By               
S. Arutchelvan, PSM deputy 
chairperson

Source: Malaysiakini

SANDAKAN: In conjunction with 
the 55th World Communications 
Day, the Diocese of Sandakan 
launched its very first website. It 
was officially launched by Bishop 
Julius Dusin Gitom right after the 
church’s Eucharistic celebration 
which also commemorates the 
Solemnity of the Ascension of the 
Lord on Saturday, May 15, 2021.

Bishop Julius said that it was a 
blessing in the Diocese to celebrate 
World Communications Day. He 
stated that the theme for this year’s 
55th World Communications Day 
is Come and See (John 1:46), Com-
municating by Encountering Peo-
ple Where and as They Are.  Before 
Jesus ascended into heaven, he im-
parted his final instructions to his 
disciples, to preach the good news 
and make disciples of all nations. 
In response to Jesus’ instruction 
in our present time, Bishop Julius 
stated that we must make use of all 

the communication tools, such as 
the internet, which is an essential 
platform for evangelisation, es-
pecially in today’s modern world. 
The newly launched website will 
also allow the Church to connect 
digitally with the rest of the world 
so that the gospel is made known 
far and wide.

Bishop Julius also shared with 
the parishioners a few messages 

extracted from Pope Francis’ mes-
sage on the 55th World Communi-
cations Day.

“‘Come and see’ is the simplest 
method to get to know a situation. 
It is the most honest test of every 
message, because to know, we need 
to encounter, to let the person in 
front of us speak, to let his or her 
testimony reach us.

The internet, with its countless 

social media expressions, can in-
crease the capacity for reporting 
and sharing, with many more eyes 
on the world and a constant flood 
of images and testimonies. Poten-
tially we can all become witnesses 
to events that otherwise would be 
overlooked by the traditional me-
dia, contribute to society and high-
light more stories, including posi-
tive ones. Thanks to the internet we 

have the opportunity to report what 
we see, what is taking place before 
our eyes and to share it with others.

At times where good news is 
shared, there is also the risk of mis-
information being spread on social 
media, which has become evident 
to everyone. All of us are respon-
sible for the communications we 
make, for the information we share, 
for the control that we can exert 
over fake news by exposing it.  
All of us are to be witnesses of the 
truth, to go, to see, and to share.”

At the end of his speech, Bish-
op Julius thanked all parishioners 
present for the launching of the 
Sandakan Diocesan website and 
the technical team for their efforts 
in creating the website. He urged 
all parishioners from all the various 
parishes to share their views and 
news so that it can be published and 
updated on the website. — news-
updatedospo.blogspot.com

Paul Sinnappan: A reservoir of knowledge

Sandakan Diocese new website: https://www.dioceseofsandakan.org/

KUALA LUMPUR: Dr Paul Sin-
nappan, a former staff of the Nation-
al Office for Human Development, 
passed away on May 24 at the age 
of 71.

He will be remembered by the 
Catholic Church in Malaysia as be-
ing instrumental in helping to set up 
and promote Credit Unions, Cooper-
atives (sharing profits with commu-
nity) and Income Generation projects 
amongst others. He worked with 
plantation workers, squatter commu-
nities, small scale farmers, the Orang 
Asli communities, focusing on the 
poor and those who had difficulties 
running their small businesses. 

Sometimes referred to as the ‘bare-

foot co-operator’, Paul’s involve-
ment in credit co-operatives began in 
his teens when he joined the Young 
Christian Student Movement and 
took an interest in the Credit Unions 
and Co-operatives which were initi-
ated by Fr Yves Caroff, an Oblate 
missionary from France. 

He then went on to introduce and 
promote these initiatives amongst 
the children of impoverished Indian 
plantation workers by starting a cred-
it co-operative which loaned money 
for items such as pencils or erasers.

This initiative subsequently grew 
into a network of community-based 
credit cooperatives benefitting 
homes, health, education and sav-

ings for over 64,000 families. The 
Malaysian Bishops supported the 
development of this model among 
the non-Christians and indigenous 
communities. 

Paul was also engaged by NGOs 
to teach this model around South-
East, East and Central Asia and the 
Subcontinent, as well as into North 
America.

Paul leaves behind his wife Re-
becca, sons Arul Selvan and Arul 
Prakkash, daughter Arul Nithya and 
a host of relatives and friends.

l Communications & Media               
Relations Office, Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia’s ‘barefoot co-operator’ passes away

Dr Paul Sinnappan (right) with his early mentor, Fr Yves Caroff. (The Vibes 
photo/ Paul Sinnappan’s family)

https://www.dioceseofsandakan.org/
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Catholic Palestinian gets kidney 
transplant from slain Jewish Israeli

INDIA: Compulsory health insur-
ance cover for Catholic priests 
and nuns in India is essential, after 
more than 180 Catholic priests and 
165 nuns died of COVID-19 in just 
one and a half months, say Church 
officials.

Hundreds of priests and nuns 
have been infected with the virus 
and many have had to be admitted 
to hospital for treatment.

“It is true we have lost many 
priests and nuns to COVID-19, a 
situation nobody foresaw,” said 
Divine Word Fr Babu Joseph on 
May 20.

“There are also hundreds of other 
priests and nuns who are on medi-
cation, many of them in hospitals, 
after they were struck down by the 
pandemic across India.

“The pandemic has incurred a 
huge money drain on the poor dio-
ceses and religious communities 
of both men and women for their 
medical care alone.”

Fr Joseph, director of Sat-
prakashan Sanchar Kendra, a Cath-
olic media centre based in Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh, said the situation 
could have been slightly better if 
the Church had taken out health 
insurance for each priest and nun.

“It is true we could have avoided 
paying huge medical bills had our 
priests been covered by a health 
insurance policy during this pan-
demic

“Now it is time dioceses and reli-
gious congregations compulsorily 
insure their members to avoid the 
shock of huge medical bills run-
ning into several hundred thousand 
rupees per individual,” he added.

Archbishop Victor Henry Thakur 
of Raipur, based in the capital of 
Chhattisgarh state, said the arch-
diocese is thinking of providing 
group health insurance for dioc-
esan priests. 

The archdiocese had to admit 

seven of the eight priests who con-
tracted COVID-19 to private hos-
pitals.

Generally, a private hospi-
tal charges from 100,000 rupees 
(US$1,370) to 500,000 rupees for 
such admissions and the amount 
increases in critical cases that re-
quire oxygen and other emergency 
care.

“It is true we could have avoided 
paying huge medical bills had our 
priests been covered by a health 
insurance policy during this pan-
demic,” said Archbishop Thakur.

Some 12 priests in Rajkot Dio-
cese in Gujarat state in western 
India contracted COVID-19 and 
most were admitted to a diocesan 
hospital for treatment.

The diocese did not have to pay 
any money for their treatment as all 
its priests are covered by a health 
insurance policy.

“Our priests have a three-year 
health insurance cover. We will 
claim all their medical expenses 
from the insurance company,” said 
Bishop Jose Chittooparambil.

“It is good to have health insur-
ance cover for priests and nuns. 
One of my priests who died of 

cancer in January had got medical 
cover of up to 1.2 million rupees 
(US$16,000). We took him to good 
private hospitals and provided the 
best medical care.”

Bishop Peter Sebastian Goveas 
of Bettiah in Bihar state and Bish-
op Theodore Mascarenhas, auxil-
iary bishop of Ranchi in Jharkhand 
state, are among those who feel 
the need for health insurance for 
priests and nuns.

“It is true the Church has many 
hospitals but remote places like 
Bettiah do not have the benefit of 
such hospitals and we need to de-
pend on private hospitals,” said 
Bishop Goveas.

“A situation like the COVID-19 
second wave has given us the 
feeling that we need to cover our 
priests and nuns with health insur-
ance for better treatment in private 
hospitals as government medical 
facilities are either poor or over-
crowded. Now we are searching 
for a good health insurance policy 
for our diocesan priests.” 

Health insurance is a must for 
all as changes in our lifestyle have 
also contributed to new sicknesses. 
— ucanews.com

JERUSALEM: For nine years, 
Randa Aweis battled kidney dis-
ease, urgently in need of a trans-
plant.

In mid-May, a donor was found 
for the 58-year-old mother of six, 
a Catholic Palestinian who lives 
in Jerusalem.

The circumstances were unusu-
ally painful because the donor — 
Yigal Yehoshua — a 56-year-old 
Jewish Israeli man from the mixed 
city of Lod who worked for toler-
ance and coexistence, was stoned 
to death by an Arab mob during 
violence by both Jews and Arabs 
in the city in mid-May. Arab and 
Jewish gangs rioted in mixed cit-
ies throughout Israel following 
the May 10 outbreak of violence 
between Israel and Hamas.

“Yigal will go straight to heav-
en, to a better place, and he will 

always be with me,” Aweis said 
from her hospital bed at Hadas-
sah Medical Centre, where the 
transplant was performed by Dr. 
Abed Khalaileh, director of Ha-
dassah’s Kidney Transplantation 
Service, who is Muslim. “Here 
we must all, Christians, Muslims 
and Jews, strive for peace. I don’t 
distinguish between Christian, 
Muslim or Jew — we are all hu-
man beings.”

She said she was very thankful 
to Yehoshua’s family and wished 
them lots of health. She said she 
hopes to meet with them as soon 
as she is well enough, adding that 
now the Jewish family would al-
ways be a part of her family.

The tragedy that the possibility 
of her transplant came during one 
of the most violent exchanges in 
years between Palestinians and 

Israelis is not lost on her, she not-
ed. Aweis said she hopes her story 
can be a bridge for peace and, de-
spite still recuperating from the 
operation, she has been eager to 
speak out about her transplant.

“My story is one of peace, and 
God willing, there will be peace,” 
Aweis said May 21, the first full 
day of a cease-fire between Ha-
mas and Israel after 11 days of 
violence.

Four other people were able to 
receive organ transplants from 
Yehoshua.

In a similar case, the organs of 
17-year-Muhammad Mahamid, 
a Muslim youth from a leading 
family in the Arab Israeli town of 
Um al Faham, were transplanted 
to five Jews and one Arab. Ma-
hamid was killed during demon-
strations against the war; police 
are still investigating the cause 
of death, though the family main-
tains he was killed by police.

“We respect all people. I live in 
this country and I ask that every 
person think that Jews and Arabs 
are the same,” his father, Mahmud 
Mahamid, was quoted by the Is-
raeli Walla news site. “My son, 
blessed be his memory, died, but 
I want to give people life.” — By 
Judith Sudilovsky, CNS

Insurance sought for Indian 
priests, nuns after COVID deaths

Randa Aweis (left) and her kidney donor, Yigal Yehoshua (right).

Family members and relatives wearing protective gear prepare a funeral pyre to 
cremate a COVID-19 victim at a crematorium in New Delhi. (UCA News photo)

PENAMPANG: Advances in com-
munications technology serve as vi-
tal tools in helping the Church in her 
administration, worship and commu-
nication.

However, it is also a source of 
distraction to the faith, which might 
become a substitute for human in-
teraction besides its negative influ-
ences from rampant spread of fake 
news today. It is therefore timely to 
remind members of the social com-
munications ministry to invoke the 
intervention of the Holy Spirit for 
guidance and wisdom in carrying out 
their tasks in the dissemination of in-
formation and news.

Penampang parish priest Fr Wil-
fred Atin said this in his homily be-
fore officially commissioning the 
Social Communications (SOCCOM) 
Committee for the Penampang parish 
of St Michael’s Church, in conjunc-
tion with the World Communications 
Day 2021 (WCD 2021) during Mass 
at St Michael’s Church May 16.   

“The media can be good and can 
be bad to us, helping us to grow in 
faith, sustaining us as Christians, and 
spreading love and virtue of the Gos-
pel; but it can also be a source of dis-
traction,” underlined Fr Atin.

In explaining the importance of the 
Holy Spirit, he reminded his audi-
ence of the Spirit’s role in the guid-
ance of faith matters — guidance to 
the truth, as well as confidence in fac-
ing the challenges presented by this 
modern, borderless and instantane-
ous communication with just the tip 

of the finger. 
The use of modern communica-

tion means through the internet as 
the more effective way of commu-
nication in Church administration 
has become more apparent over the 
course of time. The parish website, 
live streaming and other main social 
media platforms have proven to be 
the inevitable and essential means of 
moving forward, especially during 
the pandemic.

On the other hand, the negative 
impact of being overly dependent on 
communication devices, especially 
smartphones, becomes obvious in its 
substitution for human interaction.

People are now able to be fully 
equipped with individual gadgets 
that can connect them with the world 
anywhere and everywhere. All the 
latest news, true or fake, welcome 
or unwelcome, can become part and 
parcel of our daily lives.

The Church community may 
therefore, if lacking in faith founda-
tion, be in jeopardy of falling into 
atheism if it has no understanding 
of the existence and role of the Holy 
Spirit and its wisdom. 

Fr Atin emphasised that the social 
communications ministry has an im-
portant and extensive role in helping 
the Church to reach the people and 
impact them with God’s message 
of love and salvation through every 
available channel of communication 
at their disposal, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit. — By JJ/SOCCOM 
Penampang

Communicators reminded to be 
always guided by the Holy Spirit

SOCCOM members from Penampang parish and its respective zones. (CS photo)



Myanmar Church condemns 
military shelling of Catholic Church
MYANMAR: Myanmar’s leading 
Catholic Church figure has vehe-
mently condemned the military 
shelling of a Catholic Church, May 
22, which killed and injured in-
nocent civilians, saying the coun-
try’s “great humanitarian tragedy” 
“needs to stop”. 

“It is with immense pain that 
we express our concern over the 
attack on innocent civilians who 
took refuge in the Church of the 
Sacred Heart on the night of May 
23,” said Cardinal Charles Bo of 
Yangon in an appeal on Monday 
on behalf of the country’s Catho-
lic bishops. “The violent acts, in-
cluding continuous shelling, using 
heavy weaponry on a frightened 
group of largely women and chil-
dren, resulted in the tragic death 
of four people and wounding more 
than eight,” he said, referring to 
the mortar attack on the church in 
Kayanthayar Parish near Loikaw, 
the capital city of Kayah state, on 
the border with Thailand.

Local sources say more than 
300 people from at least 60 fami-
lies had taken refuge in the church 
compound due to fighting over the 
weekend between the military and 
a local anti-coup resistance group 
known as the Karenni People’s 
Defence Force (PDF).

According to the Vatican’s 
Fides news agency, 75 per cent of 
Kayah’s population belong to eth-
nic minority groups. It is the state 
with the highest percentage of 
Christians.  There are over 90,000 

Catholics, almost a third of the 
355,000 inhabitants of the State. 

The families least suspected a 
place of worship coming under 
attack, and that too in the dead of 
the night when most people were 
asleep. Fr Soe Naing, a spokes-
person for Loikaw Diocese, said 
all those sheltering in the church 
had fled by the time church offi-
cials checked the damaged build-
ing on May 24 morning. He said 
thousands of people have taken 
refuge at churches, priests’ centres 
and nuns’ convents because they 
thought they were safe. 

Cardinal Bo, the president of 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of Myanmar (CBCM), said “The 
church suffered extensive damage, 
bearing witness to the intensity 
of attack on a place of worship.” 
“The midnight attack made the 
hapless people to flee to the jun-
gle.”   “Their fate is still not known 

to the outside world. Food, medi-
cine and hygiene are urgent needs 
but there is no way of reaching 
them.” Many of them are children 
and old people who are forced to 
starve and are without any medi-
cal aid, he said, denouncing it as “a 
great humanitarian tragedy”.  

The attack becomes even more 
heinous considering the fact that 
unarmed people took shelter in 
the church to protect their fami-
lies.  “Every heart in this country 
weeps for the death of the innocent 
people,” the cardinal said. “Now, 
hundreds die; thousands become 
refugees and displaced.  More than 
20,000 have been displaced in the 
recent conflict in Loikaw,” he la-
mented. 

“This needs to stop,” the car-
dinal appealed, urging everyone 
“not escalate the war”.  Millions of 
poor people, deprived of their live-
lihood because of the COVID-19 

pandemic, he said, are facing star-
vation, while another wave of in-
fections is imminent. 

Cardinal Bo, who is also the 
president of the Federation of 
Asian Bishops’ Conferences 
(FABC), reminded all parties in 
conflict that places of worship 
as cultural property of a commu-
nity, are covered by international 
protocols.  “Churches, hospitals 
and schools are protected during 
conflict through the Hague Con-
ventions,” he pointed out, point-
ing to the military that those who 
have been killed and injured are 
not enemies but “citizens of this 
country”. 

Cardinal Bo said the Catholic 
bishops of Myanmar were making 
an urgent appeal for peace, not as 
politicians but as a group of faith 
leaders. “We are praying for Peace 
in this great land and hoping all of 
us can live as brothers and sisters 

in this great nation,” the cardinal 
wrote in his appeal.

The Jesuits of Myanmar have 
also denounced the church attack.  
While condemning these “heinous 
crimes in the strongest possible 
way”, they also demand that “the 
Burmese military be held account-
able for what happened”. “The 
military must immediately stop 
the attacks against civilians and 
churches,” they told Fides.

In a Facebook post, the Myan-
mar Jesuits lamented that “no-
where is safe now as the war has 
come to town”. “Since the regime's 
forces are snatching and murder-
ing innocent civilians arbitrarily, 
there’s no other option for the peo-
ple but to defend themselves with 
whatever means they can get.” The 
people don’t have the firepower of 
the military, such as machine guns, 
rocket-propelled grenades, artil-
lery guns, tanks and helicopters, 
but they have the “will and the de-
termination to resist evil”. The se-
curity forces are firing their heavy 
weapons towards the homes and 
looting whatever they want. 

The Jesuits also denounced 
the Pa-O National Organisation 
(PNO) as traitors “for collaborat-
ing with the regime’s forces and 
fighting against their own kin”. 
“The people are in need of basic 
necessities and spiritual support 
as soon as possible. Justice, truth 
and peace must prevail!,” the My-
anmar Jesuits wrote. — By  Robin 
Gomes, Vatican News

The badly damaged Sacred Heart Church in Kayanthayar, following a military attack on May 24, 2021. (Vatican News)

Hong Kong Catholic churches plan Masses commemorating Tiananmen victims
ROME: Seven churches in Hong 
Kong will offer candlelight vigil 
Masses on the anniversary of the Ti-
ananmen Square massacre this June.

The Diocese of Hong Kong’s Jus-
tice and Peace Commission has an-
nounced that the churches will each 
offer a Mass for the Dead on the 
night of June 4.

“For various reasons, we may 
not be able to speak openly, but we 
must not forget history,” the Catho-

lic commission said in the May 24 
announcement.

“Let us offer the life-giving holy 
sacrifice of the Mass that the Lord 
of history may look upon those who 
died in the spring and summer in the 
pursuit of truth.”

The Chinese government’s crack-
down on protesters in Tiananmen 
Square culminated on June 4, 1989, 
when tanks rolled into Beijing’s 
main city square and military forces 

opened fire on the university stu-
dents and other citizens calling for 
democratic reforms.

A diplomatic cable from the Brit-
ish ambassador to China at the time 
said that at least 10,000 people were 
killed, while the regime claimed 
that 241 people died and 7,000 were 
wounded.

In China, people have not been al-
lowed to hold official commemora-
tions of the “June 4th incident” in Ti-

ananmen, but Hong Kong has long 
held annual vigils to commemorate 
its victims.

Hong Kong has enjoyed special 
administrative status as part of the 
“one country, two systems” agree-
ment when the United Kingdom 
transferred control over the region to 
China in 1997.

Amid Hong Kong’s pro-democ-
racy protests, this vigil became a 
flashpoint. Thousands of protesters 

defied police in 2020 to take part in 
the memorial, after police gave or-
ders forbidding large gatherings.

Bishop Joseph Ha, an auxiliary 
bishop of Hong Kong, presided 
over a June 4 memorial vigil Mass 
in 2020 amid media reports that he 
would be passed over as a candidate 
for bishop of Hong Kong because 
of his criticism of the Chinese gov-
ernment. — By Courtney Mares, 
CNA
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HONG KONG: Authorities in 
northern China have arrested 
a Vatican-appointed Catholic 
bishop, his seven priests, and an 
unspecified number of seminar-
ians in what is seen as part of a 
renewed crackdown on the un-
derground Catholic Church in the 
communist country.

Police arrested 63-year-old 
Bishop Joseph Zhang Weizhu of 
Xinxiang Diocese in Henan prov-
ince on May 21, a day after they 
detained the priests and seminar-
ians for allegedly violating the 
country’s repressive new regula-
tions on religious affairs.

Chinese authorities have not 
recognised Xinxiang Diocese 
ever since the Vatican erected it in 
1936.

Bishop Zhang was ordained se-

cretly in 1991 as his appointment 
by the Vatican was not approved 
by the state-aligned Bishops’ Con-
ference of the Catholic Church in 
China (BCCCC) and the Chinese 
Catholic Patriotic Association 
(CCPA).

China implemented a new set of 
rules for religious clergy that came 
into effect this month. It asks all 
clergy to register with the state in 
order to serve Catholics while ask-
ing Catholics to elect their bishops 
democratically.

The rules ignore the Sino-Vati-
can deal, which reportedly agreed 
on appointing bishops by mutual 
agreement, ending the conflict of 
the state appointing Catholic bish-
ops without the Vatican’s mandate.

Dioceses headed by Vatican-
approved bishops are part of the 

underground Church not aligned 
with the state. The regulations, lo-
cal Catholics say, aim to end the 
underground Church by criminal-
ising and arresting its clergy as 
they work outside the state-ap-
proved database of the clergy.

The Sino-Vatican deal was 
signed for two years in Septem-
ber 2018, purportedly to unify the 
Catholic Church. It was renewed 
in 2020 but the deal has led to in-
creased persecution of the under-
ground Church, Catholics say.

Since the deal came into force, 
the Vatican has approved seven 
Beijing-appointed bishops, but the 
state-sanctioned Church has only 
approved and installed five Vati-
can-appointed bishops.

Bishop Zhang, who heads the 
diocese of 100,000 Catholics, has 

not been approved by the state-run 
Church even after the Sino-Vati-

can deal was signed. — ucanews.
com

China arrests Vatican-approved bishop, priests, seminarians

A Month of Mary procession is held in Shantou in Guangdong province in 
May 2017. Chinese authorities have been clamping down on such activities. 
(UCA News photo)
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MYANMAR: Four people died when a 
Catholic church came under attack by the 
military in a Catholic stronghold in eastern 
Myanmar.

Sacred Heart Church in Kayanthayar Par-
ish near Loikaw, the capital city of Kayah 
state, came under fire around 1am on May 
24.

More than 300 people from at least 60 
families had taken refuge in the church com-
pound due to fighting between the military 
and an anti-coup resistance group known as 
the People’s Defence Force (PDF) over the 
weekend.

The roof, ceiling and cross of the church 
were damaged and at least four people were 
injured. All those killed or wounded were 
Catholics.

Fr Soe Naing, a spokesperson for Loi-
kaw Diocese, said all those sheltering in the 
church had fled by the time church officials 
checked the damaged building on May 24 
morning.

He said thousands of people have taken 
refuge at churches, priests’ centers and nuns’ 
convents because they are deemed to be safe.

“The Church is responding to humanitar-
ian assistance but it’s a challenge for us as 
the number of internally displaced persons is 
increasing as a result of more fighting,” said 
Fr Soe Naing.

Catholics have condemned the attack on 
the church on social media as unacceptable.

Clashes have been raging in eastern Myan-

mar over the weekend, especially in Demoso 
township in Kayah state and Mobye town-
ship in neighboring Shan state.

Anti-coup fighters seized and burned 
down a police station, killing at least 13 po-
lice officers in Mobye town in Shan state on 
May 23, according to media reports.

The military launched airstrikes in Dem-
oso town in Kayah state on the evening of 
May 23, while tanks and trucks with soldiers 
were heading into Demoso town on May 24 
morning, according to local sources.

Fighting is also raging in ethnic areas such 
as Karen, Kachin and Chin states, which 
have large Christian populations, as the 
military steps up its offensive against ethnic 
guerrillas and anti-coup resistance groups by 

deploying fighter jets and heavy artillery.
Around 10,000 people have been dis-

placed in Kachin, while more than 42,000 
have been displaced in Karen state and thou-
sands have fled Mindat town in Chin state 
due to hostilities that have escalated since 
May 12, according to the latest UN report.

Myanmar has been in political turmoil 
since the military seized power on Feb. 1 and 
conducted a brutal crackdown against anti-
coup protesters and other civilians that has 
led to at least 815 people been killed.

More than 60 Christian churches have 
been destroyed in Kachin state since a long-
standing ceasefire broke down in 2011, ac-
cording to Christian Solidarity Worldwide. 
— ucanews.com

Four die in military attack 
on Myanmar church

MYANMAR: Myanmar’s deposed leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi has appeared in court in 
person for the first time since she was locked 
up by the military junta following the Feb 1 
coup.

Junta-controlled television broadcast pic-
tures of Suu Kyi in a court in Naypyitaw, 
Myanmar's remote capital, along with ousted 
president Win Myint and former mayor Myo 
Aung.

The 75-year-old Nobel peace laureate was 
seated on a chair and wearing a face mask 
with her hands on her lap.

During the half-hour meeting with her law-
yers before the May 24 hearing, she looked 
healthy, but she has no access to newspapers 
and is not aware of the situation in the coun-
try, according to media reports citing her 
lawyers.

The lawyers quoted Suu Kyi as say-
ing: “The National League for Democracy 
(NLD) was founded for the people and the 

party will exist as long as the people exist.”
She faces a raft of charges, from posses-

sion of a walkie-talkie to violating the Offi-
cial Secrets Act, and could spend the remain-
der of her life in prison if found guilty.

She spent nearly two decades under house 
arrest as a pro-democracy champion

Suu Kyi had previously appeared in a court 
hearing via video link. Some of the hearings 
were not held due to the lack of an internet 
connection.

Observers say the charges against the 
NLD leader are politically motivated and an 
attempt to sideline her and the NLD and pre-
vent them from taking part in the upcoming 
elections to be held by the junta.

She spent nearly two decades under house 
arrest as a pro-democracy champion in My-
anmar, which had been under iron-fisted 
military rule from 1962 to 2010.

The Southeast Asian country is again be-
coming isolated from the world after the mil-

itary seized power in February after toppling 
the elected civilian government, abruptly 
ending a 10-year experiment with democ-
racy.

On the same day as Suu Kyi appeared in 
court, the military fired artillery shells at a 
Catholic church in Kayah, a predominantly 
Catholic region in eastern Myanmar.

The attack killed four people and wounded 
at least four others as they took refuge inside 
Sacred Heart Church in Kantharyar village.

Sacred Heart Cathedral in Pekhon, Shan 
state, was also damaged by a military attack 
on May 24, according to Catholic sources.

Thousands of people in several villages 
in Kayah and neighbouring Shan state have 
fled their homes and taken refuge at churches 
and convents following clashes between the 
military and people’s defence forces and the 
Karenni National Progressive Party.

Dr Sasa, spokesperson for the National 
Unity Government, has appealed to the in-
ternational community to take immediate ac-
tion and intervene to end the senseless kill-
ing of civilians in Myanmar, destruction of 
churches and the targeting of oppressed and 
marginalised ethnic communities.

The military also raided a Karen Baptist 
church in Yangon on the night of May 22. 
They brutally beat and detained the pastor 
along with two young men, one of whom 
was reportedly a handicapped person.

“These attacks are part of the cycle of at-
tacks on Christians and churches by the mili-
tary, which has been incriminated by strong 
and well-documented evidence of crimes 
against minority faiths and ethnic popula-
tions across the country,” said Dr Sasa, a 
Christian politician from Chin state, in a 
statement on May 24. — ucanews.com

Ousted Myanmar leader appears in court 
for first time since coup

This screengrab from a broadcast by Myawaddy TV on May 24 shows detained civilian leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi (left) during her first court appearance since the military detained her in a coup 
on Feb 1. (UCA News photo/Myawaddy TV)

The Sacred Heart Church in Kayanthayar, following a military attack on May 24, 2021. (UCA 
News photo)

Religiosity seems 
to be ‘buffer’ 
against some 
pandemic stresses
WASHINGTON: The COVID-19 pandemic 
took a toll on participation in religious ser-
vices just as it did on workplaces, but a new 
survey indicates strong emotional resilience 
from those who consider their faith vital to 
their existence.

That was part of the findings of a survey 
conducted late last year of 1,600 adults, most-
ly from Washington, Maryland and Virginia. 
Nearly 40 per cent of the respondents identi-
fied as Catholic.

Survey results were discussed during a May 
21 webinar hosted by Catholic University’s 
sociology department and the Institute of Hu-
man Ecology.

Respondents who reported a decline in re-
ligiosity since the pandemic had more than 
twice the odds of feeling isolated and lonely 
than respondents who did not report such a 
decline.

“Religiosity seems to be a buffer against 
negative stresses,” said Brandon Vaidyana-
than, chair of the sociology department and an 
associate professor of sociology.

Fewer than 20 per cent of the sample said 
their mental health had worsened, he added.

The one area where people report a deterio-
ration in their lives was in feelings of isola-
tion, but only “a very small number,” Vaidy-
anathan said, reported their “sense of purpose 
in life having been weakened.”

Vaidyanathan, who also is a fellow of the In-
stitute of Human Ecology, and his colleagues 
conducted the Mental Health in Congrega-
tions Study. It was funded by grants from the 
John Templeton Foundation and the H.E. Butt 
Foundation.

Reflecting the pessimism before vaccines 
became widely available earlier this year as 
well as more than six months of livestreamed 
services by the time the survey was con-
ducted, only slightly more than half the re-
spondents said they planned to return only to 
in-person worship services; 44 per cent said 
they planned to combine in-person worship 
with online services. Almost no one said they 
wanted to participate only in online worship.

“The staggering amount of change” which 
congregations have experienced “has been 
anxiety-producing ... to a monumental de-
gree,” said Scott L. Thumma, a professor of 
the sociology of religion at Hartford Seminary 
in Hartford, Connecticut. He said the survey 
result “speaks highly to the adaptive behav-
iour” of religious communities.

He said it was “very clear” that many want 
a combination of online and in-person wor-
ship. “There’s a strong push now to not go 
back to face-to-face. Worshippers won’t like 
it if online worship goes away. In fact, they 
may drop off again.”

“Let’s not take for granted the people who 
are still experiencing the trauma and the isola-
tion,” Vaidyanathan said.

Thumma said he’s heard the comment, “I 
feel that as a Church, we have won the pan-
demic,” and a member of his seminary called 
it “an opportunity to do new things we should 
have been doing anyway.”

In other survey results, about 30 per cent 
of Orthodox and Reform Jews reported more 
frequent worship attendance since the pan-
demic began, compared with only about 10% 
for Catholics. 

Anxiety, depression and anger levels were 
spread about equally among Catholics, Or-
thodox and Reform Jews, evangelical Prot-
estants, Mormons, African American Baptists 
and Hindus. — By Kurt Jensen, CNS
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More bishops invite Catholics 
back to Mass, lift dispensations
WASHINGTON: Two more US 
bishops have invited Catholics back 
to Mass, following other dioceses 
which have lifted dispensations 
from the Sunday obligation.

“St John Vianney, the patron saint 
of priests, used to beg his people to 
keep the faith and not miss Mass be-
cause he feared they would separate 
themselves from God for all eter-
nity,” Bishop Jerry Vincke of the 
Diocese of Salina, Kansas, wrote to 
Catholics. “I want each one of you to 
go to heaven.”

Vincke’s May 20 letter is split into 
12 sections, each dedicated to high-
lighting the importance of how the 
faithful should approach the liturgy. 
He began his letter announcing he 
would be lifting the general dispen-
sation from the obligation to attend 
Mass on Sundays and Holy Days, 
beginning on the weekend of May 
22-23. The general dispensation 
in the diocese began on March 17, 
2020, as the coronavirus pandemic 
spread in the United States.

The Bishop noted that a dispen-
sation still exists for Catholics with 

“valid reasons,” which include be-
ing ill or elderly. He mentioned that 
those who are unable to attend Mass 
because of extenuating circumstanc-
es, such as travel or work, must seek 
a dispensation from their pastor.

Bishop Vincke apologised to any 
faithful “that were hurt by the de-
cision to close Masses to the pub-
lic,” for the six weeks in the spring 

of 2020 that public Masses were 
suspended due to the pandemic. A 
Mass broadcast online, he said, can 
never substitute for attending Mass 
in-person.

“It is part of the very nature of 
our faith that we have a personal 
and in-person encounter with Christ 
through His Church,” he wrote. 

Next to the Diocese of Salina, 

the Diocese of Kansas City-Saint 
Joseph launched a new campaign 
“Come Home to Communion” on 
May 24. Bishop James Johnston Jr. 
of Kansas City-Saint Joseph is in-
viting Catholics back to Mass, lift-
ing the general dispensation for the 
Sunday obligation effective on June 
1, 2021.

In its campaign, the diocese used 
billboards, social media, a website 
and online tool kits for the diocese’s 
98 parishes and missions to reach 
Catholics. 

Citing canon law, Bishop John-
ston acknowledged that individual 
dispensations may continue for rea-
sons of sickness, being a caregiver, 
or being advised by medical doctors 
to avoid public gatherings. 

The bishop wrote that all legiti-
mate government directives are to 
be followed and parishes should be 
aware of any resurgence of infec-
tions. 

Bishop Vincke wrote to Catholics 
in his diocese that Jesus “is the way, 
the truth and the life.” 

“If we are missing Sunday Mass 

because we do not feel it is impor-
tant, or we simply put other things 
before God, we are likely on the 
wrong path,” he wrote. “We have 
forgotten who we are, and this only 
leads to our unhappiness”

Vincke explained that attending 
Sunday Mass is the most important 
thing Catholics do all week. 

“Coming to Mass is participating 
in the greatest, most passionate love 
story that has ever existed: celebrat-
ing the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus, who comes on a rescue mis-
sion to save humanity from hell,” he 
wrote. 

“Perhaps the biggest lie in our 
world today,” Vincke wrote, “is that 
everyone goes to heaven no matter 
what.”

He continued, “this is not what 
Jesus said or what the Church He 
founded teaches us.”

The bishop urged those who have 
missed Mass deliberately in the past, 
and have been away from the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation, to go to 
confession before receiving Holy 
Communion. — CNA

Bishop invite Catholics back to in-person participation in the Mass at their 
parishes as COVID-19 restrictions on gatherings begin to lift. (CatholicPhilly 
photo/Sarah Webb)

Francis selects low-profile Roche to replace 
Cardinal Sarah at Vatican liturgy office

ROME: Pope Francis on May 27 
named a relatively low-profile Brit-
ish prelate to replace Cardinal Robert 
Sarah as the leader of the Vatican of-
fice charged with overseeing most of 
the global Catholic Church’s liturgi-
cal rites.

Archbishop Arthur Roche, who 
had served as the No 2 official at the 
Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
since 2012, is now the office's pre-
fect.

A former head of the Diocese of 
Leeds, England, Roche is known in 
Rome as something of a quiet voice, 
not often stepping into the limelight 
except for official press conferences 
or announcements. 

Unlike his predecessor Sarah, who 
was often seen as an opponent of 
Francis’ vision for the global church, 
Roche is not known to maintain a 

Twitter account, nor to often give 
interviews.

Roche, 71, had been leading the 
Vatican office on an interim basis 
since February, when the Pope ac-
cepted Sarah’s resignation. Sarah 
had turned 75, the traditional retire-
ment age for bishops, in June 2020.

Beyond Roche, Francis also ap-
pointed new No 2 and No 3 officials 
for the congregation. Bishop Vitto-
rio Viola, until now the head of the 
Italian Diocese of Tortona, north of 
Genoa, will serve as secretary. Msgr 
Aurelio Marcias, formerly a depart-
ment head at the office, will now 
serve as its under-secretary.

After Sarah’s resignation, Francis 
had taken the unusual step of asking 
that an outside expert consult with 
the Vatican office’s staff to review 
its procedures and consider what 
might be needed in a new prefect. In 

a March interview with CNS, Roche 
compared the consultation process to 
how a bishop might consult with a 
parish before appointing a new pas-
tor.

Roche was brought to Rome from 
Leeds in 2012 by retired Pope Ben-
edict XVI. He has previously been 
an auxiliary bishop of Westminster, 
the Catholic Church’s archdiocese in 
London, and a general secretary of 
the bishops’ conference of England 
and Wales.

Sarah had led the Vatican congre-
gation since 2014 and was known as 
a vocal proponent of more traditional 
styles of Catholic liturgy.

Sarah came under scrutiny earlier 
in Francis’ papacy when it became 
apparent the cardinal had waited 
years to implement a papal instruc-
tion to change Church law to al-
low for women to be among those 

who have their feet washed at Holy 
Thursday services.

While in Leeds, Roche had also 
served as the chairman of the Inter-
national Commission on English in 
the Liturgy (ICEL), set up by bish-
ops’ conferences across the English-
speaking world after the 1962-65 
Second Vatican Council to help in 
providing translations for Latin-lan-
guage liturgical texts.

During Roche’s tenure at the com-
mission, much of its authority had 
been assumed by a Vatican commit-
tee, known as Vox Clara, which had 
been created by Pope John Paul II in 
2001 to specifically evaluate Eng-
lish-language liturgical translations.

Francis decentralised authority 
over how the texts used in the Catho-
lic Church’s liturgies are translated 
from Latin into local languages in 
2017, moving most responsibility 

for the matter from the Vatican to na-
tional bishops’ conferences.

Unusually, the official commen-
tary from the Vatican worship office 
at the time of that change came not 
from Sarah, then the office’s leader, 
but Roche. The archbishop said then 
that the Pope’s changes reflected a 
hope that the Vatican and bishops’ 
conferences could work “in a spirit 
of dialogue” about liturgical transla-
tions. — By Joshua J. McElwee, 
NCR

Swiss Catholic bishop appoints lay people in place of episcopal vicars
ROME: A Swiss Catholic bishop 
has announced that he is appoint-
ing lay people in place of episcopal 
vicars in his diocese.

Bishop Charles Morerod, O.P., 
who has led the Diocese of Laus-
anne, Geneva, and Fribourg since 
2011, revealed the decision in a 
May 25 interview with the Swiss 
Catholic Church’s website kath.ch.

He said that he had chosen two 
lay people and a deacon as his “lay 
representatives,” replacing three 
episcopal vicars.

“By virtue of baptism, lay peo-
ple have an active role in the life 
of the Church and should not only 
take care of administrative matters, 

but also be active in pastoral care,” 
he said.

“This cooperation is a positive 
thing. It already exists, but we can 
further develop it.”

CNA Deutsch, CNA’s German-
language news partner, reported 
that the three vicariates concerned 
will now be known as “diocesan 
regions.”

According to the bishop, his rep-
resentatives will take care of “local 
issues” and discuss them with him 
at the diocesan level.

The Code of Canon Law, the 
body of ecclesiastical laws for 
the Latin Church, says that “In 
each diocese the diocesan bishop 
is to appoint a vicar general to as-
sist him in the governance of the 

whole diocese.”
The bishop can also appoint one 

or more episcopal vicars, whose 
competence “is limited to a deter-
mined part of the diocese, or to a 
specific type of activity, or to the 
faithful of a particular rite, or to 
certain groups of people.”

Morerod, who has served as rec-
tor of the Angelicum in Rome and 
secretary general of the Interna-
tional Theological Commission, 
told kath.ch that he had consulted 
with the Vatican’s Congregation 
for the Clergy about the changes.

He said: “I spoke to it mainly 
about terminology issues. You are 
careful to avoid the impression that 

we are simply replacing a priest 
episcopal vicar with a lay episco-
pal vicar.”

“It is important not to cause any 
confusion that could affect you 
elsewhere. It is therefore important 
to consult the congregation.”

In a May 26 interview with kath.
ch, the 59-year-old bishop rejected 
suggestions that the changes were 
intended to concentrate power in 
his hands, undermining the prin-
ciple of subsidiarity favored in the 
Swiss Catholic Church.

“Anyone who speaks this way 
has false assumptions about lay 
people in leadership positions,” he 
said. — CNA

Archbishop Arthur Roche

Bishop Charles Morerod, O.P., of 
Lausanne, Geneva, and Fribourg
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Donald Trump’s America-first foreign policy was a policy 
of snubbing allies, coddling dictators and turning the State   

Department into an agent of the US arms industry. 
The Biden administration promised a fresh start. America 

would once again promote democracy abroad, oppose the rising 
tide of ethnonationalism and defend human rights. 

An early test of the new administration’s commitment to        
human rights has now appeared in a part of the world Biden 
had hoped to put on the back burner: Israel and the Palestinian          
territories. 

One can easily understand his reluctance to spend much time 
on yet another attempt to broker a peace deal between Israel and 
the Palestinians. For decades, US presidents have tried and failed 
to find a “two-state solution” that would satisfy both sides. Even 
when conditions for peace appeared to be ideal, negotiations al-
ways hit a snag, and, with a right-wing coalition now governing 
Israel and the militant group Hamas in charge of Gaza, conditions 
are far from ideal. 

But Biden cannot just look away from the violence that has 
erupted in the Holy Land in the past few weeks.

The trouble began in the East Jerusalem neighbourhood of 
Sheikh Jarrah, with what the Israeli government has called a real-
estate dispute and what Palestinians describe as ethnic cleansing. 

For decades, Palestinian households whose families have 
lived in Sheikh Jarrah have been gradually forced out by a settler 
organisation and the Israeli courts. Such evictions are part of a 
larger pattern of displacement. 

Since the Six-Day War in 1967, more than 14,600 Palestin-
ians in East Jerusalem have had their residency revoked by Israel, 
which claims all of Jerusalem for itself in defiance of interna-
tional law.

Tensions over the impending eviction of four households —
and over the government’s decision to block off a Palestinian 
gathering place near the Damascus Gate — had been building 
since April. 

On May 7, the last Friday of Ramadan, Israeli police raided al-
Aqsa Mosque, where thousands of Palestinians had gathered to 
pray and show their support for the Arab residents of Sheikh Jar-
rah. Hundreds were injured in the ensuing clash between stone-
throwing protesters and police armed with rubber-tipped bullets 
and tear gas. 

The following Monday was Jerusalem Day, when Israeli na-
tionalists celebrate the disputed reunification of the city by pa-
rading through the Muslim Quarter on their way to the Temple 
Mount, the site of al-Aqsa Mosque. 

This was also the day the Israeli Supreme Court announced its 
verdict on the latest round of evictions. The police, anticipating 
more clashes between Palestinians and Israeli hardliners, raided 
al-Aqsa Mosque again. 

Hamas warned that Israel would pay a “heavy price” if its forc-
es did not leave the mosque before 6.00pm that evening. The first 
rocket fire from Gaza began a few minutes after the hour, the first 
Israeli airstrikes not long after that.

In days which followed, Hamas launched more than three 
thousand rockets into southern Israel. Most of these were inter-
cepted by Israel’s “Iron Dome” defence system, but the few that 
managed to get through have killed at least twelve people. Mean-
while, Israeli airstrikes killed 219 people in Gaza, including 63 
children. 

There were also alarming outbreaks of violence within Israel 
proper between Jewish and Arab citizens — people dragged 
from their cars and beaten, Arab stores ransacked, synagogues 
torched. The situation rapidly escalated beyond anyone’s expec-
tations, provoking fears of a full-blown civil war.

The effort to remove or subjugate Palestinians “from the river 
to the sea” is a textbook case of ethnonationalism and a clear 
violation of human rights — the kind of thing we routinely de-
nounce when it happens anywhere else in the world. 

We must denounce it in Israel too, and demand that the Is-
raeli government stop treating Arab Israelis like second-class 
citizens and Palestinians in the occupied territories like captives.                
— The Editors, Commonweal

Stop indulging Israel

In 2023, Pope Francis will be almost 
87 years old. By that age, all of his 
predecessors on the Chair of Peter 

had either died (with the exception of 
Leo XIII) or had resigned (such as Ben-
edict XVI and Celestine V). 

And if, God forbid, the Jesuit pope 
should not make it to 2023, this “synodal 
process” will have already begun. It’s 
his insurance policy against the possibil-
ity that his pontificate will be promptly 
archived as a quick break before another 
pope returns to the status quo.

Even if there should be a conclave be-
tween now and the 2023 Synod assem-
bly, the synodal process will be an inte-
gral part of the next conclave's agenda in 
a way not totally different from the papal 
election of June 1963.

The deceased pope, John XXIII, had 
already launched the first session of the 
Second Vatican Council in the autumn of 
1962. His newly elected successor, Paul 
VI, continued the Council and brought 
the ship into port in December 1965.

It was no coincidence that Francis 

and his highly regarded Synod secretary 
general, Cardinal Mario Grech of Malta, 
announced the synodal process just be-
fore Pentecost, the event when the Holy 
Spirit manifests itself through multiple 
languages and reveals unity in diversity. 

An ambitious project with various 
risks 
But this global synodal process is not 
only ambitious, it is also risky because 
of its different phases – local, national/
continental, and central – that will high-
light the radical differences in the eccle-
sial and existential conditions of local 
Churches.

For instance, it will be interesting to 
see what the diocesan phase of this syn-
odal process will look like in places such 
as Hong Kong, China or Belarus.

Synodality requires a minimum level 
of religious freedom (freedom to gather 

or to publish documents), which is cur-
rently barely adequate or nonexistent for 
Catholics in many countries. 

Moreover, the coronavirus pandemic 
has now become a problem mostly for 
poor and middle-income countries. It, 
too, will have an impact on how some 
local churches are able to celebrate syn-
ods at the diocesan and national levels.

This new global synodal process also 
has to merge with ongoing national syn-
odal paths that are already unfolding 
(Germany and Australia) or are in the 
planning stages (Ireland and Italy).

Currently in the Catholic Church, 
there are vastly different ideas about 
synodality, even among its advocates. 

Is the aim to create a more pastoral and 
less clerical Church or is it to push for 
doctrinal developments on certain criti-
cal issues (such as the role of women in 
the Church, teaching on sexuality, etc.)?

The most important global 
project since Vatican II

In the ninth year of his pontificate, Pope Francis launched an ambitious three-
year worldwide “synodal process” (2021-2023). It will culminate in October 
2023 in Rome with the XVI ordinary general assembly of the Synod of Bishops. 
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Cardinal Grech, in an important in-
terview with official Vatican media, 

stressed that the bishops and the national 
episcopal conferences will play a crucial 
role in this process. 

By October 2021, the bishops will have 
to appoint persons or teams to oversee 
the process (particularly of consulting the 
People of God) at the diocesan and na-
tional levels. 

We already have a good idea who the 
bishops are and how their national confer-

ences operate. But we do not know who 
they will choose as lay collaborators and 
advisors, or how they plan to select them.

These appointments will give important 
clues about the type of synodal process 
the bishops have in mind.

Cardinal Grech intimated that this new 
effort to implement synodality actually 
denotes a shift from the age of John Paul 
II and Benedict XVI, though he did not 
mention the two by name. “Perhaps in 
the past there has been so much insistence 

on the communio hierarchica that there 
arose the idea that unity in the Church 
could only be achieved by strengthening 
the authority of pastors,” the 64-year-old 
cardinal said. “In some respects, that path 
was in some ways necessary when, after 
the Council, various forms of dissent had 
appeared,” he added. 

Dissent does not manifest itself in or-
ganisations and movements today, but 
mostly in individuals who leave the 
Church — quietly, though often bitterly. 

This synodal process is an invitation. 
Discernment by the bishops will 

be the focal point, but this process will 
be also a discursive process – a language-
process to paraphrase what Jesuit histo-
rian John O’Malley wrote about Vatican 
II as a “language-event”. 

The Church is not a parliament, and 
Francis has often warned against inter-
preting synodality as parliamentarism.  

But within this ecclesial conversation, 
persuasion will play a role. And this opens 
a huge problem in some Churches, such as 
in the United States where “money talks”, 
as the saying goes. 

The bishops will have to defend the 
synodal process from the never-neutral 
role of “independent” and militant neo-
Catholic media, cyber-militias and – in a 
disguised, but no less dangerous way – 
donors and pressure groups that now con-
trol much of the conversation in ecclesial 
spaces.

Catholicism simply has no experience 
of running synodal events at the national 
and global levels in an information eco-
system that is largely shaped by digital 
and social media. These media are beyond 
the control of the institutional channels 
run by the hierarchical Church. 

This synodal process is also the restitu-
tion of the ecclesial conversation to the 
entire People of God. Up till now, particu-
lar agendas and idiosyncratic movements 
have monopolised the conversation. This 
new process is, in a sense, an act of rebal-
ancing the politics that will have to have 
preferential options in the Church. 

Women and young people 
Without a non-perfunctory “prise de 
la parole” by women (to quote French 
Jesuit Michel de Certeau), this effort 
towards synodality will be meaningless. 

This synodal process will live or die 
by the kind of acknowledgment it gives 
to the word of women who, for far too 
long, have been treated as guests in 
their own house. This is especially true 
for the Catholic Church in the Western 
hemisphere, but not only. 

This synodal process will also have 
to make relevant space, in both its li-
turgical and conversational moments, 
for young people– and not just for the 
hand-picked “churchy” types. 

As Pope Francis noted in his letter to 
the youth four years ago: “St Benedict 
urged the abbots to consult even the 
young before any important decision, 
because ‘the Lord often reveals to the 
younger what is best’.” (Rule of St Ben-
edict, III, 3)

The Vatican and the world’s bishops 
will have to manage a variety of ex-
pectations. Some expect this synodal 
process to be like a nice gathering for 
small Church talk, while others see it as 
the opportunity to raise epochal issues – 
something like a Vatican III.

This synodal process will likely be 
neither. 

An unprecedented invitation, 
an important ecclesial event 
But at the same time, the Church’s lead-
ers must not immediately dash expecta-

tions, either. This synodal process will 
have to defeat the cynicism and bitter-
ness that sadly defaces some of our ec-
clesial conversations today.

The concept of synodality as “the 
people walking together” is essentially 
the opposite of the “ecclesioclastic” 
rage where the Catholic Church seems 
to be blamed for everything and any-
thing. 

But this synodal process could go 
sideways very quickly and, in some 
local Churches, become a means for a 
faction to wield reactionary power. 

Recent Church history is full of failed 
“ecclesial events” that reinforced mech-
anisms of exclusion. 

One would search in vain for the word 
“synodality” (let alone the concept) in 
the teachings of Francis’ predecessors. 

What is about to start has its roots in 
the Second Vatican Council and could 
become the most important ecclesial 
event in global Catholicism since Vati-
can II. 

The biggest risk of this synodal pro-
cess is that it could reinforce the re-
sentment of many Catholics against an 
institutional Church that continually in-
vites people but never really lets them 
in. 

However, this is an unprecedented 
invitation coming from the Pope, and 
it should be received with hope. — By 
Massimo Faggioli, LCI (https://inter-
national.la-croix.com)

l Turn to Page 12 for more

What will the bishops do?

Being part of the ecclesial conversation
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As Christians celebrate the 
Feast of Mary Help of Chris-
tians on May 24, Catholics 

are also marking the 13th day of 
prayer for the Church in China. Pope 
Benedict XVI established it on May 
27, 2017 with his letter to Chinese 
Catholics. It was celebrated for the 
first time the following year when 
Pope Benedict composed a special 
prayer for Our Lady of Sheshan.

The shrine of Our Lady of 
Sheshan, not far from Shanghai and 
named after Mary Help of Christians, 
is the most popular shrine in China. It 
is on top of a hill and many faithful, 
climb the hill on their knees, pausing 
at the 14 Stations of the Cross.

Unfortunately, since 2008, author-
ities have prevented many from ac-

cessing the shrine during the month 
of May. Pilgrims have declined to a 
few hundred.

In 2020, due to the pandemic, the 

Marian shrine was closed. It remains 
closed this year despite a nearby golf 
club and playground being open to 
the public and visited by thousands 

of people. The pandemic has been 
used in China and Hong Kong as a 
convenient excuse to severely curtail 
the lives of Catholic communities.

The closure of the shrine has be-
come a symbol of the lack of free-
dom of the Church in China. In the 
nearby seminary, Bishop Thaddeus 
Ma Daqin of Shanghai has been 
under house arrest for almost nine 
years. The 53-year-old bishop was 
arrested on July 7, 2012, the evening 
of his ordination, for renouncing the 
state-backed Chinese Catholic Patri-
otic Association.

The Diocese of Shanghai remains 
without a guide, since the bishop 
cannot communicate with his faith-
ful. Political authorities have reduced 
Bishop Ma to a “presbyteral state,” 

purportedly to invalidate his episco-
pal ordination.

One can only imagine the solitude 
and isolation of the bishop. Perhaps 
he finds consolation in the thought 
that the shrine is just a few metres 
away. This is one of the most diffi-
cult times for Catholics in China in 
the last 40 years. Religious politics 
in China is increasingly oppressive, 
leaving little hope for improvement.

The trust of Chinese Catholics in 
Mary’s help does not diminish de-
spite the difficulties. In fact, there 
were difficult moments in the past 
when Catholics experienced the pro-
tection of the Mother of God. And, 
honouring that, I would like to offer 
here a brief description of Marian de-
votion in China.

Mary Help of Christians, 
protector of Chinese Catholics

The Marian procession at the shrine of Our Lady of Sheshan in May 2011. 
(UCA News photo)

Our Lady of the Eastern Syrian Church The Chinese Madonna of the 
North Church of Beijing

Our Lady of Lourdes

Christianity entered China in 635 
AD, thanks to the missionaries of the 
Eastern Syrian Church. Coming from 
Seleucia-Ctesiphon, the metropolitan 
seat of the Assyrian Church (near 
present-day Baghdad), they reached 
Xi’an, then the capital of China.

Buddhist monks were translating 
the sutras of the Buddha’s teaching 

into Chinese. The two faiths, Bud-
dhism and Christianity, met and in-
teracted. Christianity took the name 
of “luminous teaching”; Chinese 
Buddhism came out with Guanyin, 
the popular goddess of mercy, which 
is somewhat similar, both from an 
iconographic and doctrinal point of 
view, to the figure of the Virgin Mary.

Roman Catholicism arrived in Bei-
jing in 1292 thanks to Franciscan 
missionary John of Montecorvino 
and other Franciscan missionaries 
who followed him. A portrait of the 
Madonna with child, dated 1342, be-
longs to the Franciscan period. It was 
found with other Christian cultural 
objects in the city of Yangzhou. The 
Madonna was portrayed in Chinese 

style as accommodation was a “cul-
tural imperative.”

Jesuit missionary Matteo Ricci, fa-
ther of Chinese Catholicism, in Janu-
ary 1601 entered the Forbidden City 
of Beijing. He presented 16 gifts to 
the Wanli emperor, including a copy 
of the image of Maria Salus Populi 
Romani, traditionally attributed to St 
Luke. The Society of Jesus was par-
ticularly fond of this image, which 
is located in the Church of St Maria 
Maggiore in Rome, due to the devo-
tion of Ignatius of Loyola to it.

Ricci himself was very devoted to 
the Madonna. As a child, he had vis-
ited the shrine of the Holy House in 
Loreto, not far from Macerata (Italy). 
He published four sacred images, in-
cluding a Madonna of Seville, which 
was later a model for other Chinese-
style reproductions.

In 1619, nine years after Ricci’s 
death, Portuguese missionary João 

da Rocha published in Nanjing, The 
Method of the Rosary, a beautiful 
Chinese-style illustrated book that 
introduces the faithful to the 15 mys-
teries of Marian prayer.

In 1637, Giulio Aleni, a Jesuit 
missionary from Brescia, published 
56 images in The Illustrated Life of 
the Lord of Heaven Incarnate, with 
many depictions of the Virgin Mary. 
The last woodcut of Aleni’s illustra-
tive sequence is particularly sugges-
tive: the Chinese people witness the 
Coronation of the Virgin Mary, now 
part of the universal Church.

After the unfortunate outcome of the 
Chinese rites controversy (1742), the 
path of cultural accommodation was 
abandoned. It was resumed in the 
twenties of the last century, thanks 
to Celso Costantini, Pope Pius XI’s 
delegate to China.

He did much to promote the in-
culturation of Christianity in the 
country. He inspired the founding 
of a school for Chinese Christian 
art at Fujen University in Beijing. 
Luke Chen is the best-known artist 
to reproduce the sacred persons in 

Chinese style. Particularly famous 
are his Madonnas, which some per-
plexed Catholics thought looked too 
much like the Buddhist Guanyin.

Two images and shrines of Our Lady 
are most loved by Chinese Catholics. 
They are both dedicated to Mary 
Help of Christians as both shrines 
originated from Mary’s intervention 
to protect Christians.

Donglu’s story begins in 1900 dur-
ing the Boxer Rebellion.

The Catholic village of Donglu, 40 
kilometres from Baoding in the prov-
ince of Hebei, was surrounded by 
thousands of rioters ready for a mas-
sacre. The 700 faithful and their priest 
invoked the Virgin Mary, certain that 
their death was imminent.

Catholic chronicles then narrate 
that a woman, surrounded by light 
appeared, making the rebels with-
draw. A church was built to thank the 
Virgin Mary for her protection. An 
image of the Dowager Empress Cixi 
in imperial dress was used as a model 
to portray the Madonna and Child.

In 1924, the bishops of China, gath-
ered in the Synod of Shanghai, estab-
lished Donglu Church as a shrine. 
The image and the church became 
a popular pilgrimage destination. In 
1932, Pius XI approved the cult and 

the shrine. Destroyed by the Japanese 
in 1941, the shrine was rebuilt and 
enlarged between 1989 and 1992 and 
dedicated to Mary Help of Christians.

Thousands of faithful, including 
four bishops and 100 priests, reported 
that on May 23, 1995, on the eve of 
the Feast of Mary Help of Christians, 
an extraordinary movement of the 
sun took place at the Donglu shrine. 
The reported event would make peo-
ple think of the “miracle of the sun” 
in Fatima on Oct 13, 1917.

Since then, security authorities 
have prevented the faithful from 
making pilgrimages to Donglu. The 
devotion of the people sometimes 
managed to evade the restrictive 
measures, and many went to the 
shrine, which is located in an area 
where underground Catholic com-
munities are strong.

The story of Our Lady of Sheshan 
begins in 1863 with the purchase of 
the hill of Sheshan by the French Jes-
uits. On March 1, 1868, the bishop of 
Shanghai, Adrien Languillat, conse-
crated the chapel and blessed the im-
age of Our Lady Help of Christians, 
modelled after Our Lady of Victory 
in Paris.

In September 1870, the bloody re-
volt of the Tai Ping Army arrived in 

Shanghai and the Catholic commu-
nity was in grave danger. The superi-
or of the Chinese Jesuit community, 
Fr Gu Zhensheng, vowed to build 
a Marian church on top of Sheshan 
Hill if the Virgin Mary would protect 
them. And so it happened. On May 
24, 1871, in the presence of thou-
sands of faithful, the new church was 
initiated. It was consecrated in 1873.

The church, 56 metres long, 25 
metres wide and 17 metres high 

with a 38-metre bell tower, was built 
thanks to the generosity of Catho-
lics. It is considered the first Mar-
ian basilica in East Asia. Our Lady 
of Sheshan became the protector of 
the Shanghai church. In 1874, Pius 
IX granted an indulgence to pilgrims 
who visit the shrine during the month 
of May. In 1894, a second Marian 
church was built halfway up the hill.

In 1924, papal delegate Celso 
Costantini convened the first Chi-

nese synod in Shanghai. A painting 
of the Mother of God with child was 
commissioned and was placed in the 
shrine. This image continues to be 
highly revered, enshrined atop the 
basilica’s main high altar. It was then 
that the annual pilgrimages began, 
making it the most important Catho-
lic pilgrimage destination in China.

During the Cultural Revolution 
(1966-76), the original statue was 
destroyed. In April 2000, Bishop 

Aloysius Jin Luxian commissioned a 
new statue: the standing Virgin Mary 
raises the baby Jesus above her head 
with her arms outstretched in a cross 
gesture. The dragon, with a trident 
tail, is crumpled by the Virgin Mary’s 
feet.

The May 24 prayers by Catholics 
in China and from all around the 
world are ideally conveyed to this 
shrine. — By Gianni Criveller, 
ucanews.com

Not all Catholics felt the need to have 
a Chinese Madonna to feed their de-
votion. The beautiful image of Mary 
Empress of China in the Northern 
Church in Beijing is an example of 
this. The oil painting by a contempo-
rary artist from Hong Kong depicts 
Mary and the baby Jesus in colour-
ful and luxurious imperial robes, 
dominated by yellow. Some Beijing 
Catholics expressed the opinion that 
Mary, not being Chinese, should not 
be artificially represented as Chinese.

The Catholic people of China love 
the Virgin Mary very much. Through 
Marian images, the faithful have 
been able to affirm their distinctive 
identity and overcome difficult cir-
cumstances and tumultuous histori-
cal upheavals. The faith survived in 
the dark years of persecution thanks 
to some fundamental devotions: to 
the Sacred Heart, to Our Lady and 
to the pope.

The cult of Our Lady of Lourdes 
has spread widely thanks to the de-
votion of European missionaries, 
especially French ones, who were 
very numerous in China in the sec-
ond half of the 19th century and the 
first half of the 20th century.

There is no church in China that 
does not have a grotto or a statue 
remembering the apparitions of 
Lourdes. The devotion to Our Lady 
of Fatima also spread considerably.

Mary is honoured by various titles in China

Donglu’s story

Our Lady of Sheshan

The Madonna of the Franciscans

The Madonna by Matteo Ricci

Luke Chen’s Christian visual culture



Whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound 
in heaven and what-

ever you loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven. We know 
this works for love. Does it also 
work for hatred? Can someone’s 
hatred follow us, even into eter-
nity?

In her recent novel, Payback, 
Mary Gordon poses that ques-
tion. Her story centers on two 
women, one of whom, Agnes, 
has hurt the other, Heidi. The 
hurt had been unintentional and 
accidental, but it had been deep, 
so deep that for both women, it 
stayed like a poison inside their 
souls for the next forty years. 
The story traces their lives for 
those forty years, years in which 
they never see each other, don’t 
even know each other’s wherea-
bouts, but remain obsessed with 
each other, one nursing a hurt 
and the other a guilt about that 
hurt. The story eventually cul-
minates with Heidi seeking out 
Agnes to confront her for some 
payback. And that payback is 
hatred, an ugly, pure hatred, 
a curse, promised to last until 
death, ensuring that Agnes will 
never be free from it for the rest 

of her life. 
Agnes doesn’t know what to 

do with that hatred, which domi-
nates her world and poisons her 
happiness. She wonders if it will 
also colour her eternity:  “Her 
last meeting with Heidi had 
troubled her belief in the endur-
ance of the ties of love. Because 
if love went somewhere after 
death, where, then, was hate? 
She had understood, in Heidi’s 
case, that it was the other side 
of the coin of love. Even after 
death would Heidi’s hatred fol-
low her, spoiling her eternity, 
the cracked note in the harmony, 
the dark spot in the radiance? 
Since Heidi had come back into 
her life, Agnes had, for the first 
time, been truly afraid to die. 
She had to make herself believe 
that the love of those who loved 
her would surround her always 
… keeping her from the hatred 
and ugliness that Heidi has 
shown her. She had to believe it; 
otherwise … the otherwise was 
too unbearable even to name.”

Gabriel Marcel correctly 
states that to love someone is to 
ensure that this person can never 
be lost, that he or she (as long as 
the love continues) can never go 

to hell. By that love, the other is 
connected (“bound”) always to 
the family of love and, ultimate-
ly, to the circle of love inside 
of God. However, is this true 
too then for hatred? If someone 
hates you, can that touch you 
eternally and contaminate some 
of the joy of heaven? If some-
one’s love can hold you for all 
eternity, can someone’s hatred 
do the same?

This is not an easy question. 
Binding and loosing, as Jesus 
spoke of it, work both ways, 
with love and with hatred. We 
free each other through love and 

constrict each other through ha-
tred.  We know that from experi-
ence and, at a deep place inside 
us, intuit its gravity. That is why 
so many people seek reconcili-
ation on their deathbeds, want-
ing as their last wish not to leave 
this world unreconciled. But, 
sad fact, sometimes we do leave 
this life unreconciled, with ha-
tred following us into the grave. 
Does it also follow us into eter-
nity?

The choice is ours. If we 
meet hatred with hatred, it will 
follow us into eternity. On the 
other hand, if we, on our part, 
seek reconciliation (as much as 
is possible practically and exis-
tentially) then that hatred can no 
longer bind us; the cord will be 
broken, broken from our end. 

Leo Tolstoy once said: There 
is only one way to put an end to 
evil, and that is to do good for 
evil. We see that in Jesus. Some 
hated him, and he died like that. 
However, that hatred lost its 
power over him because he re-
fused to respond in kind. Rather, 
he returned love for hatred, un-
derstanding for misunderstand-
ing, blessing for curse, gracious-
ness for resentment, fidelity for 

rejection, and forgiveness for 
murder. But … that takes a rare, 
incredible strength.

In Gabriel Marcel’s affirma-
tion (that if we love someone 
that person can never be lost), 
there is a caveat implied, name-
ly, that the other does not will-
ingly reject our love and choose 
to move outside of it. The same 
holds true for hatred. Another 
person’s hatred holds us, but 
only if we meet it on its own 
terms, hatred for hatred. 

We cannot make someone stop 
hating us, but we can refuse to 
hate him or her and, at that mo-
ment, hatred loses its power to 
bind and punish us. Granted, this 
isn’t easy, certainly not emotion-
ally. Hatred tends to have a sick, 
devilish grip on us, paralyzing in 
us the very strength we need to 
let it go. In that case, there’s still 
another salvific thing remaining. 
God can do things for us that we 
cannot do for ourselves.

Thus, in the end, as Julian of 
Norwich teaches (and as our 
faith in God’s compassion and 
understanding lets us know) all 
will still be well, hatred not-
withstanding. — By Fr Ron                   
Rolheiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

The binding power of  hatred
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The future of synodality. 
Who and what are the driving 

forces of synodality today? 
The Pope’s stern warning to avoid 
turning synods into parliaments 
should not be interpreted as a de-
fensive attitude by the ecclesiasti-
cal institution. Rather, it should 
be seen as a realistic response to 
the current situation of the global 
Church where the parallel syno-
dality-parliamentarism is rife with 
problems. 

And it’s not just a problem in 
the Churches of the global south, 
if one considers the crisis of de-
mocracy and of democratic culture 
also among Catholics in the United 
States. Synodal Church means ec-
clesial processes that are less cen-
tred on the clergy and more open 
to the leadership role of the la-
ity, especially women. But the big 
question is — who and what are 
the driving forces of synodality? 
And the answer is complex.

What are the social alliances at 
the centre of ecclesial synodality in 
the 21st century? What classes or 
class fragments are allied with the 
Church turning to synodality? 

What sections of the Church, or 
specific actors are at the centre of 
the synodal movement? What or-
ganisations and networks? 

Something like the Central 
Committee of German Catholics, 
which — together with the bish-
ops’ conference — is at the centre 
of the “Synodal Path”, exists only 
in Germany.

What are the ruling models in 

people’s heads and where do they 
come from? How are they shaped 
by class alliances? The owning 
class, the professional managerial 
class, the technical-bureaucratic 
class, the working class, the poor?

For example, Francis is a Jesuit, 
and his idea of synodality, with 
discernment at the centre, reflects 
his Jesuit formation and identity. 

At the same time, if one looks 
at the history of the Pope’s 16th 
century religious order, it is evi-
dent that its class alliances have 
evolved from the European elites 
in the early modern period to the 
turn to social change in the post-
Vatican II period. 

It is not just an issue for the glob-
al Church far from Europe. On the 
Old Continent, the synodal experi-
ences in Germany, Italy and Ire-
land are in the context of an estab-
lished Church. The Church is still 
a pillar of those countries, even in 
the context of secularisation. But is 
synodality the beginning of a trans-
formation from pillar to a different 
form of presence? This is one of 
the reasons the purely sociologi-
cal measures used to understand 
the Church remain fundamentally 
Protestant and Anglo-American 
and, therefore inadequate to com-
prehend global Catholicism. Syn-
ods are not parliaments, and yet, 
synodality is a way of engaging 
institutional and ecclesial connec-
tions by another means. And this 
is crucially important in a time of 
anger and detachment vis-à-vis 
institutions; at a time when insti-

tutions are automatically cast as 
evil. But the future of synodality 
depends also on the ability to un-
derstand that the preparation, cel-
ebration and reception of a synod 
for the Catholic Church takes dif-
ferent shapes. It was different in an 
imperial Church (like in the early 
centuries until the Middle Ages) 
than it was in a European or colo-
nial Church (as in the early modern 
and modern period).

And it will be different in to-
day’s global Church where the 
relationship between the eccle-
sial order and the social, political 
and economic orders is made of 

many different models. Francis 
has warned repeatedly since Oc-
tober 2015 against the temptation 
to see synods as parliaments of 
the Church. Yet, the Church cur-
rently looks like a parliament with 
many voices. It’s not simply the 
projection of political ideas on the 
Church. Contemporary men and 
women are, themselves, each one 
of them, a parliament with many 
voices, as German Benedictine 
theologian Elmar Salmann said re-
cently at an important conference 
on the future of theology organ-
ised by the John Paul II Pontifi-
cal Theological Institute in Rome. 

It would be naïve to separate the 
current Catholic conversation on 
ecclesial synodality from the sen-
sibility of the homo democraticus 
– men and women steeped in the 
culture of human rights, commu-
nicative dissent and, most of all, 
egalitarianism. But this is happen-
ing in a global context where the 
connection between the Church 
and the culture of participation 
and inclusion takes a significantly 
different shape. — By Massimo                                                       
Faggioli, LCI (https://interna-
tional.la-croix.com)

l Turn to Page 10 for more

Pope Francis poses for a selfie during a gathering of youth delegates at the Pontifical International Maria Mater 
Ecclesiae College in Rome, ahead of the Synod of Bishops on young people in 2018. (CNS file photo/Vatican Media)

Whose synodality? Social alliances and 
institutional models in global Catholicism
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Asia, the hub of modern slavery
No other living beings en-

slave and abuse their own 
species, but the tragic story 

of human slavery continues una-
bated and spans both centuries and 
generations.

The world has more slaves today 
than ever before, thanks to vari-
ous state and non-state actors and 
factors that reap economic and 
non-economic benefits by forcing 
fellow humans into slavery and 
denying them freedom, dignity and 
opportunities for development. 

The British Parliament’s Slavery 
Abolition Act in 1833, and the US 
Government’s 13th amendment 
to the Constitution in 1865, were 

pivotal moments in world history. 
But slavery was never abolished in 
the true sense; it just morphed into 
various forms to plague the lives of 
millions.

Some 40 million people, or one 
in every 200 people, are languish-
ing in slavery across the globe, ac-
cording to the International Labour 
Organisation. This might well be a 
conservative figure as many forms 
of slavery are invisible and largely 
unreported. Yet the figure is more 
than three times higher than the 
roughly 13 million people captured 
and sold as slaves between the 16th 
and 19th centuries in the transat-
lantic slave trade.

About 70 percent of slaves are 
women and girls, while children 
account for 25 percent or 10 mil-
lion slaves worldwide, according 
to the global slavery index.

It is no secret that slavery is a 
highly lucrative business in the 
modern world. It generates as 
much as US$150 billion in illegal 
profits every year.

There is no universally accept-
ed definition of slavery. In broad 
terms, slavery is a condition or 
practice imposed on people against 
their will, ranging from forced la-
bour, debt bondage, forced mar-
riage and human trafficking to the 
commercial sex industry.

A labourer bonded to a brick kiln owner in Pakistan taking care of his children 
inside their mud house. (UCA News photo)

Why a large number of people in 
Asia are in slave-like conditions?

Source and destination 
of trafficking

Asia has become the world’s 
emerging economic engine 

room with powerful economies 
like China, Japan and South Korea, 
alongside rising economies like In-
dia, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Thailand and the Gulf countries.

The home of about 60 per cent of 
the global population, the Asia-Pa-
cific region is also the largest hub 

of slavery. It accounts for about 
24.9 million men, women and chil-
dren living in slavery, according to 
Walk Free Foundation.

Most of the 10 countries with the 
highest levels of modern-day slav-
ery are in Asia. 

China, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Nigeria, North Korea, Pakistan, the 

Philippines and Russia account for 
more than half of the world’s popu-
lation and comprise 60 percent of 
modern-day slaves.

Why does the Asia-Pacific have 
such large numbers of people in 
slavery or slave-like conditions?

Endemic poverty, unsafe migra-
tion, weak governance and abuse 
of cultural practices are all blamed 
for fuelling slavery in Asian na-
tions. But a major driving force is 
the lack of anti-slavery legislation 
in many countries, which means 
one cannot be prosecuted or pun-
ished in a criminal court for putting 
another human being into slavery.

Some 94 out 193 member states 
didn’t pass laws prohibiting slavery 
despite the 1948 United Nations 
Universal Declaration on Human 
Rights, which calls on member 
states to abolish slavery. Most of 
these countries are in Asia.

Most Asian nations have anti-
trafficking and labour laws but 
such legislation does not neces-
sarily address slavery. Discrimina-
tory social and cultural practices in 
many of these countries have vali-
dated slavery in the public psyche.

Asia is both a source and a des-
tination of human trafficking, 

one of the many forms of slavery.
Global supply chains for agricul-

ture, construction, fishing, cloth-
ing, fashion, beauty and the sex 
industry are feeding grounds for 
trafficking. The global sex industry 
has some 4.5 million women and 
girls trapped in perpetual slavery, 
and about two-thirds of them are in 
the Asia-Pacific.

Every year, tens of thousands of 
poor young girls and women from 
relatively impoverished regions 
like South Asia are trafficked and 
sold into the sex industry in well-
off countries in Southeast Asia, 
East Asia, the Middle East and 
even Europe.

Sex trafficking can often be in-
sidious as the victims are coerced 
and trafficked from poorer districts 
by organized crime syndicates and 
forced into commercial sex ser-
vices in wealthy areas. From the 
Philippines, Thailand, Cambodia, 
Laos, Vietnam and Indonesia to 
Myanmar, China and India, many 
young girls and women end up as 
sex slaves in glittering bars, broth-
els and other facilities, both in their 
home countries and abroad.

Other forms might vary from 
country to country in Asia but 
modern-day slavery can be cat-
egorised into child slavery, forced 
labour, bonded labour, forced mar-

riage and descent-based or ances-
tral slavery — handed down from 
ancestors.    

India is home to the largest num-
bers of slaves, ranging from 14 to 
18 million, with women and girls 
making up the majority. The nation 
of more than 1.3 billion is a major 
source country for sex trafficking 
to Southeast and East Asia and a 
prime destination of sex trafficking 
from other South Asian countries. 
According to a 2017 study, India 
has around 16 million sex workers 
and about 37 per cent are minors.

Sex slavery is common in other 
South Asian countries like Paki-
stan, Bangladesh and Nepal. Pros-
titution is technically illegal in reli-
giously conservative Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, but they have brothels 
with most workers being victims of 
sex trafficking, forced and unequal 
child marriages, rape and sexual 
abuse, and a handful inherited the 
profession from their mothers who 
lived and died in brothels.

Decades of a one-child policy 
created a massive gender imbal-
ance in China and many young 
women from Asian countries are 
trafficked to the communist state 
in the guise of marriage where 
they are treated as sex slaves, not 
to mention those trafficked into the 
sex industry.

 Continue to page 14

An Indian bonded child labourer crying during a raid and rescue operation in 
New Delhi. (UCA News photo)
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UNICEF: South Asia’s pandemic surge threatens lives of children, mothers
The United Nations Children’s 

fund (UNICEF) has raised 
alarm over South Asia’s fragile 
healthcare system which has been 
devastated by massive waves of 
COVID-19 infections, which could 
claim many more lives than last 
year.  UNICEF regional director for 
South Asia, George Laryea-Adjei 
called for urgent action and funds to 
save the lives of hundreds of thou-
sands of children and mothers in the 
densely populated region who are 
missing out on routine life-saving 
healthcare. 

Speaking at a video press confer-
ence from the Nepali capital, Kath-
mandu, Laryea-Adjei described just 
how desperate the situation is in the 
region, stressing, “We simply can-
not let this happen.”

“The scenes we are witnessing in 
South Asia are unlike anything our 
region has seen before,” he said, 
noting he has seen patients’ fami-
lies carrying oxygen cylinders into 
hospitals, “risking their own lives in 
hopes of saving a loved one”.  

Exhausted health personnel 
working up to sixteen hours a day 
are unable to pay individual atten-
tion to every patient under their 
care, he said, warning of  “a real 

possibility of the fragile health sys-
tems collapsing”.

Home to 2 billion people and 
a quarter of the world’s children, 
South Asia now accounts for half 
the world’s COVID-19 infections, 
the UNICEF regional director 
pointed out.  Over three new infec-
tions are being recorded every sec-
ond in the region and one person is 

dying every 17 seconds. “The sheer 
scale and speed of this new surge of 
COVID-19 are outstripping coun-
tries’ abilities to provide life-saving 
treatment,” Laryea-Adjei said.

India registered 4,529 deaths on 
May 19, the highest number on a 
single day in the history of COV-
ID-19, he said. In Nepal, the infec-
tion rate is as high as 47 per cent. Sri 

Lanka, where 88 per cent of hospi-
tal beds are occupied, is hitting new 
highs in fresh cases and deaths.  In 
the Maldives, the health system is 
under severe strain due to an un-
precedented peak in cases, particu-
larly in the capital, Malé. “Bang-
ladesh, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and 
Bhutan could all face similar devas-
tating surges,” UNICEF said.

“We need to act fast to save lives 
now,” Laryea-Adjei said, adding 
“we also need to do everything 
within our power to keep the criti-
cal health care services that children 
and mothers so heavily rely on run-
ning.”

He pointed out that due to the 
pandemic, “an estimated 228,000 
children and 11,000 mothers across 
South Asia died due to severe dis-
ruptions to essential health services, 
such as routine immunisation, care 
during pregnancy and childbirth, 
and treatment for pneumonia and 
malnutrition.”  

With the second wave four times 
the size of the first, he warned of 
a likelihood of “a severe spike in 
child and maternal deaths in South 
Asia”. 

“We simply cannot let this hap-
pen,” he urged.

Laryea-Adjei said his agency has 
been working tirelessly to scale up 
the response by providing critical 
lifesaving supplies such as oxygen 
concentrators, testing kits, pulse 
oxi-metres, oxygen monitors, ven-
tilators and masks.  

“But much more support is need-
ed,” he said, adding UNICEF needs 
$164 million for the urgent delivery 
of these supplies. He said this will 
help bolster the healthcare systems 
of South Asian countries not only 
now but also in the long term.

Laryea-Adjei also blamed vac-
cine inequity for fuelling the virus 
in the region. 

According to UNICEF, less than 
10 per cent of the population in In-
dia, less than eight per cent in Ne-
pal and less than five per cent in Sri 
Lanka have had an anti-COVID 
vaccine dose. 

The UNICEF official warned that 
if the high-risk populations con-
tinue to remain unvaccinated, the 
virus will continue to rage.  He said 
wealthier countries need to donate 
their excess doses to COVAX to 
the UN-led facility to ensure poor 
countries are not left behind in the 
fight against the virus. — By Robin 
Gomes, Vatican News

A health worker inoculates a woman with anti-COVID vaccine in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. (Vatican News)

Slaves, not workers

Slavery and the Church

 Continued from page 13

A common and cruel form of 
modern-day slavery in South 

Asia is debt bondage. Under this 
unlawful and humiliating system, 
men, women, children and even 
entire families are enslaved by the 
debt holder to repay debts through 
endless labour. The debt holder 
often squeezes labourers with psy-
chological pressure and physical 
violence, denies freedom of move-
ment and offers a lump-sum amount 
that is never enough for survival. A 
bonded worker remains enslaved 
until death.

Debt bondage is still prevalent in 
agriculture, brick kilns, construc-
tion sites, rice mills, embroidery 
and garment factories, stone quar-
ries and even private houses. Pa-
kistan has an estimated 2.1 million 
bonded labourers out of 3.1 million 

people living in slavery. The bonded 
labour system still exists in agricul-
ture, brick making, carpet weaving, 
mining, fishing, domestic work and 

handicraft production, where a sig-
nificant number of labourers are 
children.

Another aspect of slavery in Pa-

kistan is forced child labour. Ac-
cording to the Asian Human Rights 
Commission, some 20,000 disabled 
children are forced into begging on 
the streets by crime rackets.

About 152 million children, or 
one in every 10 children in the 
world, are forced to work against 
their will in various sectors in-
cluding hazardous industries, says 
UNICEF. Fishing industries in My-
anmar, Thailand and Indonesia have 
thousands of unpaid slave workers 
including children who are victims 
of domestic and transnational traf-
ficking. In conflict-torn countries 
like Myanmar, ethnic rebel groups 
are often accused of recruiting chil-
dren as soldiers, subjecting them 
to tough training and forcing them 
into fatal wars with the military. The 
military is also accused of using 
child soldiers.

In the Philippines, many poor 

children are used as carriers for ille-
gal drugs, largely because children 
cannot be prosecuted or punished as 
per the law of the land. Thus, chil-
dren often become collateral dam-
age in gang wars, while President 
Rodrigo Duterte’s deadly anti-drug 
war also saw the killing of children 
accused of drug trafficking.  

In tea plantation hubs in Bang-
ladesh and Sri Lanka, an extreme 
form of ancestral slavery has been 
highly prevalent since British rule 
when commercial tea cultivation 
started. The British tea planters 
brought in thousands of poor la-
bourers from British India by coerc-
ing them with better jobs and lives.

Tea workers get a very low daily 
wage for long back-breaking hours 
— 500 rupees (US$2.50) in Sri 
Lanka and 120 taka (US$1.4) in 
Bangladesh, which are among the 
lowest in the world.

Catholic and Protestant Churches 
including church-based social 

action organisations like Caritas, 
have joined with rights groups and 
the government in the battle against 
slavery in the past decades.

The Church’s efforts mostly ad-
dressed human trafficking, which 
Pope Francis described as a crime 
against humanity. Other forms of 
slavery the Church is tackling are 
bonded labour, child labour and ex-
ploitation of migrant workers in rural 
and urban areas.

Among the major global and re-
gional Catholic anti-trafficking alli-
ances are the International Catholic 
Migration Commission (ICMC) and 
Talitha Kum, a Vatican-sponsored 
internal anti-trafficking network. The 
groups have linked with the Catholic 

Church and charities in Asia to tack-
le trafficking through campaigns of 
prayer, prevention, protection, pros-
ecution, policy and partnership.

The Anglican Alliance is another 
major anti-trafficking body of Prot-
estant churches covering the Asia-
Pacific region.

Despite such forums and activities, 
the Church’s efforts in tackling mod-
ern-day slavery in Asia have yielded 
little fruit, largely because Christians 
are a minority in most parts of Asia 
and the Church’s organisational 
strength is too small compared to the 
overwhelming number of people liv-
ing in slavery.

Yet, the Church and church groups 
must make anti-slavery campaigns a 
priority to make people aware of and 
vocal against all forms of modern-

day slavery.
Governments must stop turning a 

blind eye to slavery and must put in 
place necessary mechanisms, includ-
ing legislation to eradicate practices 
that enslave people.

It might be too much to expect 
businesses that reap profits from 
slave labour to willingly let it go. 
But consumers can play a role. They 
should be made aware of how global 
supply chains keep enslaving people 
and boycott businesses where slaves 
make clothes and food, catch fish or 
offer services.

As long as slavery exists in the 
world and unfortunate people remain 
trapped in the vicious cycle, we too 
are complicit in this crime against 
humanity. — By Rock Ronald             
Rozario, ucanews.com
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Dear Children,

This Sunday, we 
are celebrating 
the feast of the 
Holy Trinity.
"Trinity” means 

"three" and tells 
us that there are 
three Persons in 
God. There is only 
one God, but God is a relationship of the 
Father, the Son (Jesus) and the Holy 
Spirit.
Each of the Persons in the Holy Trin-

ity is really God, so the Father is really 
God, and Jesus is really God, and the Holy 
Spirit is really God. 
But they are not all the  same Person. 

Each of the Persons in the Holy Trinity is 
also equal to all others.
So, the Father is not greater than the 

Son or the Holy Spirit, they are all equal.
Sometimes we can understand the Holy 

Trinity as if it were like a family. 
Each of the persons is different, but 

the family wouldn’t really exist if any one 
of them were missing. The Holy Trinity is 
also a relationship of love.
Because God is so full of love, He want-

ed to share it with others, so that is why 
He made us! When we live the way that 
God wants us to, we are joining in the life 
of the Holy Trinity. Isn’t that amazing?

Love
Aunty Eliz

Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 
His greatness no one can fathom (Psalm 145:3) 

Can you spot SEVEN differences between the pictures below? 

The shamrock or clover can be used to 
represent the Blessed Trinity, 

one God in three Persons. Look in the mirror 
to find a prayer to the Trinity.

What does the word “Trinity” say about God?
Use the code to find out!
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VATICAN: The Dicastery for Laity, 
Family and Life held a press confer-
ence to present some Pastoral Guide-

lines for the Celebration of World Youth Day 
in the Particular Churches.

The guidelines, according to the Dicastery, 
are “intended to be a resource that presents the 
ideal motivations and possible practical imple-
mentations that will allow a diocesan/eparchial 
WYD to be an opportunity to bring out the po-
tential for good that is in each young person, 
with their generosity, thirst for authentic values 
and great ideals.”

The event, streamed live from the Holy See 
Press office, featured several speakers includ-
ing Fr Alexandre Awi Mello and Fr João Cha-
gas, the Secretary and head of the Youth office 
of the Dicastery respectively, among others.

World Youth Day
The international celebrations of World Youth 
Day (WYD) are held every three years in a 
different country, with the participation of the 
Holy Father. The ordinary celebration of the 
event, on the other hand, takes place annually 
in the particular Churches that undertake the 
organisation of the observance.

Every year, ahead of the celebrations, the 
Holy Father publishes a Message intended 
to “accompany the journey of the universal 
Church with young people.”

In particular Churches
The document highlights that celebrating 
WYD in particular churches has great signifi-
cance for young people and the local ecclesial 
community because some cannot participate at 
the international level due to studies, work or 
financial difficulties. In this regard, celebrating 
locally “serves to raise awareness among the 
ecclesial community as a whole − laity, priests, 
consecrated persons, families, adults and the 
elderly – of their mission to transmit the faith 
to the younger generations.”

Celebrated on Solemnity 
of Christ the King

On November 22, 2020 – the Solemnity of 
Christ the King, Pope Francis called for a re-
launch of the celebration of WYD in the par-
ticular Churches. The Pope announced that the 
celebration, traditionally held on Palm Sunday, 
will now be held on the Sunday of the Solem-
nity of Christ the King, starting from 2021.

Tracing a link between these two liturgical 
celebrations, the document notes that on Palm 
Sunday, the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem is 
that of a “king, gentle and riding on a donkey” 
(Mt 21:5) and acclaimed as Messiah by the 
crowd: “Hosanna to the son of David! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” The 
evangelist Luke even adds the title “King” to 

the crowd’s acclamation, emphasizing that the 
Messiah is also King (Lk 19:38).

WYD – festival of faith
The Pastoral guidelines explored six corner-
stones that are to be at the heart of the WYD.

“WYD offers young people a lively and 
joyful experience of faith and communion, a 
space to experience the beauty of the face of 
God.”  Since at the heart of a life of faith is 
our encounter with Jesus, every WYD should 
“resound with the invitation for each young 
person to meet Christ and enter into a personal 
dialogue with him,” the guidelines note.

In this regard, the programme of the interna-
tional WYD can inspire the local celebration, 
where it can be creatively adapted to include 
particular attention to “moments of silent ado-
ration of the Eucharist as an act of faith par ex-
cellence, and to penitential liturgies as a special 
place of encounter with God’s mercy.”

Experience of Church
The guidelines stress that WYD be an occa-
sion for “young people to experience ecclesial 
communion and to grow in their awareness of 
being an integral part of the Church.”

To achieve this, the first way to involve 
young people is to “listen to them” and find 
“appropriate times and ways for the voices of 
young people to be heard within the existing 
structures of communion: diocesan/eparchial 
and inter-diocesan/eparchial councils, presby-
teral councils, local councils of bishops.”

There should also be room for the various 
charisms present in the jurisdiction alongside 
the young people for a more participatory and 
co-responsible Church where no one is ex-
cluded or exclude themselves. “In this way, 
it will be possible to gather and coordinate all 
the dynamic forces of the particular Church, as 
well as to reawaken those that are dormant,” 
the document notes.

At the same time, “the presence of the lo-
cal Bishop and his willingness to be among the 

young people show them a clear sign of love 
and closeness” in the pastoral style of proxim-
ity encouraged by Pope Francis.

Missionary experience
WYD at the international level has proved to 
be an excellent opportunity for young people 
to have a missionary experience, the guidelines 
note.

On this, it stresses that this must also be the 
case for diocesan/eparchial Youth Days, where 
missions can be organised which encourage 
young people to visit people in their homes, 
carrying “a message of hope, a word of com-
fort or simply being willing to listen.” Their 
enthusiasm can also be harnessed to “allow 
them to lead occasions of public evangelisation 
with songs, prayer and testimonies. They can 
go to streets and squares in the city where their 
peers meet, because young people are the best 
evangelisers of young people.”

“Their very presence and their joyful faith al-
ready constitute a “living proclamation” of the 
Good News that attracts other young people,” 
the guidelines say, adding that “in this way, 
young people are offered the chance to become 
‘protagonists of the revolution of charity and 
service, capable of resisting the pathologies of 
consumerism and superficial individualism’.”

Vocational discernment 
and call to holiness

The guidelines also encourage priority for the 
vocation dimension of the WYD, which aims 
to help young people “understand that their 
whole life is placed before God who loves 
them and calls them.”

When they have come to terms with these 
“fundamental vocations” within the broader 
“vocational horizons”, young people can be 
proposed “the choice that must be made of a 
state of life, one that is in accord with the call 
that God is addressing to each of them in-
dividually, whether it be to the priesthood or 
the consecrated life, including in the monastic 

form, or marriage and family.”
In this regard, seminarians, consecrated per-

sons, married couples and families can be of 
help and, “by their presence and witness, they 
can help to prompt young people to ask the 
right vocational questions and to desire to set 
out in search of the “great plan” that God has 
in mind for them.

Meanwhile, “every vocational choice must 
have at its heart, the even more profound call to 
holiness. WYD must resonate in young people 
the call to holiness as the true path to happiness 
and self-fulfilment,” the guidelines insist.

Experience of pilgrimage
The pastoral guidelines also recommend that 
diocesan/eparchial WYD celebrations can pro-
pose specific ways for young people to have 
real pilgrimage experiences – ones that encour-
age them to “leave their homes and set out on a 
journey, and on the way they are introduced to 
the sweat and toil of the journey, the fatigue of 
the body and the joy of the spirit.”

“All this is of vital importance at the present 
time because many young people risk isolating 
themselves in virtual unreal worlds, far from 
the dusty roads and streets of the world,” the 
document notes, adding that “it is often through 
pilgrimage together that we make new friends, 
and we experience the excitement of sharing 
the same ideals as we look together towards a 
common goal with mutual support in difficul-
ties and the joy of sharing the little we have.”

WYD is, therefore, a great opportunity for 
younger generations “to explore local shrines 
and other significant places of popular piety” 
bearing in mind that “various manifestations 
of popular piety, especially pilgrimages, attract 
young people who do not readily feel at home 
in ecclesial structures, and represent a concrete 
sign of their trust in God.”

Universal fraternity
While emphasising the importance of involv-
ing young people in all steps of the pastoral 
planning for the WYD, the guidelines note that 
‘the testimony and experience of young people 
who have previously taken part in an interna-
tional WYD deserve to be highlighted in the 
preparation of the diocesan/eparchial event.”

The guidelines encourage dioceses and epar-
chies to “ensure that young people who are less 
present and less active in established pastoral 
structures do not feel excluded” so that they 
feel “expected and welcome, each one in their 
individual uniqueness and human and spiritual 
potential.”

In this way, “the diocesan/eparchial event 
can be a very good opportunity to motivate and 
welcome all those young people who may be 
looking for their place in the Church and who 
have not yet found it.” — Vatican News

Guidelines for diocesan 
WYD celebrations
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JOHOR: MJCC Online Hangout, a 
monthly virtual campus gathering for 
the Diocese of Malacca Johore, was held 
on February 24 with the theme Discern-
ment. Overall, it was truly a reflective, 
fruitful and emotional session for me. I 

pondered on so many things, “What will 
I become in the next 10 years? Is the path 
I’m taking now the right one for me?” I 
began to reflect on questions that I have 
dodged all this while because of my anxi-
ety. But after the session, I felt more as-

sured and hopeful.
What struck me most during the gather-

ing was the practical tips for discernment, 
guided by Dr. Joanne Wee, an alumnus 
from UTM, JB. I learnt that I should be 
faithful and trust in God’s plan for me 
even if it seems unclear. Discernment can 
be a long-term process, which is why it is 
important that we do not put any limits to 
how God should speak or work with us. 

The programme was led by the 
MJDYPN team, who have done a superb 
job in consistently organising the online 
hangout throughout the pandemic. The 
hangout also included a praise and wor-
ship session that was very special and 
emotional for me because I longed for 
such a moment to be shared with my fel-
low brothers and sisters in Christ.

Lastly, I look forward to join more simi-
lar programmes as they really help young 
adults spiritually and mentally. — By 
Darren Alfio, CSS GIFT UTMJB

KUCHING: Merriam-Webster defines 
HEARING as the “process, function or 
power of perceiving sound; specifically: the 
special sense by which noise and tones are 
received as stimuli.” In other words, hear-
ing is a lot like collecting data, rather simple 
but often insufficient. Particularly within the 
context of human communication, where 
being ‘seen’ or understood is often more im-
portant and significant as compared to just 
being heard, listening, real intentional listen-
ing, means “to pay attention to sound; to hear 
something with thoughtful attention, and to 
give consideration.”

His Holiness, Pope Francis, during his 
keynote address to the first plenary of the 
Synod on Young People, the Faith and Voca-
tional Discernment in October 2018, high-
lighted how important it is to LISTEN. He 
recalled that the preparation for the Synod 
highlighted the fact that “the Church needs to 
listen, including to those young people who 
often do not feel understood by the Church 
in their originality and therefore not accepted 
for who they really are and sometimes even 
rejected.” He added that, “a Church that does 
not listen... cannot be credible, especially for 
the young, who will inevitably turn away 
rather than approach.”

The KAYC (Kuching Archdiocese Youth 
Commission) sought to do precisely that — 
to listen, not just to hear. Thus, they organ-
ised a programme “tiktokTHINKTALK”. It 
was an evening of dialogue with young peo-
ple, of sharing and listening to one another, 
in order to journey with our young people 
more closely and deliberately, to improve 
our youth ministry and contribute to a better  
Church, a better world.  

The first THINKTALK session was held 
on a Friday evening (April 30) via Zoom, 
with a total of 14 youth and young adult par-
ticipants from the different parishes within 
the Archdiocese of Kuching, namely, Bless-
ed Sacrament Church (BDC), Holy Spirit 
Church (Lundu), Sacred Heart Church (7th 

Mile), St Joseph Cathedral (Kuching), St 
Jude Church (Bunan Gega), St Mark Church 
(Batu Kawa), and Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Chapel (Bintawa).  

The session was facilitated by the youth 
ministers of the KAYC Secretariat. They 
focussed on listening to feedback, opinions 
and suggestions on their thoughts, feelings 
and views from the young participants on 
their concerns about the way the Catholic 
church in Kuching through the Youth Com-
mission responds and ministers. They also 
discussed the upcoming projects and pro-
grammes of KAYC, some of which included 
an online youth servant-leadership forma-
tion (to be held in the latter half of 2021) and 
an archdiocesan-level youth survey.

Programmes for the Youth
KAYC will be having an online forma-
tion for young people which focuses on the 
meaning and living of servanthood and lead-
ership as active young Catholics. They feel 
that the youth are now struggling to find ful-
filment and meaningful relationships in their 
lives, in their faith, and in their service in the 
Church.

The stewards, KAYC servant-leaders 
from the various Parish Youth Ministries, 
Youth Groups and Young Adult Ministries 
of the Kuching Archdiocese, feel this forma-
tion is necessary and timely. The stewards 
met a number of times in 2020 to discuss and 
identify the relevant issues and needs of the 
Catholic youth of the Archdiocese.

The second programme, the youth sur-
vey,  Getting To Know Youth, aims to engage 
more and more Catholic youth get to know 

themselves more deeply and for the youth 
ministers to get to know them better. KAYC 
will collect updated information on the de-
mographics, personal interests, Church life, 
problems and aspirations of our youth form  
all over the Archdiocese, from both the 
city and the outstation parish communities. 
KAYC wants to hear not just from the lead-
ers but from the youth themselves, from the 
grassroots. Data provided by this survey will 
provide a reliable basis for making plans, 
programmes and procedures for youth min-
istry projects, all for the good and growth of 
our young Catholics. 

Participants of THINKTALK had a dis-
cussion on these programmes. They shared 
their feedback, spoke about some missing el-
ements, how relevant these programmes are, 
and more. After an hour of reciprocal listen-
ing and sharing, the session ended with both 
the young representatives from the different 
parishes and the KAYC youth ministers feel-
ing better connected and better understood. 
Living out the words of Pope Francis, “Hu-
mility in listening must correspond to cour-
age in speaking. If you say something I do 
not like, I have to listen even more, because 
everyone has the right to be heard, just as 
everyone has the right to speak.” 

In this challenging and colourful world 
of youth ministry, be one with us. Look out 
for news and information on how you can 
be part of the online Servant Leadership For-
mation for young people and of the Youth 
Survey by following the Kuching Archdioc-
esan Youth Commission at their Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/kchyouthcom. 
— By Julian Christian Sim

Discernment for Student by Dr Joanne Wee.

Youths and young adult have dialogue session via Zoom.

Discerning and trusting God’s plan for me

KAYC seeks to listen to 
the needs of the youth

KUCHING: Emily Chai Pei Xuan, 17, a student at 
St Joseph’s International School, received the “Top 
in the World” Award for the International General 
Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) exam-
ination in Mathematics on May 5. Emily outshone 
close to one million candidates globally, to earn 
herself this prestigious award.

“Last year was indeed a challenging year due to 
the pandemic. Not only did we have to adjust to 
online classes and prepare for our IGCSE exams, 
but we also had to adapt to a new lifestyle. There-
fore, I am earnestly grateful to be presented with 
this award as it helps to strengthen my passion for 
Mathematics. I would like to sincerely thank my 
parents, teachers and friends for their support and 
guidance throughout the years. Their encourage-
ment has made me firmer in pursuing my dreams. I 
believe that dreams do come true when you put in 
effort and enjoy what you are doing” she said.

Her Mathematics teacher, Ms Gladys De Rozario 
said, “it has been a great pleasure teaching the first 
batch of IGCSE candidates from SJIS and I could 
not be any prouder to know that Emily has won 
the award. We have been through a lot together 
including teaching and learning in a new norm. I 
am impressed at how quickly we could adapt to 
the situation, and eventually making teaching and 
learning effective. Emily is a girl who stands out in 
the crowd as she would always be the first one to 
complete any work assigned in the class. She would 
also take extra initiative to learn Mathematics out-
side of the lesson times. She is very inquisitive and 
diligent, and has proven that all her hard work pays 
off. Well done!”

Besides excelling in her studies, Emily is also 
active in extra-curricular activities and voluntary 
work. These are commendable factors and have 
contributed towards her winning and receiving the 
highly esteemed Harvard Prize Book Award for the 
year 2020.

“I am glad that SJIS has been able to produce 
a top in the world student from our first batch of 
IGCSE students. Many thanks to our teachers and 
Emily for their hard work despite the challenging 
situation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Emi-
ly embodies the school motto, Ora Et Labora. She 
also committed to work for differently able persons 
who need extra care and help from our society. Her 
achievement will inspire our teachers to continue 
grooming students to be responsible citizens who 
will also work for the betterment of our society,” 
said Bro Robert Teoh, FMS, Principal of SJIS

Emily is currently taking the Cambridge A-Level 
programme. As for her future plans, Emily is pas-
sionate in pursuing a career in the education sector. 
No matter what Emily’s future entails, we wish her 
all the best and all the success in life. — Today’s 
Catholic

Emily Chai Pei Xuan (right) of Year 11 also received 
the Harvard Prize Book Award 2020. She is seen 
here receiving her Award from Miss Mildred Voon 
(Harvard Club of Malaysia) in the presence of 
Br Robert Teoh, FMS (SJIS Principal). (Today’s 
Catholic Photo/St Joseph’s International School)

Malaysian is 
IGCSE ‘Top in 
the World’ 

Award Recipient

https://www.facebook.com/kchyouthcom
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BAC Ninh, Vietnam: A group of Vietnamese 
women, whose husbands have died or who 
work far from home, have devoted themselves 
to burying the foetuses of babies resulting from 
abortions or miscarriages.

The women, from Nam Vien parish in Tien 
Du district neighbouring the northern city of 
Bac Ninh, provide a service that other married 
women who are busy looking after their hus-
bands and children cannot be involved in.

At night they have to work at full stretch. When 
they receive calls from people in need, they will 
immediately travel 100 kilometres from home to 
visit pregnant women in spite of chilly or rainy 
weather. They do not miss any call even when 
they are tired from their own work.

In the dead of night, a female doctor from a lo-
cal hospital phoned Mary Pham Thi Hoai, one of 
the members, asking her group to help a young 
mother who gave premature birth to a baby who 
died after being placed in an incubator for 10 
days. The baby’s father, with a low weak voice, 
also appealed to the group to bury his newborn 
baby.

Hoai, accompanied by another group mem-
ber, immediately left for the hospital. Hoai said 
the young mother, whose eyes were blinded by 
helpless tears, said their house was far away and 
they could not afford to take their baby to their 
home for burial. They wanted her group to bury 
their baby at a local church-run cemetery for 
foetuses.

The husband received the body of the baby 
from the doctor, held it in his arms and walked 
towards the hospital gates, while Hoai carried 
their luggage and led his wife out of the hospi-
tal. Both sobbed loudly after he gave the baby 
to their helpers, who could not hold back their 
floods of tears.

Hoai invited the grieving couple to spend the 

chilly night at her house after finding that they 
had no place to stay as their boarding house was 
closed. She called a taxi and gave the baby to 
them. Hoai rode a motorbike, following the taxi 
driving them to her home.

The women prayed for the baby, especially 
for the couple to overcome their  loss, soon after 
dressing the baby in white clothes and placing it 
in a box. They spent a sleepless, cold night with 
the couple and the baby.

Hoai said she burst into tears after being told 
that the blue-collar couple live in poverty and the 
mother, a factory worker, had to return to work 
just two days after she gave birth. Their employ-
ers did not even want them to have time off after 
their baby’s death.

“That is our service. We wish all women who 
have unwanted pregnancies, run into financial 
difficulties in giving birth or even have babies 
die for whatever reason, to contact us and get our 
help. We never hesitate about challenges but are 
at their service around the clock,” Hoai said.

The enthusiastic volunteer said one time she 
was woken early on a winter morning by a call 
from a doctor who asked her to fetch an aborted 
foetus from a hospital that was a 30-minute mo-
torbike ride from her house.

“My heart was broken and my eyes were 
blinded by burning tears so that I could not bathe 
and dress the months-old baby, whose sad eyes 
seemed to look at me and mouth seemed to call 
me,” she said, adding that the poor baby was 
deprived of motherly love and warmth when he 
was still in his mother’s womb.

Hoai and other members kindly volunteer to 
be mothers of poor babies when they call their 
names before putting them in the ground.

The church cemetery has become home to 
12,000 babies since the first ones were buried 
five years ago. The cemetery looks like a city of 

silence where mass graves lie between love and 
selfishness, and sweet love and bitter sorrow.

The volunteer mothers believe that the unborn 
babies are happy when they visit, light candles 
on their graves, say prayers for them and sing the 
song of peace in the bright moonlight at night. 
The babies never have cries at birth, see sunlight 
or call their parents. They should have been held 

in their fathers’ arms, raised on their mothers’ 
breast milk and enjoyed a happy childhood like 
other normal babies. — By Dominic Tran Van 
Tan, SJ, ucanews.com

l This article was summarised and translated 
by a UCA News reporter from a Vietnamese 
article published on giaophanbacninh.org

Cemetery of sorrow: Catholics care for 
babies who never lived
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Catholics pray for aborted foetuses from hospitals before they are buried. (UCA News photo/
giaophanbacninh.org)
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The Visitation of  the 
Blessed Virgin Mary
Assuming that the Annunciation and 

the Incarnation took place around the 
time of the vernal equinox, Mary left 

Nazareth at the end of March and went over 
the mountains to Hebron, south of Jerusalem, 
to wait upon her cousin Elizabeth. Mary’s 
presence, and even more the presence of the 
Divine Child in her womb, according to the 
will of God, were to be the source of very great 
graces to the Blessed John, Christ’s Forerun-
ner. (Lk1:39-57).

Feeling the presence of his Divine Saviour, 
John, upon the arrival of Mary, leaped for joy 
in the womb of his mother; at that moment he 
was cleansed from original sin and filled with 
the grace of God. Our Lady now, for the first 
time, exercised the office which belonged to 
the Mother of God made man: that He might, 
by her mediation, sanctify and glorify us. St 
Joseph probably accompanied Mary, returned 
to Nazareth, and when, after three months, he 
came again to Hebron to take his wife home, 
the apparition of the angel, mentioned in Mt 
1:19-25, may have taken place to end the tor-
menting doubts of Joseph regarding Mary's 
maternity.

The earliest evidence of the existence of the 
feast is its adoption by the Franciscan Chapter 
in 1263, upon the advice of St Bonaventure. 
The list of feasts in the Statuta Synodalia eccl. 

Cenomanensis, according to which this feast 
was kept on July 2 at Le Mans in 1247, may 
not be genuine. With the Franciscan Brev-
iary, this feast spread to many churches, but 
was celebrated at various dates at Prague and 
Ratisbon April 28, in Paris June 27, and at 
Reims and Geneva on July 8. It was extended 
to the entire Church by Urban VI on April 6, 

1389 (Decree published by Boniface IX, 9 
Nov., 1389), with the hope that Christ and His 
Mother would visit the Church and put an end 
to the Great Schism which rent the seamless 
garment of Christ.

The feast, with a vigil and an octave, was 
assigned to July 2, the day after the octave of 
St John, about the time when Mary returned 
to Nazareth. The Office was drawn up by an 
Englishman, Adam Cardinal Easton, Benedic-
tine monk and Bishop of Lincoln. Dreves pub-
lished this rhythmical office with nine other 
offices for the same feast, found in the Brev-
iaries of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.

Since, during the Schism, many bishops of 
the opposing obedience would not adopt the 
new feast, it was confirmed by the Council of 
Basle, in 1441. Pius V abolished the rhythmi-
cal office, the vigil, and the octave. The pre-
sent office was compiled by order of Clement 
VIII by the Minorite Ruiz. Pius IX, on May 
13, 1850, raised the feast to the rank of a dou-
ble of the second class.

Many religious orders — the Carmelites, 
Dominicans, Cistercians, Mercedarians, Ser-
vites, and others — as well as Siena, Pisa, 
Loreto, Vercelli, Cologne and other dioceses, 
have retained the octave. In Bohemia the feast 
is kept on the first Sunday of July as a double 
of the first class with an octave. — CNA

On June 2, the Catholic Church remembers 
two fourth-century martyrs, Saints Mar-

cellinus and Peter, who were highly venerated 
after the discovery of their tomb and the con-
version of their executioner.

Although the biographical details of the two 
martyrs are largely unknown, it is known that 
they lived and died during the reign of the 
Roman Emperor Diocletian. In 302, the rul-
er changed his tolerant stance and pursued a 
policy intended to eliminate the Church from 
the empire.

Diocletian and his subordinate ordered the 
burning of Catholic churches and their sacred 
texts, as well as the imprisonment and tor-
ture of clergy and laypersons. The goal was 
to force Christians to submit to the Roman 
pagan religion, including the worship of the 
emperor himself as divine.

It was at the mid-point of this persecution, 
around 303, that a Roman exorcist by the 
name of Peter was imprisoned for his faith. 
While in prison, tradition holds that Peter 
freed Paulina, the daughter of the prison-
keeper Artemius, from demonic influence by 
his prayers.

This demonstration of Christ’s power over 
demons is said to have brought about the con-
version of Paulina, Artemius, his wife, and the 

entire household, all of whom were baptised 
by the Roman priest Marcellinus.

After this, both Marcellinus and Peter were 
called before a judge who was determined 
to enforce the emperor’s decree against the 
Church. When Marcellinus testified coura-
geously to his faith in Christ, he was beaten, 
stripped of his clothes, and deprived of food 
in a dark cell filled with broken glass shards.

Peter, too, was returned to his confinement. 
But neither man would deny Christ, and both 
preferred death over submission to the cult of 
pagan worship.

It was arranged for the two men to be ex-
ecuted secretly, in order to prevent the faithful 
from gathering in prayer and veneration at the 
place of their burial. Their executioner forced 
them to clear away a tangle of thorns and bri-
ars, which the two men did cheerfully, accept-
ing their death with joy.

Both men were beheaded in the forest and 
buried in the clearing they had made. The 
location of the saints’ bodies remained un-
known for some time, until a devout woman 
named Lucilla received a revelation inform-
ing her where the priest and exorcist lay.

With the assistance of another woman, 
Firmina, Lucilla recovered the two saints’ 
bodies and had them re-interred in the Ro-

man Catacombs. Sts. Marcellinus and Peter 
are among the saints named in the Western 
Church’s most traditional Eucharistic prayer, 
the Roman Canon.

Pope St Damasus I, who was himself a great 
devotee of the Church’s saints during his life, 
composed an epitaph to mark the tombs of the 
two martyrs. The source of his knowledge, he 
said, was the executioner himself, who had 
subsequently repented and joined the Catholic 
Church. — CNA

Sts Marcellinus and Peter

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, May 30
(1 Corinthians 12:4-6)
There is a variety of gifts but always 
the same Spirit; there are all sorts 
of service to be done, but always to 
the same Lord; working in all sorts 
of different ways in different people, 
it is the same God who is working 
in all of them.

Monday, May 31
(Joel 2:27-28)
You will know that I am in the midst 
of Israel, that I am the Lord your 
God, with none to equal me. My 
people will not be disappointed any 
more. After this I will pour out my 
spirit on all mankind, and your sons 
and daughters will prophesy.

Tuesday, June 1
(2 Corinthians 1:3-5)
Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, a gentle Fa-
ther and the God of all consolation, 
who comforts us in all our sorrows, 
so that we can offer others, in their 
sorrows, the consolation that we 
have received from God ourselves. 
Indeed, as the sufferings of Christ 
overflow to us, so, through Christ, 
does our consolation overflow.

Wednesday, June 2
(Tobit 4:14-15,16,19)
Be careful, my child, in all you do, 
well-disciplined in all your behav-
iour. Do to no one what you would 
not want done to you. Give your 
bread to those who are hungry, and 
your clothes to those who are na-
ked. Whatever you own in plenty, 
devote a proportion to almsgiving. 
Bless the Lord God in everything; 
beg him to guide your ways and 
bring your paths and purposes to 
their end.                                                              

Thursday, June 3
(Malachi 1:11)
From farthest east to farthest west 
my name is honoured among the 
nations and everywhere a sacrifice 
of incense is offered to my name, 
and a pure offering too, since my 
name is honoured among the na-
tions, says the Lord of Hosts.

Friday, June 4
(Ephesians 4: 29-32)
Do not use harmful words in talk-
ing. Use only helpful words, the 
kind that build up and provide what 
is needed, so that what you say will 
do good to those who hear you. 
And do not make God’s Holy Spirit 
sad; for the Spirit is God’s mark 
of ownership on you, a guarantee 
that the Day will come when God 
will set you free. Get rid of all bitter-
ness, passion and anger. No more 
shouting or insults. No more hate-
ful feelings of any sort. Instead, be 
kind and tenderhearted to one an-
other, and forgive one another, as 
God has forgiven you in Christ.

Saturday, June 5
(2 Corinthians 1: 3-5)
Let us give thanks to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the merciful Father, the God from 
whom all help comes! He helps 
us in all our troubles, so that we 
are able to help those who have a 
share in Christ’s many sufferings, 
so also through Christ we share in 
is great help.

St. Boniface was very bold in his faith 
and was well known for being very good 

at using the local customs and culture of 
the day to bring people to Christ. He was 
born in Devonshire, England, in the seventh 
century. He was educated at a Benedictine 
monastery and became a monk, and was 
sent as a missionary to Germany in 719 in-
stead of becoming abbot for his monastery.

There, he destroyed idols and pagan tem-
ples, and built churches on the sites. He 
was eventually made archbishop of Mainz, 
where he reformed churches and built reli-
gious houses on those sites.

He was martyred on June 5, 754 while on 
mission in Holland, where a troop of pagans 
attacked and killed him and his 52 compan-
ions.

One story about St Boniface tells about 
when he met a tribe in Saxony that was wor-
shipping a Norse deity in the form of a huge 
oak tree. Boniface walked up to the tree, 
removed his shirt, took an ax, and without 
a word, chopped it down. Then he stood 
on the trunk, and asked: "How stands your 
mighty god? My God is stronger than he.” 
— CNA

St Boniface Patron Saint of: Germany
Feastday: June 5

Feastday: June 5
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Universal:  The World of Finance
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work 

with governments to regulate the financial sphere and 
protect citizens from its dangers.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Pope Francis launches seven-year 
Laudato Si’ action plan
VATICAN: Pope Francis on Tues-
day, May 25, launched the Vatican’s 
seven-year Laudato Si’ action plan 
to implement environmental sus-
tainability in different sectors of the 
Church, from religious orders to 
Catholic schools and hospitals.

“We need a new ecological ap-
proach that can transform our way 
of dwelling in the world, our styles 
of life, our relationship with the re-
sources of the Earth and, in general, 
our way of looking at humanity and 
of living life,” Pope Francis said in a 
video message.

The Pope marked the end of the 
year celebrating the fifth anniver-
sary of his environmental encyclical 
Laudato Si’ with the message an-
nouncing the initiative.

He said that the year would be fol-
lowed immediately by a seven-year 
plan known as the Laudato Si’ Ac-
tion Platform.

The Laudato Si’ Action Platform 
will focus on seven sectors: fami-
lies, parishes, schools, hospitals, 
businesses, organisations and reli-

gious orders.
The Pope explained that the ac-

tion plan also has seven goals: the 
response to the cry of the earth, the 
response to the cry of the poor, eco-
logical economics, adoption of sim-
pler lifestyles, ecological education, 
ecological spirituality, and commu-
nity involvement.

“Our selfishness, our indiffer-
ence and our irresponsible ways are 
threatening the future of our chil-
dren,” Pope Francis said.

“I therefore renew my appeal: let 
us take care of our mother Earth ... 
let us overcome the temptation of 
selfishness that makes us predators 
of resources, let us cultivate respect 
for the gifts of the Earth and creation, 
let us inaugurate a lifestyle and a so-
ciety that is finally eco-sustainable.”

“We have the opportunity to pre-
pare for a better tomorrow for all. 
From God’s hands we have received 
a garden, we cannot leave a desert to 
our children,” he added.

Cardinal Peter Turkson, the prefect 
for the Dicastery for Integral Human 

Development, said at a press confer-
ence May 24 that the COVID-19 
pandemic had disrupted many of the 
Vatican’s planned events, conferenc-
es, and celebrations for the Laudato 
Si’ year, but expressed gratitude to 
the parishes and associations which 
organised local events.

In particular, the Cardinal com-
mended Catholics in Bangladesh 
for planting 700,000 trees over the 
course of the past year.

Fr Joshtrom Isaac Kureethadam, 
who leads the Ecology and Crea-
tion section of the Vatican dicastery, 
stressed that the Laudato Si’ Action 
Platform can only be accomplished 
in partnership with “the synodal path 
that Pope Francis is proposing to the 
entire Church.”

“Integral ecology demands that 
we journey together on this mis-
sion,” he said.

Fr Joshtrom explained that the first 

year of the initiative will be dedicat-
ed to “drawing up concrete action 
plans” followed by “five years of 
concrete action,” with the final year 
dedicated to “praise and thank God.”

In addition to the Vatican dicast-
ery, Eco-Jesuit, the Pan-Amazonian 
Church Network (REPAM), the 
Global Catholic Climate Movement, 
the Union of Religious Superiors in 
Rome and other Catholic groups are 
involved with the organisation of the 
seven years of programming.

“On a journey that will last for 
seven years, we will let ourselves be 
guided by the seven aims of Laudato 
Si’, which will show us the direction 
while we pursue the vision of inte-
gral ecology,” Pope Francis said.

“There is hope. We can all collab-
orate, each one with his own culture 
and experience, each one with her 
own initiatives and capacities, so that 
our mother Earth may be restored to 
her original beauty and creation may 
once again shine according to God’s 
plan.” — By Courtney Mares, 
CNA

Dear Buddhist Friends,

On behalf of the Pontifical Coun-
cil for Interreligious Dialogue, I 
am writing to you on the occasion 
of the feast of Wesak to offer my 
heartfelt greetings. It is my prayer 
that this annual feast of the birth, 
enlightenment and passing away 
of Gautama Buddha may bring 
joy, serenity, and hope to the hearts 
of Buddhists throughout the world. 

The current world situation, trag-
ically marked by the COVID-19 
pandemic, challenges the follow-
ers of all religions to collaborate 
in new ways at the service of the 
human community. In his encycli-
cal Fratelli Tutti, signed in Assisi 
October 3, 2020, Pope Francis re-
iterated the urgency of a universal 
solidarity that allows humanity to 
overcome together the difficult 
crises that threaten it, because “no 
one is saved alone” (Pope Francis, 
Fratelli Tutti, 32). 

The Wesak greetings, of which 
we celebrated the 25th anniversary 
last year, have highlighted many 
of the values we hold in common 
and the wisdom that supports the 
collaboration we foster, especially 

in addressing times as hard as the 
present one. The suffering caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic has 
made us aware of our shared vul-
nerability and interdependence. 
We are called to discover and prac-
tise the solidarity enshrined in our 
respective religious traditions. As 
Pope Francis says, “ancient stories, 
full of symbolism, bear witness 
to a conviction which we today 
share, that everything is intercon-
nected, and that genuine care for 
our own lives and our relationship 
with nature is inseparable from 

fraternity, justice and faithfulness 
to others.” (Pope Francis, Message 
for the World Day of Peace, Janu-
ary 1, 2021). 

The Buddhist teaching on 
Brahma Viharas (Four Heavenly 
Abodes or Virtues) offers us a 
timeless message of solidarity and 
active care.  In speaking about 
mettā (loving kindness), it exhorts 
followers to extend boundless 
love to all. “As a mother protects 
her only child, even with her life, 
so let one cultivate immeasurable 
loving-kindness towards all living 

beings” (Mettā Sutta). As the Bud-
dha taught, practitioners are equal-
ly encouraged to “make haste in 
doing good deeds; one should re-
strain one’s mind from evil; for the 
mind of one who is slow in doing 
good tends to take delight in doing 
evil” (Dhammapada, 116).

May this dramatic situation of 
the COVID-19 pandemic strength-
en our bonds of friendship and 
further unite us in service to the 
human family, adopting “a culture 
of dialogue as the path, mutual co-
operation as the code of conduct; 
reciprocal understanding as the 
method and standard” (Pope Fran-
cis, Fratelli Tutti, 285).

Dear Buddhist friends, these are 
the thoughts that I wish to share 
with you this year. Let us look for-
ward to the future with hope and 
serenity. Happy Feast! 

Miguel Ángel Cardinal Ayuso 
Guixot, MCCJ
President

Msgr Kodithuwakku K. Indunil J.
Secretary

Buddhists and Christians: 
Promoting a Culture of Care and Solidarity  

Pope Francis celebrates the closing Mass of Amazon synod October 27, 
2019. (CNA photo/Daniel Ibáñez)

Vesak Day celebrations at the world's biggest Buddhist temple of Borobudur 
in Magelang, Central Java, Indonesia, on May 26, 2021. (Vatican News)

Wesak Day Message — May 26, 2021

VATICAN: Cardinal Miguel An-
gel Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ hopes 
that the COVID-19 pandemic will 
strengthen the bonds of friendship 
and further unite Buddhists and 
Catholics in service to the human 
family.

He said this in this year’s We-
sak Day message, Buddhists and 
Christians: Promoting a Culture of 
Care and Solidarity released by the 
Pontifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue (PCID).

This year, Wesak Day was cel-
ebrated on May 26. 

The message notes that the “cur-
rent world situation, tragically 
marked by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, challenges the followers of all re-
ligions to collaborate in new ways 
at the service of the human com-
munity”. The PCID recalls Pope 
Francis where he in his encyclical 
Fratelli tutti, reiterates the urgency 
of a universal solidarity that allows 
humanity to overcome together the 
difficult crises that threaten it, be-
cause “no one is saved alone”. 

l Please see right for 
the message in full


