
GAZA: Hostilities between 
Israel and Palestine ex-
tended into a second week 

on Monday, May 17, as Israeli air-
strikes pounded the Gaza strip af-
ter Palestinian forces fired rocket 
barrages at southern Israeli cities.

In a Twitter post early Monday, the Israeli 
military announced that its fighter jets were 
attacking “terror targets” in Gaza. The strikes 
primarily targeted Gaza City with multiple 
explosions, leaving tragic scenes of destruc-
tion in their wake.

Earlier, rockets were fired from Gaza at the 
Israeli cities of Ashkelon and Beersheba.

Currently, at least 192 people, including 
women and children, have been killed in the 
Gaza Strip since violence began a week ago. 
Ten Israelis have so far died in the conflict.

International calls for a ceasefire have 
mounted in recent days, but have failed to 
make much progress.

In a statement on Sunday, May 16, UNICEF 
Executive Director Henrietta Fore called for 
an end to the violence, emphasising that the 
only way out “is a diplomatic solution — for 
the sake of all children and for their future.”

“As the latest serious escalation in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict hits one week, 
and as the Security Council meets today 
to discuss the latest developments on the 
ground, I renew my call for an immediate 

end to the violence.”
She noted that over the past week, “at least 

55 children in the State of Palestine and 2 
children in Israel have been killed.”

At the same time, “in Gaza, schools have 
been destroyed, homes and offices have been 
flattened, and entire families have been dis-
placed,” while schools, homes and buildings 
have also been damaged in Israel.

“Violence, killing and hatred must stop,” 
Fore insisted. “International human rights and 

humanitarian law must be upheld; civilians 
and civilian infrastructure must be protected.”

Meanwhile, in New York on Sunday, UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told the 
Security Council that the UN was “actively 
engaging all sides toward an immediate 
ceasefire” and urged them “to allow me-
diation efforts to intensify and succeed.” —               
Vatican News 

l Turn to Page 14 and 18 for more

Child casualties 
increasing in Israeli-
Palestinian conflict

Palestinians evacuate a building targeted by Israeli bombardment in Gaza City on May 11, 
2021. (Vatican News photo)

The Blessed Sacrament during the Holy Hour in 
the chapel at Cardjin House.

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. For the desires of the flesh are 
against the Spirit, and the desires of 
the Spirit are against the flesh, for 
these are opposed to each other, to 
keep you from doing the things you 
want to do. But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law.

Gal. 5:16-18
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On the May 16, Pope Francis appealed 
“in the name of God” for calm amongst 

the parties in the conflict.
He lamented the deaths of dozens of 

children in the hostilities, stressing that it is 
“terrible and unacceptable,” and a “sign that 
people do not want to build the future, but to 
destroy it.” He also called for an immediate 
return to dialogue, warning that the situation 
risks degenerating into “a spiral of death and 
destruction” with wounds to “fraternity and 
peaceful coexistence.”

The Holy Father urged Israel and Palestin-
ian leaders to “walk the path of peace, with 
the help of the international community,” 
and called for prayers for Israelis and Pales-
tinians, including the victims of the conflict, 
especially the children. — Vatican News

Pope Francis’ appeal

KUALA LUMPUR: Some 1,600 faithful 
spent an hour online with the Archbishop 
of Kuala Lumpur, Most Rev Julian Leow, 
before the Blessed Sacrament, May 20.

Broadcasting from the Cardijn House 
chapel, Archbishop Leow thanked every-
one for joining him in prayer for an end to 
COVID-19 that is plaguing the world today.

“We remember the 31 days rosary mara-
thon this month where the Holy Father 
listed 31 intentions one for each day. To-
day, we pray with the Universal Church 

for pharmacists, healthcare personnel and 
frontliners who are doing their best in these 
trying times.”

He prayed for world peace and peoples in 
conflict or at war, especially in the Middle 
East and Myanmar.  

Archbishop Leow also prayed for teach-
ers, who have imparted knowledge, educat-
ed us and handed on the faith. “We pray that 
more men and women will join the teaching 
profession to build future leaders with in-
tegrity and fear of the Lord.”

As the solemnity of Pentecost is upon us, 
he prayed for the descent of the Holy Spirit 
to empower and enlighten us to be faithful 
and faith-filled disciples with the gifts and 
fruits of the Spirit.

Everyone was invited to continue pray-
ing, meditating or reciting the Rosary for 
the above intentions and personal requests, 
in the silence of their homes.

The Holy Hour ended with a benedic-
tion and the divine praises. — By Gwen                  
Manickam

Holy Hour with Archbishop Julian Leow



The cries of ordinary people have been 
flooding on WhatsApp lamenting the 
loss of incomes due to the third major 

lockdown.
Malaysia’s efforts at fighting the pandemic 

have been stymied by u-turns, poorly thought-
out measures and double standards in enforce-
ment.

Things have taken a turn for the worse since 
Parliament was suspended at the beginning of 
the year.

The suspension of Parliament and the state 
assemblies has removed a major institution of 
checks and balances in our system of separa-
tion of powers between the executive, the leg-
islature and the judiciary.

Without Parliament, there is reduced over-
sight of major government expenditures. How 
are the people to know if the government has 
spent public funds properly, that it has gone 
to the right parties without inflated costs and 
“commissions”?

There is no avenue to systematically ques-
tion the ministers about how money is being 
spent. Without Parliament, what we have is 
unaccountable leadership, a lack in transpar-
ency, the executive steering the nation accord-
ing to its whims and fancies. 

There is no one to express the people’s 
grievances in a public platform when firms 
chop down forests, when developers under-
take extensive land reclamation or evict farm-
ers and others from the land they have lived 
and worked on for generations. Elected rep-
resentatives are also unable to question the 
executive and provide feedback and input into 
new policies.

Might this also explain the flip-flops and U-
turns in guidelines, policies and even COVID 
prevention measures since Parliament was 
suspended? Without a collegial body like Par-
liament, we lose a vital avenue to improve on 
policymaking after listening to the different 
views in, at times, heated debate and discus-

sion.
True, Parliament and the state assemblies 

are not perfect. Many elected representatives 
seemed more keen on jostling for power and 
position. They seem beholden to the neoliber-
al policies which concentrate wealth in fewer 
and fewer hands. 

Of course, this is a generalisation. Some 
elected representatives are genuinely hard-
working and attend to their constituents’ 
needs without delay. They put up pro-people 
policies and speak up for the marginalised, the 
landless and the poor. 

The suspension or closure of the legislature 
allows for creeping authoritarianism and dic-
tatorship to emerge. 

Parliament used to provide an avenue for 
the people’s views to be heard through their 
elected representatives. In this way, the min-
isters attending Parliament would have a fair 
idea of what the people across the nation, 
whether in urban or rural areas, are going 
through.

But a year of lockdowns and partial lock-
downs has taken its toll on ordinary people 
who are feeling the pain. Food price rises have 
hurt the ordinary person. Small businesses, 
roadside stall holders and night-market ven-
dors have suffered as fewer customers patron-
ise their stalls. Those who depend on tourists, 
whether domestic or foreign, for their liveli-
hoods have taken a hit as well.

There is no avenue to highlight their con-
cerns and ask for corrective policies to be 
taken.

In our own spiritual tradition, often the wis-
est, most enlightened decisions are arrived at 
after a process of discernment in the collegial 
spirit.

That is why Jesus chose 12 Apostles, not 
just one. The Spirit often works through a col-
lective process. The first major challenge in 
the early Church came at the Council of Jeru-
salem around 48AD, about two decades after 
Jesus had left his earthly ministry. 

The thorny problem: what were the require-
ments for Gentiles to become Christians? 
Should they first adopt most of the Jewish tra-
dition or practices, especially circumcision, or 
could they bypass much of that? Among those 
who spoke at the Council were Peter, Paul, 
Barnabas and James, the head of the Jerusa-
lem Church. After much debate and discus-
sion, the Council decided that the Gentiles did 
not need to observe many of the Jewish ritu-
als, including circumcision, before becoming 
Christians. The Spirit must have been work-
ing through that process.

In the 1960s, Pope John XXIII convened 
the Second Vatican Council to usher in a 
breath of fresh air to the Church and to sweep 
off the cobwebs that had accumulated over the 
ages. For three years, from 1962 to 1966, over 
2,000 bishops, theologians and experts from 
around the world deliberated in a spirit of col-
legiality to chart a new path for the Church in 
the 20th Century, on the threshold of the new 
millennium.

A decade later, in 1976, a similar process of 
collective renewal was kicked off in the Ma-

laysian Church with a month-long study and 
reflection by the local clergy, known as the 
Aggiornamento.

In all these councils, the Spirit was there 
to guide the discernment and to tease out the 
finer points in the spirit of collegiality. In this 
way, the people were open to the promptings 
of the Spirit – in the same way the Apostles 
were gathered as a collective – to receive the 
Spirit on that first Pentecost.

If we apply this collegiality to a more secu-
lar context, the same openness to the views of 
others in policymaking and deliberations will 
produce much more discerning decision-mak-
ing than the dictates of one person or a small 
group lording it over others.

That is why it is such a loss when that spirit 
of collegial decision-making is lost. It is not a 
coincidence that Germany lost its soul to Na-
zism when much of its parliament building, 
the Riechstag, was set ablaze in 1933, and 
Adolf Hitler used that opportunity to consoli-
date his power. A string of basic rights were 
then abolished – freedom of speech, freedom 
of the media, freedom of assembly – while 
surveillance was enhanced. This is a salutary 
lesson for all about the threat posed by execu-
tive overreach. 

Witness also what is happening in Myan-
mar today after the military seized power in 
a coup after the recent general election and 
arrested lawmakers. Today, the country is in 
chaos as the people demand the restoration of 
democracy.

All this shows us how vital collegial deci-
sion-making is for a society or nation to pro-
gress on a more enlightened path that reflect 
the aspirations of a broad consensus. 

This kind of collegiality may be messy, 
heated arguments may erupt, but it often does 
tease out a more enlightened path for us to 
move forward. That is why we should hope 
for the early restoration of our own parliamen-
tary democracy. 

The Spirit of  collegiality
Sunday Observer

By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Today we celebrate a major solemnity in 
the Church: Pentecost. The Liturgy of 

the Hours provides very beautiful readings 
in preparation for Pentecost. I want to zero in 
on Friday’s Office of Readings. Here St Hi-
lary of Poitiers explains our need for the Holy 
Spirit. He says that, just as a fully functional 
eye cannot see unless there is light and a fully 
functional ear cannot hear unless there are 
sound vibrations, the human soul needs the 
Holy Spirit to experience God. Let me flesh 
this out a bit more.  When I was in college, I 
spent a couple of summers at a retreat camp in 
the foothills of the Catskill Mountains in New 
York. 

On days off, we often took long hikes 

through the hills until we came to a small 
opening in the ground that was the entrance to 
deep underground caves. When we climbed 
into them and kept descending we would 
eventually find that the floor of the caves was 
covered in ice. We were very careful, carry-
ing ropes and flashlights, but it was still quite 
an adventure. Deeper and deeper we would 
go, following the ice. Before we turned back, 
at the deepest point of our exploration, we 
would all shut off our flashlights. We would 
be in pitch black. Seriously, we could not see 
our hands even when we waved them in front 
of our faces. Now, our eyes were working 
fine. They were fully functional. But our eyes 
could not see without any light. So, by anal-

ogy, we can have fully functional souls, but 
the encounter with God begins with the Holy 
Spirit. That is what St. Paul meant when he 
wrote in 1 Cor 12:3, “No one can say ‘Jesus is 
Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.”

The Holy Spirit is the dynamism of God, 
the Third Person of the Trinity. This dyna-
mism, this power, was first experienced on 
Pentecost Sunday, the fiftieth day after Passo-
ver when the Jews celebrated the Festival of 
Weeks. Everything changed for the disciples 
when they experienced the descent of the 
Holy Spirit in the signs of tongues of fire and 
the sound of the wind. They finally began to 
understand the central event of mankind: the 
Christ event, the incarnation, passion, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

They left the Upper Room where they had 
been hiding from the Jewish authorities and 
began courageously proclaimed the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Scripture says that people from 
all over the world heard the disciples, now 
Apostles, speaking in their own languages. It 
was the Spirit speaking to them through the 
disciples. Scripture goes on to say that on Pen-
tecost Sunday 3,000 people became followers 
of Christ. Within a few decades, Christianity 
spread to most of the major cities of the Ro-
man Empire. Eventually it would spread to 
the entire world.

It is clear that it was the work of the Spirit, 
the dynamism of God, that was responsible 
for the miracle of evangelisation. The Apos-

tles would all die, most put to death, but noth-
ing could stop the growth of the Church. The 
Church expanded due to the Presence of the 
Holy Spirit within the Apostles and within 
those who came after them. The Church con-
tinues to grow due to the dynamism, the Pres-
ence of God working within us and through 
us. When we live our faith, the Spirit within 
us draws others to Christ. 

Living our faith means that we, like the first 
Apostles, have to have the humility to allow 
God to give us a knowledge beyond the grasp 
of the human mind. Living our faith means 
that we be willing to leave that safe place, 
our own upper rooms. Living our faith means 
trusting in the dynamism of God that is the 
Holy Spirit.

Come Holy Spirit! Give us the courage we 
need to proclaim Christ.

Come Holy Spirit! Give us the ability to 
speak to peoples’ hearts with powerful words, 
mystical words, words we might not know 
but words that come from you.

Come Holy Spirit! Be the dynamism of 
God within us.

May we be people of Pentecost. — By 
Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

Pentecost Sunday
Readings: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11;

1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13;
Gospel: John 20:19-23

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings
The Solemnity of Pentecost: Spiritual Dynamism
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MJD News Update #39Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you, dear People of God. 
In the midst of so much uncertainty, the 
Lord says: “I call you friends. I have made 
known to you everything. I chose you. 
I commissioned you to go out and bear 
fruit that will last, that glorifies the Father.”

The young are saying something. The 
young Malaysians have surprised me. A 
group of young Muslims broke fast at the 
Parliament grounds, calling for the Dewan 
Rakyat to resume. A young female  student 
confronted sexual harassment and a rape 
joke by a male PE teacher, and another 
male student and the alleged slander by the 
principal on Facebook. A noted national 
diver came forth to support her. 

Young Catholics have set up online plat-
forms for Catholic employers and busi-
nessmen, and for the jobless and project-
less to meet up. The young are comfortable 
working “outside the Church”. Their flash 
mobs and online programmes are interac-
tive and communicate a message.

Whether in the church or out there, 
young people, be the change agent. Be the 
light of hope. Try out your new and crea-
tive ideas. 

Pope Francis would say: “Contemplate. 
Discern. Propose. Do.”

1.0 A Thought for the Week:
Once there were two ants sitting on the rim 
of a cup that contained amrta, the nectar of 
immortality. As they were talking, one of 
the ants lost his balance and was about to 
fall into the cup. 

He somehow managed to get back on 
the rim. The other ant asked him, ‘Why 
don’t you want to fall into the cup? If you 
drown in this, you will become immortal.’ 
The first ant replied, ‘But I don’t want to 
drown!’

Something to think about:
There is something bigger awaiting. 

Why do we cling to what we have, when 
we know that there is a bigger life be-
yond. Is it a lack of faith? Or is it fear? 
Is ‘holding on to’ safer than ‘letting 
go’? Listen carefully: Unless a grain of 
wheat is buried in the ground, dies to the 
world, it is never any more than a grain 
of wheat. But if it is buried, it sprouts and 
reproduces itself many times over. In the 
same way, anyone who holds on to life 
just as it is, destroys that life. But if you 
let it go, even if you are reckless in your 
love, you’ll have it forever, real and eter-
nal.” (John 12:24-45) No risk, no gain.

2.0 Announcements for this Week:
2.1 National MCO lockdowns are back. 
It is set from May 12 – June 7, 2021. No 
inter-district or interstate travel without 
PDRM permit. Only three in a car. No 
dine-ins. No gatherings, no social func-
tions. No schools.

For the Rumah Ibadat Bukan Islam 
(RIBI): 20 persons per Mass or prayer 
service; confined to 6.00am-2.00pm/ 
4.00pm-10.00pm; no gathering before or 
after Masses. 

Please follow the required SOPs of the 
parishes. (If the actual capacity is 1,000 or 

more, 50 persons can be accommodated)
2.2 Wishing all Muslim brothers and 
sisters a blessed Selamat Hari Raya Ai-
dilfitri. It is a quiet, contactless Raya for 
them, and their family reunions are put 
on hold. Let us be one with them in their 
quiet Raya.
2.3 We have celebrated the Ascension 
of Our Lord. Just as Jesus reminded the 
disciples to wait in prayer for the Holy 
Spirit, again we are told to imitate the dis-
ciples and Mary. 

The Pentecost novenas and vigils are 
available online. MJD’s Mission Pastoral 
Institute has organised a nine-day Pente-
cost Novena. The Triumphal Heart of 
Mary Intercessory Prayer Group is con-
ducting the Jericho Walk for the diocese. 
All over the world, people are gathering 
in prayer for deliverance, purification 
and protection. May the Spirit of Healing 
sweep over us.

3.0 This Week’s Question & Query 
The Q asks: Do you think our Church 
is dying? 
Patriarch Athenagoras saw a “spirit-
less church”. If Ezekiel or Paul saw us 
today, probably they may describe us 
as a ‘church of dry bones’ or ‘groaning 
church’ or ‘eating church’. 

What the Church needs is the Holy 
Spirit, and Athenagoras called it the 
“Saving Spirit”, the “Vital Breath of the 
Church”. The words of Athenagoras may 
help us to judge if the Church today is dy-
ing or not.

Without the Holy Spirit,
God is far away, Christ remains in the past
The Gospel is a dead letter
The Church is a simple organisation
Authority is dominion
The missions are propaganda
The cult and liturgy no more than an evo-
cation
Christian behaviour and living, a slave 
mentality.

But in the Holy Spirit,
the cosmos is elevated, resurrected and 
grows
The groans of the birth pains of the King-
dom are heard
The risen Christ is present, the Gospel is 
the power of life
The Church means a communion
Her authority is a service, mission is a 
Pentecost
The liturgy is both renewal and anticipa-
tion
Human actions are deified
So, is the Church you see alive or dying? 
Are you Spirit-filled or Spirit-less?

Thank you for reading. Let us continue to 
build God’s Kingdom together. It is impor-
tant to keep safe and stay safe. God bless 
you all.

Bishop Bernard Paul
May 14, 2021

Click here to watch the video

MJD News Update #40Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you, dear People of God. 
We are awaiting the Promise, the Pente-
cost, the Advocate who would teach us all 
things. The upper room is a time of retreat, 
a space to be one in mind and heart and 
a contact point with the God of the New 
Creation, A New Beginning and New 
Wine. Be called. Be refreshed. Be empow-
ered. Be sent.

A week of tensions. There are warnings of 
new COVID cases, hitting the 8000 mark 
by June. The vaccination programme is 
still lagging behind. War has broken out 
between Hamas and Israel. Truth suffers 
when fake news, lies and misinformation 
dominate the free, uncontrolled social me-
dia. The Church continues to be open for 
the needy, not for the many cautious, fear-
ful and restricted. 

The number of depression and suicide 
cases has been on the rise. Online coun-
selling is in demand. While anticipating 
the God who hears, widespread doomsday 
or ‘end-time online prophets’ are causing 
anxieties. The mountain obscures the sun 
on the other side. 

1.0 Thought for the Week: 
Cow dung or Roses?
Amanda was handed a beautifully wrapped 
gift box by her maid. To Amanda’s sur-
prise, the box contained a big piece of cow 
dung. The sender was a well-known en-
emy of the family. In turn Amanda asked 
the maid to send her enemy a bouquet of a 
dozen, fresh long-stemmed roses. 

The simple accompanying note read: 
“One gives what one has.”

Something to think about: 
a) A common Latin expression reads, 
“Nemo dat quod non habet,” which 
translates as “You cannot give what 
you do not have”. I suppose the in-
verse is equally true: we can only give 
what we have in us to give.
b) What traits and characteristics are 
you planting, cultivating, nurturing 
and nourishing with consistency? Re-
member: what you cultivate within is 
the gift you have to offer.
c) Matt. 15:9: ‘from out of the heart 
comes forth evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness etc’. 
What we have is what we give. We 
cannot give what we do not have.

2.0 Announcements for this Week:
2.1 Pentecost. The Birthday of the Church. 
The fearful went out into the streets. 

The observers said that they were drunk; 
drunk at nine in the morning. The disciples 
were still in hiding after the resurrection. 
Pentecost changed them. Now they were 
on fire, fired up to witness to the Good 
News. The Spirit moved them just as it had 
moved Jesus. The Holy Spirit is for service.
2.2 MCO 3.0 continues. The latest SOPs 
for Rumah Ibadat Bukan Islam(RIBI) on 
funerals are out. 

Only five family members are permitted 
to the wake at home at one time. To the par-
lour, burial ground or crematorium, only 
20 persons allowed. Again only 20 can at-
tend the funeral service or Mass. 
2.3 Some areas may be targeted for 

EMCO. No one is responsible for our 
health and safety, except ourselves. Be 
masked. Be clean. Be distant. Be safe. Stay 
safe. Think safe.
2.4 Subscribe to our Malacca Johore Dio-
cese YouTube channel, there are recorded 
video clips for viewing. Among the con-
tents are Masses, celebrations, homilies, 
and short history of the MJD. Know your 
parish, diocese and church history, then 
you will grow into that sense of oneness or 
unity. 

3.0 This Week’s Question & Query. 
The Q asks: What best symbolises the 
priesthood for these dynamic times?
3.1 The washing of the feet. The power 
and office of the priest are a gift to be ex-
ercised in living service; effective only in 
humility; and Pope Francis indicated that 
all offices in the Church must act for God’s 

people. It is a call to kenosis or self-empty-
ing. (Ph.2:7-8) 

3.2 The image of washing of the feet or 
the Good Shepherd is counter to cleri-
calism. 
Clericalism is not about a style. It is an 
entitlement mentality and practice. It is 
turning the sacrament from grace to a 
type of status. It appears to defend and re-
store the priestly class or resist desacrali-
sation of the priestly ministry. It values 
privilege and exception, and “resorting to 
expensive theatrics which simply reveals 
worldly mindset and an ideology dressed 
as theology” (James Harvey, The Way Oct 
2020 pp 65-67) 

3.3 The priesthood of Christ is about 
laying down one’s life for one’s sheep 
via daily sacrifice of care, that draws 
strength from prayer and the Eucharist. A 
care reflected in corporal works of mercy, 
prophetic service of speaking against in-
justices, and being with one’s people. 

3.4 Washing the feet with Christ in humil-
ity, is to be the “alter christus” for God’s 
people.

Thank you for reading. Let us continue to 
build God’s Kingdom together. Nothing 
comes to us ready-made. What we put in 
is what we get back. Keep safe and stay 
safe.

Bishop Bernard Paul
May 21, 2021

Click here to watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MtsM0ML550&t=208s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iXqdWT4ac5w&t=1s
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Sandakan Diocese 
has another priest

JOHOR BAHRU: A much-loved 
priest who headed the Kuala Lum-
pur Archdiocese School of Evan-
gelisation, Fr Raymond Chong, 
passed away on Thursday, May 13, 
aged 60.

He was admitted to hospital on 
Sunday, May 9 after complaining of 
chest pains and died of a cardiac ar-
rest on Thursday.

He leaves behind eight siblings, 
relatives and friends to mourn his 
loss.

The funeral Mass was held on 
Friday, May 14, at the Church of 
the Immaculate Conception. Bishop 
Bernard Paul was the principal cel-
ebrant, with nine other priests con-
celebrating.

In his opening remarks, Bishop 
Bernard said that we each remem-
ber Fr Chong in our own unique 
way as we come together today.

“He had been a son, a brother to 
some, a friend to many, a priest to 

the clergy and to the people. Some 
look at him and remember him as an 
evangelist,” Bishop Bernard said.

He said some Catholics would 
remember him as being involved in 
the healing and deliverance minis-
try. Others may say that he took the 
path that was less travelled.

Bishop Bernard also mentioned 
that the late Fr Chong was his junior 
in the seminary.

In his homily later, the prelate 
said that for many of us, death is a 
loss. It is a heart-wrecking loss be-
cause there is a certain feeling of 
pain when we lose someone.

He said all of us have to face 
death. None of us is spared. And 
death has no favourites. “It favours 
no one and respects no persons. No-
body can say it won’t touch me, him 
or her,” he stressed.

But for us, he said, as Christians, 
death does not have the last say. 
Death is not the end because there is 

life after death. And life continues. 
“Jesus himself said he who believes 
in me, I will raise him up on the last 
day,” Bishop Bernard said.

He then said that while death is 

tragic, it is a reality. Fr Chong will 
be missed by his friends, family, the 
clergy of the Kuala Lumpur Archdi-
ocese, and Archbishop Julien Leow.

“Fr Chong loved the Lord. He 

died living it. And God knows him 
better than any of us,” he said.

After the funeral Mass, the casket 
was wheeled out of the church by 
the priests and taken to the Sungei 
Tiram Catholic cemetery in Ulu Ti-
ram, where he was laid to rest.

Fr Chong was ordained on Nov 
24, 1992, and served as assistant 
parish priest at the Church of St An-
thony in Kuala Lumpur from 1992 
– 1998. 

In 1999, he began his sabbatical 
in the United States of America. 
Upon his return in 2002, Fr Chong 
requested for a leave of absence 
from the presbyterial ministry.

In a message to Bishop Bernard, 
Archbishop Leow thanked him for 
presiding at Fr Chong’s funeral 
Mass; due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the restrictions imposed 
by the Movement Control Order 
(MCO), he wasn’t able to be pre-
sent. — By Vincent D’Silva

SANDAKAN: Deacon Stephen Es-
guerra was raised to the order of the 
priesthood at St Mary’s Cathedral on 
May 13.

This ordination was supposed to 
have been held in the Holy Trin-
ity Church of Tawau, the hometown 
of Deacon Stephen Esguerra, on 
May 25, 2020. However, with the 
COVID-19 pandemic and subse-
quent lockdowns, his ordination was 
postponed. It was later decided that 
the ordination should take place at 
St Mary’s Cathedral on May 13. Fr 
Stephen is the fifth priest ordained 
by Bishop Julius D. Gitom in his 14 
years.

Bishop Julius presided at the Or-
dination Mass with all the priests 
from the Diocese of Sandakan con-
celebrating. The Mass was also live 
streamed.

Bishop Julius in his homily re-
minded the candidate to always 
remember that he was taken from 
among men and appointed on their 
behalf for things pertaining to God.  
He also advised him to carry out the 
ministry of Christ the Priest with 
constant joy and genuine love, at-
tending not to his own concerns and 
needs but to those of Jesus Christ.

He advised all the young men 

and women who are considering 
religious life to search for that inner 
voice in their prayers and ponder that 
voice in their hearts. And should they 
have doubts in their vocation, to seek 
the intercession of Mother Mary. If 
these youths felt troubled, he encour-
aged them to seek God and put their 
trust in him, for as Scripture says in 
John 14:1 “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, but put your trust in God”

Fr Stephen described his ordina-
tion as a gift from God. He thanked 
God for all the blessings that He has 
given him throughout his journey to 

priesthood.  He also expressed his 
gratitude to the people who have 
been a part of his formation, assist-
ing him in one way or another.  By 
God’s grace his mother and family 
were able to attend the Holy Mass of 
his Ordination and be present to wit-
ness his becoming as a priest. 

Congratulations to Fr Stephen.  
His long journey from being a lay-
person, seminarian, deacon and fi-
nally being ordained as a priest has 
concluded, but a new one with Christ 
in his ministry as a priest has just 
started. — By Evelyn Jock

Fr Raymond Chong passes away

Fr Stephen Esguerra prostrates himself as Bishop Julius prays over him.

Praying the Psalms

The Church has always set aside 
an important place for the 

psalms in her liturgical celebrations 
because they show us how to pray. 
The psalter in Hebrew is called 
tehillim which means ‘hymns of 
praise’ sung to musical instruments. 
The one who desires to pray the 
divine office must get a proper un-
derstanding of the psalms so that 
the liturgy of the hours becomes a 
platform teaching us to pray.

The psalms are the songs of Israel 
and we try to recapture the emo-
tions that moved the psalmist, who 
composed the psalm as a member 
of his community. We then try to 
read the psalm as how Jesus would 
have prayed. Finally, we apply it to 
our own time. Let us read and pray 
Ps 19(18) which is given in two 
parts in the divine office. 

Ps 19 (18) – Divine Office: Wk 
2 Monday Lauds (pg. 479-Ps 18A) 
and Wk 1 Monday Prayer of the 
Day (pg. 1254- Ps 18B)

On a Monday morning we praise 
God for his creation, which ‘speaks’ 
to those who know how to admire 
the heavens, the firmament, the 
sun, the whole universe. Nothing 
escapes the sun’s heat. Remember 
this psalm is the responsorial for 

the feast of Apostles who spoke the 
message of the Creator to peoples in 
the world.

The sun is compared to a bride-
groom who now covers the earth, 
his bride. This leads us to the sec-
ond part of the psalm which speaks 
of the Covenant made by God in a 
nuptial celebration with his people. 
For the people of Israel, the Law 
(Covenant) is a gift from God, not a 
burden. Like love in a faithful mari-
tal relationship, this Law is perfect, 
trusted, clear and holy. It revives 
the soul, gives wisdom, gladdens 
the heart, gives light to the eyes and 
abides for ever. 

However, human beings are not 
perfect. There are defects and hid-
den faults from which the psalmist 
begs to be forgiven. He does not 
want pride, presumption to take 
over his decision-making.  He just 
wants to be blameless in God’s 
sight.

When we pray, we pray with 
Jesus who referred to himself as 
the bridegroom. The Church is his 
bride. He gave his life for his bride. 
The cross is the summit of his love. 
“No one can have greater love than 
to lay down his life for his friends” 
(Jn 15:13). 

By
Msgr James 
Gnanapiragasam
SSL, STL

This is a new column for our local 
theologians and biblical scholars 
to share their thoughts.

A TheologiAn  
SpeAkS

SANDAKAN: Fr Stephen Esguerra 
was born on March 28, 1982. Most 
of his childhood and adolescence 
was spent in Tawau in Kg Madai, 
Kunak.  Fr Stephen comes from a 
close-knit Catholic family of 11 peo-
ple, two of whom were called to be 
with the Lord, his father and his elder 
brother. He is the sixth child of nine 
siblings (six boys and three girls).  

The thought of becoming a priest 
never entered Stephen’s mind.  
However, his Catholic background, 
involvement with church ministries 
and vocation retreats were funda-
mental for his spiritual discernment 
that prompted and guided him to join 

the priesthood. 
He joined the seminary at the age 

of 29 (in 2011). Seminary life had its 

ups and downs, and the formation 
focused on four aspects; academic, 
spiritual, pastoral and community 
life. It was also the process of know-
ing God, self-formation, commit-
ment as well as an in depth discern-
ment to God’s calling.

He was ordained to the Ministry of 
Deacon on Nov 28, 2019. As a dea-
con, he had to discharge the office of 
deacon with humility and a charita-
ble heart in order to assist the priestly 
order and to hold fast to the mystery 
of faith in word and deed according 
to the gospel and the Church’s tradi-
tion and live a way of life just like 
Christ who came, not to be served 

but to serve others.
He stated that to be a priest, a per-

son must strive to imitate Christ in 
His example of sacrifice, offering 
himself as a victim to make his in-
carnation continually present in the 
world. He should develop his rela-
tionship with God through prayer 
and deeds.  He should share the joy 
of Jesus with the people of God, 
serve His people, be a mediator, and 
help people get nearer to the Lord, 
especially in their weaknesses, dif-
ficulties or hardships. In other words, 
a priest is to exercise a threefold 
function: preaching, sanctifying and 
shepherding.

When his priestly ordination was 
postponed because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, it made him discern 
his relationship with God and with 
the people. The pandemic has af-
fected a lot of people, especially the 
poor. He felt sorry for families who 
had experienced death in the family 
but the church could not conduct the 
funeral Mass, only prayers at the fu-
neral parlour. 

On the positive side, the pandemic 
has brought families closer.  He lifted 
up everything to God’s hands and re-
alised that this was a time of reflec-
tion for him and to discern what God 
wants for him in his life.  

Ordination postponement was time to discern God’s call

The clergy wheeling out the coffin after Mass. Inset: Fr Raymond Chong.
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Malaysia sends RM292k to India

KUALA LUMPUR: Practicing 
the concepts of radical forgiveness, 
compassion and loving kindness are 
key in the pursuit of happiness, says 
Gerard Koe, a Senior Family Coun-
sellor when speaking at the 2021 
Klang Valley Christian Teacher’s 
Day celebration online May 14.

During the Teacher’s Day cel-
ebration where Koe was the guest 
speaker on the topic of happiness, 
he explained that radical forgive-
ness focuses on letting go of the an-
ger, frustration and resentment that 
comes when a person feels wronged 
in some way. 

He however clarified that this 
forgiveness does not have to mean 
allowing the person or situation to 
continue to cause damage.

“Forgiveness is not about allow-
ing [what hurt you] to re-enter your 
life, it is about making the decision 

to not allow anger and resentment 
[from that wrongdoing] to rule your 
life,” Koe said, speaking to over 
100 teachers from across Malaysia 
who attended the event virtually via 
Google Meet. 

Koe is a Senior Family Counsellor 
specializing in Addictions Counsel-
ling, currently practicing at a Catho-
lic social services organisation in the 
Archdiocese of Sydney in Australia. 

A former teacher himself, Koe said 
that Christian teachers can encourage 
students to ponder the importance of 
a spiritual life and forgiveness. He 
added that by guiding students to 
think about forgiveness and its rela-
tion to inner well-being, we can help 
them to cultivate a life that is filled 
with meaning and purpose. 

“Many people struggle to forgive. 
Perhaps we can teach our students 
[the importance of] forgiveness, and 

we can talk to them about the true 
meaning of happiness [in this con-
text],” Koe said. 

He added that the benefits of prac-
ticing radical forgiveness, compas-
sion and kindness have been seen 
not only from a religious or spiritual 
standpoint, but from a psychological 
one as well.

 “From a Christian perspective, 
when you learn to forgive, you allow 
grace to flow,” Koe said.

“There have [also] been psycho-
logical studies showing that choos-
ing to be compassionate and practice 
loving kindness causes the release of 
neurochemicals in the brain which 
increase feelings of happiness, peace 
and contentment,” he added. 

He added that in the last 15 to 20 
years, the field of psychology has 
acknowledged the paramount role 
that spirituality plays in the pursuit of 

happiness, which is a shift from pre-
vious atheistic and secular modals of 
thinking. 

The 2021 Klang Valley Christian 
Teacher’s Day event was graced by 
The Most Rev Archbishop Julian 
Leow Beng Kim, who said a few 
words in closing. 

The event was jointly organised 

by the Malaysian Christian Schools 
Council (MCSC), the Teacher’s 
Christian Fellowship Malaysia 
(TCFM) and the Catholic Teacher’s 
Association of Malaysia (CTAM). 
The Chairman of TCFM, Cheli Tam-
ilselvam and the Chairman of MCSC 
Fr Alvin Ho SJ were also in attend-
ance. —  By Anette Appaduray 

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malay-
sian Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
(MCBC) has sent RM291,872.45 
to help India in her fight against the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

At least 170 Catholic priests and 
about 145 nuns have died from 
COVID-19 in India in the past 
month, as the pandemic claims 
about 4,000 lives daily across the 
country. 

“Many priests are dying for want 
of timely medical care. It is a hor-
rific situation,” said Bishop Gerald 
Almeida of Jabalpur in Madhya 
Pradesh state.

Since mid-April, India has been 
reporting more than 300,000 new 
cases daily, with hospitals struggling 
to overcome a lack of beds, oxygen 
and vital medicines.

Sick people have filled hospital 
corridors and compounds, while 
many have died inside ambulances 
waiting outside hospitals seeking 
medical attention.

“I am shocked to know that so 
many priests have died when priests 
and vocation to priesthood are 
very scarce in the country,” Bishop 
Almeida said.

“I found fear of death is very high 
among our priests and nuns, and 
therefore I wanted to tell them that 
they are not alone and we are with 
them.

“We all should ensure that their 
mental health is protected and main-
tained positively to overcome this 
calamity.”

Bishop Almeida’s Jabalpur Dio-
cese has set up a special quarantine 
centre for priests and nuns to ensure 

their treatment and to build confi-
dence among them.

At least 26 nuns and 14 priests are 
undergoing treatment in the quaran-
tine centre, where four nurses are on 
duty to take care of them. A doctor 
visits them daily.

All priests and nuns are instructed 
to report immediately if they suffer 
even from a minor fever or headache 
or any other health issues. Those 
found to be COVID-19 positive 
are moved to the quarantine centre, 

which is equipped with basic medi-
cal facilities and oxygen.

“We only shift critical patients to 
specialized hospitals. We take care 
of others until they recover,” said 
Bishop Almeida.

He opened the centre after one of 
his priests died in the first wave of 
COVID-19 last year.

One nun who died in the diocese 
had not reported to the bishop’s 
house for treatment. Most people die 
due to not getting proper care in the 

initial stage, he said.
A senior Catholic priest, who did 

not want to be named said poor 
mental health is a major issue among 
priests, “although the cause of their 
death is pandemic infection.”

“Most priests suffer immensely 
from their isolation in situations like 
this. Their public contact is restricted 
during lockdown periods. Despite 
years of training for pastoral work, 
they are asked not to have contact 
with people. That’s shocking for 
many priests,” he said.

“Many priests risked their lives 
in visiting families and holding pas-
toral services during the past Holy 
Week when government restrictions 
were eased but the pandemic was 
spreading.”

The World Health Organisation 
described the COVID situation in 
India as “hugely concerning” after 
the country reported 3,980 deaths 
and 326,000 fresh cases on May 14. 
—ucanews.com

Forgiveness, compassion and kindness keys to happiness

Family members embrace amid the burning pyres of COVID-19 victims at a 
cremation ground in New Delhi on April 26. (UCA News photo/Jewel Samad)

Christian teachers meet via Zoom in celebration of Teacher’s Day.

SHAH ALAM: To celebrate World 
Family Day, the Family Life Minis-
try of the Church of the Divine Mer-
cy (CDM) arranged an online ses-
sion with Martin Jalleh titled Family, 
Faith, Friendship and Fortitude in 
the Face of the Pandemic.

In the two-hour session, Jalleh de-
fined family as the immediate family, 
the church and its parishioners, the 
human family, and the family during 
the current pandemic.

Some secular definitions of the 
family include: Family is humanity’s 
oldest and most natural institution; 
it is a miniature version of life itself 
and Family is the first and most vital 
cell of society.

During Pope St John Paul II’s 27-
year reign over the Catholic Church, 
he always talked about family. He 
felt society was crumbling because 
the family institution was crumbling. 
St John Paul II called the family the 
primary educational community and 
the means for humanising society.

St John Paul II said, “The family 
becomes not only the basic cell of so-
ciety but also of the Church herself, 
as testified by the (Church’s) Fathers 
when they gave it the significant title 

of ‘domestic church’.
Jalleh explained that in the words 

of St John Paul II, loving one’s fami-
ly means identifying the dangers and 
evils that menace it, and overcom-
ing them. It also means appreciating 
one’s family values and capabilities 
and fostering them, and thirdly, en-
deavouring to create a favourable en-
vironment for its development.

It seems that BECs are not work-
ing because the smaller units (in-
dividual families) themselves are 
self-absorbed and or broken, so they 
cannot see the bigger picture and the 
importance of that community rela-
tionship.

Pope Francis mirrors St John Paul 

II in saying that the family is the 
foundation of society. He said, “It 
is worthwhile to live as a family, so 
that a society grows strong, grows in 
goodness, grows in beauty and truly 
grows if it is built on the foundation 
of the family.”

This pandemic has caused a det-
rimental, disruptive, and devastat-
ing impact on families across the 
world. Pope Francis, in his message 
last Easter, said that while he under-
stands and is at one with all those 
facing adversities at this time – the 
homeless, the unemployed, the sick 
and dying, struggling parents - he 
hoped families may use this time to 
discover new expressions of love 

and affection in the family.  
Jalleh then shared a Comcast 

Newsmaker video which discussed 
the additional roles parents/ families 
have had to take on since the onset 
of this pandemic. Parents are stressed 
and stretched. Roles that were previ-
ously taken care of by people in  oth-
er fields for children, like coaches, 
doctors, psychiatrists, nurses, and 
teachers, now rest on the shoulders 
of parents and / or guardians. It is 
recommended that families have ac-
cess to mental health support in their 
communities.

The parish also had several fami-
lies record snippets of their lives dur-
ing these trying times.

Summing up, Jalleh said this pan-
demic had also made people see the 
importance of mental health and 
helped reduce the stigma of needing 
help to cope with issues.

The pandemic made us realise 
that the Church is the family, and the 
family is the Church. Just as the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church (No 
1666) states — the family home is 
rightly called the ‘domestic church’, 
a community of grace and prayer, 
a school of human virtues and of 
Christian charity, Pope Francis too 
affirms that the pandemic highlight-
ed the central role of the family as the 
domestic Church.

To build a resilient family during 
this darkness, Jalleh proposed seven 
points: compassion, choice, creativ-
ity, communication, cooperation, 
commitment and Christ-centredness.

Amidst Coronavirus rattling the 
world, technology helps keep us con-
nected. We have not slowed down 
and we remain connected with Wi-
Fi. It has made us realise that “Each 
and every member of our families 
can be God’s radiant light, shining 
and giving hope in the darkness.” — 
By Gwen Manickam

Pandemic highlights the central role of family as the domestic Church

Martin Jalleh giving a session on family. CDM parish priest Fr Gerard Theraviam, also joined in.
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Indonesian churches warn of 
impending Lake Toba disaster

ENGLAND: A group of 19 clergy 
has written an open letter to the 
Church Commissioners and the 
Church of England Pensions Board 
asking them to divest holdings in 
all fossil fuels immediately as this 
is exacerbating the climate emer-
gency. All were invited to a vigil, 
organised by Christian Climate 
Action, held outside Church House 
at 10.00am on Tuesday May 18, 
the day of the Shell AGM, to pray 
for the two National Investment 
Boards to stop investing in Shell 
and to invest instead in funds that 
promote the common good.

Rev Hilary Bond, one of the 
signatories to the letter, said: “It 
is morally wrong to invest in the 
decimation of creation. We are in a 
climate emergency which requires 
that we stop extracting and burning 
fossil fuels immediately. Engage-
ment with Shell as shareholders 
has not worked and it is time to ur-
gently divest.”

In July 2018, Synod agreed to 
divest unless certain conditions 
were met. Christian Climate Ac-
tion and those signing the letter 
don’t believe they have been met. 
Synod agreed to divest from oil 
and gas companies that are not on 
track to meet the Paris Agreement 
target of limiting a global average 
temperature rise to well below 2°C 
and that the Church would begin in 
2020 to divest from companies not 
taking seriously their responsibili-
ties to assist with the transition to 
a low carbon economy. The highly 
respected Transition Pathway Ini-
tiative (TPI), co-founded by the 
Church of England National In-
vesting Bodies, recently found that 
no oil companies are on track to 
align their emissions with a 2°C 

climate pathway by 2050.
The Church claims that by in-

vesting in and engaging with the 
oil companies, they are helping 
transform society, yet at the Shell 
AGM on May 18, the Pensions 
Board intends to vote against a 
shareholder resolution asking for 
Shell to align its investments with 
the Paris targets.

General Synod, in February 
2020, agreed that the Church 
would reach net zero carbon emis-
sions by 2030. Although not legal-
ly bound by this decision, Christian 
Climate Action and those signing 
this letter would have expected that 
the Church Commissioners would 
understand that General Synod was 
expressing the will of the Church 
and that this will should be reflect-
ed in decisions made by the Church 
Commissioners.

Christian Climate Action has 
published on their website details 
of how individuals can write their 
own letter to the Church Commis-
sioners and the Church of England 
Pensions Board. Anyone who can’t 
attend the vigil at Church House 
is invited to pray from home us-
ing this prayer: https://tinyurl.
com/2b5rsp2v

JAKARTA: Environmental de-
struction has put people living 
around Indonesia’s largest lake 
at serious risk of natural disas-
ter, Catholic and other Christian 
churches have warned.

Deforestation around Lake Toba 
in Sumatra has caused more fre-
quent flooding, putting the lives of 
people at risk from mudslides and 
inundation, they said.

At about 100 kilometres in 
length and 30 kilometres wide, 
Toba is the largest lake in Indone-
sia and the largest volcanic lake in 
the world.

It is also a major tourist attrac-
tion and the site of a super-vol-
canic eruption that occurred about 
75,000 years ago.

However, the biggest risk to life 
is not an eruption but the flooding 
that now takes place every year 
due to mass deforestation around 
the lake, according to Fr Hilarius 

Kemit, director of the Capuchins’ 
Justice, Peace and Integrity of 
Creation in Sumatra.

“Local people are often blamed 
because forests have given way to 
fields, but the government must 
shoulder some of the responsibil-
ity for having failed to introduce 
regulations to protect the environ-
ment and forests,” he said.

Illegal logging is also rampant 
in the area, he said, calling on 
people to “make a stand and fight 
before they become victims.” 

If they, as well as the local and 
national governments, don’t act 
decisively, a major disaster will 
happen, he warned.

Fr Kemit pointed to Pope Fran-
cis’ encyclical on the environment, 
Laudato Si’, saying the message 
contained in it was not only for 
Catholics but for everyone.

Other Christian churches ech-
oed the Catholic priest’s warning.

The Indonesian Batak Protes-
tant Church called on all sectors 
of society to reverse the environ-
mental destruction taking place 
around the lake. 

“The government should tough-
en laws on illegal logging and 
prevent further clearance,” Rev 
Robinson Butarbutar, chairman of 
the Indonesian Batak Protestant 
Church, said in a May 16 state-
ment. 

Although authorities have suc-
ceeded in turning the area into a 
major tourism draw to improve 
local people’s welfare, the envi-
ronment should not suffer as that 
will also adversely affect the local 
population.

“We commit ourselves to co-
operating with the government as 
a partner in protecting the envi-
ronment and forest,” Rev Butar-
butar said. — By Konradus Epa, 
ucanews.com

Christians tell Church of 
England to get out of (S)hell

Lake Toba is the largest lake in Indonesia and the largest volcanic lake in the world. (UCA News Photo/North Su-
matra province government)

What does Laudato Si’ mean to 
you? Do you recognise it as the 
name given to Pope Francis’ Encyc-
lical letter back in 2015? Papal en-
cyclicals come and go and are soon 
forgotten. But this one is different. 
I think I’m right in saying that it 
has outsold every encyclical that 
has ever been produced. And that 
probably doesn’t include those who 
have accessed it on the Internet.

So, Laudato Si’, or ‘On Care of 
Our Common Home’, has become 
a landmark encyclical, a game 
changer. And on the fifth anniver-
sary of its publication, a year of 
celebration was initiated from May 
2020 to May 2021, which ends now 
with a final Laudato Si’ Week May 
16-25.

The week-long event will cel-
ebrate the great progress the global 
Church has made in its ecological 
conversion journey during the past 
six years and will offer a clear road 
map for the decade ahead. We know 
that much remains to be done, but 
we rejoice and celebrate the steps 
we have taken so far, and we look 
to the future with hope.

Why should we celebrate? I think 
the answer is because it has been 

taken so seriously, and not just by 
theologians and academics, but by 
people all over the world. It is a plea 
that we care for our common home. 
So Laudato Si’ week is an oppor-
tunity for us to remind ourselves 
of what Pope Francis says in the 
encyclical, and of the commitment 
asked for, which is to a personal 
ecological conversion.

How do we do that? Well, help is 
at hand. Just go to www.laudatosi-
week.org for a page of events that 
are taking place every day starting 
on May 16-25. You will be able to 

register for any events that interest 
you. A word of warning — times 
are in Central European Time 
(CET).

View the complete Laudato 
Si’ Week 2021 schedule and sign 
up for updates here: https://jour-
neyto2030.us20.list-manage.com/
track/click?u=d39e8f0b3153c408
87be1851b&id=08db077006&e=
bff386039b. — By Brian Austin, 
ICN

l Brian Austin is a Laudato Si’ 
Animator

Laudato Si Week: May 16-25
May 17 -  A ‘Laudato Si’ Dia-
logue’, involving CAFOD Direc-
tor Christine Allen and Fr Au-
gusto Zampini of the Dicastery 
for Promoting Integral Human 
Development. www.humandevel-
opment.va/en/news/2021/laudato-
si-week-2021.html
May 19 - An online evening of 
reflection, hosted by CAFOD, 
Christian Aid and Tear-fund. www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-prayer-
for-climate-justice-pre-g7-tick-
ets-150564756239
May 21 - Caritas Portsmouth and 
CAFOD Portsmouth will be hold-
ing a Laudato Si’ event, titled for 
we know that things can change 
- https://cafodportsmouth.word-

press.com/2021/05/07/called-to-
change/
May 22 - UN Biodiversity Day. 
The Columbans have produced 
‘Jubilee for the Earth,’ a podcast 
mini-series about the beauty of 
biodiversity and the threats it fac-
es, bringing insights from the 16 
countries where they are on mis-
sion. Download at: https://colum-
bancenter.org/jubilee-earth-study-
guide
May 24 - Soft launch of the Lauda-
to Si’ Action Platform and, in Scot-
land, an online evening of reflec-
tion Everything and Everyone is 
Connected. www.eventbrite.com/e/
everything-and-everyone-is-con-
nected-tickets-150471198405

Key Dates

https://journeyto2030.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d39e8f0b3153c40887be1851b&id=08db077006&e=bff386039b


VATICAN: Pope Francis met with 
US President Joe Biden’s climate 
envoy John Kerry on Saturday, May 
15.

At the time of publication, the 
Vatican had released no informa-
tion about what the two men dis-
cussed, in line with its usual custom 
for papal meetings with non-heads 
of state. It noted the audience in its 
daily bulletin and released photo-
graphs of the meeting.

Pope Francis is reportedly consid-
ering a visit to Glasgow for the cli-
mate conference, and local authori-
ties are said to be preparing for the 
possibility.

Kerry said that he thought the 
Pope would attend the event.

He said: “His encyclical Laudato 
Si’ is really a very, very powerful 
document, eloquent and morally 
very persuasive. And I think that his 

voice will be a very important voice 
leading up to and through the Glas-
gow conference, which I believe he 
intends to attend.”

“So, we need everybody in this 

fight. All the leaders of the world 
need to come together and every 
country needs to do its part. And I 
think, I think his Holiness speaks 
with a moral authority that is quite 

separate. It’s unique and we need 
all the power we can bring to the 
table.”

Ahead of his meeting with the 
Pope, Kerry delivered a keynote 
speech at the Dreaming of a Better 
Restart conference, a closed-door 
meeting in Vatican City on May 14.

The conference, hosted by the 
Pontifical Academies of Sciences 
and Social Sciences, included panel 
discussions on debt relief for devel-
oping countries and climate action 
to limit global warming to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit).

Economists Jeffrey Sachs and Jo-
seph Stiglitz came to the Vatican to 
take part in the one-day event, as did 
economic ministers from Mexico, 
Argentina, Spain, France and Ger-
many.

Kristalina Georgieva, the manag-
ing director of the IMF, and Félix 

Tshisekedi, head of the African Un-
ion, were also featured speakers.

Kerry, a baptized Catholic, pre-
viously met Pope Francis at the 
Vatican in 2014 and 2016, when he 
served as U.S. Secretary of State 
during the Obama administration.

He also met with Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin, Vatican Secretary of State, 
and Archbishop Paul Gallagher, 
Secretary for Relations with States, 
during his last visit.

The 77-year-old diplomat visited 
St Peter’s Basilica on the morning 
of May 14, where he was shown 
Michelangelo’s Pietà up close.

After meeting with Italian and 
Vatican officials in Rome, the cli-
mate envoy will travel to London 
to meet with UK government repre-
sentatives hosting the COP26 sum-
mit and then to Berlin to meet with 
German officials. — CNA

COVID-19 Commission hosts event on 
health and ecology

ROME: As the Church celebrates 
Laudato Si’ Week, the Italian city of 
Aquileia played host to the “1 Health 
4 All” event May 19.

Held in the Basilica of Santa Maria 
Assunta, the event was broadcast on 
national Italian TV and on Vatican 
Media channels.

According to a press release from 
the Dicastery for the Promotion of 
Integral Human Development, the 
event seeks to “deepen reflection 
on the connection between global 
health, just development and integral 
ecology.”

The “1 Health 4 All” event sees 

the participation of a host of interna-
tional public figures and features an 
operatic performance by the tenor, 
Francesco Grollo.

Participants also included several 
activists and leaders in healthcare, fi-
nance, politics, and the environment, 
including Bernice King, Andrew 
Morlet, Sharon Stone and Nobel 
Peace Laureate Tawakkol Karman.

The event garnered support from 
international organisations, includ-
ing Intesa Sanpaolo, Fiat, Snam, and 
Mitteleuropa Association.

One highlight was the celebration 
of the renovation and rededication of 

a hospital in South Sudan.
The Rumbek hospital was redone 

as a Laudato Si’ hospital with the 
help of Doctors with Africa CUA-
MM.

According to the press release, the 
upgrades will allow the hospital to 
improve care for mothers and chil-
dren and showcase that concrete, lo-
cal actions “can be taken to address 
global challenges”.

Doctors with Africa drew inspi-
ration for the hospital’s renovation 
from Pope Francis’ encyclical Laud-
ato Si’.

Cardinal Peter Turkson, prefect of 

the Dicastery for Human Develop-
ment of which the COVID-19 Com-
mission is a part, recalled that the 
Pope’s encyclical invites all people 
to enter into dialogue to protect our 
common home.

“As members of the common hu-
man family,” said Cardinal Turkson, 
“we are here to reflect on the precari-
ous state of our common planetary 
home, and to articulate concrete re-
sponses to heal and rebuild it.”

As the press release makes clear, 
“1 Health 4 All” is inspired by Laud-
ato Si’, which calls for a new, univer-
sal solidarity.

“The encyclical helps us to un-
derstand that ‘health for all’ relies 
on transforming our current (take-
make-dispose) economic model to 
a circular (renew-remake-share) 
approach to economic develop-
ment that is designed to benefit busi-
nesses, society, the environment and 
people,” it reads. “It demonstrates 
how enterprises and institutions can 
strongly choose to change direc-
tion, act for the common good, and 
respect the delicate balance between 
care for creation, care for others and 
care for our common home.” — By 
Devin Watkins, Vatican News

Catholic charity throws lifeline to 
disabled in Singapore
SINGAPORE: In 2015, Mohmmad 
Syafiq’s world turned upside down 
when he suffered a massive stroke 
that left the lower half of his body 
paralysed. He thought it was an end 
to his happy, spirited and independ-
ent life forever.

Six years on, the 29-year-old Mus-
lim from Singapore has defied chal-
lenges and regained the strength to 
become independent again despite 
limited movement.

Though he needs to use a wheel-
chair, Syafiq has a full-time job five 
days a week as a customer service 
agent with Silver Spring Pathfinder, 
an outsourced customer services pro-
vider.

He goes to the office every morn-
ing and works side by side with other 
colleagues. He enjoys the banter of 
office life and returns home with 
happiness each day.

Syafiq’s joyful recovery would 
not have been possible without sup-
port from ABLE (Abilities Beyond 
Limitations and Expectations), a 
Catholic charity linked with Caritas 
Singapore, the social service agency 
of Singapore Archdiocese.

Syafiq was introduced to ABLE in 
2016 when he was still in distress over 
his unexpected physical disability.

The therapists at ABLE gave him 
love that restored his confidence. Its 
rehabilitation centre provided him 
with transport and respite services 
when he returned to his family.

For several months, Syafiq attend-
ed coaching and counselling sessions 
as part of ABLE’s Return-To-Work 
program. Thanks to hard work, per-
severance and an enormous amount 
of encouragement and support, 
Syafiq was able to find a job in 2018.    

As the young man looks back on 
his life since his stroke, including his 
challenges and struggles, he bows 
his head to acknowledge the support 
he has received from ABLE.

“The staff at ABLE are very pas-
sionate and caring, and they know 
what they are doing,” he said.

Dozens of similar stories of in-
spiration and hope in Singapore are 
credited to ABLE, which came into 
being in 2009.

That year, the Catholic Social and 
Community Council approached 
Raymundo Yu, a Philippines-born 
Singaporean banker, to help estab-
lish Caritas Singapore to serve peo-
ple with physical disabilities.

Yu, a well-known philanthropist, 
gathered a group of like-minded in-
dividuals to raise funds and run the 

charity. In October 2010, ABLE 
was incorporated with the National 
Council of Social Services and be-
gan operating as a member of Caritas 
Singapore.

“The destitute should not be treat-
ed like handouts,” Yu, the founding 
chairman of ABLE, said during an 
interview.

Prior to its incorporation, ABLE 
carried out research to assess the 
needs of people with physical chal-
lenges in the community and a series 
of talks were held with like-minded 
organizations over possible collabo-
ration.

ABLE implemented the first pro-
ject with the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association of Singapore (MDAS) 
to run the Centre for the Physically 
Challenged from December 2010 to 
May 2015. The project served 326 
people with over 500 rehabilitation 
sessions, 160 courses and 182 job 
placements.

In March 2013, again collabo-
rating with MDAS, ABLE set up 
Agape Respite to provide oppor-
tunities for caregivers to energise 
and refresh themselves. At the cen-
tre, caregivers get respite through 
organized activities and their care 
recipients are involved in relaxing 

activities. It has served over 200 
family caregivers and 140 patients 
through the centre and home-based 
programs.

The same year, ABLE launched 
the Return-To-Work project to train 
and coach physically challenged 
beneficiaries in accounting and to 
place them in gainful employment. 
Services include accounting, payroll 
and GST applications and filings.

Since 2015, the initiative has been 
registered with the government with 
the mission to provide opportunities 
for the disabled to be gainfully em-
ployed.

In October 2015, ABLE relocated 
to Agape Village in Toa Payoh, a 
residential area in central Singapore. 
Agape Village houses three centres 
— ABLE Rehabilitation and Train-
ing Centre, ABLE Respite Centre 
and ABLE Transport, which pro-

vides wheelchair-accessible vans to 
disabled persons.

During the COVID-19 pandemic 
and lockdowns, ABLE has adopted 
new ways to help people through 
telecommunications and video-con-
ferencing.

“Serving people with disabilities 
is a form of giving back to society,” 
said ABLE executive director Gene 
Lee.

Singapore has about 250,000 peo-
ple with disabilities out its popula-
tion of 5.8 million, according to 
government data.

Social activists say that despite 
state-run and non-government ser-
vices, many disabled persons face 
social stigma in the city-state, largely 
due to a lack of community aware-
ness and a robust family-based car-
egiver support system. — ucanews.
com
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Disabled people with staff of ABLE, a Catholic charity changing lives in 
Singapore. (UCA News Photo/ABLE)

Pope Francis greets US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry, 
May 15, 2021. (Vatican News)

Pope Francis and John Kerry meet at the Vatican
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VATICAN: The Claretian Institute 
of the Theology of the Consecrated 
Life (ITVC) in Rome and the Theo-
logical Institute of Religious Life in 
Madrid (ITVR) this year celebrate 
50 years of service dedicated to 
consolidating and fortifying conse-
crated life in its mission throughout 
the world.

Pope Francis on May 17 sent a 
video message to participants of the 
50th National Week for Institutes 
of Consecrated Life, thanking its 
promoter Cardinal Aquilino Bocos 
for “continually sowing a restless-
ness to understand the richness of 
consecrated life and to make it bear 
fruit.”

The Pope noted that the pro-
gramme for the Madrid celebra-
tions, which take place from May 

17-22, had participants with a 
wealth of experience.

In his message, Pope Francis said 
consecrated life means “consecrat-
ing oneself every day” and should 
be understood in “dialogue with 
reality.”

“When consecrated life loses this 
dimension,” he said, “it starts to be-
come sterile.”

Taking inspiration from St Teresa 
of Avila, the Pope said, she saw the 
reality and went ahead with reform.

Pope Francis went on to say that, 
“later, along the way, there were at-
tempts to transform that reform into 
enclosure, there always are. But 
reform is always a journey, it is a 
journey in contact with reality and 
the horizon in the light of a founda-
tional charism.”

The Pope warned that “when an 
institute reformulates itself from 
charism to ideology, it loses its 
identity, it loses its fruitfulness.”

“To keep alive the foundational 

charism means keeping it moving 
and growing, in dialogue with what 
the Spirit is telling us in the history 
of the times,” he said.

He continued by saying that re-

form “presupposes discernment 
and prayer. It is not possible to 
maintain a foundational charism 
without apostolic courage, that is, 
without walking, without discern-
ment, and without prayer.”

During this National Week, un-
derlined Pope Francis, it is good 
to get together and sing and play 
the guitar, but that’s not what it’s 
all about. He stressed that it was 
important “not to get lost in formu-
lations, in ideologies, in fears, in 
dialogues with ourselves,” but to be 
guided by the Holy Spirit.

Concluding his video message, 
the Pope urged the participants not 
to be afraid of limits, of borders, or 
of peripheries — for it is there, he 
said, that “the Spirit will speak to 
you.” — Vatican News

Pope Francis sends video-message 
for 50th Week of  Consecrated Life

In 2006, Cardinal Cormac Murphy-
O’Connor intimated that it was 

time to begin the process of produc-
ing a new lectionary. Although the 
Revised Standard Version (RSV) is 
also approved for use in the liturgy, 
the translation used in almost all par-
ishes since the late 1960s has been 
the Jerusalem Bible (JB), and there 
was general agreement that it needed 
to be replaced.

The New Revised Standard Ver-
sion (NRSV) was the first alternative 
to be considered but finally, in 2016, 
the bishops of England and Wales 
decided that the new lectionary will 
use the English Standard Version 
Catholic Edition (ESV-CE), a tighter, 
more literal translation of the RSV 
than the NRSV. Like the RSV and 
the NRSV, the ESV is in a line of 
translations going back to the King 
James Version, and beyond that to 
William Tyndale.

The bishops’ choice has led to 
much controversy. One issue that has 
incensed the bishops’ critics is the 
origin of the ESV. It has been con-
demned because it was produced in 
the US by conservative evangelical 
scholars and, as one critic smirked, 
“is often described as Calvinist in its 
translation philosophy”.

Every Bible version is influenced 

by the denominational background 
of the translators and the sensitivities 
of the times. Arguments over whether 
εκκλησι´α (in Latin ekklesia, which 
normally means “an assembly of citi-
zens”, even “a legislative assembly”) 
should be translated as “community” 
or “Church”, for example, have been 
at the heart of Protestant/Catholic 
disputes since the Reformation. Like 
most contemporary translations, the 
ESV translates ekklesia as “Church” 
rather than “community” or “assem-
bly”. It is a disgrace that the scholars 
and theologians who condemn the 
choice of the ESV castigate the faith 
of the scholars who produced it.

A second issue which exercises its 
critics is that the ESV, as it explains in 
the Preface, is “an ‘essentially literal’ 
translation that seeks as far as possi-
ble to capture the precise wording of 
the original text and the personal style 
of each biblical writer”. The other de-
scendants of the King James Version, 
the RSV and the NRSV, also aim for 
word-for-word accuracy, though the 
NRSV is a little looser than the ESV. 

The Jerusalem Bible, on the other 
hand, favoured what is called “func-
tional equivalence”: in other words, 
it is a translation that seeks to express 
the meaning of the ancient texts in 
modern terminology. It seeks to say 
in our words and phrases what was 
said by ancients in their words and 
phrases. What makes a “functional 
translation” unfit for use in the liturgy 
is that it nullifies the theologies inher-
ent in the ancient texts.

For example, the JB relates that 
a leper asked Jesus to be cured. Je-
sus, “feeling sorry for him” said, “Be 
cured” (JB Mark 1:40-45). But that 
never happened. The man asked to 
be made clean and Jesus cleansed 
him. The “curing” translation avoids 
the duty of reading Leviticus 13, 
of exploring the theology of clean/
unclean. Why, in the Jewish under-
standing of such matters, does God 
refuse to listen to a leper’s prayer? 
Why were such people banned 
from the synagogue of prayer? Why 
are we deprived of the invitation to 
plumb the Christological depths of 

the one who cleanses? Who is this 
Jesus whose guts are moved by hu-
man misery, who insists that God is 
not a God of exclusion; rather, a God 
who embraces the hurt of the world? 
Who is it that invites us to join in the 
cleansing of the world?

A revised version of the JB, the 
New Jerusalem Bible (NJB), ap-
peared in 1985 and The Revised 
New Jerusalem Bible (RNJB) was 
published last year. This translation 
is understood to be under considera-
tion for use in a new lectionary by the 
bishops’ conferences of Ireland, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. Its transla-
tor, Henry Wansbrough OSB, writes 
in the Foreword that “attention has 
been given to rendering the language 
and imagery of the original languag-
es accurately rather than by dynamic 
equivalence.” In the RNJB, the leper 
pleads with Jesus saying, “If you are 
willing, you can cleanse me.” Jesus, 
“moved with pity” says, “I am will-
ing. Be cleansed.”

Functional or dynamic translation 
is theologically lazy and catecheti-
cally irresponsible. It demands noth-
ing of pastors and parishioners by 
way of grappling with God’s holy 
words. It destroys the biblical in-
junction of all the prophets to visit 
the past to understand the pain of the 

present and thereby to be empow-
ered to create a new future. As both 
the ESV and the NRJB correctly 
have it, Jesus does not cure people. 
He heals them.

Another example of how a 
“meaning-for-meaning” translation 
loses the theological richness of the 
ESV’s “word-for-word” version is 
illustrated by alternative versions 
of the Book of Numbers, chapter 
12. This tells of Miriam, the sister 
of Moses, and Aaron, the brother 
of Moses, insisting that God speak 
through them as much as through 
their brother. God is incensed at their 
arrogance and summons the three of 
them to the Tent of Meeting (the de-
sert ancestor of what would become 
the Temple). This is what God has to 
say to the bumptious pair, according 
to the RNJB (Numbers 12:6-8):

Listen to my words!
If there is a prophet among you,
I make myself known to him in a 
vision,
I speak to him in a dream.
Not so with my servant Moses;
to him my whole household is en-
trusted;
to him I speak face to face,
plainly and not in riddles …

l Continued on Page 9

Pope Francis delivering his video-message. (Vatican Media)

Lectionary controversy: are the critics wrong?
A new translation of the Bible is needed for use in the readings 
at Mass. The bishops’ decision – made without meaningful 
consultation with scholars, clergy or faithful – to choose a 
literal translation which lacks inclusive language has sparked 
fury. But have the critics got it wrong?

High Court orders jailed Indian Jesuit to hospital for evaluation
MUMBAI: The High Court in 
Mumbai ordered prison authorities 
to take an ailing 84-year-old Jesuit 
to hospital as it heard his appeal to 
receive bail on medical grounds, In-
dian media reported.

The High Court said Jesuit Fr 
Stan Swamy (pic) must be taken to 
JJ hospital at noon May 20. Media 
reports said the court ordered the 
hospital to have him examined by 
a neurologist, an orthopaedic physi-
cian, a general practitioner and an 
ear, nose and throat specialist. The 
court ordered the hospital to report 
back to the judges May 21.

Fr Swamy suffers from Parkin-
son’s disease, hearing loss and lum-
bar spondylosis. Jesuits and fam-

ily members believe he might also 
have COVID-19.

“Fr Swamy had a severe cold, 
fever, body pain and diarrhoea and 
could not even take a call from his 
legal team. This indicates that he 
was suffering from COVID-19,” 
his elder brother, Irudaya Swamy, 
90, told a virtual news conference 
May 15. “We are not sure if he is 
getting proper medical attention. 
His health condition is getting 
worse.”

The priest has been in Mumbai’s 
Taloja Central Jail since Oct 9, a 
day after he was arrested in Ranchi, 
capital of Jharkhand state in east-
ern India. The activist, who works 
for the rights of tribal people in 

Jharkhand, was accused of conspir-
ing with the outlawed Maoist rebels 
to overthrow the federal govern-
ment and organize violence.

He is among 16 rights activists 
detained in the same jail on charges 
under the stringent Unlawful Ac-
tivities Prevention Act linked to a 
2018 riot in Maharashtra’s Bhima 
Koregaon village.

Jesuits and rights activists say the 
police fabricated charges and evi-
dence against the activists to silence 
them after they criticised the poli-
cies and programs of the pro-Hindu 
Bharatiya Janata Party that runs the 
federal government.

Fr A Santhanam, a Jesuit lawyer, 
said several others jailed with Fr 

Swamy are also not well. They, too, 
need care after many in the prison, 
including staff and cooks, reported-
ly contracted COVID-19, he said.

“We are seriously worried about 
his health,” said Fr Santhanam.

“Fr Swamy is already suffering 
from Parkinson’s disease and needs 
the help of inmates to take care of 
his daily chores. His situation will 
be serious if he is infected.”

Jesuit Fr Joseph Xavier, director 
of the Indian Social Institute based 
in Bengaluru, formerly Bangalore, 
said Fr Swamy “never complained 
about his health in previous months, 
but on May 14, for the first time, he 
spoke of his deteriorating health.” 
— CNS
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A “glimpse” of the bridge between 
the Holy See and China
VATICAN: The Vatican Secretary 
of State is the author of the preface 
of the book Un ponte con la Cina - Il 
Papa e la Delegazione apostolica a 
Pechino (1919-1939) by Lebanese 
Fr. Adel Afif Nasr and published in 
Italian by Marcianum Press. 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin begins 
by quoting the opening words of 
Cupimis Imprimis, Pope Pius XII’s 
1952 Apostolic Letter dedicated to 
the Catholic Church in China: “First 
of all we wish to express to you our 
ardent affection for the entire people 
of China.” 

With these words, the Cardinal 
notes, the Pope expresses affection 
and closeness to the Chinese peo-
ple at a truly difficult time in their 
history, a time when many priests, 
bishops and laypeople who were 
engaged in evangelisation were 
either removed from their work or 
hindered in the exercise of their ac-
tivities. 

“Our heart turns to you once again 
and to you, in particular, we wish to 
address this letter, to console you, to 
exhort you paternally, knowing well 
your anguish, your anxiety and your 
adversity,” Pope Pius XII continues, 
and Parolin points out that this feel-
ing of closeness belongs to every 
successor of Peter, all of whom have 
nurtured a special bond of sincere 
affection and esteem for the people 
and the Church in China, always 
pursuing and maintaining fruitful, 
fraternal and charitable relations.

Cardinal Parolin says he believes 
“this is the context and the senti-
ment, so authentically founded on 
the Gospel, that has driven the Holy 
See to seek ever new ways of relat-
ing with China.”

He lists several documents and 
initiatives that witness the Holy 
See’s concern for China, focussing 
on Pope Benedict XV’s 1919 Apos-
tolic Letter Maximum Illud and his 

desire to establish missionary plat-
forms throughout the world and in 
China. He also analyses Pope Pius 
XI’s commitment to building a “sol-
id bridge” with China that resulted 
in establishing an official Apostolic 
Delegation to Peking to create a link 
for all the missions in the territory 
and confirm believers in their faith.

To do so, the Cardinal notes, he 
entrusted Msgr Celso Costantini, a 
figure who became an authoritative 
interpreter of the papal project who 
laid solid foundations for the future 
of missions in China, with this Pon-
tifical Representation. 

“The future Cardinal was able to 
juggle many difficulties with the 
prevailing politics and the ever-pre-
sent pressure from foreign nations. 
Despite this, with the help of the 
Pope and various Vatican depart-
ments, he managed to achieve truly 
strategic goals: first of all, the con-
vocation of China’s first (and so far 

only) plenary council, with repre-
sentatives of all missions; religious 
decolonisation and greater incultur-
ation,” Cardinal Parolin writes.

All of this, he says, led to the ap-
pointment of the first Chinese bish-
ops, who were strongly desired by 
the Pope, who consecrated them in 
St Peter’s Basilica in 1926. 

The Vatican Secretary of State 
goes on to pose the question: “What 
is the secret of this ‘success’?” It 
lies in a speech delivered by Msgr 
Costantini himself on January 15, 
1923:

“The Pope loves all nations, like 
God, whose representative he is; he 
loves China, your noble and great 
nation, and, in his heart, he places 
it after no other; he loves your im-
mense, hard-working, industrious 
people; he knows your history, 
which is that of a great people. The 
Pope’s action among the nations is 
that of a friend [...]. The Pope is the 

spiritual head of Christians, but his 
love extends to all men, to whatever 
religion they belong.”

Cardinal Parolin goes on to say 
that the Apostolic Delegate pro-
moted these sentiments throughout 
his time in China. “He even tried, 
on several occasions, to urge the 
Holy See to establish direct diplo-
matic relations with China through 
a concordat (or through a simi-
lar diplomatic instrument), which 
would allow direct relations with 
the Government, without foreign 
intermediaries. Unfortunately, the 
political and diplomatic situation in 
the country did not allow the desired 
result to be achieved, but there is no 
doubt that the attempt was made. 
A further effort concerned the so-
called question of Chinese rites, a 
centuries-old controversy that the 
Congregation for the Evangelisa-
tion of Peoples finally managed to 
resolve in 1939.” — Vatican News

The case for the ESV
l Continued from Page 8

The NRSV, too, has God speaking 
to Moses “face to face”, as has 

the NIV, the most popular translation 
among evangelical Christians. But 
God did not speak to Moses “face to 
face”. What the Hebrew text plainly 
states is utterly surprising: “with him 
I speak mouth to mouth”, as it is 
translated in the KJV, the RSV and 
the ESV. The Hebrew is “peh al peh”; 
the Septuagint Greek is στóμα κατα 
στóμα; and the Latin of St Jerome’s 
Vulgate is ore enim ad os loquor. The 
point of the ancient Hebrew text is to 
underline the uniqueness of God’s 
speaking to Moses. It is not by vi-
sions; not by dreams; not by riddles. 
It is not “face to face”. It is “mouth to 
mouth”. Every word comes from the 
mouth of God, through the mouths of 
the prophets – and ultimately Jesus 
opens his mouth.

Think of what is lost by the pe-
destrian “face to face” (which may 
merely signify disquiet, disapproval, 
confrontation). Only to Moses does 
God speak “mouth to mouth”. From 
at least the twelfth century of our era, 
all Jews who attend the synagogue 
will hear the entire Torah, that is, the 
whole of Genesis, Exodus, Leviti-

cus, Numbers and Deuteronomy be-
cause, these are, in the old tradition, 
the Books of Moses, the very words 
spoken by God “mouth to mouth” to 
Moses. That is why our Jewish broth-
ers and sisters proclaim Moses to be 
the greatest of all the prophets.

We read in Matthew: “All these 
things Jesus said to the crowds in 
parables; indeed, he said nothing to 
them without a parable. This was to 
fulfil what was spoken by the proph-
et: ‘I will open my mouth in parables; 
I will utter what has been hidden 
since the foundation of the world’” 
(ESV Matthew 13:34-35). Hidden in 
God, of course. When Jesus opened 
his mouth to teach, the very phrase 
recalls the God who spoke to Moses 
mouth to mouth. There is a rich po-
etry in the metaphor because “mouth 
to mouth” has all the intimacy of a 
kiss. God speaking the words of heal-
ing, of saving, of helping, “mouth to 
mouth”, is the God who embraces 
with a kiss of concern and heals with 
a kiss of love, the pain of humanity. 
Jesus opens his mouth and speaks 
words that heal, words that gospel the 
world to safe harbour. 

The standard dictionary of an-
cient Hebrew contains around 8,000 
words, a tiny vocabulary, especially 

set beside 12 volumes of the Oxford 
English Dictionary. Yet the word 
“mouth”, in singular and plural, oc-
curs 324 times in the Hebrew Bible. 
These richly metaphorical words oc-
cur 66 times in the Greek New Tes-
tament. We need to tread carefully 
when such fleshly words are used of 
God who is Spirit. We need to grasp 
how tactile God’s nearness is to us in 
order to understand the Word made 
Flesh.

Finally, much has been made of 
the decision of the ESV translators 
not to use gender-neutral language. 
The word αδελφóς, adelphos is, in 
St Paul’s First Letter to Thessalonian 
Christians, almost certainly the very 
earliest of all the writings that make 
up the New Testament. That letter 
was written in Athens about 20 years 
after the death of Jesus and sent north 
to a tiny community of people who 
had been brought to faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ by Paul, Silvanus and 
Timothy.

Of the 19 occurrences of αδελφóς, 
all are in the plural except one (3:2). 
Most modern translations, including 
the NIV, the NRSV and the RNJB, 
translate αδελφóς as “brothers and 
sisters”; the ESV – true to its “word-
for-word” principle – translates it di-

rectly as “brothers”, but in a footnote 
explains: “Or brothers and sisters. In 
New Testament usage, depending on 
the context, the plural Greek word 
adelphoi (translated “brothers”) may 
refer either to brothers or to brothers 
and sisters.” When you listen to this 
letter read in the new lectionary, what 
you will hear is: “For we know, broth-
ers and sisters, beloved by God, that 
he has chosen you …” (1:4); “For you 
yourselves know, brothers and sisters, 
that our coming to you was not in 
vain …” (2:1); and so on.

Less than 20 years after the death of 
Jesus, there were pagan Greek wom-
en and men who were transformed by 
the Gospel of God and were graced 
into loving one another, brothers and 
sisters of and in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the ESV translation of the Letter 
of James, the word “brothers” occurs 
15 times; the new lectionary will turn 
each of these into – “brothers and sis-
ters”. And so it will be in all such oc-
currences. Where the term “brothers” 
is used to illustrate human kinship, no 
less comprising “sisters” than “broth-
ers”, the bishops have instructed those 
preparing the new lectionary to follow 
the footnotes provided in the ESV-CE 
and change “brothers” to “brothers 
and sisters”. The same principle will 

be applied to “sons and daughters” 
where appropriate.

We, who live 3,000 and 2,000 years 
after the creation of the Hebrew Bible 
and the New Testament, will always 
have arguments about translations 
and meanings – it was ever thus. Long 
may it be so, so long as our hearts beat 
within us as together, we break the 
words in the utter conviction that they 
lead us to the table where we come to 
recognise their true meaning.

Warts and all, the ESV-CE has 
my total support. I can hear the dif-
ference between the translation of 
Ιδου` ο ´ανθρωπος Ecce homo! in 
the RNJB (“This is the man!”) and 
the ESV (“Behold the man!”). These 
holy words are not a bald indica-
tive displaying a broken, beaten hu-
man being; they are an imperative, 
a command, an admonition, a cau-
tion, a consummation devoutly to be 
wished. In it is our yesterday, our to-
day, and our tomorrow. — By Fr Jo-
seph O’Hanlon, The Tablet (www.
thetablet.co.uk/)

l Joseph O’Hanlon is a retired 
priest of Nottingham diocese and 
former director of the Francis-
can International Study Centre,          
Canterbury. 

BUDAPEST: The head of Hungary’s 
Catholic Church said the upcoming 
International Eucharistic Congress 
in Budapest, to be attended by Pope 
Francis this September, is a symbol of 
life after the coronavirus pandemic.

Cardinal Erdő made the comments 
while his nation mourned with more 
than 29,000 reported COVID-19-re-
lated deaths out of a population of 
nearly 10 million. Hungary is among 
the nations with the highest reported 
coronavirus death tolls per capita in 
the world. 

Cardinal Erdő said in a statement 
that he spoke about the Pope’s partic-
ipation in the International Eucharis-

tic Congress with the Vatican’s Secre-
tary of State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin.

The Cardinal stressed that his talks 
focused on organisational matters 
about the upcoming Congress, which 
was postponed last year due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. The Cardi-
nal added that a Vatican delegation 
inspected the Budapest venue of the 
Congress last week.

With Hungary slowly reopening 
amid the coronavirus pandemic, the 
event is to include the September 12 
closing Mass held at Budapest’s ma-
jestic Heroes Square.

Pope Francis is expected to preside 
at the Mass in the heart of Hungary’s 

capital. Organisers say the ceremony 
will feature the 120-member orches-
tra of the Hungarian State Opera with 

a choir of 2,000.  
Cardinal Erdő, who will also cele-

brate Mass, followed by a procession 
to Heroes’ Square, said the Pope’s 
visit is historic. He noted that the 
International Eucharistic Congress 
closing Mass would be the first in 20 
years to be attended by the Pope.

He added that the Pope would 
also have separate meetings with the 
faithful. Hungarian Bishop Gábor 
Mohos, who heads the Congress sec-
retariat, suggests that the gathering 
means an encouragement to those 
suffering from the coronavirus pan-
demic. “We are thrilled to be able to 
announce the organising of this event 

again,” he said. 
“We did not give up hope, de-

spite the ongoing pandemic,” added 
the Bishop, who himself has recov-
ered from COVID-19. “And we are 
happy to organise offline in person 
again.”

The Congress, to be held Sept 
5-12, is also expected to see the at-
tendance of other Church leaders and 
religious representatives. Among 
them are Greek and Eastern Catho-
lic Bishops, as well as Orthodox and 
Protestant guests and representa-
tives of the Jewish community and 
civil societies. — By Stefan J. Bos,                    
Vatican News

Hungary prepares for Pope’s arrival at Eucharistic Congress

The 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress logo.
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This is excellent news indeed: Fr Stephen Chow Sau-
yan, provincial of the Chinese Province of the Society 

of Jesus, is the new bishop of Hong Kong. 
The faithful’s reaction is positive: Hong Kong urgently 

needed a young leader, in full possession of the authority of 
an ordinary bishop, able to take on long-term leadership for 
a community that is going through perhaps the most chal-
lenging time in its history.

Maybe 61-year-old Fr Chow is not a particularly well-
known figure in the Catholic community, or even in the 
city, but those who know him describe him as a prepared 
and kind person, a man of sincere faith and attentive to the 
education of young people.

Our sincere congratulations go to him. It is nice that the 
Catholic community finally has a pastor and that he is a 
person who gives us deep trust and hope. We find it positive 
that he is a Jesuit as well. Hopefully, he will have access to 
Pope Francis, representing to him Hong Kong’s upsetting 
situation (on which the Vatican has so far been adamantly 
silent).

Fr Chow has an educational background of unusual ex-
cellence. He was obviously trained for a role of leadership 
in high academic education. And so far, he has done well as 
supervisor of the two Wah Yan colleges and as the Chinese 
Jesuits’ provincial.

He was in the small group responsible for implementing 
a Jesuit university project in Hong Kong about a decade 
ago. The ambitious and important project would have fi-
nally brought a Catholic university to the city. The Soci-
ety of Jesus and its then general superior, Adolfo Nicolas, 
were highly committed. But Hong Kong’s pro-communist 
chief executive, CY Leung turned the tables by denying 
the promised concession in Queen’s Hill (Fanling). It was 
a serious setback for the educational projects of the Society 
of Jesus and the diocesan and academic community of the 
city. Stephen Chow himself has sadly experienced the gov-
ernment’s strict policy on academic freedom.

The freedom of Catholic schools is one of the main chal-
lenges that the Hong Kong Diocese has to face in this dif-
ficult period. The appointment of Father Chow bodes well 
that there will be a significant commitment to safeguarding 
educational freedom.

Last December, the Chinese MingPao Weekly magazine 
interviewed Fr Chow about his experience as a supervisor 
in a Jesuit school. He described himself and his mission 
as “a bridge” in words that might now sound like a pro-
gramme.

“After the 2019 movement, the society became divided. 
Teachers and students in our school were divided as well. 
Nobody is neutral in society. If I tell you that I am neutral, 
I may be lying. But I listen and accept other opinions. A 
bridge must be stepped over by people so that it can bring 
people to the other side. Being a bridge entails bearing a 
burden. My words may not cater to both sides but, at least, 
it brings people from the two sides to come together in the 
middle. Otherwise, there is no future for society,” he told 
the magazine.

Many commentators linked Fr Chow’s appointment as 
bishop to the fact that, unlike other candidates, he is not 
seen as politically divisive. We prefer to describe this as a 
genuine pastoral, ecclesial and spiritual choice. The bishop 
is a shepherd who leads the community forward, protects it, 
keeps people united and looks for the lost ones. We believe 
Bishop-elect Chow will be such a good shepherd. — By 
Gianni Criveller, ucanews.com

A good shepherd 
who can unite Hong 

Kong Catholics

Pope Francis on May 11 promulgat-
ed Antiquum Ministerium, creating 
a formal, installed (instituted) min-

istry of catechist. The document was re-
leased with considerable Vatican fanfare, 
but many could be forgiven for viewing it 
with some scepticism as little more than 
a modest institutional concession within 
a larger ecclesiological framework that 
remains thoroughly clericalist and hier-
archical.

After all, ordinary baptised Christians 
have always been the principal figures 
in the ministry of catechesis, and gener-
ally have had to undertake that ministry 
within a thoroughly clericalist paradigm 
that treated them as little more than 
priest-helpers. Does the Pope’s letter, is-
sued motu proprio (on his own initiative), 
change this in any substantial way? The 
document does present some difficulties, 
as we will see, but I will argue that it also 
“moves the ball forward” towards a more 
adequate ecclesiological framework for 
Church ministry.

Francis has paid relatively little at-
tention to structural questions related to 
Church ministry; he has been more con-
cerned with the baptismal call to mission-
ary discipleship. Where he has focused 
on ordained ministry, it has been largely 
to denounce clericalism and stress the 
need for the Church’s ministers to “have 
the smell of their sheep.” This makes this 
recent document all the more significant.

First, read as a whole, Antiquum Minis-
terium moves away from the prominence 
given to ordained ministry in general and, 
in particular, to what the late Benedic-
tine theologian Ghislain Lafont termed 
a “sacral priesthood.” This stress on the 
sacrality of the priesthood, and a cultic 
theology that supported it, was particu-
larly pronounced under the previous two 
pontificates.

By contrast, Francis locates the role of 
the installed catechist, not in relation to 
ordained ministry but within his broader 
missionary commitment to engage the 
world on its own terms. 

Second, the Pope presents the installed 
ministry of the catechist as “one specific 
form of service among others within the 
Christian community.” Indeed, by creat-
ing a formal, installed ministry of the cat-
echist, Antiquum Ministerium invites us 
to imagine a Church built up by a range 
of what we might speak of as “ordered” 
ministries, that is, formal public minis-
tries, some constituted by sacramental 
ordination and others by a formal instal-
lation or commissioning.

To be sure, the document does not 
make this shift explicit and it continues 
a problematic and ecclesiologically un-
necessary reliance on the lay-clergy dis-
tinction. So accustomed have we become 
to its employment that it is easy to forget 
that the lay-clergy distinction is primarily 
canonical in character, lacking any sub-
stantive biblical foundation. Although its 
continued use may be defensible in some 
contexts, it does not belong to the doctri-
nal core of Church teaching on ministry.

It is worthy of note that the Pope finds 
precedent for this kind of “installed” min-

istry in the earliest period of Christian 
ministerial practice, a period that predates 
the distinction between laity and clergy. 
Recall that the word laikos does not even 
appear in the New Testament and is found 
only once in noncanonical literature prior 
to the late second century. Francis writes:

From the beginning, the Christian 
community was characterised by many 
different forms of ministry carried out 
by men and women who, obedient to the 
working of the Holy Spirit, devoted their 
lives to the building up of the Church. At 
times, the charisms that the Spirit con-
stantly pours out on the baptised took on 
a visible and tangible form of immediate 
service to the Christian community, one 
recognised as an indispensable diakonia 
for the community.

So, in spite of the continued use of 
“lay” language, the Pope appears to 
move beyond a rigid laity-clergy binary 
to pursue a vision of the Church built up 
by baptismal charisms and ordered min-
istries — some of which are established 
by sacramental ordination, and others, by 
ministerial installation.

Such “installed ministries” have their 
own theological integrity, require their 
own extended theological formation, 
and may be subject to, where the lo-
cal Churches can afford it, professional 
remuneration. Most importantly, they 
would require formal ritualisation.

The significance of this last point is 
easily overlooked. Any public or ordered 
ministry is intrinsically ecclesial in char-
acter and, if it is to be viewed as some-
thing other than a clerical auxiliary, ought 
to be subject to both an appropriate ritual 
epiclesis or prayer for the assistance of 
the Holy Spirit and its own ritual com-
missioning or sending forth in public 
service. Indeed, Pope Francis has now 
called for the rapid creation of just such 
an installation ritual for catechists.

The category of installed ministry was 
first created by Pope Paul VI. In the 1972 
apostolic letter Ministeria Quaedam, the 
Pope suppressed the so called “minor or-
ders” such as tonsure, porter and exorcist, 
that had been part of the medieval cursus 
honorum, a ministerial ladder of ecclesi-
astical advancement. In its place, he es-
tablished the “installed” ministries of lec-
tor and acolyte that were open to the laity 
(but only males) and could be exercised 

on a stable basis.
Unfortunately, what he took away with 

one hand (requiring that future deacons 
and priests be promoted up the ladder of 
minor orders), he returned with the other 
(requiring future deacons and priests to 
be first installed as lector and acolyte be-
fore their ordination).

Paul VI also invited individual epis-
copal conferences to create other appro-
priate installed ministries. It was an op-
portunity to dramatically expand formal 
Church ministries beyond holy orders. 
However, because Ministeria Quaedam 
limited installed ministries to lay males, 
the invitation was largely ignored. Of 
course, various forms of lay ministry 
have since flourished in many parts of the 
Church, and particularly in North Amer-
ica, yet without the formal ecclesiastical 
approbation that a formal installation 
might confer.

Francis changed the equation, how-
ever, when this past January, he revised 
Canon 230 in order to allow for both men 
and women to serve as installed minis-
ters.

The new creation of the installed min-
istry of catechist, open to males and fe-
males, does represent a broadening of for-
mal Church ministries. Its impact could 
be even greater if its establishment were 
to encourage episcopal conferences to fi-
nally respond to Paul VI’s invitation and 
create other “installed” ministries appro-
priate to the needs of their local Churches.

Does this modest ministerial devel-
opment explicitly address the pressing 
question regarding whether to allow both 
men and women, married and single, to 
be considered for all public ministries, in-
cluding those constituted by sacramental 
ordination? No, it doesn’t. But a renewed 
emphasis on a diversity of public, ordered 
ministries could further move our Church 
away from the reductive clergy-laity bi-
nary.

The more our Church is animated by 
a variety of baptismal charisms and or-
dered ministries, some formal and some 
less formal, some constituted by public 
installation, others by sacramental ordina-
tion, the more it can distance itself from 
the toxic sacralization of sacramentally 
ordained ministries, and the unnecessary 
restrictions that sacralisation has encour-
aged. — By Richard Gaillardetz, NCR

Francis’ new ministry of  
catechist may help shrink 
the clergy-laity gap
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Fr Arturo Sosa SJ spoke about 
how Francis, the first Jesuit 
pope, is working to reform 

the Church, even though some bish-
ops “are not rowing with him,” and 
considered whether this opposition 
could lead to division in the Church.

I began with a remark from the 
book — “I see Ignatius as a great re-
former” — and asked if he sees Pope 
Francis as a reformer too.

Fr Sosa explained that he had used 
the adjective “great” when asked 
whether Ignatius could be consid-
ered “an apostle of the Counter-
Reformation.” He remarked, “Fre-
quently, Ignatius and his companions 
have been presented as ‘counter re-
formers’ but my point is, he was not 
in the counter-reformation. He was a 
reformer, and a better reformer than 
Luther.” He recalled that Luther ad-
vocated a reformation but “ended up 
with a schism that he did not initially 
desire,” whereas Ignatius, like other 

reformers in the Catholic Church, 
like Francis of Assisi, “obtained re-
forms without causing division.”

“In that sense,” he said, “Francis 
is one who believes that the Church 
needs to be reformed and he knows 
that the reform of the Church comes 
from the Second Vatican Council. 
So he wants to put in place that kind 
of reform, the reform that was dis-
cerned and decided in the Second 
Vatican Council.”

In his book, Fr Sosa highlighted 
“synodality” as one of the main ele-

ments for that reform of the Church. 
He explained, “Synodality is the 
word we are using now, but the Sec-
ond Vatican Council used the expres-
sion ‘People of God.’”

He recalled that in Argentina, 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio “was one of 
the promoters of the ‘Teologia del 
pueblo’ [theology of the people].” 
He said today “the main reform is 
that the Church really becomes ‘the 
People of God’ and that means that 
its ministers are servants or pastors. 
Francis uses the image of pastor of-

ten, meaning that everyone is taking 
care of the other one. The pastor is 
not a chief, the others are not sheep. 
That is a very big, deep reform.”

When he spoke in the Church of 
Gesú in Rome, on Sept 27, 2014, for 
the 200th anniversary of the restora-
tion of the Society of Jesus, Francis 
called on his fellow Jesuits, saying 
“let us all row together!” I asked if 
the Jesuits are doing that, Fr Sosa re-
plied, “Yes! Yes! I think so. We are 
trying to row together and to row 
deeper.”

But, he said, “the danger is that 
some can row in one direction, others 
in another direction, so the big chal-
lenge is to row together in the same 
direction. And today, Pope Francis is 
giving a direction to the Church to 
row together.”

Asked how he interprets the fact 
that some bishops are not rowing 
with Francis, the Jesuit leader said 
this is due to “the diversity in human 
nature and in the Church. Bishops 
have been appointed in many differ-
ent moments, with many different 
criteria. There are bishops for whom 
the Second Vatican Council, which 
took place almost 60 years ago, is not 
part of their normal way of proceed-
ing.” Many still do not accept it as a 
way to reform the Church or the path 
the Church should follow, he said.

“The risk is always there,” he said, 
of a parallel Church emerging, “but I 
don’t see a near risk of a division of 
the Church.”

Arturo Sosa, SJ on what Pope Francis 
and St Ignatius have in common

In the book, Walking With Igna-
tius, when asked if he thinks the 

Catholic Church in Europe and the 
Americas is heading toward becom-
ing a Church composed of a small, 
pure minority, 

Fr Sosa warned, “We need to 
be careful about purity as it can be 
the seed of religious fundamental-
ism which is the worst of all kinds 
of fundamentalism because it kills 
in the name of God and sows in-
tolerance in His name.” He added, 
“There is no room for intolerance in 
the church.”

I asked where he sees such intol-
erance today. He replied, “I see it in 
the absence of mercy.” For example, 
“in the many attitudes surrounding 
the [phenomenon of abuse.”

He said, “For me, abuse is a very 
significant sin of the Church, of the 
clergy and other members of the 

Church. I am not justifying it and, as 
the Pope said, I too think that even 
one abuse is already a shame for us.” 
He added, “That is the starting point. 

I think we have done something 
about recognising the errors and the 
sins, but the intolerance is about the 
other steps.”

Fr Sosa said, “The victims and 
those who are abusers need to be 
healed. Abuse is a very deep wound, 
and we need to heal that. But how do 
you heal that? With intolerance? No! 
You heal that with mercy. You heal 
that by accompanying processes. 
You heal that by reconciliation and 
forgiveness.”

In the book, he speaks about the 
need to find ways to bring healing to 
the perpetrators as well.

I asked if he was shocked or sur-
prised when he saw abuse cases 
emerging among the Jesuits. “Yes,” 
he said. “It was a very painful situ-
ation. Very painful. And there was 
not one case, there were many cases, 
and in many places including Chile, 

the United States, Germany, Eng-
land, Spain and elsewhere. It was re-
ally a shock, a shock in the sense that 
I had not imagined the possibility.”

Does he think the Church is over-
coming this problem? Fr Sosa said, 
“I feel that the Church has started to 
do that, but it is not behind us, it is 
still in front of us, and we have to 
face it. I think the Church has begun 
to take steps and the big change I 
have seen is to put the victim in the 
centre.” He recalled, “The first reac-
tion, 30 or more years ago when the 
first cases came, was the defence of 
the institution, of the order or of the 
diocese — putting the institution be-
fore the individual.

“But today, the victim is put in 
the first place, to hear the victim, to 
believe the victim and the suffering 
of the victim, and that has helped 
change a lot the behaviour of the 

Church and it has helped to put in 
place the norms and the procedures 
and so on,” he said. “I think that to-
day there is no case that is not de-
nounced and placed under civil law 
and canon law.”

But, he said, “that is not enough. 
We have also to move as a group in 
the sense that, yes, the victim is a 
victim, but there is also a perpetrator 
who has problems. Moreover, the 
victim and the perpetrator are part 
of our community, so there is also 
an institutional dimension to what is 
going to happen, and there is also a 
cultural dimension.”

“All this is a big cultural change,” 
he said, “and if we take seriously 
what we believe, namely, that in the 
end redemption is a work of forgive-
ness and reconciliation, then that is 
the big challenge, how to arrive at 
this. We have a long way to go.”

A painful journey

Since the numbers of Jesuits have 
decreased in recent decades, I 

asked how the society relates to those 
who left. “Very many former Jesuits 
are working in our apostolates and 
are working in a good way,” he said, 
explaining that “normally, most of 
the Jesuits who left the society con-
cluded in the process that this was 
not their vocation or the Society told 
them this is not the place for you. For 
the majority, this is a very well-done 
process in dialogue and [the deci-
sion is made] with agreement. But 
there are also cases when it is not like 
that and they are told you must go or 
when there is a very big problem.”

“It’s normal that some persons 
leave during formation,” he said, “the 
idea of the formation is to test. But if 
they leave after formation, that raises 
another question.” He revealed that in 
some provinces in recent years, “an 
abnormal number of young priests 
left the society,” and this raises ques-
tions regarding “our formation and 
our accompaniment.”

In the book, Fr Sosa said, “Africa 
is today the place where the apostolic 
body of the society is seeing the most 
growth, as much in vocations as in 
our activities and partnerships.”

Asked in the interview about this 
development, he said, “Africa is 
the younger Church. The Church is 
growing in Africa, and so too is the 
Society of Jesus.” The society also 
has many vocations in Vietnam, Fr 
Sosa said, “but the circumstances 
are different there and could even 
be linked to the wish to be free. But 
the growth in Africa is bigger and 
may be like what happened in Latin 
America over a hundred years ago.”

Asked if having a Jesuit pope has 
increased the number of vocations to 
the society, Fr Sosa said, “It’s impos-
sible to prove that, but I think Pope 
Francis is a good point of reference 
for many people.”

He revealed in the book that many 
of the vocations to the Society today 
do not come from Jesuit institutions. 
He explained that in “the 1960s or 

1970s, the main reference point for 
Jesuit vocations was its schools,” 
but “this is no longer the case today 
as there are many other ways to get 
in touch with the society, including 
through our work with refugees or in 
the parishes and through the spiritual 
exercises.”

Indeed, “young people are quite at-
tracted to the exercises, and we have 
so many ways of offering the exer-
cises [now], whereas before we had a 
more rigid model.” He added, “Many 
women give exercises even to Jesu-
its, and they are very good. So that’s 
a whole new development.”

Asked what he envisages the So-
ciety of Jesus will be like in 10 to 20 
years’ time, Fr Sosa said, “I think we 
will be fewer in terms of numbers, 
maybe 10,000 to 12,000, but we 
will be younger. Now we have a big 
group of elders — and I am one of 
them — and we will not be here in 
20 years.”

“We will be more diverse cultur-
ally,” he said. “That’s another amaz-

ing phenomenon in the Society, the 
variety of cultures and the variety 
of social and family backgrounds of 
the new men joining the society. And 
there will be more inter-cultural com-
munities.”

He envisages “more collaboration 
with others, with non-Jesuits, not 
only more collaboration in our works 
but also in our working together with 
others in common projects, with 
Catholics and non-Catholics.”

“We have a huge group of Jesuits 
in Asia and in Africa, in countries 
where Christians are minorities,” he 
said. “So, in addition to being inter-
cultural, I think we will also be inter-
religious in many places. I envisage a 
society more in dialogue in all these 
processes, and very engaged in social 
work ... that is associated with the 
climate crisis and with poverty — to-
day a great many Jesuits are working 
with the poor.”

In the book, he said “the fact that 
the Pope is now a Jesuit places us at 
a disadvantage because he has to be 

careful not to give the impression that 
he has a preferential relationship with 
the Society.” I suggested there must 
be advantages too, so which ones?

“For me, the advantage is that 
you can talk the same language,” he 
said. “When we say the word ‘dis-
cernment’, we are saying the same 
thing. When we say ‘consultation,’ 
we know what we are talking about, 
likewise when we say ‘availability’ 
(disponabilitá). We are talking the 
same language.”

He recalled that “it was very dif-
ficult to talk to St John Paul II. He 
spoke another language. He under-
stood religious life in a very different 
way to Francis. And you can ask the 
nuns about this too, not just the Jesu-
its. John Paul II did not understand a 
religious man who was not ordained; 
he did not understand a brother. For 
him religious life was for women, 
for the not ordained, but in a second 
place.” — By Gerard O’Connell, 
America (https://www.americama-
gazine.org/)

There is hope for the future

Arturo Sosa, SJ, Superior General of the Society of Jesus, granted an interview to 
GERARD O’CONNELL of America in the Jesuit Curia in Rome on the eve of the 
launch of a new book published to coincide with the Ignatian Year. 

We spoke on May 10, the eve of the launch of Walking with Ignatius, a work based 
on interviews he conducted with Dario Menor, a Spanish journalist and a married 
man with children who is not a member of the society. The 270-page book offers 
deep insights and stimulating material for reflection and discussion during the 
Ignatian Year that commemorates the 500th anniversary of Ignatius’ conversion 
after he was badly injured by a cannonball at Pamplona, Spain on May 20, 1521. The 
commemoration begins on May 20 and concludes July 31, 2022, the saint’s feastday.

Cover of Walking with Ignatius book.



It is not enough today to be 
merely a saint; we must have 
a saintliness demanded by the 

present moment.
Simone Weil wrote that, and she 

is right. We need saints demanded 
by the present moment and I would 
like to propose someone whom, I 
believe, fits that description, Henri 
Nouwen, the priest and popular 
spiritual writer who died in 1996. 
What was his saintliness and why 
is it particularly apropos in terms of 
the present moment?

Henri Nouwen is arguably the 
most influential spirituality writer 
of our generation. However, his 
spirituality was not born out of an 
easy temperament nor an untested 
faith. As Michael Higgins writes in 
his biography of Nouwen, his was 
a “genius born of anguish”. Nouw-
en was a saint wracked with anxi-
ety, an ideal patron for a generation 
awash with it.

He was a complex, anguished, 
anxious person with a hypersensi-
tive personality. He was prone to 
obsessiveness in his intimate rela-
tionships, occasionally manifested 
a neediness that was more child-
ish than childlike and was forever 

haunted by the sense that (despite 
all the love, acceptance, and suc-
cess he experienced) he was not 
really loved, and no place was 
home for him. As well, he nursed 
a wound inside that he could never 
explain to others nor make peace 
with himself. Coupled with all this, 
he had an artistic temperament 
(with both its gifts and its bur-
dens) and, like many artists, had to 
struggle to remain robust, normal 
and balanced in the creative pro-
cess, enjoy a down-to-earth san-
ity and keep his sexuality within 
the bounds of his vows. Thus, he 
could go out on a stage, radiate a 
powerful energy, and then step off 
the stage and within minutes break 
down in tears and beg someone to 
console him. In terms of his sexual-
ity, though he was a vowed celibate 
who remained faithful to his vows, 
occasionally he would fall in love 
so obsessively with someone that 
he was able to keep his vows and 
his sanity only by checking himself 
into a clinic for professional help.

This isn’t the stuff you normally 
read in the lives of saints, at least of 
those who are officially canonised 
and held up as models of sanctity; 

but that is, in fact, the stuff of saint-
liness. Soren Kierkegaard, whom 
Henri idealised, defined a saint this 
way: a saint is someone who can 
will the one thing. Not an easy task. 
Not because the right thing is hard 
to will, but because we also will 
many other things. Thomas Aqui-
nas affirmed that every choice is a 
renunciation. That’s an understate-
ment. Every choice is a series of 
renunciations, and that makes both 
choosing and saintliness difficult.

Writing his diaries, Nouwen de-
scribes his struggle in this way: I 
want to be a great saint, but I also 

want to experience all the sensa-
tions that sinners experience. I 
want to withdraw into the silence 
of prayer, but I don’t want to miss 
anything happening in the world. I 
want to bury myself in anonymity 
among the poor, but I also want to 
write books, be known by others, 
see places, meet people, and do 
interesting things. That’s what he 
wrestled with, just as we all do, but 
he managed, in the end, to will the 
one thing.

How did he do it, how did he 
become a saint despite it all? He 
did it through a humble honesty 
that never denied his struggles. He 
did it by accepting his own com-
plexity, by falling to his knees in 
prayers of helplessness when his 
own strength wasn’t enough, and 
by letting the poor love him.  And 
he did it by sharing his wounds 
with the world, by seeking pro-
fessional help whenever he broke 
down, and by learning from all 
the pain, obsessiveness and heart-
ache that, in the end, our hearts 
are stronger than our wounds; 
because of that we can keep our 
commitments and ultimately find 
peace inside of complexity, temp-

tation and struggle.
The saints of old, no doubt, had 

their own struggles in trying to will 
the one thing, to healthily channel 
their wild energies and give them-
selves over to God. However, the 
stories we hear of their lives tend 
to highlight more their virtue than 
their struggle. For example, Moth-
er Teresa is also a saint from our 
generation, and a very inspirational 
one at that. For many of us, her life 
and her virtue seem so far removed 
from our own earthy and messy 
struggles that we look at her as a 
saint we can admire but not quite 
imitate. That’s unfair of course. 
She also had her struggles, mam-
moth ones. Still, it is not her strug-
gles that are generally highlighted 
when her story is told.

Henri Nouwen’s story and his 
writings highlight his struggles, 
not just his virtue and wisdom. 
Knowing the earthiness of his 
struggles can give the impression 
that there is less in him to admire 
than in someone like Mother Te-
resa. Perhaps. But, in Nouwen we 
see someone we can more easily 
imitate. — By Fr Ron Rolheiser, 
all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

A saint for our time
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Ashley McKinless: Since you 
are the superior general of the 
Jesuits, and Pope Francis is 
our first Jesuit pope, who’s in 
charge? Do you report to him 
or does he report to you?
Arturo Sosa, SJ: He is the Pope, so 
it’s very clear. Every Jesuit reports to 
the Pope. When a Jesuit becomes a 
bishop, his obedience [is no longer] 
to the superiors of the Society. No, 
the bishop depends on the Pope, and 
the Pope depends on himself, on the 
Spirit. Ignatius Loyola used to call 
the Pope the vicar of Christ on Earth. 
[Francis] is the Pope. So, I am ac-
countable to him.
Colleen Dulle: What is it like to 
meet with the Pope? What’s 
your relationship like?
It is a very fraternal and respectful re-
lationship. Pope Francis knows very 
well the Society of Jesus. And he 
knows just how we can help him, and 
he knows what to ask the Society and 
which persons can be missioned for 
his projects. And in a very fraternal 
way, we know each other from many, 
many years ago. So, it is a relation-
ship that has been growing differently 
in different moments of my life.
AM: You’ve said the Pope is 
the pope. Who is the superior 
general? How would you de-
scribe your job?
I would describe it as the neck of a 
body. You know that Ignatius and St 
Paul love to use the image of the body 
for the Church and for the Society of 
Jesus. And I feel I am the neck of a 
body, and the head is Jesus Christ. 
The superior general is the one who 
tries to assure the connection between 
the body and its head. And that’s my 
task, to be the neck, to be the commu-
nication between the Society of Jesus 
and the head, Jesus Christ.

CD: We are entering the Igna-
tian Year, which is a celebra-
tion of the 500th anniversary 
of the cannonball injury that 
St Ignatius experienced while 
he was defending Pamplona. 
It was a pivotal moment in his 
life. He was confined to bed. 
He began his conversion pro-
cess then. Why is it important 
for the Jesuits to return to that 
moment of conversion in Igna-
tius’ life? What does it teach us 
today?
We do not “return to”; we are not 
going back. We make memory of a 
special moment that actually opens a 
new path for the life of a man, Igna-
tius Loyola — a moment that led him 
to found the Society of Jesus. We are 
remembering that because we can 
still learn a lot from Ignatius’ process.

A very important teaching is that 
by finding Jesus in our life, we can 
experience styles of living we can-
not even imagine by ourselves. And 
that’s what happened to Ignatius. 
Ignatius never imagined what his 
life would become after the personal 
encounter with Christ. If we open 
ourselves to deepen our relationship 
with Jesus, things will become new 
to our eyes, and new dimensions of 
our life’s mission will be renewed in 
a way we cannot plan or even imag-
ine.

That’s why, in this year, we do not 

talk about Ignatius. We talk about 
how we can see all things new — 
from the point of view of Christ. 
That’s what Ignatius learned in his 
own process.
CD: I want to ask you a little bit 
more about Pope Francis and 
how being a Jesuit has shaped 
him as Pope. He’s somebody 
who talks a lot about discern-
ment, which is a really impor-
tant part of Jesuit spiritual-
ity. What can we all learn from 
Pope Francis about discern-
ment?
Pope Francis is not only a Jesuit; he 
is a Christian. And discernment is 
part of Christianity. Discernment is 
an essential dimension of Christian 
life in all times. It is not something 
recent. Jesus was a man of discern-
ment. If you read the Gospels atten-
tively, you will see a man who is, all 
the time, trying to understand what is 
God’s will, to follow God’s will, and 
all Christians should do that. That’s 
why Jesus stayed with us after the 
resurrection, through the Spirit. He 
gave us the most precious gift: his 
Spirit, the way of discerning.

We are about to celebrate Pente-
cost in a few days. So, we can re-
new our idea of being guided by the 
Spirit. Discernment is the skill every 
Christian needs to be guided by the 
Holy Spirit. And that’s why Ignatian 
spirituality is pointed to that.

Ignatian Spiritual Exercises are a 
kind of discernment school. Follow-
ing the Spiritual Exercises, every per-
son can be helped to hear the voice of 
God calling him to a fully human life 
and to decide to follow that voice — 
to make an election.

AM: So, all Jesuits do the Spir-
itual Exercises, but one thing 
that’s always struck me about 
the Society is the diverse di-
rections that Jesuits go in 
from there. You have Jesuits 
who are teachers, doctors, ac-
tors, podcasters, everything 
you can think of. That’s clearly 
part of the Jesuit charism and 
the strength of the order. But 
as the person who’s on top of 
that, at the neck, how do you 
manage such a diverse work-
force?
Every day I discover something new 
that Jesuits are doing! Because each 
Jesuit is a font of creativity. And it is 
very important to understand that the 
Society of Jesus is not an organiza-
tion for “doing something.” It’s not a 
job. No, the Society of Jesus is made 
of people who want to respond to 
the call of the Spirit. And as we also 
learned from the Bible, the Spirit — 
we don’t know where he’s going to 
guide us.

So, what we need is to be very in 
touch with the Spirit. We do not in-
vent a mission for ourselves or try to 
do new things because of the novelty 
they can have. We respond to God’s 
will, whatever it might be. And my 
big responsibility is to follow that, to 
be sure that the Society is really fol-
lowing God’s will. Thus, it’s done 
through a flexible structure that trusts 
in every person who shares the mis-
sion and its roots in Christ. And we 
try, together, to find the way that God 

is showing us.
That’s why, in the last years, we 

are deepening discernment in com-
mon, not only discernment as a per-
sonal process but discernment of the 
body. We need to hear as a body, the 
Spirit.

CD: You have this amazing, di-
verse group of people who are 
doing so many cool and dif-
ferent things. But at the same 
time, at least in the US and Eu-
rope, vocations have been go-
ing down. I’m wondering what 
your vision of the Society is in 
the next 10 to 20 years.
I think the Society of Jesus in 10 or 
20 years will be smaller than now in 
numbers of Jesuits but larger in col-
laboration with others. We are learn-
ing a lot in collaboration with others. 
And this is our way of being integrat-
ed, in a bigger way, of carrying the 
mission of Jesus Christ.

The Society of Jesus will be inte-
grated by a greater variety of cultures, 
living in and witnessing intercultural-
ity. This is an amazing characteristic 
of the Society of Jesus: We are so di-
verse, and this diversity is growing. 
We have people from I don’t know 
how many cultures, living the same 
vocation, in the same Spirit. And our 
big challenge is to enrich ourselves 
from that variety or diversity.

We will be a Society of Jesus, 
adapting to the lifestyles, to the 
works, to the demands of a better 
balance with the environment. That, 
I think, is a big challenge for our 
life: how we embody as a big group 
of persons — in many places of the 
world, coming from different cul-
tures — how we can be witness of 
a new way of relationship with the 
environment. — America (https://
www.americamagazine.org/

Discernment is for every Christian — not just Jesuits
On May 20, 2021, the Society of Jesus kicks off the Ignatian Year, 
a celebration of the 500th anniversary of the conversion of St Igna-
tius Loyola, following his “cannonball moment” on the battle-field 
of Pamplona. To kick off this year of prayer and deepening con-
version in our own lives, America spoke with Arturo Sosa, SJ, the 
superior general of the Jesuits. Ashley McKinless, the host of the 
“Jesuitical” podcast, and Colleen Dulle of “Inside the Vatican” ask 
Fr Sosa what Christians today can learn from Ignatius’ journey to-
wards Christ, about his relationship with Pope Francis and more.
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Catholic Sisters (with MDs) are on the frontline 
in the fight against COVID-19 in India
She does not say it directly, but 

Beena Madhavath, U.M.I., 
seems quietly proud of the 

doctors, nurses and support staff of 
all stripes working with her at Holy 
Family Hospital in Mumbai, India, 
marvelling at their commitment and 
stamina as they contend with what 
has proved to be a devastating second 
wave of COVID-19.

Mixed with that pride is an obvi-
ous concern about exhaustion and 
burnout. The healers at Holy Family, 
where Sr Beena serves as deputy di-
rector, have been working nonstop for 
weeks.

“Last year our healthcare workers 
had terrible fear of contracting the 
disease,” Sr Beena says. “They also 
had resistance from their families,” 
who were afraid for their safety, “but 
this year we found there was no resist-
ance…. In this wave they knew what 
they were facing.”

During that first wave, many doc-
tors, nurses and other staff were infect-
ed and became ill with COVID-19, Sr 

Beena says. This time, with most staff 
vaccinated in March, Holy Family has 
not experienced its own internal epi-
demic. “Very few have contracted the 
infection,” she says.

The vaccinations offer a sense of 
security, but in truth Sr Beena suspects 
that during this second surge, medical 
and support teams had no time to be 
anxious about themselves as scores 
of COVID-19 cases began arriving 
at Holy Family’s emergency room 
doors. “Very sick patients, patients 
who are gasping,” she says. “Some 
even were brought to the hospital and 
by the time they reached the hospital, 
they were dead.

“We had a very, very terrible time 
in the month of April in Mumbai,” 
Sr Beena says. “The demand was too 
much, but we continued somehow.”

In addition to her administrative du-
ties, Sr Beena is one of Holy Family’s 
ob-gyn practitioners. During the crisis, 
she has delivered a number of babies, 
even cesarean births, with patients 
who were suffering from COVID-19.

How has she managed the stress 
and workload herself?

“I find a lot of strength in prayer, 
my relationship with God,” she says, 
“and the hope that this, too, shall 
pass.”

She also welcomes “the support 
and prayers and the encouragement I 
get from my friends, my family, my 
own community of sisters and the Ur-
suline sisters community from across 
the world who are praying for us.”

People call her every day to tell her 
that they are aware of India’s suffer-
ing and that they are praying for her 
and her sisters and staff. “That itself is 
very, very consoling,” she says.

Material help may also be on the 
way from the United States: Catholic 
Health Association members met last 
week with Sr Beena, over Zoom, for 
a networking and needs assessment, 
and Catholic Relief Services reports 
that it is gathering resources to sup-
port more than 50 hospitals in smaller 
cities through the Catholic Health As-
sociation of India. That collaboration 
will help sustain treatment for more 
than 100,000 COVID-19 patients, ac-
cording to CRS. The US Church’s of-
ficial relief and development agency 
will be delivering personal protective 
equipment kits, medical supplies and 
disinfectants, and will be provid-

ing food for recovering patients and 
psychosocial support for healthcare 
workers.

CHA member Providence St Jo-
seph Health Foundation is accepting 
donations to support institutions in 
Hyderabad, India, and Hospital Sis-
ters Mission Outreach is co-sponsor-
ing another effort, Breath for India. 
The Catholic Near East Welfare As-
sociation has also launched an emer-
gency campaign to rush funds to In-
dia to help the local churches respond 
to the escalating crisis.

In addition to prayers from every-
one, that assistance will be heartily 
welcomed in India, Sr Beena says, as 
the country now needs “any sort of 
help.” The healthcare system is on the 
verge of a breakdown, she warns.

Catholic hospitals and medical clin-
ics all over India are doing their 

utmost to respond to the crisis. She as-
sists at her convent’s health clinic in the 
Ramgarh district of Jharkhand state in 
eastern India.

No COVID-19 patients have been 
treated there so far, but, she says, local 
private and government hospitals have 
been overwhelmed. Her community has 
suffered illnesses and death because of 
COVID-19, but many sisters have now 
been vaccinated. She has been alarmed 

by the degree of denial she still encoun-
ters among the people of her district.

 “I feel the people themselves could 
have taken the situation a little more se-
riously,” Sr Mary says.

“I hear from the people in the vil-
lages saying: ‘No virus will attack us.’” 
Because of “digging in the ground” 
and poor hygienic conditions that have 
exposed them to more pathogens, they 
believe, “We have the immunity pow-
er,” she reports in an email to America. 
“Even if the symptoms are found, they 

don’t immediately rush to the hospital, 
rather they wait to see what happens 
next. If the person is dead, they go to 
bury.

“Even now there are many wedding 
ceremonies taking place,” she notes. “I 
feel the people have not learned from 
the past experience. For them, celebra-
tions are more important than the health 
of the person.”

Because of the nation’s strained re-
sources, people are dying in rural India 
without ever being tested for COV-

ID-19, Sr Beena says, part of the reason 
she is not confident in the accuracy of 
the figures being released by the Indian 
government.

She does not expect the tide to turn 
anytime soon. Everything depends on 
how quickly Indian health officials can 
ramp up the nation’s vaccination effort.

If 25 to 30 per cent of the popula-
tion can get fully vaccinated, she be-
lieves, India’s medical infrastructure 
can emerge from crisis mode and begin 
to contain the outbreak. By mid-May, 

India had fully vaccinated just 2.7 per 
cent of its population. “Because of the 
large population in India, whatever 
plan, whatever infrastructure we have, 
we feel that there is still scarcity and 
shortage.”

But, Sr Beena adds, “In two to three 
months time, if we continue with the 
vaccination programme and COVID-
appropriate behaviour, we will be able 
to get COVID under control.” — By 
Kevin Clarke, America (https://www.
americamagazine.org/

Overcoming stress 
with prayer

Celebrations are more important than health of persons

A man mourns as he prepares to perform the last rites on a child who died of COVID-19 at a crematorium in New 
Delhi on May 12, 2021. (UCA News photo/Arun Sankar via AFP)

Sr Beena Madhavath

Holy Family’s 270-bed facility has 
been just about completely full 

since the latest COVID-19 outbreak 
stormed across India in March and 
April. This month the rate of new 
cases in Mumbai seems to have pla-
teaued, Sr Beena says.

But “I’m not sure how many days 
it will last,” she says, pointing out 
that in many other parts of India, the 
outbreak is running completely out of 
control.

And Mumbai’s “plateau” has not 
translated into much of a respite for 
Holy Family’s staff — 148 of the 170 
beds set aside for COVID-19 patients 
were occupied on May 6 and the hos-
pital’s 18-bed intensive care unit was 
at 100 per cent capacity, Sr Beena 
reports. “Every day we have to turn 
away eight to 10 ICU patients,” she 
says.

And everyone has a breaking point. 
Two doctors working in the intensive 
care unit recently submitted their 
resignations. They had been dealing 
with COVID-19 since the first wave 
back in March 2020, and Sr Beena 
describes them as emotionally and 
physically drained.

“They are tired of seeing patients 
who are dying,” she says, “patients 
who are not able to recover, inform-
ing the family members and address-

ing their grief.”
Conditions in India could not be 

more grave. Multiple states are re-
porting COVID-19 positivity rates in 
excess of 25 per cent, and daily tallies 
of more than 350,000 new confirmed 
cases have become common. The 
death toll has topped 250,000 and is 
escalating rapidly. Health care experts 
around the country estimate that the 
true toll in cases and deaths is surely 
much higher.

While shortages of even basic 
medical supplies have been reported 
across India, Sr Beena says Holy 
Family is, at least for now, well sup-
plied with oxygen and personal pro-
tective equipment. In Mumbai “we 
are in a better position than most parts 
of India,” she says.

She is more concerned about acute 
shortages reported in other cities and, 
increasingly, in India’s rural villages. 
In addition to her work as director of 
Holy Family, Sr Beena is president 
of the Sister Doctors Forum of India, 
representing 1,000 women religious 
M.D.s at work throughout India; 80 
per cent of them are in rural and tribal 
areas.

She worries that conditions for 
these sister-doctors are bound to get 
much worse as the pandemic reaches 
India’s peripheries. “Last year when 

we had the first wave, it was limited 
mostly to the cities where the popula-
tion density is more, but this time, it is 
spreading to smaller towns and even 
to rural India.”

Sister-doctors, she says, are fre-
quently single-handedly managing an 
increasing case-load of COVID-19 
patients at their small clinics. They 
are often bereft of testing equipment, 
oxygen, essential medicines — even 
personal protection gear — and face 
“all sorts of challenges.”

The Catholic Bishops Conference 
of India is seeking support for its 
Office for Healthcare, which hopes 
to use the Church’s parish network 
to get medical kits, including pulse 
oximeters and digital thermometers, 
and other assistance to rural families 
struck by COVID-19.

Reports have emerged in recent 
days of scores of bodies adrift on the 
Ganges River. Rural communities 
have run out of wood for cremations 
and are simply setting loved ones 
adrift in Ganges waters.

Acute shortage of medical 
supplies, doctors exhausted

A medical worker tends to a patient 
inside the ICU ward at Holy Family 
Hospital in New Delhi. (TheStar photo)
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Jesuits take in newborns from 
burning Philippine hospital
MANILA: Jesuit priests have turned 
their chapel at a major public hospital 
in Manila into an evacuation and care 
centre for 35 newborn babies after a 
fire gutted the maternity wing of the 
hospital.

Twenty-seven out of the 35 infants 
taken to the chapel were in critical con-
dition and on life support following the 
blaze at the Philippine General Hospi-
tal in Ermita district on May 16. 

The infants were still in the chapel 
two days after the fire, according to 
Jesuit Fr Marlito Ocon.

He said they were unable to transfer 

the 35 babies out of the chapel because 
of the COVID-19 situation.

Some of the babies needed oxygen 
because they had difficulty breathing 
because of the smoke, he said.

No one was hurt or killed in the 
blaze which reportedly took firefight-
ers four hours to bring under control.

“Our nurses and doctors are excel-
lent here. All the patients survived the 
fire,” Fr Ocon said, adding that key 
equipment needed to care for the in-
fants was successfully transferred.

He could not say how long the in-
fants would remain in the chapel.

As well as asking for donations, the 
Jesuit also praised the team of health 
workers that took the children to safety.

“Even though emergency protocols 
say you have to save first those who 
are able and leave behind those who 
aren’t, they stayed until everyone was 
out and safe. When human instinct 
dictates that you have to save yourself, 
they took the risk,” he said on Face-
book on May 18.

“They crossed the red lines to 
rescue the babies left behind in the 
thick smoke at zero visibility.” — By                                                               
Joseph Peter Calleja, ucanews.com

WASHINGTON: The sale of 
$735 million worth of arms to Is-
rael undermines calls for a cease-
fire in the ongoing bombing of 
Gaza and can only make a terri-
ble situation worse, according to 
Campaign Against Arms Trade. 
The sale reportedly includes li-
cences for bombs and other mu-
nitions.

A group of US Reps, including 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez have 
issued a resolution to stop the 
deal, which was agreed prior to 
the current bombing campaign. 
The US is by far the largest pro-
vider of arms sales to Israel.

The UK government is also one 
of many that arms and supports 
the Israeli military, with at least 

£400 million worth of UK arms 
having been licensed since 2015, 
including components for fighter 
jets, military vehicles, ammuni-
tion and other military equipment.

Andrew Smith of Campaign 
Against Arms Trade said: “If this 
sale goes ahead, it can only make 
a terrible situation worse. The 
ongoing bombardment has killed 

hundreds of people and has exac-
erbated the humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza.

“This sale will not just pro-
vide military support for Israeli 
forces, but will also be regarded 
as a clear sign of political support 
for this assault and the repression 
that Palestinians are living un-
der. It totally undermines all calls 

for a ceasefire and will further 
strengthen the occupation and 
blockade which have punished 
Palestinians for years.

“The Biden administration and 
other arms dealing governments 
have the power to play a signifi-
cant role in pushing for peace, but 
that can’t happen through the sale 
of even more weapons.” — ICN

A truce prevails between Israel 
and the Palestinians, at least for 
the moment. What are your reflec-
tions as you look back over some 
50 days of the conflict in Gaza?
These were days of great sadness 
and deep frustration as violence 
raged and I was reduced to being 
simply an onlooker. I had the sense 
that our leaders manipulated us in 
order to whip us into a frenzy that 
made this war an expected and ac-
cepted outcome. Both the current 
Israeli leadership and Hamas seem 
to believe that there is something to 
be gained from military confronta-
tion. Both sides speak a language 
of “beating the other side” by 
military means. The “other side” is 
seen as an inhuman enemy. What 
was particularly worrying was the 
almost total silencing of all criti-
cal voices. On the Israeli side, the 
attempt to frame all Palestinian 
opposition as Islamic terrorism, 
drawing parallels between ISIS 
and Hamas, playing on the worst 
of Israeli Jewish fears, led to a 
muted response to reports that hun-
dreds of people were being killed 
in Gaza. The popular Israeli press 
was little interested in the civilian 
casualties and was much more in-
terested in the tracking down and 
“destroying” of the “terrorists.”  

Where does this leave the two peo-
ples? Is the situation worse now 
than before, with the sowing of 
greater hate and distrust?
The situation was very bad before 
too. This war illustrated the true ug-
liness that had been slightly more 
masked before the violence erupt-
ed into war, but the violence was 
there simmering under the surface. 
Wars transform violent thoughts 
and words into violent acts. These 

two peoples have been at war for 
decades; four or five generations 
have been teaching their children 
that the other side is an “enemy” 
to be fought. The past two genera-
tions have had almost no contact at 
all with the erection of the Separa-
tion Wall.

As you look ahead to the coming 
weeks and months, what do you 
hope for, and what do you fear 
most?
My hope remains the same hope al-
ways: that God will inspire some-
one or some group from within to 
start formulating a new language 
whose words will create a new vi-
sion that will grab people and make 
them realizse how much they have 
been manipulated in reducing the 
other to being simply “enemy.” Of 
course, such voices do exist here on 
the margins in both societies. What 
we really need is a miracle where-
by the new language will be heard. 
We need a political paradigm shift 
whereby our leaders, who have 
been speaking the language of war 
for so many generations, will be 
replaced by those who can offer 
a new language and a new vision. 
My fear also remains the same: 
that our leaders will simply remain 
in their positions as a result of the 

inertia that has characterised our 
situation for decades.

What are religious leaders do-
ing in this situation? What more 
could they do? What is the Church 
doing?
Religious leaders, for the most part, 
have allowed themselves to be sub-
ordinate to the political elites, who 
set the tone. Very few are the criti-
cal voices in the religious estab-
lishment which resist the political 
mobilisation of religious discourse 
to justify the political agenda. For 
the most part, the “God” of the re-
ligious establishment is harnessed 
to the goals of this political agenda. 
For this reason, Pope Francis’ visit 
was so interesting as I think he tried 
to break the chains that shackle re-
ligion to politics in our context. In 
his visits to Bethlehem and Jerusa-
lem, he refused to allow himself to 
be manipulated and invited the two 
political leaders he felt were the 
most open, Presidents Peres and 
Abu Mazen, to break out of violent 
political confrontation through a 
religious act of invocation.

In all of this, the Church has 
a very important role to play. As 
an autonomous body (the Jewish 
and Muslim leadership are for the 
most part paid by the state whereas 

Christian religious leadership is 
not integrated into the state bureau-
cracy), the Church can maintain an 
independent discourse. Her role 
is undoubtedly to maintain a lan-
guage of sanity, a role particularly 
important when insanity reigns. 
Christians are statistically margin-
al, but this should not be seen only 
as an indication of marginality and 
irrelevance, but also as a strength 
in not having to lobby for influence 
and power. The Church is deeply 
planted on both sides of the wall of 
enmity and is called to consciously 
embrace this situation and hold the 
faithful together.

Surely it was not irrelevant that 
the Latin parish in Gaza and the 
Latin parish in Beer Sheba were 
celebrating Mass throughout the 
conflict in a communion of faith. 
The resulting discourse is not a 
pious escape from reality or a dip-
lomatic balancing act, but rather a 
recognition of the humanity of all 
those who live here, a recognition 
of their deep woundedness and a 
promotion of their basic dignity. 
The Church is invited to de-scribe 
the world from the margins: from 
the point of the view of the chil-
dren, the women, the homeless, the 
oppressed ... The discourse that the 
Church can enunciate out of her 
reality in this land is possibly her 
greatest contribution to peace. For 
this she must engage herself fully 
in the society in which she lives 
and not isolate herself from it.

What is the way out of this im-
passe, this situation of confronta-
tion and conflict?
The way out is very simple: seeing 
the other as a human being. Listen-
ing to him or her and letting one-
self be touched by him or her. But 

in order to accomplish this, much 
healing needs to take place. Both 
sides claim victimhood and the real 
wounds they have suffered in the 
past (the Jews in their history as a 
minority, the Palestinians in their 
loss of their homeland) are manip-
ulated by a leadership that lives off 
these wounds. There is no doubt in 
my mind that a first step must be 
the end of Israeli occupation so 
that Palestinians can have a living 
space in which they are not sur-
rounded and controlled. However, 
this is not enough to really bring us 
out of the impasse.

What would you like to see the 
Church and the Pope do?
The Catholic Church has a very 
important role: speaking out and 
forming consciences. Deeply 
aware of how the discourse of 
Christians about Jews in the past 
has had disastrous effects on the 
actual lives of Jews, the Church 
must continue to formulate the 
on going revolution that has led 
to the birth of a new relationship 
with the Jewish people. Deeply 
aware of how the practices of the 
powerful throughout the centuries 
have dispossessed peoples of their 
homelands and destroyed their cul-
tures, the Church must continue to 
formulate her solidarity with those 
who are the victims of occupation 
and dispossession. In the Holy 
Land, these two sensibilities are in 
incredible tension and the Church 
is called to clearly formulate a vi-
sion which promotes the humanity, 
dignity and prosperity of both Jews 
and Palestinians. This clearly in-
volves speaking out fearlessly, not 
as a diplomat but as a prophet. — 
By Gerard O’Connell, America 
(https://www.americamagazine.org/

Biden’s bomb sales to Israel can only make a terrible situation worse

The first step to peace in the Holy Land 
is ending the occupation

Babies are brought into the chapel near the Philippine General Hospital. 
(UCA News Photo/Fr Marlito Ocon)

To better understand the present situation af-
ter the conflict in Gaza, Gerard O’Connell, 
contacted ISRAELI JESUIT FR DAVID              
NEUHAUS (pic), vicar at the Latin Patriar-
chate in Jerusalem for Hebrew-speaking Cath-
olics in Israel. Fr Neuhaus was born into a Jew-
ish family in South Africa, became an Israeli 
citizen when he was 17 and decided to become 
a Catholic at age 26 after obtaining his Ph.D. in political science 
from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. He lives in the Holy 
City and is a keen observer of events in the Holy Land.  
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Dear children,
Did you know that Pentecost Sunday 
is the Church’s birthday? Not the 
church building, but the people who 
are the Church. Why is Pentecost the 
Church's birthday?
Because on that day, the Holy Spir-

it first came to the Apostles and sent 
them out to become the Church and 
to teach the Good News about Jesus 
everywhere in the world. 
The Holy Spirit works through the 

Church in many ways. He inspired the 
men who wrote the Bible. He teaches 
us through priests and missionaries 
and teachers.
The Holy Spirit is still with us to-

day. We can't see him, but we can 
hear him as he speaks to our hearts, 
we can see Him moving in our life, and 
we can feel the power of His presence 
as He guides us through each day.
Let us pray to our Father in Heaven 

to send us His Holy Spirit to be our 
teacher and guide and to help us to 
listen and obey the teachings of His 
Son, Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Aunty Eliz 

The words below are taken from Acts 2, 
where we read the story of Pentecost. 

Circle the words as you find them in the puzzle. 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in 
one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent 
wind came from Heaven and filled the whole house where 
they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of 

fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. (Acts 2:1-4) 

Can you find the EIGHT differences between these pentecost scenes?

Receive the Holy Spirit! (John 20:21) 
Let’s Colour 
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CIA 2021 opened with Mass 
live-streamed from the Minor 

Basilica of St Anne, Bukit Merta-
jam, celebrated by Rt Rev Bishop 
Sebastian Francis, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Penang.  

During his homily, Bishop Se-
bastian invited the young people 
to freely enter the door of new life, 
to experience this new life through 
the Holy Spirit with open hearts 

and not delay or procrastinate any 
longer. Bishop Sebastian explained 
that the greatest act of mercy on the 
part of God was to raise Jesus from 
the dead for the whole of creation 
and mankind, and for the Church. 
So, when people ask why you, who 
are baptised, have so much hope, 
the answer is that in whatever chal-
lenges and obstacles we face, we 
will overcome them with the Holy 

Spirit. We carry our crosses every 
day with the strength of the Holy 
Spirit. We are a people of hope be-
cause Christ is Alive!  

Christ is Alive! said Jason James 
Tioh, Main Organising Commit-
tee (MOC) Coordinator as he wel-
comed the participants after Mass. 
He invited participants to be open, 
to relax, to listen and to participate 
during the three days.

PENANG:  Inspired by Holy 
Father Pope Francis’ document 
to young people, Christus Vivit, 
‘Christ is Alive’ (CIA) was used as 
the theme for the FIRST Penang 
Diocesan Campus Students’ Day 
(PDCSD).

PDCSD was launched in Octo-
ber 2019 at the Church of the Most 
Holy Redeemer at Tanjung Malim, 
Perak, and scheduled to be cel-
ebrated in May 2020.  Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this physi-
cal event was scrapped.  However, 
as the impact of the pandemic to-
gether with the Movement Control 
Order lockdown implemented by 
the Government was felt through-
out Malaysia, the Main Organis-
ing Committee (MOC), together 
with advisor, Fr Simon Anand, 
brainstormed alternative means to 
reach out to the young people.

With the new normal came new 
ways to stay connected. Thus, the 
virtual ‘Christ is Alive 2021’ (CIA 
2021) was planned and held from 
April 30 to May 2, 2021.  This 
virtual event enabled students 
from more than 35 campuses from 
within and outside of the Diocese 
of Penang and even from Singa-
pore, to participate.  

Both Marlinda Marcus and Co-
rona Nuna did a wonderful job 
emceeing this three-day event.  
The closing prayer for all three 
days was led by Leslie Chee and 
Team from Universiti Pendidikan 
Sultan Idris (UPSI).  Throughout 
the PDCSD, participants uploaded 
and shared their thoughts in the 
Padlet (online post-it board).

The following is a recap of the 
three days.

be fearless missionaries wherever we are
The first day commenced with a 

sharing by Fr Simon Anand, 
Head of Penang Dioc-

esan Youth Network on 
Christus Vivit (CV).  
The issues affect-
ing young people 

in the entire world, such as The 
Digital Environment, Migration 
and Abuse were highlighted. To 
counter these issues, the Holy 
Father gives us the three truths 
which is God Loves You, Christ 
Saves You and Christ is Alive. 

Our Holy Father also gave three 
ways to grow and go which is 
Path of Fraternity, Going be-
yond small groups and Being a 
Courageous Missionary. 

Young people are encouraged 
to reach out to those outside the 

Church and to bring them into 
our community to become one 
with us. This is the central theme 
in the Acts of the Apostles where 
Christianity was spread to the 
Gentiles under the guiding inspi-
ration of the Holy Spirit.

We are a people of hope 
because Christ is Alive!

Christ is Alive
Penang Diocesan Campus Students’ Day
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The final day commenced with praise 
and worship and an opening prayer 

led by Leslie Chee and team from 
UPSI. This was followed by a kahoot! 
race led by Benoni Ooi.

Then Fr Jude David, Chaplain of the 
Office for Young People (OYP), Arch-
diocese of Singapore and Rector at the 
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd 
spoke on My Faith in a Digital 
World. Fr Jude oversees Catho-
lic students from 11 university 
communities in Singapore. Joining 
him were Edwin and Marcus, who 
shared their experiences as campus students. 
Fr Jude acknowledged that the experiences of 
young people in Malaysia and Singapore were 
different, but said that through sharing, we can 
inspire each other and take home some points 
from the shared experiences. This pandemic 
has forced us to break physical barriers and 
build digital bridges.

Fr Jude said that faith is not a religion, belief 
or culture. He opines that faith should be the gift 
of self, our willingness to surrender ourselves 
like God’s gift to us when Jesus died at the cross 
for us, like when God gifts himself totally to us 
in the Eucharist.

How do we live with this gift of self during this 
pandemic?  Faith during the pandemic is greatly 
at risk. The pandemic has made physical gather-
ings very limited. Right now we are using digi-
tal advancements to reclaim and hold the faith 
of young people. We should also keep in mind 
that even without the pandemic, our Church is 
in crisis. A large number of our young people 
have left the Church. As Church leaders and 
members of the Christian community, we need 
to look to reclaiming the faith of generations of 

men and 
women, a faith that is really about ar-

riving at the summit of people will-
ing to give themselves fully to God. 
History has shown that many of the 

men and women who changed the 
Church were actually in their 20s.  

Faith is in competition with the Digital Age.  
As much as the digital age is helping us, it is 
a double-edged sword, a great distraction for 
many of our men and women. Social media has 
great influence in our lives, where we show off 
and we make others envious. The values of sec-
ularism pervade the digital arena. It makes us 
individualistic, isolated, selfish, etc. We become 
less understanding, more demanding.  

Fr Jude stressed that we need to recognise the 
consequences of the impact of the digital age 
on our faith. He suggests that faith is deeply 
incarnational. Faith was first demonstrated by 
God when Jesus Christ totally gave himself up 
for us, where the Word became flesh and blood. 
The Church is called the body of Christ. Faith is 
transmitted by the gathering of persons of faith. 
Human contact and touch are a deep part of our 
faith. When we do not attend the Eucharist on 
Sundays and be present at the table of the Lord 
with other fellow Christians, we may lose con-
tact with other believers and may become mor-
tal, where our faith shrivels and dies.

Campus Ministries are so important. Many 
young people live on campuses and should 

become agents or catalysts of faith to one an-
other. The encouragement we give one another 
becomes an important part of our Christian life. 
Every young person is important in the mission 
of the Church, in being in a community of faith. 
Faith grows when it is given away.  Faith grows 
in every young person as they become wit-
nesses to it, saying it with their lips, believing in 
their hearts and giving themselves fully to God 
and becoming another Christ, in their campuses 
and in the world.

Marcus shared what God’s providence 
throughout his four years in the university. He 
found three truths about who Jesus is in his life 
ie once Jesus has been made known, nothing 
can remain as it was; Jesus has been, is and will 
always be with him and Jesus teaches him to 
live beyond himself and to live for Christ.

Edwin spoke on #24 of Evangelii Nuntiandi 
(Proclaiming the Gospel). Our Catholic faith 
is a complex process of seven varied elements 
— renewal of humanity, inner adherence, 
witness, acceptance of signs, entry into com-
munity, explicit proclamation and apostolic 
initiative. If we can acknowledge that there are 
these elements of faith and practice them, the 
Christian community would be very different. 
He believes that we as Catholics need to be re-
evangelised to be renewed. We then join our 
communities to support and grow with each 
other and go out to share this good news with 
those around us.

Fr Jude reminded the participants that they 
can rise up in giving and using their talents for 
the glory of God. Faith is not just at the univer-
sity level. If we truly have foundations built in 
Jesus Christ in our university or campus life, it 
will bear fruit when we become young working 
adults later. 

The three-day event culminated with 
Fr Simon commissioning the partici-

pants to be Christ’s disciples from Sacred 
Heart Church. Fr Simon explained 
three significant symbols visible 
in Sacred Heart Church, namely 
— 

i) the Paschal candle which is 
a symbol for Christ. It symbol-
ises the resurrected and risen 
Christ, the Christ who is 

alive. 
ii) The statue 
of St Joseph at the 
sanctuary where the feast 
of St Joseph was cel-
ebrated on May 1. This 

year is dedicated to 
him for his faithful-

ness and his protec-
tion over the church.  

iii)Fr Simon also explained about 
his chasuble which he wore in 2016 
when he concelebrated the World 
Youth Day Mass in Krakow, Poland.
As Fr Simon commissioned and sent 

off the participants, everyone lighted 
their candles from wherever they were, 
the lighted candle signifying the constant 
presence of Jesus in our midst.    

For Fr Simon Anand, the MOC, volun-
teers and participants, this event has be-
come truly borderless, being able to reach 
out to each other virtually from wherever 
we are, in unity and friendship, and re-
minding each other that Christ is Alive! 
— By Maria Yeap

Due to this pandemic, many are going 
through stress and anxiety.  The partici-

pants shared on missing their families and 
facing exam stress. Dr Balan Rathakrishnan, 
Associate Professor in the Faculty of Psychol-
ogy and Education at University Malaysia Sa-
bah reminded young people that no course is 
higher than any other. We always do our best 
in whatever course we are in.  

To manage stress, young people are encour-
aged to:

a) Have positive thoughts – always think ‘I 
can manage,’ ‘I can be the best,’ etc.
b) Throw away negative thoughts – 
thoughts that undermine confidence.
c) Throw away wasteful thoughts – don’t 
waste time thinking about yesterday’s hap-
penings as we cannot change what has al-

ready occurred.
Having negative and wasteful thoughts di-

minishes our energy. We can feel happy the 
whole day and not feel tired. But when we 
are sad or angry, we find ourselves drained of 
energy after a short time. Both positive and 
negative thoughts affect our emotions which 
then determines behaviour. Positive thoughts 
bring about positive behaviour, the ability to 
interact with others.

Stress happens at the thought of losing our 
happiness. When stress and insomnia con-
tinue for more than two weeks, it will lead to 
anxiety and this will then lead to loneliness 
and depression which is a higher level of frus-
tration. When depression deepens, it will ulti-
mately lead to suicidal thoughts.

Dr Balan shared a first screening stress test 

with the participants. The 
overall results showed 

that a majority of the par-
ticipants fall under the red 

zone, showing that 
they have been wor-
rying for more than 

one month. Young peo-
ple in the red zone should 
not take things lightly as 

this is a matter of concern. He reminded that 
anger is the father of stress. He encouraged 
young people to think positive thoughts as 
this will help them take charge of their stress 
levels. They can do this by:

a) Training their minds to think positive 

thoughts starting the moment they wake up.
b) Being consistent in thinking positive 
thoughts, from the moment they wake up 
until the time they sleep.
Dr Balan also encouraged young people to 

always check, assess and listen to their minds; 
get help when needed; find safety; remain 
calm; slow down and refocus; get support 
from others; be competent in restoring effec-
tiveness, self-esteem and hope; and keep fit 
through physical exercises.

Participant Nicholas shared his experience 
of overcoming stress by believing in God 
and putting our faith and trust in him, under-
standing ourselves and people around us, and 
realising the things we have done right and 
wrong, learning to accept our shortfalls and 
moving on with life.  

Commissioning 
and Sending Off

Managing Storms in Life

Fr Jude David

DAY

Always check, assess and 
listen to their minds; get 
help when needed

Dr Balan 
Rathakrishnan

The second day commenced with a short 
praise and worship session led by the 
Youth Ministry of the Diocese of Ken-

ingau followed by the first session, Hope, by 
Nancy Nelly Joneh, the Chairman of St Fran-
cis Xavier Parish Pastoral Council in Kenin-
gau. 

Nancy, a member of the Diocese of Ken-
ingau’s Catholic Charismatic Renewal Min-
istry Team and Radio Deejay with Kekitaan 
FM, the Diocese of Keningau’s Online Radio,  
shared her journey from a small town in Ken-
ingau to Peninsular Malaysia from 2002 to 
2007 where she faced many challenges while 
working in Perak and of how the Lord shaped 
and guided her. She explained that all the 
challenges she faced earlier in Kuala Lumpur 
were a preparation by the Lord for her to as-
sume greater responsibilities later in life.  

Nancy knows that students are carrying 
a mission, the dreams and honour of their 

family.  However, through all the difficulties 
faced, the biggest hope and strength comes 
from the Lord. In CV, Pope Francis says that 
the young people are the future of the Church, 
the salt and light of the world and they carry 
the biggest voice in society today. The biggest 
challenges faced by young people during this 
COVID-19 pandemic are studying online, fi-
nancial difficulty, worrying about family back 
home, etc. Nancy explained that these diffi-
culties are faced worldwide, not just here in 
Malaysia. There is also the challenge of drug 
abuse, inter-faith relationships, pornography, 
etc that is pulling young people away from 
God. Each and every young person is spe-
cially created to carry out God’s mission. That 
is why we are given different talents and gifts. 
It is not too late to make a decision to leave 
these dangerous situations. Nancy encouraged 
young people to read Galatians 5:19-21 and to 
learn about the fruits of the Holy Spirit. She 

encouraged them 
to leave the old and 
become new.  

Young people are very good at hiding their 
hurts. Should there be those who are feeling 
pressured, depressed or bullied, she reminds 
them that God loves them. However bad our 
past is, if you lift all these hurts to Jesus, He 
will heal you   He will cleanse us of all our 
hurts. She encouraged those who are hurt 
to talk to a counsellor, a trusted friend or 
church elders and seek help. She challenged 
the young people to be thankful for what lit-
tle they have now, to be children of God that 
follow faithfully God’s words, use the social 
media to share positive things that build the 
faith, always pray for those who are in need 
during this pandemic, etc.  We cannot help the 
whole world but we can start by helping one 
or two people within our midst.  

Nancy relayed a message from Bishop Cor-

nelius Piong of 
the Diocese of 
Keningau to the 
young people of 
the Diocese of 
Penang:-

“Young peo-
ple, be proud of 
your identity as a 
follower of Christ, that you belong to Christ. 
Be committed to testify for Him no matter 
through whatever obstacles and believe in 
the destination of your life because Jesus, 
our God, is the Way, the Truth and the Life to 
reach the Father’s house in heaven.”

During the break between sessions, the per-
formance video entitled ‘God’s call to friend-
ship’ by Universiti Malaysia Perlis (UniMap) 
was played.

HopeDAY
Be thankful for what little they have now, 

to be children of God that follow faithfully 
God’s words, use the social media to share 

positive things that build the faith

Nancy Nelly Joneh

Young people on campuses should 

become agents or catalysts of faith 

to one another. Every young person is 

important in the mission of the church, 

in being in a community of faith. 

My Faith in a Digital World
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Lourdu Marie 
Anthonysamy

Born: 5 June 1933             
Departed: 28 May 2009

12th Anniversary

Arul Aulanendhu
Born: 4 Feb 1919 

Departed: 16 June 1990

31st Anniversary

Many years have gone since you both have gone to your 
heavenly home but your love and memories still guide us in our 

daily lives here. You are always in our hearts and minds.                  
For this we praise and thank the Lord unceasingly.

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls rest in peace, Amen.

Deeply missed and forever remembered by sons, daughters, 
sons and daughters-in-law, grandchildren, relatives and friends

In Everloving Memory of

          

Your life was a blessing, 
Your memory a treasure,

You are loved                       
beyond words,

And missed                       
beyond measure.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, 
an hour is coming, and is 
now here, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the 

Son of God, and those 
who hear will live.”

(John 5:25)

You will be                        
deeply missed!

FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS
Beloved Husband of late Rosamma Mathew, 

much loved Dad, Dearly loved Father-in-Law, 
Brother, Uncle and Friend to Many

M. J. Mathew
Born: 30th Sept 1933 

Departed: 5th May 2021

Children’s deaths in 
Israel-Gaza conflict 
‘terrible and unacceptable’

VATICAN: Pope Francis made an impas-
sioned appeal for an end to surging vio-
lence in the Holy Land.

Speaking after the recitation of the Re-
gina Coeli on Sunday, May 16, the Pope 
expressed alarm at the Israel-Gaza con-
flict which has left more than 100 people 
dead, many of them children.

He said: “In these days, violent armed 
clashes between the Gaza Strip and Is-
rael have taken hold, and risk degenerat-
ing into a spiral of death and destruction. 
Numerous people have been injured, and 
many innocents have died.”

“Among them there are also children, 
and this is terrible and unacceptable. Their 
death is a sign that one does not want to 
build the future, but wants to destroy it.”

The pope also lamented intercommunal 
violence involving Jews and Arabs within 
Israel.

He said: “Furthermore, the crescendo 
of hatred and violence that is affecting 
various cities in Israel is a serious wound 
to fraternity and peaceful coexistence 
among citizens, which will be difficult to 
heal if there is not an immediate opening 
to dialogue.”

“I ask myself: where will hatred and 
revenge lead? Do we really think we will 
build peace by destroying the other?”

He appealed for calm in the region, 
urging local leaders and the international 
community to help secure peace.

“Let us pray unceasingly that Israe-
lis and Palestinians may find the path of 
dialogue and forgiveness, to be patient 
builders of peace and justice, opening 
up, step by step, to a common hope, to a 
coexistence among brothers,” he said, be-
fore reciting a Hail Mary for the conflict’s 
victims, especially children. — CNA

A building brought down by Israeli airstrike in Rafah, southern Gaza, on May 20, 2021. (Vatican News photo)
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St Bede the Venerable
The Catholic Church will celebrate the feast 

of St Bede on May 25. The English priest, 
monk and scholar is sometimes known as 

“the Venerable Bede” for his combination of per-
sonal holiness and intellectual brilliance.

Bede was born during 673 near the English 
town of Jarrow. His parents sent him at a young 
age to study at a monastery founded by a Ben-
edictine abbot who would later be canonized in 
his own right as St Benedict Biscop. The abbot's 
extensive library may have sparked an early curi-
osity in the boy, who would grow up to be a vora-
cious reader and prolific writer.

Later, Bede returned to Jarrow and continued 
his studies with an abbot named Ceolfrid, who 
was a companion of St Benedict Biscop. The ab-
bot and a group of other monks instructed Bede 
not only in scripture and theology, but also in sa-
cred music, poetry and the Greek language.

Bede’s tutors could see that his life demonstrat-
ed a remarkable devotion to prayer and study, and 
Ceolfrid made the decision to have him ordained 
a deacon when he was 19. Another Benedictine 
monk and future saint, the bishop John of Bever-
ley, ordained Bede in 691.

He studied for 11 more years before entering 
the priesthood at the age of 30, around the begin-
ning of the eighth century. Afterward, Bede took 
on the responsibility of celebrating daily Mass 
for the members of his Benedictine community, 
while also working on farming, baking, and other 
works of the monastery.

As a monk, Bede gave absolute priority to 
prayer, fasting and charitable hospitality. He re-
garded all other works as valueless without the 
love of God and one’s neighbour. However, 

Bede also possessed astounding intellectual gifts, 
which he used to survey and master a wide range 
of subjects according to an all-encompassing vi-
sion of Christian scholarship.

Bede declined a request to become abbot of his 
monastery. Instead, he concentrated on writing, 
and produced more than 45 books – primarily 
about theology and the Bible, but also on science, 
literature and history. He also taught hundreds of 
students at the monastery and its school, which 
became renowned throughout Britain.

During Bede’s own lifetime, his spiritual and 
intellectual gifts garnered wide recognition. His 
writings on Scripture were considered so au-
thoritative that a Church council ordered them 
to be publicly read in English churches. Some of 

the most illustrious members of English society 
made pilgrimages to his monastery to seek his 
guidance, and he was personally invited to Rome 
by Pope Sergius.

Bede, however, was unfazed by these honours. 
Perhaps inspired by the Benedictine monastic 
ethos, which emphasises one’s absolute commit-
ment to the monastic community, he chose not to 
visit Rome or to travel any significant distance 
beyond the Monastery of Sts Peter and Paul in 
Jarrow during his entire adult life.

Instead, the world came to him – through the 
visitors he received, according to the Benedic-
tine tradition of hospitality, and through his vo-
luminous reading. And Bede, in turn, reached 
the world without leaving his monastery, writing 
books that were copied with reverence for centu-
ries and are still read today. He is one of the last 
Western Christian writers to be numbered among 
the Church Fathers.

But Bede understood that love, rather than 
learning, was his life’s purpose. “It is better,” 
he famously said, “to be a stupid and unedu-
cated brother who, working at the good things 
he knows, merits life in heaven, than to be one 
who – though being distinguished for his learning 
in the Scriptures, or even holding the place of a 
teacher – lacks the bread of love.”

Bede died on the vigil of the feast of the As-
cension of Christ in 735, shortly after finishing an 
Anglo-Saxon translation of the Gospel of John. 
Pope Leo XIII declared him a Doctor of the 
Church in 1899. — CNA

Philip Neri was born in Florence, Italy, in 
1515. At the age of 18, Philip was sent to his 

uncle, Romolo, a wealthy merchant at San Ger-
mano, a Neapolitan town near the base of Monte 
Cassino, to assist him in his business, and with 
the hope that he might inherit his uncle’s fortune. 
He gained Romolo’s confidence and affection, 
but soon after coming to San Germano, Philip 
had a religious conversion. From then onward, 
he no longer cared for things of the world and 
decided, in 1533, to live in Rome.

While in Rome, he studied philosophy and 
theology, and tutored young boys. Eventually 
Philip became bored of learning, so he sold all 
of his books, gave the money he received from 
them to the poor, and visited the sick under the 

guidance of the Augustinians.
Later, he co-founded the Confraternity of 

the Most Holy Trinity and began to preach, 
and many people converted thanks to Philip’s 
preaching and example. He was ordained in 
1551.

Many people came to him for confession. He 
also began to work with youth. Pope Gregory 
XIV wanted to make Philip a cardinal, but the 
priest declined.

He then founded the Congregation of the Ora-
tory, also known as the Oratorians, dedicated to 
preaching and teaching, and they still exist today.

He died May 27, 1595, and was canonised by 
Pope Gregory XV in 1622. He is the patron of 
Rome and the US Army Special Forces. — CNA

St Philip Neri

On May 25, the Catholic Church celebrates 
Saint Mary Magdalene de Pazzi, an Italian 

noblewoman of the sixteenth and early seven-
teenth centuries who became a Carmelite nun, 
distinguished for her intense prayer life and devo-
tion to frequent Holy Communion.

In 2007, Pope Benedict XVI marked the 400th 
anniversary of St Mary Magdalene de Pazzi’s 
death in a letter to the Archbishop of Florence, her 
birthplace. He described her as “a symbolic figure 
of a living love that recalls the essential mystical 
dimension of every Christian life.”

“May the great mystic,” the Pope wrote, “still 
make her voice heard in all the Church, spreading 
to every human creature the proclamation to love 
God.”

Born on April 2, 1566, the future “Mary Mag-
dalene” was given the name of Caterina at the 
time of her birth. She was the only daughter of her 
parents, who both came from prominent families. 
Caterina was drawn to the Holy Eucharist from 
a young age, and she resolved to serve God as a 
consecrated virgin shortly after receiving her First 
Communion at age 10.

Late in the year 1582 she entered a strictly tra-
ditional Carmelite monastery where Holy Com-
munion was – unusually for the time – adminis-

tered daily. Receiving her religious habit the next 
year, she took the name of Mary Magdalene.

From March to May of 1584, Mary became 
seriously ill and was thought to be in danger of 
death. On May 27 of that year, she made her re-
ligious vows while lying sick upon a pallet. Her 
recovery marked the start of an extended mysti-
cal experience which lasted 40 days and involved 
extraordinary experiences taken down by her re-
ligious sisters in a set of manuscripts.

Mary served the monastery in a series of teach-
ing and supervisory positions while also contrib-
uting to her community through manual work. 
Her fellow Carmelites respected her strict sense 
of discipline, which was accompanied by pro-
found charity and practical wisdom. Her experi-
ences of suffering and temptation helped her to 
guide and inspire others.

Extraordinary spiritual occurrences were a 
frequent feature of this Carmelite nun’s life, to a 
much greater degree than is typical in the tradi-
tion of Catholic mysticism. Many of her experi-
ences of God were documented by others in her 
community, although Mary herself disliked the 
attention and would seemingly have preferred for 
these events to remain private.

She did wish, however, to call attention to 

God’s love, which she saw as tragically underap-
preciated and unreciprocated by mankind. Mary 
Magdalene de Pazzi is remembered for making 
dramatic gestures – running through the halls of 
her monastery, or ringing its bells at night – while 
proclaiming the urgent need for all people to 
awaken to God’s love, and respond in kind.

Her earthly life came to an end on May 25, 
1607, after an excruciating illness lasting nearly 
three years. Pope Clement IX canonized St. Mary 
Magdalene de Pazzi in 1669. — CNA

St Mary Magdalene de Pazzi

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, May 23
(Acts 5:30-32)
It was the God of our ancestors who 
raised up Jesus, but it was you who 
had him executed by hanging on a 
tree. By his own right hand God has 
now raised him up to be leader and 
saviour, to give repentance and 
forgiveness of sins through him to 
Israel. We are witnesses to all this, 
we and the Holy Spirit whom God 
has given to those who obey him.

Monday, May 24
(Acts 13:30-33)
God raised Jesus from the dead, 
and for many days he appeared to 
those who had accompanied him 
from Galilee to Jerusalem: and it is 
these same companions of his who 
are now his witnesses before our 
people. We have come here to tell 
you the Good News. It was to our 
ancestors that God made the prom-
ise but it is to us, their children, that 
he has fulfilled it, by raising Jesus 
from the dead. As scripture says in 
the second psalm: You are my son: 
today I have become your father.

Tuesday, May 25
(Isaiah 55:1)
Oh, come to the water all you who 
are thirsty;
though you have no money, come!
Buy corn without money, and eat,
and, at no cost, wine and milk.

Wednesday, May 26
(Hebrews 13:7-95)
Remember your leaders, who 
preached the word of God to you, 
and as you reflect on the outcome 
of their lives, imitate their faith. Je-
sus Christ is the same today as he 
was yesterday and as he will be for 
ever. Do not let yourselves be led 
astray by all sorts of strange doctr
ines.                                                                 

Thursday, May 27
(Romans 8:18-21)
What we suffer in this life can never 
be compared to the glory, as yet 
unrevealed, which is waiting for 
us. The whole creation is eagerly 
waiting for God to reveal his sons. 
It was not for any fault on the part of 
creation that it was made unable to 
attain its purpose, it was made so 
by God; but creation still retains the 
hope of being freed, like us, from 
its slavery to decadence, to enjoy 
the same freedom and glory as the 
children of God.

Friday, May 28
(Galatians 2: 19b-20)
With Christ I hang upon the cross, 
and yet I am alive; or rather, not I; it 
is Christ that lives in me. True, I am 
living, here and now, this mortal life; 
but my real life is the faith I have in 
the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself to me

Saturday, May 29
(2 Peter 3: 13-14)
What we are waiting for is what he 
promised: the new heavens and 
new earth, the place where right-
eousness will be at home. So then, 
my friends, while you are waiting, 
do your best to live lives without 
spot or stain so that he will find 
you at peace. Think of our Lord’s 
patience as your opportunity to be 
saved.

Patron Saint of:  Scholars
Feastday: May 25
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Universal:  The World of Finance
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work 

with governments to regulate the financial sphere and 
protect citizens from its dangers.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Pope Francis appoints Fr Stephen 
Chow as new bishop of Hong Kong
VATICAN: Pope Francis has ap-
pointed Fr Stephen Chow, SJ as the 
next bishop of Hong Kong.

Chow, 61, has served as the pro-
vincial of the Jesuits’ Chinese Prov-
ince since 2018. In that role, he led 
the Jesuit order in Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, Macau and mainland China 
as the Vatican-China deal was first 
signed and during the crackdown 
on Hong Kong’s democracy protest 
movement.

The Vatican announced Chow’s 
appointment on May 17, more than 
two years after the death of Bishop 
Michael Yeung Ming-cheung left 
Hong Kong without a permanent 
bishop.

Fr Stephen Chow Sau-yan was 
born in Hong Kong on Aug 7, 1959. 
He studied in the United States, earn-
ing a bachelor’s and master’s degree 
in psychology from the University of 
Minnesota, before entering the Soci-
ety of Jesus in Dublin, Ireland at the 

age of 25.
During his Jesuit novitiate, he ob-

tained a licentiate in philosophy in 
Ireland and then returned in 1988 to 
Hong Kong, where he was ordained 
to the priesthood on July 16, 1994.

Chow continued his studies at 

Loyola University in Chicago, where 
he earned a master’s degree in organ-
isational development in 1995. He 
spent the next five years working as 
a campus minister, vocations director 
and ethics teacher at Wah Yan Col-
lege in Kowloon and Hong Kong.

In 2000, Chow began a doctoral 
program at Harvard University’s 
Graduate School of Education, stud-
ying development and psychology. 
He graduated with a Doctorate in 
Education in 2006.

The following year, he made his 
final vows in the Jesuit order and 
worked as an assistant professor at 
the University of Hong Kong from 
2008 to 2015 and Jesuit Forma-
tor from 2009 to 2017. He has also 
served as the president of the Chinese 
Jesuit Province’s education commis-
sion since 2009 and the Hong Kong 
Diocesan Council for Education 
since 2017.

Chow began his role as provincial 

of the Chinese Province of the Soci-
ety of Jesus on Jan 1, 2018.

Hong Kong is a special administra-
tive region of China. Hong Kongers 
have historically enjoyed freedom of 
worship and evangelization, while in 
mainland China, by contrast, there 
is a long history of persecution for 
Christians who run afoul of the gov-
ernment.

With the 2020 passage of new 
“national security laws,” the Chinese 
government seized more power to 
suppress pro-democracy protests in 
Hong Kong, which it sees as a direct 
challenge to its power.

Hong Kong’s National Security 
Law is broad in its definitions of 
terrorism, sedition and foreign col-
lusion. Under the law, a person who 
is convicted of the aforementioned 
crimes will receive a minimum of 10 
years in prison, with the possibility 
of a life sentence. — By Courtney 
Mares, CNA

The Solemnity of Pentecost re-
minds us that everything which 

exists, every person and the whole 
of creation, is a gift of “God the 
Father almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.” God our loving Father 
creates and continues to give life to 
the world through His Word, Jesus 
Christ, in the power of His Holy 
Spirit. The outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on the Church, which we 
celebrate at Pentecost, is not some-
thing separate from Creation. God’s 
revelation of himself in Creation is 
inseparable from the revelation of 
his love for us in Christ and in his 
desire to live in us through his Holy 
Spirit.

God’s revelation of himself in 
Creation
‘God’s Spirit is always and every-
where “the Lord, the Giver of Life”, 
and the voice of Pentecost is echoed 
in the voice of creation being trans-
formed into the glorious liberty of 
God’s children.’ In this liberty, as 
God’s children, we call on the Spirit 
to ‘renew the face of the Earth’, and 
as his children, we are called, in 
turn, to use this liberty for the good 
of creation and for the good of all 
that brings life. Our world, God’s 
creation, is a precious gift to us. It 
is our common home entrusted to 
each generation. But how have we 
used that glorious liberty? How do 
we honour this precious gift? Are 

we really demonstrating love, care 
and respect for our common home?

Interconnected and 
interdependent
As we celebrate Pentecost this year, 
we are acutely aware of the damage 
that continues to be inflicted on the 
Earth, and the repercussions for the 
well-being of our brothers and sis-
ters, both here in our own countries 
and, more especially, in the poorest 
countries of our world. Pope Bene-
dict XVI and Pope Francis have 
both taught us that everything is 
interconnected and interdependent. 
The way we live our everyday lives 
has an impact on everyone and on 
the earth.

The urgency of the situation, and 
the enormity of the challenges we 
face, have spurred us to speak out 
together this Pentecost Sunday, 
as bishops of England, Wales and 
Scotland, about the role that the 
Catholic Church and our faith must 
play in our shared care for God’s 
gift to us.

Unsustainable consumption
For all too long we have either been 
ignorant of, or ignored, the system-
atic exploitation of our planet and 
the unsustainable consumption of 
its resources. While accepting the 
crucial need and demand for energy 
for the benefit of the poorest of our 
brothers and sisters, the provision 

of our energy must, nonetheless, be 
by means which radically reduce 
the use of carbon-based fuels.

In our political thinking, there 
must be a new global understand-
ing of our world, where nations 
recognise our common responsi-
bility for the dignity of all people 
and their rights to sustainable liveli-
hoods, in authentic freedom. Pope 
Francis speaks of a global politics 
that looks beyond our own needs to 
the needs of all, most especially the 
poor and the marginalised.

Restoring our common home
But we cannot leave the heal-
ing of our common home and the 
well being and care of our broth-
ers and sisters merely to a response 
from industry and governments. 
Our own local concern and action 
is necessary and has far-reaching 
consequences. We all have a part to 
play, each and every one of us, in 
the routines, choices and decisions 
of our everyday lives and our aspi-
rations for the future. The actions 
of parishes, families, schools, and 
individuals will have a significant 
impact on our efforts to restore 
our common home. There are now 
many resources, freely available, 
to advise us on our choice of food, 
saving of water and electricity, sug-
gestions about travel, waste, and re-
use. These are measures that eve-
ryone can employ, in some degree, 

with minimal inconvenience and 
change. They are effective ways 
in which we can each reaffirm our 
personal vocation to be stewards of 
creation.

G7 and COP26
This Pentecost comes at a time of 
remarkable challenge and oppor-
tunity. We are gradually emerging 
from the tragedies and restrictions 
of the pandemic. We have the abil-
ity to make changes. Our countries 
are also hosting two most important 
meetings this year, the G7 in June 
and COP26 in November. These 
meetings will gather together men 
and women who have the power to 
make defining choices and policies 
which will help us build back bet-
ter, provide for our brothers and sis-
ters, and take care of our common 
home.

In all our human endeavours, we 
need the presence of the Holy Spir-
it, “the Lord, the Giver of Life”, 
whose gift to the Church and the 
world we celebrate again at Pen-
tecost. Let us keep this Feast with 
that enduring hope that we can be-
gin to repair the damage we have 
done and provide a healthy home 
for future generations. Our hope 
will be strengthened by our prayer. 
May our constant request be that 
the Holy Spirit guide us, strengthen 
our resolve and ‘renew the face of 
the earth’. — ICN

Bishops of England and Wales 
Pentecost Letter on Environment

Fr Stephen Chow, SJ

1. Bual Bicara sempena Minggu 
Laudato Si bersama Komisi 
KACT

: May 18 (Tuesday)
: 7.00pm - 9.00pm
: Facebook page KekitaanFM

2. Mass with Most Rev Julian 
Leow Archbishop of Kuala 
Lumpur

: May 21 (Friday)
: 12.30pm (Rosary),             
  1.00pm (Mass)
: Archdiocese of Kuala  
  Lumpur YouTube Channel

3. Laudato Si’ Night 
: May 21 (Friday)
: 8.00pm
: Facebook page 
  Komisi Keharmonian Alam   
  Ciptaan Tuhan

4. Earth Hour by CJC Sandakan
: May 23 (Sunday)
: 8.00pm-9.00pm
: St Mary’s Cathedral Parish,  
  Sandakan Channel Youtube 
: https://youtu.be/    
  PtsrD9909Kc

5. 24-hour recitation of the 
Rosary for creation by CJC Sibu, 
Sarawak 

: May 23-24 
: 9.00am - 9.00am
: Google Meet
: https://meet.google.com/ 
  grf-xgix-ydt

6. Laudato Si’ Week Webinar 
bersama  Pusat Lestari Dewan 
Bandaraya Kota Kinabalu, Puan 
Jenifer Lasimbang (Ripple-
Sabah Recycling Association) & 
YB Senator Adrian Lasimbang 
(Tonibung CREATE Centre)

: May 24 (Monday)
: 8.00pm
: Zoom Meeting & Page FB  
  Commission for Creation  
  Justice of Kota Kinabalu
: https://zoom.us/j/97717660 
 239?pwd=Y3Z3SnJIV3UvN 
 nZDcTlIYjc5a0Rqdz09

Meeting ID: 977 1766 0239
Passcode: LAUDATOSI

7. Holy Rosary with Reflection of 
Our Common Home 

: Creation Justice  
  Commission of Johor- 
  Melaka
: May 24 (Monday)
: 7.30pm
: https://     
 newcastleuniversity. 
 zoom.us/j/82294229111

Meeting ID: 822 9422 9111 
Passcode: laudatosi
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l Turn to Pages 6 & 7 for more

https://www.facebook.com/KFMkgu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-9TERbSdLXPF2vHcbpId9g
https://www.facebook.com/Komisi-Keharmonian-Alam-Ciptaan-Tuhan-109206893775739
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtsrD9909Kc
https://meet.google.com/grf-xgix-ydt
https://zoom.us/j/97717660239?pwd=Y3Z3SnJIV3UvNnZDcTlIYjc5a0Rqdz09

