
VATICAN: Saturday, June 5, 
is the annual United Nations 
World Environment Day. This 

year, it will kick off the UN Decade on 
Ecosystem Restoration. The theme of 
this year’s World Environment Day, 
Reimagine. Recreate. Restore, indicates 
the overarching mood of the plan of ac-
tion of the coming UN Decade on Eco-
system Restoration.

Following a proposal for action by over 
70 countries, the UN General Assembly in 
March 2019 decided to proclaim 2021–2030 
the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem 
Restoration.  Led by the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and the UN Food and 

Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the Decade 
aims to build a strong, broad-based global 
movement and promote efforts to prevent, 
halt and reverse the degradation of ecosys-
tems worldwide.

A virtual gala event on Friday, June 4, the 
eve of World Environment Day, will welcome 
the launch of the UN Decade on Ecosystem 
Restoration. It will feature several world lead-
ers and figures such as Prime Minister Imran 
Khan of Pakistan, the host of this year’s in-
ternational celebration of World Environment 
Day, Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany, 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres, 
UNEP Executive Director Inger Andersen 
and FAO Director-General QU Dongyu. 

Pope Francis, an ardent champion of the 
environment and the planet, “our common 
home”, is scheduled to deliver a message 
on this occasion.  In his 2015 encyclical, 
“Laudato Si’ – on care for our common 
home”, the Pope denounces unbridled con-
sumerism and irresponsible development 
that lead to environmental degradation and 
global warming, and calls all to take “swift 

and unified global action.”
The UN Decade is also the deadline for the 

Sustainable Development Goals and the time-
line scientists have identified as the last chance 
to prevent catastrophic climate change.  With 
thousands of initiatives on the ground, it will 
raise awareness of the importance of success-
ful ecosystem restoration in order to put the 
world on track for a sustainable future.

Through communications, events and a 
dedicated web platform, the UN Decade will 
provide a hub for everyone interested in res-
toration to find projects, partners, funding and 
the knowledge they need to make their resto-
ration efforts a success. 

Healthy ecosystems will enhance people’s 
livelihoods, counteract climate change and 
stop the collapse of biodiversity. Ecosys-
tems can be large, like a forest, or small, like 
a pond. According to UNEP’s classification, 
there are eight main types of ecosystems: 

farmlands, forests, lakes and rivers, grass-
lands and savannahs, mountains, oceans and 
coasts, peatlands and urban areas. Many are 
crucial to human societies, providing peo-
ple with water, food, building materials and 
a host of other essentials. They also provide 
planet-wide benefits like climate protection 
and biodiversity conservation.  But in recent 
decades, humanity’s hunger for resources 
has pushed many ecosystems to the breaking 
point.  Their restoration can take many forms, 
such as growing trees, greening cities, rewil-
ding gardens, changing diets or cleaning up 
rivers and coasts.

For too long, humanity has been exploit-
ing and destroying its planet’s ecosystems. 
Every three seconds, the world loses enough 
forest to cover a football pitch.  Over 4.7 mil-
lion hectares of forests – an area larger than 
Denmark – are lost every year. — By Robin 
Gomes, Vatican News

UN launches

Pope Francis invites everyone to pray for those 
preparing for marriage, which is “a vocation 
born from the heart.” (http://clicktopray.org/)

But when Christ appeared as a 
high priest of the good things that 
have come, then through the greater 
and more perfect tent (not made 
with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) he entered once for all 
into the holy places, not by means 
of the blood of goats and calves but 
by means of his own blood, thus 
securing an eternal redemption.

Heb. 9:11-12
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VATICAN: “Is it true, what some people say 
— that young people don’t want to get mar-
ried, especially during these difficult times?”

Pope Francis opens a video accompany-
ing his prayer intention for the month of June 
with that question.

He goes on to admit that marriage is a “de-
manding journey” which can be complicated 
at times. But he adds that “getting married 
and sharing one’s life is something beauti-
ful.”

“And on this life-long journey, the hus-

band and wife aren’t alone,” says the Pope. 
“Jesus accompanies them.”

Pope Francis then reflects on the impor-
tance of the Sacrament of Marriage and its 
centrality in the life of the Church and of 
those who undertake this path.

“Marriage isn’t just a ‘social’ act,” he 
notes. “It’s a vocation that’s born from the 
heart, a conscious decision for the rest of 
one’s life that requires specific preparation.”

And the Pope urges everyone to remember 
that God has a dream for us, which is love.

Finally, the Pope invites Catholics to pray 
for young people preparing for marriage 
with the support of a Christian community.

“May they grow in love, with generosity, 
faithfulness and patience,” he prays. “Be-
cause a great deal of patience is necessary in 
order to love.”

He closes his video with a brief remind-
er: “But it’s worth it, eh?” — By Devin                   
Watkins, Vatican News

l Turn to Page 13 for more

Pope’s prayer intention: ‘The beauty of Marriage’

Decade on 
Ecosystem
Restoration

Get Your Children to Help in Environment Protection.

(Photo Source/Holt International)

We have 
a special  

eight-page 
supplement in 
Remembrance 

of Cardinal 
Cornelius Sim.

https://clicktopray.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbdpTDTZz_k


Paul Sinnappan, widely respected commu-
nity organiser, trainer and activist champi-
oning justice and human rights for the poor, 

passed away recently leaving a huge vacuum 
among those whose lives he touched. 

We record our appreciation for his life’s work, 
especially his tireless commitment to women’s 
rights, gender equality and women’s empower-
ment.

Unforgettable encounters with a man of joy
“Many of us first met Sinnappan - and Pappathia-
mah (Pappathi), his loving life partner and collab-
orator - at Batang Berjuntai, where he and other 
leaders had set up credit unions and cooperatives. 
Others met him more recently when he served as 
a gender equality trainer. The abiding image is of 
a man of great joy, generosity and humility.

“I first met Paul when I joined the National Of-
fice for Human Development (NOHD) in 1980. 
He was a jovial, fun-loving, down-to-earth grass-
roots leader from the rubber and oil palm planta-
tions of Batang Berjuntai. What struck me most 
was his humility. To be humble is not to think less 
of oneself, but to think of others more. This was 
how he lived his life.” — Chin Chin 

“Sinnappan always had a smile on his face; he 
exuded excitement, energy and joy. He had so 
much to share, which he never hesitated to do, 
generously, all the time.” — Heng Leng

“My memories of Paul Sinnappan are summed 
up in Matthew 20:28: “I have come not to be 
served, but to serve.” I first met him at his kam-
pong, Batang Berjuntai. A humble, dynamic 
community leader, he lovingly welcomed us 
to his home, family and community. He talked 
about the values of service, of changing mindsets 
through empowering programmes. He walked 
the talk by embracing these values in every as-
pect of his own life. Sinnappan always wore 
a smile, and I believe it radiated from an inner 
source of his Life. He was gentle in spirit even 
though he fought courageously for human and 
women’s rights and the rights of the poor and the 
marginalised.” — Judith

Honouring Paul Sinnappan (1950-2021) 
– a gentle spirit living with integrity

Since last Friday was a First Friday, we had, 
as we always do, Exposition of the Bless-

ed Sacrament in our chapel. So, I went to the 
chapel to spend a little time before the Blessed 
Sacrament and to hear what the Lord wanted 
me to present to you in this homily. As soon 
as I walked in, I was confronted with the ques-
tion: Why are you here? It was clear to me that 
I was not being asked why I was here on earth, 
or why I was here in Florida at St Ignatius, but 
why was I here before the Eucharistic Presence 
of the Lord?  I didn’t have any deep theological 
answer to that question, just, simply, that I was 
here, there actually, to look at the Presence of 
the Lord in the Eucharist and to know that He 
was looking at me. I was there to pray, to talk 
to Him and, hopefully, to quiet my mind down 
enough so that I could listen to Him. 

I know that many of you go to Eucharistic 
Adoration on First Fridays, when we have 40 
Hours during Lent and on retreats. Eucharistic 
Adoration is a highlight for our young people on 
our December Retreat. 

Recently, there have been concerns voiced 
that perhaps for some, Eucharistic Adoration de-
tracts from the Mass. For example, many times 
our young people will be asked, “What was 
the highlight of the conference, or the week?” 
and they often respond, “Eucharistic Adora-
tion.” Some are concerned, thinking that their 
response should be the Mass. They are correct 
in affirming that the Mass is the most important 

action of the Church. But I do not share this con-
cern regarding Eucharistic Adoration. Having 
an experience of the Presence of the Lord in the 
Eucharist is a blessing to be treasured, whether 
this blessing is experienced at Mass or at Eucha-
ristic Adoration, or at both. 

Is the grace received at Eucharistic Adoration 
of the same dimension as that received at Mass? 
Of course not. At Mass we join the Lord in re-
newing the Sacrifice of the Cross.  Jesus is once 
more offered up for us to the Father “for our sins 
and the sins of the whole world,” as the chaplet 
of Divine Mercy so elegantly declares. At Mass 
we take the Saviour within us and are mystically 
united to Him before the Father, offering Him-
self for us.  Our union with Him as the Head of 
the Living Body of worshipers, our union with 
the community, our communion, is the great 
gift that Catholicism has jealously preserved, 
even in the face of persecution. In the history of 
the Church, including the present times, those 
who attack Catholicism first attack the Mass.  
Priests were tortured to death, hung drawn and 
quartered for saying Mass in sixteenth and sev-
enteenth century England. There are still many 
places in the world where it is illegal for a priest 
to say Mass. There are many places in our coun-
try where anti-Catholic bigotry is expressed in a 
mocking of the Blessed Sacrament. Magicians 
used to use the term hocus pokus on the stage. 
That was a mockery of the word of consecra-
tion in Latin, “Hoc est enim corpus meum,” For, 

this is my Body.” The mockery of the Blessed 
Sacrament infuriates us because we treasure the 
Mass. And, yes, it is and should be the highlight 
of our lives.

Eucharistic Adoration leads us to a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of what we are 
doing at Mass and Whom we are receiving at 
communion. Should Eucharistic Adoration 
ever replace Mass? Of course not. Nor could 
it. Should it be disparaged in any way?  What 
a pity that would be.  At the same time, care 
needs to be taken that Adoration services don’t 
become merely an emotional experience. Nor 
should they be cold, dry experiences devoid of 
human expression similar to the old pre-Vatican 
Benediction services.  With this said, I am sad-
dened that anyone would want to take the expe-
rience of Jesus Christ at Eucharistic Adoration 
away from anyone else, particularly the young.

The Solemnity of Corpus Christi forces us to 
take a deep look at our belief in the Eucharist 
as well as our participation in the Eucharistic 
Community that is the Church.  The solemnity 
reminds us: This is Jesus. He is present on our 
altars, offering Himself up for us to the Father. 
He is present within us in the reception of com-
munion. He is present at Eucharistic Adoration 
looking at us as we look at Him. 

And He is present in our tabernacles.  What 

a pity it is that so many of our churches have 
become social halls before Mass. Some people 
even ignore the people next to them trying to 
pray before the Blessed Sacrament in the tab-
ernacle. Perhaps a good reminder for us all of 
what a Catholic Church is would come if we 
return to the fundamentals: genuflecting when 
we enter the pew, right knee people, and kneel-
ing to speak to the Presence of the Lord before 
us. We should also genuflect or at least bow any 
time that we cross in front of the tabernacle. By 
the way, we should be sure that there is as little 
movement around the Church as possible dur-
ing the Eucharistic Prayer.   

So what am I doing here? I asked myself that 
question at Eucharistic Adoration. Ask your-
selves: What am I doing here when I come to 
Mass, when I receive communion, when I go 
to Eucharistic Adoration. What are we doing? 
The Solemnity of Corpus Christi tells us what 
we are doing. We are experiencing the Presence 
of Jesus Christ in the Great Gift of the Eucharist. 
— By Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

The Body and Blood of Christ
Readings: Exodus 24:3-8;

Hebrews 9:11-15;
Gospel: Mark 14:12-16, 22-26

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

 Corpus Christi: On Eucharistic Adoration
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“It was such a joy to meet this loving couple, 
as well as the other credit union leaders such 
as Soosamary, Jeyamary and Sinnappan’s twin 
brother Rayappan. From the beginning, Sinnap-
pan came across as a jovial person, his boyish 
laughter and sparkling eyes reflecting his joy 
and commitment to working with the people. 
He had a special place in his heart for women’s 
empowerment and gender equality, the outcome 
of which were the women’s groups mainly ini-
tiated by Pappathi, Soosamary and Jeyamary.” 
— Cecilia

Critical connections with the poor and women
Many knew of Sinnappan even before they met 
him, and when they did, he left a marked im-
pact. 

“As a graduate in the 1980s, I had heard 
about Paul and the community work he was do-
ing under NOHD. His focus was on the poor 
and the marginalised, through the setting up 
of credit unions and cooperatives. His mission 
was always to teach people how to fish and not 
simply to give them fish. I finally got a chance 
to work with him through the Penang Women’s 
Development Corporation (PWDC). I easily 
felt Paul’s deep sense of commitment and his 
desire to be of service to others.” — Henry

“Paul’s willingness to be changed by new 
ideas was remarkable. He learnt about gender 
equality through a gender-sensitisation work-
shop in the early 1990s, and this fundamentally 
shifted the way he thought about community 
organising. Thereafter, the feminist lens became 
pivotal in his life. He changed the entire struc-
ture of the Batang Berjuntai Credit Coopera-
tive, which had been overwhelmingly male in 
its membership, to include 50 per cent women.” 
— Susanna 

A trainer par excellence
Sinnappan conducted workshops with much 
gusto and love, training many groups such as 
urban settlers, kindergarten teachers, men’s 
groups and local councillors. 

Fondly remembering his session on Who Am 
I? through his unique group dynamics, several 
Malaysian Kindergarten Teachers Association 
[PGT] educators whom Sinnappan had worked 
with shared how deeply he touched their lives. 
Sinnappan composed the song Pennay, Unaku 
Viduthaley (Woman, You Are Free) to raise 
awareness among PGT’s community of kinder-
garten educators of the power within them to 
achieve big goals. 

“Puspa, president of PGT, recalls how Sin-
nappan would regularly break out into songs 
of empowerment in workshops. His quiet de-
meanour with PGT teachers allowed them to 
open up to him in a way no other trainer did and 
he, in turn, would deeply listen with tears glis-
tening in his eyes.” — Veronica

“He was a wonderful trainer, genuinely 
warm, so full of humour and so non-threatening 
to the male participants of a Women’s Centre for 
Change, Penang workshop — who might have 
been expecting a lecture on violence against 
women and gender inequality. Instead, they got 
Paul, who surprised them when he broke into  
song during the training. He taught us the ‘fruit 
salad’ energiser, which was ridiculously funny 
and helped the participants to open up and share 
their thoughts. Paul was generous with his time, 
training materials and methodology. He was 
simple and grounded in his approach. Above 
all, he shared with us a kindness, of being hu-
man and real.” — Prema

“He was an endearing feminist too. In one 
workshop he made the men carry bricks the 
weight of an unborn child, so they would feel 
what it was like for their wives to carry their 
child and do the house chores. The men turned 
around and started helping their spouses to wash 
clothes, sweep, etc. When one man watches 
this, the other men too ikut (follow). He taught 
his own children to share their gifts with others. 
A great trainer, and wonderful grassroots activ-
ist and a handsome bloke! He never, never gave 
up his ideals until his last breath.” — Suguna

“At a PWDC training on community engage-

ment for the local councillors of the Seberang 
Perai City Council and the Penang Island City 
Council, you could see how down to earth his 
sessions were and how he was able to encour-
age government officials to bring down their 
guard. Paul left an indelible mark — cherished 
by us all!” — Aloyah

A role model
With all his virtues, it is not surprising that Sin-
nappan became a role model for many.

“Paul was one of the most refined human be-
ings I have known. He offered a rare quality of 
compassion, listening and grace to whoever had 
the good fortune to make his acquaintance.” — 
Susanna

“… from my student days, Sinnappan has 
been the yeast in the dough, and counts among 
the “highly respected in their days and hon-
oured by the people they lived with” (Sirach 
44:7). Each of us, touched by his life and abun-
dant generosity, must do him justice by being 
true to what he has imparted.” — Veronica

“He was the one who taught me that with 
RM2, you can teach anyone how to start a busi-
ness and return life to a person in dire need. 
Through this approach, he not only reached 
out to the plantation communities but also to 
the poor Malay and Orang Asli communities 
throughout Malaysia.” — Maria

We will miss you, Sinnappan - our brother, 
friend, comrade and fellow sojourner - and 
thank you for your time with us. May your soul 
rest in eternal peace and may you continue to 
watch over your family and the communities 
you built. 
l Contributions from Aloyah Bakar, Cecilia 
Ng, Chee Heng Leng, Henry Loh, Judith Koh, 
Lim Chin Chin, Maria Chin Abdullah, Prema 
Devaraj, Suguna Papachan, Susanna George, 
Tan Beng Hui and Veronica Retnam (with Pa-
chama Muniandy, Daivaigi Menon, Puspam 
Pitchai, Janaki Sandhu and Puspa Krishnan) 

Source: Aliran
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Archbishop Leow 
sends Harvest 
Festival greetings

Archdiocese of 
KuAlA lumpur
Chan/MC/13/2021

The Honourable Prime Minister, 
Tan Sri Dato Muhyiddin Yassin, 
announced on Friday May 28, 
2021 that the entire country would 
be placed under total lockdown 
from June 1 to 14, 2021 to curb the 
phenomenal increase of new COV-
ID-19 infections which has placed 
an increasing strain on our coun-
try’s medical facilities and staff.

Due to the latest updated SOPs 
from MKN and the Ministry of 
National Unity (hereinafter collec-
tively called the MKN SOPs), His 
Grace, Archbishop Julian Leow, in 
consultation with the Archdiocesan 
Crisis Management Task Force, 
has decided to update the following 
protocols in all parishes, churches, 
chapels and Mass centres in the 
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur for 
the duration of the total lockdown:

1.0. Suspension of all Public 
Masses — All in-person pub-
lic Masses are to be suspended 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Kuala Lumpur. The clergy will 
continue to offer Masses pri-
vately for the intentions of the 
faithful.

2.0. Live streaming of Mass-
es — churches who have the 
capacity to live stream Masses 
in compliance with the MKN 

SOPs may continue to do so. 
The number of persons (priest, 
assisting ministers, media, 
volunteers etc) should not ex-
ceed 12 persons. These live 
streamed Masses are not to be 
opened to attendance by the 
public.
3.0. Suspension of In-person 
Gatherings and Meetings — 
all in-persons gatherings and 
meetings in parishes, churches, 
chapels and Mass centres are 
to be suspended until further 
notice. Meetings may be held 
using online platforms.
4.0. Parish Office — all par-
ish offices are to be closed and 
staff are requested to work 
from home.
5.0. Funerals — all funeral 
parlours located within church 
compounds may remain open 
but are subject to the condi-
tions set out in the MKN 
SOPs. There should not be 
any wake prayers or visits 
apart from immediate family 
members, which should not 
exceed 10 persons at any one 
time. Funeral Masses are per-
mitted with a total number not 
exceeding 12 persons (which 
should include the priest, as-

sisting ministers and family 
members).
6.0. Weddings — all wed-
dings within churches are to be 
postponed until further notice.
As our country undergoes anoth-

er period of tribulation, let us never 
lose hope in the promise of our Lord 
who tells us, “In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world” (John 16:33).

As the Church prepares to cel-
ebrate two great solemnities in the 
coming week, the Solemnity of the 
Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus 
Christi) and the Solemnity of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, and although 
it is painful that you are not able to 
be physically present at Mass to 
receive holy communion, we ask 
that you continue to unite yourself 
spiritually with the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and with our Archbishop and 
priests as they offer the Holy Sacri-
fice of the Mass for the alleviation 
of this pandemic, the redemption 
of the world and the salvation of 
souls.

Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

June 1, 2021

Updated Protocols for the Period 
of Total Lockdown (FMCO)

Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you, dear People of God. 
Corpus Christi is here. Remembering the 
Body of Christ, the holy communion and 
the Church.  

A week of listening. The shocked popu-
lation, seeing the soaring daily reports of 
new cases, began to take notice. The au-
thorities appear to listen to feedback. Ha-
mas and Israel have declared a ceasefire. 
NGOs and welfare groups are preparing 
for people in need. Charities are on stand-
by. There is still room for more listening. 
There is a need for more price control, to 
bring down the cost of living and properly 
deliberated communications. The people 
are saying something. It is time for law 
makers and authorities to listen. We need 
listening leaders. 

1.0 Thought for the Week: 
Salvation? A Door or A Key?
The disciple asked, “Master, what does it 
mean to be saved?” 

And the master answered, “A piece of 
bread on the plate in front of a starving 
person is salvation.” CONSIDER THIS: 
“Salvation is not something that happens 
only at the end of a person’s life. Salva-
tion happens every time someone with a 
key uses it to open a door he could lock 
instead.”  

A scorpion’s nature is to sting, while our 
nature is to save. We hold the key to save 
or to deny life or new life.

Jesus said: As the Living Father sent 
Me, and I live because of the Father, so 

whoever feeds on Me, he also lives be-
cause of Me. (Jn.6:57 ESV)

2.0 Announcements for this Week
1. The full lockdown is here. The MCO 
3.0 is in force from June 1 to 14. As re-
quired by the Order, Masses, prayer meet-
ings and religious gatherings continue to 
be suspended in the Diocese of Malacca 
Johore. The SOP permits 12 members of 
the church or RIBI AJK to administer or 
maintain the church complex.  
2. Strict adherence to SOPs is expected 
of family members, funeral directors 
and cemetery crematorium management. 
There have been cases of people being 
compounded. The permitted number at 
preparation of deceased is five persons 

only;  at the wake, at one time only 10 
permitted; 12 at the Last Rite; and only 10 
allowed at the cemetery or crematorium. 
3. The CWC-MJD50-PMPC2026 has 
been set up to spearhead the Golden Ju-
bilee of Malacca Johore Diocese in 2023 
and the Pan Malaysia Pastoral Convention 
in 2026. The discerning voices are remind-
ing us to be “a light of hope” in these new 
times of the pandemic. See yourself as a 
little lighted candle where you are planted. 
Shine! 
4. Some Malacca News:  The Catholic 
communities of Jasin and Merlimau have 
been made a quasi-parish, effective June 
1, 2021, with Fr Devadasan as the Par-
ish priest. The parish of St Francis Xavier 
with its outstation, St Anne, Alor Gajah, 
will be administered by Fr Moses Rayap-
pan, the Parish Priest, and Fr Thomas Koo, 
the Assistant Parish Priest.  

3.0 This Week’s Questions & Queries. 
The Q asks: Is there Mission without 
the Cross?

a) Hebrews 11:33-38 characterises 
the many who were sent on mission. 
Their experiences were diverse, rang-
ing from victories to tortures, from be-
ing provided for to opting for austere 
living, from living in community to 
living in isolation.
b) The mission of the apostles was a 
participation in the mission of Jesus 
Christ. When He said: “Whoever wel-
comes you, welcomes Me, and who-

ever welcomes Me welcomes the One 
who sent Me.”
c) When one is sent on mission, the 
one is appointed for two things: “TO 
BE WITH CHRIST (including on the 
cross) and TO PREACH. They are in-
separable.
d) Jorge Mario Bergoglio commented 
that “being with Christ will be genuine 
if it leads to preaching, and this will 
be authentic if it is purified by being 
on the cross with Christ. That is why, 
when Jesus selects, he appoints. So we 
care for what has been entrusted to us, 
not becoming owners attempting to 
adjust it to our taste.” 
e) The Christian mission, which we 
have received from the Lord, cannot 
be conceived without reference to the 
cross. If we forget that truth, we be-
come obsessed with triumph. It is not 
pastoral methods, not glamorous ac-
tivities that ensure triumph. The cross 
itself is the triumph.

Thank you for reading. Let us continue 
to build God’s Kingdom together. If we 
live we live for the Lord, and if we die we 
die for the Lord. The Mission of Christ is 
shared with us. Keep safe and stay safe.

Bishop Bernard Paul
June 4, 2021

Click here to watch the video

MJD News Update #42diocese of 
mAlAccA Johore

My dear friends,

As Malaysians, we join our Sa-
bahan and Sarawakian brothers 
and sisters as they celebrate the 
Harvest Festival of Kaamatan 
and Gawai respectively.

Though the celebrations this 
year may be low-key and the 
feeling of sadness and despair 
of not being able to return home 
during this festive celebration is 
perfectly understandable, let us 
not miss this opportunity to ex-
press joy and thanksgiving for all 
the blessings we have received in 
our life.

We are fortunate that we are 
still able to usher in the festivi-
ties and celebrate with our fam-
ily and friends via online plat-

forms, which continue to keep 
us connected with one another 
during this difficult period.

May this Harvest Festival in-
spire all Malaysians to work hard 
to sow seeds of unity and harmo-
ny, so as to reap a rich harvest of 
prosperity and peace.

Wishing all who are celebrat-
ing a joyful and meaningful cel-
ebration!

Kotobian tadau tagazo do 
Kaamatan! Gaya guru gerai ny-
amai!
 

+ Most Rev Julian Leow, D.D.
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur

May 31, 2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iwvTZXVaWe4&t=168s
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Continuing along the same lines of the Cat-
echism, in this catechesis we refer to the 
lived experience of prayer, trying to show 
some very common difficulties which must 
be identified and overcome. Praying is not 
easy: many difficulties present themselves 
in prayer. It is necessary to know them, rec-
ognise them and overcome them.

The first problem that emerges to those 
who pray is distraction (cf. CCC, 2729). 
You start to pray and then your mind wan-
ders, it wanders all over the world; your 
heart is here, your mind is there … distrac-
tion from prayer. Prayer often co-exists with 
distraction. Indeed, the human mind strug-
gles to dwell for long on a single thought. 
We all experience this constant whirlwind 
of images and illusions in perpetual motion, 
which accompanies us even during sleep. 
And we all know that it is not good to fol-
low this inclination towards disorder.

The battle to achieve and maintain con-
centration does not relate only to prayer. 
If one does not attain a sufficient level of 
concentration, one cannot study profitably, 
nor can one work well. Athletes know that 
contests are not won solely through physi-
cal training, but also with mental discipline: 
above all, with the capacity to concentrate 
and to remain focused.

Distractions are not to blame, but they 
must be fought. In the heritage of our faith 
there is a virtue that is often forgotten but 
which is quite present in the Gospel. It is 
called “vigilance”. And Jesus said, “Keep 
vigil. Pray”. The Catechism mentions it ex-
plicitly in its instruction on prayer (cf. no. 
2730). Jesus often calls the disciples to the 
duty of a sober life, guided by the thought 
that sooner or later He will return, like a 
bridegroom from a wedding or a master 

from a journey. Not knowing the day and 
hour of his return, however, all the minutes 
of our lives are precious and should not be 
wasted on distractions. In a moment that 
we do not know, the voice of our Lord will 
resound: on that day, blessed will be those 
servants whom he will find diligent, still fo-
cused on what really matters. They did not 
stray in pursuit of every attraction that en-
tered their minds but tried to walk the right 
path, doing good and performing their own 
task.

This is distraction: the imagination wan-
ders, it wanders and wanders…. Saint Tere-
sa used to call this imagination that wanders 
and wanders in prayer “the madwoman in 
the house”; it is like a madwoman that leads 
you to wander here and there … We must 
stop it and put it in a cage, with attention.

The time of barrenness warrants a differ-
ent discourse. The Catechism describes it 
this way: “the heart is separated from God, 
with no taste for thoughts, memories, and 
feelings, even spiritual ones. This is the mo-
ment of sheer faith clinging faithfully to Je-
sus in his agony and in his tomb” (n. 2731). 
Barrenness makes us think of Good Friday, 
at night, and Holy Saturday, the whole day: 
Jesus is not there, he is in the tomb; Jesus is 
dead: we are alone. And this is the “mother-
thought” of barrenness. Often, we do not 
know what the reasons for barrenness are: it 
may depend on ourselves, but also on God, 
who permits certain situations in the exte-
rior or interior life. Or, at times, it may be a 
headache or a sick feeling that stops us from 
entering into prayer. Often, we do not really 
know the reason. Spiritual teachers describe 
the experience of faith as a continuous al-
ternation between times of consolation and 
desolation; there are times when everything 
is easy, while others are marked by great 
weightiness. Very often, when we encounter 

a friend, we say, “How are you?” — “To-
day I am down”. Very often we are “down”, 
or rather, we don’t have feelings, we don’t 
have consolation, we can’t do it. They are 
those grey days … and there are so many of 
them in life! But the danger is having a grey 
heart: when this “feeling down” reaches the 
heart and sickens it … and there are people 
who live with a grey heart. This is terrible: 
one cannot pray, one cannot feel consolation 
with a grey heart! Or, one cannot emerge 
from spiritual barrenness with a grey heart. 
The heart must be open and luminous, so 
that the light of the Lord can enter. And if it 
does not enter, we need to wait for it, with 
hope. But do not close it up in greyness.

Then, a different thing is sloth, another 
flaw, another vice, which is a real tempta-
tion against prayer and, more generally, 
against the Christian life. Sloth is “a form 
of depression due to lax ascetical practice, 
decreasing vigilance, carelessness of heart” 
(CCC, 2733). It is one of the seven “deadly 
sins” because, fuelled by conceit, it can lead 
to the death of the soul.

So, what can we do in this succession 
of enthusiasms and discouragements? One 
must learn to always walk. True progress in 
spiritual life does not consist in multiply-
ing ecstasies, but in being able to persevere 
in difficult times: walk, walk, walk on…. 
and if you are tired, stop a bit and then start 
walking again. But with perseverance. Let 
us remember St Francis’ parable on perfect 
joy: it is not in the infinite fortunes rained 
down from Heaven that a friar’s skill is 
measured, but in walking with consistency, 
even when one is not acknowledged, even 
when one is mistreated, even when every-
thing has lost its initial flavour. All the saints 
have passed through this “dark valley”, and 
let us not be scandalized if, in reading their 
diaries, we find accounts of evenings of 

listless prayer, lived without enthusiasm. 
We must learn to say: “Even though You, 
my God, seem to be doing everything to 
make me stop believing in You, I still con-
tinue to pray to You”. Believers never shut 
off prayer! It may sometimes resemble the 
prayer of Job, who does not accept that God 
treats him unjustly, protests and calls him to 
judgment. But, very often, even protesting 
before God is a way of praying or, as that 
little old lady said, “getting angry with God 
is a way to pray too”, because a son often 
gets angry with his father: it is a way of re-
lating to the father; since he recognises him 
as “father”, he gets angry….

And we too, who are far less holy and pa-
tient than Job, know that in the end, at the 
end of this time of desolation, during which 
we have raised silent cries to Heaven and 
many times have asked “why?”, God will 
answer us. Do not forget the prayer that 
asks “why?”. It is the prayer of children 
when they begin not to understand things, 
which psychologists call “the why stage”, 
because the child asks his father, “Daddy, 
why? Daddy, why? Daddy, why?” But 
let us be careful: the child does not listen 
to his father’s answer. The father starts to 
reply, but the child interrupts with another 
“why?”. He simply wants to draw his fa-
ther’s attention to himself; and when we get 
a little angry with God and start asking why, 
we are attracting our Father’s heart towards 
our misery, towards our difficulty, towards 
our life. But yes, have the courage to say to 
God: “But why?”. Because at times, getting 
a little angry is good for you, because it re-
awakens that son-father, daughter-father re-
lationship we must have with God. And he 
will accept even our harshest and bitterest 
expressions with a father’s love, and will 
consider them as an act of faith, as a prayer. 
— vatican.va

The psalms are, first and foremost, the 
prayers of Israel. They were composed 

by authors who had a keen sense of their 
covenantal relationship with God. The in-
tervention of God in their history of ups 
and downs called for it to be expressed in 
prayer. Consequently, the authors used the 
language of relationship. In fact, the whole 
Bible speaks of God’s relationship with hu-
manity and man’s response.

Briefly, language is either the language 
of science or the language of relationships. 
The language of science gives information, 
and tells us exactly what it signifies. The 
language of relationships would signify 
something else. It tells us what a person 
is feeling; it will use a number of images 
and metaphors to convey the sentiments, 
emotions and perceptions of the one who 
prays. For example, a rock is a rock in sci-
entific language, but when a person prays, 
“O God, you are my rock and my fortress,” 

he means something other than a boulder in 
the mountain or a rock on the beach.

Ps 91 (90) Divine Office (Everyday 
Prayer): Sun Night Prayer (pg 692)

Note the title, the saying from Lk 10:19 
where Jesus promises protection for his 
disciples, and the antiphon, which is taken 
from the psalm itself. These help us to pray 
the psalm with confidence as we retire for 
the night.

The first paragraph (Vss 1-2) is an excla-
mation of the person (a king at war) who 

has come to the temple completely confi-
dent, as he wants to spend the night in the 
Holy of Holies, where the Ark of God is 
present with the Cherubim. He awaits an 
answer from God as to what he should do 
with such opposing forces surrounding him 
in a dream. The Almighty is his refuge.

In the next six paragraphs (Vss 3-13) the 
priests assure this pilgrim (and us) of the 
protection which the Lord will grant be-
cause of his trust in him. He will escape the 
bird-catchers’ snare and the plague, since 
the Lord covers him with his wings. Infer-
nal enemies will not be able to overcome 
him. Many of his own people may fall and 
leave him but since he has declared that the 
Lord is his refuge, no evil will befall him. 
God’s angels will be there to save him from 
annihilation. He will be able to overcome 
all evil attackers.

The last two paragraphs (Vss 14-16) are 
a solemn oracle of Yahweh giving the an-

swer to this person who is passing the night 
in the temple. He tells him that he will be 
victorious and he can go back to the bat-
tlefield. Yahweh’s oracle makes sense only 
when applied to Jesus whom Satan tempt-
ed, quoting this psalm, “They shall bear 
you upon their hands lest you strike your 
foot against a stone.” He faced the final 
battle with evil, with the Snake, the Devil, 
Satan, and regained his glory. It is Christ’s 
victory song of resurrection.

The Church calls us to pray this psalm on 
Sunday night before we fall asleep, ready 
to face a new week when we awake. As 
you pray this psalm, try to think what these 
images represent in your life: the fowler’s 
snare, the terror of the night, the arrow that 
flies by day, the plague that prowls in the 
darkness. Let us be confident that the Lord 
has won victory over the Dragon. As the 
night prayer concludes, we say: Lord, grant 
us a quiet night and a perfect end. Amen.

Appreciating the language of the Psalms
By
Msgr James 
Gnanapiragasam
SSL, STL

A TheologiAn  
SpeAkS

Distractions, a time 
of  barrenness, 
sloth

Catechesis on prayer by Pope Francis
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The fruits of Alpha are the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit

“I personally love the entire journey 
as I am learning many things that I 

didn’t know. A lot of my questions have 
been answered through the talks and the 
group sharings. My group facilitator,  
Joyce Ting, did an incredible job in lead-
ing us. She made us feel super comforta-
ble and also prayed for the youth, which 
touches me the most.” — Ann Celia, 
Youth from St Anne, Bukit Mertajam

“My two adult children and I partici-
pated in this ALPHA course and 

while doing the Holy Spirit novena, we 
could feel a sense of peace enveloping the 
three of us. The praying for, and by, each 
of us (in small groups) was truly driv-
en by the Holy Spirit because I felt His 
presence. After the session on Sunday, I 
couldn’t sleep until 3.30am! I wasn’t tired 
and I cannot explain why I was not sleepy 
or tired despite waking up at 6.00am ;)

“Yes, small groupings of 8-10 is a good 
size. Thank you Jesus for this pandemic. 
Otherwise, would not have met friends 
from NY and Kuching! God’s amazing 
wonders at work.” — Ivy Chew

“My weekdays are always busy 
with work, and when it comes 

to the weekend, I feel very excited to 
be attending Alpha Online. I absolutely 
feel I belong to a larger community.” —                
Elwin Tarang Anak Manggas 

“I maybe a doubting Thomas, but 
Eddy prayed over me (the person 

with a long-standing vision problem on 
the right eye). If that’s not convincing 
enough, there was a strong gush of wind 
outside my window (blowing up leaves 
but no rain!) during our small group 
praying over me! I saw and I believe...... 
alleluia!! 

“Keep up the good work. We have a 
good facilitator.” — Francis Ha

“The session on the general infill-
ing of the Holy Spirit is excel-

lent. Most of the guests welcome be-
ing prayed over.” — Cecilia Kok from 
Kuching

“Everyone I encountered was wel-
coming and I felt that I belonged. 

I experience a warm presence of the 
Holy Spirit especially during the infill-
ing session. The music helped with get-
ting into the session. Hopefully a live 
praise & worship session can be includ-
ed.” — Anysia from Miri

“It was an awesome weekend....al-
though it was online I could feel the 

presence of the Holy Spirit especially in 
the group when we were praying for each 
other....” — Christian Sta Maria

“It was a very fruitful weekend. 
Learned more about the Holy Spirit 

and the whole praying over each other 
thing left me with a feeling of calmness 
in my mind, body and spirit.” — Ian 
Bernandine Richard

“Everyone I encountered was wel-
coming and I felt that I belonged. 

I experience a warm presence of the 
Holy Spirit especially during the infill-
ing session. The music helped with get-
ting into the session. Hopefully a live 
praise & worship session can be includ-
ed.” — Anysia from Miri

“Though I had some exposure to 
Christianity, my knowledge espe-

cially when come to Catholic practices, is 
limited. Felt pressured when Holy Spirit 
Weekend was approaching. I thank God 
for sending Sandra to me as my facilita-
tor. After a short chat with her, I felt as-
sured and was looking forward to attend-
ing the weekend event. Our group prayer 
session was an eye-opener for me. Sandra 
is a counsellor and healer with lots of 
love. When she prayed for me, I felt my 
body filled with special sensation and 
tears were rolling down my cheeks. (I 
was told later that this was a sign of the 
Holy Spirit working in me). During the 
process, somehow I felt my prayers were 
being answered or would be answered in 
due course.

“Before the prayer session, I had been 
having bad pain at my lower back (for 
a few days) and intermittent pain at my 
stomach (in the region of the gallbladder) 
every day for the past week. Immediately 
after the prayer, I felt no more pain in my 
lower back and the daily pain in my stom-
ach also never come back till now (i.e. two 
days after the prayer).” — Julie, a seeker 

“I am pleased to share that my shoul-
der was aching no more the day af-

ter I was prayed over. I did not want to 
inform the group earlier because I want-
ed to be certain. This is the third day I 
am pain free. Thank you.’ — Joon Hin

Joon Hin is a pre-believer. He and his 
wife were persuaded by Shirley and Si-
mon Chua to come and see.

“I had some doubts about whether we 
could pray over someone on line. 

But the small group praying over ses-
sion cleared any doubt I had after listen-
ing to the different testimonies from our 
group members. Even our non-Christian 
member joined the praying over and had 
a wonderful experience. Thanks to the 
Holy Spirit for filling us with His gifts 
and fruits and empowering us to share 
the Good News with others. — Jerome 
Law, facilitator, Church of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Klang

KUALA LUMPUR: After attending a few 
sessions of the Pan Malaysian Alpha online, 
Perpetua from Kuching asked if she could 
invite a friend to join. Perpetua shared her 
friend’s concern that some young family 
members have yet to come to faith and she 
believes that Alpha is the tool to reach out to 
them. After the first evening, this friend said, 
‘I am so blessed to be in a very supportive 
group as this is the first time being prayed 
over, and to pray over another.’ She has 
since signed up for the next Alpha course, in 
order to be able to then tell others about it.

The organisers pray that when people 
have experienced the Lord, they will go on 
to tell others, or they would want to know 
more. 

A pre-believer from Kuching was encour-
aged by her aunt to join Alpha. She is now 
considering the Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults (RCIA), which providentially 
starts as soon as this Alpha concludes. 

Another seeker gives a testimony of be-
ing healed during the Holy Spirit weekend. 
She has accepted Christ and is now seeking 
to know more of Catholicism. Her journey 
through the RCIA was interrupted because 
of the Movement Control Order. We have 
encouraged her to log into FORMED.org to 
know more about the faith and we will jour-
ney with her. 

What makes this simple course tick? Why 
is there so much enthusiasm coming from 
those who attend Alpha? The small group 
sharing seems to hold the key. The down-
to-earth teaching from the videos paves 
the way for the guests in the small groups 
to have a meaningful sharing. A trained fa-
cilitator sees that no one is left out; at the 
same time, there is no coercion that every-
one must share. 

Fr David Ho, the parish priest from the 

Church of St Herbert, is an advocate for 
Alpha. He has invited the youth team from 
Kuala Lumpur to Kapit and Song for years 
to run Alpha. 

This time, he comes as a participant. He 
believes that the small group dynamics can 
build, strengthen and deepen Christian com-
munities. Trust takes places when people 
break down barriers and allow others into 
their private space. Fr Ho especially likes 
the networking between the lay faithful 
from East and West Malaysia, and he hopes 
that more will come to have a rich experi-
ence such as what he is experiencing. He is 
spearheading the next course, to begin after 
this one ends.

The other important component of Al-
pha is the Holy Spirit Weekend. This time, 
the weekend  coincided with Pentecost. In 
preparing everyone to experience the Holy 
Spirit, some Catholic elements are included 
for the lay faithful. Weeks before the Week-
end, Catholics are given a prepared Exami-
nation of Conscience in their own language. 
They are asked to take time to pray and 
examine their conscience, and to allow the 
Holy Spirit to work in them, to reveal their 
weaknesses so that by grace, they may seek 
reconciliation. Nine days before Pentecost, 
everyone is encouraged to do the Nine Day 
Novena to the Holy Spirit. This traditional 
devotional prayer is a powerful instrument 
for us to seek the gifts of the Spirit. The no-
vena concludes daily with a consecration 
prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

An anointed lay leader leads the Holy 
Spirit Weekend. He invokes the Holy Spirit 
and prays for His infilling. The two-night-
ly sessions during the Pentecost weekend 
helped everyone to appreciate the third Per-
son of the Trinity. There were many testimo-
nies after the weekend.  

What a remarkable Alpha online expe-
rience! The friendships made cut across 
boundaries as in every small group, there 
are East and West Malaysians. This is the 
same for all the languages. Every language 
group acknowledges the strength of Alpha 
online. All of us experience the ripe fruits of 
the Spirit throughout this exhilarating jour-
ney with our guests: love, joy, peace, for-
bearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.

Run Alpha with a sense of purpose. We do 
it because we believe in it. It is with great 
joy that we read Pope Francis’ latest apos-
tolic letter, Antiquum Ministerium, as he 
institutes the Ministry of Catechist. In the 
second half of paragraph 2, the Holy Father 
says, ‘Within the broader charismatic tradi-
tion of the New Testament then, we can see 
that certain baptised persons exercised the 
ministry of transmitting in a more organic 
and stable form related to different situa-
tions in life the teaching of the apostles and 
evangelists (cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical 
Council Dogmatic Constitution on Divine 

Revelation  Dei Verbum, 8). The Church 
wished to acknowledge this service as a 
concrete expression of a personal charism 
that contributed greatly to the exercise of 
her mission of evangelisation. This glance 
at the life of the first Christian communities 
engaged in the spread of the Gospel.’

We believe in this work of evangelisation 
and we are affirmed by our Holy Father that 
it is a God-given ministry. Our catch-phras-
es, ‘Come and See’ and “Go and Tell’ are 
an open invitation therefore to anyone who 
wants to run Alpha. We can train and equip 
you with the tools so that you can run an 
Alpha at any time at your convenience. We 
pray for greater collaboration with churches, 
East and West Malaysia, and we look for-
ward to running many courses together. 

Come Holy Spirit, Come, and enkindle in 
us the fire of your love. 

Our next Alpha starts on July 4, and will 
run for 11 weeks on Sundays from 8.00pm to 
9.30pm. You can reach us at alpha@archkl.
org or 012-6613769 (WhatsApp line). — 
Organising Team, Alpha-Formed Net 

Sharings from some of the participants

Participants of the Alpha programme.
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Vaccination for the good of humanity

KUCHING: Catholics in the Arch-
diocese of Kuching displayed 
abundant love and compassion 
for humanity when they respond-
ed generously to the COVID-19 
pandemic aid to India campaign 
launched by Archbishop Simon 
Poh on May 16. The total collec-
tion from the Dioceses of Kuch-
ing, Miri and Sibu amounted to 
RM212,099.28.

The Archbishop informed Chris-
tians attending his 30 May live-
streamed Sunday Mass that on 
May 19, RM61,872.45 was remit-
ted to Caritas India through the 
Malaysian Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference (MCBC).

This donation came from the 
SarawakPay e-Collection for the 
three live-stream Masses celebrat-
ed on May 16. Additional dona-

tions totalling RM150,226.83 went 
to the Chennai Claretian Province 
in India.

“Thank you for your gener-
ous donations amounting to 
RM212,099.28. One thing we ar e 
sure of is that the Lord will multi-
ply our donations which will defi-
nitely become a source of blessing 
and healing for those receiving this 
as medical and food aid in India,” 
Archbishop Simon Poh said.

The Chennai Claretian Province 
has sent 10 missionary priests to 
serve in Kuching, Miri and Sibu di-
oceses and “Sarawak is grateful to 
this particular Claretian Province,” 
said the Arch-bishop. Currently, 
four of these Claretian priests serve 
in the Serian and Bunan parishes in 
the Archdiocese of Kuching.— By 
Ivy Chai, Today’s Catholic

KUALA LUMPUR: Globally, the 
COVID-19 pandemic is still rag-
ing ferociously. One crucial way 
to mitigate the spread is popula-
tion vaccination to achieve herd 
immunity.

There has been a lot of fear and 
anxiety regarding the side effects 
of vaccination and the efficacy of 
certain vaccines. This is due large-
ly to the misinformation being cir-
culated in the cyberspace.

Reliable sources of information 
are found in web sites such as Ma-
laysia‘s COVID-19 vaccine web-
site by MOSTI and MOH www.
vaksincovid.gov.my  and the World 
Health Organisation www.covid19.
who.int. The United Nations en-
courages us to check the advice 
we share is reliable and accurate at 
www.shareverified.com.

Quite a number of our parishion-
ers, clergy and  religious have been 
vaccinated.  We are comforted and 
edified by their experiences.

Let us be steadfast  in our 
prayers for an end to this pandem-
ic for “if we live by the Spirit, let 
us also walk by the Spirit”. (Gal 
5:25).

Protect One, Protect All. Lind-
ung Diri, Lindung Semua. — By 
Prof Christopher Ng

Kuching Catholics lend 
a helping hand to IndiaPENANG: The Penang Diocesan 

New Evangelisation Commission 
(PDNEC) completed the Sharing 
Christ programme for 50 participants 
from the Arch/Dioceses of KL, Pen-
ang and Malacca Johore on Tuesday 
May 25, 2021. Sharing Christ is part 
of the ChristLife evangelisation pro-
cess consisting of three courses: Dis-
covering Christ, Following Christ, 
and Sharing Christ. \

Driven by the missionary mandate 
of the Lord Jesus, PDNEC has been 
running the ChristLife process for 
the last two to three years, and are 
reaching not only active Catholics, 
but nominal and inactive Catholics 
and the unbaptised. ChristLife helps 
in developing missionary disciples 
by helping people discover Jesus 
Christ personally, following Him in 
their daily lives as Catholic disciples, 
and sharing Him with others. 

Sharing Christ is a seven-week 
programme that equips participants 
with practical skills to proclaim 
the Gospel — encountering the 
life changing love of Jesus Christ 
through friendship and inviting oth-
ers into a personal relationship with 

Jesus Christ. Evangelisation must 
become the everyday lifestyle for 
Christians and the Christ Life series 
helps prepare us fulfil it.

The sessions were held every 
Tuesday between 8.15pm and 
10.00pm and involved a worship 
session followed by viewing the vid-
eo talk together as a large group and 
then breaking out into small groups 
discussing the video, doing some ac-
tivities and sharing the progress and 
challenges with respect to sharing 
Christ with others. The final session 
— Put Out into the Deep for a Catch 
had a “card-board testimony” activ-
ity where all participants presented 
using the card-board on “how their 
lives were before they had the Christ 
experience” and also showing the 
“transformation that took place after 
they embraced Christ and he became 
part of their lives”. 

Rt Rev Sebastian Francis, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Penang, was pre-
sent throughout the final session. Af-
ter the “card-board testimony” ses-
sion, he congratulated and reaffirmed 
the participants and “commissioned 
the faithful on mission”.

Participants learn how to Share Christ

“I have completed the two 
doses of vaccination on 

March 28 uneventfully. COVID 
vaccination, regardless of  brand 
is definitely helpful in the con-
trol of the pandemic. With much 
safety information available 
now, I strongly encourage eve-
ryone to come forward for the 
vaccination for the good of our 
community.” — Dr Anna Lim, 
Kota Kinabalu

“I completed my two doses on March 29!  
Aside from soreness on my arm and 

feeling a bit feverish (was okay after taking 
two tablets of Panadol), I didn’t experience 
any other side effects. Current COVID 
vaccines (All brands) are safe and equally 
effective. Let’s all join hands to achieve herd 
immunity and get ourselves vaccinated. — 
Carmel P C,  Penampang, Sabah

“I was encouraged by my elderly sisters 
in Singapore. They are in their 80s and 

have co-morbidities. Yet, they bravely ac-
cepted to be vaccinated. I knew they were 
not just doing this for their own sake, but as 
a social responsibility — for the good of all. 
So here I am, complete with my two doses of 
vaccination.” — Sr Enid Lopez, FMM

“I am grateful to have received 
my first dose of AstraZaneca. 

It was a smooth efficient process 
with hardly any side effects. I 
strongly urge anyone who is afraid 
to trust and take the plunge! 

“Getting vaccinated is a way of 
loving your neighbour and your-
self! Let’s stay safe and save lives! 

“Jesus, I trust in you.” — Fr 
Gerard Theraviam, Parish Priest 
of Church of the Divine Mercy, 
Shah Alam

“There is so much misinformation and dis-
information that can cause fear and anxi-

ety. I prayed for the intercession of our Blessed 
Mother Mary that I would be guided by the wis-
dom and mercy of Jesus. The Vatican’s Congre-
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) issued 
a statement noting that it is ‘morally acceptable’ 
for Catholics. Praise the Lord that I did not suffer 
from any adverse side effects.”  — Gregory R 
Warrier. Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Penang

“I received my COVID-19 
vaccination jabs on 20/4 

and 12/5, respectively. On both 
occasions I was fine, except for 
a slight pain in the affected arm. 
The doctor and staff on duty were 
friendly and helpful. I was ob-
served for reactions for half an 
hour because of my eczema. I am 
glad I received my vaccination.” 
— Shirley Wong. Church of St 
Francis Xavier, Melaka

The PDNEC has also organised 
other programmes via Zoom for 
2021. Among them are: The Study 
of Revelation – continuation from 
2020, Life in Christ for Newly Bap-
tised Catholics (ongoing), Prayer 
for Healing (twice a month), Lectio 
Prayer by Dr Tim Gray (two ses-
sions per week to cater for those 
working), Life Everlasting (a series 
of three talks on Theological and 
Spiritual perspective in prepara-
tion for eternity, End-of-Life Care 
and Bereavement, and Practical 
Steps for a Graceful and Peace-
ful departure to eternal life, Men’s 
Gathering (once a fortnight), and 
Screening of Christian movies and 
documentary videos – Ignatius of 
Loyola, Power in your Hand and 
Fearless. 

The next programme to be rolled 
out (in late June, 2021) is Psalms  
School of Prayer (two sessions a 
week). 

Participants are from Peninsular 
and East Malaysia, Singapore and 
some other foreign countries. 

All these programmes are in line 
with PDNEC’s efforts to promote 
on-going faith formation and evan-
gelization programmes in a very 
spiritual setting to develop a mis-
sion mind-set among Catholics 
while embracing the core values 
of PMPC - creativity, inclusiveness 
and bridge-building. 

You may view PDNEC’s Face-
book page “Penang Diocesan New 
Evangelisation Commission” or 
visit www.pgdiocese.org/penang-
diocesan-new-evangelization-
commission to be abreast of all the 
programmes. — By Iruthaya Das

Other PDNEC 
Programmes

Relatives mourn during the cremation of a Covid-19 patient at a cremation 
ground in Allahabad, India on May 4. (UCA News photo)



Kuala Lumpur in lockdown to 
stem COVID-19
KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian 
government imposed a national lock-
down from June 1 to 14 to counter 
the increase in cases of COVID-19, 
which has recently been spreading 
to various nations of Southeast Asia, 
from Thailand to Vietnam where a 
new variant has emerged. Much of 
the region survived the first wave 
of the pandemic unscathed last year, 
thanks to the rapid closure of borders 
and the introduction of restrictions 
that, today, seem to be less effective.

The experts are particularly in-
terested in Thailand and Vietnam, 
where the most recent outbreaks are 
recorded and the threshold of atten-
tion is highest. The increase in cases 
is also linked to the population’s 
weariness and intolerance of restric-

tions and to a slow-moving vaccina-
tion campaign.

The situation in Malaysia is pro-
gressively worsening and the num-
bers confirm this: in a nation of 32 
million inhabitants, over 40 per cent 
of the 2,800 victims recorded since 
the beginning of the pandemic date 
back to May. The official infections 
are more than 570,000, with a record 
number last week.

In addition to the variants that 
are emerging in the region, there 
are also the meetings and celebra-
tions between March and April 
for Ramadan and Hari Raya. In a 
nation with an Islamic majority, 
citizens have, on several occasions, 
ignored or challenged government 
directives by meeting and celebrat-

ing.
The lockdown in force provides 

for the prohibition of all non-es-
sential activities: therefore, only 
supermarkets and medical clinics 
will remain open. Most schools are 
closed and citizens can only go out 
for emergency situations or essential 
needs. For months, travel has been 
prohibited in most regions. The clo-
sures, while responding to requests 
for intervention from citizens, risk 
destroying permanently activities 
and businesses that have struggled in 
the last year to stay open.

“The impact of the coronavirus on 
small businesses like mine is devas-
tating,” says Lilian Chua, who runs a 
hair salon that is set to close, perhaps 
forever. “The government imposes a 

lockdown but the virus is in the air. In 
fact, they should speed up the vacci-
nation campaign” in a country where 

just over six per cent of the popula-
tion has received at least one dose. —                                                             
AsiaNews/Agencies

A police officer inspects the travel documents of a passenger on a bus in Kuala 
Lumpur at a roadblock during the nationwide lockdown. (Asianews photo)

Rosary recited from Nashik shrine to end the pandemic
MUMBAI: At the Shrine of the 
Child Jesus in Nashik, in the Indian 
state of Maharashtra, the Rosary 
prayer was recited to “heal our be-
loved world”.

The initiative, part of Pope Fran-
cis’ May prayer marathon to end 
the pandemic, was streamed live 
on the shrine’s YouTube channel.

Nashik usually brings together 
people of all faiths, and many mira-
cles and graces have been obtained 
by those who invoked the Divine 
Child.

The shrine’s chaplain, Jesuit Fr 
Errol Fernandes, in his social me-
dia message invited everyone to 

join them virtually in praying the 
Rosary for the healing of the world.

“It is the Feast of the Visitation 
of Mary to Elizabeth to  share the 
Good News that, she (Mary) was to 
be the mother of Jesus.

“We pray that Mary will share 
with us the Good News that 
through her intercession, our world 
is being healed and restored to 
goodness and ‘Godness’.”

Believers were invited to send 
petitions, comments and prayers 
in the chat section of the YouTube 
channel. “Rest assured that Our 
Blessed Mother will always inter-
cede,” adds Fr Fernandes.

Fr Errol served as vice principal 
of Mumbai’s prestigious St. Xavi-
er’s College. During the pandem-
ic he held several webinars, and 
also followed COVID-19 patients 
virtually.

Recently, he administered virtu-
ally the Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation and the Last Sacraments to 
a patient who was on a ventilator.

The latter died the next day 
but was at peace and so was his 
family, who were grateful that 
their loved one was not alone at 
the time of his death from COV-
ID-19. — By Nirmala Carvalho, 
AsiaNews
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Shrine of the Child Jesus in Nashik, Maharashtra.

SEOUL: The Archdiocese of 
Seoul recently decided to donate 
US$200,000 in emergency aid 
which will be delivered to Cardinal 
Philippe Nakellentuba Ouédraogo, 
Archbishop of Ouagadougou in 
Burkina Faso, as the country is go-
ing through difficult times caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Burkina Faso is facing acute 
food and nutrition insecurity re-
sulting from climate change. The 
country is also struggling to con-
tain the spread of jihadists linked 
to al-Qaida and the Islamic State 
who have killed thousands and dis-
placed more than a million people 
recently. According to UNICEF, 
growing insecurity coupled with 
the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak 
has already exacerbated chronic 
vulnerabilities in the region, hav-
ing a devastating impact on chil-
dren’s survival, education, protec-
tion and development. 

Fr Matthias Young-yup Hur, 
spokesperson for the Archdiocese 
of Seoul, remarks: “Cardinal An-
drew Yeom expressed his gratitude 
to people who have made dona-
tions to charity in honour of the 
late Cardinal Nicholas Cheong 
Jin-suk, who donated his organs 
and corneas. At the same time, 

Cardinal Yeom is trying to lend a 
helping hand to those in need, not 
only within the country but also 
around the world.

The fraternal solidarity between 
the Archdioceses of Seoul and 
Ouagadougou began to strengthen 
when Cardinal Yeom visited Bur-
kina Faso in February 2018 after 
having heard about the difficult 
situation of the country. During 
the visit, the Archdiocese of Seoul 
inked a pact with Burkina Faso to 
enhance cooperation in evangeli-
sation with an aim of promoting 
sustainable development in medi-
cation and education and helping 
with the financial situation of Bur-
kina Faso.

The Archdiocese of Seoul has 
been supporting various opera-
tions within the Archdiocese of 
Ouagadougou for the past three 
years and has provided support 
on priestly formation as well by 
inviting Ouagadougo seminarians 
to study in the Seoul Theological 
Seminary. Medical support has 
also begun in collaboration be-
tween Seoul’s St Mary’s Hospital 
and Ouagadougo’s Paul VI Hospi-
tal by transporting patients and ed-
ucating the medical team. In addi-
tion, the contract between the two 

Archdioceses has been extended 
for another three years until Febru-
ary 2024. 

The Archdiocese of Seoul and 
the Archdiocese of Ouagadou-
gou have always shared a special 
bond. Cardinal Yeom and Cardi-
nal Ouédraogo were elevated to 
cardinal by Pope Francis on the 
same day in February 2014. Then, 
Cardinal Ouédraogo was invited 
to Korea during the apostolic jour-
ney of Pope Francis’ to Korea and 
Bishop Job Yo-bi Koo’s installa-
tion in 2017.

Meanwhile, the Archdiocese of 
Seoul has been sending emergency 
relief funds and basic necessities 
to many countries, including El 
Salvador and Indonesia, which 
suffered from economic hardship. 

In March this year, the Archdio-
cese also donated US$50,000 in 

emergency aid to Myanmar. — 
Archdiocese of Seoul 

Convention of Missionary Cooperation between the Archdioceses of Seoul and Ouagadougou.

Cardinal Andrew Yeom Soo-jung consecrating the new ambulance donated 
to Ouagadougou.

The Archdiocese of Seoul in solidarity with Catholic Churches 
around the world
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DEMOSO, Myanmar: Thousands 
more Catholic villagers have been 
forced to flee their homes as Myan-
mar’s military escalates airstrikes, 
helicopter attacks and artillery 
shelling in violence-hit Kayah state.

The military stepped up its offen-
sive against the Karenni People’s 
Defence Forces in Demoso and 
nearby villages on May 31.

The hostilities prompted thou-
sands of people, including Catho-
lic villagers, to flee into the jungle 
and relatives’ homes, according to 
Church officials.

Priests and nuns from at least 
seven parishes including Demoso 
have already fled, along with pa-
rishioners due to increased fighting 
in the region.

Loikaw Diocese has established 
a response committee to help pro-
vide humanitarian assistance to in-
ternally displaced persons (IDPs).

Over 600 people — including the 
elderly, pregnant women, children 
and women who recently gave birth 
— have taken refuge in the com-
pound of Christ the King Cathedral 
in Loikaw, capital of Kayah state.

Fr Aloysius Thet Htwe Aung, 
director of Karuna (Caritas) Loi-
kaw, said the number of IDPs has 
increased due to the recent hostili-
ties and the Church is trying hard to 
dispense humanitarian aid to most 
of the displaced people.

“There is an urgent need for 
proper shelter, medicines and 
drinking water as the rainy season 

has started and some people, in-
cluding children, have become ill,” 
said Fr Aung.

The priest said several areas 
where IDPs have taken refuge can-
not be reached by humanitarian 
groups due to the hostilities.

He said the situation remains 
volatile and at least three artillery 
attacks by the military were heard 

from the Church’s centre in Loikaw 
on June 2 morning.

Between 85,000 and 100,000 
people are estimated to have been 
displaced by fighting between the 
military and the Karenni Army as 
well as the Karenni People’s De-
fence Forces in Kayah state, ac-
cording to a UN report on June 1.

The report said fighting in the 

area continues to escalate, with 
airstrikes and indiscriminate shell-
ing reported. The majority of the 
displaced people are concentrated 
in Demoso, Hpruso and Loikaw 
townships in Kayah state and 
Hsiseng and Pekhon townships in 
southern Shan state.

“The humanitarian impact of 
hostilities in the region remains 
severe, with people displaced and 
those who remain in areas affected 
across the south eastern parts of 
the country in urgent need of food, 
shelter, medicine, water and sanita-
tion services,” the UN said.

Over 50,000 people have been 
displaced in Kayin and Bago re-
gions, more than 10,000 in Chin 
state and at least 10,000 in Kachin 
state, it added.

Fighting between the military and 
ethnic armed groups and local re-
sistance groups has been escalating 
in Karen, Kachin, Chin and Kayah 
states — largely Christian regions 
— following the brutal crackdown 
against anti-coup protesters by the 
military that has led to more than 
840 deaths. — ucanews.com

More Catholic villagers flee as 
fighting escalates in Myanmar

BEIJING: A Nanjing (Jiangsu) 
court sentenced a well-known 
blogger to eight months in prison 
on June 1 for having “defamed the 
martyrs” of the border conflict that 
broke out with India last summer.

Qiu Ziming is guilty of doubt-
ing the death toll among Chinese 
soldiers: the authorities declared 
that four soldiers had been killed.

On June 15, 2020, Indian and 
Chinese troops clashed in the 
Galwan valley, between Indian 
Ladakh and Chinese Aksai Chin, 
along the Himalayan border: 20 
Indian soldiers died in the con-
flict. Unconfirmed sources initial-
ly spoke of 45 Chinese victims. 
Beijing admitted the loss of four 
soldiers only in February. The two 
countries share a 3,488 km border 
in the rugged Himalayan region, 
over which they fought a brief but 
bloody conflict in 1962.

With more than 2.5 million fol-
lowers, Qiu is a star of Weibo, 
China’s Twitter. He is the first 
citizen to be jailed under a new 
provision of the Criminal Code. 
It punishes those who slander the 
nation’s “heroes and martyrs”, 

especially those celebrated in the 
history of the Chinese Communist 
Party. Five other internet users are 
under arrest for attacking the gov-
ernment over the management of 
border skirmishes with India.

On May 27, the UAE authori-
ties released a young Chinese dis-
sident wanted by Beijing on the 
same charge of defamation. Wang 
Jingyu was arrested in April by 
Dubai police at the city airport: 
he was travelling from Turkey — 
where he had sought refuge — to 
reach the United States. Wang said 
local policemen and Chinese dip-
lomats pressured him to agree to 
sign a document for his extradition 
to China. — AsiaNews / Agencies

In prison for seeking the truth 
about the conflict with India

People shelter in the jungle near Demoso, Kayah state, after they fled fighting between the Myanmar military and the 
Karenni People’s Defence Forces on June 1, 2021. (UCA News photo)

JAKARTA: More than 70 years 
after they arrived in Indonesia, the 
memory of the missionaries of the 
Order of St Augustine (Augustin-
ian nuns) remains alive in the Dio-
cese of Ketapang.

Present in the area from 1949 
to 2003, their story is at the heart 
of Mathias Hariyadi and his co-
author Royani Ping’s new book: 
Jalan Berlumpur, Sungai Beriam:  
OSA Membangun Ketapang (The 
Muddy Road, the Clear-Water Riv-
ers: The Order of St Augustine and 
the Development of Ketapang).

The Diocese of Ketapang is in 
West Kalimantan, a province in 
the Indonesian part of Kaliman-
tan Island (Borneo), and can be 
reached only during the rainy sea-
son, when river levels rise, allow-
ing  navigation with motor boats.

During the dry season, short 
paved roads dot the landscape, 
while muddy trails are littered 
with rocks and crocodiles.

If the area is still inaccessible 
today, imagine how it was in 1949 
when the first group of Augustin-
ian nuns arrived in Ketapang from 
the Netherlands, three years after 
three Dutch missionaries from the 
Congregation of the Passion of Je-
sus Christ (Passionists) set up the 
first Catholic mission.

Two of them, Frs Raphael 
Kleyne and Caspar Ridder van der 
Schueren, died in 1952 due to the 
difficult conditions in the region.

One day, their boat was stranded 
in the Pesaguhan River because 
of the rocky bottom, with the en-
gine not working, when the boat 
overturned and floated away down 
the river. Only the Dutch nurse 
who was with them managed to 

survive, thanks to a tree trunk in 
which her hair had become entan-
gled.

This was a blow to the mission. 
Fr Raphael Kleyne led it, and Fr 
Van der Schueren delivered clean 
water by boat every afternoon to 
the missionary nuns.

This and other stories are de-
scribed in the book, which is the 
product of meticulous research in 
the archives of the congregation of 
the Augustinian nuns as well as in-
terviews with the members of the 
mission.

Reading the book, we discover 
that the first seeds of Christianity 
came to the region thanks to three 
cloth merchants from the Shantou 
region in mainland China.

One of them, Tan A Hak, trav-
elled daily to remote areas in Keta-
pang and reported to the Apostolic 
Vicar of Dutch Borneo that some 
indigenous groups were interested 
in Christianity.

In 1955, the first vocational 
course was introduced, with the 
first four ethnic Dayak novices.

In 2003, having reached an ad-
vanced age, the Dutch missionar-
ies of the Order of St Augustine 
returned to their convent in Heem-
stede (Netherlands).

Sr Dionee Appelman, 80, was 
the last Sister to leave for Indo-
nesia in 1979, and the last one to 
return to her country of origin.

“We were getting older and we 
didn’t want to bother our Indone-
sian Sisters to take care of us,” she 
said. “Hence, we left the mission 
to retire to our own country with-
out bothering others in Indonesia.”

Some 21 Dutch nuns were in-
volved in the ministry in the Dio-
cese of Ketapang over this period 
of time, improving healthcare and 
education. Even after all these 
years, their precious contribution 
continues to be maintained by the 
local Church. — AsiaNews

Ketapang remembers the Augustinian nuns

Dutch nuns were involved in the ministry in improving the healthcare and 
education in the Diocese of Ketapang.

In this image taken from video footage, Indian and Chinese troops face off in 
the Galwan Valley in 2020.

Qiu Ziming
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New government heralds the end 
of the Netanyahu era
JERUSALEM:  The era of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has 
reached an end — perhaps forever 
— after a political and institutional 
domination that has lasted almost 12 
years.

The new executive was born last 
night just hours before the deadline 
of the Yair Lapid exploratory man-
date. It will be formed by diverse 
parties ranging from the right-wing 
to centrists, passing through the Ar-
ab-Israelis of Raam, an absolute first 
in the government.

In the afternoon the Knesset, the 
Israeli parliament, had elected for-
mer labour leader Isaac Herzog with 
87 votes out of 120 as the next presi-
dent, beating Miriam Peretz who 
got 26 votes. The 60-year-old son of 
Chaim Herzog, president from 1983 
to 1993, will take over from Reuven 
Rivlin whose term will expire on 9 
July.

In the first phase, the next execu-

tive will be led by right-wing mem-
ber Naftali Bennett, head of the 
Yamina party, which is supported by 
a coalition made up of eight different 
formations. The agreement provides 
for a rotation regime which, in the 
second part of the legislature starting 
from August 27, 2023, will entrust 
the role of prime minister to the cen-
trist exponent Yair Lapid of the Yesh 
Atid party.

However, the coalition has yet to 
pass the formal process of moving 
to Parliament, where it must obtain 
a majority of at least 61 deputies to 
be sworn in to government. If it does 
not reach the necessary votes (to date 
the combined power of the parties 
is at the minimum threshold in the 
Knesset), the most probable scenario 
appears to be that of the fifth elec-
toral round in two years.

In a note, Lapid announced that he 
had informed President Rivlin of the 
agreement: “I pledge that this gov-

ernment will work in the service of 
all Israeli citizens, those who voted 
for it and those who did not. It will 
respect its opponents and do every-
thing in its power to unite and con-
nect all parts of Israeli society.”

To seal the agreement, an im-
age that has circulated a lot in these 
hours on the net and on social media, 
showing Lapid, Bennet and the lead-
er of the Arab-Israeli party Mansour 
Abbas signing the government pact, 
an event deemed unthinkable until a 
few weeks ago.

Abbas told reporters: “The deci-
sion was hard and there were several 
disputes but it was important to reach 
an agreement.” He said that there 
were “many things in this agreement 
for the benefit of Arab society”.

The ruling coalition of broad un-
derstandings (and precarious balanc-
es) put together by Lapid includes 
eight parties: the centrists of Yesh 
Atid and Benny Gantz’s Blue and 

White, with the Labour and radical 
left of Meretz, together with the na-
tionalist right-wing parties. Yisrael 
Beiteinu, New Hope and Yamina. 
For the first time, an Arab-Israeli 
party — Raam’s Islamist conserva-
tives — officially participates in the 
formation of an executive of the Jew-
ish state.

The finalisation of the government 
agreement took place June 2 after a 
long day of negotiations that took 
place in a hotel near Tel Aviv, during 
which various issues were discussed: 

from the legalisation of cannabis to 
fines for illegal construction, to the 
rotation of top posts in the judicial 
system.

According to the Israeli media, 
several issues remain unresolved 
and not all the elements have been 
defined, which is why there remain 
(not a few) doubts about the ability 
of the coalition to obtain the vote 
of confidence in Parliament, which 
for President Rivlin must take place 
as soon as possible. —  AsiaNews / 
Agencies

A coalition government has been agreed to in Israel aimed at ending PM 
Netanyahu’s 12-year rule. (Asianews photo)

Pope Francis and President Biden may meet on June 15
VATICAN: According to sources in 
the Vatican’s Apostolic Palace, the 
first meeting between Pope Francis 
and US President Joe Biden might 
take place on June 15. 

President Biden might travel to 
Rome for a meeting with Pope Fran-
cis before immediately flying to Ge-
neva for his scheduled summit with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
on June 16, according to the source. 
Although the meeting has not been 
confirmed, another source from the 
Vatican Secretary of State said that 
the meeting “is likely to occur.”

President Biden is currently sched-
uled to be in Europe for the NATO 
summit, which will take place in 
Brussels on June 14. According to 
a June 3 White House statement, 
he is scheduled to participate in the 
US-EU summit on June 15, and will 
meet with leaders of Belgium.

Several days after Biden’s elec-
tion to the presidency, Biden and 
Pope Francis had a phone conversa-
tion. The circumstances of the call 
were unique, as popes generally do 
not communicate directly with the 
president-elect but rather send of-

ficial greetings once new presidents 
are installed.

If confirmed, the meeting – tech-
nically speaking, a papal audience 
– will occur while Biden has yet to 
appoint a new ambassador to the 
Holy See.

President Biden is scheduled to 
travel to Europe in June to participate 
in several international summits in 
the United Kingdom, Belgium, and 
Switzerland. 

He will meet with British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson on June 10 
before attending the G7 summit and 
meeting leaders of major industri-
alised nations. He and his wife are 
scheduled to meet with Queen Eliza-
beth II on June 13.

On June 14, Biden is scheduled 
to participate in the NATO summit 
in Brussels, and meet with Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Later in the week, the US Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops will gather 
virtually for their spring plenary ses-
sion from June 16-18; at the meeting, 
the bishops are expected to deliber-
ate and vote on the process of draft-
ing a document regarding Eucharis-

tic coherence. 
A proposed outline for the docu-

ment includes a section on “Eucha-
ristic consistency,” described as, 
“The nature of eucharistic commun-
ion and the problem of serious sin.”

The topic of Communion for 
Catholic politicians who support per-
missive laws on evils such as abor-
tion and euthanasia has grown more 
salient since Biden’s election to the 
presidency; he is only the second 
Catholic US president, and supports 
taxpayer-funded abortion.

Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago 
and other bishops recently sought 
to delay the discussion on Eucha-
ristic coherence, but the president 
of the US Bishops’ Conference, 
Arch-bishop Jose Gomez of Los 
Angeles, has said the discussion will 
proceed as planned. — By Andrea                            
Gagliarducci, CNA

Pope Francis believed to be preparing 
restrictions for the traditional Mass
VATICAN: The Congregation for 
the Divine Worship might soon issue 
a document modifying some of the 
provisions of Benedict XVI’s motu 
proprio Summorum Pontificum. 

Rumours about possible restric-
tions imposed on Summorum Pon-
tificum spread after the Pope had a 
closed-door Q&A with the members 
of the Italian Bishops Conference 
gathered in Rome for their annual 
plenary assembly.

Speaking with the bishops, the 
Pope indeed hinted at new regula-
tions about the celebrations of the 
Mass in the extraordinary form, al-
though he did not go into details. 

According to the sources, the Pope 
did say that a third draft of the docu-
ment is currently under study. 

With Summorum Pontificum, Ben-
edict XVI universally liberalised the 
celebration of the Mass according to 
the Missal of St John XXIII. 

In the letter to the bishops ac-
companying the motu proprio to all 
bishops in 2007, Benedict XVI es-
tablished that “in the history of the 
liturgy there is growth and progress, 
but no rupture. What earlier genera-
tions held as sacred, remains sacred 
for us too, and it cannot be all of a 
sudden entirely forbidden or even 
considered harmful.”

He added, “I would like to draw 
attention to the fact that this Missal 
[that of 1962] was never juridically 
abrogated and, consequently, in prin-
ciple, was always permitted.”

The modifications to Summorum 
Pontificum would restore the need to 
get consent from the local bishop to 
celebrate it. The source said that this 
and other possible changes “have 
been requested by some local bish-
ops, complaining about the need 
to better regulate the conditions for 
celebrating the Mass in the Ancient 
Rite.”

The source said that the most com-
mon complaint is that “sometimes, 
the group of people request-ing the 
Vetus Ordo is tiny, and adding such 
celebration and keeping the church 
open for such small numbers of 
people can be troublesome in dio-
ceses with priest shortages.” — By           
Andrea Gagliarducci, CNA

Clash of generations over 
COVID-19 vaccine shortages
MUMBAI: Hard hit by the pan-
demic, India is finally starting to see 
a decline in the death toll; however, 
the vaccination campaign is not 
making any progress.

According to the latest official 
data, 134,154 new cases were re-
ported in the past 24 hours, a num-
ber much lower than the more than 
300,000 daily cases reported just a 
few days ago. The death toll is still 
high (2,887 on June 2) but is declin-
ing.

This trend is only partially the re-
sult of the government’s vaccination 
campaign, which is still too slow 
compared to what is needed. At pre-
sent, about 221 million people have 
been vaccinated, around a sixth of 
the population.

Among people 60 and over, who 
top the Indian government’s prior-
ity list, only 43.7 per cent have been 
vaccinated since the campaign start-

ed four months ago.
The problem is the lack of vac-

cines. Only 2.5 million doses can be 
administered daily because of short-
ages.

The Modi government’s decision 
to delegate vaccinations of those 
under 45 to individual Indian states 
and private healthcare providers is 
also creating tensions.

Such a policy has reduced ac-
cess to vaccines for younger peo-
ple and those who cannot pay for 
the drug out of their own pocket. 
This is especially worrisome since 
COVID-19 is raging in younger age 
groups.

Against this background, the 
Delhi High Court has publicly chal-
lenged the central government poli-
cy of giving priority to seniors who, 
in its view, have already “lived their 
lives”. — By Nirmala Carvalho, 
AsiaNews

Pope Francis and US Vice President Joe Biden at the International Conference 
on Regenerative Medicine in Vatican on April 29, 2016. (Vatican Media)

(CNA photo/Daniel Ibanez)
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Pope Francis met climate activist Michael Haddad during his 
General Audience June 2 with pilgrims in the Vatican’s San 

Damaso Courtyard.
Michael has been paralysed from the waist down since he 

was six years-old after a jet ski accident. Yet, he hasn’t let that 
event affect his drive to live life to the fullest.

Born in Lebanon, Michael went on to become a professional 
athlete and, since 2016, he has been a Regional Goodwill Am-
bassador for Climate Action of the UN’s Development Pro-
gramme.

Recovering from his spinal injury was very challenging. 
Thanks to medical advances and new technology he is now 
able to ski and free-climb mountains, and holds three world re-
cords. Michael says his faith helps him not only to be at peace 
(Let Your Disability Be Your Strength, is his motto), but has led 
him to become a motivational speaker and an example for many 
people who face similar difficulties.

He said: “As a person for whom it is impossible to walk or 
even stand unassisted, or even sit down unassisted, I decided to 
explore my potential. And I discovered that nothing is impos-
sible. It needs two things: Faith and determination. So, faith is 
belief in ourselves, belief in a Creator and the belief that, inside 
us there is unlimited power to go beyond. And determination is 
that nothing comes easy. We have to make this choice, be deter-
mined and move forward.”

Michael is able to move and walk with the help of an exoskel-
eton-specially developed by a team of engineers, doctors and 
researchers-which provides stability for his torso, shoulders and 
arms. The Exoskeleton enables him to move forward and walk 
one step at a time. Getting up from the wheelchair, especially 
after long periods of sitting, is extremely taxing, but Michael 
does not give up.

He said: “Smiling, that’s also a mission. It is an expression of 
the happiness I carry inside. One of the purposes in life is to be 
happy; Jesus told us to turn fear into joy.”

“I’m Christian. I believe in Jesus Christ,” he said, affirming 
that faith has helped him in every battle. Michael has climbed 
mountains and crossed deserts. He has also participated in two 
marathons: one in Cairo, the other in Beirut, to raise funds for 
the reconstruction of a hospital devastated by the explosion at 
the port in August 2020.

Michael’s faith is also assisting him in what he calls his “great 
mission” — to draw the world’s attention to environmental is-
sues.

He is planning to walk 100 kilometres to the North Pole. After 
some delay because of the pandemic, the mission is now sched-
uled for February or March 2022.

Michael said: “I decided to walk because earth is sitting in a 
wheelchair. We have to unite to save ourselves, to save our plan-
et and I am doing it under one banner. With the UN we stand 
united together all over the world to make this change. And we 
have to do it now... I’m working with a great science team and 
have been considered one of the few people in the world who 
can do something like this in my condition. So, everything we 
are planning before, during and after this walk will contribute to 
scientific research to help other people walk again through new 
technology.”

As he sat in the front row at the General Audience in the Vati-
can's San Damaso Courtyard on Wednesday, accompanied by 
Theresa Panuccio, official representative of the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP), Michael told the Pope about 
his goal, and asked him for a blessing for his mission in the 
Arctic.

“When I told the Holy Father my story, he rested his hand on 
my head. I told him that we try to bring a message of humanity, 
to support the earth and the environment. He blessed me, and I 
said, ‘Father, please pray for me.’ He replied, ‘You pray for me 
at the North Pole.’ I can’t get that phrase out of my head. It gives 
me strength and so much food for thought. — Vatican News

The earth is sitting 
in a wheelchair!

The Higher Committee for Human 
Fraternity hosted the webinar on 
A Moment of Human Fraternity: 

The impact of Pope Francis’ historic 
Iraq visit on Thursday, June 3.

The event brought together religious 
and civic leaders from throughout the 
Middle East to share their insights on 
the significance of the Pope’s Apos-
tolic Journey to Iraq. They offered their 
thoughts on the next steps in rebuilding 
Iraq, and on how the country can pro-
mote stabilisation, reconciliation and 
hope for a better future.

A wonderful mosaic for human 
coexistence
The Secretary-General of the Higher 
Committee, Judge Mohamed Abdel-
salam, opened the webinar, explaining, 
“We are gathered here today to think to-
gether about how we can celebrate this 
visit of the Pope and help our brethren in 
beloved Iraq, a country that constitutes 
a beautiful social fabric and a wonderful 
mosaic for human coexistence.”

This beautiful picture, however, has 
been marred by wars, conflicts and ter-
rorism, which have “left a great wound 
in the body of Iraq.”

The struggles of Iraq “moved the 
Holy Father, who could not see the tears 
of this people without wanting to wipe 
them away.”

Judge Abdelsalam assured partici-
pants that the Higher Committee would 
“do its best to build on this historic 
visit of the Holy Father,” adding that he 
hoped that the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar 

would also be able to visit Iraq, in order 
“to complete the picture of Human Fra-
ternity.”

We are all brothers
Among the keynote speakers at the 
webinar was Cardinal Luis Raphaël 
I Sako, the Patriarch of Babylon and 
head of the Chaldean Catholic Church. 
He expressed his hope that participants 
would “reach a vision and a work plan 
to implement what the Pope indicated in 
his speeches and meetings.”

Cardinal Sako explained that Pope 
Francis, coming to Iraq in the midst 
of conflicts, extremism, and the coro-
navirus pandemic, carried with him a 
“single influential message”: “We are 
all brothers in spite of our differences, 
we must respect our diversity and join 
hands to build a better society.”

The Patriarch noted that the Pope also 
pointed out that “the only way to walk 
the path of achieving peace, stability, 
freedom, and dignity for every human 
being is to restrain weapons.”

Recalling Pope 
Francis’ visit to Iraq

Pope Francis in Mosul during his Apostolic Journey to Iraq. (Vatican Media)
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— A Moment of Fraternity —

The President of the Pontifical Coun-
cil for Intereligious Dialogue, Car-

dinal Miguel Ángel Ayuso Guixot, said, 
“The entire trip to Iraq was significant. 
Every moment was marked by gestures 
and words that leave a mark.” Along 
with the signing of the Document on 
Human Fraternity in Abu Dhabi in 
2019, the Iraq visit was a “milestone in 
the path of interreligious dialogue.”

Echoing the Patriarch, Cardinal Ayuso 
said Pope Francis, “went to Iraq as a pas-
tor to tell Iraqis: You are all brothers.” 
This is not simply a “theoretical broth-
erhood,” Cardinal Ayuso explained. In-
stead, it is a call for everyone “to commit 
themselves ‘so that God’s dream may 
come true: that the human family may 
become hospitable and welcoming to-
ward all of its children, who, looking at 
the same sky, walk in peace on the same 
earth.’”

Cardinal Ayuso highlighted the Pope’s 
courtesy visit to Grand Ayatollah Sayyid 
Ali al-Husayni al-Sistani as a “truly im-
portant” contribution to building fraternity 
among Christians and Muslims.

Similarly, the prayer meeting on the 
Plains of Ur – the home of Abraham, the 
father of the three great monotheistic re-
ligions – “was an opportunity to pray to-
gether with believers from other religious 
traditions … in order to rediscover the rea-
son for coexistence between brothers, so 

as to rebuild a social fabric beyond factions 
and ethnicities, and to send a message to 
the Middle East and to the entire world.” 
In Ur, he continued, the Pope explained 
that “true religiosity” is that which “wor-
ships God and loves one’s neighbour.”

Rebuilding Iraq
Thursday’s webinar also included the As-
sistant Director-General of UNESCO, 
Ernesto Ottone Ramirez who, along 
with Dominican Father Olivier Poquil-
lon, highlighted UNESCO’s “Revive the 
Spirit of Mosul” initiative.

Culture ministers from Iraq and the 
UAE emphasised the common chal-
lenges facing the peoples of the region. 
Representatives of Iraq’s Islamic com-
munity – Dr Sayyed Jawad Al-Khoei, the 
co-founder of the Iraqi Council for Inter-
faith Dialogue, and Sheikh Abdel-Wahab 
Taha Al-Sammerai, Imam of Abu Hanifa 
mosque in Baghad – also spoke at the 
event. — By Christopher Wells, Vatican 
News

A milestone for interreligious dialogue

Christian and Muslim leaders came together on June 3rd for a 
webinar to share their insights on the Pope’s historic visit to Iraq at 
the beginning of March.

Pope Francis prays Iraq’s religious leaders. (Vatican Media)

Climate activist Michael 
Haddad brought two gifts 

for Pope Francis. The first 
was the branch of a cedar tree, 
a symbol of his homeland, 
Lebanon, a country which 
Pope St John Paul II called “a 
message.”

“The Lebanese cedar tree is 
an everlasting tree. It is men-
tioned several times in the 
Bible, and it is called the cedar of God,” 

explained Michael.
He also gave the Pope a 

photo of a church nestled in 
one of the oldest cedar for-
ests in the world.

“The cedar connected 
the Earth 10,000 years ago. 
With its wood, ships were 
made and the connections 
went all over the world. 
Without a healthy planet 

there is no healthy human.”

The cedar connected the Earth 10,000 years ago
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The recent arrest of a Vatican-approved 
bishop, priests and seminarians in north-
central China came as a shocking devel-

opment, if not a surprising one, as religious 
persecution in the Communist-led country has 
continued to intensify under President Xi Jin-
ping.

Police arrested Bishop Joseph Zhang 
Weizhu of Xinxiang May 21, a day after au-
thorities detained seven priests and an unspeci-
fied number of seminarians. They are accused 
of violating new regulations governing reli-
gious affairs.

The bishop and the priests drew the ire of 
authorities by using an abandoned factory as a 
seminary for the formation of priests.

They are charged with breaching new rules, 
implemented in May, which require all cler-
gy to register with the state in order to serve 
Catholics while asking Catholics to elect their 
bishops democratically.

The rules also make it illegal to perform re-
ligious activities, including worship, in places 
not registered or controlled by the State.

The arrests sparked condemnation from 
Christian and rights groups.

Mervyn Thomas, founding president of 
London-based Christian Solidarity World-
wide, said the new regulations on religious 
affairs are tools for oppressing religious com-
munities, especially Christians.

“These arrests ... appear to confirm fears that 

restrictions on religious communities will con-
tinue to tighten,” Thomas said. “We call for the 
immediate and unconditional release of these 
Christians and all those detained across China 
on account of their religion or beliefs. We also 
encourage the international community to 
raise this and other cases of arbitrary detention 
and harassment of religious leaders.”

The organisation also noted that prominent 
Christian leaders such as Zhang Chunlei of 

the Love Reformed Church and the Rev Yang 
Hua of the Living Stone Church in Guiyang 
were harassed and assaulted before being ar-
rested.

Local authorities closed the Living Stone 
Church in 2016 and the Love Reformed 
Church in 2018. The leaders were detained 
after being accused of fraud and illegally run-
ning unauthorised organisations.

Yang was beaten so badly by a local leader 

of the Chinese Communist Party in a Guiyang 
police station that he had to be hospitalized.

Zhang has faced the ire of authorities for 
decades. China has never recognised Xinxiang 
as a diocese since it was erected by the Vatican 
in 1936. Ordained secretly in 1991, Bishop 
Joseph Zhang was not approved by the state-
aligned Bishops’ Conference of the Catholic 
Church in China and Chinese Catholic Patri-
otic Association.

The bishop has been pressured by the State 
for years largely because of his allegiance to 
the Pope and refusal to join the state-aligned 
open Church. He has been arrested several 
times. The diocese has been in the custody of 
a government-appointed administrator since 
2010.

The whereabouts of Joseph Zhang, the 
priests and the seminarians are unknown.

There are rising fears among China watch-
ers that the Communist regime has been mov-
ing more quickly to crush religious groups, in-
cluding Catholic and Protestant churches that 
it deems illegal and a threat to party rule.

The Christian Post reported in May that 
Chinese authorities have been removing Bible 
apps and Christian WeChat public accounts. 
International Christian Concern reported that 
printed Bibles are no longer available for sale 
online, adding that Bible apps can only be 
downloaded in China with the use of a virtual 
private network.

Fears rise over China’s growing 
crackdown on Christian religious leaders

A file photo of Catholic worshippers attending Mass in Beijing. (UCA News photo/Greg Baker)

HONG KONG: Although they face up to five 
years in prison, some Hong Kongers are ready 
to defy a police ban against the Tiananmen 
massacre vigil Friday, 4 June, at Victoria Park.

Porson Chan, a project officer for the Jus-
tice and Peace Commission of the Hong Kong 
Catholic Diocese said, “We believe that cel-
ebrating a Catholic Mass is a religious activity 
protected by our basic law.” He said this refer-
ring to the set of laws informally known as the 
“mini-Constitution” under which the city is run.

Chan said seven Catholic churches across 
Hong Kong will hold a memorial Mass on June 
4 at 8 p.m., when the commemoration in Victo-
ria Park was held every year since 1990, as part 
of the normal functions of a church allowed by 
law.

Last week, Hong Kong police issue an order 
forbidding the traditional memorial vigil. As in 
2020, COVID-19 and related restrictions were 
cited as the reason for the prohibition.

On June 4, 1989, thousands of Chinese stu-

dents and ordinary citizens were massacred in 
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square for demanding 
freedom and democracy in the country.

Until 2019, the Hong Kong Alliance in Sup-
port of Patriotic Democratic Movements of 
China organised an annual commemorative 
vigil.

Now the group is the target of pro-Beijing 
groups in Hong Kong, which are calling for its 
ban as a “subversive” entity; three of its leading 
figures, Lee Cheuk-yan, Albert Ho and Richard 
Tsoi, are either in prison or with a suspended 
sentence hanging over them for taking part in 
anti-government demonstrations.

This year, the Alliance is not asking the 
people of the former British colony to give up 
demonstrating, but is urging them to be careful, 
given the possible legal consequences of violat-
ing the ban.

As Albert Ho suggested, activists should 
light candles or turn on the torch on their 
smartphones at home or in a place other 

than Victoria Park.
Hong Kong’s chief executive, Carrie Lam, 

refused to answer questions this morning about 
the ban of the Tiananmen vigil.

Local reporters pointed out that anti-coro-
navirus measures did not prevent other recent 
public events, such as flower and arts fairs.

According to critics, COVID-19 prevention 
is an excuse used by the authorities to repress 
the pro-democracy movement.

The most common slogan associated with 

the vigil is “End one-party rule”, a reference to 
the Chinese Communist Party.

Meanwhile, in mainland China, the authori-
ties have forced a number of pro-democracy 
activists and dissidents to leave Beijing and not 
speak to the press.

The gag order goes into effect every year as 
the anniversary of Tiananmen approaches.

Restrictive measures have already been tak-
en against Zha Jianguo, Tan Zuoren, Ji Feng, 
and Yang Shaozheng. — AsiaNews

Hong Kongers to defy ban against 
Tiananmen massacre memorial

Activists hold a candlelit vigil in Victoria Park in Hong Kong on June 4, 2020. (AsiaNews photo)

In April, Washington-based Radio Free Asia 
published a report that said Chinese authori-

ties were detaining Christians in secretive, 
mobile “transformation” facilities to make 
them renounce their faith.

The report quoted the testimony of “Li Yu-
see”, a pseudonym for a member of a Chris-
tian “house church” in Sichuan province. Li 
said he was held in a secret facility run by the 
United Front Work Department of the Chinese 
Communist Party in collaboration with the se-
cret police after a 2018 raid on his church.

“It was a mobile facility that could just 
set up in some basement somewhere. It was 
staffed by people from several different gov-
ernment departments,” Li said, adding that it 
had its own political and legal affairs commit-
tee working group and mainly targeted Chris-

tians who are members of house churches.
Li said he was detained in a windowless 

room for nearly 10 months, during which time 
he was beaten, verbally abused and “mentally 
tortured” by staff.

The chilling account resembles the de-
tention and persecution of ethnic Uyghurs 
Muslims and other banned religious and cult 
groups such as Falun Gong and the Church of 
Almighty God.

China’s repressive policies and actions 
against religious groups have been document-
ed by global watchdogs.

On Jan 13, the US-based Christian group 
Open Doors published a “World Watch List” 
that assessed 50 countries where Christians 
face the most severe forms of persecution. It 
listed China, at number 17, among the top 20 

countries because of a widespread crackdown 
on Christians and other religious minorities.

“The policy of ‘Sinicizing’ the Church has 
been implemented nationwide as the [Com-
munist party] limits whatever it perceives as 
a threat to its rule and ideology. Thousands 
of churches have been damaged or closed. In 
some parts of China, children under the age of 
18 aren’t allowed to attend church — part of 
the country’s efforts to stunt future growth,” 
Open Doors reported.

Sinicisation aims to impose strict rules on 
societies and institutions based on the core 
values of socialism, autonomy and supporting 
the Communist party leadership.

In its 2021 report, the US Commission on 
International Religious Freedom observed 
that China continues to persecute Christians 

and harass Catholic bishops despite the 2018 
Vatican-China agreement on bishop appoint-
ments.

Under the deal, which was renewed last 
year, the Vatican recognised eight bishops 
ordained by the State without papal mandate. 
However, China did not recognise a number of 
Vatican-approved bishops, including Zhang.

“Despite the Vatican-China agreement on 
bishop appointments, Chinese authorities 
continued to harass, detain and torture under-
ground Catholic bishops ... who refuse to join 
the state-backed Catholic association,” the 
report said. “They also harassed, detained, ar-
rested and imprisoned members of Protestant 
house churches who refuse to join the state-
sanctioned Three-Self Patriotic Movement.” 
— CNS

Persecution through sinicising the Church



Often, when listening to 
someone singing live or 
on television, I close my 

eyes to try to hear the song so as 
not to let the singer’s performance 
get in the way of the song. A song 
can be lost in its performance; in-
deed, the performance can take 
over so that the song is replaced 
by the singer.

When anyone is performing 
live, be it on a stage, in a class-
room, at a podium or in a pulpit, 
there will always be some combi-
nation of three things. The speak-
er will be trying to impress others 
with his talent; he will be trying 
to get a message across; and (con-
sciously or unconsciously) he 
will be trying to channel some-
thing true, good, and beautiful for 
its own sake. Metaphorically, he 
will be making love to himself, 
making love to the audience, and 
making love to the song.

It is the third component, mak-
ing love to the song, which makes 
for great art, great rhetoric, great 
teaching, and great preaching. 
Greatness sets itself apart here be-
cause what comes through is “the 
song” rather than the singer, the 
message rather than the messen-

ger, and the performer’s empathy 
rather than his ego. The audience 
then is drawn to the song rather 
than to the singer. Good singers 
draw people to the music rather 
than to themselves; good teachers 
draw students to truth and learn-
ing rather than to themselves; 
good artists draw people to beauty 
rather than to adulation, and good 
preachers draw their congrega-
tions to God rather than to praise 
of themselves.

Admittedly, this isn’t easy to 
do. We are all human, so is our 
audience. No audience respects 
you unless you do show some 
talent, creativity and intelligence. 
There’s always an unspoken pres-
sure on the singer, the speaker, 
the teacher, and the preacher, both 
from within and from without. 
From within: I don’t want to dis-
appoint! I don’t want to look bad! 
I need to stand out! I need to show 
them something special! From 
without, from the audience: What 
have you got! Show us something! 
Are you worth my attention? Are 
you bright? Are you boring? Only 
the most mature person can be 
free of these pressures. Thus, the 
song easily gets lost in the singer, 

the message in the messenger, the 
teaching in the teacher, and the 
message of God in the personality 
of the preacher.

As a teacher, preacher and writ-
er, I admit my own long struggle 
with this. When you first start 
teaching, you had better impress 
your students or you won’t have 
their attention or respect for long. 
The same with preaching. The 
congregation is always sizing you 
up, and you had better measure up 
or no one will be listening to you. 
Moreover, unless you have an 
exceptionally strong self-image, 
you will be a perennial prisoner 

of your own insecurities. Nobody 
wants to look bad, stupid, unin-
formed, or come across as tal-
entless. Everyone wants to look 
good. 

Moreover, not least, there is 
still your ego (and its power 
can never be underestimated). It 
wants to draw the attention and 
the admiration to itself rather than 
to what is true, good and beauti-
ful. There is always the tempta-
tion for the messenger to be more 
concerned about impressing oth-
ers than about having the message 
come through in purity and truth. 
The subtle, but powerful, tempta-
tion inside every singer, teacher, 
speaker, preacher or writer, is to 
draw people to themselves rather 
than to the truth and beauty they 
are trying to channel.

I struggle with this in every 
class I teach, every article or book 
I write, and every time I preside 
at liturgy. Nevertheless, I make no 
apologies for this. It is the innate 
struggle in all creative effort. Are 
we trying to draw people to our-
selves, or are we trying to draw 
them to truth, to beauty, to God?

When I teach a class, how 
much of my preparation and en-

ergy is motivated by a genuine 
concern for the students and how 
much is motivated by my need 
to look good, to impress, to have 
a reputation as a good teacher? 
When I write an article or a book, 
am I really trying to bring insight 
and understanding to others or 
am I thinking of my status as a 
writer? When I preside at Mass 
and preach is my real motiva-
tion to channel a sacred ritual in 
a manner that my own personal-
ity doesn’t get in the way? Is it to 
lead people into community with 
each other and to decrease myself 
so Christ can increase? 

There is no simple answer to 
those questions because there 
can’t be.  Our motivation is al-
ways less than fully pure. Moreo-
ver, we are not meant to be robots 
without personalities. Our unique 
personalities and talents were 
given by God precisely as gifts to 
be used for others. Still, there’s a 
clear warning sign. When the fo-
cus of the audience is more on our 
personalities than on the song, we 
are probably making love more to 
ourselves and our admirers than 
to the song. — By Fr Ron Rol-
heiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Losing the song in 
the singer
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Nuns producing Communion hosts adapt, 
as pandemic decimates industry

DENVER: A community of Ben-
edictine nuns known for inventing 
and distributing low-gluten Com-
munion hosts has seen their busi-
ness decimated by the pandemic, 
as the widespread suspension of 
public Masses last year led to a 
drop in demand for hosts nation-
wide. 

The Benedictine Sisters of Per-
petual Adoration in Clyde, Mis-
souri have produced Communion 
hosts — also called “altar breads” 
— since the early 20th century, as 
a means of sustaining their com-
munity.

Sr Ruth Starman, OSB, head 
of the abbey’s altar bread depart-
ment, said that their altar bread 

sales dropped significantly when 
the pandemic swept through the 
United States in the spring of 2020. 
Compared to a normal pre-pan-
demic year, the abbey’s business in 
2020 dropped by about 75 per cent. 

“Our sales basically went down 
to zero for a couple of months,” she 
said. “The sales for our presider 
breads remained somewhat steady; 
they did drop somewhat, but with 
only priests saying Mass, we were 
only able to sell some of those pre-
sider hosts,” she said.

Sr Ruth said the massive drop in 
demand led the abbey to lay off 13 
people in the altar bread produc-
tion department — mostly lay em-
ployees from the local community 

— last September. 
“That’s really a lot of people not 

able to go to Mass and receive the 
sacraments, which is really the im-
portant thing; our sales don’t really 
matter,” she said. 

“But it’s an indication of people 
not being able to partake in the sac-
raments."”

Last fall, the sisters’ business 
began to increase as parishes reo-
pened. Over the last few months, 
Sr Ruth said, orders for altar bread 
have increased as dioceses across 
the country are reinstating the Sun-
day Mass obligation.

Yet Sr Ruth said she would be 
surprised if their sales of altar 
bread ever reached pre-pandemic 
levels again. Some people might 
not return to Mass after the pan-
demic, and the pandemic could 
have accelerated the ongoing con-
solidation or closure of many par-
ishes across the country. 

As recently as the 1960s, hun-
dreds of religious orders nation-
wide were producing hosts as a 
means of supporting themselves. 
The sisters in Clyde were already 
running a school and a print shop 
when they branched off into altar 
bread production in 1910.  

“We were the largest religious 
producer of altar breads in the US,” 
Sr Ruth said, noting that in the late 
1990s and early 2000s, the com-
munity was producing as many as 

8 million hosts a month. 
“It fits so well with our char-

ism of adoration, that it really was 
a very difficult decision [to shut 
down production],” she said.

The sisters also developed the 
recipe for the Catholic Church’s 
first low-gluten hosts — a product 
they still produce and sell to this 
day. 

There is a common misconcep-
tion that priests and Catholics with 
an intolerance to gluten can use 
“gluten free” hosts, while in reality, 
the Vatican has, since 1995, man-
dated that Communion hosts must 
contain at least some gluten. 

As wheat bread is the matter of 
the sacrament, the Vatican stated 
in 2003 that low-gluten hosts are 
acceptable so long as “they con-
tain a sufficient amount of gluten 
to obtain the confection of bread 
without the addition of foreign ma-
terials and without the use of pro-
cedures that would alter the nature 
of bread.”

The typical recipe for a Com-
munion host includes only wheat, 
flour and water. The wheat used 
in low-gluten hosts has had most 
of the gluten — which holds the 
bread together — removed by a 
process of milling. As a result, the 
sisters’ first attempts at creating a 
low-gluten host were extremely 
difficult, and the hosts were too 
hard to actually eat. 

It took over ten years of experi-
mentation for the sisters to develop 
the right recipe. Sr Lynn D’Souza 
joined the effort in 1999, and put 
her degree in biochemistry to good 
use. 

Finally, the process benefitted 
from the help of the Holy Spirit. 

“We were done with an experi-
ment for the day, and kind of had 
a little batter left on the spoon, so 
we flicked it onto the waffle iron, 
and forgot about it and went and 
washed dishes,” Sr Jane Heshmey-
er, who works in the altar bread de-
partment, recalled. 

“We opened [the waffle iron] up 
and there was a lacy looking edible 
thing. So, we ate it right away and 
forgot how we got there, but the 
Holy Spirit helped us get back to 
that.”

The sisters had the hosts tested 
in a lab for their gluten content, 
and also asked several volunteers 
with celiac disease to eat the hosts 
and report any adverse effects. The 
scientists found that the hosts con-
tained just .001 per cent gluten, low 
enough to be safe for most people 
with celiac disease. 

The Vatican approved the sisters’ 
low-gluten bread for Commun-
ion in 2003. Before the pandemic, 
the sisters produced about 82,000 
individual low-gluten hosts per 
month, on average. — By Jonah               
McKeown, CNA

The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in Clyde, Missouri have produced 
Communion hosts since the early 20th century (CNA photo/Alexey Gotovsky)
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The beauty of marriage
VATICAN: The Pope Video has 
just been published with the inten-
tion that Francis is entrusting to the 
entire Catholic Church through the 
Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network. 
In the context of the “Special year 
of the family,” which began on 
March 19, 2021, the video focuses 
on the beauty of marriage and is 
published in collaboration with the 
Dicastery for the Laity, Family and 
Life.  The Holy Father encourages 
young people to undertake this de-
manding journey, because “getting 
married and sharing one’s life is 
something beautiful.” This is why it 
is a vocation worth following, since 
“God has a dream for us —love — 
and He asks us to make it his own.” 
The prayer intention reaffirms the 
nature of this vocation, which “isn’t 
just a ‘social’ act,” but which is 
“born from the heart.”

Global marriage trends
Francis begins the The Pope Video 
by asking, “Is it true, what some 
people say — that young people 
don’t want to get married, espe-
cially during these difficult times?” 
The difficulties and complications 
that many families and marriages 
had to suffer due to the pandemic 
still echo in this question.

The marriage rate, according to 
some studies, has been dropping 
notably since 1972 to the point 
where, in countries such as the 
United States, it has reached the 
lowest numbers since such records 
started being kept. What’s more, in 
many countries the drop in the mar-
riage rate has been accompanied 
by an increase in the age at which 
people marry (the current average 
in Sweden, for example, is close to 
34). Regarding families, not only 
has the proportion of children born 
out of wedlock increased consider-
ably in almost all the countries of 
the OECD, but also the number of 
divorces has multiplied; in some 
countries, more than half of mar-
riages end in divorce.

The recent period of confine-
ment, in many cases, resulted in 
tension and family conflict and 
made living together a more diffi-
cult task than usual. But the Pope’s 
message encourages us to continue 
with renewed enthusiasm: “It’s 
worth making the effort. And on 
this life-long journey, the husband 
and wife aren’t alone; Jesus accom-
panies them.”

Pope’s prayer intention for June

On March 19, 2021, the Church celebrated the 
5th anniversary of the publication of the apostolic 

exhortation Amoris Laetitia on the 
beauty and joy of family life.

To place the family at 
the center of attention 

for the Church and 
society.

So that every 
family may feel the 

presence of the 
Family of Nazareth in 

their home.

To fill the small 
domestic 

communities with 
sincere and 

generous love.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY TRENDS
The percentage of marriages is diminishing in many countries of the 
world.

In many countries, the decrease in marriages is accompanied by an 
increase in the age at which people marry.

The percentage of children born outside of marriage have increased 
considerably in almost all the countries of the OECD.

Single-parent families are more and more common, and have 
increased in many countries in recent decades.

The number of divorces has multiplied; in some countries more than 
half of marriages end in divorce.

A special year dedicated 
to the family
The Pope Video for June about mar-
riage arrives at a very opportune mo-
ment. On the feast of the Holy Fam-
ily in 2020, Pope Francis convoked 
a special year dedicated to the fam-
ily, which just began this past March 
19, 2021, with the following motto: 
“Family love: a vocation and a path 
to holiness.” This convocation coin-
cides with the fifth anniversary of the 
encyclical Amoris Laetitia and with 
the third of the apostolic exhortation 
Gaudete et Exsultate. This places this 
month’s intention in the context of the 
vocation of love to which each person 
is called in their place in the home. In 
addition, it accompanies another im-
portant event: the year of St Joseph, 
which will last until December 8, 
2021.

Specific preparation for 
marriage
An important aspect of The Pope 
Video is how it shows the beauty of 
marriage and the family as something 
more than a “social” act: “it’s a vo-
cation that’s born from the heart; it’s 
a conscious decision for the rest of 
one’s life that requires specific prepa-

ration.”
“Preparing young people and en-

gaged couples for a real vocation, not 
just for the celebration of a wedding, 
is a priority” said the Undersecretary 
of the Dicastery for the Laity, Fam-
ily and Life, Dr Gabriella Gambino. 
“To understand the presence of Christ 
in the daily lives of engaged couples, 
and then of spouses, by building on 
the meaning of Baptism is indispen-
sable in giving young people the cer-
tainty that their family project is a re-
sponse to a definitive call and that this 
project is possible. In a secularised 
society that no longer believes in mar-
riage, it is fundamental to proclaim the 
strength and power of the sacrament 
as a vocation and to show that family 
relationships can have a salvific value 
for people and be a path to holiness. 
It is a matter of concretely bringing 
Christ into the lives of families.”

Fr Fréderic Fornos, SJ, Interna-
tional Director of the Pope’s World-
wide Prayer Network, observed that 
“the Pope highlights in this prayer 
intention the beauty of marriage and 
expresses his desire that young peo-
ple preparing for marriage have ‘the 
support of a Christian community.’ 
Marriage is a vocation, an answer to 
a call from the Lord; that is, the deci-
sion to get married and create a family 
is the fruit of discernment. Allowing 
yourself to be carried along by God’s 
dream for us — love — requires the 
support and accompaniment of the 
community. As Francis says to young 
people preparing for marriage: ‘lov-
ing requires a great deal of patience,’ 
but on this life-long voyage, Jesus, the 
face of the Father’s love, accompanies 
them. Let us make our own this dream 
God has for us of growing in love and 
daring to embark upon this demand-
ing voyage of marriage and the family 
during this special year of St Joseph.” 
— thepopevideo.org/

Amoris Laetitia: The Joy of the Gospel 
is available at Arrupe Publications Sdn 
Bhd and Majodi Bookshop.
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Pope promulgates revised canon law on crimes, punishments
VATICAN: A series of laws and pro-
cedures promulgated by now-retired 
Pope Benedict XVI and, especially, 
by Pope Francis to protect children, 
promote the investigation of allega-
tions of clerical sexual abuse and 
punish offenders are included in a 
heavily revised section of the Code 
of Canon Law.

The revision of Book VI: Penal 
Sanctions in the Church, one of sev-
en books that make up the code for 
the Latin rite of the Catholic Church, 
was promulgated June 1 and will go 
into effect Dec 8, Pope Francis wrote.

Rewriting 63 of the book’s 89 can-
ons, the revision addresses a host of 
issues that have come up in the life 
of the church since St. John Paul II 
promulgated the code in 1983. The 
descriptions of crimes of sexual 
abuse, including child pornography, 
are more explicit, and the required 
actions of a bishop or a superior of 
a religious order in handling allega-
tions are more stringent.

The revised canons also include 
new references to the attempted or-
dination of a woman and to a variety 
of financial crimes; as with the new 
canons dealing with sexual abuse, 
they rely on language from laws 
promulgated separately over the past 
20 years.

“In the past, much damage has 
been caused by a failure to perceive 
the intimate relationship existing in 
the church between the exercise of 
charity and recourse — when cir-
cumstances and justice require it — 
to the discipline of sanctions. This 

way of thinking, as experience has 
taught us, risks leading to a life of 
behaviour contrary to the discipline 
of morals, for the remedy of which 
exhortations or suggestions alone are 
not sufficient,” Pope Francis wrote 
in Pascite Gregem Dei (Shepherd 
God’s Flock), the apostolic constitu-
tion promulgating the changes.

While Church law applies to all 
Catholics, the Pope said, for bishops, 
the observance of canon law “can in 
no way be separated from the pas-
toral ‘munus’ (service) entrusted to 
them, and which must be carried out 
as a concrete and inalienable require-
ment of charity not only toward the 
church, the Christian community 
and possible victims, but also toward 
those who have committed a crime, 
who need both mercy and correction 
on the part of the church.”

Over the years, he said, it became 
clear that the code’s description of 

crimes and penalties needed to be 
“modified in such a way as to allow 
pastors to use it as a more agile salv-
ific and corrective instrument, to be 
employed promptly and with pasto-
ral charity to avoid more serious evils 
and to soothe the wounds caused by 
human weakness.”

The revised book was presented to 
the press June 1 by Archbishop Filip-
po Iannone and Bishop Juan Ignacio 
Arrieta, respectively president and 
secretary of the Pontifical Council 
for Legislative Texts. In 2009, Pope 
Benedict had asked the council to be-
gin the revision project.

The revision moves the canons 
about the sexual abuse of children 
— on the part of a priest, religious 
or layperson working for the church 
— out of the section on violations 
of the obligation of celibacy and 
into a newly titled section of “Of-
fenses Against Human Life, Dig-

nity and Liberty.”
It adds to canon law the crime of 

“grooming,” calling for penalties, 
including dismissal from the priest-
hood, for a cleric who “grooms or 
induces a minor, a person who habit-
ually has an imperfect use of reason 
or one to whom the law recognises 
equal protection to expose himself 
or herself pornographically or to take 
part in pornographic exhibitions, 
whether real or simulated.”

However, the revised language still 
refers to rape and other forms of sex-
ual abuse as “an offence against the 
Sixth Commandment” — You shall 
not commit adultery.

The continued use of the Sixth 
Commandment to refer to any im-
proper, immoral or even criminal 
sexual activity “is traditional” in 
church law, Bishop Arrieta said, and 
for Catholics its meaning “is clear,” 
which is necessary when drafting a 
law that will be valid on every con-
tinent and in every culture.

In incorporating recent church 
law regarding abuse, the new code 
does not refer to abuse of “vulner-
able” adults or “vulnerable persons” 
as Pope Francis did in his May 2019 
motu proprio, Vos estis lux mundi.

Bishop Arrieta said the term “vul-
nerable person,” while understood 
and recognised in the law of many 
countries, is not universally accepted 
as a legal category of persons deserv-
ing special protection. Instead, the 
new law refers to people whom the 
law recognises as deserving of the 
same protection extended to minors 

and those with “an imperfect use of 
reason.”

The revised law also foresees pen-
alties for “a person who neglects to 
report an offence when required to do 
so by a canonical law.”

Bishop Arrieta said that provision 
refers to the obligation to report seri-
ous crimes, such as sexual abuse, to 
church authorities, not civil authori-
ties. If criminal reporting to the state 
is obligatory, the state will enforce 
that, he said.

The revised code also says, “Both 
a person who attempts to confer a sa-
cred order on a woman and a woman 
who attempts to receive the sacred 
order incur a ‘latae sententiae’ (au-
tomatic) excommunication (reserved 
to the Apostolic See); a cleric, more-
over, may be punished by dismissal 
from the clerical state.”

Given that Pope Francis in April 
2020 formed a second “Study Com-
mission on the Female Diaconate,” 
Bishop Arrieta was asked why the 
revised canon did not specify any 
priestly ordination, leaving open the 
possibility of ordaining women to the 
diaconate.

Canon law, he said, relies on the 
current state of the teaching of the 
church. “If we come to a different 
theological conclusion, we will mod-
ify the norm,” he said, just as was 
done in January when Pope Francis 
ordered a change in the wording of 
canon law so that women, as well as 
men, could be formally installed as 
lectors and acolytes. — By Cindy 
Wooden, CNS

Pope Francis reforms Book VI of the Code of Canon Law, continuing 
a revision begun by Benedict XVI and applying penal sanctions to more 
criminal offenses. (Vatican News)

Synod journey requires listening, 
patience and not a walk in the park 

VATICAN: “Today some think syno-
dality is holding hands and going for 
a walk, having a party with young 
people or surveying opinions [by 
asking], ‘What do you think about 
women priests?’” Pope Francis told 
members of the International Theo-
logical Commission in 2019.

But really, he said, synodality is 
“an ecclesial journey that has a soul, 
which is the Holy Spirit. Without the 
Holy Spirit, there is no synodality.”

In his continuing efforts to promote 
a synodal process that involves the 
whole church and focuses on listen-
ing to one another and to the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit, Pope Francis 
in May approved major revisions to 
how the Synod of Bishops will work, 
starting with a full diocesan-level pro-
cess of consultation.

“The synod must begin from the 
bottom up,” he told Italian bishops 
May 24, just three days after details 
of the new process were announced.

“This will require patience, work, 
allowing people to talk so that the 
wisdom of the people of God will 
come forth because a synod is noth-
ing other than making explicit what 
‘Lumen Gentium’ said: The whole 
people of God — all of them, from 
the bishop on down — is infallible 
in belief,” the pope said. “They can-
not err when there is harmony among 
all.”

But the process of listening and 
consultation also may require some 

management of expectations or fears: 
explaining to people who want im-
mediate, radical change that discern-
ment takes time and requires fidelity 
to God’s will; and explaining to those 
scandalised by the questions that per-
haps there are better ways to explain 
church teaching and live the Gospel.

Pope Francis frequently says that a 
synod is not a parliament, but a pro-
cess of discernment.

St Paul VI, who revived the Synod 
of Bishops for the universal Catholic 
Church, felt it necessary to make the 
same point.

On the eve of the opening of the 
third general assembly of the synod 
in 1974, the Pope said the process 
involves “questioning the signs of 
the times, and even more trying to 
interpret the divine plan in depth” by 
bringing together the world’s bishops 
for a “common study of the condi-
tions of the church and by seeking 
agreed solutions to questions pertain-
ing to her mission.”

“It is not a council; it is not a par-
liament; it is a synod with a special 
nature,” he added during his Angelus 
address.

Over the past five decades, that spe-
cial nature has increasingly involved 
wider consultation with laypeople, 
religious and priests before bishops 
are elected or appointed to attend the 
synod assembly.

Given Pope Francis’ emphasis on 
imbuing the church with a synodal 
spirit, the International Theologi-
cal Commission in 2018 published 
a document, “Synodality in the Life 
and Mission of the Church.”

Synodality, the document said, pro-
motes the baptismal dignity and call 
of all Catholics, values the presence 
of different gifts given by the Holy 
Spirit and recognizes the specific 
ministry en-trusted to pastors and 
bishops in communion with the Pope 
for the preservation of the faith and 
the renewal of the church.

But putting all of that together can 

be tricky, not only making sure that 
laypeople feel heard, but also accept-
ing the role of bishops and the Pope 
in discerning what to do. And making 
sure bishops exercise their ministry 
only after hearing what their people 
have to say.

For Pope Francis, it is not just a 
matter of process, but a requirement 
of taking seriously the truth of the 
church — as St Ignatius of Loyola 
said, and the Pope often repeats — 
being both “our hierarchical holy 
Mother Church” and also “the holy, 
faithful people of God.”

In his 2018 document on the syn-
ods, Pope Francis said, “the bishop 
is both teacher and disciple. He is a 
teacher when, endowed with the spe-
cial assistance of the Holy Spirit, he 
proclaims to the faithful the word of 
truth in the name of Christ, head and 
shepherd. But he is a disciple when, 
knowing that the Spirit has been be-
stowed upon every baptised person, 
he listens to the voice of Christ speak-

ing through the entire people of God.”
While people may look at the 2014 

and 2015 assemblies of the Synod of 
Bishops on the family or the 2019 
synod for the Amazon as occasions 
where the voice of the laity calling for 
bold change was ignored, bishops at 
the gatherings really wrestled with the 
issues and the best ways to respond.

Closing the synod assembly in Oc-
tober 2015, Pope Francis said the dis-
cussions showed “the vitality of the 
Catholic Church, which is not afraid 
to stir dulled consciences or to soil 
her hands with lively and frank dis-
cussions.”

The input and discussions also are 
designed to serve Pope Francis’ goal 
of helping every Catholic understand 
that she or he has a role to play in 
the Church and in its mission in the 
world.

After some 300 young adults gath-
ered in Rome in March 2018 for re-
flection and discussion ahead of the 
Synod of Bishops on young people, 
they issued a final statement that 
included the note: “We have been 
thrilled to be taken seriously by the 
hierarchy of the church and we feel 
that this dialogue between the young 
and the old church is a vital and 
fruitful listening process. It would 
be a shame if this dialogue were not 
given the opportunity to continue and 
grow! This culture of openness is ex-
tremely healthy for us.” — By Cindy                 
Wooden, CNS

The 74th General Assembly of the Italian Episcopal Conference. (Vatican Media)
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Dear children,

This Sunday, we cel-
ebrate the feast of the 
Body and Blood of our 
Lord in the Holy Eucha-
rist. 
At the Last Supper, 

Jesus changed bread 
and wine into His own 
Body and Blood. He has 
power to do this be-
cause He is God. 

He did this because 
He wanted to stay with 
us even after He died 
and went into Heaven.
Jesus comes to us in  

every Mass. 
The priest takes the 

place of Jesus, saying 
the words that Jesus 
said at the Last Supper, 
and the bread and wine 
become the real Body 
and Blood, Soul and 
Divinity of Jesus even 
though they still look 
like bread and wine.

Aunty Eliz

When Jesus had entered Caper-
naum, a centurion came to him, 

asking for help.  “Lord,” he said, “my 
servant lies at home paralyzed, suf-
fering terribly.”

Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and 
heal him?”

 Can you write down what the centu-
rion replied? 

_________________________________

_________________________________
(Matthew 8:8) 

The Faith of the Centurion

Let's Colour 

What does the bread become when the 
priest consecrates it at Mass?
Use the colour code to find out:

Body
Feast

Church
Eucharist

Supper (Last)
Blood
Jesus

Juliana
Christ

Urban (IV)
Miracle
Bolsena
Hymn

Monstrance

Find the 
hidden 
words

For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to 

set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant (Hebrews 9:15) 
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KUCHING: Pope Francis was 
quoted recently speaking to 
9,000 altar servers, “Serving 
at the altar is a privileged way 
to draw closer to Jesus, which 
in turn ‘enables you to open 
yourselves to others, to jour-
ney together, to set demanding 
goals and to find the strength to 
achieve them.’” 

During the pandemic, all 
churches remain closed, but with 
the help of technology, a lot of 
activities can be done. St Jo-

seph Altar Servers gather online 
at least once a week to remind 
themselves that they are “prayer 
leaders” and continue to serve 
GOD despite the pandemic.

One of the activities that they 
do online is praying the rosary. 
Although they cannot meet, they 
still continue to support each 
other and that is the beauty of 
being an altar server.

Let us continue to pray that the 
pandemic will end. — By John 
Deho, Today’ s Catholic

VATICAN: After going so 
long without in-person 
learning and face-to-

face contact with others, 
young people now should 
be more discerning and judi-
cious concerning their time 
online, Pope Francis told stu-
dents.

Having grown up in a digital world, 
they know the many new ways that 
have been opened up to them when 
it comes to learning and communi-
cation, the Pope said during a pri-
vate audience at the Vatican May 22 
with a group of students and admin-
istrators from an Italian public high 
school.

“Yet we already know very well 
that there is the danger of closing 
oneself off and of always seeing real-
ity through a filter, which only seem-
ingly expands our freedom,” he said.

The Pope asked the students 
to make sure that the pandemic’s 
forced “abstinence” from physically 
being with friends and others helps 

them develop an even more “criti-
cal sense in the use of these (digital) 
tools so that they remain just that 
— instruments, subject to our intel-
ligence and will.”

The students were from the “Am-
brosoli” vocational high school in 
the small northern city of Codogno, 
where the first locally acquired case 
of COVID-19 had been diagnosed in 
Italy.

Known as “Patient 1,” a hospital-
ized 38-year-old man was found 
positive for the coronavirus Feb 21, 
2020, presaging a massive surge in 
cases and deaths throughout the 
area and the greater Lombardy re-
gion.

The Pope said he and the students 
were originally scheduled to have 
their audience at the Vatican closer 
to the one-year anniversary of that 
first outbreak and the start of the 
pandemic in Europe.

The meeting was important, he 
said, because their school repre-
sented “a sign of hope” in such a 
difficult situation, and he congratu-
lated them for “never losing heart” 

during this trial.
Many students and teachers have 

sent the Pope letters about their 
pandemic experiences, describing a 
variety of positive experiences they 
have had, he said, which shows that 
when the “generative” power of 
teachers and the “dreams” of stu-
dents come together, “there is no 
virus that can stop them.”

He urged the students to cultivate 
the strength and desire they pos-
sess. He said when that is stimu-

lated, nurtured and “accompanied 
with wisdom and passion by adults, 
it brings amazing fruit.”

The Pope recognised the difficul-
ties students and teachers faced 
with online learning, which hurt the 
relational aspect of their schooling, 
and he said he hoped they could re-
start fully again soon.

“But I invite you to learn some-
thing from this absence, that, in a 
certain way, this bad experience 
may teach something, that is, the 

importance of interpersonal — not 
virtual — relationships,” he said.

Pope Francis told the students 
he hoped the imminent end of the 
school year would go well, not just 
grade-wise, but also, and most of 
all, people-wise. He asked that they 
see school as a place to mature and 
grow in their hands, head and heart, 
learning to be open, respectful and 
constructive in their relationships 
and to become aware and respon-
sible citizens. — By Carol Glatz, CNS

Altar servers at the rosary prayer via Zoom

St Joseph Altar Servers 
hold Zoom rosary prayer

Rediscover importance 
of face-to-face 
relationships

(Vatican Radio file photo)
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KUALA LUMPUR: Reach Out 
Grant 2020 (ROG) was organised 
by the Archdiocesan Single Adult 
and Youth Office KL (ASAYO 
KL), as part of their mission to 
provide opportunities for young 
people to encounter the living 
God through the Word of God, 
friendship, events and life expe-
riences. It was introduced to the 
Church of the Sacred Heart of Je-
sus (SHJ) Tamil-speaking youths 
by Fr Edwin Peter and Bro An-
thony Robert on December 6, 
2020. 

The objective of the grant dur-
ing this time is to encourage us 
young people to reach out to 
someone who has been adverse-
ly affected during the pandemic 
without allowing finances to be 
an obstacle. The successful mis-
sion proposal will be awarded 

a grant of up to a maximum of 
RM1,000.

We started off with ten youths 
volunteering under the advice of 
Bro Anthony Robert and Thomas 
Chinniah later joined by Bro Ga-
briel. After much searching and 
screening through potential peo-
ple/families, a patient from Pusat 
Dialisis NKF - Good Health was 
chosen. This patient is suffering 
from kidney failure, diabetes, 
partial blindness and more. He 
is currently undergoing Dialy-
sis treatment which costs nearly 
RM100 a week and is struggling 
to cover the treatment cost due to 
lack of financial support, espe-
cially during the difficult time of 
COVID-19.

Once the patient was identified, 
the registration process for the 
ROG began. We registered our-

selves through the ASAYO web-
site. We created and submitted a 
video proposal which was later 
uploaded on YouTube.

The youths worked togeth-
er and successfully collected 
RM1,140.00 through donations 
from friends, families, BECs and 
so on. The amount was trans-
ferred to the Sacred Heart Church 
Parish account.

Once the video proposal was 
approved, the RM1,000 grant 
was awarded to us. This grant was 
then transferred to the Dialysis 
Centre for the patient’s treatment 

which amounts to RM2140.00 in 
total. The total duration to com-
plete the project was four months 
and officially ended on April 8, 
2021. 

SHJ Tamil youths will con-
tinue to be committed to car-
ing for people in need through 
the accompaniment of ASAYO. 
This will enable us to experience 
significant changes in our jour-
ney together as we discover new 
ways of moving forward in min-
istry which will allow us to know, 
love and serve the Lord. — By 
Esther Nancy

Reach out 
Grant

by SHJ Tamil Youths

Reach Out Grant recipients with ASAYO KL team.

“I feel grateful to be able to attend the 
SPM BK Seminar 2021 which was 

conducted online due to the pandemic. It 
is a great opportunity for me to know the 
answering techniques for SPM BK paper 
2021, which is a new format for all of 
us. Through this webinar, I have learned 
a lot and managed to have a deeper un-
derstanding of why I have chosen this 
subject which is to get more closer to the 
Lord as to know God better, we need to 
know His Words.

“I would like to specially thank Ms 
Moey Yoke Lai, the speaker for this we-
binar. She shares her experiences and 
stories with us which inspires me a lot 
to not only see BK as a subject, but also 
a way to strengthen my own faith in the 
Lord. Last but not least, what strikes me 
the most in this webinar is the sentence, 
‘Lord, this world is yours, and I belong 
to you. Give me strength to study your 
word through BK!’” — Cassandra 
Chua (F5TH)

KUCHING: St Joseph’s Private 
School Kuching organised an on-
line SPM Bible Knowledge Semi-
nar on May 13, attended by more 
than 300 participants from more 
than 110 schools all over Malay-
sia.

The seminar was to familiar-
ise students with the new exam 
format for the SPM level Bible 
Knowledge paper, to be in line 

with the new syllabus of KSSM. 
Kurikulum Standard Sekolah Me-
nengah (KSSM) was initiated five 
years ago and has reached SPM 
level this year, 2021.

Ms Moey Yoke Lai, with more 
than 40 years’ experience in teach-
ing Bible Knowledge (BK) was 
the invited speaker. In the past, 
she has trained different groups of 
volunteers to teach BK through-

out the country. She has sustained 
her passion to see young people 
grounded in God’s Word and to 
become transformational agents 
in our nation.

In 2005, Ms Moey retired from 
government service as a school 
principal after serving for 32 
years. She recently retired as the 
CEO of Methodist College Kuala 
Lumpur. — Today’s Catholic

School organises SPM Bible Knowledge 
seminar on new exam format

Ms Moey Yoke explaining on the new exam format for SPM Bible Knowledge.

“To start off the seminar, we were 
given an introduction to Bible 

Knowledge and why students are en-
couraged to take up BK as a subject 
in SPM. Ms Moey described BK as a 
privilege that has been preserved in our 
country by God’s grace and as a steadfast 
testimony of our Christian faith. 

“Ms Moey then began to explain the 
new KSSM exam format with some 
sample questions as well as the answer-
ing techniques. A new section was intro-
duced to our paper this year, which was 
a HOTS question that requires us to state 
our own opinions and make personal 
implications. At first, I was worried that 
I might not be able to tackle this section 
well but Ms Moey’s detailed clarification 
made me feel more confident in answer-
ing questions like these. 

“All in all, I am grateful to have at-
tended this seminar as it was a very in-
sightful one. Through this seminar, I was 
also reminded why I had decided to take 
this subject in the first place. Studying 
BK has really changed my perspective 
on things and has impacted my spiritual 
growth in a positive way. Gradually, I 
was able to find the truth in the Word of 
God to guide and lead me on in life, so 
that I may be the salt and light to glorify 
His name wherever I go. You too will 
surely be blessed if you read and study 
the book of Luke and Acts with all your 
heart!

“‘But seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you.’ – Matthew 
6:33. All Glory to God.” — Fayth Lee 
(F5PH)

“I am extremely grateful for hav-
ing had he opportunity to hear 

Ms Moey speak in the seminar. Not 
only did she clearly break down the 
new format for us, she also delved 
into the answering techniques and 
organisation. Actually, I was quite 
intimidated by the 13 marked ques-
tions she showed us. I was worrying 
about how I would cope with the 
subject as I am bad at memorising. 
However, she showed us how to 

tackle the questions by using context 
clues and writing down key points. 

“Although I am still a bit afraid, I 
have gained a bit more confidence 
from the testimonies that she read 
to us, about how certain individu-
als managed to overcome hurdles 
and attain excellent results. Even so, 
at the end of the day, results are not 
everything. All in all, this was a great 
seminar that gave me plenty of tips 
for Bible Knowledge.” — Max Ng

Here are some testimonies from St Joseph’s Private 
School Form Five students who attended the seminar:
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PENANG: The Church in Malaysia lost a 
dedicated and faithful servant of God in An-
dre Ong Lay Siang, who returned to the Lord 
on June 3, 2021 from COVID-19 complica-
tions.

A native of Penang, Andre served in the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Penang in vari-
ous leadership capacities from 2007 and is 
largely credited for the vibrant and active 
youth ministry in the parish, where he was 
instrumental in reaching out to the youth 
through personal mentoring as well as forma-
tion sessions which were always exciting and 
fun to participate in. His vast knowledge and 
talent in music also helped guide and lead the 
parish cantor groups into putting their heart 
and soul into their music whenever they are 
playing for mass, hence drawing the congre-
gation into an atmosphere of worship and ex-
periencing the tangible presence of God. 

He was also involved in the leadership 
team of Charis Malaysia. In the Diocese of 
Penang he was the Head of the Diocesan Ser-
vice Commission for the Catholic Charismat-
ic Renewal and Coordinator of the Shekinah 
Glory Renewal Group.

After graduating with degree in Business 
Management from the University of Mon-
tana, United States, he worked in Los Angeles 
and served at the Culver City Prayer Group in 
St Augustine Parish as Worship Leader and 
Core Group Member. He also helped the 
Southern California Renewal Community in 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

Upon his return to Malaysia in 1993, he 
worked in the field of human resources. His 
25 years of experience in Human Resources 
Management for the Supply Chain Optimiza-
tion and Manufacturing industry and three 

years in lecturing made Andre a sought-after 
and accomplished speaker all over Malaysia. 

The presence of God felt during his ses-
sions was testimony to his intimate and per-
sonal relationship with Jesus Christ. In every-
thing that he did, he pointed to our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, our source, who pro-
vides us with everything we need for this life.

Andre’s life had a major impact on the lives 
of many people, as evidenced in the post-
ings on Facebook, with many sharing how 
he touched and changed their lives with his 
simplicity and love and drew them to form 
a meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ.

His mother, the late Mdm Jane Loo Nee 
Sim, also succumbed to the COVID-19 
complications two weeks earlier on May 19, 
2021. He is survived by his siblings, Allan, 
Amelia and Alexis. 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon him. May his soul 
rest in peace. Amen. — By David Chan and 
Pedro Geronimo Andre Ong with the youths of Sacred of Jesus Church, Kulim in 2017.

Andre Ong succumbs to COVID-19
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Solemnity of  the 
Most Holy Body and 
Blood of  Christ

Poet, teacher, orator and defender of the faith, 
Ephrem is the only Syriac Christian recog-
nised as a doctor of the Church. He took upon 

himself the special task of opposing the many false 
doctrines rampant at his time, always remaining a 
true and forceful defender of the Catholic Church.

Born in Nisibis, Mesopotamia, he was baptised 
as a young man and became famous as a teacher 
in his native city. When the Christian emperor had 
to cede Nisibis to the Persians, Ephrem fled as a 
refugee to Edessa, along with many other Chris-
tians. He is credited with attracting great glory to 
the biblical school there. He was ordained a deacon 
but declined to become a priest. Ephrem was said 
to have avoided presbyteral consecration by feign-
ing madness!

He had a prolific pen, and his writings best il-
lumine his holiness. Although he was not a man 
of great scholarship, his works reflect deep insight 

and knowledge of the Scriptures. In writing about 
the mysteries of humanity’s redemption, Ephrem 
reveals a realistic and humanly sympathetic spirit 
and a great devotion to the humanity of Jesus. It is 
said that his poetic account of the Last Judgment 
inspired Dante.

It is surprising to read that he wrote hymns 
against the heretics of his day. He would take the 
popular songs of the heretical groups and using 
their melodies, compose beautiful hymns embody-
ing orthodox doctrine. Ephrem became one of the 
first to introduce song into the Church’s public 
worship as a means of instruction for the faithful. 
His many hymns have earned him the title “Harp 
of the Holy Spirit.”

Ephrem preferred a simple, austere life, living 
in a small cave overlooking the city of Edessa. It 
was here that he died around 373. — Franciscan 
Media

The heart has always been seen as the “cen-
tre” or essence of a person (“the heart of the 

matter,” “you are my heart,” “take it to heart,” 
etc.) and the wellspring of our emotional lives 
and love (“you break my heart,” “my heart 
sings,” etc.) Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Je-
sus is devotion to Jesus Christ Himself, but in 
the particular ways of meditating on his interior 
life and on His threefold love — His divine love, 
His burning love that fed His human will and 
His sensible love that affects His interior life.

Pope Pius XII of blessed memory writes on 
this topic in his 1956 encyclical, Haurietis Aq-
uas (On Devotion to the Sacred Heart).

The Friday that follows the Second Sunday in 
Time After Pentecost is the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart which brings to mind all the attributes 
of His Divine Heart mentioned above. Many 
Catholics prepare for this Feast by beginning a 
Novena to the Sacred Heart on the Feast of Cor-
pus Christi, which is the Thursday of the week 
before. On the Feast of the Sacred Heart itself, 
we can gain a plenary indulgence by making an 
Act of Reparation to the Sacred Heart.

From the earliest days of the Church, “Christ’s 
open side and the mystery of blood and water 
were meditated upon, and the Church was be-
held issuing from the side of Jesus, as Eve came 
forth from the side of Adam. It is in the elev-
enth and twelfth centuries that we find the first 
unmistakable indications of devotion to the Sa-
cred Heart. Through the wound in the side, the 
wound in the Heart was gradually reached, and 

the wound in the Heart symbolised the wound of 
love.” (Catholic Encyclopedia)

This general devotion arose first in Benedic-
tine and Cistercian monasteries of that time, 
especially in response to the devotion of St Ger-
trude the Great, but specific devotions became 
popularised when St Margaret Mary Alacoque 
(1647-1690), a Visitation nun, had a personal 
revelation involving a series of visions of Christ 
as she prayed before the Blessed Sacrament. She 
wrote, “He disclosed to me the marvels of his 
Love and the inexplicable secrets of his Sacred 
Heart.” Christ emphasised to her His love — 

and His woundedness caused by Man’s indiffer-
ence to this love.

He promised that, in response to those who 
consecrate themselves and make reparations 
to His Sacred Heart, that:  
l He will give them all the graces necessary 
in their state of life.
l He will establish peace in their homes.
l He will comfort them in all their afflic-
tions.
l He will be their secure refuge during life, 
and above all, in death.
l He will bestow abundant blessings upon 
all their undertakings.
l Sinners will find in His Heart the source 
and infinite ocean of mercy.
l Lukewarm souls shall become fervent.
l Fervent souls shall quickly mount to high 
perfection.
l He will bless every place in which an  
image of His Heart is exposed and honored.
l He will give to priests the gift of touching 
the most hardened hearts.
l Those who shall promote this devotion 
shall have their names written in His Heart.

In the excessive mercy of His Heart, His 
all-powerful love will grant to all those who 
receive Holy Communion on the First Fridays 
for nine consecutive months the grace of final 
perseverance; they shall not die in His dis-
grace, nor without receiving their sacraments. 
His divine Heart shall be their safe refuge in 
this last moment. — CNA

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ is also known as the Solem-
nity of Corpus Christi, which translates from 

Latin to “Body of Christ.” This feast originated in 
France in the mid-thirteenth century and was ex-
tended to the whole Church by Pope Urban IV in 
1264. This feast is celebrated on the Thursday fol-
lowing the Trinity Sunday or, as in Malaysia, on the 
Sunday following that feast.

This feast calls us to focus on two manifesta-
tions of the Body of Christ, the Holy Eucharist and 
the Church. The primary purpose of this feast is to 
focus our attention on the Eucharist. The opening 
prayer at Mass calls our attention to Jesus' suffering 
and death and our worship of Him, especially in the 
Eucharist.

At every Mass our attention is called to the 
Eucharist and the Real Presence of Christ in it. The 
secondary focus of this feast is upon the Body of 

Christ as it is present in the Church. The Church is 
called the Body of Christ because of the intimate 
communion which Jesus shares with his disciples. 
He expresses this in the gospels by using the meta-
phor of a body in which He is the head. This image 
helps keep in focus both the unity and the diversity 
of the Church.

The Feast of Cor-
pus Christi is commonly used as an opportunity for 
public Eucharistic processions, which serves as a 
sign of common faith and adoration. Our worship of 
Jesus in His Body and Blood calls us to offer to God 
our Father a pledge of undivided love and an offer-
ing of ourselves to the service of others. — CNA

St Ephrem Feastday: June 9

Feastday: 
June 11

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, June 6
(Ezekiel 36:25-27)
I shall pour clean water over you 
and you will be cleansed; I shall 
cleanse you of all your defile-
ment and all your idols. I shall 
give you a new heart, and put a 
new spirit in you; I shall remove 
the heart of stone from your 
bodies and give you a heart of 
flesh instead. I shall put my spirit 
in you, and make you keep my 
laws and sincerely respect my 
observances.

Monday, June 7
(Jeremiah 15:16)
When your words came, I de-
voured them: your word was my 
delight and the joy of my heart; 
for I was called by your name, 
Lord, God of hosts.

Tuesday, June 8
(1 Thessalonians 5:4-5)
It is not as if you live in the dark, 
my brothers, for that Day to over-
take you like a thief. No, you are 
all sons of light and sons of the 
day: we do not belong to the 
night or to darkness.

Wednesday, June 9
(Romans 8:35,37)
Nothing can come between us 
and the love of Christ, even if we 
are troubled or worried, or being 
persecuted, or lacking food or 
clothes, or being threatened or 
even attacked. These are the tri-
als through which we triumph, by 
the power of him who loved us.                                                         

Thursday, June 10
(Romans 14:17-19)
The kingdom of God does not 
mean eating or drinking this or 
that, it means righteousness and 
peace and joy brought by the 
Holy Spirit. If you serve Christ in 
this way you will please God and 
be respected by men. So let us 
adopt any custom that leads to 
peace and our mutual improve-
ment.

Friday, June 4
(Ephesians 2: 13-16)
Now, in union with Christ Jesus, 
you who used to be far away 
have been brought near by the 
death of Christ. For Christ him-
self has brought us peace, by 
making the Jews and Gentiles 
one people. With his own body 
he broke down the wall that 
separated them and kept them 
enemies. He abolished the Jew-
ish Law, with its commandments 
and rules, in order to create out 
of the two races one new people 
in union with himself, in this way 
making peace. By his death on 
the cross Christ destroyed the 
enmity; by means of the cross he 
united both races into one body 
and borught them back to God.

Saturday, June 12
(Romans 12: 14-16a)
Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse them. 
Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. Live 
in harmony with one harmony 
with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the 
lowly

Feastday: June 6
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Evangelisation: The beauty of marriage
Let us pray for young people who are preparing for 

marriage with the support of a Christian community: may 
they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Holy See granted permanent 
observer status at WHO
VATICAN: The Holy See has been 
accorded permanent non-Member 
State Observer status by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), the 
United Nations specialised health 
agency, a proof of the Church’s in-
volvement and commitment to is-
sues concerning the human family. 

“On Monday, May 31, 2021, the 
World Health Assembly adopted, by 
consensus, Resolution “Participation 
of the Holy See in the World Health 
Organisation”, presented by Italy, 
which formalises the participation 
of the Holy See in the work of the 
World Health Organisation as a non-
Member State Observer,” said the 
Holy See Press Office in a statement 
on Tuesday, June 1.  It said, “This 
decision reflects the relationship 
that the Holy See has continuously 
maintained with this Organisation 
since 1953 and it bears witness to the 

commitment of the family of nations 
in addressing, through dialogue and 
international solidarity, the global 
health challenges that afflict human-
ity.” 

The WHO’s 74th World Health 

Assembly (WHA74), which took 
place online from May 24-31, adopt-
ed more than 30 resolutions and de-
cisions in different areas of public 
health. The draft resolution on the 
Holy See’s Observer status was pre-

sented at the Assembly on May 26. 
It noted that the Holy See has been 
regularly attending the sessions of 
the Health Assembly as an Observer 
since 1953, and has also been a Per-
manent Observer State at the United 
Nations since 1964.

Besides, the Holy See also has rep-
resentations at Observer missions at 
the UN Offices in Geneva, Switzer-
land, and in Vienna, Austria.

The resolution “Participation of 
the Holy See in the World Health Or-
ganization”, presented by Italy, was 
adopted by consensus by the World 
Health Assembly.  

It was co-sponsored by 71 coun-
tries from all geographical areas of 
the world: Albania, Algeria, An-
dorra, Angola, Saudi Arabia, Ar-
gentina, Armenia, Austria, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Belgium, Botswana, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Cape Verde, Chile, 

Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cy-
prus, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
United Arab Emirates, Eswatini, 
Philippines, Georgia, Germany, Ja-
pan, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, In-
dia, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Latvia, Lebanon, Lithu-
ania, Madagascar, Malta, Morocco, 
Monaco, Montenegro, Mozam-
bique, Namibia, Nicaragua, Oman, 
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Poland, 
Portugal, Qatar, Czech Republic, 
Dominican Republic, Republic of 
Korea, and Romania. 

The Italian government regards 
the Holy See’s Permanent Observer 
status at the WHO as a recognition 
of the important role played by the 
Holy See in the humanitarian and 
health fields, particularly in develop-
ing countries and most recently in the 
fight against the pandemic. — By 
Robin Gomes, Vatican News

VATICAN: Msgr Adolf Titus Ylla-
na, 73, is the new Apostolic Nuncio 
to Israel and Cyprus and Apostolic 
Delegate to Jerusalem and Palestine. 
Pope Francis appointed him June 3.

The new Vatican representative 
from the Philippines, to the Holy 
Land, has been in the Holy See’s 
diplomatic service since 1984. Be-
fore this appointment, he served in 
Australia, and before that in Ghana, 
Sri Lanka, Turkey, Lebanon, Hun-
gary and Taiwan.

The new nuncio will go to Is-
rael in the aftermath of the birth 
of a government that could, after 
12 years, end the Netanyahu era, 
and not long after Israel reached a 
cease-fire with Hamas following 
the latest round of violence, which 

Francis called “unacceptable”.
The Vatican, which is openly in 

favour of the two-state solution for 
the Holy Land, is still waiting for 
Israel to implement the Fundamental 

Agreement it signed with the Holy 
See on December 29, 1993 in Jerusa-
lem and December 30 in the Vatican.

The document essentially con-
cerns the recognition of the legal per-
sonality of the Catholic Church, with 
all the consequences that it entails. 
Negotiations to implement the deal 
have been going on for years, but 
nothing has been said or achieved 
yet.

Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro 
Parolin spoke about the Agreement 
during a reception at Rome’s main 
synagogue in 2019, saying that it be-
gan a new phase in bilateral relations, 
“initiating a significant path of coop-
eration” and adding that the work of 
the bilateral Commission “is nearing 
conclusion”. — AsiaNews

Pope appoints Msgr Yllana from the 
Philippines as the new nuncio to Israel

The World Health Organization headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Msgr Adolf Titus Yllana 

HONG KONG: A Kowloon 
court yesterday sentenced five peo-
ple to between six and eight months 
in prison for having taken part in an 
unauthorised demonstration on Oc-
tober 20, 2019.

On that day, thousands of dem-
onstrators gathered in Mong Kok to 
protest against a law that prohibited 
the use of masks in public places. 
The protests, which began peaceful-
ly, deteriorated into clashes between 
demonstrators and policemen.

Owen Au, former president of the 

Chinese University of Hong Kong 
Students Union, was among the five 
convicted; the others are three uni-
versity students and a 49-year-old 
who worked in a department of the 
same university.

After their arrest in May, all the 
offenders applied for a sentence re-
duction. According to Apple Daily 
reports, the request for Walter Tse, a 
student of the faculty of architecture, 
was presented by Msgr Stephen 
Chow, recently appointed the new 
bishop of the former British colony.

Meanwhile, tension is mounting 
ahead of the 32nd anniversary of 
the Tiananmen massacre. The police 
deployed 3,000 officers to prevent 
rallies commemorating the demon-
strators killed in Beijing on June 4, 
1989. 

On May 27, the police banned 
the holding of the traditional vigil 
in Victoria Park in memory of the 
incident. As in 2020, the authorities 
justified the ban with the need to re-
spect COVID-19 prevention meas-
ures. — AsiaNews/Agencies

Up to eight months in prison for five 
Mong Kok protesters

PONDICHERRY: The ap-
pointment of another non-Dalit as 
the new bishop of Salem (Tamil 
Nadu) has disappointed local Cath-
olics since Dalits constitute by far 
the majority of the community.

Yesterday, Pope Francis named 
Arulselvam Rayappan, 60, from 
the clergy of the Archdiocese of 
Pondicherry-Cuddalore, as the new 
bishop of Salem, Tamil Nadu.

Ordained priest in 1986, a canon 
lawyer with a doctorate from Ur-
baniana University, Mgr Rayap-
pan led the Pontifical Institute of St 
Peter in Bangalore. Between 2010 
and 2018, he served as the secre-
tary of the Commission for Canon 
Law and Legislative Texts of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
India (CBCI).

His appointment, however, has 
touched a raw nerve within India’s 
Catholic community, namely the 
caste system, an issue still affect-
ing Indian society as a whole but 
also Christians.

The Diocese of Salem is in the 
Ecclesiastical province of Pondi-
cherry-Cuddalore, where earlier 
this year members of the Dalit 
Christian Liberation Movement 
took to the streets to demand the 
nuncio appoint a Dalit archbishop.

Although, Dalits represent 75 per 
cent of the local community, there 
has never been an archbishop from 
this community in over 300 years.

“How many more years will the 
Dalit have to wait?” wonders Fr Z 
Devasagaya Raj, former national 
secretary of the CBCI Commission 
for Scheduled Castes within the 
CBCI.

Currently, “Among the 17 Cath-
olic bishops in Tamil Nadu there 
is only one bishop from the Dalit 
community. Dalits, who are mar-
ginalised yet a majority in Tamil 
Nadu, have been pleading to the 
Vatican to appoint Dalit bishops in 
six vacant dioceses. The first ap-
pointment after the arrival of the 
new Nuncio to India disappoints 
the Dalits”.

For Fr A X J Bosco, a Jesuit 
and an activist for the rights of 
disadvantaged castes, “This is a 
clear injustice. — By Nirmala                      
Carvalho, AsiaNews

Disappointment in Tamil Nadu 
after a non-Dalit becomes the 
new bishop of Salem

Msgr Arulselvam Rayappan


