
VATICAN: Marking a world 
first, the Bambino Gesù Hos-
pital has performed an or-

gan transplant from a SARS-CoV-2 
positive donor to a negative patient.

According to a press release issued by the 
Vatican’s Children’s Hospital, the 15-year-old 
boy who received the new heart was treated 
with monoclonal antibodies to eliminate the 
risk that he might develop COVID-19. The 
communiqué explained that the procedure re-
quired the approval of both the National Trans-
plant Centre (NTC) and the Italian Pharmaceu-
tical Agency (AIFA).

Bambino Gesù’s Professor Antonino Amo-
deo explained that “in the paediatric field, it is 
more complicated to find a compatible heart 
for a transplant than it is for adults. In the last 
year, due to the pandemic and the restrictions 
adopted to fight the spread of the virus, these 
difficulties have further increased. Finding 
a compatible heart for a transplant is often a 

unique opportunity. That’s why we did every-
thing we could so that the boy on the waiting 
list could get the organ he was waiting for. It’s 
a choice that can make the difference between 
life and death.”

The 15-year-old patient who underwent the 
heart transplant had dilated cardiomyopathy, a 
condition that impairs the heart's ability to effi-
ciently pump blood to the body. The frequency 
of the disease in the general adult population 
is about 1 in 2,500 cases, but in children it is 
considered rare, with 0.57 cases per 100,000 
people.

The teenager had been on the transplant wait-
ing list since September of last year. His condi-
tion had worsened and he had undergone sur-
gery to implant an artificial heart, “a life-saving 
bridge solution while waiting for a compatible 
heart for a transplant.”

In just two weeks, from May 4 to 19, the 
medical teams of the Department of Cardiac 
Surgery, Cardiology and Heart-Lung Trans-
plantation of the Hospital performed a total of 
six heart transplants. — Vatican News

World’s first heart transplant 
from COVID+ donor at 

Vatican Children’s Hospital

The Bambino Gesù organ transplant team at work. (Vatican News)

For the love of Christ controls 
us, because we have concluded this: 
that one has died for all, therefore 
all have died; and he died for all, 
that those who live might no longer 
live for themselves but for him who 
for their sake died and was raised.

2 Cor. 5: 14-15
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Church and encourage the laity 
and religious to make moral 
decisions in the marketplace.
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KUALA LUMPUR: The Catholic Bishops 
Conference of Malaysia (CBCM) has pledged 
a sum of RM1 million towards the Malaysia 
Solidarity COVID-19 Fund which was initi-
ated by the Tzu Chi Foundation Malaysia.

The CBCM, together with other religious 
organisations and NGOs, have given their 
endorsement and support for this initiative, 
Fr Michael Chua said in a chancery notice re-
leased on June 18.

“This is an emergency fund in response to 
the urgent call for help from our public hospi-
tals and healthcare professionals for the supply 
of varied medical equipment to cope with the 
high number of critical COVID-19 patients.

“The CBCM has pledged a sum of RM1 
million for the above fund and the archbish-
ops/bishops of the conference would like to 
urge all the faithful to support this worthy 

cause by making a donation to this fund.”
All donations are to go to the Tzu Chi Foun-

dation Malaysia’s bank account as detailed be-
low. For tax-exempt receipts, please provide 
full name, identification number and address. 
This is a purpose specific fund where 100 per 
cent of funds raised will be utilised for the 
stated purposes. Details of equipment donated 
will be published and updated in Tzu Chi’s 
website (www.tzuchi.my/en/).

The Malaysia Solidarity COVID-19 Fund 
(Tzu Chi) will cease by end of June 2021 
(MJD News Update #44).

Malaysia as of June 17 has 66,097 active 
COVID-19 cases, with 909 in the ICU and 
441 needing ventilators. Since the pandemic 
began we have had a total of 678,764 cases 
with 4,202 coronavirus-related deaths report-
ed.

Malaysian Bishops pledge RM1 million in Solidarity 
Fund against COVID-19

Tzu Chi Kuala Lumpur and Selangor donate ICU equipment to the Sungai Buloh Hospital. (The Star photo)

Bank: Malayan Banking Berhad
Name: Tabung Kebajikan Dan Pendidikan 
Yayasan Taiwan Buddhist Tzu Chi Malaysia
(TBG KBJ & PDDKN YSN)
Account Number: 5124 9112 5866

Or
FPX & Credit Card: https://onlinedonation.
tzuchi.my/
Other ways: https://www.tzuchi.my/en/
donate

How to Donate



During these lockdowns, we see 
many people struggling as job loss-
es mount and many others strug-

gling with underemployment. 
School leavers are struggling to find 

jobs. Many have resorted to taking on work 
with little job security or opportunity for 
advancement.  

The government, it seems, has little 
money left to help vulnerable groups. At 
this rate, the lower-income group will be 
stretched to break point, while many in 
the middle class could sink. But not all are 
suffering equally, as some have profited 
enormously from this period of crisis and 
suffering.  

The nation itself is in a political crisis as 
Parliament remains suspended, perhaps the 
only country in the world with a non-func-
tioning parliament in this pandemic.

People are unable to visit loved ones in 
other districts, while even those in elderly 
care homes have been cut off from their 
family members.

Even during these tough times, we still 
hear of projects that will cause environ-
mental harm, whether it is forest clearings, 
land grabs or land reclamation that will dis-
place fisher folk.

All this should shake us out of our stupor. 
Our development model has pursued profit 
over people and the planet, while leaving 
many others marginalised and vulnerable. 

At times like this, we can reflect on the 
futility of all those mega-projects – now 
largely empty monuments and towers that 
once made us proud that we had ‘arrived’.

These lockdowns should also make us 
reflect on our role in the world and what 
really matters in life. If we are not the salt 
of the earth, then our life is in vain.

As Ecclesiastes 1:2 puts it: “Vanity of 

vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vani-
ties; all is vanity.”

Or as another version of Scriptures puts 
it:

2 Sheer futility, Qoheleth says. 
Sheer futility: everything is futile!

3 What profit can we show for all 
our toil, toiling under the sun?

4 A generation, a generation comes, 
yet the earth stands firm for ever. 

5 The sun rises, the sun sets; then to 
its place it speeds and there it rises.

6 Southward goes the wind, then 
turns to the north; it turns and turns 
again; then back to its circling goes 
the wind.

7 Into the sea go all the rivers, and 
yet the sea is never filled, and still to 
their goal the rivers go.
Yet, even this should be updated as sea 

levels rise with climate change, and even 
places like Jakarta are sinking. Such is the 
level of ruin that humanity has brought 
unto the world that it has upset the estab-
lished natural order.

Often, the ego gets in the way or perhaps 
illusions of grandeur and power colour our 
thinking, as in the account of the Tower of 
Babel. Worldly leaders often like to leave a 
legacy behind, often in the shape of monu-
ments or mega-projects to match their egos. 

But all this is vanity and sheer futil-
ity as, in a generation or two, most of us 

will be forgotten except for the butchers, 
rogues and scoundrels of history and those 
who have made exceptional contributions 
to humanity. In Genesis, even the name 
Abel meant vapour or breath or vanity in 
Hebrew, a fleeting existence that was gone 
in a puff, thanks to Cain. 

11 No memory remains of the past, 
and so it will be for the centuries to 
come — they will not be remembered 
by their successors.
This may be sobering, even depress-

ing, but it should give us added impetus to 
work for a higher order in society, if our 
life is not to be meaningless, in pursuit of 
worldly glory.  

There can be no more meaningful pur-
suit than to ensure that our work and in-
teractions further the kingdom that Jesus 
heralded, for which the Holy Spirit pro-
vided the spark, the fire. We can do that in 
our own little way, quietly and without any 
show.  

This kingdom would be built on a foun-
dation of love, justice, compassion, heal-
ing (for both people and the planet – “the 
cry of the poor, the cry of the Earth”). It 
involves building a world that is inclusive 
where the last shall be the first and every-
thing is interconnected, in harmony with 
each other and with nature/the ecosystem.

And so, the perfect ‘antidote’ for any 
melancholy after reading Ecclesiastes dur-

ing this lockdown is to reflect on our role in 
building this kingdom, as spelt out in this 
abridged version of the prayer of Oscar 
Romero:

It helps, now and then, to step back 
and take a long view.

The Kingdom is not only beyond our 
efforts,

it is even beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a 

tiny fraction
of the magnificent enterprise that is 

God's work.
Nothing we do is complete,
which is a way of saying that the 

Kingdom always lies beyond us….
This is what we are about.
We plant the seeds that one day will 

grow.
We water seeds already planted,
knowing that they hold future 

promise.
We lay foundations that will need 

further development.
We provide yeast that produces 

effects far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything,
and there is a sense of liberation in 

realising that.
This enables us to do something,
and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a 

beginning, a step along the way,
an opportunity for the Lord's grace 

to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results,
but that is the difference between the 

master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders;
ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future that is 

not our own.

Vanity of  vanities?
Sunday Observer

By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

At the end of the Book of Job, God ad-
dressed Job out of a storm and asked 

him if he was present when God created 
the world. In today’s first reading God 
speaks about the creation and confining of 
the sea. In the Gospel, Jesus quiets a storm, 
and the disciples ask, “Who is this Whom 
even the wind and sea obey?”

Insurance companies use a term to de-
scribe an uncontrollable natural force.  
They call this an act of God.  That is an 
unfortunate term.  It assumes that God 
causes nature to do harm to people. God 
does not do evil things to people. People 
do evil things to people. Pope Francis, in 
the encyclical Laudato Si’, On Care for 
our Common Home, directs us to discover 
and prevent any catastrophe that could 
rightly be called an Act of Man. 

Natural catastrophes are events that we 
are very much aware of here in Florida. We 
are always keeping an eye on the weather 
and how it will affect the waters around us. 
We have to have a lot of respect for stormy 
weather, particularly when a hurricane 
threatens. Here at St Ignatius, we either 
have hurricane windows, or wood or metal 
doors and windows to protect the church 
and all of our buildings. Hopefully, you 
have all made provisions to protect your 
homes also.

As careful as people have to be with 
their property that is on land, they have to 
be far more careful with that which is on 
the water. Boats have got to be secured.  
Trying to stay afloat during a major storm 
is foolish unless you are in a really large 
ship.

The ancients also had a healthy respect 
for the sea and for storms out on the sea. 
The ancients saw the sea as one of the 
most powerful forces in the world. They 
also saw it as a source of beauty. Life itself 
came from the sea. Food comes from the 
sea. Peace and serenity come from look-

ing at the sea. If you don’t believe me then 
you haven’t gone out to watch a sunset re-
cently.

Even though it was such a powerful 
force, the ancients knew that God could 
control the sea. In the Book of Job, Job’s 
pains lead him to question God’s wisdom 
and power. God challenges Job with the 
simple statement in the first reading for 
this Sunday: “I closed up the sea.” God has 
even more power than the sea.

The fear of a storm at sea was too much 
for Jesus’ disciples in today’s Gospel read-
ing. Many of them were fishermen. They 
were terrorised when they saw the storm 
coming. When Jesus quieted the sea and 
the winds, they recognised the power of 
God working through him. Their question: 
“Who is this that calms the storm and the 
winds?” was similar to asking, “Who is the 
King of Glory?”

First, though, their faith was tried.  Re-
member, when the storm came up, Jesus 
was asleep in the boat. It appeared that 
He was not concerned with their plight. 
It seemed that they had to ride out this 
storm alone. The fear that the disciples 
had is the same fear that we all have when 
we are confronted with a crisis. We find 
out that we have a serious illness, and we 
become fearful for our lives and for our 
loved ones. We learn a terrible truth about 
one of our relatives or friends, and we fear 
that their lives and even our own reputa-

tions will be shattered. We often have to 
accept a change in our lives. Even changes 
as routine as moving from Middle School 
to High School, or High School to college, 
or college to independent life as a young 
adult can be frightening. We consider mar-
riage and our responsibilities to a person 
we love, and then we consider our respon-
sibilities to the people that we bring into 
the world, and we fear that we might not be 
up to the challenges of life. We fear that we 
are alone. But we are not alone.  God sees.  
God knows. He’s there in the boat of life 
with us as the storms rage. He challenges 
us as Jesus challenged his disciples, “Why 
are you afraid? Where is your faith?” Our 
all-loving God is also an all-powerful God.  
He will calm the sea for us if we trust in 
Him. God does not forget us, even if we 
think He is sleeping.

Perhaps today’s readings are not about 
nature after all. They are about God, the 
One who created the universe and cares for 
each one of us as an only child. He calls 
upon us to have faith that the Conqueror of 
the seas and of all chaos will help us grow 
closer to Him through all the challenges of 
our lives. — By Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

12th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Job 38:1, 8-11;

2 Corinthians 5:14-17;
Gospel: Mark 4:35-41

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

 Twelfth Sunday: God Over Nature
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Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you, dear People of God. 
We celebrate the three heroes of our faith John 
the Baptist, Peter and Paul, next week. They 
pointed out the Promised One to the repentant, 
the Jews and the Gentiles. We thank God for 
the many who point us to the Way, the Truth 
and the Life.

Critical times are here. The older generation 
liken these times to the war times. No work, 
no money, no food, and how they survived on 
tapioca. Those days are back. Clashes, fights, 
quarrels among neighbours are on the rise. Peo-
ple are edgy and quick to violence. There are 
more reports of domestic violence and more 
demands for online counselling services. The 
young are becoming bored, glued to their elec-
tronic devices and becoming more anti-social. 
Prices of goods are soaring. About 142 hospi-
tals are in need of emergency and life-saving 
equipment. The BIDs or “brought in dead” has 
been increasing. Critical times demand sacri-
fice and prioritisation in decision-making. 
1.0 A Thought for the Week: 
Light! Friend or Foe?
The Simon Community runs night-shelters for 
down-and-outs. Each night, volunteers bring 
soup and sandwiches to those who, for one 
reason or another, do not want to come to the 
shelters. They go looking for them in derelict 
buildings and such places. The most important 
aid they take with them is a torch because of-
ten, there is no light where the down-and-outs 
live. Most of the down-and-outs receive the 
volunteers as friends. But some refuse to have 

anything to do with them. The volunteers can 
tell at once which group they are dealing with 
by their reaction to the light.

Some welcome the light. Others fear it. 
You could say that the light judges them, in 
the sense that it shows up the darkness in their 
lives – the darkness of alcoholism, misery, 
hopelessness, crime. 

But the light doesn’t come to judge them. It 
comes as a friend, to brighten up their lives, to 
comfort them.
Something to think about: Light is not afraid 
of the dark. Darkness shies away or withdraws 
from the light. When light is absent, darkness 
extends its domain. What is your response to 
the light? 
What is it that is revealed when light is shone 
on you?
Jesus said: I am the Light of the world. Who-
ever follows Me will never walk in darkness. 
(Jn 8:12)
Martin Luther King Jr: “Darkness cannot 
drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” 

2. 0 Announcements for this Week:
2.1 The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Ma-
laysia, Singapore & Brunei, or CBCMSB will 
miss the gentle and witty ways of the departed 
Cardinal Cornelius Sim, whose funeral was 
on June 15, last Tuesday. May his soul rest in 
peace.
2.2 The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
Malaysia (CBCM) has pledged RM1 million 
to the Malaysia Solidarity COVID-19 Fund 

spearheaded by the Tzu Chi Foundation Ma-
laysia and jointly supported by multi-ethnic 
and multi-faith organisations. This is an emer-
gency fund in response to the urgent call for 
help from our public hospitals and healthcare 
professionals to supply life-saving equipment 
for 142 hospitals. The estimated need amounts 
to RM10 million.

Your donations are welcome, and can be 
channelled to TZU CHI FOUNDATION 
MALAYSIA’s bank account (Malayan Bank-
ing Bhd 5124 9112 5866) or 

FPX & Credit Card https://onlinedonation.
tzuchi.my/ 

This fund is for a specific purpose and need; 
and will cease by the end of June 2021.
2.3 Caritas Diocese of Malacca Johore has 
initiated a “Food Aid/ Bantuan Dapur” for 
those affected by the June MCO lockdown. 
Parishes are operating food banks, with BECs 
serving as frontliners. Register with the online 
forms provided. As Catholics, look out for the 
Friends in Need  (FIN) and help them to con-
nect.

3.0 This Week’s Question & Query 
The Q asks: The recommended model? The 
Synodal Church? What is it?
1. It is a return to Second Vatican Council ec-
clesiology. Pope Francis proposes the SYN-
ODAL MODEL of the Church. It is a Church 
rooted in a faith encounter with Jesus Christ, 
committed to His mission and the appropri-
ate structural change to respond to a changed 
world.

2. The focus is on the Church as the People 
of God, characterised by collegiality and con-
ciliarity. Beyond episcopal participation, this 
model highlights the role of all the baptised as 
priest, prophet and king, and the sense of the 
faithful. It includes the voice of the poor and 
popular piety; the offering of a more inclusive, 
participative and conversational space where 
individuals and communities can share their 
experiences, and negotiate their own identities 
with integrity today. 
3. It is an “inverted pyramid” model of Church, 
a revolutionary paradigm shift which values 
decentralisation and subsidiarity, consultation 
and open debate, dialogue internally and with 
our culture, the faithful share in Church teach-
ing and governance.

It retains “communal discernment”, the abil-
ity to distinguish critically between mere fads 
and whispers of the Holy Spirit that are authen-
tic. It brings back the ancient mode of teaching, 
the ongoing conversation between bishops, 
theologians and the faithful, all with their dis-
tinctive and irreplaceable role. (Pope Francis 
and Church Reform, The Way Oct 2020, p.107)

Let us continue to build God’s Kingdom to-
gether. Read the signs of the times. God is say-
ing something. Continue to be safe and keep 
one another safe.

Bishop Bernard Paul
June 18, 2021

Click here to watch the video

MJD News Update #44Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

Bishop Sebastian Francis gives 
an orientation of PMPC 2026
Dear Disciples of Jesus Christ, mem-
bers of the Clergy, members of the 
religious communities and dear lay 
faithful,

I want you to rewind to 2000 years 
ago. As you know, Pentecost gave 
birth both to the Church and to Mis-
sion. 

What do we mean by mission? The 
proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ continues. And this procla-
mation of the Gospel is because of 
the missionary mandate that Jesus 
gave to the Apostles, particularly, 
and through them, to the disciples. 
Incidentally, today’s daily reading at 
Mass is already speaking of the first 
Council of Jerusalem, which took 
place in the year 48 AD. Peter was 
there, Paul was there and the Apostles 
were there.  

Important decisions had to be 
made regarding evangelisation be-
cause the Gospel was spreading be-
yond Jerusalem.  So, the key question 
was — what was the Holy Spirit say-
ing to the Church 2000 years ago at 
the very first Council of Jerusalem?

Let us fast forward from the Coun-
cil of Jerusalem to 1965, the end of 
Vatican Council II. And there too, 
Pope Paul VI, together with the bish-
ops from all over the world, gathered 
and asked the very same question. 
What is that question? What is the 
Holy Spirit saying to the Church in 
1965?

Let’s fast forward again and come 
to 1976, eleven years after Vatican 
Council II.  The Church of Peninsular 
Malaysia met right here in Penang, 
together with the bishops and all the 

priests in what is famously called 
the Aggiornamento of 1976. Inci-
dentally, Aggiornamento means ‘re-
newal’. And asked the same question 
– what is the Holy Spirit saying to the 
Church in Semenanjung Malaysia?

Fast forward again. In May 2016, 
the Penang Diocesan Synod asked 
the same question – what is the Holy 
Spirit saying to the Church in the Di-
ocese of Penang. We had our Dioc-
esan Synod and I gave a conclusion 
with 12 points to focus on the Vision 
and Mission to the Church in the Dio-
cese of Penang.

That same year, in August, the Pen-
insular Malaysia Pastoral Convention 
4 met in Majodi, Johore. This time, 
Archbishop Julian Leow, Bishop 
Bernard Paul and I were playing the 
role of shepherds. We gathered and 
asked again the same question.  The 
question never changes. What is the 
Holy Spirit saying to the Church in 
Semenanjung Malaysia? And we 
came out with these three, I would 
call it, sacred words. The Holy Spirit 
wants a Church in Semenanjung Ma-
laysia that is  INCLUSIVE, CREA-
TIVE and BRIDGE-BUILDING. 

We are still trying to figure that out, 
to live that out.

The best preparation the Holy 
Spirit gave to us to prepare for COV-
ID-19 was to tell us point blank – I 
want a Church in Semenanjung Ma-
laysia that is creative, inclusive and 
bridge-building. I think these three 
words have prepared us generally 
to face the challenges of COVID-19 
more than anything else.

So now I want to fast forward to 
the year 2026. That is my main inten-
tion now. To ask all of us to be of one 
mind, be of one heart, to have one 
focus. We are going to gather soon – 
no more as Semenanjung Malaysia. 
Come the year 2026, we are going to 
have the Pan Malaysia Pastoral Con-
vention and, this time, we are going 
to ask the same question – what is the 
Holy Spirit saying to the Church in 
Malaysia as a whole – Sarawak, Sa-
bah and Semenanjung? It is no more 
about from Perlis to Johor Bahru, but 
from Perlis to Johor Bahru and to Sa-
bah and Sarawak. And we are going 
to go through a very simple, clear and 
systematic process to prepare all of us 
for 2026, in order to answer the  ques-

tion what is the HOLY SPIRIT say-
ing to the Church now, to the whole 
of Malaysia?

We are inviting you to be inclu-
sive, to include Sabah and Sarawak 
and to grow and journey with them. 
We are asking you to find creative 
ways to build bridges with Sabah 
and Sarawak. Of course, many of 
them are right here in our dioceses, 
but we are talking about building 
bridges with the Church of Sabah and 
Sarawak. So, we are going to move 
together as Nine Dioceses this time. 

The organising team has prepared 
the process and the content of how 
we are going to move forward. We 
are going to focus on four areas to 
find creative means to show our con-
cern for:

1) Our family
2) The Church as a whole
3) Malaysian society - realities
4) Ecology
I just want to finish with an image I 

have been reflecting on.
a)  Whenever I look at a statue 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, she 
is always with her hands folded 
and she is always at prayer. I 
want to entrust this whole move-
ment to the Virgin Mary whose 
hands are always folded in 
prayer. I want to tell you that, as 
long as the Blessed Virgin Mary 
is praying and interceding for us, 
we will move in the right direc-
tion, because her prayers will be 
answered for us. And may this 
gesture be the gesture of building 
bridges. We build bridges even 
in prayer and in intercession. 

As one Malaysian Church with 
three entities, Sabah, Sarawak 
and Semenanjung.
b) Whenever we look at the 
Cross, we see Jesus’ hands out-
stretched. For me, it is a gesture 
of being inclusive. He is embrac-
ing the whole world, the whole 
nation and the whole Church of 
Malaysia. 
c) When I think of the image of 
the Holy Spirit, this is how we 
pray for each one of you. We 
pray over one another for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
There is nothing more creative 
than the Holy Spirit
So, I urge you to be ready:
1) To be creative because the Holy 

Spirit is creative
2) To include Sabah, Sarawak 

and Semenanjung and to think as 
one Malaysian Church. Jesus on the 
Cross is inclusive. The father when 
he welcomed the prodigal son, his 
hands were outstretched too, and em-
braced his son. So I urge you to be 
inclusive;

3) To be bridge builders like Mary 
with praying hands that will inter-
cede for one another.

So let us move confidently be-
cause, believe me, the Church is be-
ing led primarily by the Holy Spirit.  
All of us, bishops, priests, deacons, 
consecrated men and women (reli-
gious brothers and sisters), as well as 
lay faithful, we are going to move to-
gether under the primary leadership 
of the Holy Spirit and the secondary 
leadership of your shepherds – the 
nine bishops of Malaysia.  Amen.

This is the transcript of a 
video-sharing that Bishop 
Sebastian Francis gave on 
the orientation of the Pan 
Malaysia Pastoral Convention 
(PMPC) to be held in 2026.

For the first time, all 
the nine Arch/Dioceses in 
Malaysia will come together 
to plan the way forward for 
the Malaysian Church.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Dm2jVaFiHk


Pilgrimage psalms or Songs of Ascent 
are recited by pilgrims going up to Je-

rusalem for pilgrimage feasts or hag. Four 
levels of this going up to Jerusalem can be 
discerned: the physical journey, the reliv-
ing of the first ascent from Egypt at the Ex-
odus, the ascent from Babylon at the return 
from the exile, the anticipation of the final 
ascent of all nations at the end of time. 

Songs of Ascent (2) Ps 121 (122) DO 
(Everyday Prayer) Wk 4 Sun Ev Pr. I pg 
605; Dedication of a Church – pg 978; 
Common of the BVM pg 992. 

The pilgrims have reached Jerusalem 
after a hazardous journey. Imagine these 
villagers or farmers coming to the gates 
of the city, gazing at the buildings, the 
palace, the streets and the Temple in the 
middle. They are spellbound as they see a 
city “strongly compact” (in Hebrew “well 
united together”). They are filled with joy, 

for here is where the Temple is, the house 
of the Lord. This is where God dwells. 
The psalmist plays on words like ‘shalom’ 
and ‘Jerushalaim’ = City of Peace. The 
city is the place where unity (“strongly 
compact”), peace (“shalom”), “law” and 
“judgement” are found. The scattered 
tribes will be reunited in peace and har-
mony. We can understand why Jerusalem 
was so important for the Jews. It will be 
the symbol of a reunited Israel.

For his part, Jesus loved the Father’s 
house, the Temple. Even at the age of 
twelve he stayed back leaving his par-
ents searching anxiously. We can picture 
him going up to Jerusalem every year and 
singing these psalms of ascent. He cried 
over that city. He wanted them to repent 
in unity and peace – a city that had killed 
its prophets. He will enter the city as a 
King, and here he will institute the Blessed 

Eucharist, he will die and rise again. It is 
here that the Church will blossom out with 
Pentecost.

We pray this psalm on Saturday even-
ing as we prepare for the Sunday Eucharist 
where we will gather as one united body 
greeting each other with ‘Shalom’. The 
Church also uses this psalm during the 
Dedication of a Church. This is because 
Jerusalem and the Temple are now the 
Church. The Church is also the symbol of 
the Heavenly Jerusalem at the end of time. 
For the Anniversary of the Dedication of 
the Church, the prayer after communion 
reads, “O God, who chose to foreshadow 
for us the heavenly Jerusalem through the 
sign of your Church on earth...” We pray 
that the Church will be instrumental in 
bringing about the unity, joy and peace 
that was the longing of the Eternal King of 
Peace, the Messiah. We recite this psalm 

for the love of all the peoples of the world 
(“my brethren, my friends”), as we pray 
for peace. 

And finally, let us also remember that 
the Church prays this psalm on the feasts 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Why? Be-
cause she is the Mother of the Church. 
The biblical title ‘Daughter of Jerusalem 
(Sion)’ will later be applied to her in the 
liturgy. Mary, like the Church, thus sym-
bolizes Jerusalem. Another pilgrimage 
psalm 126 (127) has an antiphon in the 
Evening Prayer II (DO. pg 952) on the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, 
“You are the glory of Jerusalem, you are 
the joy of Israel! You are the highest hon-
our of our race.” Read Ps 121(122) again 
seeing Jerusalem as a physical reality, as a 
symbol of the heavenly throne of God and 
a symbol of the Church and of Mary. — 
By Msgr James Gnanapiragasam

Pilgrimage Psalms – Journeying to the Temple of the Lord

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Gospels show us how prayer was 
fundamental in the relationship between 
Jesus and his disciples. This can already 
be seen in the choice of those who would 
later become the Apostles. Luke places 
their election in a precise context of prayer, 
and he says: “In these days he went out 
to the mountain to pray; and all night he 
continued in prayer to God. And when it 
was day, he called his disciples, and chose 

from them twelve, whom he named apos-
tles” (6:12-13). Jesus chooses them after 
a night of prayer. It seems that there is no 
criterion in this choice other than prayer, 
the dialogue of Jesus with the Father. Judg-
ing from how those men were to behave, 
it would seem that the choice was not the 
best, as they all fled, they left him alone 
before the Passion; but it is precisely this, 
especially the presence of Judas, the fu-
ture betrayer, that demonstrates that those 
names were inscribed in God’s plan.

Prayer on behalf of his friends continually 
resurfaces in the life of Jesus. The Apos-

tles sometimes become a cause of concern 
for him, but  as he had received them from 
the Father, after prayer, Jesus carries them 
in his heart, even in their errors, even when 
they fall. In all this we discover how Jesus 
was both teacher and friend, always willing 
to wait patiently for the disciples’ conversion. 
The highest point of this patient waiting is the 
“web” of love that Jesus weaves around Peter. 
At the Last Supper He says to him: “Simon, 

Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, 
that he might sift you like wheat, but I have 
prayed for you that your faith may not fail; 
and when you have turned again, strengthen 
your brethren” (Lk 22:31-32). It is impressive 
to know that at that moment, during the time 
of weakness, Jesus’ love does not cease. “But 
father, if I am in mortal sin, does Jesus love 
me?” — “Yes” — “And does Jesus continue 
to love me?” — “Yes” — “But if I have done 
worse things, and committed many sins … 
does Jesus continue to love me?” — “Yes”. 

Jesus’ love and prayer for each one of us does 
not cease but, rather, becomes more intense, 
and we are at the centre of his prayer! We 
must always keep this in mind: Jesus prays 
for me, he is praying now before the Father 
and makes him see the wounds he carried 
with him, to show the Father the price of our 
salvation. This  is the love that he holds for 
us. But in this moment, let each one of us, 
let us think: in this moment, is Jesus praying 
for me? Yes. This is a great certainty that we 
must have.

Jesus’ prayer returns punctually at a cru-
cial time of his journey, that of the veri-

fication of his disciples’ faith. Let us listen 
again to the evangelist Luke: “As [Jesus] 
was praying alone, the disciples were with 
him; and he asked them, ‘Who do the people 
say that I am?’ And they answered, ‘John the 
Baptist; but others say, Eli’jah, and others, 
that one of the old prophets has risen’. And 
he asked them, ‘But who do you say that I 
am?’ And Peter answered, on behalf of them 
all, ‘The Christ of God’. But he charged 
and commanded them tell this to no one” 
(9:18-21). The great turning points of Jesus’ 
mission are always preceded by prayer, but 
not just in passing, but rather by intense, 
prolonged prayer. There is always prayer 

in those moments. This test of faith seems 
to be the goal, but instead, it is a renewed 
starting point for the disciples, because from 
then on, it is as if Jesus took on a new tone in 
his mission, speaking openly to them of his 
passion, death and resurrection.

With this prospect, which gives rise in-
stinctively to repulsion, both in the disciples 
and in we who read the Gospel, prayer is the 
only source of light and strength. It is neces-
sary to pray more intensely, every time the 
road takes an uphill turn.

And indeed, after announcing to the dis-
ciples what awaits him in Jerusalem, the 
episode of the Transfiguration takes place. 
Jesus “took with him Peter and John and 
James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 

And as He was praying, the appearance of 
his countenance was altered, and his rai-
ment became dazzling white. And behold, 
two men talked with him, Moses and Eli-
jah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his 
departure, which he was to accomplish at 
Jerusalem” (9:28-31), that is, the Passion. 
Therefore, this anticipated manifestation of 
the glory of Jesus took place in prayer, while 
the Son was immersed in communion with 
the Father and fully consented to his will of 
love, to his plan of salvation. And out of that 
prayer came a clear word for the three disci-
ples involved: “This is my Son, my Chosen; 
listen to him” (Lk 9:35). From prayer comes 
the invitation to listen to Jesus, always from 
prayer.    

From this quick journey through the Gos-
pel, we learn that Jesus not only wants us 

to pray as he prays, but assures us that, even 
if our attempts at prayer are completely vain 
and ineffective, we can always count on his 
prayer. We must be aware of this: Jesus prays 
for me. Once, a good bishop told me that in 
a very bad moment in his life, a great trial, a 
moment of darkness, he looked up in the Ba-
silica and saw this phrase written: “I, Peter, 
will pray for you”. And this gave him strength 
and comfort. And this happens every time that 
each of us knows that Jesus prays for him or 
for her. Jesus prays for us. In this moment, in 
this very moment. Do this memory exercise, 
repeat this. When there is a difficulty, when 
you feel the orbital pull of distractions: Jesus 
is praying for me. But, father, is this true? It 
is true! He said it himself. Let us not forget 
that what sustains each of us in life is Jesus’ 
prayer for every one of us, with our first and 
last name, before the Father, showing him the 
wounds that are the price of our salvation.

Even if our prayers were only stuttering, if 
they were compromised by a wavering faith, 
we must never cease to trust in him: I do not 
know how to pray but he prays for me. Sup-
ported by Jesus’ prayer, our timid prayers rise 
on eagles’ wings and soar up to Heaven. Do 
not forget: Jesus is praying for me. Now? 
Now. In the moment of trial, in the moment of 
sin, even in that moment, Jesus is praying for 
me with so much love.— vatican.va

Catechesis on prayer by Pope Francis

On the mount of the Transfiguration, Peter, 
James and John then see the Lord in prayer, 
revealed in his glory as the beloved Son of 
the Father.

Jesus continually prays for his friends

Turning points of Jesus’ mission are always preceded by prayer

We can always count  
on Jesus’ prayer

Jesus, model and 
soul of  all prayer 

Reflecting on the Psalms
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Kota Kinabalu Cathedral 
participates in Global Rosary Relay 

KUALA LUMPUR: “Imitate the 
love of Jesus. Be that heart of Je-
sus. Be that heart that loves, be 
that heart that cares.”

Fr Christopher W. Soosaipil-
lai said this at the evening Mass 
celebrating the Solemnity of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 
11, the culmination of the feast-
day triduum at the Church of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. In view of 
the current restrictions on public 
gatherings, this year’s celebra-
tions were live streamed via sa-
credheartkl’s YouTube channel. 
The actual feastday Mass gar-
nered 5,100 views.

Expounding on the sub-theme 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Fountain 
of Unconditional Love, Fr Chris 
said that the statue of the Sacred 
Heart with His outstretched hands 
symbolises Jesus’ unlimited and 
unconditional love. This love 
came from His Father. Jesus gave 
us blessings and love from the 

Father, and also from Mary, who 
nurtured Jesus in her womb.

“God sent Jesus, His Only Be-
gotten Son, into the world to share 
His Father’s love to all. Even on 
the Cross, Jesus still loved us 
with an unconditional and inex-

haustible love, despite the hatred 
thrown at Him. Jesus continues 
to love us with His Sacred Heart, 
despite our sinning. He does not 
reject us.” In His goodness Jesus 
wants to bring His love to us. As 
humans, we want more and more. 

We complain and we get angry. 
But if that anger continues and 
love seems far away, Fr Chris said 
it means Jesus is not within us.

Fr Chris, parish priest of the 
Good Shepherd Church in Seta-
pak, urged everyone to wake up  
and experience the love of the 
Heart of Jesus and in turn become 
a joy to others. We are called to 
imitate Jesus and to love totally 
as He did. The lance pierced His 
side, and blood and water gushed 
out in a fountain of unconditional 
love and mercy. “Pray you will 
experience Jesus’ unconditional 
love and embrace His love and 
become the heart of Jesus to oth-
ers. Have a forgiving heart. Look 
at your neighbours and share 
love. If we have the heart and love 
of Jesus in us, we will be able to 
do good and reject all negativity. 
Pray for others and bring good-
ness to them,” Fr Chris conclud-
ed. 

There was also a short Eucharis-
tic Exposition after Mass, which 
concluded with Benediction.  

The concelebrant, Fr Simon 
Lau, who is also the SHJ Assistant 
Parish priest, in his short address 
thanked God for making this cel-
ebration possible, even though 
different (no physical gathering 
in church). On behalf of Fr Edwin 
Peter and Archbishop Emeritus 
Murphy Pakiam, he thanked Fr 
Chris and all involved in this cel-
ebration, and everyone at home. 
“We still celebrate as one parish 
and as one community.”

On Day 1 of the Triduum (June 
9), Fr Albet Arockiasamy was 
the preacher with the sub-theme 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Sanctu-
ary of Hope. On Day 2 of the 
Triduum (June 10), Fr Clement 
Lim preached on the sub-theme 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Drawn to 
Thee With Complete Trust. — By        
Bernard Anthony

KOTA KINABALU: For the sec-
ond year in a row, Sacred Heart 
Cathedral has become the par-
ticipating prayer location in Ma-
laysia for the Global Rosary Re-
lay organised by the Worldpriest 
movement, whose founder and 
CEO is Marion Mulhall.

On June 11, the Feast of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
the World Day of Prayer for the 
Sanctification of Priests, around 
one thousand Malaysians gath-
ered virtually to participate in the 
recitation of the Holy Rosary and 
to pray for their priests. 

The celebration was held at the 
Sacred Heart Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel in Kota Kinabalu.

Initially, this event was sup-
posed to be held in the main Ca-
thedral and open for parishion-
ers to come together physically 
to participate in this meaningful 
event. However, with the SOPs 
and stringent roadblocks in Sa-
bah, the event was limited only to 
the presence of the parish priest of 
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Fr Paul 
Lo, and his assistants, Fr Russell 
Lawrine, Fr Sunny Chung, Fr Sai-

mon William and Fr Joshua Liew.
The evening began with Fr Paul 

Lo greeting the viewers online 
and thanking the previous prayer 
location, St Pius X on Dudley 
Road in Edgewood, Kentucky, 
USA, who passed on the prayer 
“baton” to our parish. Then the 
exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment took place. Fr Liew led the 
vespers, followed by the procla-

mation of the Gospel and the re-
flection by Fr Lo.

In his reflection, he shared on 
the Gospel of John, narrating the 
crucifixion and death of Jesus, 
saying that the self-giving sac-
rifice of Jesus on the Cross is a 
reflection of what all priests are 
called to do.

He further shared on how we 
are all called to be like the two 

figures at the foot of the Cross, 
Mary and John, who contemplat-
ed the Cross of Christ.

He emphasised the importance 
of coming together to pray for 
the sanctification of our priests, 
that they may always come out 
of themselves and their comfort 
zones, having more compassion 
and giving themselves to the peo-
ple as Jesus Christ did.

This was followed by the reci-
tation of the Holy Rosary, as Fr 
Chung led everyone to meditate 
on the Sorrowful Mysteries.

After the benediction, Fr Lo 
thanked all who had anticipat-
ed in the virtual event and an-
nounced that next year’s Global 
Rosary Relay will be held on 24 
June 2022, the Feast of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. He then 
passed on the prayer “baton” to 
St Dominic’s Church, Pakistan.

It was unfortunate that no pa-
rishioners were able to be present 
physically at the church to pray 
for our priests. But thankfully, we 
could still come together virtually 
from near and far, and be united 
as Catholics in this nation to en-
circle the world with prayers for 
the ones whom our Lord loves 
– His priests. May all priests, es-
pecially those in the Archdiocese 
of Kota Kinabalu, be shepherds 
after the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, burning with love for the 
Church.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, we 
place all our trust in You! — By 
Aline Lim, Catholic Sabah

Fr Sunny Chung leading the participants to meditate on the Sorrowful Mysteries. (CS photo)

KUALA LUMPUR: Archbishop 
Julian Leow celebrated the World 
Day of Prayer for the Sanctifica-
tion of Priests at the Church of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 
11. 

Archbishop Leow spoke about 
the devotion to the Sacred Heart 
which emphasises the humility 
of Jesus; his heart of mercy and 
divinity. He invited the faithful 
to connect the life of Christ to 
the unprecedented time that we 
are facing now, especially during 
this pandemic, and to how we are 
called to respond to this time of 

grace which has been given to us, 
and in responding to give, to em-
brace and pray for one another.

Priests must emanate humility 
and God’s love to the people in 
their ministry, just as Jesus did. 
He said it’s a call for the priests, 
during this time of restrictions 
and separation from the peo-
ple, to reflect on a life of humil-
ity and mission, and to continue 
to pray for unity. He also asked 
the priests and the faithful to re-
connect with one another as this 
solemnity gives us guidance and 
an opportunity to heal our bro-

kenness. With the confidence that 
the wounded heart of Jesus will 
heal us, he concluded that we are 
reminded to imitate the heart of 
Jesus.

Even with the current restric-
tive circumstances, the Mass was 
live streamed to the parishioners 
and to many other online view-
ers via the parish Youtube site 
by the ministry of the parish and 
supported by the Archdiocesan 
Vocation Promotion Team. Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament 
was held before the Mass. — By 
Cecilia Grace Robert

Priests called to live a life of humility just as Christ did

Fr Christopher Soosaipillai celebrating the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Je-
sus, con-celebrating with him, Fr Simon Lau on June 11, 2021.

Archbishop Julian Leow celebrating World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification 
of Priests at the Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 11, 2021.

Be the heart of Jesus to everyone
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All are called 
to holiness

PENANG: The Sanctification of 
Priests, held every year during the So-
lemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, was telecast live by the Church 
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary via Facebook live on June 11.

The World Day of Prayer for the 
Sanctification of Priests was estab-
lished by St John Paul II in 2002 and 
encourages priests to reflect on the 
importance and dignity of their voca-
tion.

Fr Dominic Santhiyagu expressed 
his gratefulness to be able to gather 
online and pray for the sanctity of 
priests and laity, for healing for and 

an end to the COVID pandemic. 
The FB live event began with the 

prayer for priests led by Fr Vincent 
Paul, followed by the proclamation 
of the Gospel by Msgr Henry Rajoo. 

In his short sharing; Fr Joe Stephen 
CSsR stressed the challenges priests 
face from the world and society and 
the need to stay connected in a world 
that’s constantly changing. He urged 
priests and the laity to use the gifts 
God has entrusted to them the best 
they can. “Whether we are priests 
or laity, we are all called to holiness 
and we must continue to use this gra-
tuitous gift from God and  look to the 

example of Jesus Christ and Mother 
Mary as our models”. Being holy 
doesn’t mean that we don’t make 
mistakes; it means that we continue to 
strive for holiness in spite of our limi-
tations and human weaknesses. 

The Sorrowful Mystery was re-
cited by Fr Damian, Fr William Mi-
chael, Fr Michael Teng, Fr Anthony 
Liew and Fr Ryan Innas Muthu. Each 
decade was followed by a prayer for 
all priests.

Bishop Sebastian Francis, con-
cluded the live event with blessing 
for all priests and laity. — By Jaclyn 
Sharmelee

In recent weeks, the posi-
tive developments in the production 
of COVID-19 vaccines have stirred 
excitement but also hesitance in 
some quarters regarding the safety of 
the vaccines. Many have expressed 
a range of emotions and opinions 
regarding the vaccine. Most of the 
priests in the Diocese of Sibu have 
already completed their COVID-19 
vaccinations in May and early June. 
This is their way of being examples 

to the faithful to not hesitate to be 
vaccinated. 

Even Bishop Emeritus Dominic 
Su has received the vaccine. Bishop 
Joseph Hii will be vaccinated soon. 
Among the priests who have already 
received the vaccine are Fr Fabian 
Kong and Fr James Ting in Sarikei, 
Fr Philip Obaso in Kapit, Fr Paul 

Ling Keh Yiing, lecturer of St Pe-
ter's College, Capuchins Fr Raphael 
Samosir and Fr Rawi Alexander, Fr 
Cruzito Manding a Redemptorist 
serving in the Diocese, Fr Joseph 
Sebastian in Mukah, Fr Ivan Fang 
MHM of St Joseph’s Mission Ani-
mation Centre and Fr Philip Hu of 
Sacred Heart Cathedral.

As the diocese is spread 
out over several districts, it is dif-
ficult to get all the members of 
the clergy vaccinated at the same 
time. Though a request was sub-
mitted to the government to get all 
members of the clergy vaccinated,  

the diocese has not received a re-
ply yet. At the moment, some of 
the clergy in some districts have 
been vaccinated. 

However, there is no synchro-
nisation and the vaccinations de-
pend on the district chairman.

Members of the clergy vaccinated in Sibu and Miri

Fr Philip Obaso, MHM

Fr Joseph Sebastian with the nurses.

Fr Philip EmpalahFr Michael Sia

SIBU MIRI

KUCHING: More than half of the 
presbyterium have completed at 
least one dose of the vaccine. They 
received the vaccination in their re-
spective parishes all over the Arch-
diocese, Archbishop Simon Poh 
shared.  

“In general, the Sarawak State 
Disaster Management Committee 
(SDMC) and Unit for Other Reli-
gions (UNIFOR) have recognised 
that the various religious leaders, 
pastors and priests are taking care of 

the faithful at funerals and burials, 
which are potentially high expo-
sure religious events that can start 
new clusters and are therefore in a 
vulnerable position. Accordingly, 
our priests in the parishes were 
considered for the vaccination pro-
grammes when they took place in 
the rural towns,” he added.

Currently, the Church in Kuch-
ing is also helping to recruit volun-
teers to serve at vaccination centres. 
“Our website has links to get volun-

teers for the Red Crescent and the 
Sarawak General Hospital”.

The Association of Churches in 
Sarawak (ACS) is also offering our 
Centre for vaccination and will be 
asking for volunteers to serve, add-
ed Archbishop Poh, who is also the 
chairman for ACS.

Archbishop Poh has also offered 
the St Lukas Catholic Centre in 
Kota Padawan for use as a centre 
should the need arise. This is espe-
cially for the rural villagers.

More than half of the presbyterium 
vaccinated in Kuching Archdiocese

Archbishop Simon Poh with Archbishop Emeritus Peter Chung after their vaccination.

archDiocese of Kuala luMpur

Chan/MC/14/2021

Upon the recommendation of the 
seminary formators and having 
consulted the College of Consul-
tors, His Grace Most Reverend 
Julian Leow, D.D., the Archbishop 
of Kuala Lumpur, has agreed to 
ordain Seminarian Michel Dass as 
a transitional deacon on the 24th 
of July 2021 in the Archbishop’s 
Chapel, Cardijn House, Jalan 
Bukit Nanas.

A diocesan seminarian, Broth-
er Michel Dass hails from the 
Church of St John Marie Vianney, 
Tampin. He completed his eccle-
siastical studies in philosophy at 
the College General Major Semi-
nary in Penang (2014 to 2016) and 
proceeded to complete his studies 
in the theology cycle in St Peter’s 
College, Kuching (From 2016 to 
2021). Bro Michael is currently re-
siding at the Rumah Uskup Agung 
(Cardijn House).

Due to restrictions on social 
distancing and limited seating ca-
pacity, the above Mass will not be 
open to the public but will be live-
streamed on ArchKL-TV channel.

Canon Law obliges Catholics 
to reveal any impediment or cir-

cumstances that would prevent 
the above candidate from receiv-
ing Sacred Orders and they should 
contact the Chancery or the Arch-
bishop with such information as 
soon as possible.

You may contact the Chancery 
by emailing us at chancery@
archkl.org.

Let us offer our prayerful sup-
port for Bro Michel Dass as he 
prepares for diaconal ministry and 
service to the People of God in the 
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur.

Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur
June 15, 2021

Bann for Ordination 
(Transitional Deacon) of  
Seminarian Michel Dass



Korean Bishop Lazarus You Heung-sik 
is the new Prefect of the Clergy
VATICAN: Pope Francis has ac-
cepted the resignation of Cardinal 
Beniamino Stella and appointed 
69-year-old Lazarus You Heung-
sik, bishop of Daejeon, Korea, as 
Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Clergy. The new Prefect knows the 
Pope and welcomed him to his dio-
cese during the Pope’s trip to Korea 
in August 2014.

Born in 1951 and ordained a priest 
for the Diocese of Daejeon, Lazarus 
You Heung-sik became a coadjutor 
in the same diocese in 2003 and two 
years later assumed full responsibil-

ity. The new Prefect was the head of 
the Korean Bishops’ Conference’s 
Peace Committee and travelled to 
North Korea four times.

The appointment of a Korean 
bishop to the Congregation for the 
Clergy follows that of Cardinal 
Luis Antonio Tagle at the head of 
Propaganda Fide and testifies to 
Pope Francis’ attention to the Asian 
continent.

In recent days, the bishop of 
Mondovi, Egidio Miragoli, wrote 
a letter to the clergy of his diocese 
to inform them that he had received 

from the Pontiff the task of “making 
a visit, on his behalf, to the Congre-
gation for the Clergy,” on the eve 
of the announcement of the change 
in the leadership of the Dicastery. 
The visit follows the one made by 
Archbishop Claudio Maniago to 
the Congregation for Divine Wor-
ship, after the acceptance of the 
resignation of Guinean Cardinal 
Robert Sarah. It is very likely that 
this, from now on, will be the prac-
tice adopted by Pope Francis also 
for the other Dicasteries on the oc-
casion of the turnover of the person 

in charge.
The appointment to the Clergy 

was long overdue: the current Pre-
fect, Cardinal Beniamino Stella, is 
in fact about to turn eighty years old 
(August 18). An apostolic nuncio 
and then president of the Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy, Stella was 
appointed to the Clergy in Septem-
ber 2013, a few months after the 
new Pope was elected.

Francis ruled that Cardinal Stella 
is to “remain in charge” of the Con-
gregation “until the new Prefect 
takes office.” — Vatican NewsBishop Lazarus You Heung-sik

Korean Church expresses joy with 
Bishop Lazarus’ appointment
SEOUL: Cardinal Andrew Yeom 
has sent a congratulatory message to 
Archbishop Lazarus You Heung-sik, 
Bishop of Daejeon, Korea, who was 
appointed as Prefect of the Congre-
gation for Clergy by Pope Francis on 
June 11. 

In his message, Cardinal Yeom 
expressed joy at the news and said 
that it was a great gift for the Catho-
lic Church in Korea for the Jubilee of 
the 200th anniversary of the birth St 
Andrew Kim Tae-gon, the first na-
tive Catholic priest and patron saint 
of Korea. 

And, he added, “I sincerely hope 
that Archbishop You will assist the 
Holy Father in fulfilling his papal du-
ties with deep spirituality, exception-
al ability and communication skills.” 
Cardinal Yeom lastly thanked the 
Pope for appointing a Korean bishop 
to Vatican secretary position. 

Fr Matthias Young-yup Hur, 
spokesperson for the Archdiocese of 
Seoul, remarked that it had come as 
a surprise that a Korean bishop has 
been appointed for the first time to 
a secretary position in the Holy See.

“The Korean Catholic Church, 
which used to receive aid from other 
countries, has experienced rapid 
growth based on fraternal solidarity 
and is playing a leading role in the 
Catholic Church around the world. 
The new appointment of Archbishop 

You would be an opportunity for our 
Church to renew commitment to 
communicating with the other Cath-
olic communities in the world while 
also rethinking how we can provide 
support for those in need.” 

The number of Roman Catholics 
in South Korea was 5,923,300 as at 
the end 2020, according to the an-
nual statistics compiled by the Cath-
olic Bishops’ Conference of Korea 
(CBCK). 

While Protestants make up the 
majority, the Catholic Church also 
has a significant following, and is 
estimated to be 11 per cent of the 
population. — Archdiocese of Seoul 
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Cardinal Andrew Yeom shakes hands 
with Archbishop You Heung-sik.

HONG KONG: Agnes Chow hails 
from a generation of Hong Kong de-
mocracy activists who cut their teeth 
in politics as teenagers and are now 
being steadily silenced by China.

The 24-year-old, one of the de-
mocracy movement’s most recognis-
able faces, served seven months be-
hind bars for her role in an “unlawful 
assembly” outside the city’s police 
headquarters during 2019’s huge and 
often violent democracy protests.

She was jailed alongside two other 
well-known youth activists, Joshua 
Wong and Ivan Lam.

She entered the fraught world of 
Hong Kong’s politics early.

Chow has described growing up in 
an apolitical Catholic household.

But at the age of 15, she joined 
the youth-led movement protesting 
against plans to implement “moral 
and national education” in public 
schools.

Students feared the plan would 
herald the kind of heavily censored 
education seen on China’s mainland.

They staged huge sit-ins, and the 
plan was eventually shelved in a rare 
example of protest forcing a Hong 
Kong government climbdown.

It was during those demonstra-
tions that she met fellow teen activist 
Wong.

Two years later, Wong, Chow and 
other students were key figures in 

the “Umbrella Movement” — 79 
days of sit-ins and rallies sparked by 
Beijing’s refusal to make good on 
its promise to one day grant Hong 
Kongers universal suffrage.

The protests were peaceful, but not 
successful.

Yet, a whole new generation of 
opposition politicians was forged in 
those rallies.

They would go on to become a 
major thorn in the side of Beijing as 
it tried to tighten its grip on the semi-
autonomous financial hub, which 
was increasingly chafing under Chi-
nese Communist Party rule.

Chow helped found the now dis-
banded pro-democracy party Demo-
sisto, alongside Wong, Nathan Law 
and other young political leaders.

She gave up a British passport 

to stand for Hong Kong’s partially 
elected legislature, only to be barred 
from standing because her party ad-
vocated “self-determination”.

Since then it has become common 
for authorities to disqualify politi-
cians for the views they hold.

A new law passed last month will 
vet anyone standing for public office 
for their political loyalty, a campaign 
Beijing has shamelessly called “Pa-
triots rule Hong Kong”.

One of Chow’s most successful 
roles has been bringing international 
attention to the city’s democracy 
movement, aided by fluency in Eng-
lish, Cantonese and Japanese.

She has built a huge social media 
following in Japan in particular.

Her Twitter account, which pri-
marily publishes in Japanese, has 
more than half a million followers.

Chow may not be free for long.
She was one of the first opposition 

politicians to be arrested under Bei-
jing’s new security law for allegedly 
“colluding with foreign forces” by 
campaigning for sanctions.

She has not yet been charged.
But if prosecutors take that step, 

she will almost certainly be denied 
bail and sent back to custody.

More than 100 people, including 
some of the city’s most prominent de-
mocracy activists, have been arrested 
under the new law. — ucanews.com

Pro-Hong-Kong-democracy leader, 
Agnes Chow, released from prison

Agnes Chow
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LONDON: British Prime Minister Boris John-
son married his now-wife Carrie Symonds in a 
private Catholic ceremony on May 29.

The couple surprised Catholics after Johnson 
broke with Protestant tradition and married in 
the Catholic Church at Westminster Cathedral 
in London.

The twice-divorced Prime Minister stirred 
controversy as Catholics questioned the validity 
of the ceremony. However, Church authorities 
assured the public of the blessed marriage.

“The bride and groom are both parishion-
ers of the Westminster Cathedral parish and 
baptised Catholics,” a Westminster Cathedral 
spokesperson told the Sunday Times.

“All necessary steps were taken, in both 
Church and civil law, and all formalities were 
completed before the wedding. We wish them 
every happiness.”

Fr Mark Drew of the Archdiocese of Liv-
erpool also questioned the marriage in a viral 
tweet.

“Can anyone explain to me how ‘Boris’ John-
son, who left the Catholic Church while at Eton 
and is twice divorced, can be married at West-
minster Cathedral, while I have to tell practicing 
Catholics in good standing who want a second 
marriage in Church that it’s not possible?”

Fr Gary Dench of Brentwood Cathedral ex-
plained the validity of Johnson’s marriage in a 
Twitter thread. Fr Dench studies Canon Law at 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven in Belgium.

He said that despite receiving Confirmation 
in the Anglican Church, his recent marriage re-
mains blessed in the Catholic Church.

Here’s a portion of his explanation below:
“Boris Johnson remained bound by ecclesi-

astical laws in force and which were binding on 
him as a Catholic when he contracted his previ-
ous marriages. These marriages were, therefore, 

governed by both natural law and canon law,” 
Fr Dench said.

Fr Dench added that neither of Johnson’s 
previous marriages took place in the Catholic 
Church. Therefore, since Johnson is a baptized 
Catholic, the Church does not recognise either 
of them.

“…Marriages of Catholics which do not take 
place before such lawful ecclesiastical authority 
are invalid. This applies to marriages in registry 
offices, hotels, non-Catholic Churches, beaches, 
Elvis impersonators, etc., etc,” he explained.

“These cases do not require a formal annul-
ment procedure. It is a brief documentary pro-
cess which the Tribunal of the Archdiocese of 
Westminster would have investigated before 
the Prime Minister’s wedding could have gone 
ahead.”

Boris Johnson is the first baptised Catholic 
to ever serve as Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom. He and Carrie Symonds also bap-
tised their child in the Catholic Church on Sept 
12, 2020 at Westminster Cathedral.

Let us pray for Boris Johnson and his family! 
— churchpop.com

British PM Boris Johnson marries in Catholic 
Church, breaking Protestant tradition

VATICAN: Caritas Internationalis an-
nounced that its Share the journey cam-
paign of solidarity with migrants and refu-
gees will end next Sunday, World Refugee 
Day.

At a press conference in the Vatican, the 
Catholic charity looked back at the cam-
paign, which began on September 27, 2017 
when Pope Francis said: “Brothers and sis-
ters, let us not be afraid of sharing the jour-
ney! Have no fear! Let us not be afraid of 
sharing hope!”

The initiative was aimed at sharing mi-
grants’ journeys rather than just looking at 
them, especially at a time when govern-
ments were pulling back the drawbridge. 
In addition, it sought to teach us not to 
be afraid of strangers and create instead 
“bridges of hope”.

With this campaign, Caritas “helped to 
spread a new culture globally, a culture 
of personal encouragement, a new vision 
of welcoming the human person in the 
migrant,” said Card Luis Antonio Tagle, 
prefect of the Congregation for the Evan-
gelisation of Peoples and President of Cari-
tas Internationalis, as he laid out the cam-
paign’s results at the Vatican Press Office.

In the past four years, “Christians, Mus-
lims, Hindus, followers of other religions, 
and atheists were welcomed as human be-
ings,” Cardinal Tagle explained.

“At a time when COVID-19 should lead 
us to global solidarity, [. . .] when states are 

more concerned with protecting their own 
citizens, with the risk of boosting selfish-
ness and fear of foreigners, the end of Cari-
tas Internationalis’ global campaign is an 
appeal to continue sharing the journey with 
migrants, especially at such a time of great 
difficulty. The campaign formally ends, but 
the mission continues.”

The “movement towards forced migrants, 

victims of poverty and social injustice, can 
be a missionary movement and evangelisa-
tion in many parts of Europe, the Middle 
East and Asia,” the prelate added.

The goal of “Share the Journey” was to 
create spaces and opportunities to meet 
migrants, refugees and local communities, 
promoting a culture of encounter and mu-
tual knowledge. It involved 130 initiatives 

undertaken by 162 national Caritas mem-
bers of Caritas Internationalis.

The campaign was backed by other 
groups such as the ecumenical Act Alliance, 
some UN agencies such as the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the United Na-
tions (FAO), and the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). — 
AsiaNews

Caritas Internationalis to continue 
sharing migrants’ journey

Boris Johnson and Carrie Symonds married in 
a private Catholic ceremony on May 29, 2021.

The Share the Journey campaign promoted by Pope Francis, aims to bring together migrants and refugees with communities by organising spaces 
and moments dedicated to culture of encounter.
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In October this year, Pope Francis will 
open a three-year synodal journey with 
three phases (diocesan, continental, uni-

versal) of consultations and discernment.
The Pope has asked all Catholic dioceses 

around the world to start consulting with pa-
rishioners from October 17 to get local-level 
views that bishops will take to the XVI As-
sembly of the Synod of Bishops in Rome in 
2023.

Views of Catholic faithful
With that in mind, New Zealand is gearing up 
to the Synod of Bishops by seeking the views 
of every Catholic in the country.

In a statement, Cardinal John Dew, presi-
dent of the New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference (NZCBC), said each of the coun-

try’s six dioceses has been asked to consult 
parishioners about still-to-be-announced mat-
ters to be considered at the assembly.

“The Holy Father wants to hear the voices 
of all the baptised,” noted Cardinal Dew, the 
Archbishop of Wellington. “He believes the 
time is ripe for a wider participation of the 
people of God in a decision-making process 
that affects the whole Church and everyone 
in it.”

Post consultation
The Cardinal said each bishop will appoint 
representatives to lead the consultations in 
their dioceses. “After that consultation, the 
New Zealand bishops will meet early next 
year to listen to what the Spirit has inspired in 
the churches entrusted to us.”

Following the meeting, the bishops’ con-
ference will then prepare a report for the Fed-
eration of Catholic Bishops Conferences of 
Oceania.

This regional body and others like it around 
the world will then draft documents that will 
go to the Synod office in Rome to help pre-
pare the assembly’s working document. 

Synods past and future
The statement notes that “Regular assemblies 
of the Synod of Bishops have been held in 
Rome since Pope Paul VI created them in 
1965 following the Second Vatican Council.”

The most recent regular assembly was 
Young People, Faith and Vocational Discern-
ment in 2018, which produced the Apostolic 
Exhortation Christus Vivit. It was followed by 

the special Amazon assembly in 2019, which 
resulted in the exhortation Querida Amazo-
nia.

The next regular assembly, entitled For a 
Synodal Church: Communion, Participation 
and Mission, is now scheduled for October 
2023.

“Pope Francis has frequently called for the 
bishops, priests and people to walk together 
in a common mission of the Church,” said 
Cardinal Dew. “He believes it is imperative to 
listen to the People of God, which means go-
ing to local churches to hear what they say.”

Cardinal Dew added that details of the 
consultation – including the matters to be 
discussed during it – will be made available 
to dioceses as soon as they are announced in 
Rome. — Vatican News

Views of Catholics sought on synodal journey

WASHINGTON: The papal nuncio to the 
United States told the US bishops that dialogue 
is a key step on the path to unity as the country 
emerges from the coronavirus pandemic.

“That is important for us during this ‘Amoris 
Laetitia’ Year of the Family — to encounter 
families, even broken ones, and to accompany 
them on their journey through thoughtful dia-
logue,” Archbishop Christophe Pierre said in 
his address to the bishops on the first day of 
their June 16-18 virtual spring meeting.

“We know that families are hurting — eco-
nomically, emotionally, and spiritually. We also 
know how many members of the flock struggle 
to live the faith. We wish they would under-
stand the faith perfectly and act in accordance 
with right reason and consistently make good 
choices, but we are not a church of the perfect 
but a pilgrim Church in need of the mercy of-
fered generously by Christ,” he said.

“At the heart of dialogue is the communi-
cation of one’s own personal life to others,” 
Archbishop Pierre said.

“It is not always about proving oneself to be 
right. It is about a mutual sharing of persons 
that deals with how to live and of how to show 
solidarity,” he continued. “As Christians, our 
dialogue should express the lived Christian ex-
perience, not as a type of moralism, but as a 
grace which we have received from our initial 

encounter with Christ.
“The goal of this dialogue should be unity 

and not merely doctrinal and juridical unity.”
Archbishop Pierre pointed out that, while St 

John Paul II’s encyclical Ut Unum Sint dealt 
with unity among various faiths, it could be ap-
plied within the church.

“The four dimensions of dialogue described 
by John Paul II in Ut Unum Sint can be helpful 
to illumine the path towards greater unity: the 
dialogue of charity, of conversion, of truth and 
of salvation,” he said.

Emerging from the pandemic, he added, “we 
need to be a church that proclaims, with con-
viction, the basic kerygma” — the proclama-
tion of the Gospel — “and the person of Jesus 
Christ, and we need to be a church that follows 
the method of Jesus, which is one of accom-
paniment and dialogue, a dialogue directed to-
ward salvation.”

Even now, “many dioceses are planning how 
best to help people to return to Mass and to be-
gin once again to be the church that Christ calls 
us to be,” Archbishop Pierre said.

“But which type of church is that? In (Pope 
Francis’ encyclical) Fratelli Tutti and again 
in the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith’s document Samaritanus Bonus (‘The 
Good Samaritan’), the model proposed is that 
of a Good Samaritan Church that goes forth 

with compassion and mercy, in solidarity with 
those who suffer in order to bring them true 
healing.”

Archbishop Pierre said the Church “would 
do well to learn from Jesus, both in content and 
method,” as it emerges from the pandemic.

“Rather than getting bogged down in the mi-
nutiae of complicated theological concepts or 
in slick but superficial marketing campaigns, 
we must be bold like Simon Peter on Pentecost 
and proclaim Jesus Christ,” he said.

“When Christianity is reduced to custom, 
to moral norms, to social rituals,” he said, “it 
loses, sooner rather than later, its vitality and its 
existential interest for the men and women of 
our day, particularly for those who are looking 
for hope after the pandemic; for those seeking 
authentic justice after the racial strife we have 
experienced; or for those who have come here 
seeking a brighter and safer future.”

Archbishop Pierre added, “When Christian 
morality asserts itself without Jesus Christ, 
even though the theological and philosophical 
conclusions might be correct, it does not pen-
etrate the heart in a way that leads to conver-
sion.”

He said, “The starting point, therefore, can-
not be to shame the weak but to propose the 
One who can strengthen us to overcome our 
weaknesses, especially through the sacraments 

of reconciliation and the Eucharist. With re-
spect to the latter, holy Communion is not 
merely a ‘thing’ to be received but Christ him-
self, a person to be encountered.

“A Catholicism that confuses itself with a 
mere cultural tradition or which cannot dis-
tinguish itself from other proposals, including 
political or ideological ones that are based on 
certain values, will never be convincing to this 
generation or to new ones. Jesus Christ is a 
person, not a concept. He is the one who can 
‘make all things new,’” Archbishop Pierre said, 
quoting from Revelations 21.

He used the Gospel accounts of Jesus with 
tax collector Zaccheus, the Samaritan woman 
at the well, and the rich young man who asked 
what was necessary to enter the kingdom of 
heaven as examples of dialogue.

“The method is clear: to encounter, to ac-
company, to love, to engage in respectful dia-
logue, and to challenge without crushing, in the 
hope of deeper conversion,” Archbishop Pierre 
said.

“Christ himself sought to build unity; to be a 
mediator between God and man; to help recon-
cile sinners to the Father,” the nuncio said. “He 
founded his church to be a sign and instrument 
of unity, and our own unity as a Church and 
even as bishops can offer a powerful witness to 
the Gospel.” — By Mark Pattison, CNS

WASHINGTON DC: In his opening address 
at the 2021 spring meeting of the US bishops 
on Wednesday, June 16, conference presi-
dent Archbishop José Gomez of Los Angeles 
made a passionate call for unity.

Archbishop Gomez reminded fellow bish-
ops that “only a Church that is united can 
heal the brokenness and challenge the injus-
tices that we see more clearly now.” 

“We have been living through some ex-
traordinary times,” the archbishop said. 
“We’ve seen a pandemic shut down our civi-
lisation, including the Church, for more than 
a year. We’ve lived through riots in our major 
cities, rising social divisions and unrest, and 
maybe the most polarised election our coun-
try has ever seen.”

He also said that “the Church’s mission 
will be shaped for years to come by the trou-
bles of these recent months.” 

“I was noticing, even before the pandemic, 
how often Pope Francis talks about the im-
portance of unity — not only among peoples, 
but also within the Church,” Archbishop 
Gomez said, as he quoted Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Fratelli Tutti in its call for unity 
among the human family. 

Gomez observed that it is “not realistic to 
expect the Church to stay immune from the 
pressures of division. Those pressures are all 
around us. The Church is divine, she is the 
Body of Christ. But we are all human in the 
Church, after all. And we are living in a secu-
lar society where politics is becoming a sub-
stitute religion for a lot of people.” 

“So, we need to guard against the tempta-
tion to think about the Church in simply po-
litical terms,” he said. 

He then quoted Pope Francis’ recent hom-
ily for Pentecost Sunday: “Today, if we listen 
to the Spirit, we will not be concerned with 
conservatives and progressives, traditional-
ists and innovators, right and left. … The 
Paraclete impels us to unity … the harmony 
of diversity. He makes us see ourselves as 
parts of the same body, brothers and sisters 
of one another.”

“Unity in the Church,” Archbishop Gomez 
continued, “does not mean conformity of 
opinion or automatic agreement among bish-
ops. The apostles argued passionately. They 
disagreed over pastoral strategies and meth-
ods. But never about the truth of the Gospel.” 

“Only a Church that is united can heal the 

brokenness and challenge the injustices that 
we see more clearly now in the wake of this 
pandemic,” he added. 

According to the USCCB president, “the 
power of our Catholic vision flows from our 
profound awareness of the unity of life, from 
conception to natural death, and the unity of 
the human family, every person a child of 
God.” 

He acknowledged that “there are forces at 
work right now in our culture that threaten 
not only the unity of the human family, but 
also the very truth about God’s creation and 
human nature.” He quoted Pope Emeritus 

Benedict XVI, saying, “This is the age of sin 
against God the Creator.” 

“My brothers,” Gomez stated, “we stand 
at a historic crossroads, as our Holy Father 
Francis is telling us. It falls to the Church in 
this moment to defend the truth about God 
the Creator, the truth about the sanctity of the 
human person, and the truth about the unity 
of the human family in God’s plan for crea-
tion.”

“My prayer is that we all remain united in 
what is essential — our love for Jesus and our 
desire to proclaim him as the living God and 
the true path for humanity.”

In concluding, referring to his Mexican 
roots, Archbishop Gomez reminded his fel-
low bishops that “as you know, I have a deep 
devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe.

“And I find myself turning to her a lot dur-
ing these days,” and “I was reflecting today 
how the Popes see her apparition as a sign of 
unity for the continent. St. John Paul II called 
her shrine ‘the Marian heart of America’.” 

May she help us to keep our hearts humble 
and united in the service of Jesus, as we seek 
to continue the evangelization of our country 
and our continent in this moment. — CNA

Archbishop Gomez opens USCCB meeting with passionate call for unity

Archbishop José Gomez

Dialogue as a step towards     
unity after pandemic
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The Catholic Church of Australia 
has identified three priorities the 

Australian Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence must pursue: Formation, Becom-
ing More Missionary and Promoting 
Collegiality. The priorities emerged 
from the ACBC Plenary Assembly, 
held virtually from May 6-13 due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Formation, mission, 
collegiality 
With regard to formation, the bishops 
stressed that “formation is for all the 
baptised and is life-long. It forms faith, 
shapes discipleship, deepens spiritual-
ity, enhances understanding, increases 
knowledge, effects conversion, builds 
Church community, fosters co-re-
sponsibility for the Church’s mission 
and equips Catholics for service.” For 
this reason, the Bishops say, “Forma-
tion needs to be specifically tailored 
for particular vocations and ministries 
within the Church community.”

The priority of becoming more 
missionary stems from Pope Francis’ 
dream of a “missionary impulse capa-
ble of transforming everything,” from 
the Apostolic Exhortation Evange-
lium Gaudium. The bishops  acknowl-
edge how easy it is for the Church to 
become “inward-looking and self-
referential.” A “missionary impulse,” 
on the other hand, “impels the bish-
ops to present and promote Christ’s 
teachings in ways that are life-giving 
and appealing.” Such a missionary 
impulse, the note continues, also in-
volves “offering society a new vision 
of what it can become – a vision cen-
tred in Jesus and the way of living He 
has shown us: acting humbly, seeking 
justice, speaking truth, offering heal-
ing and leading by service.”

Finally, for the promotion of colle-
giality, the Conference recalls that “all 
Catholic bishops belong to the Col-
lege of Bishops.” So, although much 
of their ministry is exercised in their 
own dioceses, they nonetheless “also 
share national responsibilities.” The 

bishops state that their experience “of 
the fruits of gathering for prayer and 
retreat, of engaging in shared reflec-
tion and discernment of significant is-
sues, of journeying together towards 
the forthcoming Plenary Council and 
of supporting each other has height-
ened their sense of collegiality and af-
firmed its value, both for the bishops 
themselves and also for the Church 
in Australia.” The Conference, there-
fore, intends to “foster the collegiality 
of the bishops, not as an end in itself, 
but as a means to more fruitful min-
istry and service in the Church’s life 
and mission.”

The Plenary Assembly
At their Plenary Assembly, the bish-
ops sent a message to Pope Francis 
which opened with a reflection on the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Australia and 
the rest of the world. The message 
highlighted “reasons for the Church 
in Australia to be thankful,” including 
progress made towards the upcoming 
Fifth Plenary Council, and the 200th 
anniversary of Catholic schooling in 
Australia.

They also outlined “progress in 
safeguarding and professional stand-
ards,” including the creation of a new 
safeguarding body and the introduc-
tion of a “National Response Protocol 
which offers a framework for Catho-
lic entities to respond consistently to 
people raising concerns or allegations 
of sexual abuse.

During their meeting, the bishops 
reflected on preparations for the fifth 
Council of the Australian Catholic 
Church, which has been postponed 
due to the pandemic; it is now sched-
uled for October 2021 and July 2022. 
The event represents the most impor-
tant national meeting since the last 
Plenary Council, convened in 1937: 
the Australian Catholic community, 
they said, is called to discuss and 
reflect on the future of the Church’s 
evangelising mission in the country, 
especially in the face of the challeng-

es of the contemporary era, including 
that of the protection of minors.

Other topics examined by the 
ACBC Plenary include the need for 
a new catechesis on the Sacrament of 
Penance, especially in view of legisla-
tive attacks on the seal of the confes-
sional; the new ministry of catechist, 
instituted by Pope Francis on May 10 
with the Motu proprio Antiquum min-
isterium; as well as vigilance, when 
necessary or possible, for priests re-
moved from their ministry, as well as 
financial support for them. 

The bishops also reflected on the 
work of Catholic schools, which in 
2021 will celebrate 200 years of ser-
vice in Australia; and on interreligious 
dialogue. The bishops noted that 
“many religious leaders have been 
working closely during the pandem-
ic, including in advocating for fair 
treatment of places of worship when 
restrictions are imposed on public 
gatherings where there is community 
transmission.”

The Australian Bishops expressed 
serious concern over the desecration 
of Christian and cultural sites dur-
ing the conflict between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan, attacks which they say 
“deserve the strongest censure of the 
international community.”

The ACBC also announced the pub-
lication of a statement on social jus-
tice for the month of August entitled, 
The cry of the earth, the cry of the 
poor. Regarding indigenous peoples, 
the bishops asked the national govern-
ment to hold a referendum as soon as 
possible to have an indigenous voice 
in Parliament to advise the govern-
ment on relevant laws, policies and 
programs.

Finally, the bishops welcomed the 
Australian Catholic Cursillo Move-
ment’s request to be recognised as a 
“private association of Christ’s faith-
ful,” while insisting they be required 
to commit to “national standards for 
the protection of minors.” — Vatican 
News

Australian Bishops 
identify priorities for 
Episcopal Conference

A file image of Australian bishops during their Ad Limina visit in Rome in 2019. (photo/ACBC)
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COP26: To highlight efforts 
against climate crisis
The Holy See Press Office held a press conference on 

Thursday June 17 to announce the Faith and Science: To-
wards COP26 meeting, which will take place on October 4.  

The run-up event, which is being organised by the UK’s 
and Italy’s Embassies to the Holy See, will see numerous faith 
leaders and scientists address the theme of climate change 
and the need for a coordinated effort to protect Creation.

Archbishop Paul Gallagher also pointed out that climate 
change presents an enormous challenge, and that faith has a 
role to play in the solution.

“We’ve got to draw on all of our resources if we’re going to 
rise to these challenges,” he said, “and that certainly is faith; 
it is religion and the spiritual dimension of humanity. If we 
ignore that and think that the only solution is good politics 
or good science, then we’re going to find that we’re not suc-
cessful.”

The archbishop went on to add that a sense of urgency has 
grown about the need to confront climate change, saying that 
the pandemic has shown how various economic, social and 
food-related crises affect all people on the planet.

As Pope Francis has said, “everything is connected”, and 
so these challenges must be dealt with together, which is an 
aspect that people of religion can contribute to in a unique 
fashion, said Archbishop Gallagher.

“Religion,” he noted, “is a sort of integrated vision of life, 
the world, and everything in it. Religion embraces all the is-
sues that affect human existence.”

The 26th United Nations Climate Change Conference of 
the Parties (COP26) will take place in November 2021 in 
Glasgow, UK. It will bring together parties from around the 
world to advance action on climate change to meet the goals 
and objectives of the Paris Agreement and the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Sally Axworthy, British Ambassador to the Holy See, pre-
sented the UK’s goals for COP26. Ambassador Axworthy de-
scribed the overriding aim of the climate change conference 
as getting governments back on track with limiting tempera-
ture rises to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.

She said the UK has recognised that faith leaders played 
an important role in contributing to the success of COP21, at 
which the Paris Agreement was agreed and signed.

Pope Francis had just then released his environmental en-
cyclical Laudato Si’, she noted, adding that faith leaders have 
just as important a role to play in COP26.

With this in mind, the British and Italian Embassies to the 
Holy See decided to host the Faith and Science initiative to 
combine the strengths of faith leaders.

Ambassador Axworthy cited one faith leader as saying that 
the role of religion is to provide “enlightened passion”, with 
scientists providing the data and faith leaders offering the in-
spiration for climate action.
Young people preparing for the future
The Italian Ambassador to Holy See, Pietro Sebastiani, spoke 
about his government’s efforts to prepare for COP26.

He also recalled how climate change has contributed to 
worsening conflicts, including in Africa’s Sahel region.

Italy’s government will host the pre-COP event in Milan in 
the Fall, to offer government ministers the chance to discuss 
topics in an informal setting, ahead of the main COP26 event 
in Glasgow.

Another initiative in Milan on September 28-30 seeks to 
involve some 400 young people from around the world in 
preparing a better future for the planet.

Finally, Ambassador Sebastiani said the Faith and Science 
event will allow faith leaders to showcase how religion en-
courages the faithful to do their part in caring for our common 
home. — By Devin Watkins, Vatican News
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A canon lawyer reviews the first major 
changes to church law since 1983

In the years since the revised 
Code of Canon Law was pub-
lished in 1983, specific issues 

have challenged the Church and 
made necessary certain changes in 
canon law.

In the various inquiries into the 
question of abuse in the Catholic 
Church, the role, wording and func-
tion of canon law have been held to 
particular scrutiny, which has led 
to several recommendations. One 
such recommendation was made in 
2017 in the final report of the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Re-
sponses to Child Sexual Abuse in 
Australia, which suggested that the 
Australian Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference should request the Vatican 
to add new canons to the 1983 Code 
of Canon Law to deal specifically 
with crimes of child sexual abuse.

The latest revisions to Catholic 

Church law, published on June 1, 
respond not only to the recom-
mendations of the Australian Royal 
Commission but to new kinds of 
abuses identified by the Church in 
the years since the last revision, 

including the attempted ordination 
of women and the various financial 
scandals uncovered. These point 
to significant gaps in the Church’s 
law, requiring swift action from a 
canonical perspective.

Changes in the law
The wording and placement of 
canon 1395 — grouped under 
“Offences Against Special Ob-
ligations” of clerics and, in this 
case, relating to the promises of 
celibacy — has removed any ref-
erence to “minors.”

A revised canon 1398 — which 
previously referred to excommu-
nication for procuring an abor-
tion, and is now covered under 
the second paragraph of canon 
1397 where it appears under the 
heading Offences Against Human 
Life, Dignity and Liberty — now 
describes sexual abuse of a child 
or vulnerable adult by a priest as 
“an offence against the sixth com-
mandment.” Though some critics 
claim this change reduces such 
sexual abuse to the Church crime 
of “adultery,” the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church, in para-
graphs 2351–56, makes clear that 
the scope of the commandment is 
much wider and includes rape and 
the accessing of pornography.

Church law now includes the 
“grooming” of a minor or vul-
nerable person, as well as the 
acquisition, retention, exhibition 
or distribution of pornography 
involving young or “at risk” per-
sons. Penalties are now spelt out 
more clearly. For a cleric, this 
involves removal from office and 
possible dismissal from the cleri-
cal state. A member of a religious 
institute or a layperson who holds 
an office or performs a function in 
the Church found guilty of these 
crimes can also be punished and 
the Church can order his or her 
removal from office or any min-
istry.

A file photo of Code of Canon Law books for the Latin and Eastern Catholic 
churches are pictured in Rome at the Pontifical Oriental Institute. (CNS 
photo/Paul Haring)

Ordination of women

In that they have closed gaps in 
the law that have become ap-

parent over time, it can be argued 
that some of these measures will 
be successful. The penalties for at-
tempting the ordination of women 
are now clearly codified, so any 
appeal to ignorance of the law will 
fail. 

The penalties relating to finan-
cial mismanagement have been 
significantly expanded and the 
Code requires that procedures are 
known and carefully followed at 
all levels of administration in the 
Church, a challenge for the future 
will be to determine, in individual 
cases, whether mismanagement is 
due to malice or incompetence.

There are positive changes in 
Church law when dealing with 
cases of abuse. One of these relates 

to imputability (culpability), where 
a person is considered innocent 
until the contrary is proved (canon 
1321) but culpability is presumed 
where there has been an external 
violation of a law. 

Another is that all crimes relating 
to child sexual abuse should apply 
to any person holding an office in 
the Church regardless of whether 
or not they are ordained, thus re-
flecting the growth of lay ministry 
in the years since the promulgation 

of the Code in 1983.
The revised canons have cer-

tainly filled gaps that have become 
apparent in Church law since the 
Code was originally published. 
Nevertheless, effective adminis-
tration of canon law is still left to 
the prudent judgment, discernment 
and imagination of those who are 
charged with its application. — By 
Sr Helen Costigane, S.H.C.J., 
America (www. americamaga-
zine.org)

l Sr Helen 
C o s t i g a n e , 
S.H.C.J., teaches 
canon law and 
Christian ethics 
at St Mary’s 
University in 
London, UK.

The 1983 Code previously stated 
that only a baptised man could 

be validly ordained (canon 1024) 
and that penalties could be applied 
on those who attempt to administer 
sacraments while not being quali-
fied to do so (see canons 1378 and 
1379). There had, however, been no 
specific canon dealing with baptized 
women who 
had attempted 
ordination, nor 
any penalty 
prescribed for 
any bishop at-
tempting to or-
dain a woman.

The new 
changes now 
reflect such 
attempts to ordain women and ac-
knowledge the existence of groups 
like Roman Catholic Womenpriests 
that actively campaign for women’s 
ordination. The revised canon 1379 
incorporates the measures previously 
outlined by the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith in response 
to this development. Penalties are 
prescribed for those who are not 

ordained priests and yet attempt the 
liturgical celebration of the Eucha-
rist or who hear, or attempt to hear, a 
sacramental confession even though 
they are unable to give valid sacra-
mental absolution.

Most significant is the inclusion 
of automatic excommunication for 
those who attempt to ordain a wom-

an and for the 
woman who 
attempts to 
receive sacred 
orders. The 
severity of this 
penalty is un-
derscored by 
the fact that it 
is one of the 

few automatic 
excommunications reserved to the 
Apostolic See; in other words, appli-
cation for the censure to be lifted has 
to be made to the Apostolic Peniten-
tiary in Rome which, in lifting this, 
would prescribe an appropriate pen-
ance. In addition, a cleric attempting 
to ordain a woman can also be pun-
ished by dismissal from the clerical 
state.

The shortest book in the Code 
of Canon Law (Book V) deals 

with the administration of temporal 
goods and outlines how these are to 
be dealt with, in a manner of good 
stewardship (canon 1284) and ac-
countability (canon 1287). Given 
the extent and monetary value of 
ecclesiastical holdings at local, di-
ocesan and universal levels, there 
was surprisingly little in the Code 
in terms of penalties relating to mis-
management. Only one canon, and 
rather feeble in tone, specifically 
related to temporal goods and pre-
scribed a “just penalty” for anyone 
transferring ecclesiastical goods 
without the required permission 
(canon 1377).

But given recent scandals — al-
legations of embezzlement and 
misappropriation of funds, money 
laundering, hidden off-balance-
sheet funds and real estate sold for 
less than market value — the Code 
has been revised to include a new 
canon (1376) to deal with those 
who steal ecclesiastical goods and 
who have shown grave negligence 
in administration. The revised 

canon makes clear the penalties 
that will be imposed on those who 
administer or transfer ecclesiastical 
goods “without the prescribed con-

sultation, consent, or permission, 
or without another requirement 
imposed by law for validity or for 
lawfulness.” Most tellingly, to re-
flect the gravity with which these 
offenses are seen by the Church — 
rather than simply a reference to the 
imposition of a “just penalty” — the 
revised canon 1376 refers to canon 
1336 in paragraphs 2-4, which in-
cludes penalties such as paying a 
fine, prohibitions on exercising all 
or some offices or ministries, or 
deprivation of office.

Financial scandals

Do the changes go far enough?

A view of the interior of the Vatican Bank, formally known as the Institute for 
the Works of Religion. (CruxIOR handout.)

Archbishop Filippo Iannone, president of the Pontifical Council for 
Legislative Texts, speaks during a Vatican press conference while Bishop 
Juan Ignacio Arrieta Ochoa de Chinchetru (left) looks on June 1, 2021. 
(CNA photo/Daniel Ibanez)

Most significant in the revision 
of the canon law is the inclusion 
of automatic excommunication 
for those who attempt to ordain 

a woman and for the woman who 
attempts to receive sacred orders. Canon law has been revised 

to include a new canon to 
deal with those who steal 
ecclesiastical goods and 

those who have shown grave 
negligence in administration.

The revised canons have 
certainly filled gaps that 
have become apparent in 
church law since the Code 
was originally published
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As a seminarian, I was 
privileged one summer 
to take a course given 

by the renowned liturgist, God-
frey Diekmann. This was back 
in those heady days shortly af-
ter Vatican II when it was very 
much in fashion to frown on pre-
scribed ritual prayers and write 
your own. This was particularly 
true for the Eucharist Prayer, 
the “Canon” of the Mass, which 
a number of priests began writ-
ing for themselves. Diekmann, it 
turned out, was not a great fan of 
this. Asked about it in class one 
day, he said, “It seems today that 
everyone who has a tiny bit of 
imagination and even less theol-
ogy feels obliged to write a Eu-
charistic Prayer.” 

Because of the COVID restric-
tions this year, I have often cele-
brated some form of the Eucharist 
virtually. At first, leading those 
services, my thought was, what’s 
the value of a Eucharistic prayer 
if there is to be no communion? 
Therefore, I simply jumped from 
the Liturgy of the Word straight 
to the Lord’s Prayer. Eventu-
ally though, I deemed that some-
thing more might be offered. 
Thus (with Godfrey Diekmann’s 
words now forty years distant) I 

wrote a Eucharistic Prayer for a 
virtual Mass.

What is a Eucharistic Prayer? 
Most people would say it’s that 
part of the Eucharist where the 
priest consecrates the bread and 
wine, but that’s only part of it. 
The Eucharistic Prayer is that 
part of the Eucharist where we 
make memorial (Zikkaron, in 
Hebrew) of the major event by 
which Christ saved us, in order 
to make that event present for 
us to participate in today.  We 
come to the Eucharist not just 
to receive the body and blood of 
Christ, but (just as importantly) 
to participate in an event, name-
ly, the saving action of Christ as 
he undergoes his Passion, Death, 
Resurrection, Ascension, and 
Pentecost. The Eucharist is the 
Christian Passover Supper and, 
like the Jewish Passover Sup-
per, its purpose is to make a past 
event present to us.

How does this work? We don’t 
have a metaphysics within which 
to understand this. In sacred 
ritual, in the Eucharist, as in a 
Passover supper, something hap-
pens that transcends time. This 
doesn’t contradict the intellect, 
the imagination or the laws of 
nature; it only takes them beyond 

their normal limits. 
Here’s a Eucharistic Prayer 

for those times when there is 
no bread and wine to be conse-
crated.

Lord, God, you break into our 
lives in extraordinary ways to 
manifest your love and save us. 

For your chosen people, you 
miraculously parted the waters 
of the Red Sea and led them to 
safety by suspending the laws of 
nature. Then, in the desert, you 
miraculously fed them with man-
na and revealed to them the law 
within your heart. 

Since only one generation 
walked through the parted wa-

ters of the Red Sea and only that 
generation ate your manna in the 
desert, You, Lord God, instituted 
the Passover supper as a ritual 
through which every generation 
until the end time could walk 
through the parted waters of the 
Red Sea and eat your bread in 
the desert. The Passover supper 
calls these saving events to mind 
in a way that, in your timeless-
ness, makes them real again for 
us today. 

This is true too for the saving 
actions of your son, Jesus Christ. 
His Passion was a new bondage; 
his trust in Death a new faith; 
your raising of him in the Resur-
rection and his Ascension a new 
Exodus; and his sending of the 
Spirit at Pentecost a new entry 
into the Promised Land. 

Therefore, Lord God, on the 
night before he died, your son 
left us the Eucharist as a Passo-
ver Supper through which you 
make these saving events present 
again. 

We ask you, therefore, to send 
your Spirit upon all of us gath-
ered here to make memorial of 
your Son’s saving acts. Grant 
that through this ritual remem-
brance each of us, and all of us 
as one community, may be unit-

ed with Christ in his Passion, 
Death, Resurrection, Ascension, 
and in his Sending of the Spirit. 
You who are beyond time, grant 
us today the grace of being one 
with Christ in his sacrifice, one 
with him in his dying and rising.

As we celebrate this memo-
rial, help us know that we are 
one with Your Son, our Lord, 
Jesus, united with him as he is 
undergoing his Passion, Death, 
Resurrection, Ascension, and 
Pentecost. 

Lord, God, help us to know 
that the food of this Eucharist 
is the new manna by which You 
feed your people with heavenly 
food.

Lord, as we make this memo-
rial, above all we ask you to help 
us break down everything that 
separates us from each other, 
all division in our world, so that 
You may be able to feed us all at 
one table, as one family, as one 
God of us all. 

 We pray all of this through, 
with, and in your son, Christ, 
our Lord … AMEN.

In the Eucharist, we don’t just 
eat the bread of life, we also 
die and rise with Christ. — By 
Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights                       
reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

A Eucharistic Prayer …

Pope Francis envisages Catholic 
schools as “welcoming plac-

es” where one heals not only one’s 
own wounds but also those of oth-
ers. He wants them to be places 
where one learns to read and dis-
cern the “signs of the times” but, 
above all, he wants them to help 
develop in their students a critical 
attitude towards certain models 
of development and consumption 
that create shameful inequalities 
among people.

The Pope expressed his vision of 
an ideal Catholic school in a mes-
sage he sent on Thursday, June 10, 
to the Latin American Federation 
of Jesuit Schools (FLACSI), on 
the occasion of its 20th anniversa-
ry. Started in 2001, the federation 
of some 92 Jesuit-run schools in 
19 countries of Latin America and 
the Caribbean is based in Bogota, 
Colombia. FLACSI was started 
by the Conference of Provincials 
for Latin America (CPAL), which 
promotes common policies, strat-
egies and initiatives across the 
network in the service of educa-
tion and the social transformation 
of the region. 

Life for others
In his message, delivered in Span-
ish, the Pope, who is a Jesuit, in-
vited FLACSI schools to “go out”, 
following the example of Jesus 
“who teaches us to relate to others 
and to Creation”. He particularly 
insisted on “meeting with the lit-
tle ones, with the poor and the dis-
carded”. “May our schools form 

hearts convinced of the mission 
for which they were created, with 
the certainty that life grows and 
matures to the extent that we give 
it for the life of others”, rather 
than “life which is preserved and 
ends up being a museum piece 
smelling of naphthalene, which 
does not help.”

Avoid “selfish elitism”
Hence “welcoming schools” 
should really have open doors, not 
just in words, where the poor can 
enter and where others can go and 
meet them. Schools should em-
body the wisdom of the Gospel, 
which is the privileged perspec-
tive from which one can learn so 
much. Schools, he said, should not 
withdraw into “selfish elitism”, 
but must be places where students 
“live together with everyone, 
where brotherhood is lived, know-
ing that everything is connected.”  
In this regard, the Pope said one 
should remember that “fraternity, 

in the first place, is not a moral 
duty”. Rather, it is the “objective 
identity of the human race and 
of all creation” by which “we are 
created in a family, as brothers and 
sisters”.

Forming consciences
The Pope also hopes that FLACSI 
schools “teach to discern, to read 
the signs of the times, to read 
one’s life as a gift to be grateful for 
and to share”. He hopes that they 
“have a critical attitude on devel-
opment, production and consump-
tion models, which frenetically 
push towards a shameful inequal-
ity that makes the great majority 
of the world population suffer”.   
“As you can see, my desire is that 
your schools have a conscience 
and create consciences,” the Holy 
Father said, urging FLACSI mem-
bers to be “disciples and mission-
ary schools”, “promoting faith and 
justice”. — By Robin Gomes, 
Vatican News

Schools should form consciences which 
prioritise generosity and equality

Children at Padre Viana Catholic school in Brejo Santo, Ceará state, Brazil. 
(Vatican News photo)
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Dear Editor, 

When a COVID-19 lockdown hin-
ders the missionary obligations of 
many, there is one parish priest who 
remains steadfast to his calling and 
is divinely inspired. 

In conjunction with the Solem-
nity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ, Fr Francis Xavier, 
who is stationed in Perlis, remained 
determined to serve the Lord and 
His flock. 

His seemingly simple solution 
was by no measure an ordinary ful-
filment. 

While millions missed the physi-
cal side of the celebration of the So-
lemnity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ, which is usually 
witnessed with a procession, this 
small-town parish priest and shep-
herd decided to bring the Blessed 
Sacrament to the doorstep of every 
faithful. 

Keeping strictly to the SOPs, 
from 5.00pm to 7.00pm he had a 
parishioner drive him around as 
he carried the Blessed Sacrament 
for veneration and blessings to the 

doorstep of parishioners scattered 
all over his parish. 

In his own words, indeed this was 
“a procession too long in (his) 37 
plus years as a priest and never done 
before”. 

To God be the greater glory!

J. D. Lovrenciear 
Via email

A priest inspired 
in Arau, Perlis

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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How a ‘culture of conversion’ 
transformed a Catholic high school
An all-boys Catholic high school in 

Tampa, Florida is attracting atten-
tion for fostering a faith-filled envi-

ronment that helped lead nearly two dozen 
of its students to the Church last month. 

“Coming off of COVID, there was really 
a hunger and an openness and a desire for 
God that, at least on our campus, we had 
never seen before,” said Jimmy Mitchell, 
director of campus ministry at Jesuit High 
School in Tampa.

Jesuit High School saw 22 students con-
vert this past year through its RCIA pro-
gramme — making 2020 “one of the most 
beautiful and fruitful years that our campus 
has ever seen,” Mitchell said. 

The large number of converts has “eve-
rything to do with the culture of conver-
sion, brotherhood and discipleship” at the 
school, Mitchell said. 

He said that, as campus minister he seeks 
to “infiltrate” every aspect of the students’ 
lives at school, including their classroom 
learning and their participation in music 
and sports. He also seeks to get to know 
the students and take a deep and personal 
interest in their lives. 

Mitchell said the school seeks to make 
Catholicism “appealing, attractive, and ac-
cessible” for the young men, with a special 
emphasis on seeking out underclassmen. 

“If we can catch them in their freshman 
year, we’ve got them for good,” Mitchell 
laughed. 

“In a world that has normalised sin like 
never before, there’s a growing communi-
ty, a growing brotherhood of young men in 
Tampa who are normalising holiness,” he 

said, reiterating that the increase in conver-
sions at the school is “unprecedented.” 

Of the 22 students who entered the 
Church this year, 14 of them were baptised; 
many of them had entered high school with 
no faith at all, Mitchell said. 

Toward the beginning of the school year, 
Mitchell and his fellow campus ministers 
observed a surge in attendance at daily 
Mass and confession offered at the school’s 
recently-renovated chapel. 

Mitchell credited much of the campus re-
newal to the actions of school president Fr 
Richard Hermes, SJ. 

Under Fr Hermes’ leadership, the school 

has been “transformed” in the faith, he 
said. 

Fr Hermes, who has led the school for 
the past 13 years, said that the school has 
devoted much effort to developing the 
campus ministry program, particularly the 
retreats it offers. 

“As the years went by, we really started 
to articulate the retreat programme better 
and better,” he said, adding that the retreats 
and pilgrimages are centred around daily 
Mass, small group discussions, and partici-
pants sharing their faith. 

Another of Fr Hermes’ actions, Mitchell 
said, was to reshape the school’s theology 

department where the entire staff not only 
teaches Catholic doctrine, but has a “zeal 
for souls.”

Fr Hermes said he works to ensure that 
all the school’s teachers are well-creden-
tialed, believe in God and adhere to the 
Church’s Magisterium — but also seeks to 
ensure that they are effective at reaching 
teenage men. 

As president of the school, Fr Hermes 
said his role is to ensure that the school has 
a Catholic identity.

“That’s what motivates us. That’s the 
heart of who we are and why we’re here,” 
he said. 

A group of students from Jesuit High School, an all-boys school in Tampa, Florida, praying in front of Our Lady. (CNA photo/Jimmy Mitchell)

Availability of the sacraments, a draw for the students 

Ryan Feocco, a fixture of Jesuit High 
School’s basketball team, graduated 

from the school this year and is planning to 
attend the University of Florida in the fall.

Feocco said that he grew up in a relatively 
irreligious household, and he largely forged 
his own religious path. He said that in enter-
ing Jesuit High School, he did not at first 
find the idea of Catholicism appealing but 
tried to approach it with an open mind. He 
described his first few years of high school 
as “a time in my life where I wasn’t really 
who I truly was.”

Ultimately, thanks in large part to the 
school’s peer groups as well as to his the-
ology courses, he learned that the moral 
teachings of the Catholic faith aligned with 

his own beliefs. Through a series of events, 
“God revealed Himself,” he said. 

Feocco says he prayed for clarity, and 
asked God to place the right people in his 
life; a close friend helped him greatly in his 
faith journey, he said. 

He decided to join RCIA during his sen-
ior year, and was received into the Church 
in May. He said his parents were very sup-
portive of his decision. 

Feocco said he has several friends and 
fellow Jesuit graduates who are also plan-
ning to attend the University of Florida, and 
that he hopes they continue to support each 
other and attend Mass together while in col-
lege. 

He said he has found prayer to be the key 

to keeping his faith strong. 
“When I first came to school, I just re-

cited the words and didn't think anything of 
it. But prayer is undoubtedly, in my opin-
ion, one of the most important things in the 
faith,” Feocco said. 

“You spending that time praising and glo-
rifying God through your own words — it 
shows that you're willing to give Him all 
that you have. Building that prayer life aids 
tremendously in what you can become in 
the faith.”

For fellow educators seeking to build a 
similar Catholic community at their school, 
Fr Richard Hermes, SJ said the first thing 
is to understand that such an undertaking is 
the Lord’s work. 

Though changing a school’s culture may 
take time, he urged against discouragement. 
Teens respond well to seeing adults living 
their faith, Fr Hermes noted. 

Jimmy Mitchell said that Jesuit High 
School holds the faith in great esteem and 
seeks to convince students that there is 
“nothing more exciting than sharing the 
love of God with others.”

Several young men that Mitchell has 
counselled have already entered success-
ful college and post-college careers. At the 
end of the day, Mitchell says his job is “lov-
ing them well” and proclaiming the Gospel 
clearly. 

“The Lord does everything else,” he said. 
— By Jonah McKeown, CNA

Jimmy Mitchell, director of campus min-
istry at Jesuit High School said a key 

factor in the campus’ “dynamic, orthodox, 
authentically Catholic culture” is the avail-
ability of the sacraments. Mass is offered 
daily, along with regular Eucharistic adora-
tion and, on the first Friday of each month, 
confession is available all day to the young 
men. 

The school also seeks to emphasise 
beauty, Mitchell said. The school’s setting 
in the Florida landscape is itself beautiful, 
he noted, but its crown jewel is the newly-
renovated, $10 million Romanesque chapel. 

The chapel, dedicated in 2018, was rede-
signed to encourage devotion to God. The 
renovation featured a larger space than be-
fore, with a clearly demarcated sanctuary, 

a prominent tabernacle and altar, a large 
19th century stained glass window, elegant 
wooden pews, and numerous references to 
the Society of Jesus. School president Fr 
Richard Hermes, SJ said at the time of the 
dedication, that he wanted the new chapel 
to “bespeak the sacred. When you walk in 
there, you’re gonna know this is a sacred 
space and a holy chapel.”

“The main vision was sacred space, and 
nobility, and make it a place where not only 
Mass is celebrated, but devotions, the rosa-
ry or Stations of the Cross,” Fr Hermes said. 

In addition to organising 18 annual re-
treats for the students, Mitchell and his fel-
low ministers facilitate peer groups among 
the young men. Groups of eight to ten stu-
dents convene regularly during lunch pe-

riods to discuss their faith, he said, engag-
ing in vulnerable conversations about their 
struggles and sharing wisdom and counsel 
with each other. 

He said many upperclassmen commit to 
acting as “peer ministers,” attending daily 
Mass and weekly confession, and spear-
heading the discipleship groups. 

One such leader is rising senior Jackson 
Graham, who serves as president of the 
school’s peer ministry club. He said that he 
is considering options for college, as well 
as discerning the priesthood through the 
Jesuits. 

Though Graham grew up in a Catholic 
household, he said he somewhat drifted 
from his faith early in his high school ca-
reer. Graham said the experience of the 

pandemic in 2020 helped him realise “how 
much worse my life was when I was not 
putting God first.”

Graham committed to daily Mass and 
daily rosaries to help with conquering vices. 
He said that returning to school in person 
presented him with an opportunity for a 
“new beginning.”

Throughout the rest of his high school ca-
reer and beyond, Graham said he plans to 
continue daily prayer and attending daily 
Mass, and plans to maintain a men’s group 
where members can discuss the faith and 
hold each other accountable. 

“Don’t be afraid to cast your net out and 
really start diving into your faith. The Lord 
gives you the courage you need, and it's at-
tractive,” Graham said. 

Prayer the key to keeping faith strong
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The name Karl Marx is not 
foreign in the worlds of aca-
demia and politics. He was 

born in Trier, Germany, on May 
5, 1818, and died in London on 
March 14, 1883. He was a multi-
disciplinary scholar in the fields 
of philosophy, history, sociology, 
political science and economics. 
His major works include The Com-
munist Manifesto (1848) and Das 
Kapital (three volumes, 1867-83).

Marx’s critical theories about 
society, economics and politics are 
synthesised in what is known as 
Marxism, which explored how hu-
man societies transformed through 
class conflict, namely be-tween and 
within the ruling classes (bourgeoi-
sie) and the working classes (prole-
tariat). The bour-geoise controlled 
the means of production, while 
the proletariat simply worked for 
wages.

By deploying historical material-
ism, Marx asserted that capitalism 
caused many tensions. These ten-
sions pushed for class conscious-
ness, leading to the establishment 
of what Marx called “a classless, 
communist society.” But what 
does this mean? Does a classless, 
communist society mean a society 
without religion?

In 2002, John Raines published 
an insightful book titled Marx on 
Religion. This book was a com-
pilation of Karl Marx’s commen-
taries on religious issues. The 
translated version in Indonesian 
then appeared in 2003, with an ex-
cellent introduction by a German-
born Jesuit priest and philos-opher, 
Franz Magnis-Suseno.

The book, containing Marx’s 
critiques on religion, particularly 
Christianity, is a thought-provok-
ing one to ponder. Marx criticised 
not only the roles and functions of 

religion in his time but also ques-
tioned the relevance of religion to 
one’s spirituality, ethics and moral-
ity. Marx was clearly uncomfort-
able with the fact of religion being 
used by those in power for their 
own political and economic ends.

This led Marx to conclude that 
religion is simply “the opium of the 
people” and as opium it must there-
fore be eliminated. The elimination 
of religion is critical for people to 
find their true self and happiness. 
However, Marx’s main challenge 
was neither to religion itself nor to 
the community of believers. In fact, 
he criticised the power structures 
and practices that have allowed re-

ligion to be used as a legitimisation 
for oppression and exploitation. 
Implicitly, according to Marx, reli-
gion can only be maintained if it is 
meaningful to society. It was thus 
imperative for religions, particu-
larly Christianity in Marx’s time, to 
review and renew themselves.

Marx’s ideas on religion were 
influenced by real experiences dur-
ing his upbringing, adolescence 
and adulthood. The socioeconomic 
and politico-religious situation of 
the time must be taken into con-
sideration in understanding Marx’s 
critique on religion. His thought-
provoking thesis on religion was 
politically and economically con-
ditioned. His theory should thus be 
examined in the light of this con-
text.

In our contemporary context to-
day, Karl Marx’s notion of religion 
may be considered as a call for reli-
gious people to remain critical, and 
to liberate religions from the hands 

of those who may incline to use it 
as a justification for oppression and 
exploitation, and even for violence 
and brutality.

In countries like Indonesia where 
religion tends to be taken for grant-
ed, Marx’s view is a positive chal-
lenge, not so much for a total abo-
lition of religions but more so for 
honest introspection and autocri-
tique. Marx calls us to religiously 
reform from within.

Prof Dr Franz Magnis-Suseno 
SJ, in his introduction to the trans-
lated edition of the book (2003), 
suggests that criticism of religion is 
essential. Echoing Marx, Magnis-
Suseno asks us as people of faith 
to be critical of political power 
structures and practices. He also 
encourages us to acknowledge our 
involvement in social oppression 
and exploitation, past and present, 
with the hope that this realisation 
may prevent us from repetition of 
harmful involvement in the future. 

Magnis-Suseno further asserts that 
religion should be a liberating force 
for people, from the experience of, 
and the involvement in, any type 
of systematic injustice. Religion 
which has lost its liberating func-
tion must therefore be called to re-
view and reform itself.

A call for religious reform

Indonesian Buddhists carry out a pradaksina procession during the 2021 Tri Holy Vesak Day Celebration at Sewu 
Temple, Klaten, Central Java, on May 29, 2021. (UCA News photo). 

Implicitly, in the opinion of Karl 
Marx, religion as an ideology 

seems to have always been a fer-
tile ground for political power 
compromises throughout the ages. 
These compromises may allow 
some kind of negative tolerance 
to exist in dealing with social and 
economic injustices. Here religion 
seems to have entered the politi-
cal arena, and politics sneaks into 
religious space. The two, religion 
and politics, become no longer 
two distinct entities and factions 
but are combined in a reciprocity 
structure. They feed and exploit 
each other.

In closely observing the practice 
of religion and the social interac-
tions of people in his lifetime, 
Marx thus concluded that religion 
was a creation of those in power 
for their own interest, an interest 
that is perpetuated. Understand-
ably, this conclusion has attracted 
much debate and controversy, 
particularly when Marx labelled 
religion as “the opium of the peo-
ple,” and as opium it should be 
completely abolished, unless reli-
gion itself stops functioning that 
way. A rhetorical question can be 

posed: Can religion ever be com-
pletely abolished even though it 
continues to be experienced as 
opium?

A complete abolition of religion 
may also mean a complete elimi-
nation of humanity. Religion, in 
its broad sense, is as old as hu-
manity. They coexist, and their 
coexistence indicates their inter-
dependence, depending also on 
what and how one’s understand-
ing of religion is. Religion can be 
seen as a human business concern-
ing human interactions with both 
visible and invisible phenomena. 
It is important to make a distinc-
tion between religion as a power 
and social structure, and religion 
as an individual and community 
expression of faith and identity.

It is fair to argue that Karl Marx 
mainly criticised structured reli-
gion and challenged its misuse; he 
was not too obsessed with religion 
itself in terms of experimenting 
with ways to eliminate it. He sim-
ply proposed that it was time for 
religion to be “buried” more in a 
metaphorical sense, so new seeds 
could grow from it for the benefit 
of all in societies. In fact, as in the 

case of Indone-sia, religions are 
not only still alive today but have 
become increasingly powerful.

Marx was a radical thinker, but 
any efforts to totally eliminate 
religion have proved to be mean-
ingless. He simply hoped for, and 
expected, a radical change for the 
betterment of humanity. He may 
be correct in his critique of reli-
gion, but his critique needs to be 
understood in the context of his 
time and struggle. His contro-
versial views on religion cannot 
therefore be seen as a universal 
representation of realities in dif-

ferent places and times.
It is crucial to bear in mind that 

religion has always been a com-
plex phenomenon. Marx’s call for 
the complete abolition of religion 
in the 19th century must never be 
taken literally. Rather it should be 
understood in context and be in-
terpreted as a call for religious re-
form. But can that call for reform 
be considered as an important and 
urgent matter in Indonesia? Any 
reform requires a lot of courage.

After the fall of Suharto in 
1998, Indonesia began its reform 
era. The year 1998 marked the 
end of Indonesia’s “dark era” 
and the beginning of a new era of 
enlightenment for Indonesian de-
mocracy. The politics of hope for 
a new-look Indonesia where there 
is equality and inclusion, freedom 
of expression and supremacy of 
law remains to be a work in pro-
gress. The loss of Ahok in the 
2017 Jakarta governor election 
mainly due to his religion and 
ethnicity, and the choice of Joko-
wi’s vice president, an Islamic 
cleric and lecturer Ma’ruf Amin, 
can be seen as indication that re-
ligion can still be used as a politi-

cal means of power and ambition. 
Marx’s critique remains relevant.

Religious reform is first and 
foremost about inner transforma-
tion of the way we carry out our 
lives according to the core of our 
faith. At every stage of history, 
including now, it is evident that 
there is also a continuing need 
for powerful religious structures 
to be reformed so that they also 
live out the mission of their faith, 
always siding with the poor and 
marginalised, and not being used 
as a tool for oppression by the rich 
and powerful.

Karl Marx’s interpretation of 
religion should challenge us to 
strengthen our faith in the good-
ness of God, humanity and na-
ture. — By Dr Justin Wejak, 
ucanews.com

l Dr Justin Wejak studied phi-
losophy in Indonesia, theology 
and anthropology in Australia 
and currently teaches at the Uni-
versity of Melbourne. The views 
expressed in this article are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the official editorial 
position of UCA News.

Karl Marx’s 
interpretation of 
religion should 
challenge us to 

strengthen our faith in 
the goodness of God, 
humanity and nature

Religion as an ideology is fertile ground for political power compromises
Marx on Religion by John Raines.

Karl Marx

Prof Dr Franz Magnis-Suseno, 
SJ, Professor of Philosophy at               
Driyarkara School of Philosophy.
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Jesus Is Lord Over Nature Word Tiles
Cut the tiles along the dotted lines, shuffle the tiles, and  

reassemble them to make the phrase.

Father’s Day is on 20th June. Let us pray 
to God to bless all fathers in the world, 
may God give them grace and patience to 
handle situations in a loving way. Amen. 

He said to His disciples, “Why are you so 
afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
(Mark 4:40)

In today’s Gospel reading Jesus fell asleep in the boat 
with the apostles when a big storm came up. 

The apostles were frightened and woke Him. Jesus stood up and said 
something and the storm and the sea obeyed Him,

What did he say? Use the code to find out!

B E I L Q S T U

In today’s Gos-
pel reading, the 

Apostles became 
very afraid when a 
storm came up and 
the boat they were 
in started to sink. 
Jesus was asleep in 
the boat, but when 
they woke Him up, 
He told the storm to 
stop and it did!
Have you ever 

been very afraid? 
There are lots  of 
things that can re-
ally scare us. Je-
sus wants us to turn 
to Him with faith 
when we are afraid. 
Sometimes God lets 
us be scared so that 
we will remember to 
ask Him for help. 
If ever you feel 

scared, pray to Je-
sus right away. He 
can help to calm 
your fear and He 
can help you to make 
good decisions. God 
is always there 
for us, even when 
things seem hope-
less! Here’s an easy 
prayer you can say:
Jesus, I trust in 

You!

Love, 
Aunty Eliz
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KOTA KINABALU: A total of 
2,594 youths from the three Arch/
dioceses in Sabah (Kota Kinabalu, 
Keningau and Sandakan)  have 
registered for the Virtual Sabah 
Youth Day-5 (SYD5), July 19-23. 

Here is the breakdown of the 
participants; 1,464 participants 

(Archdiocese of Kota Kinabalu), 
674 participants (Diocese of Ken-
ingau), 430 participants (Diocese 
of Sandakan) and seven other 
participants from Sarawak (Arch-
diocese of Kuching and Miri Dio-
cese).

The Main Organising Team 
(MOT) and Sub-MOT organisers 
comprising 171 people brought 
the total number of entries to over 
2,700 people. Also included were 

16 entries from the clergy and re-
ligious.

This unprecedented number of 
youths who have registered even 
though it will be held virtually, 
shows that the youths in Sabah re-
ally missed this gathering and are 
looking forward to this important 
event.

Since 2004, Sabah Youth Day 
is one of the main events for all 
Catholic youths in Sabah to gather. 
However, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the SYD5 which was 
supposed to have been held in Au-
gust last year had to be postponed.

By maintaining the theme “Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let 
it be with me according to your 
word.” Luke 1:38, the organisers 
learned from Mother Mary to re-
main submissive to God and say 
yes to His will in any situation of 
life.

This year’s SYD5 will be held 
in a new normal where all partici-
pants will follow the SYD5 online 
through their laptops or mobile 
phones  from wherever they are.

Currently, preparations for the 
SYD5 are in full swing. Despite 
being bound by the new norms/

SOPs, they remain in high spirits, 
especially those who are involved 
in the sessions and also the per-
formers. The COVID-19 pandem-
ic has not broken the spirits or the 
faith of the youths. 

SYD5 will be from 5.30pm 
to 9.00pm daily during the five-
day event. Some sessions will be 
conducted through the Zoom app 
which is open to registered partici-
pants only.

Wait for SYD5 virtually and 
visit their website https://sabah-
catholicyouth.com, Facebook and 
Youtube for updates.

MUMBAI, India: 
Abraham Tagit 
Sorang has be-

come the youngest climber 
from Arunachal Pradesh to 
reach the summit of Ever-
est.

The 24-year-old, who is a mem-
ber of the Arunachal Pradesh Cath-
olic Association, reached the top 
of the world’s highest peak on the 
morning of May 31 and returned 
home, June 13.

An ethnic Nyishi and a native 
of Sepaha, a village in Kra-Daadi 
district, Sorang attends St Mary’s 
Parish in Itanagar, where he was 
responsible for young people and 
active in community life.

Reaching the top of Mount Ever-
est “did not come easy,” he said. “It 
took four years to prepare fors my 
climb. Among many other factors, 
financial constraint almost stopped 
my journey.” Fortunately for him, 
the Arunachal Pradesh Catholic 
Association (APCA) came to his 
aid.

“Had it not been for APCA, my 
journey to Mt Everest would not 
have even started,” said the young 
man.

“They began a crowdfunding 
campaign through their WhatsApp 
group to help me with the required 
funds.” What is more, “I have been 
blessed by the prayerful support 

of people across the state and the 
powerful protection of Mother 
Mary.”

Sorang is particularly devoted to 
Our Lady. On his Everest climb he 
brought with him a small statue of 
the Virgin, which he placed on the 
snow along with a rosary he shared 
on social media, along with anoth-

er shot that shows him with the flag 
of the Catholic association.

“I was baptised into the Catholic 
Church in 2000,” he said, but “my 
parents were Baptists. I studied 
at the St Claret School from pre-
school and felt a strong call to be-
come a Catholic.”

“After my mother died in 2003, 
Mother Mary became my mother 
and, on every expedition, I have 
carried my Rosary and a picture of 
Mother Mary.”

“For Bishop John Thomas of 

Itanagar, Sorang is a model for all 
young people”, said Fr Felix An-
thony.

“Although from a remote vil-
lage, he was not defined by his mi-
lieu. He strove to excel and Everest 
was the target he set for himself,” 
said Fr Anthony. “May he inspire 
the young people of Arunachal 
Pradesh, beset by unfavourable sit-
uations, to search for higher peaks 
on their path to success.”

Arunachal Pradesh State authori-
ties and Federal Minister for Youth, 
Kiren Rijiju also congratulated the 
young Catholic.

For his part, Sorang hopes that 
this venture will inspire the local 
government to take measures to 
develop adventure tourism in the 
state.

“Many peaks in Arunachal 
Pradesh have not yet been scaled, 
like the Kangto Peak,” Sorang 
noted. “With adventure tour-
ism many unemployed youth can 
earn a living as guides, porters or 
even as trekking organisers in the 
State.” — By Nirmala Carvalho,                    
Asianews

Young Catholic from Arunachal Pradesh 
reaches the top of Everest

The Main Organising Team visiting the Broadcast station at the Catholic Archdiocesan Centre, Kota Kinabalu.

SABAH 
YOUTH DAY 5

Thousands register for Sabah Youth Day-5

Abraham Tagit Sorang succeeded with the support of his local Catholic association.

He placed a rosary and statue of the 
Virgin Mary in the snow.
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FATIMA, Portugal: Being an altar 
server should be a “profession of 
faith” to the entire parish commu-
nity, Pope Francis told young men 
and women participating in Portu-
gal’s annual altar servers pilgrim-
age to Fatima.

“Don’t follow negative people 
but rather radiate the light and hope 
that come from God,” he wrote in a 
message read May 1 as about 1,000 
altar servers sat socially distanced 
outdoors at the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Fatima.

“Be holy. Be original” was the 
theme for the altar servers’ 25th 
national pilgrimage and was the fo-
cus of Pope Francis’ message to the 
young people, which was reported 
on the website of the Portuguese 
bishops’ conference.

The Pope asked them to be par-
ticularly careful when serving at 
Mass to always behave in a way 
that “is fitting in the service of holy 
things,” especially when they are 
near the altar, but also when they 
make the sign of the cross, kneel 
or are joining in the prayers and 
hymns.

“You have been taught — and it 
is true — that at Holy Mass, that 
small piece of bread becomes the 
Body of Christ and the wine in 
the chalice becomes the Blood of 
Christ,” he said. When serving 
at the altar, “your eyes do not see 
Jesus, but your heart and your lips 
adore him.”

“It is true,” the Pope wrote, “Je-
sus is there as real and perfectly as 
he is in heaven; and, seeing you, he 
must recognise an angel.”

“Put all the enthusiasm of your 
age into your encounter with Je-
sus,” the Pope told them. “Offer 
Jesus your hands, your thoughts 
and your time, and he will not fail 
to reward you, granting you true 
joy and making you feel where the 
most complete happiness is found.”

The call to imitate the saints is 
not a call to become “a photocopy” 
of any of them, he said, rather it is 
a call to be like them in finding “the 
unique and specific path” that God 
has for each person.

“Do not let yourselves fall into 
mediocrity, which debases us and 
makes us gray,” the Pope wrote. 

“Life is not gray. Life should point 
us toward grand ideals.”

Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich 
of Luxembourg, president of the 
European association of altar serv-

ers, celebrated Mass for the young 
people in Fatima and told them that 
he had been an altar server from the 
age of seven and throughout high 
school.

Holiness, he told them, “does 
not mean becoming an extrater-
restrial,” but begins with “small 
gestures of service in your families 
and groups of friends.” — CNS

Pope urges altar servers to be signs of faith 
to their parishes

A file photo of Pope Francis meeting with the Members of Knights of the Altar in 2018. (Photo/Regnum Christi)

KUALA LUMPUR: In an engag-
ing session led by Fiona Biggs 
and Anju Vishie, the youth from 
the Kristus Aman Youth Ministry 
(KAYM) and John Paul II Teens 
Ministry (JPII Teens Ministry) 
had a night filled with laughter 
and understanding at their joint 
gathering on the last Saturday of 
May. The Clue In session, based 
around the theme of identifying 
where God has been during these 
difficult times, created a space 
for many who have been feeling 
demotivated and disconnected 
from God and community.

The participants were enthu-
siastically greeted by two en-
ergetic emcees from the JPII 
Teens Ministry who managed to 
quickly break the ice between 
participants from different youth 
ministries with their interesting 
conversational topics. After an 
opening prayer, participants were 
broken up into groups for the 
opening game: Make Your Story. 
Encouraging every individual to 
let their creative juices flow and 
engage with one another, gam-
emasters from KAYM gave each 
group the opportunity to work 
together and create their unique 
stories on a Google Jamboard.

After a spirit-filled sharing 
from each group, the session then 
naturally flowed into the presen-
tation of the main content for the 
evening by speaker Fiona Biggs. 
She began with an introduction 
on the importance of gratitude, 

and asked participants to list 
down five things from the previ-
ous day that they were grateful 
for. From this exercise, Fiona 
dived deeper into the importance 
of consciously practicing grati-
tude since our natural survival 
instinct causes us to remember 
negative memories more than 
positive ones.

Then, a video titled, Beware of 
Bad News was shared. It high-
lighted the way news today is de-
signed to hold attention and tends 
to distract us from being able to 
live with an aim to thrive in-

stead of to just survive. With this 
thought in mind, the participants 
did a quick exercise to make a 
list of memories that were posi-
tive. Their many responses in the 
chat were heartwarming as many 
had huge realisations of the great 
blessings they experience daily.

Delving deeper into the subject 
of learning how to recognise the 
blessings in our lives, the five 
love languages were introduced: 
quality time, words of affirma-
tion, acts of service, receiving 
gifts, and physical touch. At this 
point, a second speaker, Anju, 

came forward to share her testi-
mony on discovering the impor-
tance of nurturing one’s ability to 
receive love based on their love 
language. The participants were 
then given time to take a quiz 
to find out what their primary 
love languages were so that they 
could be more mindful about 
how to give and receive love 
from others.

To further instil the mindset 
of gratitude, participants were 
given a reflective task of listing 
down the blessings in their life, 
be it in terms of people, places, 

gifts or achievements. After this, 
they were separated into break-
out rooms where they shared the 
insights they had gained from the 
input shared and the reflective 
exercises which they took part in. 
Many participants shared about 
how they were able to see God’s 
hand in their life more clearly 
through these blessings.

In the final segment of the ses-
sion, the speaker introduced the 
practice of Ignatian Journaling 
to the participants as a tool they 
could utilise as they seek to make 
sense of the developments in their 
life and to hear God’s voice with 
greater clarity. The two types of 
writing styles introduced were 
descriptive writing and ‘captured 
moments’ writing. With a time-
limit of three and five minutes 
respectively, participants were 
tasked with writing continuously 
on a piece of paper. 

The participants found the 
fruit of these exercises insightful, 
with a few of them volunteering 
to share what they learned after 
reviewing their writing. It was 
certainly a tool with the potential 
to add greater depth to their spir-
itual life. The session ended here, 
with a closing prayer from one of 
the emcees and a group picture. 
All in all the gathering was a 
success, bringing together youth 
from different parishes to grow 
together and to be empowered by 
the growth of each other. — By 
Clarise Tan and Geena Low

Young people gather for an engaging session on gratitude.

STEPPING CLOSER TO GODGRATITUDE:
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“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith.” – 2 Tim. 4:7

Forever Missed, Forever Loved.
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord.                                   

Let your perpetual light shine upon him.                             
May his soul rest in peace.

Stephen James Murugasu

14TH 
ANNIVERSARY

26th June 2007

          
“The Lord is my 

shepherd, there is 
nothing I shall want.            

He makes me lie down in 
green pastures: He leads 

me beside still waters. 
He restores my soul.”            

– Ps 23
Eternal rest grant unto 

him O Lord and let 
perpetual light shine 

upon him. May his soul 
rest in peace.

Deeply missed                       
and remembered by:     

Flo, Fanny, Felcy,  
Fiddy, Felix, Flory, 
Faustin & families.

4th Year Anniversary                                                
In Ever Loving Memory of

Xavier Franklin 
Gomez

From the Lord: 
20.11.1941

To the Lord: 
24.6.2017

         

Your presence we miss, Your memory we treasure                        
Loving you always, Forgetting you never                                          

You will live in our hearts forever.
Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them O Lord                                

and Let Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them.                        
May their souls rest in peace. Amen.

Always remembered and not forgotten by Loved Ones.

Mr. Sinnappan Ananthan 
Anthony Samy

Returned to the Lord:                          
24th June 2013

8th Anniversary

Mrs. Theresammah 
Anthony Samy

Returned to the Lord:                              
25th June 1997

24th Anniversary
In Ever Loving Memory of
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St Aloysius of  Gonzaga
The Lord can make saints anywhere, even 

amid the brutality and license of Renais-
sance life. Florence was the “mother of pi-

ety” for Aloysius Gonzaga despite his exposure 
to a “society of fraud, dagger, poison, and lust.” 
As a son of a princely family, he grew up in royal 
courts and army camps. His father wanted Aloy-
sius to be a military hero.

At age 7 Aloysius experienced a profound 
spiritual quickening. His prayers included the 
Office of Mary, the psalms and other devotions. 
At age 9 he came from his hometown of Castigli-
one to Florence to be educated; by age 11 he was 
teaching the catechism to poor children, fasting 
three days a week, and practicing great austeri-
ties. When he was 13 years old, he travelled with 
his parents and the Empress of Austria to Spain, 
and acted as a page in the court of Philip II. The 
more Aloysius saw of court life, the more dis-
illusioned he became, seeking relief in learning 
about the lives of saints.

A book about the experiences of Jesuit mis-
sionaries in India suggested to him the idea of 
entering the Society of Jesus, and in Spain his 
decision became final. This began a four-year 
contest with his father. Eminent churchmen and 

laypeople were pressed into service to persuade 
Aloysius to remain in his “normal” vocation. 
Finally, he prevailed, was allowed to renounce 
his right to succession, and was received into the 
Jesuit novitiate.

Like other seminarians, Aloysius was faced 
with a new kind of penance — that of accepting 
different ideas about the exact nature of penance. 

He was obliged to eat more, and to take recrea-
tion with the other students. He was forbidden to 
pray except at stated times. He spent four years 
in the study of philosophy and had St Robert 
Bellarmine as his spiritual adviser.

In 1591, a plague struck Rome. The Jesuits 
opened a hospital of their own. The superior 
general himself and many other Jesuits rendered 
personal service. Because he nursed patients, 
washing them and making their beds, Aloysius 
caught the disease. A fever persisted after his 
recovery and he was so weak he could scarcely 
rise from bed. Yet he maintained his great disci-
pline of prayer, knowing that he would die three 
months later within the octave of Corpus Christi, 
at the age of 23. — Franciscan Media

John the Baptist spent his adult life prepar-
ing the way for Jesus, and proclaiming that 

“the Kingdom of Heaven is close at hand.”. He 
was born to Zachary and Elizabeth, an elderly 
married couple. The Angel Gabriel had visited 
Zachary and told him that his wife would bear 
a child, even though she was already past the 
child-bearing age.

Elizabeth was Mary’s cousin and Zachary 
was a priest of the Temple in Jerusalem. As a 
baby in the womb, John recognized Jesus’ pres-
ence in Mary’s womb when Mary visited Eliza-
beth soon after the Annunciation. Both women 
were pregnant at the same time.

John was probably born at Ain-Karim, which 
is southwest of Jerusalem. As a young adult, he 
lived as a hermit in the desert of Judea until about 
A.D. 27. When he was 30, he began to preach on 
the banks of the Jordan, calling for repentance 
and baptizing people in the river waters. When 
Jesus came to John to be baptised, John recog-
nized Jesus as the Messiah and baptised Him, 
saying: “It is I who need baptism from you.”

John continued to preach after Jesus was 

baptised, but was imprisoned not long after by 
Herod Antipas, after he denounced the king’s 
adulterous marriage with Herodias, wife of his 
half-brother Philip.

John was beheaded at the request of Salome, 
daughter of Herodias. Many came to know Je-
sus through John, including the Apostles An-
drew and John.. — CNA

On June 22, the Catholic Church remembers 
St Paulinus of Nola, who gave up his life in 

politics to become a monk, a bishop and a 
revered Christian poet of the 5th century.

In a December 2007 general audience on St 
Paulinus, Pope Benedict XVI remarked on the 
saint’s artistic gifts, which inspired “songs of 
faith and love in which the daily history of small 
and great events is seen as a history of salvation, 
a history of God with us.”

The poet-bishop’s ministry, Pope Benedict 
said, was also “distinguished by special attention 
to the poor” – confirming his legacy as “a bishop 
with a great heart who knew how to make him-
self close to his people in the sorrowful trials of 
the barbarian invasions” during the 5th century.

Born at Bordeaux in present-day France in 
354, Paulinus came from an illustrious family in 
the Roman imperial province of Aquitania. He 
received his literary education from the 
renowned poet and professor Ausonius, and 
eventually rose to the rank of governor in the 
Italian province of Campania.

Not yet baptised or a believer in Christ, 
Paulinus was nonetheless struck by the 
Campanians’ devotion to the martyr Saint Felix 
at his local shrine. He took the initiative to build 
a road for pilgrims, as well as a hospice for the 
poor near the site of Felix’s veneration.

But Paulinus grew dissatisfied with his civil 
position, leaving Campania and returning to his 
native region from 380 to 390. He also married a 
Spanish Catholic woman named Therasia. She, 
along with Bishop Delphinus of Bordeaux, and 
St Martin the Bishop of Tours, guided him 
toward conversion.

Paulinus and his brother were baptised on the 
same day by Delphinus. But it was not long into 
his life as a Christian that two shattering upheav-
als took place. Paulinus’ infant son died shortly 
after birth; and when Paulinus’ brother also died, 
he was accused in his murder.

After these catastrophes, Paulinus and 
Therasia mutually agreed to embrace monasti-
cism, living in poverty and chastity. Around 390, 
they both moved to Spain. Approximately five 
years after his change of residence and lifestyle, 
the residents of Barcelona arranged for Paulinus’ 
ordination as a priest.

During 395 he returned to the Italian city of 
Nola, where he and his wife both continued to 
live in chastity as monks. Paulinus made impor-
tant contributions to the local church, particularly 
in the construction of basilicas. In 409, the monk 
was consecrated as the city’s bishop.

Paulinus served as the Bishop of Nola for two 
decades. His gifts as a poet and composer of 
hymns were matched by his knowledge of 

Scripture, his generosity toward the poor, and his 
devotion to the saints who had preceded him – 
especially St Felix, whose intercession he 
regarded as central to his conversion.

Praised by the likes of St. Augustine and St 
Jerome for the depth of his conversion to Christ, 
the Bishop of Nola was regarded as a saint even 
before his death on the evening of June 22, 431. 
— CNA

St Paulinus of Nola

Patron Saint of: 
 Catholic Youth
 Teenagers
 Seminarians
 Plague victims
 AIDS sufferers and their caregivers.
 Valmontone, a town in Lazio
 Alezio, a town in South Italy

Feastday: June 21

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, June 20
(2 Timothy 2:8,11-13)
Remember the Good News that 
I carry, ‘Jesus Christ risen from 
the dead, sprung from the race 
of David’. Here is a saying that 
you can rely on: ‘If we have died 
with him, then we shall live with 
him. If we hold firm, then we shall 
reign with him. If we disown him, 
then he will disown us. We may 
be unfaithful, but he is always 
faithful, for he cannot disown his 
own self.’

Monday, June 21
(Romans 12:1-2)
Think of God’s mercy, my broth-
ers, and worship him, I beg you, 
in a way that is worthy of think-
ing beings, by offering your living 
bodies as a holy sacrifice, truly 
pleasing to God. Do not model 
yourselves on the behaviour of 
the world around you, but let your 
behaviour change, modelled by 
your new mind. This is the only 
way to discover the will of God 
and know what is good, what it is 
that God wants, what is the per-
fect thing to do.

Tuesday, June 22
(Isaiah 55:1)
Oh, come to the water all you 
who are thirsty;
though you have no money, 
come!
Buy corn without money, and eat,
and, at no cost, wine and milk.

Wednesday, June 23
(Deuteronomy 4:39-40a)
Understand this today and take it 
to heart; the Lord is God indeed, 
in heaven above as on earth be-
neath, he and no other. Keep his 
laws and commandments as I 
give them to you today.                                                         

Thursday, June 24
(Malachi 4:5-6)
Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the great and ter-
rible day of the Lord comes. And 
he will turn the hearts of fathers 
to their children and the hearts 
of children to their fathers, lest I 
come and smite the land with a 
curse.
Friday, June 25
(Galatians 2: 19b-20)
With Christ I hang upon the 
cross, and yetI am alive; or rath-
er, not I; it is Christ that lives in 
me. True, I am living, here and 
now, this mortal life; but my real 
life is the faith I have in the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.

Saturday, June 26
(2 Peter 3: 13-14)
What we are waiting for is what 
he promised; the new heavens 
and new earth, the place where 
righteousness will be at home. 
So then, my friend, while you are 
waiting, do your best to live lives 
without spot or stain so that he 
will find you at peace. Think of 
our Lord’s patience as your op-
portunity to be saved.

Nativity of St John the Baptist
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Evangelisation:  The beauty of marriage
Let us pray for young people who are preparing for 

marriage with the support of a Christian community: may 
they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

The future of the Church is in 
Asia, and the youth
KUALA LUMPUR: Cardinal Os-
wald Gracias believes that the fu-
ture of the Catholic Church lies in 
Asia, despite Catholics being a mi-
nority in the region.  

“The future of the Church is in 
Asia. It has tremendous possibili-
ties,” Cardinal Gracias said during 
a Catholics at Home Podcast ses-
sion held on Facebook Live June 
12. 

During the podcast, entitled Up 
Close and Personal with Cardinal 
Oswald Gracias, His Eminence 
highlighted Asia as being the centre 
of gravity for the Catholic Church 
moving forward. 

“The centre of gravity [of the 
Church] is moving away from 
Europe and the West [now to] the 
East. Asia has much to offer the 
world and to the Church,” he said.

Cardinal Gracias explained that, 
despite Catholics being a minority 
in most of Asia, they are neverthe-
less a respected minority.

In Asia [the number of Catholics] 

is very small. Except for countries 
like the Philippines and Timor-
Leste, [Catholics] are a minority, 
[but] we are a powerful and re-
spected minority,” he said, adding 
that governments take heed of the 
Church’s views. 

Despite this, the Cardinal ex-
plained that there are instances in 
which Asian governments are not 
supportive of the Catholic Church.

“There are ups and downs. [There 
will be] governments which are not 
enthusiastic about the Church’s 
role, then we have to adjust to the 
new reality, while keeping the mis-
sion in mind,” he adds.

The Cardinal added that he has a 
lot of hope for the Church in Asia, 
as the region still retains a sense 
of spirituality, a concept that has 
somewhat diminished in Western 
countries. 

“[Asia has] many dedicated 
priests, bishops and religious. 
There is a certain spirituality in 
Asia. The West is losing [this spir-

ituality], it has become more secu-
larized,” he added. 

When addressing the future of 
the Church, Cardinal Gracias also 
highlighted the importance of the 
youth in evangelisation and mis-
sionary work. 

“The youth have a big role to 
play [in evangelisation and mis-
sionary work]. They want to be 
listened to, trusted and taken seri-
ously,” he said, adding that in the 

past, bishops and priests had not 
taken their role seriously enough.

“Youth have potential because of 
their energy, time, generosity and 
passion. If we take them seriously, 
[they will then understand their 
role] in their parishes and gradually 
how to implant the Gospel in soci-
ety. They could make a big differ-
ence,” he explained. 

The Cardinal added that the 
mindset of the clergy and the bish-

ops should change with regards to 
youth involvement, explaining that 
they should be trusted with more 
responsibility and should be al-
lowed to make mistakes. 

“Listen to the youth, give them 
responsibility. We must allow them 
to make mistakes, that is how we 
[encourage] missionary work, 
evangelising, and the fulfilment of 
what God wants of them,” he said. 

Cardinal Gracias also addressed 
the plans for the Church moving 
forward, stating that Pope Fran-
cis’ vision for the Church is one 
of openness, understanding and 
collaboration. He highlights the 
Holy Father’s focus on synodality, 
collaboration with other faiths and 
inclusivity. 

Cardinal Gracias was appointed 
the Archbishop of Bombay by 
Pope Benedict XVI in 2006 and 
was made Cardinal the following 
year. He participated in the 2013 
papal conclave and is a close advi-
sor to Pope Francis. — By Anette 

Cardinal Oswald Gracias on Catholics at Home.

Sarawak Church donates PPE and 
face masks to medical frontliners

Archbishop Simon Poh donating blood at the Blood Bank of Sarawak General Hospital.

KUCHING: The Catholic Archdio-
cese of Kuching delivered 10,000 
pieces of KN95 face masks and 
6,200 pieces of SMS isolation med-
ical gowns to the Sarawak General 
Hospital on June 11, the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus.  

The donations, made collectively 
with Bishop Joseph Hii of Sibu 
Diocese and Bishop Richard Ng of 
Miri Diocese, were offers of sup-
port, with prayers, for the safety of 
medical frontliners serving Sarawak 
during this COVID-19 period.

The donations came from “gen-
erous contributions from Catholics 
and friends throughout Sarawak, 
Malaysia, and overseas,” Kuching 

Archbishop Simon Poh said, after 
handing over the parcels to Local 
Government and Housing Minister, 
Dr Sim Kui Hian and Sarawak Gen-
eral Hospital Director, Dr Ngian 
Hie Ung.

The prelate had made the ap-
peal for aid to procure personal 
protective equipment (PPE) and 
face masks during last year’s Sun-
day Masses, livestreamed amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Sarawak.

The archbishop advised the pub-
lic to adhere to the pandemic safety 
SOPs of wearing face masks and 
practising social distancing. He ex-
pressed confidence that the infec-
tion curve can be flattened if every-

one works together.
He thanked Dr Sim and Dr Ngian 

for organising the collection of the 
PPE and face masks in response 
to a letter the Church had sent to 
SDMC chairman, Datuk Amar 
Douglas Uggah Embas. He also 
thanked Alan Tay and Kevin Chin 
for volunteering staff and vehicles 
to transfer the 76 cartons of PPE 
and face masks from the archbish-
op’s office (ACCPC) store to the 
hospital, with coordination from 
hospital personnel, Mary Belare. 
“Every little bit of help contributes 
to the common good for all peo-
ple,” he said. — By Ivy Chai, To-
day’s Catholic 

KUCHING: Archbishop Simon, 
a proponent of blood donation 
drives, walked the talk and do-
nated blood at the Blood Bank of 
Sarawak General Hospital (SGH) 
June 16. 

Such blood donation drives were 
carried out annually in St Joseph’s 
and St Mark’s Church Hall during 
Lent, Advent and Ramadan before 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We have been continually re-
minding our people to give blood 
to save lives as a concrete response 
of living our Christian social re-
sponsibility.  This is even more 
crucial during this pandemic, when 
we are not able to hold our regular 
blood donation drives in our church 
premises,” said Archbishop Poh.

“Let us bring the mercy of the 

Lord to the people of Sarawak fac-
ing the challenges of the pandemic.  
As Catholics and Christians, we 
know we can make a difference 
when we donate in cash or kind.  
These includes giving our time to 
volunteer, sweat to distribute food 
to the families in need, and blood 
to save lives.

“Let us give thanks to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the merciful Father, the God from 
whom all help comes! He helps us 
in all our troubles, so that we are 
able to help others who have all 
kinds of troubles, with the same 
help that we ourselves have re-
ceived from God.  Just as we have 
a share in Christ’s many sufferings, 
so also through Christ we share in 
God's great help.” (2 Cor 1:3-5)

Archbishop leads the way 
in calls to donate blood

From left: Dr Ngian Hie Ung, Archbishop Simon Poh, Dr Sim Kui Hian and Mary Belare with the donation of PPE 
and face masks at the Pusat Tabung Darah Hospital Umum Sarawak, June 11, 2021. (Today’s Catholic photo)


