
VATICAN: Pope Francis has 
declined the resignation of 
Cardinal Reinhard Marx, 

offered to him last month.
In a June 10 letter, the Pope asked the influ-

ential German cardinal to continue as archbish-
op of Munich and Freising.

Writing in Spanish, Francis told Marx: “If 
you are tempted to think that, by confirming 
your mission and not accepting your resigna-
tion, this Bishop of Rome (your brother who 
loves you) does not understand you, think of 
what Peter felt before the Lord when, in his 
own way, he presented him with his resigna-
tion: ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinner,’ and 
listen to the answer: ‘Shepherd my sheep.’”

The 67-year-old cardinal is a member of the 
Pope’s Council of Cardinals and the coordina-
tor of the Vatican Council for the Economy. 
Until last year, he served as the chairman of the 
German Bishops’ Conference.

Marx sent a letter to Pope Francis May 21 
outlining his reasons for seeking to resign from 
office.

The archdiocese of Munich and Freising 
published the Cardinal’s letter to the Pope and 
personal declaration on June 4 in German, 
English, and Italian.

Marx wrote: “Without doubt, these are times 

of crisis for the Church in Germany. There are, 
of course, many reasons for this situation – also 
beyond Germany in the whole world – and I 
believe it is not necessary to state them in detail 
here.”

“However, this crisis has also been caused 
by our own failure, by our own guilt. This has 
become clearer and clearer to me, looking at 
the Catholic Church as a whole, not only today 

but also in the past decades,” he continued.
“In essence, it is important to me to share the 

responsibility for the catastrophe of the sexual 
abuse by Church officials over the past dec-
ades.”

In his response June 10, Pope Francis 
thanked Marx for his Christian courage, which 
he said is not afraid of the cross or to be hum-
bled before the reality of sin.

He also said he liked the way that the arch-
bishop had ended his letter. Marx wrote that 
he would “gladly continue to be a priest and 
bishop of this Church” and that he would like 
to dedicate his next years of service “in a more 
intense way to pastoral care and to commit my-
self to the spiritual renewal of the Church.”

“And this is my answer, dear brother,” the 
Pope said in his letter. “Continue as you pro-
pose, but as archbishop of Munich and Freis-
ing.”

Noting Marx’s reference to the crisis of the 
Church in Germany, Francis said that “the 
whole Church is in crisis because of the abuse 
issue” and the only fruitful path is “to assume 
the crisis, personally and communally.”

“Therefore, in my opinion, every bishop of 
the Church must assume it and ask himself, 
‘What should I do in the face of this catastro-
phe?’” he said.

The Pope added that the “mea culpa” the 
Church has offered in the face of past failures 
must be taken up again today.

“We are asked for a reform, which — in this 
case — does not consist in words but in atti-
tudes that have the courage to put themselves 
in crisis, to acknowledge the reality, whatever 
the consequences may be. And every reform 
begins with oneself,” he said. — CNA

l Turn to Pg 13 for more

Pope Francis 
declines Cardinal 
Marx’s resignation

Pope Francis received Cardinal Reinhard Marx, Archbishop of Munich and Freising and Coordinator 
of the Council for Economics, in a private audience at the Vatican on May 27, 2019. (Vatican Media)

So we are always of good courage. 
We know that while we are at home 
in the body we are away from the 
Lord, for we walk by faith, not by 
sight. Yes, we are of good courage, 
and we would rather be away from 
the body and at home with the 
Lord. So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please 
him.

2 Cor. 5: 6-9
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encounter 
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YANGON: A meeting between the 10 foreign 
ministers of the Association of South-east Asian 
Countries (ASEAN) and their Chinese counter-
part Wang Yi was held June 7 in the Chinese 
city of Chongqing. The crisis in Myanmar was 
among the topics discussed.

Myanmar Foreign Minister U Wunna Maung 
Lwin attended the meeting, representing the 
military junta which took power on February 
1 after arresting pro-democracy leader Aung 
Sang Suu Kyi, who is set to go on trial next 
Monday (June 14), her lawyer said June 7.

During the meeting, ASEAN foreign min-
isters stressed the need to implement the five-
point plan drafted at the end of April to reduce 
violence in Myanmar.

Singapore’s Foreign Minister, Vivian               
Balakrishnan, said ASEAN was “disappoint-
ed” with the “very slow progress” in imple-
menting the plan.

“Unfortunately, we know that there are still 
civilians who are being hurt or killed. There 
has been no release of political detainees, there 
has been no real sign of meaningful political 
dialogue and negotiation,” Channel News Asia 
quoted Balakrishnan as saying.

The minister went on to say that ASEAN had 
no intention of interfering in Myanmar’s inter-
nal affairs because “in the end, only the people 
themselves within Myanmar can determine its 
future.”

After the meeting, Indonesia’s Foreign Min-

ister, Retno Marsudi, said she raised the crisis 
during talks with Wang Yi, saying China’s sup-
port to ASEAN “will be highly appreciated”.

China made no immediate comment, but in 
a Facebook post, the Chinese Embassy in My-
anmar said that Myanmar’s new government is 
“willing to work together with ASEAN to safe-
guard the domestic stability of Myanmar” and 
implement the five-point plan.

Opponents to the military junta have criti-
cised the Chinese government for calling Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing “Myanmar’s leader.” 
Its government is not officially recognised by 
ASEAN or any single country.

Meanwhile, Aung San Suu Kyi was back in 
court June 7. During the hearing, the former 

state counsellor was able to speak for a second 
time with her legal team, after a first meeting 
on May 24.

According to local newspaper The Irrawad-
dy, Suu Kyi also asked her lawyers to provide 
food and medicines for herself and eight other 
detainees.

The court agreed to hear five out of six 
charges against Suu Kyi within 180 days of her 
arrest.

According to one of the lawyers of the leader 
of the National League for Democracy, the 
court will hear the prosecution’s evidence un-
til June 28, followed by the defence. The court 
is likely to issue a ruling by mid-August. —            
AsiaNews

ASEAN: diplomatic stalemate over Myanmar crisis



With each wave of the pandemic, 
it seems some segments of hu-
manity are succumbing to baser 

instincts.
Hatred and prejudice of the ‘other’ often 

find fertile ground during times of national 
hardship and economic difficulty.

This sounds familiar, if we look back in 
history, especially to the early 20th centu-
ry. The humiliating conditions imposed on 
Germany after its defeat in World War One 
and the economic crisis in 1929 propelled 
the Nazis to power and along with them, a 
wave of antisemitism.

The Nazis were virulently antisemitic, 
scapegoating not only the Jews but other 
bogeymen as well, such as communists and 
socialists.

Similarly, today, as economic conditions 
worsen with the pandemic, we see more 
hate speech and hate crimes popping up 
around the world. The target groups vary 
but the prejudice that fuels such hatred is 
unmistakable. Those on the receiving end 
are invariably racial and religious minori-
ties, foreigners or migrants.

As economic conditions worsen and un-
employment rises, such simmering bigotry, 
previously hidden or submerged, rises to 
the surface, like boiling water bubbling to 
the top. Racial discrimination and xeno-
phobia rear their ugly heads.

Politicians and top officials skilfully use 
such base sentiments to divert public at-

tention from their own shortcomings and 
abuse of power, or manipulate such senti-
ments to climb the political ladder.

And so, imaginary bogeymen are raised 
for the public to vent their frustration on 
and divert anger against leaders. The plun-
derers and power-hungry get a free ride. 
The first step in this kind of targeting is 
to dehumanise the ‘other’, the minorities 
or migrants or any other target, as dirty 
vermin or pests who will overwhelm us – 
which is why it is claimed that they have 
to be cleansed from society or eliminated.

This is why we must go back again and 
again to Jesus’ encounter with the Samari-
tan woman at the well. It is the longest dia-
logue that Jesus holds with anyone.

The woman was the unlikeliest candidate 
for Jesus or any other Jew to hold such a 
deep discussion with.

She was a Samaritan – a member of a 
‘foreign’ group that was despised by those 
in Judea and Galilee. The feeling was mu-
tual, due to a long history of social and reli-
gious antagonism going back half a millen-

nium. They worshipped in different ways 
and even had different holy sites – the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem for the Jews and Mount 
Gerizim for the Samaritans.

She was a woman – low in the patriar-
chal system of the time.

She was a social outcast – she had been 
married five times, and her present partner 
was not her husband. That explains why 
she was drawing water alone, at mid-day, 
and not with the other women in the morn-
ing. She was probably not used to talking 
to strangers, let alone a religious teacher.

Yet, Jesus revealed himself as the Mes-
siah to her, raising her stature – as well as 
that of the Samaritans – in the eyes of his 
followers. The woman was so overjoyed at 
this revelation that she rushed to tell every-
one who would listen about this man who 
knew everything about her.

All this was happening against a back-
drop of tough economic times, heavy taxes 
and oppressive Roman military occupa-
tion.

Now contrast that with the reception Je-

sus got in the synagogue in Nazareth when 
he related how God had found favour with 
a couple of foreigners – the widow in Za-
rephath in the region of Sidon and Naaman 
the Syrian. The residents of his hometown 
literally chased him out of town.

Elsewhere, even Nicodemus, who should 
have known better, could not fully grasp 
what Jesus was saying. He was everything 
the Samaritan woman was not. Far from 
being a social outcast, he was a teacher of 
Israel. He was a male elder, thus high up 
the patriarchal hierarchy. Like Jesus, he 
was a Jew. As a member of the Jewish rul-
ing council, he also had considerable influ-
ence.

And yet, something was holding Nic-
odemus back. He could not see Jesus the 
way the woman from Samaria – the wom-
an from that despised region whose people 
were shunned - so exuberantly did.

Jesus came to draw all of humanity to the 
Father so that we can worship in Spirit and 
in truth. In the Father’s eyes, there are no 
distinctions between ‘chosen ones’ and for-
eigners, between genders, between people 
from different rungs of the social ladder, 
between locals and foreigners.

And so, we, too, must look at how we 
treat the stranger, the scapegoat and the 
targeted in our midst, for they are just as 
beloved by God, who has no favourites. We 
need to resist the temptation to create imag-
inary bogeymen and fuel the fires of hatred.

In tough times, resist the 
temptation to target bogeymen

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Those of you who know me know that 
I have the basic attitudes of trying to 

do too much myself and wanting every-
thing immediately. I have somewhat of a 
typical city boy attitude. I definitely would 
have made a terrible farmer. Even now I’ll 
go out to the flowers and say, “Come on, 
let’s cut the bud stuff and start blooming.” 
Farmers have to be patient. Farmers also 
have to recognise that they really can’t do 
things themselves. They have to depend 
upon nature.

The Gospel reading from Mark contains 
two parables that farmers would certainly 
understand, but which drive city slick-
ers like me nuts. The first is the parable 
of the seed. The farmer plants the seed 
and goes about his routine day, day after 

day.  Eventually the seed grows, not be-
cause the farmer does something special, 
but because nature takes its course. By the 
way, to the ancients, every field of wheat, 
every flower, was a miracle of God’s hand. 
The second parable is that of the mustard 
seed, which seems insignificant, but with 
the growth that God gives becomes a plant, 
probably eight to ten feet, large enough to 
shelter the birds of the sky. These two par-
ables of the Kingdom of God tell us that 
we have to trust in God to give growth to 
the Kingdom. Furthermore, the growth He 
gives will be greater than we could ever 
imagine. The kingdom that we trust God 
to give growth to could be the Kingdom of 
our church in the world, the Kingdom of 
our parish right here, or, particularly, the 

Kingdom of our home.
There are many times when we expect 

too much of ourselves and others. To make 
matters worse, we expect too much to hap-
pen too soon. Sometimes parents expect 
their 15-year-olds to act like 21-year-olds.  
Sometimes we get thoroughly disappoint-
ed in ourselves because we are not the per-
fect people we like to imagine ourselves 
being. Sometimes we are impatient with 
how we or others are progressing in life. 
We may be upset with our home situations, 
our marriages, our families, our jobs, or 
what have you. What we have to under-
stand is that none of us are self-made men 

and women. If we trust in God He will give 
growth. This growth might be very subtle, 
nothing we can put our finger on. But after 
a while it suddenly occurs to us: God has 
brought us a long way. If we trust in God, 
the growth that He gives us will be more 
than we could imagine. We are all small 
seeds, but God can make of us great trees. 
However, if we think that we can do eve-
rything ourselves, and if we don’t trust in 
God, we won’t get anywhere. None of us 
can make ourselves or others grow.

Let me be a bit more specific with some-
thing that we all want: peace in our fami-
lies.  We have to pray to God and trust Him 
to bring his peace. To think we can cause 
peace to happen in our homes or anywhere 
without God is to give ourselves power we 
don’t have.

I am not the only person in this parish 
who puts too much pressure on himself 
or herself. I am not the only person in this 
parish who is always looking for results. 
But all of us have entrusted God with our 
lives. We must trust Him to form us into 
people more beautiful than we could have 
ever imagined.

After all, He does a pretty good job 
with the flowers. — By Msgr Joseph A                                 
Pellegrino

11th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Ezekiel 17:22-24;

2 Corinthians 5:6-10;
Gospel: Mark 4:26-34

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Eleventh Sunday: Trusting in God’s Time

HERALD June 13, 2021Forum / reFlection2



Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you, dear People of God. 
Happy Feastday to the parishes, named after 
St Anthony of Padua, patron saint of lost ar-
ticles. We are at a loss as to what’s going on 
around us. We have lost our dignity, our pride 
and conscience. Pray for our leaders and our-
selves to find our heart.

A week of doing something. The NGOs, the 
charitable bodies, and the diocesan and parish 
Caritas offices are setting up food banks and 
front line operations. 

The Johore Sultan, HRH Sultan Ibrahim 
has sent out food parcels to distribution cen-
tres. 

The vaccination rollouts are being speed-
ed up. More private hospitals and clinics 
have joined the National Immunisation Pro-
gramme. 

The migrants, refugees and undocumented 
need to be vaccinated as well. 

The people are complaining about the 
wastages and leakages, and the many contra-
dictions over social media, which is a fast and 
uncontrolled news portal. 

“The Emergency Order which was for 
COVID Control has become Comment Con-
trol”. We can presume that doing something 
is better than doing nothing.

1.0 Thought for the week: 
The disciples sought the Master to learn from 
him the stages he had passed through in his 
quest for the divine.

“God first led me by the hand,” he said,“into 
the Land of Action, and there I dwelt for sev-
eral years.” Then God returned and led me to 
the Land of Sorrows; there I lived until my 

heart was purged of every inordinate attach-
ment. 

That is when I found myself in the Land of 
Love, whose burning flames consumed what-
ever was left in me of self. 

This brought me to the Land of Silence, 
where the mysteries of life and death were 
bared before my wondering eyes. “Was that 
the final stage of your quest?” they asked. 
“No,” the Master said.

“One day God said, ‘Today I shall take you 
to the innermost sanctuary of the Temple, to 
the very heart of God.’ And I was led to the 
Land of Laughter.”

Something to ponder:
Meister Eckhart, a 13th century theologian 
and mystic said: God laughed and begot the 
Son. Together they laughed and begot the 
Holy Spirit. And from the laughter of the 
Three, the universe was born.”

Jesus said: If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father’s commandments and abide in His 
love. These things I have spoken to you, that 
my joy may be in you,  and that your joy may 
be full. (John 15:10–11)

Each passage of life leads us to Joy, which 
then moves us to laughter.

2.0 Announcements for this Week:
1. The Caritas-Diocese of Malacca Johore 
has initiated “Food Aid/ Bantuan Dapur” 
for those affected by the June MCO lock-
down. Register with the online forms pro-
vided. 

As Catholics, look out for the Friends In 
Need (FIN) and help them to register.

2. The Sacred Heart Cathedral was pleas-
antly surprised by 400 food parcels gifted 
by HRH Sultan Ibrahim, the Sultan of Jo-
hor, channelled to the POHD and the par-
ish food bank for the needy. Junjung Kasih 
Tuanku. 
3. We need to remain focussed on masking, 
distancing, washing our hands and now, reg-
istering through mySejahtera for vaccination. 
Take preventive measures to stay well. Stay 
safe.

4. Vaccinations against COVID 19: Some of 
the clergy have had their first dose, while a 
few have already completed the process with 
the second dose. Application has been made 
to the KKM to include the clergy as frontlin-
ers. Initiatives are underway for a speedy vac-
cination programme for our clergy.

5. Fr John Pereira has been appointed as the 
Head of the MJD Catechetical Ministry with 
effect from June 15, 2021

6. Two teams have been set up to study the 
documents (The Ministry of Catechists and 
Synod of Bishops updates) and present it to 
the presbyterium. The first team will be head-
ed by Fr John Pereira; and the second, by Fr 
Moses Rayappan.

3.0 This Week’s Question & Query. 
The Q asks: What does it mean to be a Dis-
cerning Church? 
(cf. The Way,Oct 2020 pp 86-87; Gaudete et 
exsultate 168-173)

1. Pope Francis saw in the Church the 
revelation of the Kingdom, but the 
Church is not the Kingdom of God. At 

the heart of the Church was the clear 
manifestation of the Spirit of Christ, the 
Gospel as the way of life for the people 
of God, a community of faithful open to 
the world, and more than an institution, 
the Church as the realisation of what is 
prophetic in Christianity.
2. Discernment requires ‘that we exam-
ine what is within us (our desires, anxie-
ties, fears and questions) and what takes 
place around us, to follow the Lord more 
faithfully. And prayerful discernment 
must be born of a readiness to listen to 
the Lord and to others, and to reality it-
self, which always challenges us in new 
ways and liberates us from rigidity, ie. 
the fear of change.
3. The Spirit asks of us, conversion and 
change of structures that impede com-
pliance to the action of the Spirit and the 
creativity that the present moment im-
poses. It is the mission of moving out-
wards, to help us grow as persons and as 
Christians as we move from our egos to 
God and others. It is using discernment 
to become “spirit-thinking grownups” 
(1 Cor.14:20)

Thank you for reading. Let us continue to 
build God’s Kingdom together. Listen to what 
the Spirit is saying to the Church. Become 
adults in the faith. Keep well and stay safe.

Bishop Bernard Paul
June 11, 2021

Click here to watch the video

MJD News Update #43Diocese of 
Malacca Johore
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Appointment of New Editor
It is with pleasure that we an-
nounce the new editor of the 
HERALD newspaper, Ms Pa-
tricia Pereira, with effect from 
July 1, 2021. Ms Pereira has 
been with the Media and Com-
munications Office of the Arch-
diocese of Kuala Lumpur for 
the past four years. She brings 
with her years of experience in 
the fields of media and com-
munication, both in the Church 
and in the corporate sector. We 
are certain that she will carry 
out the duties as Editor for the 
good of the Church and the 
community.

We also record our gratitude 
to Fr Lawrence Andrew SJ, the 
retiring editor, for his 27 years 
of service in not only starting 
this publication but also nurtur-
ing it to the high standards that 
the HERALD now displays.

Since its inception on Septem-
ber 8, 1994 in the Archdiocese 
of Kuala Lumpur, Fr Lawrence 
has expanded the HERALD’s 
distribution throughout Penin-
sular Malaysia and, eventually, 
to Sabah and Sarawak.

In its mission to commu-
nicate up-to-date news and 
Christian values, Fr Lawrence 

and his team have consistently 
reported on major events and 
milestones in parishes and in 
the dioceses. Their work also 
indirectly serves as an archive 
of the history of the Catholic 
Church in Malaysia.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Fr Lawrence ensured 
that the HERALD continued to 
reach out to as many people as 
possible in a digital format.

We hope that the new edi-
torial team can live up to the 
legacy which he leaves behind 
and continue to take this publi-
cation to greater heights.

To the Clergy, Religious and Lay Faithful                       June 1, 2021

Rt Rev Sebastian Francis, D.D 
Bishop of Penang

Most Rev Julian Leow, D.D. 
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur

Rt Rev Bernard Paul, D.D.
Bishop of Malacca-Johore

Yours fraternally,

KUALA LUMPUR: Archbishop 
Julian Leow has called on all the 
faithful to register for the COV-
ID-19 vaccination. Those yet to 
do so are invited to quickly regis-
ter via MySejahtera. This would 
help the nation in creating herd 
immunity and protecting every-
one from the deadly Coronavirus.

He said, “Dear Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ, 

“We all need to register to be 
vaccinated and to please show 
up. Protect ourselves and protect 
others. Thank you.” 

This is after another member 
of the clergy, Fr Augustine Lee, 
parish priest of the Church of 
the Sacred Heart, Bentong tested 
positive for COVID-19 and is 
currently at a private hospital in 
Kuantan.

Archbishop Leow urges 
all to register for the 

COVID-19 vaccination

KUALA LUMPUR: Fr Joachim 
Tan, parish priest of the Church of 
the Holy Rosary, Brickfields, was 
admitted to Assunta Hospital, Pet-
aling Jaya after experiencing ab-
dominal pain.

He underwent a procedure on 
June 10 to remove a blood clot that 
was discovered in his right kidney.

Archbishop Julian Leow would 
like to express his heartfelt grati-
tude to the many who have been 
praying for our clergy.

Fr Joachim Tan in hospital

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVlPSS52ImY
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As you continue reading and praying the 
Psalms, you might wonder why there is 

a different numbering of the Psalms. When a 
Greek translation was made of the Hebrew 
Bible, there was a slight change in number-
ing. The Greek Bible numbering was fol-
lowed by the Latin version which we use in 
our Liturgy. The liturgy will have one figure 
lower when there is a difference in number. 
See Divine Office (Everyday Prayer) pg. 
1337 for a full listing.

Originally the Psalms were written in He-
brew poetry which is very different from 
classical English poetry. While imagery is 
common to all poetry, elements that stand out 
more in Hebrew poetry are repetitions, key 
words and, especially, parallelism. These are 
important for prayer because as we begin to 
repeat, they become imprinted in our memo-
ry. We will see these examples in the Psalms 
we study. For now, notice that a parallelism 
occurs when the second line just makes an 

echo of the first: Eg. Ps 19 (18) - The heavens 
proclaim the glory of God, And the firmament 
shows forth the work of his hands. Or as in Ps 
2:4 – He who sits in the heavens laughs; the 
Lord is laughing them to scorn.

Songs of Ascent
There is a small collection of fifteen Psalms 
(Ps120(119)-Ps134(133) that are called 
Songs of Ascent, probably because they were 
recited during the pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
for the three pilgrimage feasts, (Dt 16:16.) 
Ps 120 (119) begins with the announcement 
of a pilgrimage and Ps 134 (133) is recited 
at the departure from Jerusalem. After look-
ing at some introductory points over the last 
few weeks, we will now start systematically 
studying different themes or types of Psalms, 
beginning with the Songs of Ascent. A few 
examples will bring forth their special char-
acteristics. The images from everyday life 
will moreover help us in our prayer.

Ps 121 (120) DO (Everyday Prayer) Wk 2 
Friday pg 525; Office of Dead pg. 1095.

This psalm is recited at the departure of 
the pilgrims from their community. They 
must be sure of their direction. They look 
up to the mountains where Jerusalem itself 
is. They need to prepare for their journey as 
we all do, preparing for a pilgrimage. They 
need God to protect them. The first paragraph 
seems to be said by the pilgrims themselves 
and the following paragraphs seem to echo 
the sentiment of the local community who 
pledge their prayers for those leaving on their 
journey.

The journey is dangerous and the pilgrims 
must be careful not to slip on a rock. At night 
the caravan stops and the guard has to warn 
them if there is danger. The guard cannot re-
lax or fall sleep. Notice the word ‘guard’ is 
repeated six times – a key word showing an 
important responsibility. They need shelter 
from the blazing sun and the bright moonlight 

as they sleep under the open sky. 
The psalmist shows that it is the Lord who 

is the guard. Jesus taught his disciples to have 
confidence in the Father. Jesus himself felt 
the Father’s presence, “I am not alone, the 
Father is with me” (Jn 16:32). Jesus prayed 
with the confidence that the Father is protect-
ing him always. We are all pilgrims on life’s 
journey, a journey that is fraught with danger 
on every side. The Lord watches our going 
and our coming. We cannot raise our eyes to 
the mountains of earthly powers. In God only 
do we trust.

Notice that the Church uses this Psalm also 
in the Office of the Dead. We pray for those 
who have gone before us, knowing with 
confidence that they are still under God’s 
watchful eye on their journey to the heavenly 
Jerusalem, as we pray at Mass, “To our de-
parted brothers and sisters….give kind admit-
tance to your kingdom.” — By Msgr James                   
Gnanapiragasam

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

There is a radical objection to prayer, which de-
rives from an observation that we all make: we 
pray, we ask and yet, sometimes, our prayers 
seem to go unheard: what we have asked for 
— for ourselves or for others — is not fulfilled. 
We often have this experience. If the thing for 
which we prayed was noble (such as interces-
sion for the health of a sick person, or for the 
end of a war, for instance), the non-fulfilment 
seems scandalous. For example, for wars: we 
are praying for wars to end, these wars in so 
many parts of the world. Think of Yemen, 
think of Syria, countries that have been at war 
for years. Countries ravaged by wars; we pray, 
and they do not come to an end. But how can 
this be? “Some even stop praying because they 
think their petition is not heard” (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, 2734). But if God is Fa-
ther, why does He not listen to us? He who as-
sured us that He gives good things to His chil-
dren who ask for them (cf. Mt 7:10), why does 
He not respond to our requests? We have all 
experienced this: we have prayed and prayed, 
for the recovery from illness of a friend, of a 
father, of a mother, and then they are gone. But 
God did not grant our request! It is an experi-

ence we have all had.
The Catechism offers us a good summary of 

the matter. It puts us on guard against the risk 
of not living an authentic experience of faith, 
but of transforming the relationship with God 
into something magical. Prayer is not a magic 
wand: it is a dialogue with the Lord. Indeed, 
when we pray we can fall into the risk of think-
ing that it is not we who serve God, we expect it 
to be He who serves us (cf. 2735). This is, then, 
a prayer that is always demanding, that wants 
to direct events according to our own design, 
that admits no plans other than our own desires. 
Jesus, on the other hand, had great wisdom in 
teaching us the Lord’s Prayer. It is a prayer of 
questions only, as we know, but the first ones 
we utter are all on God’s side. They ask for the 
fulfilment not of our plan, but of His will for 
the world. Better to leave it to Him: “Hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done” (Mt 6:9-10).

And the Apostle Paul reminds us that we do 
not even know what is appropriate to ask for 
(cf. Rm 8:26). We ask for our needs, things that 
we want, but is this more appropriate or not? 
Paul tells us that we do not even know what 
we ought to ask. When we pray, we need to be 
humble: this is the first attitude for prayer. Just 

as there is the habit in many places that, before 
going to pray in a church, women don a veil or 
people use holy water as they begin to pray, so 
too we must tell ourselves before praying what 
is most appropriate; may God give me what is 
most appropriate. He knows. When we pray, 
we must be humble, so that our words may 
actually be prayers and not just idle talk that 
God rejects. We can also pray for the wrong 
reasons: such as to defeat the enemy at war, 

without asking ourselves what God thinks of 
such a war. It is easy to write “God is with us” 
on a banner; many are eager to ensure that God 
is with them, but few bother to check whether 
they are actually with God. In prayer, it is God 
who must convert us, not we who must convert 
God. It is humility. I go to pray but You, Lord, 
convert my heart so that it will ask for what is 
appropriate, for what will be best for my spir-
itual health.

The certainty of  being heard
Catechesis on prayer by Pope Francis

In Gethsemane, Jesus offered a prayer that seemed to go unanswered; yet his complete trust in the 
Father’s will led to our salvation and the glory of the resurrection.

Repetitions and parallelisms of Hebrew poetry
Reflecting on the Psalms

From this point of view, the healing of Jairus’ 
daughter is worthy of particular attention 

(cf. Mk 5:21-33). There is a father who is rush-
ing, out of breath: his daughter is ill and for 
this reason he asks for Jesus’ help. The Master 
immediately accepts, but on the way another 
healing occurs, and then news arrives that the 
girl has died. It seems to be the end, but instead 
Jesus says to the father: “Do not fear, only be-
lieve” (Mk 5:36). “Continue to have faith”: be-
cause it is faith that sustains prayer. And indeed, 

Jesus will awaken that child from the sleep of 
death. But Jairus had to walk in the dark for 
some time, with only the flame of faith. Lord, 
give me faith! May my faith grow! Ask for this 
grace, to have faith. Jesus, in the Gospel, says 
that faith moves mountains. But, having real 
faith. Jesus, before the faith of his poor, of his 
people, is won over; he feels special tenderness 
before that faith. And he listens.

The prayer that Jesus addresses to the Father 
in Gethsemane also seems to go unheard. “My 

Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me”. It seems that the Father does not listen to 
him. The Son must drink fully from the cup of 
the passion. But Holy Thursday is not the final 
chapter, because on the third day, Sunday, is the 
Resurrection. Evil is lord of the penultimate day: 
remember this well. Evil is never lord of the last 
day, no: the penultimate, the moment when the 
night is darkest, just before the dawn. There, on 
the penultimate day, there is temptation, when 
evil makes us think it has won: “Did you see? 

I won!”. Evil is lord of the penultimate day, but 
on the last day there is the Resurrection. Evil is 
never lord of the last day: God is the Lord of the 
last day. Because that belongs to God alone, and 
it is the day when all human longings for salva-
tion will be fulfilled. Let us learn this humble 
patience, of waiting for the Lord’s grace, wait-
ing for the final day. Very often, the penultimate 
day is very hard, because human sufferings are 
hard. But the Lord is there. And on the last day, 
He resolves everything.— vatican.va

However, the scandal remains: when people 
pray with a sincere heart, when they ask 

for things that correspond to the Kingdom of 
God, when a mother prays for her sick child, 
why does it sometimes seem that God does 
not listen to them? To answer this question, 
we have to meditate calmly on the Gospels. 
The accounts of Jesus’ life are full of prayers: 
many people wounded in body and in spirit 
ask him to be healed; there are those who pray 

for a friend who can no longer walk; there are 
fathers and mothers who bring him their sick 
sons and daughters. They are all prayers im-
bued with suffering. It is an immense chorus 
that invokes: “Have mercy on us!”

We see that at times Jesus’ response is imme-
diate, whereas in some other cases it is delayed: 
it seems that God does not answer. Think of 
the Canaanite woman who begs Jesus for her 
daughter: this woman has to insist for a long 

time to be heard (cf. Mt 15:21-28). She even 
has the humility to hear a word from Jesus that 
seems a little offensive towards her: we must 
not throw bread to the dogs. But humiliation 
does not matter to this woman: her daughter’s 
health is what matters. So she goes on: “Yes, 
but even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from 
the table”, and Jesus likes this. Courage in 
prayer. Or think of the paralytic brought by his 
four friends: Jesus initially forgives his sins and 

only later heals his body (cf. Mk 2:1-12). On 
some occasions, therefore, the solution to the 
problem is not immediate. In our life too, each 
one of us has this experience. Let us look back 
a little: how many times have we asked for a 
grace, a miracle, let’s say, and nothing has hap-
pened. Then, over time, things have worked 
out but in God’s way, the divine way, not ac-
cording to what we wanted in that moment. 
God’s time is not our time.

Why are prayers not answered?

Continue to have faith
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Mercy in this time of 
pandemic
PENANG: Just two days before 
the country went into lockdown, 
a Zoom session aptly entitled 
Mercy in this Time of Pandemic 
was held. It drew an audience of 
captivated parishioners, ministry 
leaders and interested viewers 
who saw this as an opportunity 
for learning and sharing. The on-
line session was hosted by Fr Mi-
chael Raymond OFM Cap, Parish 
Priest at the Church of the Divine 
Mercy (CDM), on the morning of 
Saturday May 29.  

The hour-and-a-half long ses-
sion and Question & Answer, was 
a follow-up to the Parish feast day 
theme of MERCY: ME, the Risen 
Christ and You. Fr Michael’s 
sharing flowed from the spiritu-
ality aspect — how the spirit is 
stirring us from within-and then 
moved into the “action” portion 
— discovering what we need to 
do as a parish, a community and 
family — to move forward.  He 
began by sharing from St Ignatius 
of Loyola who asks, in moments 
of crisis do we wonder if God is 
with us or is He silent? Fr Michael 
reminded us that moving forward 
from the Parish feastday theme of 
MERCY: ME, Risen Christ, You; 
we have to ask of ourselves how 

we are to Believe, Live and Give 
in Mercy through our works of 
Mercy. These virtues are embod-
ied in the very fibre of the Church 
of Divine Mercy. How are we to 
serve those around us especially 
during this time of isolation, dur-
ing this time of silence? How can 
our church move forward in this 
time? 

He noted that, sometimes, 
we are overwhelmed or even 
paralysed by the overwhelming 
outflow of discouraging news 
around us. The church has had to 
revolutionise the way we practise 
our faith today.  Our Church is in 
the digital era where everything 
from sermons to sacraments to 
worshipping, is done digitally. 
There are no boundaries.  

Yet, while the church building 
is empty, we have to realise that  
the Church is “out there” and we 
have to live “inside out”. We first 
have to look within ourselves and 
ask what’s happening inside us. 
We have to deal with the dark-
ness and other issues within our-
selves first. Just like Martha and 
Mary in the Bible, there must be 
a time of “being” before you can 
step into the “doing”. We have to 
move from “knowing” to “expe-

rience”. If we only remain at the 
knowing level, we cannot move 
forward, Fr Michael said. We 
may all “know” the Scriptures 
and the Word of God but we are 
afraid to move forward into the 
path of action.

Fr Michael stressed that both 
depth of spirituality and action 
were necessary. Ministry without 
spirituality will leave us just “do-
ing another action but without it 
flowing from our being”. Chris-
tian spirituality is about connect-
ing to yourself before connecting 
to others. 

The Gospel passage from Mark 
4: 35-41 about the disciples 
crossing over to the other side 
while besieged by stormy seas 
was used to illustrate our present 
situation. Just like the disciples, 
we too are in a storm of uncer-

tainty, and in the depths of hearts 
we too are crying out, afraid of 
sinking. We too wonder, like the 
disciples, why Jesus is asleep. 
However, Jesus quells our fears 
with the simple question: “Why 
are you afraid”? When faith is 
shaken or discouragement sets in, 
we have to move inside out and 
we are invited to experience the 
Lord and His goodness, knowing 
that everything will pass; that the 
Lord is with us. “God works in 
His time and all He requires of us 
is patience, trust and confidence. 
Fr Michael reassured participants 
that once we have embraced the 
depth of God’s mercy to us, then 
we can move out.”  Quoting Pope 
Francis he said: “The Church 
needs to be a place of mercy and 
hope where everyone is wel-
comed, loved and forgiven.”

Serve In Mercy wall, a guide to believe, 
live and give in mercy 

Fr Michael Raymond OFM Cap giving his sharing on Mercy in this time 
of Pandemic.

PENANG: Parishioners of the 
Church of the Divine Mercy have 
been called to become stepping 
stones for others by serving in 
mercy — to heed Jesus’ call to 
“love one another as I have loved 
you.” This was the second part of 
the session given by parish priest 
Fr Michael Raymond OFM Cap 
on May 29.  

When we listen to the spirit 
within us, we can become a mes-
sage of hope to someone else. As 
a parish, Fr Michael suggested 
that we can use the method of 
“see, judge, act” to move for-
ward.  First, we need to see and 
understand the fear around us, 
whether it be anxiety, depression 
or isolation, and then listen and 
understand what it is that God 
wants of us. Then we move to 
making a decision. This decision 
should stem from living out the 
corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy. 

Fr Michael then went on to give 
concrete examples of how we can 
act upon this decision by reach-
ing out to the many among us in 
need of a helping hand. Thus, the 
movement from Fear to Listen-
ing, Decision and finally Action 
was illustrated . 

The Serve in Mercy wall set 
up in the Garden of Mercy in 
the church compound serves as 
a concrete platform and a larger-
than-life testimony of the Parish 

initiative to go out and make the 
call to Believe, Live and Give in 
Mercy a reality. 

The wall depicts the corpo-
ral and spiritual works of mercy 
which are the bedrock of Catholic 
living but, especially so, with Di-
vine Mercy believers. 

The “Live in Mercy” section 
provides a space for ministries 
and BECs to put forward their 
creative yet practical sugges-
tions on how to carry out works 
of Mercy, especially during this 
pandemic. 

The “Give in Mercy” section 
will showcase the fruits of the 

works of mercy from testimonies, 
pictures and letters to outreach 
projects and more. There will 
also be space allocated to high-
light the ongoing needs of parish-
ioners and others needing help.  

Towards the end of the session, 
Fr Michael left the participants 
with three questions to reflect on:

1. Is there anything you/we 
can do, no matter how small, 
to reach out and touch lives?
2. What changes are needed 

for me or my community to 
engage in to influence and 
improve life around differ-
ently?

3. In what manner can we 
bring mercy and compassion 
to those we encounter who 
are in need of assistance?
Participants were later able to 

share their ideas on how to make 
the Serve in Mercy initiative a 
success in the Parish. Following 
up on suggestions, the Parish has 
since set up a dedicated e-mail 
and WhatsApp contact for confi-
dential call-ins from those need-
ing help. 

The Serve in Mercy wall has 
also gone virtual through the 
CDM website, www.cdm.my — 
By Sharon Chandra

PENANG: In conjunction with the 
Feast of St Anne 2021, the Hello, Please 
Pray for me Hotline has been initiated, 
effective from June 1 until August 1. Pil-
grims may call any clergy via the num-
bers below to pray for you. 

The allocated time periods are from 
9.00am to 12 noon, 3.00pm to 6.00pm 
and 8.00pm to 9.00pm

We hope that this prayer hotline will 
be beneficial for all the devotees and pil-
grims of Saint Anne amidst the ongoing 
pandemic and nationwide lockdown.

Prayer hotline set 
up in conjunction 
with the Feast of 
St Anne, BM

Serve in Mercy wall set up in the Garden of Mercy in the church compound.

STEP 1:
SAY “HELLO, PLEASE PRAY FOR ME.”
STEP 2:
INTRODUCE YOURSELF & STATE YOUR 
PRAYER INTENTIONS.
STEP 3:
PRAY TOGETHER WITH THE PERSON ON 
THE PHONE.
STEP 4:
HANG UP THE PHONE AFTER THE 
PRAYER HAS BEEN CONCLUDED.

Please limit your calls to 5 minutes, so as to be 
considerate & loving to the other callers in queue.

Please note that this is for PRAYER ONLY. 
(It is not for Confession or Counselling.)

Should you be unable to reach a particular 
number, feel free to contact any of the other 
persons or you may continue to try again anytime 
during the designated hours.

Recording of these calls in all forms by any party 
is strictly prohibited.

Sr. Collete
(Daughters of 

Carmel)
017-5206657

(Bahasa)

Sr. Tracy
(Daughters of 

Carmel)
017-5206572

(Bahasa)

Sr. Anastasia
(Daughters of Carmel)
017-5206592

(Bahasa, Mandarin 
& English)

Deacon Lazarus
017-5206874

(Bahasa, Tamil & English)

Deacon Rocky
017-5207104

(Bahasa, Mandarin & English)

Fr Nelson
017-5207109

(Bahasa, Tamil & English)

Fr Louis Loi
017-5207069

(Bahasa, Mandarin & English)

Msgr Henry
017-5207185

(Bahasa, Mandarin, 
Tamil & English)

Bishop Sebastian
017-5207135
(Bahasa, Tamil & 

English)

Sr. Lily Bong
Sisters of the Infant Jesus 

(IJS)
017-5205680

(English)

Sr. Florence
Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate 

Conception, Sabah (FSIC)
017-5206524

(Bahasa & English)

9am–12pm 3pm–6pm 8pm–9pm
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Malacca Johore Diocese

Caritas Malacca Johore Dio-
cese of Human Development 

(MJDOHD) has set up a central-
ised COVID response system to 
help cater to the mounting needs 
of those affected financially by the 
multiple lockdowns.

Director of MJDOHD, Hugh 
Dason said the project to identify 
the poor and needy within the Ma-
lacca Johore Diocese kicked off 
during the first Movement Control 
Order (MCO) .

“Every time there is a lockdown, 
unskilled workers lose income. 
With churches closed, many people 
do not know who to see or where 
to get help from, so MJDOHD cre-
ated an online registration form,” 
said Hugh.

This information was shared 
across social media platforms, 
welcoming the needy to apply for 
aid. MJDOHD then disseminates 
the information to the relevant par-
ishes whereby the Parish Office of 
Human Development Ministry and 
the Society of St Vincent De Paul 
follow up and do the needful.

“This year, we have drawn in 
more people from our commu-
nity to help with the project,” said 
Hugh.

In addition to funds coming from 
the public and the parish ministries, 
Caritas gives grants to these front-
liners (14 SSVP conferences in the 
diocese and six POHD ministries) 

to help sustain the escalating needs 
of this project. Other frontliners 
who may apply for financial aid are 

BECs. As part of intentionally liv-
ing our faith, BECs are encouraged 
to help under the “neighbour help 

neighbour” project. — By Gwen 
Manickam

 Continued on Page 7

In the Diocese of Penang, Caritas 
Penang/Penang Office of Hu-

man Development (POHD) have 
been collaborating with non-gov-
ernmental organisations and par-
ishes.

From MCO 1.0 through to just 
before MCO 3.0, we have been 
distributing food aid packages and 
helping those experiencing domes-
tic violence and depression, said 
Caritas Penang/POHD Chairman, 
Fr Joachim Robert. 

“During MCO 1.0, distribution 
of food aid packages was mostly 
centralised. However, due to the 
stricter SOPs and 10km radius, it 
was easier to work with the par-
ishes and empower the Zones and 
BECs.

“Parishes were also given an al-
location of RM2,000 each to help 
those in need in their area.”

They are also helping homes 
and orphanages which are facing  
a shortage of food, diapers etc as 
donations have dropped.

“Many parishes have taken up 
this call by getting their Zones and 
BECs to engage with the lonely, 
depressed, the poor etc. 

“We have also previously 
worked with Tesco here in Penang 
where we settled on a set of goods 
which we would pay for online 
and Tesco would then pack that for 
our volunteers to pick up and dis-
tribute to those in need,” he added.

KUALA LUMPUR: Caritas Ma-
laysia is the office for the promo-
tion of the social mission of the 
Catholic Church of Malaysia. It 
consists of the Caritas/Human 
Development offices of all nine 
dioceses in Sabah, Sarawak and 
Peninsular Malaysia.

On Monday, June 7, Caritas 
Malaysia organised a Zoom meet-
ing with the diocesan offices.  

The purpose of the meeting 
was to:

a. exchange what we are 
doing and to learn from one 
another 
b. share information and 
contacts of organisations we 
have worked with; 
c. assess if there is a need for 
help or training. 

Need to coordinate and 
organise  
There are many ministries and 
groups in the Church which are 
serving different communities 
but there is a lack of coordina-
tion.

Hence, there is a need to organ-
ise ourselves. Many of the attend-
ees agreed that they have moved 
from chaos during first MCO to 
being more organised during the 
subsequent MCOs. 

Due to the 10kn radius imposed 
by the government, diocesan of-
fices and parishes are working 
with the Basic Ecclesial Com-
munities (BEC) to collect and 
deliver aid.

Strengthen parish structures
Many agreed that not all efforts 
need to be initiated at diocesan lev-
el. Parishes have been given funds 
to help them in their outreach.

All parishes must have struc-
tures for community outreach.

It is important for Caritas Dioc-
esan Offices to establish and main-
tain communication channels for 
aid and support with the parishes.

For instance, in Sabah, they are 
doing a survey to find out the im-
pact of COVID on the people, to 
better respond to it.

Participation in SHAPE 
projects (for disaster 
relief work) 
Caritas Malaysia shared that the 

SHAPE projects organised by 
Caritas Asia and Caritas Europe 
is open for staff and volunteers of 
Caritas Malaysia 

There are four training groups: 
Regional Emergency Sup-
port Mechanism, 
Online Platform,
Community Monitoring, 
Evaluation, Accountability 
and Learning, 
Community of Practice. 

SHAPE Project Committee
This project will build capacity 
of staff and volunteers on disaster 
and relief response and in turn they 
will become resource persons for 
the dioceses.

Communication channels
Many acknowledge the poor infor-
mation system in the Church.

There is a need to have more re-
source material and personnel for 
those in other language groups.   
The offices need to talk with those 
affected. 

There needs to be more plat-
forms for sharing. One suggestions 
is to use the Tuesday chat session 
with Caritas Malaysia national of-
fice to share knowledge and expe-
riences among dioceses. 

Mental health support and 
resources
Staff and volunteers need knowl-
edge on screening and referring 
those with mental health issues to 

healthcare professionals. 
They also need to know first aid 

in mental health to take care of 
themselves and those around them. 
They need to be given training and 
mental health support.

They are urged to use the mate-
rials and resource persons of the 
various mental health ministries in 
their respective dioceses. 

Official letters for travel
Many also find it difficult to travel 
(inter district) as official letters for 
travel are requested by authorities 
during roadblocks.

Below are some other areas which 
the dioceses are involved in. 

Source: Caritas Malaysia

Collaborate with non-governmental organisations
Penang Diocese

1)

2)
3)

4)

Caritas Malaysia’s



Volunteers helping to transport the bags of rice to the parishes.

The Diocese of Miri reached 
out to several longhouses and 

showed their care and concern by 
communicating directly with the 
community.

In the beginning, the volunteers 
were afraid to engage with com-
munity members as they feared 
contracting the virus. 

Miri Caritas Director, Fr Syl-
vester Ngau Juk explained how 
during the recent floods, with the 
help of a middle man, he was able 
to send food aid to the affected 

longhouses.
However, by taking the neces-

sary precautions, they are now 
more prepared to help the com-
munity.

Fr Sylvester said that there are 
many ministries of social con-
cerns/services in the diocese. He is 
hoping to unite all these under one 
umbrella.

At the moment, he is in the midst 
of forming his diocesan team. First 
on the agenda, will be ensuring that 
every parish has a Caritas team.

Communicate care and 
concern directly

Eta Ting, the Director of Cari-
tas Sibu, explained that food 

is the common denominator for 
all. 

She shared that the Diocese 
of Sibu is planning a sustainable 
“grow your own food” project 
among B40 called Grow Our 
Greens (GOG) Project: 2021. 
The project will start in Sibu 
town near the cathedral.

“We have been doing food dis-
tribution since the first lockdown 
in March 18, 2020. We should 
be working towards sustainable 
food subsistence for daily con-
sumption,” she said

Eta then shared on the princi-
ple of sustainability — to teach 
people to plant vegetables in-
stead of giving them vegetables 
(food). 

When they grow their own 
greens (vegetables) to be self-
sustainable, it is primarily for 
their own daily consumption but 
it can also be for sale depending 
on their intention and space.

Caritas Sibu plans to teach and 
train them to plant the vegetables 
and be responsible eco-friendly 
stewards to care for creation and 
for protection of our  Mother 
Earth and future generations.

They can also share seeds and 
green plants and other items after 
harvesting as eco-gifting. It can 
be like a Pass It On project to the 
next stakeholder.

This would then be a journey 
of Eco-gifting in love, solidarity, 
sustainability, protection, inter-
connectedness, interdependence 
and co-existence of humanity 
with nature, living in fraternity 
and solidarity.

“Every stakeholder should be 
a proud owner testifying that the 
GOG Project is a sustainable nar-
rative, she added.

Growing your own food 
initiative for the B40 group

Teo Kar Im, Director of 
the Archdiocesan Of-

fice for Human Development 
(AOHD) said that some par-
ishes have set up food banks 
in their parishes.

“AOHD basically coordi-
nates with all the parishes 
and helps to fill in wherever 
necessary. For example, there 
was a need for 100 bags of 
rice, we helped to supply 
them,” she further explained.

KAMPUNG PANDAN: The Par-
ish Ministry of Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs (PMEIA) of 
the Church of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in Jalan Peel, in col-
laboration with Persatuan Inspi-
rasi Mualaf Malaysia in Kampung 
Pandan, held two joint projects to 

bring joy to some underprivileged 
families in Kampung Pandan, be-
fore the start of MCO 3.0.

According to Dr Florence John, 
the coordinator of PMEIA, the 
first joint project with the Muslim 
group was for “Aidil Fitri Gift of 
Love 2021”, held on April 24  that 

benefited thirty B40 Muslim fami-
lies in Kampung Pandan area.

“Both groups gave household 
rations comprising 11 food items 
amounting  to total 600kgs, with 
each family receiving 20kgs each.”

Florence added that our team 
of 10 members with three mem-

bers from the Muslim group 
came there with the foodstuffs 
packed into 30 bags, then broke 
into smaller groups of three each 
to hand over the foodstuffs to the 
assigned homes whilst adhering to 
the SOPs.

The second joint project with the 

same Muslim group was held on 
May 31 and benefited 50 families 
in Pangsapuri Pandamas 2, Blok F. 

The ‘project of love’ touched the 
hearts of recipients where 50 bags 
of rice, totalling 500kg were dis-
tributed.

The PMEIA members were 
glad to have worked with Per-
satuan Inspirasi Mualaf Malaysia 
in these two joint projects that 
certainly brought some cheer to 
the 80 families during these un-
certain times. It is heartwarming 
to see Malaysians united together 
in  doing our part to reach out to 
those in need while the country is 
battling the pandemic.

Florence said parish priest Fr 
Edwin Peter always encourages 
the PMEIA members to engage 
with peoples of other faiths to cre-
ate mutual understanding and uni-
ty amongst all Malaysians. — By 
Bernard Anthony

Catholics and Muslims working together to help the underprivileged

 Continued from Page 6

The PMEIA members and members of Persatuan Inspirasi Mualaf Malaysia with the foodstuff for distribution to the residents of the Kampung Pandan area.
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Four deacons ordained priests in 
Shanghai, one stopped by the government
ROME: The Diocese of Shanghai 
has four new priests. Ordained on 
June 5, they were supposed to be 
five, but one deacon was not or-
dained on government orders be-
cause he attended World Youth Day 
on his own, in Krakow (Poland), 
from July 25 to 31, 2016.

For this reason, although he was 
ordained deacon a day earlier, to-
gether with the other four, he saw his 
priestly ordination put on hold until 
a later date.

The ordination ceremony was 
held in St Ignatius Cathedral (Xujia-
hui). Bishop Joseph Shen Bin, vice 
president of the Council of Bishops 
and the Chinese Patriotic Catholic 
Association (CPCA), led the Mass.

Bishop Shen Bin is in charge of 
Haimen (Jiangsu), a nearby diocese; 
he was recognised by both the Holy 
See and the Chinese government 
when he was ordained in 2010.

Bishop Thaddeus Ma Daqin of 
Shanghai could not attend the ser-
vice. He was placed under house ar-
rest at the Sheshan seminary in 2012 
after he resigned from the CPCA. 
Since then, he has not been allowed 
to have any contact with the public 

or to exercise any episcopal func-
tions.

In addition to the relatives of the 
ordinands, the ceremony saw the 
presence of civil and religious au-
thorities, and many priests and nuns 
from the local diocese. Only a few 
believers were able to attend.

Due to anti-COVID regulations, 
the church could accommodate only 
a limited number of people who had 
to wear masks and keep a strict so-
cial distance.

The four new priests are: Fr John 
Ning Yongwang, 30, from Baotou 
(Inner Mongolia); Fr John Zhou Jia, 
34, from Bayanzhuoer (Inner Mon-
golia); Fr Matthew Mi Jizhou, 29, 

from Xingtai (Hebei); and Fr Fran-
cis Wu Shun, 31, from Jinzhong 
(Shanxi).

The deacon whose ordination was 
not allowed is Paul Yang Dongdong, 
34, from Nantiangong (Lucheng, 
Shanxi).

“They stopped him only because 
he went to participate in World 
Youth Day,” said a Catholic man 
speaking about Deacon Yang’s ex-
clusion from the priesthood (hope-
fully only temporarily).

“Usually, an ordination is stopped 
when the ordinand has done some 
base thing, or does not live the faith 
properly. But in this case, he (Yang) 
and other young Catholics from 

around the world simply went to 
meet Pope Francis. Thus, it seems 
that in China, having relations with 
the Pope and the rest of the Church 
is a sin.”

Bishop Ma Daqin, whose per-
sonal blog has been censored for 
years, managed to send a short mes-
sage on WeChat (the Chinese What-
sapp). “Today is a beautiful day,” he 
writes. “Four new priests have been 
added to the Diocese of Shanghai: 
Fr Ning Yongwang, Fr Zhou Jia, Fr 
Mi Jizhou, Fr Wu Shun, plus Yang 
Dongdong, a deacon of the sixth 
class. Let us give thanks to God for 
rewarding us with five more work-
ers in God’s field, with priests for the 

younger generations of the Church 
and spiritual fathers of the faithful.

“I give my sincere offering to the 
Lord. I give offerings of thanksgiv-
ing and the rosary to the new priests 
and to the new deacon. I pray that 
God's grace will always be with 
them. I also pray that God will grant 
us more priests, more nuns and more 
vocations. The seeds planted are 
now in full bloom and now know 
joy. May God be forever praised.”

After Bishop Ma was placed un-
der house arrest, the Sheshan semi-
nary was closed. Only in 2017 did 
priestly ordinations resume.

Before the five candidates were 
ordained into the diaconate, Bishop 
Shen Bin gave a lecture on Adher-
ing to the sinicisation of Catholicism 
and doing a good job at teaching in 
the New Era.

“Sinicisation” and “New Era” are 
two slogans by President Xi Jinping 
with an ultimate goal of setting up 
a national church closely linked to 
Chinese culture and the Communist 
Party, and supporting a “New Era” 
in which China outclasses the na-
tions of the world. — By Bernardo                 
Cervellera, AsiaNews

Fake Sonia Gandhi picture fuels anti-Christian hatred over conversions
MUMBAI: A doctored picture 
showing Congress Party president 
Sonia Gandhi with a book titled 
How to convert India into a Chris-
tian nation has caused a stir on so-
cial media.

The fake picture was posted 
on twitter by an account called 
“No Conversion”, which has over 
200,000 followers. The tweet, which 
has since been deleted, is part of the 
latest anti-Christian campaign by 
Hindu nationalist groups.

In the picture, Ms Gandhi stands 
in front of a bookshelf that contains 
the offending book, a Bible and a 
statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
The tweet’s caption reads, “‘Who 
reads all these books?”

In another tweet, the user accuses 
the Congress Party of “rampant 

conversion appeasement, and brain-
washing of young generation”.

While the fake picture was circu-

lating on social media, its original 
source was identified. It is actually 
a screenshot from a YouTube video 

that was published by the Indian 
National Congress in October 2020. 
Neither the book (with the rather 
unlikely title) nor the Bible nor the 
statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
appear on the background shelf.

“This morphed image shows 
how far the hatred spread by false 
propaganda can go. Sonia Gan-
dhi is constantly in the crosshairs 
for her Italian origins, which are 
linked to the Christian faith,” said 
Sajan K. George, president of the 
Global Council of Indian Christians 
(GCIC).

The goal is “to make life diffi-
cult for and suppress the religious 
freedom of 26 million Christians in 
India by raising false conversion al-
legations. The government’s census 
statistics show a decline in India’s 

Christian population which is 2.3 
per cent.”

Today, however, “the bogey of 
conversions is raised to divert atten-
tion from the horrifying death figures 
and breakdown in healthcare infra-
structure during the second wave of 
COVID-19. This is politicisation of 
religion by vested interests.”

For George, “Ever since Sonia 
Gandhi became Congress president 
in 1998,” she has been “accused of 
being a tool of the CIA or the Italian 
mafia.” Such “claims now are made 
against her son Rahul.

“There is no evidence for any of 
these conspiracy theories, but they 
remain in circulation to offer justifi-
cation for hating Sonia because she 
is not a natural-born Indian.” — By 
Nirmala Carvalho, AsiaNews

Military attacks (again) a Catholic church in Kayah State
YANGON: Myanmar’s military at-
tacked the Catholic Church of Mary 
Queen of Peace in Daw Ngan Kha, 
Kayah State.

The incident occurred June 6, feast 
of Corpus Christi. No casualties or 
injuries were reported, but the build-
ing was badly damaged by artillery 
fire.

The attack appears to be deliber-
ate, since the church compound is 
fairly large and clearly visible on a 
busy street.

Several nearby houses were also 
damaged by the shelling, which be-
gan in the early hours of Sunday.

The attack took place even though 
the military had promised to spare 
church buildings from such violent 
actions.

This is the sixth time in the last two 
weeks that a church has been target-

ed in Myanmar.
In May the military attacked a 

Catholic church in the village of 
Kayan Thaya, St Joseph’s church 
in Demoso, and the Sacred Heart 
Church in Kayantharyar, near  Loi-
kaw, killing four people who were 
taking refuge inside.  

In Kayah State, the Catholic 
Church is working with various do-
nors to help some 300,000 people 
displaced by indiscriminate violence.

Myanmar’s military have not only 
targeted humanitarian organisations 
but, according to some observers, 
they are trying to turn the conflict 
with the resistance movement into 
a religious war. Myanmar Catholics 
represent about 1.5 per cent of the 
population.

On June 5, security forces killed at 
least 20 civilians in the Ayeyarwady 

region, the heaviest death toll in the 
last two months.

The clash took place in the village 
of Hlayswe. According to several 
local sources, residents  armed with 
catapults and crossbows, fought back 
against troops searching for weap-
ons.

According to the Assistance As-
sociation for Political Prisoners, the 
military has killed 849 people since 
the February 1 coup.

Meanwhile, envoys from the As-
sociation of South-East Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) have called on the 
Myanmar government to release all 
political prisoners.

Last Friday, ASEAN officials met 
with the head of the military junta, 
General Min Aung Hlaing, who re-
ceived the Chinese ambassador the 
following day.

This week, the Myanmar crisis 
is expected to be on the agenda at 
a special meeting in Chongqing be-
tween ASEAN and Chinese foreign 

ministers. Myanmar’s Foreign Min-
ister Wunna Maung Lwin, will also 
attend the meeting. — AsiaNews/
Agencies

The Diocese of Shanghai in China ordains four new priests on June 5, 2021. (AsiaNews photo)

Our Lady, Queen of Peace Church in Demoso township was damaged by 
military shelling on June 6, 2021. (UCA News Photo/CJ)

A picture of the president of the Congress Party, which was doctored to include 
a book titled How to convert India into a Christian nation, has gone viral on 
social media. (AsiaNews photo)



HERALD June 13, 2021 World 9

‘Communicate hope in the face of 
trying times,’ urges Cardinal Tagle
WASHINGTON: Filipino Cardinal 
Luis Antonio Tagle, in the kickoff 
session of the 2021 Catholic Media 
Conference, said that with “the Gos-
pel of hope,” Catholic communica-
tors should be able to “communicate 
with hope and to communicate hope 
in the face of trying times.”

“Hope is, of course, God’s gift. It 
is a grace. It is something we cannot 
produce,” said Cardinal Tagle, pre-
fect of the Vatican Congregation for 
the Evangelisation of Peoples, during 
the June 8 session, Communication 
Anchored in Hope.

“We should pray for it. We should 
beg. And I’m sure God will give it,” 
he said.

When things go well, “we go 
around shouting about hope, hope, 
hope, hope! We become the positive 
virus of hope,” Cardinal Tagle said. 
“But when we go to the Bible, hope 
springs through in moments of diffi-
culties, in moments where life seems 
to be dark.”

He held up the example of Abra-
ham and Sarah. “God promised 
them children. If I were Abraham, 
I would say, ‘Lord, we cannot even 
have one. How can we have as many 

children as the stars of the sky and in 
the heavens?’ But Abraham believed. 
Abraham hoped,” Cardinal Tagle 
said. “And then they had one, one 
son, Isaac. And maybe Abraham was 
thinking, ‘From this Isaac, this son, I 
will have as many children as prom-
ised.’”

Cardinal Tagle, formerly the arch-
bishop of Manila, also brought up the 
story of St Joseph as an example of 
hope.

Upon hearing that Mary was preg-
nant, “Joseph decided to leave Mary, 
to be separated from her. But then 
God told him, ‘Don’t be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife and take Jesus as 
your son.’ He did so. Some people 
would say, ‘Oh, how foolish you are. 
You know that’s not your son. Why 
do you take him as your own?’ That’s 
because God has communicated.”

Hope, Cardinal Tagle said, is “the 
certainty that in the midst of division, 
God has already triumphed … in the 
blood of Jesus. Hope tells me that 
in the midst of all the trials, all the 
conflict, all the violence, death and 
loss of life, we know that God has 
triumphed.”

He added there is “an unfortunate 

tendency” to focus on the forces of 
evil, but urged people “not to lose 
the sense of discernment fuelled by 
hope. But that should be a conscious 
and deliberate effort: ‘I will look for 
the signs of hope. I will look for the 
signs of civility, of goodness, of soli-
darity, of compassion.’ That is why 
the message is come and see. Come! 
And when you come, see! But what 
do you see? If you see only the evil, 
that’s what you will communicate.”

Responding to a question posed 
by a CMC registrant during the ses-

sion on whether Catholic journalists 
should focus on quality or quantity, 
Cardinal Tagle weighed the defini-
tion of success.

“Should it be the number of likes, 
the number of transmissions, etc.?” 
the cardinal asked. “Sometimes,” 
he added, “the explicit communica-
tion of the Gospel is not possible. It 
is even illegal in some parts of the 
world. So the communication hap-
pens in a very humble way, one per-
son sharing with another person,” he 
said.

“And sometimes it happens like 
when the farmers are planting rice 
and people fought but they’re just 
telling stories about their families. 
But the Christian farmer is already 
telling the Good News to the farmer 
next to him or her. That is high qual-
ity — deep quality — conversation 
… even when the only one listening 
is the person next to you.”

He brought up his own experience 
from the pandemic. “Last year I test-
ed positive for COVID, and I’m just 
thankful that I was asymptomatic. 
But the experience of human frailty, 
uncertainty, and then the fear that I 
might be a cause of infection, con-

tagion to other people, I even ques-
tioned whether I should continue 
relating with people and all of that. 
And even prayer seems to have lost 
its taste.”

Cardinal Tagle likened it to the 
“dryness” one CMC participant felt 
from living amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. “This is a very personal 
answer. When I experienced such 
dryness, which affects my mission 
or my ministry, I am consoled by the 
fact that there was someone who felt 
that dryness, too. The Son of God. 
He became human.”

Asked about censorship and anti-
Christian bias, Cardinal Tagle said, 
“I will not look at the restrictions. If 
they restrict it, I will look at another 
way to proclaim it.”

He reminded his audience of the 
Gospel story of the friends of the 
paralysed person who sought to have 
Jesus heal him, but the door was 
blocked.

“Oh, they opened the roof and 
lowered the friend,” he said. “Open 
the roof!” — By Mark Pattison, 
CNS

l Turn to Pg 14 for more

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle

Author says maternal instinct can be measured in a lab
WASHINGTON: In her new book 
Mom Genes: Inside the New Science 
of Our Ancient Maternal Instinct, 
author Abigail Tucker argues that 
maternal instinct can be measured in 
a lab. 

“I had never thought of maternal 
behaviour, maternal instinct, as some-
thing you could study under a micro-
scope,” Tucker said. However, she 
said that a trip to Emory University 
and a study of rodents made her con-
sider the distinctiveness of a mother’s 
brain. 

“We are just beginning to under-
stand what makes moms moms,” 
Tucker said. “And that’s to the detri-
ment of the human species.” 

Weaving her own experience as a 
mother with an examination of the 
ways motherhood changes body and 

mind, Tucker’s book explores the bi-
ology of motherhood.

Tucker said that while most of her 
career was spent writing about ani-
mals, one area of expertise she could 
contribute to was her own experience 

having four children.
“By repeating the experience four 

times, I was able to see some of the 
hidden forces and wild card factors 
that were shaping me,” she said. 

Maternal instinct, she said, is really 

a “change in motive.” She noted that 
some of these changes are physical. 
The brain, for example, is “a key or-
gan of childbirth,” she said. 

“Maternal instinct is really the 
awakening of this core, probaby mo-
tive, it’s a sensitisation to infant cues 
and a desire to respond to them,” 
Tucker said. “One scientist called it 
an ‘unmasking of a latent identity.’” 

A host of other variables — finan-
cial, social, stress, partner and famil-
iar relationships — also contribute 
to the type of mother a woman be-
comes, Tucker said.

“As mothers, we make babies, but 
we are also being made,” Tucker said. 
“What are the forces that are invisibly 
working on us that help account for 
this staggering variation you see in 
maternal behaviour, just in one Amer-

ican city or one American block?” 
Tucker said that humans are “no-

table” among mammals in that they 
do not have what scientists call “fixed 
action patterns” with motherhood - 
patterns that other species have. 

“There’s so much variation in the 
way moms do their jobs globally, it’s 
hard to pinpoint one thing we uni-
formly do,” she said, adding that sci-
entists have noticed that many human 
mothers have a “left-sided cradling 
bias” — meaning they are more like-
ly to cradle an infant on their left side. 

Tucker said she hopes the fact that 
birth rates are currently in “a swan 
dive” will prompt increased scientific 
study of maternal health and science, 
so that mothers, babies, families, 
and society can all thrive. — By                
Kate Scanlon, CNA

Centre for Marian Studies welcomed 
to St Mary’s University
LONDON: St Mary’s University, 
Twickenham has announced that the 
Centre for Marian Studies (CMS) 
is to become a part of the Institute 
of Theology and Liberal Arts at the 
University and will host a conference 
from July  8-10.

The CMS, a registered charity 
founded in 1995 by Dr Sarah Jane 
Boss, is concerned with the advance-
ment of the education of the public in 
all matters relating to the Virgin Mary. 
The charity runs educational courses, 
supports research, holds lectures for 
outside organisations, helps to super-
vise students, and provides informa-
tion on Marian issues to the mass me-
dia and general public. The CMS has 
no religious affiliation and is open to 
members of any religious belief.

The CMS also has a book collec-
tion which has been curated over the 

past 26 years. Students will be able to 
access the collection from the Uni-
versity library and it may be of par-
ticular interest to students taking one 
of the modules in Mariology run by 
the Institute of Theology and Liberal 
Arts, which are included in the BA 
(Hons) Theological Studies, the STB 
programme run with Mater Ecclesiae 
College, and the MA Christian Spir-
ituality.

The Institute of Theology and 
Liberal Arts at St Mary’s is home to 
a number of distinguished academ-
ics who teach on its diverse range 
of undergraduate and postgraduate 
degree programmes. The Institute is 
also home to several research centres 
which regularly publish research and 
host conferences on history, theology, 
Catholic education, and contempo-
rary religious life.

To celebrate joining the University, 
the Institute of Theology and Lib-
eral Arts and the CMS will be host-
ing a conference entitled Bridges and 
Boundaries: the role of the Virgin 
Mary in faith and culture. This will 
be an online conference, focussing 
on Mary’s roles in Christianity, Juda-
ism and Islam and a range of literary 
and artistic representations and fea-
ture speakers from around the globe 
including US, Mexico, Ireland, Ger-
many, and Taiwan.

St Mary’s Head of the Institute of 
Theology and Liberal Arts, Dr Jacob 
Phillips said: “We are delighted that 
the Centre for Marian Studies has 
joined us here at St Mary’s. I look for-
ward to our conference in July, which 
I am sure will be the first of many 
such events exploring this fascinating 
area of research.” — ICN

Over 10 million North Koreans 
need humanitarian assistance
SEOUL: More than 10 million 
North Koreans, out of a population 
of 25 million, are in need of hu-
manitarian assistance, according to 
a report by the non-governmental 
organisation Assessment Capaci-
ties Project (ACAPS) in Geneva. It 
states that the crisis is mainly due to 
food insecurity, the weakness of the 
national health system and limited 
access to drinking water.

In January, during the Workers’ 
Party Congress, which has held 
power since WWII, North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un admitted that 
the latest five-year economic plan 
has proved a failure. It is not only 
the political and economic deci-
sions of the Kim regime that affect 
the country’s humanitarian situa-
tion. In recent years, repeated cli-
mate disasters, such as typhoons 

and floods, have contributed to the 
food crisis.

All this is aggravated by the 
economic and financial sanctions 
imposed by the international com-
munity to contain Pyongyang’s 
nuclear and missile programme. 
The ACAPS study reveals that the 
punitive measures have reduced the 
influx of humanitarian aid to the 
population.

The closure of the borders or-
dered by Kim immediately after 
the emergence of the coronavirus 
pandemic will have a negative 
long-term impact on the country’s 
economy. Pyongyang continues to 
maintain restrictions even on the 
border with China, its only exter-
nal partner, on which it depends 
politically and commercially. —                   
AsiaNews / Agencies

Abigail Tucker said that humans are “notable” among mammals in that they 
do not have what scientists call “fixed action patterns” with motherhood, 
patterns that other species have. (Photo/Unsplash)
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Although Pope Francis remained silent on abuse 
during the first year of his pontificate, he acceler-

ated the institutional response to the crisis in 2014. He 
has been even more determined to do so since 2018 
and, in February 2019, held an extraordinary summit 
in the Vatican.

Cardinal Marx played an important role in that cru-
cial meeting, as he has in the overall Vatican strategy 
to deal with the abuse crisis since 2010.

Yet, even Francis’ actions always seem to fall short 
of what is expected of the Church and the papacy in 
terms of the institutional response to the sex abuse 
crisis.

Yes, for the Catholic Church, the 21st century is 
challenging. It is a Church that continually wants to 
profess itself as an Ecclesia semper reformanda — a 
Church in constant need of reform.

But it is being forced by external pressure to be an 
ecclesia semper penitens — a Church that is constant-
ly repenting.

There is no question that, on some issues, repent-
ance must be the modality of the Catholic Church to-
day. Coming to terms with its dark history is an essen-
tial task in moving towards the future. The problem is 
that it is not clear what kind of future.

Verbal aesthetics or real structural reform?
The hope for change in Catholicism today is called 
synodality. It aims at a less clerical and more co-re-
sponsible way of being Church.

But there is an important difference between syno-
dality in the Church in the past and today.

It would be easier to be a synodal Church in a tri-
umphant self-perception — as was the case of the 
synodal experiences from the Middle Ages, the post-
Tridentine period and, in some sense, even in the im-
mediate post-Vatican II Church — than in the Church 
of today, where public repentance is (constantly) per-
ceived by some as inadequate and insincere. 

This is a major break from just even a few decades 
ago. The vision of the Second Vatican Council for the 
future of the Church was much more in the footsteps 
of the traditional semper reformanda than in the sem-
per penitens of today.

This is why the Church’s situation today is very dif-
ferent from the times of Vatican II, and the invoca-
tion of the “hermeneutic of continuity and reform” is 
tragically inadequate if continuity gets the better of 
reform.

The future will continue to be an elusive idea in the 
Church if the elevation of the existential dimension 
of the faith becomes just verbal esthetics, and if the 
pastoral dimension becomes clerical mannerism and 
thus the instrument for an institutional apologetics, 
which is merely a defence of the status quo, as Italian 
theologian Marcello Neri has noted in his latest book.

But that could very well happen to the synodal pro-
cess if it is not open to institutional and theological 
reforms in response to the abuse crisis.

However, with bold reform, the Church stands a 
chance of being renewed.  — By Massimo Faggioli, 
LCI (https:// international.la-croix.com/

A Church in 
constant need 

of reform
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Go outside. Become a Church that 
opens itself to others, that goes out 
to meet those who suffer, to a world 

in which “the thirst for God is less and less”, 
where “questions about God are no longer 
asked, desire for God has faded, seekers of 
God have become increasingly rare”.

A Church for which “it is not enough 
that the usual group meets to celebrate the 
Eucharist”, but in which everyone makes 
room for a God who is great — “that is pre-
cisely why we need a great heart to be able 
to recognise, adore and receive Him.”

Pope Francis celebrates Mass for Cor-
pus Domini at the altar of the Chair of St 

Peter’s Basilica. And he recalled that “the 
procession with the Blessed Sacrament – a 
hallmark of the Feast of Corpus Domini, 
yet one that, for the moment, we cannot 
celebrate – reminds us that we are called to 
go out and bring Jesus to others”.

Taking a cue from the Gospel account, 
Francis says that “we too are called to ask 
ourselves: in which ‘place’ do we want to 
prepare the Passover of the Lord? What are 
the ‘places’ of our life where God asks us to 
be hosted?”

Bring Jesus to a world 
where the thirst for 
God is less and less
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The first image with which the Pope 
begins is that of “the man carrying a 

pitcher of water”, indicated by Jesus as a 
guide to the place where to celebrate Easter. 
“The pitcher of water is the sign by which 
they recognise him. It is a sign that makes 
us think of our human family, a thirst, con-
stantly seeking a source of water to slake 
its thirst and to bring refreshment. All of us 
walk through life with pitcher in hand: we 
thirst for love, for joy, for a fulfilling life in 
a more humane world. To sate this thirst, the 
water of worldly things is of no avail. For 
ours is a deeper thirst, a thirst that God alone 
can satisfy. To celebrate the Eucharist, we 
need first to recognise our thirst for God, to 
sense our need for him, to long for his pres-
ence and love, to realise that we cannot go it 
alone, but need the Food and Drink of eter-

nal life to sustain us on our journey.”
“The tragedy of the present time is that this 

thirst is felt less and less. Questions about 
God are less often asked, desire for God has 
faded, seekers of God have become increas-
ingly rare. God no longer attracts us because 

we no longer acknowledge our deep thirst 
for Him. Yet wherever there is a man or a 
woman with a pitcher for water – like the 
Samaritan woman (cf. Jn 4:5-30) – there the 
Lord can reveal himself as the One who be-
stows new life, nurtures our dreams and as-
pirations with sure hope, a loving presence 
to give meaning and direction to our earthly 
pilgrimage. The man carrying a pitcher of 
water led the disciples to the room where Je-
sus would institute the Eucharist. Our thirst 
for God brings us to the altar. Where that 
thirst is lacking, our celebrations become 
dry and lifeless. As Church, it is not enough 
that the usual little group meets to celebrate 
the Eucharist; we need to go out into the 
city, to encounter people and to learn how to 
recognise and revive their thirst for God and 
their desire for the Gospel.”

Finally, the image of Jesus breaking the 
Bread. It is “the Eucharistic gesture par 

excellence”, a shocking gesture: up until 
then lambs were sacrificed and offered as 
sacrifices to God, now it is Jesus who be-
comes lamb and sacrifices Himself to give 
us life”.

“In the Eucharist, we contemplate and 
worship the God of love. The Lord who 
breaks no one, yet allows Himself to be 
broken. The Lord who does not demand 
sacrifices, but sacrifices Himself. The Lord 
who asks nothing but gives everything. In 
celebrating and experiencing the Eucharist, 
we too are called to share in this love. For 
we cannot break bread on Sunday if our 
hearts are closed to our brothers and sis-
ters. We cannot partake of that Bread if we 

do not give bread to the hungry. We cannot 
share that Bread unless we share the suf-
ferings of our brothers and sisters in need. 
In the end, and the end of our solemn Eu-
charistic liturgies as well, only love will 
remain. Even now, our Eucharistic cel-
ebrations are transforming the world to the 
extent that we are allowing ourselves to be 

transformed and to become bread broken 
for others.”

“May we become a Church with pitcher 
in hand, a Church that reawakens thirst 
and brings water. Let us open wide our 
hearts in love, so that we can be the large 
and welcoming room where everyone can 
enter and meet the Lord. Let us break the 
bread of our lives in compassion and soli-
darity so that, through us, the world may 
see the grandeur of God’s love. Then the 
Lord will come, He will surprise us once 
more, He will again become food for the 
life of the world. And he will satisfy us al-
ways, until the day when, at the heavenly 
banquet, we will contemplate his face and 
come to know the joy that has no end”. — 
AsiaNews

We thirst for love, for joy, for a fulfilling life

The Lord who breaks no one, yet allows Himself to be broken

The Church cannot be content with just “the usual little group [that] 
meets to celebrate the Eucharist. The procession with the Blessed 
Sacrament – a hallmark of the feast of Corpus Domini, yet one that, for 
the moment, we cannot celebrate – reminds us that we are called to go 
out and bring Jesus to others. We need to enlarge our hearts. We need to 
break out of our tiny self-enclosed space and enter the large room, the 
vast expanse of wonder and adoration,” said Pope Francis.

The second image is that of the great 
Upper Room. “A large room for a tiny 

piece of Bread. God makes himself tiny, 
like a morsel of bread. That is precisely 
why we need a great heart to be able to 
recognise, adore and receive Him. God’s 
presence is so humble, hidden and often 
unseen that, in order to recognise his pres-
ence, we need a heart that is ready, alert 
and welcoming”. “If our heart, instead of 
being like a large room, is more like a clos-
et where we wistfully keep things from the 
past, or an attic where we long ago stored 
our dreams and enthusiasm, or a dreary 
garret filled only with our problems and 

our disappointments, then it will be impos-
sible to recognise God’s silent and unas-
suming presence. We need a large room. 
We need to enlarge our hearts. We need to 
break out of our tiny self-enclosed space 
and enter the large room, the vast expanse 
of wonder and adoration. Adoration: that is 
the attitude we need in the presence of the 
Eucharist. The Church too must be a large 
room. Not a small and closed circle, but a 
community with arms wide open, welcom-
ing to all. Let us ask ourselves this ques-
tion: when someone approaches who is 
hurting, who has made a mistake, who has 
gone astray in life, is the Church a room 

large enough to welcome this person and 
lead him or her to the joy of an encoun-
ter with Christ? Let us not forget that the 
Eucharist is meant to nourish those who 
are weary and hungry along the way. A 
Church of the pure and perfect is a room 
with no place for anyone.”

We need a heart that is ready, 
alert and welcoming
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Pope Francis told a group of young 
French priests on Monday, June 7 
that weakness is a chance for en-

counter with God, and not something 
they should try to overcome by their own 
strength.

“My fragility, the fragility of each one of 
us, is a theological place of encounter with 
the Lord,” he told a group of around 20 
priests at a June 7 meeting at the Vatican.

“The ‘superman’ priests end up badly, all 
of them,” Francis said. “The fragile priest, 
who knows his weaknesses and talks about 
them with the Lord, he will be fine.”

Pope Francis encouraged the priests, 
who are in Rome for studies, to be pastors 
always acting in service of the Catholics 
under their care.

“Strip yourself of your preconceived 
ideas, your dreams of greatness, your self-
affirmation, to put God and people at the 
center of your daily concerns,” he urged.

The pope also warned the French priests 
against placing the identity of being an 
“intellectual” above that of being a “pas-
tor.”

“You will be a pastor in many ways, but 
always in the midst of God’s people,” he 
stressed. “The studies you do in the vari-
ous Roman universities prepare you for 
your future tasks as pastors, and allow you 
to better appreciate the reality in which 
you are called to proclaim the Gospel of 
joy.”

The student priests who met with Pope 
Francis live together at the Church of San 
Luigi dei Francesi in Rome.

Reflecting on community life, the Pope 
noted the temptation to gossip or to create 
closed-off groups which can be damaging 
to fraternity.

“May you always welcome one another 
as a gift,” he said. “In a fraternity lived in 
truth, in the sincerity of relationships and 
in a life of prayer, we can form a commu-
nity in which you can breathe the air of joy 
and tenderness.”

“The priest is a man who, in the light of 

the Gospel, spreads the taste of God around 
him and transmits hope to restless hearts: 
this is how it must be,” he continued.

Francis encouraged the young priests 
to not be afraid to dream of a Church en-
tirely at the service of its members and the 
world, stating that each of them has a con-
tribution to make.

“Do not be afraid to dare, to take risks, 
to go forward because you can do every-
thing with Christ who gives you strength,” 
he said. “With him you can be apostles of 
joy, cultivating in you the gratitude of be-
ing at the service of your brothers and of 

the Church.”
A sense of humour is also an important 

part of joy, Pope Francis said, adding that 
it can be one of the characteristics of holi-
ness.

“A priest who has no sense of humour, 
does not like it, something is wrong. Imi-
tate those great priests who laugh at oth-
ers, at themselves and even at their own 
shadow,” he said.

“And cultivate within yourselves the 
gratitude of being at the service of your 
brothers and of the Church.” — By                                          
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

Pope Francis with French priests studying in Rome during a meeting at the Vatican on June 7, 2021. (CNA photo/Vatican Media)

Pope Francis urged a group of Italian 
seminarians to avoid rigidity, which, he 

said, lacks humanity, and encouraged them 
to ask God for the gift of docility.

“Clericalism is a perversion of the priest-
hood: it is a perversion. And rigidity is one 
of the manifestations,” the Pope said June 
10.

“When I find a rigid seminarian or young 
priest, I say ‘something bad is happening 
to this one on the inside.’ Behind every ri-
gidity, there is a serious problem, because 
rigidity lacks humanity.”

Francis spoke about the qualities of a 
good seminarian and priest in a meeting 
with the students, rector, and formators of 

the Pius XI regional pontifical seminary, 
located in Ancona, central Italy.

The seminary, he said, should not dis-
tance its students from reality, from dan-
gers, and from others, “but, on the contra-
ry, make you become closer to God and to 
your brothers.”

“Within the walls of the seminary, ex-
pand the boundaries of your heart — the 
expanded heart — extend them to the whole 
world,” he said, “be passionate about what 
‘draws near,’ what ‘opens,’ what ‘brings 
together.’”

The Pope also encouraged the seminar-
ians to be steeped in the Word of God, not 
only internet chatter.

“Do not be satisfied with being skilled in 
the use of social media and digital media 
to communicate,” he advised. “Only trans-
formed by the Word of God will you be 
able to communicate words of life.”

He said that “the world is thirsty for 
priests who are able to communicate the 
goodness of the Lord to those who have 
experienced sin and failure, for priests who 
are experts in humanity, for pastors willing 
to share the joys and labours of their broth-
ers, for men who allow themselves to be 
changed by the cry of those who suffer.”

Pope Francis also said he liked to imag-
ine seminaries as a kind of Holy Family 
of Nazareth, the place in which Jesus was 

“welcomed, guarded and formed in view of 
the mission entrusted to him by the Father.”

“The Son of God let himself be loved 
and guided by human parents, Mary and 
Joseph, teaching each of us that without 
docility no one can grow and mature,” he 
said.

Francis emphasised the importance of 
asking for the gift of docility, which he said 
“is a constructive attitude of one’s vocation 
and also of one’s personality.”

He also encouraged seminarians and 
young priests to speak to the old priests in 
their diocese, who, he said, are “the treas-
ure of the Church.”

“So many of them are sometimes for-
gotten or in a retirement home: go and see 
them,” he urged.

Addressing the seminary’s rector, spir-
itual director, and formators, he asked them 
to be for their seminarians what St. Joseph 
was for Jesus.

“May they learn more from your life than 
from your words, as happened in the house 
of Nazareth, where Jesus was formed at the 
school of Joseph’s ‘creative courage,’” he 
said.

“May they learn docility from your obe-
dience; industriousness from your dedica-
tion; generosity towards the poor from the 
testimony of your sobriety and availability; 
fatherhood thanks to your lively and chaste 
affection.”

Reflecting on St Joseph’s chastity, Pope 
Francis explained the virtue of chastity as 
“freedom from possession in all areas of 
life.”

“Only when a love is chaste, is it truly 
love,” he said. — CNA

Rigid priests are a manifestation of clericalism

Weakness is a chance for 
encounter with God

Pope Francis to priests: 

Pope Francis meets with members of the Pius XI regional pontifical seminary in Ancona, Italy, June 10, 2021.(CNA photo/Vatican Media)



Home is more than a house 
or a place on a map. It’s a 
place in the heart, the place 

where you most want to be at the 
end of the day. The metaphorical 
idea of home can help us sort out 
many things, not least how sex 
connects to love.

Sex can never be simply casual, 
purely recreational, something 
which does not touch the soul. Sex 
always touches the soul, for good 
or for bad. It’s either sacramental 
or harmful. It’s either building up 
the soul or tearing it apart. When 
it’s right, it’s making you a bet-
ter person and when it’s wrong, 
it’s making you less of a person. 
Metaphorically, when it’s right, it’s 
taking you home; when it’s not, it’s 
taking you away from home. Sex 
is designed by God and nature to 
take you home. Indeed, it’s meant 
(metaphorically) to be your home. 
If you are going home after sex, 
something is very wrong. This is 
not, first of all, a moral judgment, 
but an anthropological one on be-
half of the soul.

The soul, as we know, is not 
some invisible spiritual tissue 

floating inside our bodies. A soul 
cannot be pictured imaginatively, 
but it can be grasped as a principle.  
As we see in the insights of philos-
ophers like Aristotle and Aquinas, 
the soul is a double principle inside 
us. It’s the principle of life (of all 
our energies) and it’s the principle 
of integration (what holds us to-
gether). This may sound abstract, 
but it’s not. If you have ever been 
present with someone who is dy-
ing, you know the exact moment 
when the soul leaves the body. Not 
because you see some spirit float 
up from the body, but because one 
minute the body is alive, an organ-
ism, and the next minute it is in-
ert, lifeless, dead, and beginning 
to decompose. The soul keeps us 
alive and the soul keeps us glued 
together.

If this is true, and it is, then any-
thing meaningful we do, anything 
that touches us at any depth, affects 
our soul, both its fire and its glue, 
either weakening them or strength-
ening them. Sex is no exception. 
Indeed, it’s the preeminent exam-
ple. Sex is powerful and that’s why 
it can never be simply casual. It is 

either building up the soul or tear-
ing it down. 

Thirty years ago, teaching a 
night course at a college campus, I 
assigned my class a book of essays 
by Christopher de Vinck, Only the 
Heart Knows How to Find Them – 
Precious Memories for a Faithless 
Time. These essays are simple re-
flections by the author on his life as 
a young husband and father. They 
are warm, not unduly romantic, 
aesthetically crafted, and devoid of 
sentimentality. They make a strong 

case for marriage, not by making 
any apologetic arguments in its 
favour, but simply by sharing how 
marriage can make for a home, a 
calm place of mutual solitude that 
can take us beyond that overpow-
ering restless search that besets us 
at puberty and drives us away from 
parents’ home in search of our own 
home. Marriage and the marriage 
bed can bring us home again.

At the end of the semester, a stu-
dent in the course, a woman in her 
late twenties, came into my office 
to drop off her term paper. She was 
carrying de Vinck’s book and she 
shared this: This is the best book 
I’ve ever read. I grew up without a 
lot of religious or ethical guidance 
and I have slept my way through 
a couple of Canadian provinces; 
but now I know what I really want. 
I want what this man has! I want 
the marriage bed. I want my sex to 
take me home, to become home. 
Her insight merits repeating, not 
least today in a culture where sex 
is often divorced from marriage 
and home.

Earlier in my teaching and min-
istry, when I was still working 

more with young people who were 
sorting out what love means and 
who they might choose to marry 
and try to spend their lives with, 
the question often arose: how does 
one recognise the kind of love on 
which you can build a marriage? 
It is a crucial question because 
love is not an easy thing to read or 
gauge. We can, and do, fall in love 
with all kinds of people, often with 
people who are all wrong for us, 
people we can enjoyably flirt with 
or have a honeymoon with, but 
with whom we could not share the 
rest of our lives.

What kind of love can you build 
a marriage on? It needs to be the 
kind of love that takes you home. 
You need a strong sense that with 
this other person you are at home 
because a marriage is quite differ-
ent from a honeymoon. You go 
home from a honeymoon. In mar-
riage, you are at home.

So too with sex. It’s meant to 
be something that takes you home 
and is your home rather than some-
thing from which you go home. — 
By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights 
reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

More than a house or a place
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KRAKOW: Poland was conse-
crated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
June 11.

The act of consecration took 
place at the Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in Kraków, south-
ern Poland, on June 11, the 100th 
anniversary of a previous national 
consecration at the same location.

Archbishop Stanislaw Gądecki, 
the president of the Polish Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference, renewed the 
consecration as he celebrated Mass 
at the basilica on the feast of the Sa-
cred Heart.

The Mass was attended by Po-
land’s bishops, gathered in the 
archdiocese of Kraków for the 
389th plenary session of the bish-
ops’ conference.

Poland’s Catholic bishops first 
consecrated the country to the Sa-
cred Heart on July 27, 1920, at Jas-
na Góra, the monastery housing an 
icon of Our Lady of Częstochowa, 
also known as the Black Madonna.

With the Bolsheviks bearing 
down on the Polish capital, War-
saw, Cardinal Edmund Dalbor, the 
Primate of Poland, led the act of 
consecration.

In the summer of 1920, Soviet 
forces attempted to cross Poland in 
order to carry out Vladimir Lenin’s 
plan to provoke communist revolu-
tion in Western Europe. Lenin be-
lieved that if the Red Army seized 
Poland then the Soviets could offer 
direct support to revolutionaries in 
Germany.

The consecration was followed 
three weeks later by a resounding 
Polish victory over the Red Army, 
known as the “Miracle on the Vis-
tula.”

The act of consecration was re-

peated a year later, in 1921, in the 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus in Kraków, the year that the 
basilica was completed.

The act was renewed by the 
Polish bishops in 1951, 1976, and 
2011. Archbishop Gądecki en-
trusted Poland to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary on March 25, 2020, as 
the coronavirus crisis engulfed the 
country.

Speaking at a press conference 
ahead of the consecration, Gądecki 
explained that the act of consecra-
tion had three parts: thanking Jesus 
for his protection and the gift of 
freedom, asking forgiveness for 
sins committed, and a request for 
a strengthening of faith and love 
amid today’s challenges.

He said: “This act is a renewal 
of gratitude for what happened at 
that time, today also for the gift of 
freedom and the changes that have 
taken place in our homeland.”

The archbishop of Poznań add-
ed: “There is a need for fidelity and 

continuity, a need for a renewed 
profession of faith in this declara-
tion, so that we are more able to 
reciprocate our love for the love of 
the Lord Jesus.”

Poland’s Catholic bishops decid-
ed unanimously on June 11 to abol-
ish the dispensation from attending 
Mass on Sundays and holy days.

The bishops attending their 
plenary meeting in Kalwaria Ze-
brzydowska, southern Poland, 
announced that the dispensation 
would be lifted simultaneously in 
all dioceses on June 20.

The dispensation was introduced 
following the outbreak of the pan-
demic. Poland, which has a popu-
lation of almost 38 million, 93% of 
whom are Catholic, was initially 
relatively unscathed compared to 
other European countries.

But the country has recorded 
more than 2.8 million COVID-19 
cases and 74,447 related deaths as 
of June 11, according to the Johns 
Hopkins Coronavirus Resource 
Center. — CNA

Poland is consecrated to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus

Archbishop Stanislaw Gądecki renews the consecration of Poland to the 
Sacred Heart at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Kraków, June 11, 
2021. (CNA photo/episkopat.pl)
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Cardinal Kasper ‘very worried’ about 
German Church’s ‘Synodal Way’

PASSAU, Germany: An influential theolo-
gian considered to be close to Pope Francis 
has said that he is “very worried” about the 
German Catholic Church’s controversial 
“Synodal Way.”

Cardinal Walter Kasper said in a June 8 in-
terview with the Passauer Bistumsblatt that he 
hoped the prayers of faithful Catholics could 
serve as a corrective.

The 88-year-old German cardinal said: “I 
have not yet given up hope that the prayers of 
many faithful Catholics will help to steer the 
Synodal Way in Germany back onto Catholic 
tracks.”

The Synodal Way is a multi-year process 
bringing together bishops and lay people to 
discuss four main topics: the way power is 
exercised in the Church; sexual morality; the 
priesthood; and the role of women.

The German bishops initially said that the 
process would end with a series of “binding” 
votes – raising concerns at the Vatican that 
the resolutions might challenge the Church’s 
teaching and discipline.

Kasper told the weekly newspaper of the 
Diocese of Passau, in southeastern Germany, 
that the Synodal Way’s organisers should 
have paid greater attention to Pope Francis’ 
2019 letter to the German Church.

In the letter, the Pope warned German Cath-
olics not to succumb to a particular “tempta-
tion.”

He wrote: “At the basis of this temptation, 
there is the belief that the best response to the 
many problems and shortcomings that exist 
is to reorganise things, change them and ‘put 
them back together,’ to bring order and make 
ecclesial life easier by adapting it to the cur-
rent logic or that of a particular group.”

Kasper asked: “Why did the Synodal Way 
not take Pope Francis’ letter more seriously 
and, as befits a synod, consider the critical 
questions in the light of the Gospel?”

The cardinal, who served as president of the 
Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity from 2001 to 2010, also com-
mented on the German Synodal Way’s high 
media profile.

“It truly does not give a good public image,” 
he said. “I am very worried, but I am cautious 
about making a final overall judgment.”

CNA Deutsch, CNA’s German-language 
news partner, reported that Kasper noted that 
loud individual voices and groups dominated 
the public discussion.

“In the beginning, it may have been good 
to let the different opinions have their say 
without being filtered. But it is beyond my 
imagination that demands such as the aboli-
tion of celibacy and the ordination of women 
to the priesthood could eventually find the 
two-thirds majority of the bishops’ confer-
ence or command consensus in the universal 
Church,” he said.

The cardinal criticized not only the Synodal 
Way’s content but also its structure, arguing 
that it was hampered by a “birth defect.” He 
said that the process was “on weak legs.”

“It is neither a synod nor a mere dialogue 
process,” he commented. “Initially it is a pro-
cess of dialogue, then the bishops’ conference 
has the floor and, finally, as far as univer-

sal Church demands are concerned, it is the 
Pope’s turn.”

“Moreover, every bishop is free to accept 
whatever he sees fit in his diocese. In view of 
the obvious disagreement among the German 
bishops, it is difficult to imagine how all of 
this can be brought to a common denomina-
tor.”

The theologian, who served as bishop of 
Rottenburg-Stuttgart from 1989 to 1999, said 
that renewal could only come from an inner 
growth of faith, hope, and love.

In the interview, Kasper also argued that 
there was a serious problem with catechesis in 
the German Church.

“When I see what is happening in Roman 
parishes and in the United States, and under 
completely different conditions in Africa 
where catechesis happens, then we are a cat-
echetical disaster zone,” he said.

“I don’t mean religious instruction in 
schools, which, given today’s school condi-
tions, usually cannot be catechesis. What 
I am referring to is catechesis in the parish, 
on the occasion of baptism, first confession, 
First Communion and confirmation, marriage 
preparation, and family catechesis.”

“In places where this is done well, young 
people, young families with children, who can 
often be counted on the fingers of one hand in 
Germany, can be found at Sunday services.”

Commenting on the Vatican’s recent invi-
tation to all Catholic dioceses to take part in 
the forthcoming synod on synodality, Kasper 
emphasized that one could “not reinvent the 
Church,” but rather contribute to renewing it 
in the Holy Spirit.

He said: “Synods are not a parliament, not a 
‘paper factory’ that draws up long papers that 
hardly anyone reads afterward, nor a church 
regiment that says where to go.”

“Synods are gatherings in which, in crisis 
situations, the bishop, his presbyterate, and 

the faithful face the signs of the times togeth-
er, look to the Gospel, and listen to what the 
Holy Spirit says to the congregations in prayer 
and in exchange with one another.”

He added: “If – as the [Second Vatican] 
Council formulated – a ‘unique harmony’ be-
tween leaders and believers comes about, then 
that is a sign of the Holy Spirit that we are on 
the right path.”

Pope Francis signalled his approval of the 
cardinal shortly after his election in 2013. 
Speaking on the first Sunday after his elec-
tion, he praised the theologian’s book “Mer-
cy: The Essence of the Gospel and the Key to 
Christian Life.”

The Pope invited Kasper to address a con-
sistory of cardinals in 2014 on the question 
of admitting divorced and civilly remarried 
Catholics to Holy Communion under certain 
circumstances.

The cardinal’s intervention influenced the 
ensuing debate at the family synods of 2014 
and 2015, which led to the publication in 2016 
of Amoris laetitia, Pope Francis’ apostolic ex-
hortation on love in the family.

In the Passauer Bistumsblatt interview, 
Kasper explained his approach to non-Catho-
lic Christians seeking to receive Communion 
in Catholic churches — a topical issue in Ger-
man Church circles.

The cardinal said that he had never turned 
away a person “out of respect for the personal 
conscience decisions of individual Chris-
tians.”

“This has now become fairly general pasto-
ral practice in Germany and widely tolerated 
by the bishops. It is not perfect, but you can 
and must live with it for the time being,” said 
the Vatican’s former ecumenism czar.

But he expressed reservations about a con-
troversial proposal for a “Eucharistic meal fel-
lowship” between Catholics and Protestants 
in Germany. — CNA

Cardinal Walter Kasper

Cardinal Marx: Pope Francis’ resignation decision a ‘great challenge’
MUNICH, Germany: Cardinal Reinhard 
Marx said Thursday, June 10 that Pope Fran-
cis’ decision not to accept his resignation as 
Catholic archbishop of Munich and Freising 
is a “great challenge.”

Marx made the comment June 10, hours 
after the Vatican published a letter from the 
pope asking the 67-year-old cardinal to re-
main in charge of the archdiocese in southern 
Germany.

“I find the Pope’s decision to be a great 
challenge. After that, simply going back to the 
agenda cannot be the way for me and also not 
for the archdiocese,” he said in a statement on 
the archdiocese’s website.

CNA Deutsch, CNA’s German-language 
news partner, reported that Marx expressed 
surprise at the swiftness of the Pope’s re-
sponse to his offer to resign, made public on 
June 4.

The influential cardinal is a member of the 
Pope’s Council of Cardinals and the coordina-
tor of the Vatican Council for the Economy. 
Until last year, he was also chairman of the 
German Catholic bishops’ conference.

In a May 21 letter to the Pope, Marx out-
lined his reasons for seeking to resign from 
office.

He wrote: “Without doubt, these are times 
of crisis for the Church in Germany. There 
are, of course, many reasons for this situation 
— also beyond Germany in the whole world 
— and I believe it is not necessary to state 
them in detail here.”

“However, this crisis has also been caused 
by our own failure, by our own guilt. This has 
become clearer and clearer to me looking at 
the Catholic Church as a whole, not only to-
day but also in the past decades.”

“My impression is that we are at a ‘dead 
end’ which, and this is my paschal hope, 
also has the potential of becoming a ‘turning 
point.’”

He continued: “In essence, it is important 
to me to share the responsibility for the catas-
trophe of the sexual abuse by Church officials 
over the past decades.”

With Pope Francis’ permission, the arch-
diocese of Munich and Freising published 
the cardinal’s letter to the Pope, along with 
a personal declaration, on June 4 in German, 
English, and Italian.

Responding to the Pope’s refusal of his res-
ignation, Marx said: “I did not expect that he 
would react so quickly and I did not expect his 
decision that I should continue my service as 
archbishop of Munich and Freising.”

“I am moved by the comprehensiveness 
and the very brotherly tone of his letter and 
feel how much he understands and has ac-
cepted my request. In obedience I accept his 
decision as I promised him.”

Writing in Spanish, Francis told Marx: “If 
you are tempted to think that, by confirming 
your mission and not accepting your resigna-
tion, this Bishop of Rome (your brother who 
loves you) does not understand you, think of 
what Peter felt before the Lord when, in his 

own way, he presented him with his resigna-
tion: ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinner,’ and 
listen to the answer: ‘Shepherd my sheep.’” 

The cardinal said that he would now need to 
reflect on “what new ways we can go — even 
in the face of a history of multiple failures — 
to proclaim and witness to the Gospel” in the 
Munich archdiocese.

He said: “The bishop is not alone in this and 
in the next few weeks I will think about how 
we can together contribute even more to the 
renewal of the Church here in our archdiocese 
and as a whole; because the pope takes up 
much of what I mentioned in my letter to him 
and gives us important impulses.”

“What I also underlined in my declaration 
remains: that I have to bear personal respon-
sibility and also have an ‘institutional respon-
sibility,’ especially in view of those affected 
[by clerical sexual abuse], whose perspective 

needs to be included even more effectively.”
CNA Deutsch reported that German bish-

ops’ conference chairman Bishop Georg 
Bätzing expressed relief at the pope’s decision 
not to accept Marx’s resignation.

Thomas Sternberg, president of the influen-
tial lay Central Committee of German Catho-
lics (ZdK), also welcomed the news.

He told the Rheinische Post that the pope’s 
letter showed “that the alleged dissatisfaction 
with the ‘Synodal Way’ in Germany does not 
correspond to the multi-layered reality.”

He was referring to the controversial multi-
year process bringing together bishops and lay 
people to discuss four main topics: the way 
power is exercised in the Church; sexual mo-
rality; the priesthood; and the role of women.

Marx, who has served as archbishop of Mu-
nich and Freising since 2007, had said that he 
hoped his resignation would “send a personal 
signal for a new beginning, for a new awaken-
ing of the Church, not only in Germany.”

In April, Marx asked German president 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier not to bestow the 
Federal Cross of Merit on him after an outcry 
among advocates for abuse survivors over the 
award.

He had been scheduled to receive the Bun-
desverdienstkreuz, Germany’s only federal 
decoration, at the Bellevue Palace in Berlin 
April 30

Marx said that he did not want to draw 
negative attention to other award recipients. 
— CNA

Cardinal Rienhard Marx
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Catholic media must present facts and ‘truth of the Gospel’
WASHINGTON: As the nation strug-
gles to fight a pandemic and address 
social strife and racial injustice, the 
Catholic media have the important 
task of presenting news truthfully and 
in light of the Gospel values taught 
by the church, Cardinal Wilton D. 
Gregory of Washington told Catholic 
media professionals June 9.

“Our Catholic communications 
community has to realise that not only 
are they people who have to get the 
truth, the stories [and] the facts out 
there, but they have to wed it to the 
truth of the Gospel,” Gregory said.

The cardinal spoke on commu-
nicating Catholic unity and the gift 
of diversity in a video dialogue with 
Paula Gwynn Grant, the secretary of 
communications for the Archdiocese 
of Washington and a member of the 
Catholic Media Association’s board 
of directors.

The talk was presented during the 
association’s annual Catholic Media 
Conference, held virtually for the sec-
ond year in a row due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The cardinal said the media asso-
ciation “is not just an association of 
professionals” but “an association of 
professionals who believe.”

“It’s not so much just making sure 
you get the story right, that’s a prin-
cipal activity, but it’s a matter of get-
ting the story right and bringing into 
the story the fact that we are a resilient 

people, we are people on a journey 
that leads us, summons us, to Christ 
Jesus and summons us together,” 
Gregory said.

Those working in the Catholic me-
dia, he said, “really have to say, ‘This 
is not the last word. The last word is 
to be found in the Gospels and in the 
Church’s ministry, in the history of the 
church.’ That has to be factored into 
telling of the story, which I think my 
associates in the Catholic communi-
cations community really have done 
extraordinarily well during the pan-
demic, but even before.”

In its coverage of the pandemic, 
Gregory said, the Catholic media 
“provided a platform to encourage 
people to engage their neighbours.”

Its coverage of the Church’s out-
reach and “generosity of spirit,” he 
said, “allowed our neighbours to re-

alise they are part of a larger family.”
“The pandemic was not a respecter 

of age, race, colour, religion, ethnic-
ity. But some communities, because 
they are living on the periphery like 
Pope Francis likes to say, have greater 
need,” Gregory said.

He added that some immigrant 
communities, the elderly and people 
of colour “simply found themselves 
too often in need of things that they 
probably never anticipated they 
would be” in need of.

“The poor ... always live on a bub-
ble, and the pandemic broke the bub-
ble for a lot of poor people,” Gregory 
said. “I was so proud that we were 
able to do so much, but I know so 
much more needs to be done. The 
work of the Church certainly is to 
provide hands-on assistance, but the 
work of the church also has to em-

brace looking at the reasons behind 
why so many of these communities 
are disproportionately impacted.”

Gregory also urged the Catholic 
media to stress that in the face of ra-
cial tension and social injustice, “as 
people of faith we need to speak out.”

“Even before the pandemic — and 
there was life before the pandemic, if 
we can remember it — I think we as a 
society were beginning to feel at times 
hopeless,“ he said. “That is we were 
facing so many social, political, ethnic 
[and] racial challenges that at some 
moments I am sure all of us must have 
said, ‘Where is this going? Where are 
we going?”’

He said that in these times the 
Catholic media face “the challenge 
of restoring hope — not restoring so 
much as perhaps enhancing hope — 
to remind people we are not doing this 

alone. We are a people on a journey 
together.”

“Sometimes in trying times you do 
feel alone, you feel like you’re trying 
to climb this mountain all by yourself. 
But, because we are people of faith, 
we believe we are a family moving 
toward the Lord together,” he said.

Pointing to the police-involved 
murders of George Floyd in Minne-
apolis and Breonna Taylor in Lou-
isville, Kentucky, the cardinal said 
Catholic media coverage of such 
events is vital because “absolutely it is 
pro-life, because it involves the lives 
of people who are poor, people who 
are engaged in activities that threaten 
and challenge them.”

Gregory also noted the 100th an-
niversary of the Tulsa Race Massacre 
of May 31 and June 1, 1921. Mobs of 
white residents attacked Black resi-
dents of Tulsa, destroying their homes 
and businesses. It is estimated that up 
to 300 persons were killed, over 800 
were hospitalised with injuries and 
about 6,000 were held against their 
will.

“I would say to my Catholic me-
dia people one of the things that you 
do, you should do, you are doing, is 
tell the whole story,” he said. — By  
Richard  Szczepanowski, NCR
l Szczepanowski is managing 
editor of the Catholic Standard,                       
newspaper of the Archdiocese of 
Washington.

The spot where George Floyd was taken into police custody in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, US.  (Vatican News)Cardinal Wilton D. Gregory

A revolution in the making
Journalism in the United States is 

more a drumbeat than a narration.
Important stories come in one of 

two types.
First, there are the ones that come 

and go, shock or entertain, surprise or 
delight us. These are the quick ones, 
the ones we search the headlines for 
day after day. Just to find out what’s 
going on.

We share the cloudy details at sup-
pertime. We recount them at family 
picnics. We forget the names of the 
characters involved but we cherish 
the core of the story. They bring a 
message or a lesson or a promise or 
a fear.

They become the colours of our 
lives: yellow for exciting, red for vio-
lent, blue for sad, green for success-
ful, purple for fear.

But they’re short. They go away 
quickly. We treat them as irritations 
or interruptions or promises of a bet-
ter or even more uncertain tomor-
row. They become the background 
noise of what it means to be alive 
now. They describe our world or our 
concerns but, most of the time, they 
have very little to do directly with us. 
They are short narratives that save us 
from the dull and uninteresting. Like 
UFOs, or more politically, the coral 
reef in Australia.

The second kind of journalism in 
modern society is very different than 
that. These are the stories that seem to 
never go away. Day after day, televi-
sion news shows update yesterday’s 
slow, slow stories that inch through 
our lives a moment at a time. But 
these are the stories that count.

For instance, this one was written 
in the 12th century by St Hildegard 
of Bingen, a German Benedictine ab-
bess who saw the sacredness of the 
land as a manifestation of the creator. 
As she captures in her concept of vir-
iditas, or “greening,” we need to be 
aware of the power of God under our 
feet. She writes:

Gaze at the beauty of 
earth’s greenings.

Now, think.
What delight God gives to 

humankind with all these things.
All nature is at the disposal of 

humankind.
We are to work with it. 

For without we cannot survive.
Well, the point of today’s story is 

now that 12th-century consciousness 
is a bigger story than ever.

These kinds of long-inching is-
sues are the underlying current of 
our lives. These are the stories about 
COVID-19 and vaccines, about vot-
ing rights and elections, about climate 

change. These are the stories we get 
tired of hearing about. These are the 
stories that threaten all of us whether 
we like it or not, know it or not, or 
do anything whatsoever to influence 
their outcome or not.

These are the really big stories, the 
ones, we are sure, are way over our 
heads and so ignore most of them.

And therein lies the problem. What 
we are not fixing is only getting 
worse. And if it doesn’t undermine 
our own lives, it will affect the lives 
of the next generation. It will certainly 
affect the lives of our grandchildren. 

Which is where climate change 
comes in.

This is the kind of story that we 
forgive ourselves for not listening 

to. It’s just too large for us. “Nothing 
I can do about it all — except hope 
that someone else does something, of 
course.”

Americans have two ways of deal-
ing with stories like this. We yawn. Or 
we count on technology to solve the 
problem even though technology has 
had a great deal to do with causing it. 
At the time of the great gas shortage 
some years ago, for instance, I heard 
the man in the airplane seat behind 
me say to the man next to him, “Oh, 
don’t kid yourself. This is just hype to 
justify the price rises. And even if it’s 
true, they’ll go into a lab next week 
and invent some kind of substitute.” 
Ah, yes, American superiority wins 
again.

Not this time, not where climate 
change is concerned. This story takes 
as much immediate response just to 
keep up with the results of it, let alone 
to “solve” it.

But more than that, this great ques-
tion is a moral one, not a political one 

at all. Not if you’re a Christian. Not 
if you were raised on the Scriptures. 
This one is in our own spiritual DNA. 
It comes out of the lifetime mandate 
of what it means to be the human 
race. It comes directly from the Gar-
den of Eden to humankind, “Be fruit-
ful and multiply ... till the garden and 
keep it.”

Right now, we are barely doing ei-
ther. Family sizes have dropped. The 
globe is under unnatural assault. The 
birds of the air and the creatures of the 
sea are in danger. The development 
of the fruitfulness of the Earth is un-
der attack. From us. Worst of all, the 
world we did not create, we are now 
able to destroy. And we are doing so.

For instance, the obvious is upon 
us:

The greenness of life is withering 
under the chemicals we have cre-
ated to control and enhance it. The 
oceans are full of plastic particles that 
are infecting the fish, and the birds 
are dying in their millions for lack of 
habitat and migration routes. Grazing 
lands are drying up; desertification is 

a creeping global disease that triggers 
immigration everywhere. Species af-
ter species — including are own — 
are in danger, but we are sure it will 
be fixed in a lab somewhere in Cali-
fornia. All of life can live without us. 
None of us can live without them.

Clearly, it is time we each find our-
selves a path into this issue. Each of 
us. This is not a story we can either ig-
nore or dismiss as political hype. On 
the contrary, we are late in coming to 
consciousness while we wait for the 
government or science to do our sav-
ing for us as we ignore the damage we 
are doing to ourselves.

Professionals in the field of “solv-
ing plastic” have written lists of ideas 
aimed at helping us find our own 
personal, private contribution to the 
cleanup and new creation of the Earth. 
For instance, they tell us to “get rid of 
the throwaway culture” by repairing 
things rather than replacing them. Or 
by buying higher quality furniture in 
the first place rather than buying the 
same things over and over again. Or 
how about by telling restauranteurs 

not to use plastic straws or cutlery that 
is littering the entire country.

The point is that as you and I get 
deeper and deeper into saving our lit-
tle part of the globe, alternative ener-
gies will be imperative. Electric cars 
will be next on the list. Single-use 
plastics — the ones we throw away 
immediately — utensils, food con-
tainers, plates and packaging will dis-
appear from society because we will 
not accept them anymore.

And suddenly we will find our-
selves cleaning up the Earth for our 
grandchildren — and nothing will 
make us happier than that.

But unless we begin to respond 
in force, the oceans will go on dy-
ing. The forests will burn down. The 
land will dry up as irrigation from the 
snowless highlands thins out. The 
animal species that pollinate and con-
trol growth, that spawn and refresh 
the food chain, will become more and 
more scarce.

From where I stand, it looks like we 
are at the point again of Louis XV’s 
“After me, the deluge.” Chauvinism, 

narcissism, soullessness, biological 
immorality.

The tragedy of it all is that it is hap-
pening in our time. To us. Because of 
us. By us, for us, and with little or no 
attention to the creeping self-destruc-
tion of it all.

Pick one thing. Do it. And know 
then, that you were there in soul when 
the Scripture required us to “tend the 
garden and keep it.” That’s the real 
story. That’s the drumbeat of creation. 
That’s the one commandment we 
got in the garden. Oh, yes, and that 
other one: “Be fruitful and multiply.” 
Which won’t happen much longer if 
we don’t soon join the revolution. Un-
less, that is:

Gaze at the beauty of 
earth’s greenings.

Now, think.
What delight God gives 

to humankind with all these things.
All nature is at the 

disposal of humankind.
We are to work with it. 

For without we cannot survive.
— By Sr Joan Chittister, NCR

The different narrations that are prevalent
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Have you ever seen a mustard seed? 
A mustard seed is so small, that if 
you were holding one in your hand 
and dropped it on the ground, you 
might not be able to find it. 

Even though the mustard seed is 
one of the smallest of all seeds, 
when it is planted in the ground, 
it grows into a plant so large that 
birds can perch on its branches and 
can even build their nests in it. 

In today's Gospel reading, Jesus 
tells us about the Kingdom of Heav-
en. Heaven isn’t just where we will 
go when we die if we’re good. 

Jesus was telling us that Heaven 
grows in our hearts when we choose 
to love God and each other.

Our Lord compares the Kingdom of 
Heaven to plants that grow up from 
little seeds. When we were baptised 
we received the gift of Faith.

Jesus was telling us that  eaven 
grows in our hearts when we choose 

to love God and each other.
Our Lord compares the Kingdom of 

Heaven to plants that grow up from 
little seeds. When we were baptised 
we received the gift of Faith.

When we received the other 
Sacraments,especially Holy Com-
munion, the Faith grows in us, like a 
plant that has water and sunshine. 
If we sin, it's like little bugs or 
sicknesses that start to kill the 
plant. Confession will take those 
away so that our Faith can grow 
again.

How can you help the Kingdom of 
Heaven to grow in you? Participate 
in online Mass (during MCO), pray 
every day, read the Bible. 

Doing good deeds will also help the 
Kingdom of Heaven to grow in your 
heart like a strong healthy plant! 

Love
Aunty Eliz 

ACROSS
Bigger than any of the others
A small grain of a plant 
placed in the ground for 
growing another plant.
Not as big as any of the oth-
ers
A living thing that grows 
in the ground, usually with 
leaves or flowers 

DOWN
A story told by Jesus to help 
explain his teachings
An animal that has wings and 
is covered with feathers
An area where plants grow
The place where birds lay 
eggs or give birth to their 
young 

3.
6.

7.

8.

1.

2.

4.
5.

SEED

SMALLEST

PARABLE

NEST

BIRDS

GARDEN

LARGEST

PLANT 

Again he said, "What shall we say 
the kingdom of God is like, or what 
parable shall we use to describe it? 
It is like a mustard seed, which is 
the smallest of all seeds on earth. 
Yet when planted, it grows and 
becomes the largest of all garden 
plants, with such big branches 
that the birds can perch in 
its shade." (Mark 4:30-32)

Answer: Like a mustard seed ... the greatest of shrubs 

In today’s Gospel 
reading, Jesus tells 
two parables 
about the 
Kingdom 
of God.

To find out 
one of them, 

use every second 
letter from the tree 
to fill in the blanks 

below.

Let's Colour

Teach me your ways, Lord,
that I may rely on your 
faithfulness; give me an 
undivided heart,
that I may fear your name.
I will praise you, Lord my 
God, with all my heart;
I will glorify your name 
forever.
(Psalm 86:11-12) 

Dear Father, 
We ask for a mustard seed sized faith. Help 
us to believe and never doubt Your mighty 
power. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

Let's
Pray 
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MUMBAI, India: 
In a country 
which has been 

brought to its knees, young 
Indian Catholics are help-
ing people affected by the 
coronavirus and COV-
ID-19 by handing out food 
parcels to the poor, cremat-
ing the bodies of the dead, 
aiding those waiting out-
side hospitals, and donat-
ing blood.

“In the midst of this untold trag-
edy, the Indian Catholic Youth 
Movement (ICYM), the youth 
wing of the Bishops’ Conference, 
has been at the forefront of relief 
operations in many parts of the 
country,” said Fr Chetan Machado, 
executive secretary of the Youth 
Commission of the Catholic Bish-

ops’ Conference of India (CBCI).
“The youth threw themselves 

into the risk of getting infected 
with the virus and undertook relief 
efforts to help the needy, the poor 
and the migrants,” he explained.

“ICYM units, besides creating 
awareness campaign through on-
line digital content with videos and 
posters to encourage people to go 
for vaccination, helped people with 
their relief efforts, physical help, 
moral support, monetary assistance 
and counselling,” he added.

The involvement of young peo-
ple has given a boost to the lives of 
many, “helping people in hospitals 
and with burial and cremation” in a 
dignified way, showing great gen-
erosity.

The ICYM has always led 
from the front in natural disasters, 
whether in floods in Kerala and 
Karnataka in 2018, earthquakes in 
Nepal, or cyclones.

With over 2.5 million members 
across the country, the ICYM has 
remained close to the people, even 
in the most difficult of times. And 
now it continues to do so with 
people affected by COVID-19.

Rajesh, who belongs to the 
ICYM group in Bangalore, has 
helped in cremating and burying 
COVID-19 victims.

“My parents did not want me to 
go,” he said, “but it was a noble 
cause. After helping families cre-
mate and bury their loved ones, I 
am proud to be called a Catholic 
youth.”

Robin D’Souza is a young man 
from Delhi; for him, “Working for 
COVID relief is an opportunity to 
reach out to those who have been 
either cornered or left out due to 
this pandemic,” he said.

“We have been providing finan-
cial and medical aid to the affect-
ed. We are dealing mainly with 
basic ration kits and medicines.”

“I am in charge every day of 
verifying the distress calls, and 
when I talk to these people, I can 
hear the pain in their voices. We 
make sure that no distress call 
goes unanswered and that aid 
reaches them in a day or two.”

Leon Saldanha, diocesan presi-
dent of ICYM in Mangalore, ex-
plained that “The experience is 
different every day. We see peo-
ple in the streets rushing to us for 
food and the way they thank us 
is something that cannot be ex-
pressed.

“Some are so weak in body  
that their faces light up when we 
ask them if they need food. We 
are sure that their blessings and 
prayers will help us in our life.”

In the case of “middle class 
people who have a good house to 
stay in but are financially poor be-
cause they are out of work, they 
feel shy about asking for food, but 
their neighbours and other people 

who are aware call us”.
“We are trying our best to reach 

out to them. I am sure that God 
is working through us because, 
from day one, we have not been 
short of funds. We get funds on a 
daily basis, which has helped us 
go far in 33 days. We are thank-
ful to each and every one for their 
support and guidance.”

Jason is from Karnataka. “We 
saw many daily wage earners and 
inter-state migrants struggle to get 
a single meal a day due to lock-
down. So, we decided to hand out 
food parcels,” he said.

“We have also started a team 
for funeral service: Corona War-
riors for COVID deaths. We have 
served not only Catholics but also 
non-Catholics, according to their 
rites,” he explained. “These are 
testing times for everyone, so one 
has to put one’s best foot forward 
to help people.”. — By Nirmala 
Carvalho, AsiaNews

affected by COVID-19

Young Indian Catholics 
helping people

Youths of India Catholic Youth Movement in their PPE suit.

The youths distributing water and food the people.
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Alive in Christ 
(Who are we) 

The name “Alive in Christ” was in-
spired by what Pope Francis wrote on 
the first page of Christus Vivit: Christ is 
alive and he wants you alive! (CV 1). 

Alive in Christ groups are an inter-
national community of young people 
who meet online. Young people from all 
five continents often come from distant 
geographical and existential peripheries 
(even countries where Christians are a 
minority and they are able to experience 
God for the first time). They all carry in 
their heart a common goal: to experi-
ence the Risen One who passed through 
the cross! 

“Our groups are online, but they are 
more real than virtual because the fruits 
of conversion in our lives testify to this”. 

The group was born from the Sha-
lom Catholic Community’s spirituality, 
a charismatic community of praise that 
uses its formation path to communicate 
Christ to young people. Most members 
are the result of evangelisation through 
social media. The young people in the 
group find an opportunity to get closer 
to the Church, seek their vocation and 
live a fraternal experience of interna-
tional communion. 

“The wind blows where it wills, and 
you can hear the sound it makes, but 
you do not know where it comes from 
or where it goes” (Jn 3:8). The inspira-
tion for this group is to be one more in-
centive of many in the Church, to reach 
those whom the Lord wants to call to 
himself. 

The groups Alive in Christ 
(What we do)

“For where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Mt 
18:20). 

Once a week, each group (in English, Italian 
and Spanish) meets to pray and participate in 
the formation, ask questions, and share in their 
own language. It all takes about two hours and 
is done through Zoom. In addition to this, each 
young person is encouraged to do their daily Bi-
ble study on their own (through the method of 
Lectio Divina), and each month, if they wish, get 
a personal accompaniment (a consecrated mem-
ber from the online community who can listen to 
the young person and pray for them). All mem-
bers are called to be protagonists of evangelisa-
tion through a service entrusted to them. 

In this way, young people, gathered by the 
power of the Spirit, live a true Pentecost. 

“Our laptops and smartphones have become 
means that guide us to connect with God and with 
each other in a new way.” 

We believe that the Lord is asking us to dive 
deeper into the waters and live in a more 
edifying way in this big world, the digital 
continent. 

Many young people are placed in a culture 
of pessimism, solitude, fear, war, hunger or 
persecution within the digital world. Even if 
only a drop of water in the ocean, this ini-
tiative can reach those most in need of the 
Father’s care. 

The idea to promote this new site is to 
open the Church’s doors even more, show-
ing a younger face of the Church through a 
communication channel where there will be 
articles, news, faith testimonies from around 
the world, videos and interviews. Young 
theologians will write the Gospels’ medita-

tions and a form of interaction will be organ-
ised through the blog. The idea is that this 
medium is not just for the dissemination of 
information, but for the experience of faith. 

We will also discuss the importance of 
Lectio Divina, personal accompaniment 
and how to go on a mission. Therefore, the 
young people will be invited to migrate from 
the virtual meeting to a personal encounter, 
going on missions, volunteering, participat-
ing in international events such as camps, 
World Youth Days, various festivals organ-
ised by the communities and movements, 
and more. 

The groups are open for those who wish 
to participate and anyone who wishes can 
invite their friends. 

A site made by young people to evangelise 
other young people (How to reach us)

God is also calling you online

KOTA KINABALU: Presidents  
of the Catholic Students’ Group 
(CSG) from nine campuses un-
der the Kota Kinabalu Archdio-
cese had their Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) to form  the new 
Catholic Students’ Council (CSC) 
of 2021/2022 on May 14-15.

The CSC 2021, together with 
the Archdiocesan Campus Minis-
try Office met via  Zoom for the 
first time with the participation 
of 72 students. They were also 
joined by Campus Ministry and 
Fr Isidore Gilbert, the Spiritual 
Advisor of the Youth Commis-
sion.

The theme of the meeting was 
Stand Up. I Appoint You as A Wit-
ness of What You Have Seen. Sr 
Dora Obod, fsic, gave a session 
on See, Stand and Be a Witness! 
to reinforce the committee before 
the meeting dissolved to appoint 
new committee.

In her sharing, Sr Dora told 
them to be witnesses of the Liv-
ing Christ, to be inspired and 
Jesus-centred, to remain faithful 
and passionate, as well as to live 
in love. Togetherness and unity is 
also needed in the course of life 
because we are interdependent.

The voting resulted in Moses 
Michael Juilih from UMS-KK 
being elected as the new Presi-
dent. He will serve as President 

of the Catholic Student Council 
for the 2021/2022 session, assist-
ed by fellow campus presidents.

Moses, in his speech said, 
“Now is the time for us to recov-
er and bounce back after all the 
things that we have experienced 

during the pandemic that have 
hindered the movement of minis-
try and make everything possible 
to continue this ministry.”

Fr Isidore thanked the CSC 
2020/2021 committee for their 
commitment over the previous 

year and congratulated the new 
CSC committee members. He 
also said the current situation, 
which was full of uncertainty, 
was certainly more challenging 
than before. But with the spirit of 
togetherness, we can strengthen 

each other.
Throughout the meeting, the 

campus youths felt grateful, al-
though it was held virtually, be-
cause God works at all times and 
in every situation. — By CSC 
AGM Documentation, CS

To learn more about this initiative, please 
contact aliveinchrist@comshalom.org In-
stagram: aliveinchrist.sh

Log on to: https://www.aliveinchristsh.
com/ for more information about alive in 
Christ.

Catholic Students’ Council forms new committee for 2021/2022
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‘I am the Resurrection and the Life.                                 
Those who believe in me, even though they die,             

will live, and everyone who lives                                   
and believes in me will never die.”                                    

John 11:25-26
Dearly missed by Family & Friends

3rd Anniversary                                          
In Loving Memory of

Rosamma Mathew
(wife of late                                       

Mr. M.J. MATHEW)

Born: 2nd June 1938 
Departed: 9th June 2018

Catholic dioceses in India’s northeastern 
states have joined other Christian groups 
to contain the spread of COVID-19 among 
vulnerable indigenous people, especially 
those working in tea gardens.

Leaders of Christian volunteers said their 
prime concern is to stop the virus from 
spreading among more than one million 
people working in some 800 tea gardens in 
Assam state.

Bishop Albert Hemrom of Dibrugarh Di-
ocese, which covers some tea garden areas, 
said in the initial stage of the second wave 
cases were restricted to major cities in As-
sam.

“But now it has reached villages, espe-
cially among poor and largely illiterate tea 
garden workers,” said Bishop Hemrom.

Besides creating awareness of ways to 
check the infection, Christian volunteers are 
busy distributing food to poverty-stricken 
daily wage earners on tea estates who have 
been made jobless following lockdowns in 
northeastern states, he said.

India’s eight northeastern states are cut off 
from the mainland but for a 20-kilometre-
wide corridor called the Siliguri Corridor, 
and four of them — Arunachal Pradesh 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland — are 
Christian-dominated.

The region, which includes Assam, Ma-
nipur, Tripura and Sikkim, was largely free 
of COVID-19 cases in the first wave that 
started in January 2020, but the second 
wave that began in April changed the situ-
ation.

Assam, the most populous state in the re-
gion with some 30 million people, contin-
ues to report more cases. It reported more 

than 4,000 new cases daily in the first week 
of June with some 40 people dying daily.

“We never had a problem in the first wave 
but now hundreds of fresh cases are report-
ed daily from our villages and tea gardens. 
It is a matter of serious worry for us,” said 
Bishop Hemrom.

He said the infection can spread faster as 
most tea garden workers live in clusters and 
small rooms. “If one person is infected, it 
will lead to infection of the entire cluster and 
in such a situation it would be disastrous,” 
the bishop said.

Fr Caesar Henry, a parish priest heading 
the relief and awareness operation in Go-
laghat district in Dibrugarh Diocese, said 
awareness creation is an important part of 
their work.

“The indigenous population in the tea 
gardens are largely unaware of COVID-19 
protocols. They can hardly follow any seri-
ous social distancing, sanitisation and other 
measures,” he said. — By Saji Thomas, 
ucanews.com

Casket Paradise
& Funeral Care Sdn. Bhd.(311899-W)

* Specialised In Christian Funerals
* Exclusive Handmade And Polished Wooden Casket
* Restoration And Cosmetology
* British Trained & Qualified MBIE Embalming Service (Only One In 

Malaysia)
* Member Of The European Association Of Embalmers
* Private Chapel Of Rest And Coldroom Facilities
*   Economical, Budget Planned & 24 hrs Service

PERSONAL ATTENTION AT ALL TIMES

TEL: 03-2148 5776, 2148 4855                            
FAX: 03-2143 1442

19B, Jalan Lapangan Terbang Lama,                        
50460 Kuala Lumpur.

H/P: 012-333 4899 / 012-333 4646 / 019-777 5537

Christians struggle to check pandemic’s 
spread in northeast India

People line up for vaccination against the 
COVID-19 pandemic on May 1 in India’s 
Assam state. (UCA News photo)
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St Anthony of  Padua
On June 13, Catholics honour the memo-

ry of the Franciscan priest, St Anthony 
of Padua. Although he is popularly in-

voked today by those who have trouble finding 
lost objects, he was known in his own day as 
the “Hammer of Heretics” due to the powerful 
witness of his life and preaching.

The saint, known to the Church as Anthony 
of Padua, was not born in the Italian city of Pad-
ua, nor was he originally named Anthony. He 
was born Ferdinand in Lisbon, Portugal during 
1195, the son of an army officer named Martin 
and a virtuous woman named Mary. They had 
Ferdinand educated by a group of priests, and 
the young man made his own decision to enter 
religious life at age 15.

Ferdinand initially lived in a monastery of 
the Augustinian order outside of Lisbon. But he 
disliked the distraction of constant visits from 
his friends, and moved to a more remote house 
of the same order. There, he concentrated on 
reading the Bible and the Church Fathers, while 
living a life of asceticism and heartfelt devotion 
to God.

Eight years later, in 1220, Ferdinand learned 
the news about five Franciscan friars who had 
recently died for their faith in Morocco. When 
their bodies were brought to Portugal for ven-
eration, Ferdinand developed a passionate de-
sire to imitate their commitment to the Gospel. 
When a group of Franciscans visited his mon-
astery, Ferdinand told them he wanted to adopt 
their poor and humble way of life.

Some of the Augustinian monks criticised 
and mocked Ferdinand’s interest in the Francis-
cans, an order which had been established only 
recently, in 1209. But prayer confirmed his de-
sire to follow the example of St Francis, who 
was still living at the time.

He eventually obtained permission to leave 
the Augustinians and join a small Franciscan 
monastery in 1221. At that time, he took the 
name Anthony, after the fourth-century desert 
monk St Anthony of Egypt.

Anthony wanted to imitate the Franciscan 
martyrs who had died trying to convert the 
Muslims of Morocco. He travelled on a ship 
to Africa for this purpose but became seriously 
ill and could not carry out his intention. The 
ship that was supposed to take him to Spain for 

treatment was blown off course, and ended up 
in Italy.

Through this series of mishaps, Anthony end-
ed up near Assisi, where St Francis was holding 
a major meeting for the members of his order. 
Despite his poor health, Anthony resolved to 
stay in Italy in order to be closer to St Francis 
himself. He deliberately concealed his deep 
knowledge of theology and Scripture, and of-
fered to serve in the kitchen among the brothers.

At the time, no one realised that the future 
“Hammer of Heretics” was anything other than 
a kitchen assistant and obedient Franciscan 
priest. Around 1224, however, Anthony was 
forced to deliver an improvised speech before 
an assembly of Dominicans and Franciscans, 
none of whom had prepared any remarks.

His eloquence stunned the crowd, and St 
Francis himself soon learned what kind of man 
the dishwashing priest really was. In 1224 he 
gave Anthony permission to teach theology in 
the Franciscan order – “provided, however, that 
as the Rule prescribes, the spirit of prayer and 

devotion may not be extinguished.”
Anthony taught theology in several French 

and Italian cities, while strictly following his 
Franciscan vows and preaching regularly to 
the people. Later, he dedicated himself entire-
ly to the work of preaching as a missionary in 
France, Italy and Spain, teaching an authentic 
love for God to many people – whether peas-
ants or princes – who had fallen away from the 
Catholic faith and morality.

Known for his bold preaching and austere 
lifestyle, Anthony also had a reputation as a 
worker of miracles, which often came about in 
the course of his disputes with heretics.

His biographers mention a horse which re-
fused to eat for three days, and accepted food 
only after it had placed itself in adoration be-
fore the Eucharist that Anthony brought in his 
hands. Another miracle involved a poisoned 
meal, which Anthony ate without any harm af-
ter making the sign of the Cross over it. And a 
final, often recounted miracle of St Anthony’s 
involved a group of fish, which rose out of the 
sea to hear his preaching when heretical resi-
dents of a city refused to listen.

After Lent in 1231, Anthony’s health was in 
decline. Following the example of his patron – 
the earlier St Anthony, who had lived as a her-
mit – he retreated to a remote location, taking 
two companions to help him. When his worsen-
ing health forced him to be carried back to the 
Franciscan monastery in Padua, crowds of peo-
ple converged on the group in hopes of paying 
their homage to the holy priest.

The commotion surrounding his transport 
forced his attendants to stop short of their des-
tination. After receiving the last rites, Anthony 
prayed the Church’s seven traditional peniten-
tial psalms, sung a hymn to the Virgin Mary, 
and died on June 13 at the age of 36.

St Anthony’s well-established holiness, com-
bined with the many miracles he had worked 
during his lifetime, moved Pope Gregory IX 
– who knew the saint personally – to canonise 
him one year after his death.

“St Anthony, residing now in heaven, is hon-
oured on earth by many miracles daily seen at 
his tomb, of which we are certified by authentic 
writings,” proclaimed the 13th-century Pope. 
— CNA

In the midst of a wasted youth, Romuald 
watched his father kill a relative in a duel over 

property. In horror, he fled to a monastery near 
Ravenna. After three years, some of the monks 
found him to be uncomfortably holy and eased 
him out.

Romuald spent the next 30 years going about 
Italy, founding monasteries and hermitages. He 
longed to give his life to Christ in martyrdom, 
and got the pope’s permission to preach the gos-
pel in Hungary. But he was struck with illness 
as soon as he arrived, and the illness recurred as 
often as he tried to proceed.

During another period of his life, Romuald 
suffered great spiritual dryness. One day as he 
was praying Psalm 31 (“I will give you under-
standing and I will instruct you”), he was given 

an extraordinary light and spirit which never left 
him.

At the next monastery where he stayed, 
Romuald was accused of a scandalous crime by 
a young nobleman he had rebuked for a disso-
lute life. Amazingly, his fellow monks believed 
the accusation. He was given a severe penance, 
forbidden from offering Mass, and excommuni-
cated — an unjust sentence that he endured in 
silence for six months.

The most famous of the monasteries Romuald 
founded was that of the Camaldoli in Tuscany. 
Here began the Order of the Camaldolese Ben-
edictines, uniting the monastic and eremitical 
lives. In later life Romuald’s own father became 
a monk, wavered, and was kept faithful by the 
encouragement of his son. — Franciscan Media

St Romuald

St Philip Minh, born in 1815, was a stu-
dent of College General in Penang from 

1840 to 1846. He went back to Vietnam as a 
priest and in 1853, was martyred (beheaded) 
for refusing to trample on the cross, for not 
denying his religion and for not revealing the 
whereabouts of his fellow priests. He is buried 
in Cai-mong, Vietnam. The relics of St Philip 
Minh are at College General.

St Philip Minh was beatified in 1900 and 
canonised in 1988. His feastday is celebrated 
on June 19. — HERALD

St Philip Minh and Companions

Patron Saint of: 
 Lost items
 Poor

 Travellers

Feastday: June 13

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, June 13
(Ezekiel 37:12-14)
The Lord says this: I am now 
going to open your graves; I 
mean to raise you from your 
graves, my people, and lead 
you back to the soil of Israel. 
And you will know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your 
graves and raise you from 
your graves, my people. And I 
shall put my spirit in you, and 
you will live, and I shall reset-
tle you on your own soil; and 
you will know that I, the Lord, 
have said and done this – it is 
the Lord who speaks..

Monday, June 14
(James 2:12-13)
Talk and behave like people 
who are going to be judged by 
the law of freedom, because 
there will be judgement with-
out mercy for those who have 
not been merciful themselves; 
but the merciful need have no 
fear of judgement.

Tuesday, June 15
(1 John 4:14-15)
We ourselves saw and we 
testify that the Father sent his 
Son as saviour of the world. 
If anyone acknowledges that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God 
lives in him, and he in God.

Wednesday, June 16
(Job 1:21,2:10)
Naked I came from my moth-
er’s womb, naked I shall re-
turn. The Lord gave, the Lord 
has taken back. Blessed be 
the name of the Lord! If we 
take happiness from God’s 
hand, must we not take sorrow 
too?                                                                 

Thursday, June 17
(1 Peter 4: 10-11)
Each one of you has received 
a special grace, so, like good 
stewards responsible for all 
these different graces of God, 
put yourselves at the service 
of others. If you are a speaker, 
speak in words which seem to 
come from God; if you are a 
helper, help as though every 
action was done at God’s or-
ders; so that in everything God 
may receive the glory through 
Jesus Christ.
Friday, June 18
(2 Corinthians 12: 9b-10)
I am most happy, then to be 
proud of my weaknesses, in 
order to feel the protection of 
Christ’s power over me. I am 
content with weaknesses, in-
sults, hardships, persecutions, 
and difficulties for Christ’s 
sake. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong.

Saturday, June 19
(Philippians 2: 14-15)
Do everything without com-
plaining and arguing, so that 
you may be innocent and pure, 
as God’s perfect children who 
live in a world of corrupt and 
sinful people. ou must shine 
among them like starts lighting 
up the sky.
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Sabah clergy gets vaccinated

KENINGAU: Bishop Cornelius 
Piong received the first dose of Pfizer 
(Comirnaty) vaccine at the Keningau 
Community Hall on May 26.

Also receiving the first dose on the 
same day were Fr David Gasikol, Fr 
Lazarous Uhin, Fr Bonaventure Unt-
ing, Fr Joseph Gapitang, the Diocesan 

ministry community, St Francis Xavier 
Cathedral staff and Kekitaanfm Online 
Radio DJs.

In Tambunan (Diocese of Kenin-
gau), priests and deacons received the 
first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on 
May 28. The second dose will be on 
June 19. 

The priests/deacon were Msgr Gil-
bert Engan, Fr Harry Dorisoh, Fr Gil-
bert James, Fr Giovanni CSE, Fr Kevin 
Sherbal and Deacon Rudolf CSE.

The other 11 members of the clergy 
are waiting for their appointment while 
others will be getting vaccinated in 
July.

Archbishop John Wong receives his second dose of vaccine June 9.

In gratitude to the line up of mobile service  team from KK District Health 
Office with ( from centre left) Dr Tee, Dr Shoban, Matron Jacinta Intang 
and Dr Jennifer posing at the sanctuary of the Carmelite Monastery chapel 
on June 9. Standing in front of the nurses are retired Matron Agnes Moniu 
(left) who coordinated the vaccination for the Carmelite nuns and KK 
priests, and Sr Patricia Totu (right) from Catholic Nurses Guild.

Bishop Cornelius Piong with the clergy and Diocesan ministry community after receiving their vaccine.

Evangelisation: The beauty of marriage
Let us pray for young people who are preparing for 

marriage with the support of a Christian community: may 
they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Kota Kinabalu Archdiocese

Keningau Diocese Sandakan Diocese

Members of the clergy are also 
frontliners as they go out for 
anointing, confessions, funer-

als and so on.  Hence arrange-
ments were made to have the 
majority of them vaccinated as 

soon as possible in Sabah.
Below are the reports from 

the three Arch/Dioceses.

SANDAKAN: Bishop Julius Dusin 
Gitom completed both his COV-
ID-19 vaccination doses on May 30. 
His first dose was on May 4. 
Most of the clergy in Sandakan Dio-
cese have received their first COV-
ID-19 vaccination dose. Among 
them were Fr Stanley Matakim, Msgr 
Nicholas Ong, Fr Simon Kuntou 
(completed second dose), Fr Marceli-
nus Pongking (completed), Fr David 
Garaman, Fr Stephen Esguerra and 
Fr Thomas Makajil (completed). 

They said they received COV-
ID-19  to protect others, which is also 
the responsibility of every Malaysian 
citizen.

Fr Stanley, on his Facebook page 
urged the faithful not to postpone or 
hesitate to receive the vaccine. He, 
who did not have any discomfort 
after being vaccinated, asked espe-
cially those who have doubts, to pray 
and get accurate information on the 

COVID-19 vaccination. 
Fr Simon Kuntou from Lahad 

Datu, who received both his doses 
in May urged the faithful to register 
for the COVID-19 vaccination to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 and 
to achieve herd immunity as soon as 
possible.

Fr Stanley MatakimMsgr Nicholas Ong

Bishop Julius Dusin Gitom receiving 
his first dose of the vaccine on May 4.

KOTA KINABALU: Pope Francis 
has advocated that everyone should 
get the COVID-19 vaccine, calling it 
an “ethical option” performed not only 
for one’s own health, but for the “love 
of others”.

Three weeks after receiving the first 
dose, some 20 clergy and 20 Carmel-
ite nuns, led by Kota Kinabalu Arch-
bishop John Wong and Archbishop 
Emeritus John Lee, completed their 
participation by receiving their second 
dose on June 9, thereby cooperating in 
the government’s planned vaccine pro-
gramme to halt the spread of the virus.

The KK prelate thanked the medical 
team for their special efforts in arrang-
ing for the vaccination programme 
to be made possible at the Carmelite 
Monastery for the clergy and nuns. He 
commended them, referring to them 
as “angels who serve selflessly”, and 
blessed them.

He cautioned the faithful to “stay 
home, stay safe and stay healthy”, and 
advised them on their response to the 
vaccination programme. “If you are 
called for vaccination, just go. If you 
have not registered yet, please do so. 
Love yourself, and love others,”

Meanwhile, Vicar General, Msgr 
Primus Jouil, who also received his 
second jab, advised the faithful not 
to be overanxious about roadblocks 
should they encounter them on their 
way to the vaccination centre. “Just 
show your vaccination card and you 
will be allowed to go for your appoint-
ment,” said Msgr Primus, who was 
stopped at a roadblock on his way to 
the monastery. As for the vaccination, 
he opined that we should not be too 
worried to receive the second jab and 
its accompanying side effects.

Concerned about the low vacci-
nation rate in the State, Fr Johnny 

Raju, assistant priest of Holy Nativity 
Church in Terawi, sought to assure the 
faithful that “the vaccine is a gift from 
God, just as medicine is for every sick-
ness; and taking the vaccine is indeed 
a step to curb the spread of the COV-
ID-19 virus”.

With the understanding that the vac-
cine is the key to achieving herd im-
munity as a way to halt the spread of 
the coronavirus, parish priest of Sacred 
Heart Cathedral, Fr Paul Lo, strongly 
encouraged all eligible parishioners 
“to exercise their responsibility to help 
to build up herd immunity by respond-
ing to the government’s planned vacci-
nation programme”. He urged, “Please 
register with the government vaccina-
tion programme so that, together, we 
achieve herd immunity to curb the 
spread of the COVID-19 virus.” — By 
Catherine Wan & Agnes Ramday, 
Catholic Sabah


