
Vaccination is 
an act of love

  whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a 
holy temple in the Lord. In him you 
also are being built together into a 
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner 
of Christ Jesus on behalf of you 
Gentiles— assuming that you have 
heard of the stewardship of God's 
grace that was given to me for you

Eph. 2:21- 3:2
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communicate up-to-date news 
and Christian values and strives 
to dialogue with all sectors 
of society in order to build a 
harmonious community of 
believers in God. We support 
the formation of a participatory 
Church and encourage the laity 
and religious to make moral 
decisions in the marketplace.

Caritas Malaysia 
launches
website, 
inaugural 
annual report

Practical 
steps for 
caring for 
creation

P11

Christian 
persecution 
set to rise in 
Afghanistan 
after Taliban 
take over

VATICAN: When each in-
dividual makes a small act 
of charity, like getting the 

COVID-19 vaccine, every gesture 
added together can transform the 
world, Pope Francis said in a global 
ad campaign.

“Being vaccinated with vaccines authorised 
by the competent authorities is an act of love. 
And contributing to ensure the majority of 
people are vaccinated is an act of love — love 
for oneself, love for one’s family and friends, 
love for all people,” he said in a public service 
announcement released on Aug 18 in Rome.

In his message, the Pope said, “Thanks to 
God and to the work of many, we now have 
vaccines to protect us from COVID-19. They 
grant us the hope of ending the pandemic, but 
only if they are available to all and if we work 
together.”

Getting inoculated “is an act of love” for 
oneself, family, friends and all people, he said.

“Love is also social and political” as these 
individual “small gestures of personal char-
ity” add up, “overflowing” into something 
universal that is “capable of transforming and 
improving societies,” he said.

“Vaccination is a simple but profound way 

of promoting the common good and caring for 
each other, especially the most vulnerable,” 
the Pope said.

“I pray to God that everyone may contribute 
their own small grain of sand, their own small 

gesture of love; no matter how small, love is 
always great. Contribute with these small ges-
tures for a better future. God bless you, and 
thank you,” he said.

The three-minute video in Spanish, with 

English, Spanish and Portuguese subtitles, 
features Pope Francis and six cardinals and 
archbishops from North and South America. 
Archbishop José H Gomez of Los Angeles, 
president of the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, is among them.

Lisa Sherman, president and CEO of the Ad 
Council, said, “The role of trusted messengers 
to educate and inspire their networks is unde-
niable.”

“To the world’s billion-plus Catholics, the 
Pope is one of the most trusted messengers 
and holds unparalleled influence. We are 
extremely grateful to him and the cardinals 
and archbishops for lending their voices and 
platforms to help people across the globe feel 
more confident in the vaccines.”

John Bridgeland, co-founder and CEO of 
the COVID Collaborative, said that faith-
based leaders and institutions play a signifi-
cant role in reminding us of our common hu-
manity.

“With these powerful words from Pope 
Francis and the cardinals and archbishops 
from across the globe, their message will in-
spire millions to take action to ‘love thy neigh-
bour’ during this pandemic.” — Agencies

Click here to watch the video:
https://bit.ly/2WbLBHD

VATICAN: Southeast Asia is battling the 
world’s highest COVID-19 death toll, driven 
by the Delta variant and unequal global dis-
tribution of vaccines. Hospitals remain over-
whelmed by record surges across Southeast 
Asia, from Vietnam to Malaysia and Myan-
mar, as fears mount of greater suffering and 
loss of life with COVID-19 spreading from 
cities to rural and regional areas, the Interna-
tional Federation of Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Societies (IFRC) said on Aug 17.

In the last two weeks, Southeast Asia has 
recorded 38,522 deaths from COVID-19, 
nearly twice as many as North America, ac-
cording to the John Hopkins University COV-
ID-19 data dashboard.

“This COVID-19 surge driven by the Delta 
variant is having a tragic effect on families 
across Southeast Asia and it’s far from over,” 
said IFRC Asia Pacific Director, Alexander 
Matheou. “We fear that as the virus spreads 
from cities to regional and rural areas that 

many more lives will be lost among the un-
vaccinated,” he warned. 

Matheou lamented the unequal access to 
vaccinations, pointing out that while vacci-
nations are occurring at record rates in richer 
countries, many Southeast Asian nations have 
low portions of the population fully vacci-
nated and are languishing far behind. The 
United Kingdom has fully vaccinated 60 per 
cent of its population, Canada and Spain stand 
at around 64 per cent, and the United States 
has reached 50 per cent, according to Oxford 
University’s Our World in Data updated at 
August 16.

By contrast, Indonesia and the Philippines, 
the most populous countries in Southeast 
Asia, have only fully vaccinated around 10-
11 per cent of their people, while Vietnam sits 
at below two per cent. Malaysia has fully vac-
cinated just 34 per cent of its population.

Seven of the top ten countries where COV-
ID-19 deaths have doubled fastest recently 

are in Asia and the Pacific, with Vietnam, Fiji 
and Myanmar all in the top five, according to 
Our World in Data. Indonesia has the worst 
COVID-19 situation in Southeast Asia, with 
just a little over 10 per cent of the people fully 
inoculated.  Currently, the country has one of 
the highest daily death tolls in the world, with 
1,466 deaths reported on average over the past 
seven days.

Matheou stressed the urgent need for richer 
countries to “urgently share their millions of 
excess vaccine doses with countries in South-
east Asia” in the short term.  Vaccine manu-
facturers and governments, he said, also need 
to share their technology and scale up produc-
tion. 

The IFRC is seeking vital funding for its 
global emergency COVID-19 appeal, with 
around 60 per cent of the appeal covered so 
far. The funds are crucial to support the life-
saving actions of the IFRC and its member 
societies around the world. –— Vatican News

Southeast Asia battles world’s highest COVID-19 deaths

Members of the public receive their COVID-19 shot through the MYMedic@Wilayah Vaccine 
Mobile Truck programme in Kuala Lumpur June 21, 2021. (Malay Mail photo/Yusof Mat Isa)

Gravediggers burrying COVID-19 victims in 
Jakarta. (Agencies photo)

https://bit.ly/2WbLBHD
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Taste and see the goodness of the Lord
In today’s Gospel reading, many of those 

who were listening to Jesus were unable 
to understand His teachings, especially 
Jesus’ discourse on eating His flesh and 
drinking His blood. One by one the disci-
ples deserted Him for they could not un-
derstand His teaching of the Eucharist.

If Jesus’ own disciples could not un-
derstand Him, imagine how our ances-
tors reacted upon hearing such messages 
preached by foreign missionaries who 
evangelised our cultures. They must have 
gazed at each other in dismay, simply 
because cannibalism was, and still is, de-
tested across almost all social-cultural dis-
pensations. “This is scandalous!” — They 
might have retorted, not any different from 
the Jews we have heard about in today’s 
gospel. 

But why would the Jews grumble de-
spite Jesus spending a good amount of 
time ministering to them? They followed 

Him in droves because they had seen “…
the signs he had performed by healing the 
sick” (John, 6:3). In fact, today’ gospel 
text precedes one of the signs – the feed-
ing of five thousand people “…with five 
small barley loaves and two small fish…”. 
So small was the amount that Peter himself 
retorted, “…but how far will this go among 
so many?” (Jn 6:9). But how did the story 
end? They all had enough to eat, and then 
the disciples filled twelve baskets with the 
pieces of the five barley loaves left over 
by those who had eaten. After the people 
saw the signs Jesus performed, they be-
gan to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who 
is to come into the world.” (Jn 6:12-14). 
Their vision of Christ was crystal clear – a 
“political messiah” Who would save them 
from the colonial distress they had suffered 
for centuries; their impatience was evident 
by their wanting to violently kidnap Him 
and force Him to be their King. But be-

ing aware of their plans, Jesus withdrew to 
the mountain by Himself. So, as much as 
the “eating of flesh and drinking of blood” 
may have sounded absurd and maybe even 
shocking to our ancestors, it was not so 
with the Jews who saw and recognised that 
indeed Jesus was a Prophet that had come 
in their midst. But again; why did they 
rebuke Him, having heard and witnessed 
(first hand) the signs that He performed?

Perhaps it was because their vision and 
plans to restore the Kingdom of freedom 
were far from Jesus’ master plan. “My 
Kingdom”, Jesus says, “is not of this world 
… my Kingdom is not of this realm” (Jn, 
18:36). They dreamt of spilling the blood 
of their adversaries and making them feel 
pain for their historical transgressions, but 
instead of a “fiery speech” which would 
instigate tribal or nationalistic sentiments, 
hence pulling off the best military takeo-
ver in history – as was always the case for 
populists – all they got from Jesus was 
simply “Whoever eats My flesh and drinks 
My blood has eternal life, and I will raise 
him up on the last day. For My flesh is food 
indeed, and My blood is drink indeed”. 

We could, therefore, imagine their dis-
appointment. Had we found ourselves 
in similar circumstances, we too would 
have questioned Jesus’ state of mind and 

completely rejected this narrative for the 
“weaklings”. But as our first reading puts 
it clearly, the wisdom of the Lord is patient 
to all, especially to us “slow learners”. 
That wisdom never lets go of the weakest 
within her flock but calmly invites them, 
restores their health of body and soul, so 
that having regained their strength, they 
could enjoy whichever place of their 
choosing within the flock. 

Let us pray for our Mother Church and 
for her servants around the world who 
strive to continue this messianic approach 
in situations that sometimes overwhelm 
them. May they find strength of body and 
soul from Jesus’ flesh and blood which 
nourished our ancestors in faith. 

 Fr Joseph Lubula is from the Diocese of 
Lugazi in Uganda and is currently doing 
his doctorate in Social Communications 
at the Pontifical Gregorian University in 
Rome. In 2017, he did his internship with 
the Social Communications Ministry of 
the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur. 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b;

Ephesians 5:21-32;
Gospel: John 6:60-69

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings
with Fr Joseph Lubula

In May this year, I celebrated 33 years of 
my priestly ministry, and while each year 
is marked with a Mass of thanksgiving, 

this year, due to the pandemic and ensuing 
lockdowns, I have had more time to reflect 
and reminisce about my journey as a priest.  

Although many years have passed, I can 
still remember vividly the immense joy I 
felt when making my solemn profession as 
a Capuchin Friar on November 3, 1987 at 
the Church of St Francis of Assisi (SFA) in 
Cheras. This joy flowed over to the next day 
when I was ordained a deacon by Most Rev 
Anthony Soter Fernandez, Archbishop of 
Kuala Lumpur. One rookie mistake I made at 
that time was giving the ‘kiss of peace’ to the 
concelebrants at the Mass. Archbishop Soter, 
in his fatherly wisdom, corrected me later on 
in private, saying that a deacon could only 
offer the ‘kiss of peace’ to another deacon at 
a diaconate and not to the clergy.

My ordination took place on May 18, 1988 
at my hometown parish, Church of Our Lady 
of Lourdes in Ipoh, with Bishop Antony Sel-
vanayagam as the ordaining prelate. Upon 
my return to Gethsemane Friary in Cheras 
where I lived with the Capuchin community, 
I continued assisting at SFA until 11 months 
after my ordination, when Archbishop Soter 
appointed me as its parish priest. I was not 
even one year into my priesthood and had 
been given the responsibility of running a 
parish. I do admit that I was initially appre-
hensive – having had no experience or any 
form of training in how to manage a parish. 

Fortunately, there were many parishioners 
who came to my aid and journeyed with 
me. One of the difficulties we face as parish 
priests is that we are not able to please eve-
ryone. Nevertheless, despite the many chal-
lenges I had to face, I was happy.

After eight years in the parish, I wanted to 
further my studies and although my prefer-
ence was to study in the US, my community 
sent me to the Philippines instead, to do a 
short course with the Cenacle sisters. Upon 
my return, I was posted to St Pio's Spiritu-
ality Centre, Ulu Tiram, Johor. In 1998, I 
did a one-year sabbatical in the US and felt 
enriched by the different cultural experience 
and through living in community with the 
Friars there. Upon my return, Bishop James 
Chan first asked me to serve at the Church of 
the Immaculate Conception in Johor, and lat-
er as parish priest at the Church of the Holy 
Family in Ulu Tiram. During my years in the 
Malacca Johore Diocese, I was fortunate to 
have travelled and celebrated Mass in almost 
all the churches in the state of Johor where I 
met many wonderful people.

In 2010, I returned to Kuala Lumpur and 
once again assisted at SFA. In 2013, I was 
asked to work in Sibu, Sarawak, where I was 

warmly welcomed by Bishop Joseph Hii and 
where I am still based. I am not assigned to 
any particular parish, but assist in celebrat-
ing Mass in some of the churches and long-
houses. 

In Sibu the main language is Iban, and I 
had to learn to speak the language when I 
first came. It is not a difficult language to 
learn for a person familiar with Malay, as it is 
mixed with a lot of Bahasa Malaysia words, 
and with the help of a teacher, Mr Jimmy, 
I was soon able to master the language. To 
cater to the different groups here, I also cele-
brate Mass in English, Mandarin and Bahasa 
Indonesia.

I have been given various responsibilities 
here, some of which include overseeing the 
BECs, doing home visitations and celebrat-
ing Mass for the BECs. I am also the Spir-
itual Adviser for the Marriage Discernment 
Weekend (a programme for couples plan-
ning to get married) and the Family Life 
Ministry. I am assisted in both these minis-
tries by dedicated lay faithful.

I am also serving the Indonesian Catholics 
in the palm oil plantations where I celebrate 
Mass once a month. Travelling from Sibu 
to the outskirts takes hours but it is an en-
joyable journey. The scenery is lovely, with 
greenery everywhere, and the people are 
warm and welcoming and always show their 
hospitality by providing a good meal each 
time I visit.

I cover many parishes as far as Mukah 
and Dalat where I celebrate Mass in Bahasa 

because there are many Melanau and indig-
enous people who do not speak Iban. I trav-
elled a lot until the breakout of the COVID 
pandemic which has disrupted most of the 
church services and activities. 

Some of the places in Sibu are not ac-
cessible by road so I have had to travel by 
boat for three hours. I remember one day I 
was travelling by boat and it started to rain 
heavily and I was soaking wet. I reached the 
longhouse and quickly dried myself before 
celebrating Mass for the community which 
had been waiting patiently for my arrival.  
For those living in rural areas, it is difficult 
to come out to the city to attend Mass in the 
churches here due to the distance and the dif-
ferent working hours they practice. So, for 
such communities, Mass is celebrated in the 
mornings on a weekday. Other places I have 
visited include Kapit and Pella, both acces-
sible by a three-hour boat ride.

The faith of the Catholic community in 
Sibu is very strong. For them, reciting the ro-
sary is very important. Many of them travel 
for miles in a boat just to attend church ser-
vices and I can’t help but compare how for-
tunate people in the Peninsular are, with so 
many churches within easy access. 

It’s been eight years now since I started my 
ministry in Sibu and it has been a time filled 
with fantastic experiences. Personally, I have 
grown in my faith and have a deeper spiritu-
ality thanks to the strong faith that I see in 
these people whom I have come to love and 
serve over the years. 

My journey from 
Gethsemane Friary to Sibu

Ruminations

By
Fr Rawi 
Alexander 
OFM, Cap
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Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you, dear People of God. Reflecting on Mary, during the 
Assumption, the word that depicts her is exceptional. 
She was neither a copycat nor a cheap imitation. She 
stood out as a sign of contradiction: frail but strong, poor 
but rich in giving, amongst many voices but faithful to 
one Voice; and in a world of compromises, steadfast to 
the will of God

The Time for Resignations: The PM and his cabinet 
resigned. Malaysians are resigned to a new government, 
not knowing if it will be the government they voted for 
or one which will be imposed upon them. People are re-
signed to their fate, to the upsets and disruptions, and 
to these difficult times. Like the victims of wars, civil 
strife, famine and starvation, they know what it means 
to be resigned. Now the Afghans are contending with an 
uncertain fate. Always the disadvantaged, the unprivi-
leged, and the people who love the land stay behind.  
Like the refugees, the displaced and the poor, they en-
dure — resigned to fate or to providence. The resigned 
are resilient.

1.0 A Thought for the Week: 
LISTENING TO BOTH SIDES
The disciple asked the master: “What should a decent 
and respectful human being do to understand the real-
world situation? What makes a human being out-of-
touch with reality?”

After a few moments of quiet stillness, the master an-
swered: “Always listen wholeheartedly to both sides and 
you will be enlightened; listen to only one side and you 
will be left in the dark.”

Something to think about: It is noted that the Chinese 
symbol for “listening” is made of two main characters, 
one depicting the ears and the other depicting the heart. 
To really listen one must not only use the ears but also 
the heart! To really listen, one must be fully present, 
wholeheartedly, offering undivided attention to the other.

What do you hear when you listen to the one you love 
or to the one you consider to be your enemy? The Pope is 
calling for a Synodal Church, a listening Church. Listen 
to all sides, all peoples and to what the Spirit is saying 
to us in the quiet.

2.0 Announcements for this a week: 
1. Watch out for the following! 
a) A Zoom programme with Mr Justin Victor entitled How 
does Media affect our children on August 22 at 8.00 pm. 
b) A webinar on  Emotional Regulation, Managing 
Stress and Anxiety in Tamil, with Fr John Britto and Fr 
Cyril on August 28 at 7.30pm.

2. Malacca and Johore are listed under National Recovery 
Plan Phase 1. Though some provisions have been made 
by the Kementerian Perpaduan Negara for Rumah Ibadat 
Selain Islam (RISI), the MJD churches will be closed till 
August 30, 2021. The daily cases exceeding 20,000; more 
clergy and faithful are being exposed to family members, 
friends and colleagues who are COVID-19 positive; the 
emerging resistant delta variant and the buffer time(14-30 
days) for the double dose vaccine to be effective, are some 
of the main reasons for this decision. Be patient. Be safe.

3. The Laudato Si’ Movement has begun a global cam-
paign to ‘protect our common home’. It is a call to all, 
young and old, individuals and families, communities and 
corporations, to save ‘the earth that’s on fire’. From Sep-
tember 1 till October 4, we celebrate the Season of Crea-
tion, then we unite for the Laudato Si’ Week, and launch 
the Laudato Si’ Action Platform, a  seven-year plan of 
seven platforms for ecological conversion to happen. Visit 

https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/ for more info.
4. Watch out for the National Launch of Year 2 of the Pro-
tect Our Earth, Protect Our Children Campaign and the 
2021 Season of Creation. Join us for a live streamed Mass 
on August 31 at 10:00am.

3.0  This week’s Question and Query 
The Q asks: Why the mess in the world today? Where  
have we  gone wrong?
St Maximilian Kolbe wrote these thoughts: 
It is sad to see how, in our times, the disease called “in-
differentism” is spreading in all its forms, not just among 
those in the world but also among the members of reli-
gious orders. But indeed, since God is worthy of infinite 
glory, it is our first and most pressing duty to give Him 
such glory as we, in our weakness, can manage and to 
render Him such glory as He truly deserves.

It is obedience and obedience alone which shows us 
God’s will with certainty. 

Through obedience we transcend our own limitations 
and align ourselves with God’s will, which with infinite 
wisdom and prudence, guides us to do what is best. More-
over, as we become filled with the Divine will, which no 
created thing can resist, so we become stronger than all 
others.

This is the path of wisdom and prudence; this is the 
one way by which we can come to give God the highest 
glory. Sacred Scripture summarises Christ’s entirechild-
hood in Nazareth with the words he was obedient to them 
and shows the rest of his life to have been passed in simi-
lar obedience — by showing us how he came down to 
Earth to do the Father’s will.
Thank you for reading. Let us continue to build God’s 
Kingdom together. Michael Jackson’s “Heal the World…
make it a better place” is playing in the background. Let 
this be our song and our prayer. God bless you. Continue 
to be safe and keep one another safe.

Bishop Bernard Paul
August 20, 2021

Click here to watch the video

MJD News Update #53Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

Archbishop John Wong 
cautions against 
reopening of  churches
KOTA KINABALU:Despite the latest 
revised SOPs issued by the Sabah State 
Government which allows non-Muslim 
places of worship to be reopened, KK 
prelate, Archbishop John Wong, has cau-
tioned against the immediate reopening of 
churches for public Masses.

In a brief and concise social media mes-
sage to the clergy, he urged “patience and 
understanding” in light of the current situ-
ation, with an increasing number of infec-
tions remaining unabated on a daily basis.

Worrying daily reports also indicate that 
the virus is not contained within control-
lable clusters but has spread everywhere.

Although the more relaxed set of SOPs, 
which include allowing the reopening of 
churches with limits of one third of the 
congregation within the local community 
for those who have been fully vaccinated 
(have had two doses), the Archbishop is 
rightly concerned as many parishioners 
have yet to receive the vaccines.

Although the clergy are individually re-

sponsible for deciding on the reopening of 
churches for their parishes, the Archbish-
op advised that they be prudent and wait 

for a little longer, say a month or two, so 
as to receive the next round of SOPs from 
the authorities before deciding to reopen 
for Mass.

Meanwhile, the Sacred Heart Cathedral 
has responded to the numerous enquiries 
about the reopening of the Cathedral for 
physical Mass in its Facebook account.

Parish priest Fr Paul Lo, at the advice 
of the parish health team, informed all pa-
rishioners that the parish would not rush 
into the reopening of the church for pub-
lic Masses in order not to create a health 
hazard for everyone. The decision was 
made in light of the current continual rise 
of infections in the state despite the gov-
ernment’s easing of restrictions for fully 
vaccinated individuals.

The FB news was well received and 
generated positive feedback as parish-
ioners concurred with the wisdom of the 
parish and gave their full support and un-
derstanding. — By Agnes Chai, Catholic 
Sabah

Archbishop John Wong

Penang Diocese
Diary of Bishop 
Sebastian Francis
Aug & Sept 2021

22 Life in Christ 2021 for  
 Newly  Baptised   
 Belonging to a   
 Fireplace (Penang   
 Diocesan New   
 Evangelisation   
 Commission)
25 Peninsular Malaysia  
 Pastoral Core Team   
 Meeting
26 CHARIS Malaysia   
 General Meeting
31 Prayer for Unity in   
 Malaysia (Penang   
 Diocesan Service   
 Communion)
Sept 1 A call to celebrate the  
- Oct 4 Season of Creation
Sept 7 Psalms School of Prayer
 Psalms of Praise   
 and Thanksgiving   
 (Penang Diocesan New  
 Evangelisation   
 Commission)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ix3aHpVWA64
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Malaysia falls short on 
protecting children’s rights

BUTTERWORTH: The Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary/Sts Chastan 
and Imbert parish’s August Rosary 
meet included a meditation on the 
pandemic desert experience and tes-
timonies from parishioners. 

The first by Valentine Dass was 
on his experience of contracting 
COVID-19 as well as his recovery 
and healing. During the very trying 
and scary time, he shared that God’s 
assurance and favour never left him 
and his family. He recalled the day 
he developed a high fever and was 
abruptly awakened from his sleep at 
midnight. He prayed with Scripture 
and sang hymns of praise for two 
hours, which led to a great sense of 
peace. The next day his fever broke. 
Valentine said that he realised that 
praying with the Word of God is ex-
tremely powerful. “There is a huge 
difference when you pray with the 
words of promise that God has given 
us,” he said. He added that he clung 
firmly to the words in Jeremiah 
29:12-14 throughout his illness.

Jacqueline Lourdes then led the 
attendees in a reflection on the Isra-
elites’ desert journey. They reflected 
on the times when God’s presence 
and providence were questioned and 
the many hurdles encountered on the 
way to the Promised Land. Parallels 
were drawn to our current experience 
with the pandemic and how we can 
find great comfort in the words of 
Scripture that whatever His children 
face, whether thousands of years ago 
or today, God is faithful and is with 
us every step of the way.

Next, Matron Stella Roseline 
shared her experiences managing a 
team of nurses at a district hospital 
and a quarantine centre. It has been a 
long journey through the desert, and 
has been especially difficult in recent 
months with cases remaining high 
and becoming more severe. She re-
vealed that working continuously for 
long hours was a mental and physical 
challenge for the frontliners. She saw 
serving as a frontliner as God’s call 
for her. She draws strength and cour-
age from the Eucharist which she 
continues to be privileged to receive 
every week. “Receiving the Lord has 
been most nourishing for me and gets 
me through the week,” she said.

Celestine Sarah, a working mother, 
spoke about how she has been jug-
gling work and family life. While 
she has always worked remotely, 
doing so during this pandemic has 
been a different ball game. The 
workload has increased and there 
has been no boundary between work 
and personal time. She found herself 
constantly responding to custom-
ers outside office hours. This left 
her stressed, tired and unproductive. 
Her prayer life suffered too. She was 
also ridden with guilt for not paying 

enough attention to her children and 
felt ashamed for failing to set a good 
example for them. Sarah decided to 
make some changes. She made it a 
point to wake up earlier to begin the 
day with prayer. She noticed that af-
ter a week of doing so she felt more 
refreshed and was able to better con-
trol her emotions. “It’s a minor ini-
tiative but I feel more positive now,” 
shared Sarah.

Parish priest Fr Dominic Santhi-
yagu shared his observations of the 
generosity of many in these difficult 
times. He talked about Project Kasih, 
a parish initiative to provide rations 
and daily necessities to SSVP ben-
eficiaries and migrant families who 
have lost employment. As priests, 
he added, they have been celebrating 
daily Masses for the intentions of the 
people and overseeing the parish’s 
day-to-day operations. A major chal-
lenge has been ensuring that the new-
ly renovated parish is ready for the 
feastday. He has noticed God’s hand 
at work in moving things favourably 
in this direction.

The prayer session continued with 
the recitation of the Rosary, and end-
ed with a  blessing from Fr Dom and 
a hymn. — nbvmscic.org

Stories of trials and triumph 
at monthly Rosary Meet KUALA LUMPUR: Pope Francis 

requested that the month of May 
2021 be dedicated to Our Lady, to 
invoke her intercession for the end of 
the COVID-19 pandemic by having 
a “marathon” of prayer for this inten-
tion and praying the rosary daily.

In the same month, Archbishop 
Julian Leow also made a request — 
that the faithful pray the rosary every 
day for our Priests. In response to 
both these calls, the parishioners of 
the Chapel of Kristus Aman (KA) 
rose to the occasion and held a mara-
thon Rosary via zoom (and You-
Tube) every night, organised by a 
team of dedicated individuals whose 
mission is to bring Catholics closer 
to Jesus through Mary.

At the end of May, in line with the 
marathon distance of 42.2 kilome-
tres, KA decided to continue with the 
zoom Rosary until June 12, a total of 
42 days; to continue praying for the 
end of the pandemic, and also to pray 
for our Religious Sisters and Broth-
ers on certain allocated nights.

When the pandemic infection 
rates did not subside, KA continued 
with the zoom Rosary, praying four 
nights a week on Mondays, Wednes-
days, Thursdays and Fridays. The 
prayers on Fridays are in Latin, and 
on Thursday nights, the session is 
zoomed into the KL Archdiocese’s 
YouTube channel during Archbishop 
Julian’s Holy Hour to pray in union 
with him before the Blessed Sacra-
ment.

Some of the religious who joined 
the Rosary were happy to be a part of 
this initiative. “I was very happy to 

join the KA group to pray the Rosary 
each night. It is especially meaning-
ful when priests and religious con-
gregations unite with the laity in 
prayer. We prayed as Church for our 
Church and Country!,” said Sr Doro-
thy Khaw, a Good Shepherd nun.

Redemptorist priest Fr Joseph                   
Stephen, who joined in from Ipoh, 
said that the Rosary devotion dur-
ing this time of physical distancing 
brought the community together 
both spiritually and socially. 

Montfort Bro Robin Devasagay-
am said the Rosary marathon was a 
very good initiative to get connected 
virtually and spiritually. 
NOTE: This Rosary Marathon is 
still ongoing and is open to anyone 
who wishes to join. For login de-
tails, do visit Kristus Aman’s Face-
book page.

Kristus Aman parishioners 
hold ongoing Rosary marathon

Fr Dominic Tan celebrating the So-
lemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. (Chapel of 
Kristus Aman youtube)

KUALA LUMPUR: A webinar on 
The Protection and Promotion of 
Children's Rights was hosted by the 
Professional Standards Office (PSO) 
of the Archdiocese of Kuala Lum-
pur’s Committee for Child Protection 
(CCP) on Aug 14.

The day’s speaker was Suhakam’s 
first Commissioner for Children (CC) 
and Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 
Law lecturer Prof Datuk Noor Aziah 
Mohd Awal. The CC’s main role is to 
protect and promote human rights of 
all children under 18 throughout Ma-
laysia, regardless of their status. The 
Office of the Children’s Commission-
er (OCC), Human Rights Commis-
sion of Malaysia is an independent of-
fice responsible for empowering and 
protecting the rights of children as set 
out in the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

Prof Datuk Noor Aziah has more 
than 25 years of experience in human 
rights law, especially relating to wom-
en and children. She said the CRC has 
54 articles, of which the four main 
principles are: Non-discrimination 
(article two), whereby every child 
must have the same rights to develop 
their potential, the best interest of 
the child (article three) must be the 
primary consideration in all actions, 

the right to survival and development 
(article six) which underscores the 
vital importance of ensuring access 
to basic services and equal opportu-
nity to achieve full potential, and the 
views of the child must be heard and 
respected on all matters concerning 
his or her rights (article seven).  

When signing the CRC, Malay-
sia chose to reserve articles two and 
seven. Article two, which is one of 
the core principles of CRC, states, as 
mentioned above, that parties shall 
take all appropriate measures to en-
sure the child is protected against all 
forms of discrimination. However, 
article 12, on the child’s right to edu-
cation, has been amended to state 
every citizen instead of every person, 
thus many children continue to be 
discriminated against in their right to 
education. 

The reservation of article seven, 
which states that a child shall be regis-
tered immediately after birth and shall 
have the right from birth to a name, 
the right to acquire a nationality and, 
as far as possible, the right to be cared 
for by his or her parents, has led many 
children (born to Malaysians or for-
eigners) to be stateless here. 

Twenty-six years after acceding to 
the CRC, in addition to reserving the 

above two articles, Malaysia contin-
ues to retain its reservation of Articles 
14 (freedom of thought, conscience 
and religion), Article 28 (1a) (free 
and compulsory education at primary 
level), and Article 37 (prohibition of 
torture and arbitrary deprivation of 
liberty).

“These reservations are some of 
the greatest challenges faced in pro-
moting and protecting a child’s rights. 
When the government is asked why 

these reservations are still maintained, 
the blanket answer is that it conflicts 
with our Federal Constitution (FC) or 
with Islamic Law. To me, this is an 
easy way out instead of saying we are 
not able to fulfil certain things,” said 
the author of five books.

“We are always reminded that we 
have our Fundamental Liberties un-
der the FC such as Liberty of the per-
son (article five), Slavery and forced 
labour (article six), Equality, and now 

the word gender is added to it (arti-
cle eight), Freedom of religion which 
must be read with article three of the 
FC and several others. However, if 
we already have all these protections 
in place within our constitution, I 
don’t understand why the reserva-
tions are still in place as the courts 
cannot implement anything contrary 
to the constitution.”

Thus far, the national policies and 
laws relating to child protection in 
the country include the Child Act 
2001 which was amended in 2016, 
Domestic Violence Act 1994, the 
Anti-Trafficking in Persons and Anti-
Smuggling of Migrants Act 2007, 
Evidence of Child Witness Act 2007, 
and Sexual Offences against Children 
Act 2017.

Some primary concerns regarding 
the Protection and Promotion of Chil-
dren’s Rights in Malaysia are the dis-
crimination of children, stateless chil-
dren, children in medical care, child 
marriages, children in detention cen-
tres, violence against children, mental 
health issues, and online exploitation 
of children. — By Gwen Manickam

 To view this webinar, go to:
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=EQi0D7aGDW0&t=898s

Prof Datuk Noor Aziah with moderator Amy Bala and Fr William Michael.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQi0D7aGDW0&t=898s
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Caritas Malaysia launches 
website, inaugural annual report
KUALA LUMPUR: Less than a 
year into its establishment, Caritas 
Malaysia has produced its inaugu-
ral annual report. The report was 
launched together with the organi-
sation’s website on Aug 15, feast 
of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

President of Caritas Malaysia 
Bishop Bernard Paul, in an intro-
ductory message, likened the annu-
al report to a family album. “Like 
any family album it will help us to 
get to know other family members, 
their respective situations, efforts 
and needs. And we pray that it will 
eventually become “our” family 
story – a chronicle of our shared 
heritage, which we can share wide-

ly with all, with joy.”
In briefly describing the report, 

Bishop Bernard said that the re-
port captures the efforts of the Pan-
Malaysian Church across the three 

regions — Sabah, Sarawak, Seme-
nanjung —  to serve the increasing 
number of poor and various vul-
nerable groups, especially during 
this COVID-19 pandemic. 

“It is a new perspective to ‘see’ 
as a Malaysian church. While the 
experiences, situations and per-
sonnel may vary, one spirit ani-
mates all – to serve, accompany 
and defend the poor. We pray that 
the report will eventually become 
‘our’ family story – a chronicle of 
our shared heritage, which we can 
share widely with all, with joy,” 
said the bishop.

Established in November 2020, 
Caritas Malaysia is the official arm 
of the Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence of Malaysia and engages in 
works of charity, relief, integral 
human development, care for crea-
tion and social services. It consists 
of a network of nine diocesan Cari-

tas and national offices with affili-
ates from congregations and other 
Catholic organisations engaged in 
the field of charity and integral de-
velopment at a national level.

The 65-page Caritas Malaysia 
Annual Report 2020 gives an over-
view of the ongoing social mission 
of the Catholic Church in Malaysia 
through images, 
narratives and 
finances of the 
dioceses. It can 
be accessed at: 
ht tps: / /www.
caritasmalay-
s ia .ne t /who-
we-are/annual-
reports/

Caritas website. (https://www.caritasmalaysia.net/)

KUALA LUMPUR: Thirty-eight 
Choicees participated in the second 
Zoom session organised by Choice 
KL (English) which centred on the 
theme, You did not choose me, but I 
chose you. 

The facilitator, Martin Jalleh, 
commenced the session by reiterat-
ing some points from the first Zoom 
session held a week earlier. “In our 
previous session, we heard how Pope 
Francis described the pandemic as a 
time of choosing to get our lives back 
on track with regard to ourselves, the 
Lord, and others. To trust God and to 
grow in faith seems such a daunting 
and challenging task, especially in 
these trying, turbulent and traumatic 
time of the pandemic.

“But the Good News, which we 
often forget, is that our relationship 
with God does not depend so much 
on our choices, but on God’s Divine 
Initiative regarding which Jesus re-
minds us: “You did not choose me, 
but I chose you” (John 15:16).

With that short introduction, Jalleh 

took the participants on a thought-
provoking journey on changing our 
mindset on who God truly is. 

“So very often, we find ourselves 
saying “I am searching for God”. Yet 
the irony, as shown in the Scriptures, 
is that God, in his “First” love for us, 

comes searching for us. Perhaps we 
may need to make a paradigm shift 
here,” said Jalleh.

He also gave an example of how 
he had to change his own mind-set of 
God being a “grabber” to what He re-
ally is – a giver: “I was constantly told 

that I need to surrender everything 
to God. I was afraid that He wanted 
everything from me. But one day it 
dawned on me that God, being God, 
did not need anything from me. If at 
all God asks us to surrender some-
thing, it’s because He has something 
better to offer us! God is a Give — He 
gave us the breath of life. He gave us 
His Only Son who, in turn, gave His 
life for us and, after His Resurrection, 
He gave us His Spirit – God is always 
giving. We do not need to fear Him.”

Jalleh also addressed the real fears 
and insecurities that each young adult 
would have to face during this pan-
demic, especially financially and ca-
reer-wise. He shared the reassurance 
of Jesus who said: “You shall know 
the truth and the truth shall set you 
free” (John 8:32).

Jalleh explained that the “truth” 
which Jesus referred to came from a 
Hebrew word which meant “the reli-
ability, faithfulness and dependability 
of God” – a truth which will set us 
free from all worry, anxiety, fear and 

stress – especially during this pan-
demic.

Some of the participants were vis-
ibly moved when Jalleh described 
God as being a very affirming God 
(rather than an angry and demanding 
God) and a merciful, forgiving and 
compassionate God (rather than a cal-
culative and conditional God).

One of the participants gave a 
testimony saying, “It has been six 
years since I accepted the Catho-
lic faith. There have been many ups 
and downs, times when I have fallen, 
made mistakes and not even prayed 
for weeks or even months. But my 
heart tells me that the Divine Mercy 
will never forsake me. He chose me. 
He loves me first. He will never aban-
don me. I may be unfaithful, but He is 
always faithful!”

After having received so much food 
for thought — the Choicees went into 
their breakout rooms during which in-
tense, interesting and interactive shar-
ing and discussions took place. — By 
the Choice KL (English) Team

Awakening to God’s Love during the pandemic

Choicees participate in a session by Martin Jalleh.

KUALA LUMPUR: An exciting 
new project is on the cards for the 
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur: 
the Archdiocese is set to develop 
its own Museum to share our own 
story! 

The idea of a museum was sparked 
by the success of the “Inter-faith 
Harmony Exhibition” organised by 
the Parish Ministry of Ecumenical 
and Interreligious Affairs (PMEIA) 
at the Assumption Church in Au-
gust 2019. The exhibition organiser, 
Hilary Narcis, and Janet Tee, the 
curator of the exhibition, proposed 
the idea of a Catholic Museum to 
His Grace Archbishop Julian Leow, 
who attended the exhibition’s open-
ing ceremony. His Grace expressed 
profound interest as a Catholic Mu-
seum was already on his agenda for 
the Archdiocese. 

Why a museum? Because we 
have a heritage that needs to be 
shared. A museum preserves for 
posterity the personalities, commu-
nities and events that have inspired 
the faithful of the Archdiocese. It is 

the story of, and for, everyone, help-
ing us to understand our identity as 
Church and strengthening our reli-
gious roots. Each parish in the Arch-
diocese – and there are currently 
33 of them – has its own records, 
documents and artifacts that need 
to be preserved. Some parishes may 
even be older than the Archdiocese 
itself, making their artifacts, records 
and documents even more signifi-
cant. The museum hopes to bring 
all these precious items together, 
to keep alive the contributions that 
have given so much meaning to the 
Church in the Archdiocese. 

Work on the museum has already 
started, with the establishment of an 
Archdiocese Museum and Herit-
age Secretariat, headed by museum 
curator, Janet Tee. Executive board 
members Bala Lawrence, Jway 
Chan and Hilary Narcis will respec-
tively manage collection and docu-
mentation of artifacts and exhibits; 
concept and design; and research 
and development of storyboard and 
narratives. Fr Edwin Peter is the 

Priest Advisor. A suitable site has 
also been identified: the 130-year-
old Church of St John the Evangelist 
on Jalan Bukit Nanas, Kuala Lum-
pur – a fitting venue, as it is part of 
the city’s Heritage Trail. It was cho-
sen also because of its historicity, 
location and accessibility. The struc-
ture is currently undergoing conser-
vation and restoration work, which 
is expected to take more than a year. 

As the museum develops over the 
next two years, the Secretariat hopes 
to be able to engage with all parishes 
to obtain feedback and identify con-

tributions in the form of artifacts, 
documents and records of histori-
cal significance that will further 
enhance the exhibits. When com-
pleted, the Museum will reflect local 
Catholic history and the life of the 
Church through the years, through 
the development of parishes and 
their respective histories. Church 
Ministries and Missions, as well as 
the Priestly and Religious Orders of 
the Archdiocese, are integral to our 
story, and will be featured as well. 

When it opens in the fourth quar-
ter of 2023, the museum will be an 

important archive of records and 
documents, and a point of reference 
for scholarly research for those in-
terested in the history of the Church 
in the Archdiocese as a whole. It will 
also be an environment conducive 
to continued education about the 
Church, particularly among those 
who wish to deepen their knowledge 
and further explore the Faith. 

Over and beyond this, the muse-
um, which will be open to the gen-
eral public, is intended to be both 
a source of evangelisation of our 
faith and an opportunity for inter-
religious dialogue. As a repository 
of knowledge, it will be a beacon 
which will allow us to look back 
and learn from past experiences, so 
that we are enabled to look ahead to 
where we can most effectively apply 
them for the benefit of all. 

The Secretariat is open to your 
suggestions, feedback and support, 
and can be reached at our email: 
klcatholicmuseum@archkl.org. —  
By the Archdiocese Museum & 
Heritage Secretariat

Kuala Lumpur Archdiocese to have its own museum

https://www.caritasmalaysia.net
https://www.caritasmalaysia.net/who-we-are/annual-reports/
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Assumption parish focuses on Mary, Mother of Hope

SANDAKAN: Every year, on August 15, 
which is the Solemnity of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Mary’s Cathedral 
celebrates its parish feastday. It starts with a 
nine-day novena, Rosary rally and Mass. On 
the feastday itself, the celebration starts with 
a procession and crowning of the statue of our 
Lady at the grotto. On the morning of the feast 
day, the parishioners get together for a fellow-
ship and concert by various communities.

The COVID-19 pandemic since 2020 has 
affected the liturgical calendar of the parish  
and so all celebrations were suspended. The 
parish could only reach out to its parishioners 
through virtual Mass.

In this year’s novena from August 6 to 14, 
the parish integrated a nine-day novena to St 
Joseph, foster father of Jesus and spouse of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. On August 14, a 
Rosary rally started from 7.00am to 3.00pm, 
involving the priests, religious and all the var-
ious ministries of the parish. The Rosary rally 
was carried out in every home, culminating 
with the virtual Eucharistic celebration on the 
Assumption of Mary at 6.00pm.

In conjunction with their feastday, the par-
ish also organised its very first Food Bank, 
which was spearheaded by the Parish Pas-

toral Council. The parish remembers the 
many Catholic families, single parents, the 
impaired, the weak, the needy and the elderly 
who are economically impacted by the pan-
demic.

Parishioners are pleased that the parish has 
organised a Food Bank and many came to do-
nate food. There were also the generous peo-
ple who contributed in cash through online 
banking. These were the Catholic and also 
non Catholic individuals, families of parish-
ioners from Kota Kinabalu, Kuala Lumpur 
and Sandakan, who were supportive of the 
Food Bank.

The distribution of the food baskets is 
jointly handled by the Parish Pastoral Coun-
cil, BEC coordinators and individuals (vol-
unteers). The distribution is carried out with 
strict adherence to Standard Operating Proce-
dures such as physical distancing, wearing of 
masks and use of hand sanitisers. The many 
recipients of the food baskets were filled 
with joy upon seeing a priest, Fr Stephen Es-
guerra, amongst those delivering the food. It 
was also  an opportunity for evangelising by 
sharing the good news of the Gospel, prayers, 
and blessings from Fr Stephen. — By Evelyn 
Jock, Dospo

PETALING JAYA: The Church of the As-
sumption celebrated its annual feastday with 
a nine-day Novena Mass marathon from 
Aug 7 to 15. It was the second consecutive 
year the parish has commemorated its feast 
online.

The overall topic for the feast was in ac-
cordance with the Peninsular Malaysia Pas-
toral Team’s August theme — Mary, Mother 
of Hope, and the daily sub-themes were 
drawn from the Litany of Loreto.

Head of Liturgy, Judy Fernandez, said her 
team had the pandemic in mind when select-
ing the sub-themes for the nine-day novena.

“We called to mind the words of Pope 
Francis: ‘How can the Church be seen as a 
field hospital?’ How can our families and our 
youth be beacons of hope to others, as we 
draw wisdom and strength from Jesus and 
our Blessed Mother? The sub-themes were 
selected to help reignite our faith and help us 
experience hope despite the difficult issues 
everyone is facing amidst this pandemic. It 
was also meant for us to re-evaluate our val-

ues and priorities after more than 500 days of 
lockdown,” said Fernandez.

The guest celebrants included Most Rev 
Archbishop Julian Leow, Fr Patrick Mas-
sang CSsR, Fr George Harrison, Fr Simon 
Lau, Msgr Mitchel Joseph, Fr Albet Arocki-
asamy, Fr Alexuchelvam Mariasoosai (who 
celebrated from his parish in Kluang, Johor), 
Fr Frederick Joseph and Fr Surain Durai Raj.

Archbishop Leow, who presided at the 
feastday Mass, preached on the subtheme 
Mary, Assumed into Heaven. He said the As-
sumption signifies the physical and spiritual 
departure of the mother of Jesus from Earth 
and that she was taken body and soul to the 
presence of God in Heaven.  

“In the day’s Gospel according to St Luke, 
we heard The Magnificat, Mary’s great 
prayer of praise, which is in response to what 
her cousin Elizabeth had said. In the Bible, 
this hymn of praise has strong parallels to 
the victory hymns of Miriam (Exodus 15), 
Hannah (1 Samuel 2) and Judith (chapter 16 
v 1-17). Although Mary does not deny the 

greatness of what is about to happen to her, 
the hymn of praise focuses on God’s promise 
and Mary’s gratitude to God for being faith-
ful to His promise,” said the Archbishop.

“Looking towards Mary and celebrating 
this solemnity during a pandemic, we look at 
two focal points in this hymn – God’s prom-
ise and our sense of gratitude. When God 
makes a promise, it is backed with more than 
good intentions and wishful thinking. God 
is giving us His unbreakable word and he 
shows it through the passion, death, and res-

urrection of Jesus. In this time of adversity, 
we need to cling to God’s promise and not be 
afraid, as he says, ‘I am with you till the end 
of time’ (Matthew 28:20).”

Parish Priest Fr Gregory Chan said, “The 
pandemic forced us to focus on the essen-
tials. This year, under lockdown, in extraor-
dinary circumstances, the congregation cen-
tred on prayer, on trusting in God, on hoping 
that we will emerge from this stronger in 
faith, and Mary was that hope for us.” — By 
Gwen Manickam

St Mary’s Cathedral celebrates feastday, initiates 
Food Bank

Archbishop Julian Leow with the clergy, lectors and media team of Assumption parish.

JOHOR BAHRU: The Diocese of Malacca 
Johore, under the guidance of Bishop Bernard 
Paul, organised an online prayer, 12 Hours 
with Mary on the feast of the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Bishop Bernard Paul officiated the 12-hour 
prayer with the Words of Scripture taken 
from 2 Chronicles 7:14  “If My people. Who 
are called by My name, will humble them-
selves and pray, and seek My face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven and I will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land”. These words served as a 
reminder to all that we should not abandon 

God during this trying time but get closer to 
Him through constant prayer and unwaver-
ing faith, like Mother Mary, who trusted God 
with her very life from the beginning. Bishop 
Bernard Paul then proceeded by praying the 
Rosary, with the meditations on the Glorious 
Mysteries.

The prayer then continued with the laity 
and religious from the different parishes pray-
ing the Rosary in English, Bahasa Malaysia, 
Mandarin and Tamil. 

Midway through, Francisco Overee, one 
of the Youth Ministers in MAJODI Centre, 
led the participants in singing some Marian 

hymns in the different languages, after ex-
plaining the origin of the hymns. 
The online prayer ended with the multilingual 
recitation of the Rosary. 
At the of the session, Fr Alexuchelvam Mari-
asoosai gave an update on an upcoming 
event organised by the MJDYPN for young 
adults which will be held in November 2021 
in conjunction with World Youth Day 2021. 
He hoped that through this event, many 
more people, especially the young adults, 
will step forward and take part in future ac-
tivities carried out by MAJODI Centre. — By                        
Clementine Vikneswari

A call to pray for the 
world and the nation

Parish Pastoral Council members arranging the food baskets.

MELAKA: Parishioners living in Praya Lane 
close to the Assumption chapel had a Visitation 
experience on the evening of August 15.

The Body of Christ was brought to them by 
Fr Lionel Thomas, parish priest of the Church 
of St Peter.

With the suspension of public Masses, many 
had been yearning to receive the body of Christ 
and this ‘Visitation’ was certainly nourishment 
for their souls, and was a cause of great joy 
The parishioners could now joyfully resonate 
in their hearts the words that Mary sang in the 
Magnificat: “My soul magnifies the Lord. My 
Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour”.

Parishioners 
experience the 
Visitation of our Lord

A parishioner kneels before the Body of Christ.

Twelve hours with Mary



Philippine health workers 
threaten to quit over corruption
MANILA: A group of Filipino 
health workers including nurses 
and doctors has threatened to resign 
and called on the medical commu-
nity to hold protests over corrup-
tion in the country’s Department of 
Health.

The Alliance of Health Work-
ers, a union of nurses and medical 
practitioners, said that corruption 
in government had been rampant 
since it failed to release their ben-
efits despite members working on 
the front line.

“Indeed, there is a considerable 
budget surplus in the Department 
of Health and yet they always re-
fuse to provide for health work-
ers’ COVID-19 benefits, safety 
and protection,” said the alliance’s 
president Robert Mendoza.

Mendoza said Philippine health 
workers were being deprived of 
their rightful benefits.

“We remained deprived of our 
just and timely COVID-19 benefits 
such as meal, transportation and ac-
commodation allowances, the spe-
cial risk allowance and the active 

hazard allowance, among others,” 
he added.

Filipino nurses get a monthly sal-
ary of about 15,000 pesos (US$300) 
and doctors earn a monthly income 

of 33,500 pesos ($670), according 
to a 2018 report of the Philippines 
Statistics Authority. The average 
monthly national salary of health 
workers is 18,000 pesos ($360).

The alliance said that if govern-
ment authorities fail to increase 
their benefits amid the pandemic, 
mass protests would be held for 
their rightful demands.

The Department of Health has al-
ready appealed against the resigna-
tion of nurses, who comprise 70 per 
cent of staff in Philippine hospitals. 

Some groups, however, claimed 
the call for resignation was not sup-
ported by all medical practitioners 
but admitted nurses could only hold 
the ground for so long.

“It seems we do not have a choice 
anymore but to leave this danger-
ous job that does not pay well. To 
make things worse, now we know 
there are funds but people up there 

[high-ranking government offi-
cials] would rather put them in their 
pockets than give them to us,” said 
Jose Fabian, a member of a nurses’ 
union in a hospital in Manila.

Corruption in the Department 
of Health is unfair to the country’s 
health workers, said Fr Jun Garcia 
of Jaro Diocese in Iloilo province, 
Western Visayas.

“The billions of pesos unspent 
and misused by the Department of 
Health are an insult to our nurses 
and doctors. They risk their lives in 
hospitals, leaving their loved ones, 
yet they do not receive the pay they 
deserve,” said Fr Garcia.

“They should think twice before 
spending the people’s money. It is 
not theirs. It is the peoples’. Thus, 
funds should be spent for public 
need, not for corrupt reasons,” he 
said. — By Joseph Peter Calleja, 
ucanews.com

A Filipino health worker wearing personal protective equipment walks 
into a makeshift ward built for COVID-19 patients at a hospital in Manila. 
(UCA News photo)

Sri Lankan cardinal rejects 
president’s letter, calls for protest
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka: The Arch-
bishop of Colombo, Cardinal Mal-
colm Ranjith, has called on the 
people in Sri Lanka to join demon-
strations on August 21 to protest the 
government’s failure to shed light 
on the deadly Easter Sunday bomb-
ing two years ago.

“Raise a black flag on August 21 
in front of your homes, institutions 
and marketplaces as a strong sym-
bol of silent protest,” said the Cath-
olic prelate during a media briefing 
in Colombo on August 13.

He said he was not satisfied with 
the legal action currently being tak-
en by the authorities against those 
suspected to be responsible for the 
Easter Sunday attacks on April 21, 
2019.

The cardinal revealed that he had 
already received a response from 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to an 
earlier letter asking for the “truth” 
behind the bombings.

He said the President’s response 
“did not mention any action the gov-
ernment would take and neglected a 
proper investigation into the serious 
issues we raised about the attacks.”

In a letter in July, the country’s 
Catholic leaders criticised the “le-
thargic pace” of a government in-
quiry into the terrorist attacks on 

churches, and questioned why rec-
ommendations brought by an offi-
cial inquiry into the attacks have not 
yet been acted upon.

The July 12 letter was signed by 
Cardinal Ranjith and several other 
bishops and nearly 30 priests.

More than 260 people died and 
over 500 were injured in the coor-
dinated suicide bombings on three 
churches, four hotels, and one hous-
ing complex on Easter Sunday in 
April 2019. Several bombings took 
place during Masses and other ser-
vices.

“We can never believe that the 
truth will come out through this 
ongoing process,” said Cardinal 
Ranjith during the media briefing 

on Friday, adding that if a commit-
tee is to be appointed to implement 
the recommendations of the govern-
ment, “there should be a committee 
involving all political parties.”

“It is clear from this procedure 
that, after such a long time the gov-
ernment has no interest in finding 
out the truth about the attacks and 
they are going to cover it up and 
wash their hands,” read a statement 
from the Archdiocese of Colombo.

“The government took political 
advantage of the Easter Sunday at-
tack and promised to reveal within 
a month those who carried out the 
attack,” read the statement.

“Our country is still not secure 
and attacks like the one that took 
place on Easter Sunday are still pos-
sible at any time. We can’t allow 
this culture of killing to continue. 
The country must learn a lesson 
from the sacrifices of the innocents 
killed on Easter Sunday,” it added.

The statement said “the real kill-
ers must be identified and the coun-
try must know the truth.”

“Politicians do not want to end 
this culture of killing. Extremism is 
beneficial to them and they continue 
their selfish journey through the 
tears of human suffering,” it added. 
— Licas.news

Timor-Leste looks to open first Catholic university this year
DILI, Timor-Leste: The archbish-
op of Dili hopes that Timor-Leste’s 
first Catholic university will open 
this year after he met with Prime 
Minister Taur Matan Ruak.

Salesian Archbishop Dom Vir-
gilio do Carmo da Silva of Dili 
met Ruak on Aug 13, a month 
after the archdiocese formally ap-
plied for permission to start the 
Catholic University of Timor in 
the Catholic-majority country.

Dili Archdiocese, based in the 

capital Dili, is the only archdio-
cese in the country of 1.2 million 
people. Catholics number some 1 
million in the former Portuguese 
colony, also called East Timor.

The archdiocese submitted an 
application to start the university 
on July 16. It is now being con-
sidered by the Ministry of Higher 
Education and Culture.

Archbishop Da Silva said he 
and his team from the archdiocese 
were told during the meeting about 

the governmental process that has 
been completed and the steps that 
are pending. He expressed hope 
that “the university could start op-
erating layer this year.”

Archbishop Da Silva said the 
plan for a Catholic university 
began more than three decades 
ago during the time of Dili’s 
first Bishop Carlos Filipe Xi-
menes Belo (1983-2002). His 
successor Bishop Alberto Ricar-
do da Silva, who died in 2015, 

continued the efforts.
“I want to continue their effort 

now,” Archbishop Da Silva said.
Prime Minister Ruak in a state-

ment thanked the Church’s ini-
tiative and said the university will 
“help the government to preserve 
the quality of higher education in 
Timor-Leste.”

Church officials said they can 
start the university soon after per-
mission is given by upgrading the 
diocese’s Catholic Religious In-

stitute, which was founded while 
Timor-Leste was still under Indo-
nesian rule.

The university will start with 
faculties teaching social science, 
education and humanities. Next 
year it will establish two more 
faculties covering health and ag-
riculture. Some 50 educators, all 
armed with masters and doctoral 
degrees, have signed up to join 
the new institution. — By Ryan                                     
Dagur, ucanews.com
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Macau churches reopen after 
closure for Delta variant
MACAU:  Churches in Macau 
reopened on Aug 18 after a closure 
of about two weeks, after a family 
tested positive for the highly conta-
gious Delta variant of the coronavi-
rus this month.

“All churches and Mass centres 
in the diocese will resume public 
Masses, liturgies and gatherings. 
Personnel in charge of religious 
houses and old age homes may 
allow the faithful to join their in-
house liturgy as appropriate,” stat-
ed an official circular from Fr Cyril 
Jerome Law, chancellor of Macau 
Diocese, on Aug 16.

Weekday and Sunday live Mass 
broadcasts will continue temporar-
ily or may be adjusted or cancelled 
as necessary, the notice added.

Churches and other places of 

worship closed their doors after au-
thorities in the former Portuguese 
colony ordered precautionary steps 
after a family of four tested posi-
tive for the Delta variant in early 
August.

Worship places were closed last 
year when the first wave of the pan-
demic hit the island with the first 
reported case on Jan 22. Life got 
back to normal in late March after 
authorities lifted the restrictions.

From Aug 5, for the second time 
since last year, life in the casino-
cum-resort city came to a standstill 
as businesses closed down. The 
government launched a mass test-
ing campaign for about 700,000 
residents by setting up 42 nucleic 
acid testing centres across the city. 
— ucanews.com 

A priest celebrates Mass in a church in Macau. (UCA News Photo: Jornal-O-Clarim)

Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith
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CZESTOCHOWA: Nearly 40,000 
Catholic pilgrims journeyed on 
foot, by bicycle, and on horseback 
to arrive at the Marian shrine of 
Jasna Góra in Częstochowa, Po-
land, this summer.

The traditional walking pilgrim-
age to venerate an icon of the 
Black Madonna of Częstochowa, 
housed in the shrine, dates back to 
the 17th century.

Among the pilgrims to make the 
historic trek was Bishop Marek 
Solarczyk of Radom, Poland, who 
helped to lead his diocese’s 43rd 
annual walking pilgrimage.

In addition to caring for the pil-
grims’ spiritual needs, the bishop 
assisted with the morning wake-
up call by playing his horn each 
morning of the roughly 100-mile 
journey.

Another pilgrimage group 
travelled to the Marian shrine on 

horseback. The 22nd annual caval-
ry pilgrimage travelled 250 miles 

over the course of 11 days from 
the village of Zaręby Kościelne in 

eastern Poland.
“We rode through our towns and 

villages, with an unfurled banner 
bearing the image of Our Lady of 
Ostra Brama, the patroness of the 
regiment. It was one big prayer,” 
Fr Andrzej Dmochowski told the 
Jasna Góra Press Office.

In total, 185 cycling groups, 
133 walking groups and 13 run-
ning groups made the pilgrimage 
to Jasna Gora this summer.

Many of the pilgrimages cul-
minated on the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary on 
Aug 15. The pilgrims also marked 
the 30th anniversary of World 
Youth Day in Czestochowa during 
which St John Paul II entrusted all 
young people around the world to 
the Virgin Mary on Aug 15, 1991. 
— By Courtney Mares, CNA

40,000 Catholics make pilgrimage to 
Our Lady of  Czestochowa in Poland

VALENCIA, Spain: A parish in 
metropolitan Valencia is preparing 
shipments of medicine to Cuba, 
thanks to the generosity of hun-
dreds of people who want to help 
alleviate the severe shortage on the 
Caribbean island.

Fr Olbier Hernández, a Cuban 
priest of the Archdiocese of Valen-
cia, has organised a humanitarian 
aid campaign for Cuba to help meet 
the need. 

The priest is pastor of San Miguel 
de Soternes parish in Mislata, part 
of metro Valencia. He is seeking 
“donations of medicine, masks, 
gowns and syringes, financial con-
tributions and also suitcases, since 
that way we don’t have to buy 
them, and can use that money to 
buy medicine.”

“Antibiotics, blood pressure 
medications” are also needed but 
“you can donate personal hygiene 
items and cans of non-perishable 
food. We continue to collect medi-
cine and donations in the parish, 
and we are also asking pharmacies, 
their owners or friends to collabo-
rate,” the priest explained on the 
archdiocesan website.

“The situation in Cuba remains 
critical, especially in the central and 
eastern part of the country, where 

less humanitarian aid arrives,” he 
added.

At present, due to restrictions in 
Cuba, the only way to get medicine 
and humanitarian aid is through the 
luggage of passengers, since ship-
ping by boat or plane is not allowed.

Once the items are collected, ar-
ranged, and packed, they are ask-
ing travellers who plan to fly to 
the Caribbean island from Madrid 
or Valencia to transport the pack-
ages and deliver them to families, 
priests, and doctors who are work-
ing with them.

“We’ll pay for the excess weight 
of these suitcases,” Fr Hernández 
said, and called on all the parishes 
of the archdiocese to help out by 
“appealing to their parishioners to 

donate medicines and send them 
to us or contact us to come and get 
them. It’s not necessary to classify 
them because we have the help of 
Cuban doctors living in Valencia 
who are working with us to label 
and classify the medicines.”

“Any help is needed now as the 
situation there is very serious, and 
so we’re appealing to the solidarity 
of Valencians to not forget the Cu-
ban people.”

Fr Hernández said this campaign 
“doesn’t have an end date at the 
moment; it will last until the end of 
the year and after December we’ll 
see what the situation is like and, if 
we can, continue to send suitcases 
with medicine.” — By Blanca 
Ruiz, CNA

IRONDALE, Alabama: Archbishop 
Charles J. Chaput, OFM Cap, was 
honoured as the first recipient of 
the annual Mother Angelica Award 
by the EWTN Global Catholic net-
work. 

EWTN Chairman & Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Michael P. Warsaw 
presented the inaugural award to 
Chaput during an Aug 15 ceremony 
that was broadcast around the world 
by the network. The date also marks 
the 40th anniversary of the Net-
work’s launch on the Solemnity of 

the Assumption in 1981.
“This award was created as a way 

to recognise Mother Angelica and 
her legacy by honouring people who 
have devoted their lives in service 
to the Church, particularly in the 
service of the New Evangelisation, 
just as Mother Angelica herself had 
done,” said Warsaw. “When we first 
proposed this award, there really 
was no one in my mind who was 
more deserving than Archbishop 
Chaput.”

During the award ceremony, 

viewers heard reflections from the 
archbishop’s numerous friends, all 
of whom lauded him for empower-
ing the laity and for encouraging and 
enabling the development of apos-
tolates such as FOCUS (Fellowship 
of Catholic University Students), the 
Augustine Institute, ENDOW (Edu-
cating on the Nature and Dignity 
of Women), and many others. The 
archbishop was described as a mod-
el of how a bishop can work with lay 
leaders to advance the Church and to 
evangelise it.

Chaput, 76, retired in 2020 as 
archbishop of Philadelphia. Previ-
ously he had served as archbishop 
of Denver, and as bishop of Rapid 
City, South Dakota. The archbishop 
also recently stepped down from the 
Board of Governors of EWTN after 
25 years of service, including 10 
years of service as Vice Chairman. 
He frequently appeared with Mother 
Angelica on EWTN throughout 
the years and was the principal cel-
ebrant of her funeral Mass in 2016.  
— CNA

Spanish parish collects medicine to 
send to Cuba

Archbishop Chaput honoured with first annual Mother Angelica Award

Pilgrims arrive at Jasna Gora shrine to pray before Our Lady of Częstochowa. (CNA photo/JasnaGoraNews)

Parish organises shipment of medicines in the face of serious situation in Cuba.

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput re-
ceives first annual Mother Angelica 
Award from EWTN CEO Michael P. 
Warsaw. (CNA photo/EWTN)

VATICAN: Pope Francis will not 
offer a public Mass during his short 
visit to Glasgow in November, ac-
cording to the Scottish Bishops’ 
Conference.

“I can confirm that the Scottish 
bishops are not planning a public 
Mass with Pope Francis in Novem-
ber,” said Peter Kearney, spokes-
man for the Scottish bishops.

“The Pope will visit as a guest 
of the UK Government, which will 
be responsible for the arrangement 
details. We understand he will only 
be a few hours in Scotland to attend 
the COP26 gathering and expect he 
will have only a very short part of 
this time to meet with the Scottish 
bishops,” he said.

The Pope is expected to attend 
the “world leaders’ summit” in the 
opening days of the 2021 United 
Nations Climate Change Confer-
ence (COP26) taking place in Glas-
gow on Nov 1-12.

Pope Francis’ “very short” trip 
to Scotland, which could likely be 
only a day trip, is expected to in-
clude meetings with world leaders 
and Catholic bishops.

The Scottish bishops’ conference 
made the clarification after media 

reports circulated in the United 
Kingdom over the weekend claim-
ing that the Pope would preside 
over an open-air Mass in Glasgow, 
as his predecessors Benedict XVI 
and John Paul II did in Bellahou-
ston Park in Glasgow in 2010 and 
1982 respectively.

“Scotland’s Catholic bishops 
have welcomed the prospect of a 
meeting with Pope Francis when 
he attends the COP26 Conference 
in Glasgow in November,” the 
spokesperson for the Scottish bish-
ops said.

“While many pastoral, ecumeni-
cal and interfaith gatherings would 
be desirable while he is with us, 
time constraints sadly mean such 
a full programme will not be pos-
sible.” 

COP26 was originally scheduled 
to take place in November 2020, 
but was postponed due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. About 120 heads 
of state are expected to attend the 
climate conference this year, ac-
cording to the BBC. President Joe 
Biden, Prince Charles, Greta Thun-
berg, and climate-envoy John Ker-
ry are among the anticipated attend-
ees. — By Courtney Mares, CNA

Pope Francis will not 
offer a public Mass 
during Scotland visit
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Vespers, Mass marks 200th year 
of America’s first cathedral
BALTIMORE, USA: For a special 
vespers and Mass to mark the pa-
tronal feast of Baltimore’s Basilica 
of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary during its 200th anni-
versary year, Archbishop William E 
Lori appropriately used the crosier 
that belonged to Archbishop Am-
brose Maréchal.

Archbishop Maréchal, the third 
archbishop of Baltimore, presided 
at the dedication of America’s first 
cathedral in 1821.

The celebrations featured a talk 
on the history of the basilica and 
the first bishop in the US by Cardi-
nal Timothy M Dolan of New York 
and a homily about Mary’s role in 
our faith by Los Angeles Auxiliary 
Bishop Robert E Barron.

The history of the basilica was 
the focus for vespers on Aug 14, the 
vigil of the feast of the Assumption, 

with a talk delivered by Cardinal 
Dolan, whose doctoral studies fo-
cused on the history of the American 
church.

The cardinal started his talk quot-

ing from the fifth chapter of Mat-
thew’s Gospel: “You are the light of 
the world. A city set on a hill can-
not be hidden.” He said he believed 
Archbishop John Carroll, the first 

bishop in the United States, had pre-
cisely this in mind when he made 
plans for the first cathedral to be 
built in the newly minted country.

Archbishop Carroll, a “realistic 
dreamer”, intended the new cathe-
dral to be “a light to the nation, a 
light to the world,” the cardinal said.

Officially called the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
nation’s first cathedral was elevated 
to a minor basilica by Pope Pius XI 
in 1937. In 1972, it was declared a 
National Landmark and, in 1993, the 
US Bishops’ Conference designated 
it a national shrine.

Cardinal Dolan noted that arch-
bishops of Baltimore from Cardinal 
James Gibbons through Cardinal 
Lawrence Shehan and Archbishop 
Lori have made social justice a hall-
mark. He noted that Fr James Boric, 

current rector of the basilica, has 
created an urban street ministry, the 
Source of All Hope, that goes out 
into the streets of the city to minis-
ter to, and with, those experiencing 
homelessness.

The following day, Archbishop 
Lori celebrated Mass for the feast-
day, with Bishop Barron as the 
homilist. The bishop said he could 
not decline the invitation to preach 
in “the most beautiful church in 
America, and one with unparalleled 
historical resonance.”

On the feast of the Assumption, 
“in this splendid place, the mother 
church of American Catholicism,” 
Bishop Barron said, “we recom-
mit ourselves to be happy warriors 
under the banner of the Queen of 
Heaven, the true Ark of the Cov-
enant, fighting for life and fighting 
for truth.” — CNS

Baltimore’s Basilica of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. (Wikimedia Commons)

Vietnam’s future priests encouraged to be servants
HANOI: Future priests from Viet-
nam's northern diocese are being 
urged to use the COVID-19 pan-
demic as a rare opportunity to train 
themselves as worthy shepherds and 
good sheep.

Nine deacons in Phat Diem Dio-
cese are expected to be ordained 
priests on Aug 25 at a chapel in the 
bishop's house in Ninh Binh prov-
ince.

Archbishop Joseph Nguyen Nang 
of Ho Chi Minh City, who serves as 
the diocese's apostolic administrator, 
announced that he could not come to 
ordain them due to social distancing 
measures against COVID-19. He 
delegated Bishop Joseph Nguyen 
Duc Cuong of the neighbouring dio-
cese of Thanh Hoa to ordain them.

The ordination will only be joined 
by some priests and attended by the 
ordinands’ relatives. The new priests 
will not celebrate their thanksgiving 
Masses until the pandemic is under 
control.

Archbishop Nang said he has pre-
sided at many priestly ordinations 
and ceremonies of taking vows in a 
quiet manner with few in attendance 

in his archdiocese since last year. 
After the ceremonies, new priests 
and professed religious recounted 
their mystical experiences.

He said that at first, people may 
have a bit of sadness and regret on 
account of the lack of formalities and 
physical joy but in the end, they im-
mensely enjoy such ceremonies. In 
the wonderfully secluded situation, 
they have the opportunity to concen-
trate on important things since they 
are not distracted by guests, parties, 
photos, decoration and others, but 
fully turn their hearts to God and 
deeply experience His transforming 
grace.

He asked the deacons to get rid 
of dependencies and retain the es-
sentials. “COVID-19 helps us do it. 
We may be reluctant to accept such 
a quiet and simple ceremony, but it 
is really a blessed opportunity for us 
to get back to the main things. The 
spirit of the world has taken us too 
far away from the spirit of God. We 
just have to go back.”

“We thank God for allowing 
COVID-19 to train us,” he said in a 
letter to them on Aug 15.

The 68-year-old archbishop said 
that in a few days, they will be trans-
formed by just an act of imposition 
of hands and prayer of consecra-
tion, and they will be called “father.” 
They themselves will be surprised, 
and everyone will probably be em-
barrassed when they call them “fa-
ther” for the first time.

He warned that their psychology 
and lifestyle have not yet changed 
to keep pace with the change in 
their soul, so they will have to learn 
throughout their lives to be “fathers.”

Noting that only God is the Fa-
ther, the Father of Jesus and of all 
people, he said that, like Jesus, they 
must contemplate and immerse 
themselves in the love of the Father 
before they can express the Father’s 
love.

“Only when you know how to be 
‘sons’ can you be fathers. If you do 
not know how to be children, you 
cannot be fathers but just men of ar-
rogance,” the prelate said.

“You can only become shepherds 
following the example of Jesus, the 
Supreme Shepherd, when you your-
self are good sheep. If you do not 

know how to be good sheep, you 
can never be good shepherds,” he 
said, adding that the problems that 
occur in pastoral relations are main-
ly caused by authoritarian pastors 
who themselves forget to be good 
sheep.

He said priests are only servants 
of God’s people throughout their 
lives as they are raised from cinders 

by God. God lifts them up but they 
remain dust.

Archbishop Nang said the peo-
ple of God yearn for high-quality 
priests, so they should respond to 
their holy expectations.

“With deep humility and trusting 
in God’s love and grace, bravely go 
forth and be strong,” he told them. 
— ucanews.com 

Archbishop Joseph Nguyen Nang ordains nine deacons at the cathedral in 
Ninh Binh province in March. (UCA News photo courtesy of phatdiem.org)

Virtual library boosts access to essential religious texts
SYDNEY, Australia: It will be 
months, perhaps even a year, be-
fore lives throughout much of the 
world revert to patterns of behav-
iour people took for granted before 
the global health crisis of the coro-
navirus.

But there may be a few areas 
where the lockdowns, restrictions 
on movement and meetings, and 
impediments to interaction can in 
fact be beneficial.

Many academies and educational 
institutions have geared up for the 
virtual delivery of their courses and 
resources.

Many parts of the world want 
their students to study with good 
resources — and surprisingly, the 
Catholic Church has a library and 
teaching resources that are virtual 

and virtually accessible from any-
where in the world with reliable 
Internet access.

Sharing the Word is an e-library 
initiative in Sydney, Australia, that 

boosts access to essential texts for 
religious studies students, seminar-
ians, clergy and Scripture students 
across the world. It has catalogued 
more than 14,000 volumes.

Sharing the Word is a virtual li-
brary founded in 2013 and funded 
by the Pontifical Society of St Peter 
the Apostle. It specifically aims to 
help seminarians, clergy, catechists 
and pastoral workers who are not 
able to afford hard copy texts es-
sential for their ministry. It has 
more than 1,000 monthly users, 
with a single point of access to the 
spiritual and intellectual riches of 
the Christian faith.

Under the leadership of Catholic 
Mission Australia, its volunteers 
have automated some 20 seminary 
libraries with the open-source ILS 
Koha in East Africa, Asia and the 
Pacific region between 2013 and 
2018. It has also assisted in train-
ing library staff and cataloguing 
their collections and the shipment 

of books.
The project and the site are the 

brainchild of Hans Arns, the former 
chief librarian at one of Australia’s 
two leading theological libraries — 
the Veech Library in Sydney. He 
continues to coordinate the project. 
He has devoted much of his retire-
ment to providing this integrated 
website so that it is available any-
where to anyone with internet ac-
cess.

This resource is particularly ben-
eficial for Christians in developing 
countries who often lack access to 
adequate theological libraries — 
ucanews.com

The virtual library can be ac-
cessed at: https://www.sharingth-
eword.info

Sharing the Word — the new e-library project of the Pontifical Mission 
Societies. (Vatican News)

https://www.sharingtheword.info
https://www.sharingtheword.info
https://www.sharingtheword.info


Since the beginning of the pandemic, the relationship between 
religion and COVID-19 has been a tormented one.

In the first few months of the pandemic, various media re-
ported that religious places were not enforcing social distanc-
ing and, therefore, were responsible for the spread of the virus. 
Others claimed that naive beliefs cultivated by religious leaders 
were interfering with health policies. Whether in Korea, India or 
the USA, religion was portrayed as a brake against containment 
strategies. For these observers, sanitising states were our only 
saviours. 

Months later, the role played by religion during the pandemic 
appears more nuanced. In a time of isolation and distress, a vast 
number of people have turned to religious practices and net-
works. Their motivations might greatly vary, but they illustrate 
the relevance of religion during a pandemic.

Furthermore, religious people have shown creative flexibility 
in responding to the challenges raised by the pandemic. While 
strict quarantine policies have isolated many to the point of put-
ting some in danger, religious groups have found ways to remain 
connected. Their trust in a higher power helped them to over-
come their fears and to care for the poor and the sick. Overall, 
their moral values have played a positive role in mobilising vari-
ous forces against the pandemic.

The variety of these religious responses has been documented 
by the blog CoronAsur of the National University of Singapore. 
Scholars have published dozens of reports and analyses show-
ing the rich, nuanced and moving relations between religion and 
COVID-19. The pandemic has had a wide range of effects on 
religious groups and traditions. But if it has disrupted many re-
ligious gatherings and rituals, it has also shed new light on what 
religion offers.

Relations between COVID-19 and religion are as diverse 
as they are numerous. Religion is not a distinct sphere of our 
broader response to COVID-19. Religious traditions transcend 
the ways we perceive, discuss and respond to the pandemic. For 
better or worse, they are constantly mobilised to navigate the 
difficulties that the pandemic exacerbates.

Yet, after a year and a half of medical emergencies, economic 
and social tensions are swelling dangerously. New variants ap-
pear and international tensions are at their highest level. In this 
global context, religion is at risk of being used as a political 
weapon.

For example, in the war that the US is leading against China, 
President Joe Biden is recycling an old American belief, crea-
tionism, to mobilise opinion against China. American authori-
ties recently called for an investigation into the Chinese origin 
of the virus. Surely, scientific investigation is required — and 
science should be neutral and accurate.

But to what extent is knowing the origin of the virus the most 
urgent and effective way to tackle its deadly impact? What about 
all the social and political reasons explaining its spread? And 
while the US is talking about third doses of vaccines, what about 
securing access for first doses to poorer countries?

As we have learned in Asia, Europe and North America, any-
thing our political leaders say about COVID-19 is not about the 
virus only. It also seeks to win leadership and power. Reducing 
suffering is rarely the absolute priority. The virus is often an ex-
cuse to reassert domination.

Again, distorting religion to claim scientific neutrality while 
continuing the political fight is not up to the challenges raised by 
the pandemic. The common good should be the priority. I wish 
that President Biden and other world leaders would go back to 
what Pope Francis has repeatedly said.

“The coronavirus has provoked much death and suffering, af-
fecting the lives of many, especially the most vulnerable. I beg 
you not to forget the most vulnerable. In the midst of so much 
darkness and uncertainty, we lack light and hope. [We need] a 
spirit of justice that mobilises us to ensure true universal access 
to the vaccine, and a temporary suspension of intellectual prop-
erty rights,” the Pope said on May 2. — By Michel Chambon, 
ucanews.com

 Michel Chambon is a French Catholic theologian and an-
thropologist. 

Can creationism save 
us from COVID-19?

By Fr Michael Chua

It is said that the fabulous mythical 
bird, the Phoenix, can arise anew 
from the ashes of its destruction. 

Would it be naive for Malaysians to 
think that this is possible for our coun-
try to rise rejuvenated from the ashes of 
a failed-experiment of a government, 
which many thought was illegitimate? 
Would we see new blood in the upcom-
ing administration or expect much of the 
same old-thing, which is to say the same 
old “rot”? 

Scepticism is indeed prevalent among 
many Malaysians. Few would believe 
that our current political upheaval can 
be mended by the appointment of Da-
tuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob as the new 
Prime Minister, although many would 
be rooting for “their guy,” as promises 
would have to be kept and delivered 
in the days and weeks ahead to placate 
each and every stakeholder in an ever-
shifting political alliances of conveni-
ence.

There will continue to be widespread 
doubt that any single person or party 
would be able to lift this country out 
of the quagmire of its gravest political, 
socio-economic and public health crises. 
In fact, Muhyiddin may have the benefit 
of the last laugh — his detractors and 
most aggressive critics would now have 
to prove the point which they have been 
ceaselessly hammering — that they can 
do a better job than he and his cohorts.

Will we the ordinary citizens continue 
to be forced to stand on the sidelines as 
hapless observers as we witness the de-
struction of our country through politi-
cal mismanagement and the effects of a 
global pandemic that has gone unabated. 
Despite the fact that many Malaysians 
are extremely critical of the status quo, 
few to none are capable of formulating a 
workable solution to address the multi-
prong challenges our country is facing. 

 Is our government or our politicians 
solely to be blamed for this fiasco? “In 
a democracy, the people get the gov-
ernment they deserve” is a quote of-
ten attributed to two persons, Joseph 
de Maistre and Alexis de Tocqueville. 
Apart from the controversy of correct 
attribution, is the controversy con-
cerning the correct meaning of these 
words — were they spoken as a form 
of snarky sarcasm? Whatever may 
have been the original purpose of the 
statement, we can see the truth of its 
claims in that we have witnessed so 
many failed governments and leaders 
that had been democratically and popu-
larly elected and eventually turned out 
to be disasters. Democracy, in the form 
of populism, may ensure that the gov-
ernment has the people’s support, but 
is no guarantee that we will have good 
leaders or governance. The bane of the 
politics of populism is that it is a mere 
mirror, an echo chamber, for a nation’s 
culture.  Yes, in a democracy, the peo-
ple do get the leaders they deserve. 

This may be the reason why we 

should stop complaining about the lack 
of inspiring leaders, and instead take a 
long look in the mirror, or as Mahatma 
Gandhi put it, “You must be the change 
you want to see in the world.” A sober-
ing thought as we come to the end of a 
short-lived political regime only to be 
filled with anxiety over a new political 
alliance who must now carry the weight 
of the people’s expectations. Can we 
expect change when the dominant cul-
ture remains mired in the unholy trinity 
of values which shape our local politics 
and society — ethnic-religious identity, 
money and ambition for power? 

Despite our acknowledgement of 
these capital sins in Malaysian politi-
cal culture and our incessant complaints 
thereof, are Malaysians not to be faulted 
for nurturing and supporting these vices 
either through our silent acquiescence 
or tacit to explicit support? Racism, 
corruption and cronyism will have no 
traction in a society where there are no 
takers for the bait. Unfortunately, these 
vices are fuelled by a culture which not 
only tolerates but encourages them. 

As part of his swan song last Friday 
(Aug 13), our former Prime Minister de-
livered a speech which I would describe 
as one of his best. I know my thoughts 
on this would be controversial. It would 
have been a stirringly powerful speech 
if given under other more favourable 
circumstances. But when delivered by 
a man on political death row, it came 
across as a pitiable begging plea. It ob-
viously fell on deaf ears and was swiftly 
rejected and dismissed by his political 
opponents as a desperate attempt to stay 
in power. 

But putting aside the judgment on his 
real intent and the sincerity of his prom-
ises, Muhyiddin’s democratic utopian 
wish list should have been embraced by 
any reasonable minded freedom loving 
person — constitutional amendments 
which would lead to term limits on the 
office of Prime Minister, banning of par-
ty-hopping for elected representatives, 
bi-partisan cooperation and consulta-
tion, equitable distribution of resources 
regardless of party affiliation, balanced 
representation in parliamentary select 
committees. Let’s be honest — these 
promises, if carried out, would have led 
to a radical transformation of our po-
litical landscape and culture, making it 
more fair, inclusive and truly democrat-
ic. It is no surprise that the other parties 
rejected these offers on various grounds. 
Apart from their stated motives, could it 
be that it is plainly too hard to renounce 
the hegemony of the unholy trinity —
ethnic-religious identity, money and 
power?

Most Malaysians would have expe-
rienced an extreme pendulum swing of 
emotions, ranging from expectant hope 
to cynical despair, with regards to how 
they view political leaders and parties in 
this country. Today, what seems preva-
lent is a dark gloomy outlook over our 
country’s future which has been com-
pounded by a depressed economy on 

the verge of collapse and a public health 
crisis that continues its tight hold on our 
lives and livelihood without any hint of 
letting up. 

It is perhaps during times like these, 
times where we feel hopeless and hap-
less even to the point of thinking that 
this could be the “end of the world,” 
it would be good to heed the advice of 
that great doctor of the Church, St Au-
gustine. Even as his contemporary, St 
Jerome, gloomily predicted that the 
world had come to an end with the de-
struction of Rome by the Visigoths and 
the collapse of both the Roman Empire 
and civilisation, St Augustine decided 
to take a different approach and was 
inspired to write his book, The City of 
God. Augustine, just like Jerome, felt 
he had lost his bearings with news of 
the collapse of Rome. Once Rome had 
gone, what sense was to be made of the 
world? In the reflections that he would 
record in his book, he would find the an-
swer – the fall of the City of Man does 
not mean the end of the City of God.

According to St Augustine, the City 
of Man, which went beyond Rome but 
encompasses our earthly existence, is 
shaped by the love of self, even to the 
contempt of God; whereas the City of 
God is shaped by the love of God, even 
to the contempt of self. The values of 
the City of Man may be an apt descrip-
tion of our political class and their syco-
phantic supporters. 

In describing the two cities, St Au-
gustine reiterated Jesus' teaching that 
while Christians live in the City of Man, 
they do not belong to the City of Man. 
Their presence in the earthly city is like 
that of strangers sojourning in a foreign 
country. We are to enjoy the blessings 
the City of Man has to offer, including 
its rights, its protection, and its preser-
vation of order, but we are always ready 
to move on. The City of Man is not our 
true home. No, our true home is in the 
City of God. And it is to that city that 
we owe our affections and our ultimate 
loyalty.

As we picture our beloved country 
Malaysia, just like the glorious Eternal 
City, Rome, going up in smoke, its mag-
nificent monuments and achievements 
being reduced to rubble by the invad-
ing marauders (or selfish power crazy 
politicians), we once again hear the call 
of St Augustine to take our eyes off the 
chaotic upheaval below and raise our 
eyes above to a greater city, the Heav-
enly City, the true Eternal City, “The 
Heavenly City outshines Rome beyond 
comparison. There, instead of victory, 
is truth; instead of high rank, holiness; 
instead of peace, felicity; instead of life, 
eternity.” With that vision, we can be as-
sured that new life can emerge from the 
ashes of destruction and what is broken 
can be restored.

 Fr Michael Chua a former legal 
practitioner is the Ecclesiastical Assis-
tant for the Catholic Lawyers’ Society 
Kuala Lumpur.  

Can something 
good arise from 
the ashes?
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WASHINGTON: On August 16, the Arch-
diocese of Washington launched its ac-
tion plan to promote “an integral ecology” 
which includes practical ways that parish-
es, Catholic schools and institutions, and 
individuals and families can care for crea-
tion, drawing on environmental science 
and inspired by Catholic social teaching.

After Pope Francis issued his landmark 
2015 encyclical on the environment, Laud-
ato Si’, on Care for Our Common Home, 
the Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting In-
tegral Human Development published a 
document listing seven ways to implement 
the encyclical.

The dicastery’s document serves as the 
framework for the Archdiocese of Wash-
ington’s Laudato Si’: Embarking on a 
Seven-Year Journey Promoting an Integral 
Ecology action plan.

Listed below are the Vatican document’s 
seven ways to carry out what the encycli-
cal teaches.

Each category includes ideas from the 
archdiocese’s action plan on how Catho-
lics can bring those markers to life in their 
personal lives and homes or at their par-
ishes, schools and institutions:
1.  Response to the cry of the earth: 
greater use of clean renewable energy and 
reduction of fossil fuels in order to achieve 
carbon neutrality, efforts to protect and 
promote biodiversity guaranteeing access 
to clean water for all.

Possible actions: sealing or caulking 
around windows and door frames; turn-
ing off light sources when not needed; 
adjusting temperatures to 70 degrees or 
lower in winter and 80 degrees or higher 
in summer; reducing water consumption; 
replacing light bulbs with LED bulbs; cre-
ating gardens; developing a facilities plan 
for parishes or schools and action steps 
to reduce emissions; introducing storm 
water and pollution reduction methods; 
beginning a parish or school composting 
programme; and installing solar panels on 
property.
2.  Response to the cry of the poor: de-
fence of human life from conception to 
death and all forms of life on earth, with 
special attention to vulnerable groups such 
as indigenous communities, migrant chil-

dren at risk through slavery, etc.
Possible actions: volunteering to do a 

parish clean-up; assisting vulnerable per-
sons; supporting charity programs includ-
ing Catholic Charities and Catholic Relief 
Services; contributing food or financial 
donations to your parish food pantry; de-
veloping or expanding parish emergency 
funds to help individuals with energy, wa-
ter and other bills; and volunteering with a 
local ‘clean the waterways’ project.

3.  Ecological economics: sustainable pro-
duction, fair trade, ethical consumption, 
ethical investments, divestment from fos-
sil fuels and any economic activity harm-
ful to the planet and the people, investment 
in renewable energy, etc.

Possible actions: reducing food waste; 
reducing meat-based meals; starting a 
home garden; composting food scraps; 
buying locally produced and prepared 
food; buying fair-trade and sustainably-
produced food; and starting a parish gar-
den.

4.  Adoption of a simple lifestyle: sobri-
ety (intense focus) in the use of resources 
and energy, avoid single-use plastic, adopt 
a more plant-based diet and reduce meat 
consumption, greater use of public trans-
port and avoid polluting modes of trans-
portation, etc.

Possible actions: cutting down or elimi-
nating single-use plastic such as water bot-
tles; buying fewer nonessential items; cut-
ting down or eliminating foam-based food 
containers; encouraging recycling, wast-
ing less and avoiding throwing away food 
whenever possible; driving less; and taking 
time to pray and give thanks.
5.  Ecological education: rethink and rede-
sign educational curricula and educational 
institution reform in the spirit of integral 
ecology to create ecological awareness and 
action, promoting the ecological vocation 
of young people, teachers and leaders of 
education, etc.

Possible actions: organising local envi-
ronmental educational trips; finding nature 

preserves in the area; expanding parish and 
school libraries with resources promoting 
the vision of Laudato Si’; incorporating 
Church teaching on care for the environ-
ment into faith formation programs; and 
involving parish religious education pro-
grammes, youth ministries and Catho-
lic schools in living out the teachings of 
Laudato Si’.
6. Ecological spirituality: recover a reli-
gious vision of God’s creation, encourage 
greater contact with the natural world in a 
spirit of wonder, praise, joy and gratitude, 
promote creation-centred liturgical cel-
ebrations, develop catechesis prayer, re-
treats, formation, etc.

Possible actions: homilies on pro-life 
values and integration of Catholic social 
and moral teaching regarding care for 
creation; participating in the annual arch-
diocesan “Green Mass”; bringing in ex-
pert speakers for conversations at parish 
or school events; and offering parish and 
school events and formation opportuni-
ties promoting the Church’s teaching on 
climate change and social, racial and envi-
ronmental justice.
7.  Emphasis on community involvement 
and participatory action: to care for crea-
tion at the local, regional, national and in-
ternational levels (promote advocacy and 
people’s campaigns, encourage rootedness 
in local territory and neighbourhood eco-
systems, etc.)

Possible actions: using parish and Cath-
olic school communications, including so-
cial media, to spread the message of Laud-
ato Si’ and put its teachings into action; 
form parish social concerns teams that fo-
cus on integral ecology; engage ministries 
and groups in collaborative ecological ef-
forts; connect with other parishes through 
the Washington Archdiocesan Care for 
Creation Committee; and connect to in-
terfaith groups focusing on environmental 
advocacy. — CNS
The full text of the Vatican dicastery’s 
document can be found at https://bit.
ly/3k9oOVt.
The full action plan released by the 
Archdiocese of Washington can be found 
at  https://adw.org.

Practical steps for caring for creation

Students at St Francis International School in Silver Spring, Md., tend the lettuce and other 
greens in the school garden as part of their environmental science curriculum in this 2018 file 
photo. (CNS file photo/Andrew Biraj, Catholic Standard)

POLAND: An ecumenical pilgrimage is 
underway in favour of addressing climate 
change and assuring solidarity to those 
most affected. It started on Aug 14 in 
Zielona Góra, Poland, and will conclude 
in Glasgow, Scotland, in time for the start 
of the annual United Nations Climate 
Conference.

The pilgrimage will take the partici-
pants to Glasgow, Scotland, in time for the 
start of the annual United Nations Climate 
Conference (COP26), which will take 
place in November.

Some 30 pilgrims have joined the initia-
tive organised by the Institute for Church 
and Society of the Protestant Church of 
Westphalia, with support from the Pol-
ish Bishops’ Conference, the Evangeli-
cal Church of Poland, and the Bishop 
of the Evangelical Church of Berlin and 
Brandenburg, Christian Stäblein.

The group will travel a total of 1,450 
kilometres with 77 stops along the way.

The news portal Cathobel of the Catho-
lic Church in Belgium reported that the 
ecumenical pilgrimage aims to highlight 
that, despite the momentary reduction in 
polluting and environmentally harmful 

activities due to the pandemic, with the 
return to normalcy there is still excessive 
consumption of resources, a shocking and 
silent extinction of millions of plants and 
animals, and a serious climate crisis.

They hope underscore the urgency of 
the situation, get people in involved in 
doing what is possible to address the 
crisis, and assure those most affected re-

ceive solidarity.
The UK will host the 26th UN Cli-

mate Change Conference of the Parties 
(COP26) in Glasgow on October 31 – No-
vember 12, 2021.

The COP26 summit will bring more 
than 190 world leaders together in hope 
for meaningful action to be agreed upon, 
to work towards the goals of the Paris 

Agreement and the UN Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change.

In the lead-up to the summit, representa-
tives of national governments, civil soci-
ety, companies and people on the frontline 
of climate change have been meeting in 
various parts of the world in order to bring 
momentum for climate action. — Vatican 
News

Pilgrims marching from Poland to Scotland for climate justice

Global Climate Strike in Germany, Mar 19, 2021. (Unsplash/Mika Baumeister)
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KABUL: Christians are being urged 
to pray for people in Afghanistan as 
persecution is likely to rise due to the 
Taliban takeover.

Christians in the middle eastern 
nation already face being killed or 
imprisoned for their faith. However, 
Christian charity Release Interna-
tional fears persecution will become 
even worse under the Taliban’s rul-
ing.

“Even before the Taliban came to 
power in Afghanistan, the country 
has been going up the ranks of the 
most difficult countries in the world 
to be a Christian. For example, if 
you change your faith from Muslim 
to Christian in Afghanistan, that’s 
considered apostasy. You can be 
sentenced to death or imprisoned for 
doing that,” Release International’s 
Andrew Boyd told Premier.

A Christian contact of one Release 
International partner described the 
situation as “dire”.

“Our brothers and sisters in Christ 
are telling us how afraid they are. In 
the areas that the Taliban now con-

trol, girls are not allowed to go to 
school and women are not allowed 
to leave their homes without a male 
companion.”

The Taliban have pledged to pre-
vent what they see as the westernisa-
tion of women. It was the Pakistan 

Taliban who shot 15-year-old Mala-
la Yousafzai for going to school and 
telling the world about it in a blog.

Boyd thinks it is actually women 
who will play a key role in keeping 
churches alive in the country: “The 
position of women in Afghanistan 

has changed substantially. Women 
have become far more educated. 
And it’s possible the women may 
play a significant role in the under-
ground church in the years to come. 
So the Church in Afghanistan is very 
well placed to function underground 
under extreme persecution, but they 
need our prayers,” he said.

He went on to encourage Chris-
tians to not only pray for the situa-
tion in Afghanistan but also to act as 
“light and salt”.

“The good news here is that the 
UK has the accepted report by the 
Bishop of Truro, that goes back a lit-
tle bit now, which is implementing 
government policy to actually put 
religious freedom and human rights 
right at the centre of our dealings 
internationally. This is a long-term 
issue, but we do need to recognise 
our calling, to engage, to be salt and 
light and to press for righteousness 
and the oppressed, to make a dif-
ference. We’re called to do it and 
we need to do it,” he concluded. —                                 
mattersindia.com

Christian persecution set 
to rise in Afghanistan after 
Taliban take over

Afghan civilians fleeing to Pakistan in what risks soon becoming a 
humanitarian emergency. (Vatican News)

VATICAN: Pope Francis ex-
pressed his concern over the situa-
tion in Afghanistan on Aug 15. He 
asked everyone to unite in praying 
to “the God of peace so that the 
clamour of weapons might cease 
and solutions can be found at the 
table of dialogue.” 

He said only in this way can 
the “battered population of that 
country – men, women, elderly 
and children” be able to “return 
to their own homes, and live in 
peace and security, in total mutual 
respect”. — Vatican News

Pope prays 
for peace in 
Afghanistan

KABUL: A Catholic charitable or-
ganisation working in Afghanistan 
said on Sunday that it fears for the 
safety of Christians in the country, 
and that the group may need to 
suspend its activities as instability 
increases.

Caritas Italiana, a charity of the 
Italian Catholic bishops, has been 
present in Afghanistan since the 
1990s. In a press release on Aug 
15, the organisation said its current 
focus in Afghanistan is on helping 
vulnerable minors.

“But the instability of the situa-
tion will lead to the suspension of 

all activities,” the statement said, 
adding that “fears are growing 
about the possibility of maintain-
ing a presence even in the future, 
as well as for the safety of the few 
Afghans of Christian belief.”

Caritas Italiana also said the few 
Catholic priests and religious in Af-
ghanistan are also being left with 
no choice but to leave.

The Christian community is very 
small in the Islamic country, where 
Afghan people can be ostracised or 
can even face violence and death 
for professing the Christian faith. In 
2018, there were an estimated 200 

Catholics in the country.
There is a single Catholic 

Church, located in the Italian em-
bassy in Kabul, which is operated 
under the Catholic mission sui juris 
of Afghanistan.

“The Christian community is a 
small but significant community 
which in recent years has shown 
attention towards the poorest and 
most fragile,” Caritas Italiana said.

The organisation stated that “af-
ter a twenty-year war of incalcula-
ble human cost and billions of eu-
ros in expenditure, the withdrawal 
of the US military is leaving the 

country in a tragic void.”
“As always, the weakest will pay 

the highest price, already in the tens 
of thousands fleeing the combat 
zones, while the Taliban are now in 
the capital, Kabul.”

“Together with the staff of the 
embassies, even the very few 
priests, and men and women re-
ligious who are in Kabul, are pre-
paring for their forced return,” the 
charity said.

Caritas Italiana said it is assessing 
the situation of Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan at the Afghanistan border.

“In these hours, a growing mass 

of refugees are fleeing the war 
zones, increasing the pressure in 
the direction of the surrounding 
countries,” it said. “Even Western 
countries will find themselves fac-
ing increasing pressure from people 
fleeing this country.”

The Italian charity said in the 
2000s it supported a large pro-
gramme of emergency aid, rehabili-
tation, and development in Afghan-
istan, including the construction of 
four schools and 100 houses, and 
the return of 483 refugee families to 
the Panshir valley. — By Hannah 
Brockhaus, CNA

Who are the Taliban?
The Taliban, which means “students” in the 
Pashto language, have been waging an insur-
gency against the Western-backed government 
in Kabul since they were ousted from power 
in 2001.

Emerging in the early 1990s in northern 
Pakistan following the withdrawal of Soviet 
troops from Afghanistan, it is believed that 
the predominantly Pashtun movement first ap-
peared in religious seminaries — mostly paid 
for by money from Saudi Arabia —which 
preached a hardline form of Sunni Islam.

Afghans, weary of the Mujahideen’s excess-
es and infighting after the Soviets were driven 
out, generally welcomed the Taliban when 
they first appeared on the scene. Their early 
popularity was largely due to their success in 
stamping out corruption, curbing lawlessness 
and making the roads and the areas under their 
control safe for commerce to flourish.

But the Taliban also introduced or supported 

punishments in line with their strict interpreta-
tion of Syariah law — such as public execu-
tions of convicted murderers and adulterers, 
and amputations for those found guilty of theft. 
Men were required to grow beards and women 
had to wear the all-covering burka.

The Taliban also banned television, music 
and cinema, and disapproved of girls aged 10 
and over going to school. They were accused 
of various human rights and cultural abuses. 
One notorious example was in 2001, when the 
Taliban went ahead with the destruction of the 
famous Bamiyan Buddha statues in central Af-
ghanistan, despite international outrage.

The attention of the world was drawn to the 
Taliban in Afghanistan in the wake of the 11 
September 2001 World Trade Centre attacks in 
New York. The Taliban were accused of pro-
viding a sanctuary for the prime suspects — 
Osama Bin Laden and his al-Qaeda movement.

Despite being ousted from power, the Tali-
ban continued a guerrilla war against the West-

ern-backed governments and US-led forces in 
the country during which 457 British military 
personnel and 2,448 American service mem-
bers have died in the conflict.

What is their mission in Afghanistan?
The promise made by the Taliban — in Pashtun 
areas straddling Pakistan and Afghanistan — 
was to restore peace and security and enforce 
their own austere version of Syariah, or Islamic 
law, once in power.

Those unable to leave the country will have 
to adapt to a way of life they have not seen in 
two decades.

When they last ruled Afghanistan from 1996 
to 2001, women could not work, girls were not 
allowed to attend school and women had to 
cover their face and be accompanied by a male 
relative if they wanted to venture out of their 
homes. Music, TV and cinema were banned.

The group has said it will end mixed-gender 
education and return Islamic law to a central 

place in society.
During talks over a political settlement in re-

cent years, Taliban leaders made assurances to 
the West that women would enjoy equal rights 
in accordance with what was granted by Islam, 
including the ability to work and be educated.

Earlier this year, the Taliban said it wanted 
a “genuine Islamic system” that would make 
provisions for women’s and minority rights, in 
line with cultural traditions and religious rules.

But earlier this month, fighters from the 
group walked into the offices of a bank in 
Kandahar and ordered nine women working 
there to leave. The gunmen escorted them to 
their homes and told them not to return to their 
jobs. Instead, they explained that male relatives 
could take their place, according to three of the 
women involved and the bank’s manager.

The incident is an early sign that some of 
the rights won by Afghan women over the 20 
years since the hardline movement was toppled 
could be reversed. — Agencies

The Taliban and their rise to power

Catholic charity concerned for safety of Christians in Afghanistan

PRAY FOR
AFGHANISTAN
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Afghan women’s rights in 
firing line as Taliban take over

KABUL: Aisha Khurram spent 
a sleepless first night under Tali-
ban rule, the sound of gunfire and 
evacuation planes puncturing the 
silence as she reflected on a day 
that “shattered our souls and spir-
its to the core.”

“It was like a doomsday for the 
entire nation to see everything col-
lapse in the blink of an eye,” she 
said, in a series of messages via 
Twitter on Aug 16 after Taliban 
fighters swept into Kabul, and her 
neighbourhood, uncontested.

Khurram, a 22-year-old former 
youth representative to the United 
Nations, is just months away from 
graduating from Kabul University. 
But she and fellow female students 
now face an uncertain future.

“The world and Afghan lead-
ers failed the younger generation 
of Afghanistan in the cruellest 
way imaginable,” she said. “It is 
a nightmare for educated women 
who envisioned a brighter future 
for themselves and generations to 
come.”

In the weeks leading up to their 
return to power, the Taliban’s lead-
ers have strived to portray a softer 
image than when they last ruled 
Afghanistan between 1996 and 
2001.

But women struggle to take 

comfort from such assurances. Un-
der the hardline version of Syariah 
law that the Taliban imposed the 
last time they controlled the capi-
tal, women and girls were mostly 
denied education or employment. 
Full-face coverings became man-
datory in public and they could not 
leave home without a male com-
panion.

Public floggings and executions, 
including stoning for adultery, 
were carried out in city squares 

and stadiums.
The Taliban’s ouster did not 

spell the end of abuses. Women 
often remained marginalised, es-
pecially in rural areas.

But over the last two decades, 
significant progress was made in 
cities, with women filling univer-
sities and entering the workforce 
in ambitious positions in the me-
dia, politics, the judiciary and even 
the security forces.

Prominent women in Kabul 

have taken to social media to ex-
press their pain, for both a coun-
try and a way of life, now that the 
Taliban are back in control.

“I start my day looking at the 
empty streets of Kabul, horri-
fied for its people,” wrote Fawzia 
Koofi, a rights activist and politi-
cian, and Afghanistan’s former 
deputy speaker of parliament. 
“History repeats itself so quickly.”

“The fear just sits inside your 
chest like a black bird,” added 
Muska Dastageer, a lecturer at the 
American University of Afghani-
stan, which opened its doors five 
years after the Taliban were oust-
ed. “It opens its wings and you 
can't breathe.”

The Twitter timeline of Rada 
Akbar, a 33-year-old photogra-
pher, was littered with broken 
heart emojis. “My beloved Af-
ghanistan collapsed before my 
eyes,” one post read.

Another entry shared a now vi-
ral photograph of a man painting 
over pictures of smiling brides on 
the front of a hairdresser. “Erasing 
women from the public space,” 
she wrote.

Akbar is known for her striking 
self-portraits that were both a dec-
laration of her independence and 
heritage. An exhibition she held 

earlier this year was forced online 
after she faced threats for her work 
showcasing some of the nation’s 
powerful female figures.

On Aug 16 morning, her fear 
was palpable. “I want to become 
invisible and hide from the world,” 
read her latest tweet.

Two days before the Taliban 
took power, the UN refugee agen-
cy was already warning that 80 
percent of the nearly a quarter of 
a million Afghans forced to flee 
since the end of May are women 
and children. On Aug 14, UN sec-
retary-general Antonio Guterres 
said the rights of Afghan girls and 
women were being “ripped away” 
in areas that the Taliban had al-
ready seized.

Sahraa Karimi, one of Afghani-
stan's most prominent women 
filmmakers, said she had no plans 
to leave.

“I will not abandon my country 
until the last moment,” she said in 
a video posted on Twitter, wiping 
away tears. “Perhaps many will 
think this is foolishness. But fool-
ishness is what was done by those 
who abused our homeland ... Fool-
ishness is what the world showed 
by turning its back on us.” — AFP

Source: ucanews.com

Jesuits pray for Afghanistan, stranded confreres
NEW DELHI: Two Jesuits strand-
ed in strife-torn Afghanistan have 
sought prayers as the Taliban mili-
tants took control of the mountain-
ous landlocked country.

“Thank you for your continuous 
prayers for our safety. The way the 
situation is changing in the country, 
it is anyone’s guess … safety does 
not make sense here. It is a chaotic 
situation,” Fr Jerome Sequeira, the 
country head of the Jesuit mission 
in Afghanistan, says in a letter to his 
friends and colleagues.

Fr Sequeira had gone to the Ka-
bul airport to take the 10:45 flight 
to India. “The airport resembled a 
chaotic railway station,” he said 
August 16 evening from “a secure 
place” in the city.

“I came to this country in 2006. 
I have never witnessed such a 
breakdown of system in the past 15 
years,” he added.

In his letter to friends, he narrated 
how he had to drag his luggage as 
large crowds and vehicles filled the 
road.

“Thousands of people are try-
ing to flee. I managed to reach 
the second gate but then Taliban 
were shooting in the air and trying 
to control the crowd. Before my 
reaching it, thousands of people had 
managed to enter the airport build-
ing but the entire airport staff had 
abandoned the place. Without any 
security checks or boarding passes 
people got into the plane,” Fr Se-

queira continued.
He referred to images in social 

media platforms showing people 
sitting on the wings of the aircraft. 
“In this chaotic situation, no flight 
will land at the moment. Seeing this 
senseless situation, no country will 
dare to fly to Kabul. It was a ter-
rifying experience,” said the Jesuit 
priest who works for the Jesuit Ref-
ugee Service.

The other Jesuit, Fr Robert Rod-
rigues from Karnataka, is stuck in 
Bamiyan in central Afghanistan. 
He had got into Bamiyan airport 
August 15 evening, checked in and 
was waiting for the UN flight to 

land. The flight from Bamiyan to 
Kabul takes only 25 minutes.

“The situation changed so dra-
matically, the entire airport security 
personnel just abandoned the air-
port. We made sure of the safety of 
Robert and today he is much better 
and more relaxed. We are seeking 
possible ways to evacuate him from 
Bamiyan to Kabul through the help 
of UN agencies,” Fr Sequeira said.

According to him, the Taliban is 
busy taking over government sys-
tems and installing their own mem-
bers. “They are not harming civil-
ians at the moment but that may 
come once they have fully captured 

all the systems of the country. They 
have the list of all organisations 
and individual profiles too. In some 
places, they have started door-to-
door enquiries about the personnel 
of the organisation,” Fr Sequeira’s 
letter explains.

He said the Jesuit Refugee Ser-
vice has indefinitely suspended its 
activities in Afghanistan “and all 
are hibernating in their homes or 
communities.”

“All flights are cancelled and it 
all depends on the agreement be-
tween UN bodies and the Taliban. 
The entire JRS body is putting all 
efforts for evacuating me and Rob-

ert. At the moment, I am safe,” Fr 
Sequeira writes.

Did the international commu-
nity invest so much and establish 
so much in the past 20 years, just 
to hand it over to the Taliban in a 
matter of days? “Beyond my imagi-
nation to believe,” says the Jesuit 
priest.

Fr Sequeira says nobody was 
prepared for the Taliban takeover 
of Kabul. “With the way the Tali-
ban took over the provinces, all 
thought it would take some 90 days 
for them to reach Kabul. But they 
reached the capital in ten days,” he 
adds.

The Jesuits came to Afghanistan 
in 2004 to help the Afghan people 
rebuild their war-ravaged nation 
through education.

The JRS launched programmes 
to educate the youth, especially the 
internally displaced persons, return-
ees from neighbouring countries 
and other vulnerable sections.

The Jesuits have trained more 
than 300 young teachers and, 
through them, were educating more 
than 25,000 children in four prov-
inces.

Young girls were major ben-
eficiaries of the Jesuit mission in a 
country still haunted by memories 
of the Taliban’s misogynist rule 
before it was toppled in 2001. The 
Indian Jesuits were also involved 
in livelihood interventions. —                          
mattersindia.com 

Jesuits working for the Jesuit Refugee Service in Afghanistan are still stranded in the country. (Asianews photo)

PRAY FOR
AFGHANISTAN

A file photo of a teacher teaches the Quran at an Islamic school in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, on Sept 4, 2011. (Asianews photo)



HERALD August 22, 2021Spiritual Reflection14

What is the Eucharist? 
What is supposed to 
happen when we gather 

to celebrate the ritual that Jesus 
gave us at the Last Supper and 
asked us to perpetuate until his re-
turn? Is this meant to be a family 
meal or a re-enactment of Jesus’ 
sacrificial death? Is it meant to 
look like the old Latin Mass or like 
it does in most churches today? 

There are no simple answers to 
these questions because there is no 
one theology (to the exclusion of 
all others) of the Eucharist, even 
in the New Testament. Rather, 
there are various theologies of the 
Eucharist, complementary to be 
sure, but each emphasising differ-
ent aspects of a reality that is too 
rich to capture in a single concept. 
What is the Eucharist?

In essence, the Eucharist is a 
reality with these interpenetrating 
dimensions.

1. The Eucharist is God’s 
physical embrace of us. With-
out the Eucharist, as Andre 
Dubus asserts, God becomes 
a monologue. The Eucharist is 
where God touches us physi-
cally. It is the place where 
God is still taking on physical 
flesh. 
2. The Eucharist is a meal we 

share together. The Last Sup-
per was many things, but it 
was also a meal, a time of hu-
man fellowship, a celebration 
at table. So too for the Eucha-
rist. It is many things, but it 
is also a table for a family to 
gather around, where joy can 
be shared and where it is safe 
to break down in sorrow.
3. The Eucharist is an inten-
sification of our union with 
each other inside the Body of 
Christ. As disciples of Jesus, 
we too constitute the Body 
of Christ. At a Eucharist, not 
just the bread and wine are 
changed into the body and 
blood of Christ, so too are we, 
the people. That is why St Au-
gustine, when giving out com-
munion, would sometimes 
say, “Receive what you are.” 
4. The Eucharist is a sacri-
fice. It is a making memorial 
(Zikkaron) of the saving event 
of Jesus’ death. In short, it is 
the Christian Passover supper. 
The Eucharistic prayer does 
not just ask God to change the 
bread and wine into the body 
and blood of Christ, it also 
asks God to make the saving 
event of Jesus’ death available 
for us to participate within to-

day. 
5. The Eucharist is the new 
manna. Just as God fed his 
people in the desert with man-
na each day, so now, daily, 
God feeds his people with 
bread from heaven (his motif 
is particularly strong in John’s 
Gospel.)
6. The Eucharist is a vigil act. 
Jesus told us to celebrate the 
Eucharist so as to wait for his 
return. We celebrate Eucharist 
as a vigil. As Gerhard Lohfink 
puts it: “The early apostolic 
communities cannot be un-
derstood outside of the matrix 
of intense expectation. They 

were communities imminent-
ly awaiting Christ's return. 
They gathered in Eucharist, 
among other reasons, to fos-
ter and sustain this awareness, 
namely, that they were living 
in wait, waiting for Christ’s 
return.” At the Eucharist, we 
meet with each other in vigil 
to stay awake for Jesus’ re-
turn.
7. The Eucharist is a washing 
of each other's feet. The Gos-
pel of John does not mention 
bread and wine at the Last 
Supper; instead, where the 
other Evangelists and St Paul 
highlight Jesus changing the 
bread and wine into his body 
and blood, John substitutes a 
basin and towel for the bread 
and wine. Why? Among other 
reasons, to teach that this kind 
of humble action towards 
each other, washing each oth-
er’s feet, is one of the major 
meanings of the Eucharist. 
8. The Eucharist is a prayer 
for the world, making Christ’s 
flesh food for the life of the 
world. It is a prayer for God’s 
help for the whole world. 
Akin to a “Quaker Silence”, it 
brings the helplessness of the 
world to God and asks God 

to do for it what it cannot do 
for itself — bring about peace 
and justice.
9. The Eucharist is a sacra-
ment of reconciliation and 
forgiveness. We go to Eucha-
rist to have our sins forgiven, 
to be as sinners at table with 
Jesus.
10. Finally, the Eucharist is 
the ultimate religious ritual 
through which we sustain 
ourselves in faith, discipleship 
and community. We gather 
for Eucharist in order to stay 
alive. A Eucharist gathering 
is analogous to an Alcohol-
ics’ Anonymous meeting. We 
gather because, without this 
regular ritual gathering, our 
faith, discipleship, and com-
munity would eventually fall 
apart. In the words of Ronald 
Knox, the Eucharist is our one 
great act of fidelity to Jesus. 
Truth be told, we are not ever 
really faithful to the Gospels; 
we don’t love our enemies 
and don’t turn the other cheek, 
but we are faithful in one ma-
jor way, we keep the Eucharist 
going – and that single act is 
going to save us. 

— By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights 
reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

The richness of  
the Eucharist

So often we are tempted to just 
rattle away the psalms in our 

group morning or evening prayer. 
Psalms are meant to be read slowly 
and meditated on deeply to nour-
ish our prayer life. This is because 
the psalms are written with various 
themes and it is only when we can 
enter into the mind and heart of the 
psalmist that we benefit spiritually. 
These psalms came to be recited 
and sung in cultic settings in the 
liturgical life of the Israelites. 

Athanasius of Alexandria said 
that the psalms are “a mirror in 
which you contemplate yourself 
and the movements of your soul.” 
This has become the practice of the 
Church from its beginnings until 

now so that the psalms give nour-
ishment to a person either in public 
or private worship. Therefore, it is 
important for us to understand that 
psalms of praise are not psalms 
of lament or supplication, royal 
psalms are not psalms of creation 
and salvation, though these themes 
may at times intermingle with one 
another.

Psalms of Supplication (1) 
Psalms 41-42 (42-43) Everyday 
Prayer Week 2 Mon Morning 
Prayer page 476 and Week 2 Tue 
Morning Prayer page 486. Verse 
numbering may vary.

These two psalms were original-
ly one with the refrain, “Why are 
you cast down my soul, why groan 

within me…” being repeated in 
42:5, 11 and 43:5. It is an individ-
ual lament. The psalm speaks of 
either a priest or a Levite in exile 
in the north who is yearning to go 
down to the south where he could 
worship God with the community 
in the Temple in Jerusalem. He 
compares this longing to the deer 
yearning for water. 

Geographically, the psalmist 
is at Mt Hermon where the river 
Jordan has its source. The image 
of water now leads him to speak 
of his soul which thirsts for God. 
However, his suffering and his 
tribulation deepens as he speaks 
of the ‘deep’ which is tehom, the 
chaotic waters at the beginning 

of creation. He describes it as the 
‘roar of waters’ which could lead 
a suffering person to Sheol (42:7). 
The psalmist feels he is abandoned 
by God and he goes through this 
gnawing pain, “Why are you cast 
down, my soul, why groan within 
me? (42:5). The word that is trans-
lated as ‘soul’ is nephesh, which 
designates the whole person, body, 
mind and spirit. 

The psalmist can recall the joy-
ful times when he was in the Tem-
ple of Jerusalem. He was able to 
be part of the community in their 
liturgical services. In fact, he was 
even at the forefront leading the 
rejoicing people into the house 
of God. In his mind he could re-
play the loud cries of the crowd as 
they sang their thanksgiving. The 
“throng was wild with joy” (42:4).

Therefore, the pain of this ab-
sence of the Lord’s presence now 
is unbearable. It is further aggra-
vated by the continuous taunt by 
the enemies of the psalmist. They 
torment him by jeering at him day 
and night, “Where is your God?” 
When enemies oppress him, he is 
drawn to feel more intensely this 
abandonment and rejection by 
God. His foes do not relent. “With 
cries that pierce me to the heart, 
my enemies revile me” (42:10); 
This pain is like a sword in my 

bones (Hebrew).
What seems interesting in the 

psalm are the feelings of dejection 
and confidence which are placed 
side by side. The person singing 
this psalm has not given up. He 
might experience the sadness that 
comes from God’s absence, but 
he is also lifted up by the fact that 
the Lord will send him his loving 
kindness (hesed). He can still hope 
in this God and can sing praise to 
him. In spite of the enemies’ taunts 
he can ask God to send his ‘light 
and his truth’ which will be his 
guides to lead him to the Temple 
where he will be able to thank his 
God (43:3-4).

Christ experienced agony in the 
garden of Gethsemane when he 
said, “My soul is very sorrowful.” 
The cross was something he had to 
face himself. At Calvary, we can 
imagine the taunts of those who 
passed by, the chief priests, scribes 
and elders. The same question hits 
all of us who feel the absence of 
God in our troubles, afflictions and 
pain. We cry out to God. We de-
sire his presence once more in our 
lives. We want him to send us his 
light and his truth so that we may 
discern his plans for us. Others 
may mock and ridicule us, but our 
unshakeable hope rests in God. — 
By Msgr James Gnanapiragasam

Our yearning for God
Reflecting on the Psalms
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blessed
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Father

Dear children,

When Jesus lived on 
earth, He went around 
helping people. He 
healed the sick, made 
the blind see and made 
the lame walk. Af-
ter Jesus had healed 
someone, it was not 
unusual to hear some-
one in the crowd ask, 
"Who is this man?" 
Children, if some-

one asked you, "Who 
is Jesus?" what would 
your answer be?
I hope your answer is 

the same answer that 
Peter gave when Jesus 
asked it. 
Peter bravely de-

clared that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son 
of the living God! Pe-
ter believed that Jesus 
was the Son of the liv-
ing God.
Children, in the midst 

of the pandemic, may 
our faith be steadfast 
and our belief in Jesus 
firm. He is our Lord 
and is truly the Son of 
the living God.  

Aunty Eliz

Jesus said He is the living bread that 
came down from heaven (John 5:51)

Can you match the first parts with the 
second parts of what Jesus told the 

people in John 5: 51-59?

Answer: A-2, B-6, C-7, D-4, E-1, F-5, G-3

Word Search 

Jesus told the people that He is the 
Bread of Life and that He would give 

Himself to them as food.
Connect the dots to see how He gives 

Himself to us today.

Psalm 34 Crossword
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KABUL: It’s been almost 
20 years since US military 
forces came to Afghanistan 

in pursuit of al Qaeda leader Osa-
ma bin Laden, the master mind of 
the World Trade Centre attack. 
Now, all foreign forces will be leav-
ing the country by the end of Au-
gust.

It has also been almost two decades since 
Pope John Paul II launched an organisation 
dedicated to saving the children of Afghani-
stan. And the Catholic sisters who teach dis-
abled kids there, under the auspices of that 
organisation, will not be going home.

Srs Teresia Crasta, 50, an Indian from the 
Institute of the Child Mary, and Shahnaz 
Bhatti, a Sister of Charity of St Joan Antida 
from Pakistan, work at the Pro Bambini di 
Kabul (Pbk) school, started by an organisa-
tion founded in response to John Paul II’s ap-
peal to “save Afghan children.” It is the only 
school of its kind in Afghanistan, taking in 
50 children between the ages of six and 12 
with developmental delays, including some 
with Down syndrome. 

“Our aim is to develop their potential and, 
when possible, to allow them to be included 

in the education system,” Teresia told Asi-
aNews.

The kids’ families are very poor and do not 
have the means to take care of them. “In Af-
ghanistan, children are often traumatised in 
the womb, and it is not uncommon for them 
to be born with problems, malformations or 
some form of disability,” Sr Teresia said.

The pupils come from neighbourhoods 
“where not a day goes by without an explo-
sion,” Sr Shahnaz added. “Despite the risks, 
we chose not to settle in the safer green zone 
because we wanted to live among ordinary 
people.”

In spite of worries that Afghanistan might 
soon revert to a regime where women are 
second class citizens and girls are denied ed-
ucation, the sisters at Pbk plan to increase the 
school’s enrolment to 60 pupils. In addition, 
a new sister will be joining the staff, and the 
Pbk will be offering a scholarship for young 
women who show promise in becoming citi-
zens who will work to build up society. 

Sr Shahnaz said that although the sisters 
cannot profess their faith in public, “every-
one knows that we are Christians.”

“They respect us and appreciate the way 
we welcome anyone in need,” she said. “We 
have many friends here and for the rest we 
rely on God.” — By John Burger, Aleteia Shutterstock/ehasdemir

Catholic sisters stay 
in Afghanistan as 

foreign forces pull out

Birmingham set to welcome COP 26 relay walkers
ST IVES, Cornwall: Pilgrims from the 
Young Christian Climate Network (YCCN) 
are walking 750 miles, in relays, from St 
Ives in Cornwall to Glasgow, arriving in 
November for the meeting of World Lead-
ers at the G7 Climate Change Conference. 
The walk is being sponsored by the Pas-
sionists, who have members in Coventry 
and Birmingham.

Along the route they will be joined by lo-
cal walkers, and they will draw attention to 
the climate crisis. They are stopping at ten 
cities and will be in the Birmingham District 
for ten days. They will walk from Leaming-
ton to Coventry on Saturday, August 21, ar-

riving in Coventry Cathedral Ruins.
They will be welcomed into the Cathe-

dral Ruins by Rev Su McClellan and lo-
cal campaigners for a short act of worship. 
They have been offered overnight hospital-
ity by the Salvation Army and meals will 
be provided by parishioners of St Thomas 
More RC church, Knoll Drive, and staff and 
friends at the Salvation Army.

This is a great opportunity for everyone in 
Coventry, for churches, youth groups, and 
people of all ages to walk, meet the walk-
ers, discuss climate issues, and learn how 
we can make a difference to save our planet. 
— ICN
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VATICAN: The actor who plays Jesus in the 
internet series The Chosen met Pope Francis 
on Wednesday, fulfilling a lifelong dream as 
he visits Rome to view pilgrimage sites re-
lated to the Gospels.

Jonathan Roumie, a Catholic, who since 
2019 has brought Christ to the screen for 
the evangelical Christian-produced series, 
said that meeting the Pope was “a childhood 
dream realised.”

“From the time I was a kid, I always want-
ed to meet the Pope and go to World Youth 
Day, and I never knew how to do that. My 
parents were immigrants, so that wasn’t 
something that they knew about,” Roumie 
said after meeting the pope on Aug 11.

The actor addressed the Pope in Spanish 
and asked Francis to pray for him as he con-
tinues to portray Jesus in the internet series.

“His eyes kind of lit up when I said that,” 
the actor said.

Dallas Jenkins, the director of The Cho-
sen, also met Pope Francis at the end of the 
Pope’s general audience in Vatican City’s 
Paul VI Hall. 

Jenkins, an evangelical Christian, said that 
the experience was “less of a personal thing,” 
but that the audience was really interesting.

“When I met him, I said, ‘I’m a Protestant, 

but I’m making a show about Jesus that peo-
ple of all faiths appreciate,’” Jenkins said.

The Pope’s response caught him by sur-
prise. 

Pope Francis “pointed to Jonathan and he 
said: ‘Is he Jesus?’ And I said, ‘yes.’ And he 
said, ‘Are you Judas?’ And I said, ‘no, no, 
no,’ and he laughed.”

“I really loved his sense of humour, and he 
just has a very sweet nature about him. So, 
for me, I appreciate all that even if I don’t 
relate to the formality of it,” Jenkins said.

During their time in Rome, the crew from 
The Chosen were able to visit historic Catho-
lic churches that contain the relics of apostles 
and other biblical characters depicted in the 
show. The churches include relics of St Mary 
Magdalene’s foot and St John the Baptist’s 
head, as well as the tombs of the apostles 
St James the Lesser and St Philip. — By 
Courtney Mares, CNA

KUCHING: As parishioners have not been 
physically present for Mass in church for many 
months, the EMPOWERED Ministry decided 
to conduct a series of sessions on the Mass for 
youth to gain a deeper understanding of the 
richness of the Mass and to be able to partici-
pate more fully at Mass, whether virtually or 
physically.

The five-part sessions were based on the 
study material A Biblical Walk Through the 
Mass: Understanding What We Say and Do in 
The Liturgy by Dr Edward Sri.

For five Friday evenings from June 11-23 
(with breaks in between), an average of 25–30 
attendees  came together to explore the biblical 
roots of the Mass liturgy and to discover what 
it all means and why it all matters.

The sessions started at 8.00pm with time of 
grace, followed by a brief introduction and the 
teaching video by Dr Edward Sri, before 
the participants concluded the evening 
with group discussion and prayer.

In summary, this biblical journey 
through the Mass focused on the fol-
lowing:

Introductory Rites — which opens 
the celebration of the Mass and pre-
pares the faithful for their sacred en-
counter with God in his Word and 
in the Eucharist. 

Then followed the two 
principal parts of the Mass 
— the Liturgy of the Word 
and 

the Liturgy of the Eucha-
rist, which forms one uni-
fied act of worship where 
the faithful are first nour-

ished at the table of God’s Word through the 
readings from Scripture and then the faithful 
receive our Lord’s Body in Holy Communion.

The Concluding Rites formally close the cel-
ebration and send the people forth to do good 
works and take Christ into the world.

The participants gained an enriching un-
derstanding of the Mass through learning the 
biblical background, and completed the series 

with renewed faith and deepening love for the 
Eucharist.

The next short series is scheduled to com-
mence in mid-August 2021 and will run until 
September or October 2021. Tune in to EM-
POWERED Social Media (fb.com/empow-
eredkch or IG: empoweredkch) for more info 
and registration. — Empowered Ministry 
Kuching, Today’ Catholic

Participants of the Biblical Walk Through the Mass session. (Empowered Ministry Kuching)

The Chosen actor Jonathan Roumie meets Pope Francis at the Vatican on Aug 11, 2021. (CNA 
photo/Vatican Media)

Pope Francis meets actor who 
plays Jesus in ‘The Chosen’

A Biblical Walk 
Through the Mass

A scene from The Chosen.

JAKARTA: Many young Catholics in In-
donesia are committed to a special training 
and study programme to become catechists. 
Those who come from families with much 
greater financial possibilities will go to uni-
versity or be able to pursue higher educa-
tion. Many others, although they come from 
families experiencing financial difficulties, 
can choose the path of formation to become 
catechists, which is not closed to anyone, 
since the Church considers it a ministry and 
a vocation.

Francis Xavier Rickoloes Pricorianto, a 
professional geologist from the diocese of 
Bogor, West Java shared with Fides. After 
years of working experience in remote ar-
eas with mining companies, of a national or 
international character in different areas of 
the country, Pricorianto was “called” spiritu-
ally to participate in a two-year training pro-
gramme on the Holy Scriptures. Animated 
by this training, students are motivated to be-
come evangelisers of others in their commu-
nity. Enthusiastic, Pricorianto offered to help 
Msgr Paskalis Bruno Syukur as an “evange-
liser”.

“Since last year, I have been officially com-
missioned by the diocese of Bogor to teach 
catechism to people who are preparing for 
baptism and confirmation”, Pricorianto told 
Fides. Many challenges are encountered in 
carrying out this spiritual mission “It happens 
quite often that members of the catechism 
class leave the programme due to an unfore-
seen event.  In these cases we see the zeal of 
the catechist who approaches each of the par-
ticipants, showing special personal attention, 
made up of understanding, empathy, consola-
tion, comfort, hope”. — Agenzia Fides

Young people 
become catechists 
by choice: 
a gift for the Church



HERALD August 22, 202118

memoriam
For enquiries, please contact:
Email: advertisement@herald.com.my
Tel: 03-2026 8290 / 03-2026 8291

          

          

‘Surely your goodness and love will follow me                     
all the days of my life, and I will dwell                                     

in the house of the Lord forever.’                                                   
(Psalm 23:6)

Fondly remembered and missed by loved ones.

8th Anniversary                                          
In Loving Memory of

Rev. Fr. Clement Bala 
13th Feb 1942 ~ 18th Aug 2013

22nd Anniversary
In Loving Memory of

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord,                                               
and let your perpetual light shine upon her.

May her soul rest in peace. 
Dearly missed and forever lovingly remembered by: 

Ferry Fernandez
Fabian
Sharren & Shirley Anne
Sara & Anba
Prema
Shereen, Sasha, Usha, Alisha, 
Shallern, Alwin & Allan Paul

Husband : 
Son : 

Daughters :
Sons-in-law : 

Daughter-in-law :
Grandchildren :

Stella Fernandez 
Departed: 
19-08-1999

JOHOR BAHRU: Fr Moses Lui Fook 
Soon passed away on Wednesday, Aug 
18 at 9.02pm at Graceville Home of the 
Elderly, MAJODI Centre.

He was diagnosed with diabetes four 
years ago and has been on dialysis for 
the last two years. The cause of death 
was septic shock. He was 70 years old. 

Fr Moses Lui was born in Kota Ting-
gi on October 28, 1950 to Joseph Lui 
Cheong Lin and Mary Leong Nyuk 
Lin, and was the youngest of three 
boys. After completing his Form 6 in 
1968, he joined the Minor Seminary in 
Singapore in 1969 and continued his 
priestly formation in the Penang Ma-
jor Seminary. He was ordained to the 
priesthood on December 13, 1975 by 
Rt Rev James Chan DD, the first Bish-
op of Malacca Johore Diocese, at the 
Church of St Louis, Kluang. 

After the completion of his Licentiate 
in Sacred Theology in 1981, he joined 

the teaching staff at the Major Semi-
nary in Penang in 1982. In 1983, upon 
the establishment of the Singapore 

Major Seminary, he lectured part time 
there while serving as the parish priest 
of the Parish of Christ the King. He was 
responsible for erecting the new church 
building in the parish. He also served 
for a second time in the College Gen-
eral from 1987 to 1996.

Besides the parishes that he served 
both in Melaka and Johor until his re-
tirement in 2018, Fr Lui also held many 
regional, Peninsular Malaysia and di-
ocesan responsibilities.

He was also a strong proponent of 
formation, especially in the Gospels, 
besides being active in developing  
Church, communities, leadership skills 
etc (with a special focus on Liturgy and 
Catechetics). 

The funeral Mass was held on Friday, 
August 20. Bishop Bernard Paul pre-
sided over the Mass, which was live-
streamed from the Chapel of St Francis 
of Assisi at Graceville, Majodi Centre.

Fr Moses Lui passes away

TELUPID, Sabah: Fr Jasery Emma-
nuel Gabuk of the Archdiocese of Kota 
Kinabalu breathed his last on Aug 17 
at 4.46pm in Telupid clinic. Before re-
turning to serve in Papar and Limba-
hau parish, he served in the Diocese of 
Sandakan for 10 years at St Martin’s 
Parish.

He passed away due to heart compli-
cations and breathing difficulties. He 
was 51.

When contacted, Archbishop John 
Wong of Kota Kinabalu said the re-
mains of the late Fr Jasery were placed 
in St Martin’s Church on the same day.

He was brought to Kota Kinabalu 

the next day, to the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel at Sacred Heart Cathedral for 
one night. The church held the funeral 
service on Thursday Aug 19 at 9.00am, 
followed by burial at the cemetery.

During the wake, only priests and 
seminarians were allowed to be pre-
sent, adhering to strictly to the SOPs.   

Only the family members of the late 
Fr Jasery who were present for his fu-
neral were allowed to be present for 
the burial ceremony at the cemetery.

We pray for the repose of the soul of 
the late Fr Jasery Gabuk.

May he rest in peace. — Catholic                   
Sabah

Sabahan priest Fr Jasery dies of heart complications
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St Rose of  Lima
On August 23, the Church celebrates the 

first saint of the New World, St Rose of 
Lima. Isabel Flores de Oliva was born 

in Lima, Peru on April 30, 1586, the daughter 
of Gaspar Flores and Maria de Oliva. She was 
baptised in the parish of San Sebastián in Lima 
by the priest, Fr Antonio Polanco. She was con-
firmed in the village of Quives de Manos by the 
then Archbishop of Lima, St Toribius de Mo-
grovejo.

At a very young age, she chose to consecrate 
her life to God. She practised very intense prayer 
and penance daily, sometimes depriving herself 
of food and sleep.

She joined the Third Order of St Dominic and 
lived in a little hut in her parents’ garden, work-

ing to help support them. She was ill for the last 
three years of her life and was cared for by a 
government official and his wife. She died at the 
age of 31 on August 24, 1617, feast of St Bartho-
lomew, as she herself prophesied

She was canonised by Pope Clement X in 
1671, and was the first saint of the Americas. Her 
shrine, alongside those of her friends, St Martin 
de Porres and St John Masias, is located inside 
the convent of St Dominic in Lima. — CNA

St Louis was born to King Louis VIII and 
Blanche of Castile, at Poissy on April 25, 

1215. Louis was made King at only 11 years of 
age, and was the father of 11 children. He led 
an exemplary life, bearing constantly in mind 
his mother's words: “I would rather see you 
dead at my feet than guilty of a mortal sin.” 
His biographers have written of the long hours 
he spent in prayer, fasting and penance, with-
out the knowledge of his people.

The French king was an avid lover of jus-
tice who took great measures to ensure that the 
process of arbitration was carried out properly. 
All of 13th century Christian Europe willingly 
looked upon him as an international judge.

He was renowned for his charity. “The 
peace and blessings of the realm come to us 
through the poor,” he would say. Beggars 
were fed from his table; he ate their leavings, 
washed their feet, ministered to the wants of 

the lepers and daily fed over one hundred poor. 
He founded many hospitals and houses: the 

House of the Felles-Dieu for reformed pros-
titutes, the Quinze-Vingt for 300 blind men 
(1254), as well as hospitals at Pontoise, Ver-
non, Compiégne.

St. Louis was a patron of architecture. The 
Sainte Chappelle, an architectural gem, was 
constructed in his reign as a reliquary for the 
Crown of Thorns, and it was under his pa-
tronage that Robert of Sorbonne founded the 
Collège de la Sorbonne, which became the 
seat of the theological faculty of Paris, the 
most illustrious seat of learning in the medi-
eval period.

St Louis died of the plague near Tunis, Au-
gust 25, 1270, during the Second Crusade. — 
CNA

St Louis of France

In the New Testament, Bartholomew is men-
tioned only in the lists of the apostles. Some 

scholars identify him with Nathanael, a man of 
Cana in Galilee who was summoned to Jesus by 
Philip. Jesus paid him a great compliment: “Here 
is a true Israelite. There is no duplicity in him” 
(John 1:47b). When Nathanael asked how Jesus 
knew him, Jesus said, “I saw you under the fig 
tree” (John 1:48b). Whatever amazing revelation 
this involved, it brought Nathanael to exclaim, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King 
of Israel” (John 1:49b). But Jesus countered with, 
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you 
under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 
this” (John 1:50b).

Nathanael did see greater things. He was one 
of those to whom Jesus appeared on the shore of 
the Sea of Tiberias after his resurrection (see John 
21:1-14). They had been fishing all night without 
success. In the morning, they saw someone stand-
ing on the shore though no one knew it was Jesus. 

He told them to cast their net again, and they made 
so great a catch that they could not haul the net in. 
Then John cried out to Peter, “It is the Lord.”

When they brought the boat to shore, they 
found a fire burning, with some fish laid on it and 
some bread. Jesus asked them to bring some of 

the fish they had caught, and invited them to come 
and eat their meal. John relates that although they 
knew it was Jesus, none of the apostles presumed 
to inquire who he was. This, John notes, was 
the third time Jesus appeared to the apostles. — 
Franciscan Media

St Bartholomew

Patron Saint of: 
Barbers
Grooms
Secular Franciscan 

Order
Masons
Builders

Feastday: August 25

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, August 22
(Apocalypse 7:10,12)
Victory to our God, who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb! Praise and 
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honour and power and strength 
to our God for ever and ever. Amen.

Monday, August 23
(2 Thessalonians 3:10-13)
Do not let anyone have any food 
if he refuses to do any work. Now 
we hear that there are some of you 
who are living in idleness, doing no 
work themselves but interfering with 
everyone else’s. In the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we order and call on people 
of this kind to go on quietly working 
and earning the food that they eat. 
My brothers, never grow tired of do-
ing what is right.

Tuesday, August 24
(Ephesians 2:19-22)
You are no longer aliens or foreign 
visitors: you are citizens like all the 
saints, and part of God’s house-
hold. You are part of a building that 
has the apostles and prophets for 
its foundations, and Christ Jesus 
himself for its main cornerstone. As 
every structure is aligned on him, 
all grow into one holy temple in the 
Lord; and you too, in him, are being 
built into a house where God lives, 
in the Spirit.

Wednesday, August 25
(Tobit 4:14-15,16,19)
Be careful, my child, in all you do, 
well-disciplined in all your behaviour. 
Do to no one what you would not 
want done to you. Give your bread 
to those who are hungry, and your 
clothes to those who are naked. 
Whatever you own in plenty, devote 
a proportion to almsgiving. Bless 
the Lord God in everything; beg him 
to guide your ways and bring your 
paths and purposes to their end.                                                                 

Thursday, August 26
(Isaiah 66:1-2)
Thus says the Lord:
With heaven my throne and earth 
my footstool, what house could 
you build me, what place could you 
make for my rest?
All of this was made by my hand and 
all this is mine – it is the Lord   who 
speaks. But my eyes are drawn to 
the man of humbled and contrite 
spirit, who trembles at my word.

Friday, August 27
(Ephesians 4: 29-32)
Do not use harmful words in talk-
ing. Use only helpful words, the 
kind that build up and provide what 
is needed, so that what you say will 
do good to those who hear you. And 
do not make God’s Holy Spirit sad; 
for the Spirit is God’s mark of own-
ership on you, a guarantee that the 
Day will come when God will set you 
free. Get rid of all bitterness, pas-
sions and anger. No more shouting 
or insults. No more hateful feelings 
of any sort. Instead, be kind and 
tenderhearted to one another, and 
forgive one another, as God has for-
given you in Christ. 

Saturday, August 28
(2 Peter 1: 10-11)
Brothers, you have been called and 
chosen; work all the harder to jus-
tify it by good deeds. If you do all 
these things there is no danger that 
you will ever fall away. In this way 
you will be granted admittance into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
saviour Jesus Christ.

Patron Saint of:
 Americas  Florists
 Latin America  Peru
 Philippines  South America

Feastday: August 23

From Aragon, where he was born in 1556, to 
Rome, where he died 92 years later, fortune 

alternately smiled and frowned on the work 
of Joseph Calasanz. A priest with university 
training in canon law and theology, respected 
for his wisdom and administrative expertise, 
he put aside his career because he was deeply 
concerned with the need for education of poor 
children.

When he was unable to get other institutes to 
undertake this apostolate at Rome, Joseph and 
several companions personally provided a free 
school for deprived children. So overwhelming 
was the response that there was a constant need 
for larger facilities to house their effort. Soon, 
Pope Clement VIII gave support to the school, 
and this aid continued under Pope Paul V. Other 
schools were opened; other men were attracted 
to the work, and in 1621 the community — for 

so the teachers lived — was recognised as a re-
ligious community, the Clerks Regular of Reli-
gious Schools — Piarists or Scolopi. Not long 
af-ter, Joseph was appointed superior for life.

A combination of various prejudices and po-
litical ambition and manoeuvring caused the in-
stitute much turmoil. Some did not favour edu-
cating the poor, believing that education would 
leave the poor dissatisfied with their lowly tasks 
for society. Others were shocked that some of the 
Piarists were sent for instruction to Galileo — a 
friend of Joseph — as superior, thus dividing 
the members into opposite camps. Repeatedly 
investigated by papal commissions, Joseph was 
demoted; when the struggle within the institute 
persisted, the Piarists were suppressed. Only af-
ter Joseph’s death were they formally recognised 
as a religious community. His liturgical feast is 
celebrated on August 25. — Franciscan Media

St Joseph Calasanz

Patron Saint of: Plasterers
Feastday: August 24

Feastday: August 25
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Human dignity of Afghan people 
‘must be respected’
WASHINGTON: The “human 
dignity” of Afghanistan’s people 
“must be respected” amid the cha-
os in the country, said the head of 
the US Archdiocese for the Mili-
tary Services.

“The fall of Afghanistan and 
the departure of its elected leaders 
are a cause for concern, because 
of the possible denial of human 
rights, particularly for women and 
girls,” said Archbishop Timothy 
Broglio.

“My two visits to the country 
confirmed my impression regard-
ing the sacrifices, even including 
death, made by many members 
of the Armed Forces and civil-
ians striving to bring stability and 
peace to the people there,” Arch-
bishop Broglio said.

“At the moment, however, we 
can only pray for the Afghani 

people, support any humanitarian 
efforts that are in place there (es-
pecially through Catholic Relief 
Services), and give voice to local 
leadership on all sides,” he said.

“Naturally, I am particularly 
concerned about those in the US 
Armed Forces who continue to 
defend refugees and assets in the 
country,” the archbishop added. 
“We pray that there will be no 
violence and a peaceful departure 
for all of those desiring to leave.”

On Aug 16, the US Conference 
of Catholic Bishops tweeted: “Let 
us continue to pray for all those in 
#Afghanistan and for peace amid 
conflict. #PrayTogether.”

Bishop Declan Lang, chair of 
the international affairs depart-
ment of the Bishops’ Confer-
ence of England and Wales, said 
that even when situations appear 

hopeless, Christians should place 
hope “in the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
whom we pray in the knowledge 
that he will never abandon the 
people of Afghanistan.”

“Today our hope can be placed 
in those who are working tire-
lessly for dialogue, justice and 
peace in their country,” he said. 
“Our hope can be placed in the 
humanitarian organisations that 
are continuing to offer their as-
sistance, and in the efforts to wel-
come and protect refugees fleeing 
their homes.”

Afghan nationals who provided 
translation, interpretation, secu-
rity, transportation and other vi-
tal services to the US troops over 
the past two decades have feared 
reprisals from Afghanistan’s Tali-
ban, even more so now as its fight-
ers advance across the country in 

the absence of the US military.
The New York Times reported 

Aug 17 that “tens of thousands 
of Afghan nationals” who risked 
their lives to assist the US military 

in Afghanistan “are more desper-
ate than ever to leave.” — CNS

 Turn to Pages 12, 13 and 16O 
for more

TAIWAN: The withdrawal of US 
troops from Afghanistan has led to 
the “rapid fall” of the government 
in Kabul, while the world witnessed 
with its own eyes “the evacuation 
of diplomats by helicopter” as hap-
pened at the end of the war in Viet-
nam, in 1975.

This is how The Global Times, 
the English-language newspaper of 
the Chinese Communist Party, com-
mented on the events in Afghani-
stan. In an editorial, it stressed that 
Washington’s “exit” is “a lesson” 
for the Democratic Progressive Par-
ty (DPP) in Taiwan. From Saigon to 
Syria, warned the newspaper close 
to the Beijing government, “aban-
doning allies” to “protect one’s 

own interests” is an intrinsic “flaw 
rooted” in the US. And the message 
is accompanied by an eloquent car-
toon in which the American eagle 
accompanies President Tsai Ing-
wen towards an open manhole.

For the media outlet linked to 
the communist leadership, Taiwan 
“is in all likelihood the most cost-
effective ally” of the United States 
in East Asia, although there is no 
“military presence” on the island. 
Washington, it notes, sells arms and 
encourages the local government 
“to implement anti-continent poli-
cies through political support and 
manipulation — an approach that 
has “caused a degree of impover-
ishment” between the two sides of 

the Strait. 
The Global Times invites Taipei 

to “wake up from its dreams” of 
independence, carefully evaluating 
what “happened in Afghanistan: 
once the war breaks out — it adds 
— the island’s defence will collapse 
in a few hours and the American 
army will not come to help”. That’s 
why, the editorial concludes, “the 
best choice for the leaders of the 
DPP is to avoid bringing the situa-
tion to that point” and “stop acting 
as strategic pawns of the United 
States, bearing the bitter fruits of a 
war”. The claims of this CPP-con-
trolled agency should, of course, be 
critically evaluated.  — AsiaNews/
Agencies

Global Times warns Taiwan: you will end up like Kabul

Taliban fighters stand guard in a vehicle along the roadside in Kabul on Aug  
16, 2021 after a stunningly swift end to Afghanistan’s 20-year war as thou-
sands of people mobbed the city’s airport trying to flee the group's hardline 
brand of Islamist rule. (UCA News photo)

Beijing backed newspaper Global Times says the fall of Afghanistan is a 
“lesson” for Taipei. (AsiaNews photo)

  
Evangelisation:  The Church

Let us pray for the Church, that She may receive                     
from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to reform 

herself in the light of the Gospel.
Download the Click To Pray updates now.

NEW DELHI: Social activists 
in India have filed a plea in the 
Supreme Court seeking the pre-
vention of hate speech in public 
places.

The move comes in the wake 
of reported hate speeches made 
against Muslims by Hindu Rak-
shak Dal (Save Hindu Forum) at a 
rally in the capital Delhi on Aug 8.

Syeda Hameed, a former mem-
ber of the Planning Commission 
of India, and Professor Alok Rai, 
a former faculty member of Delhi 
University, filed the public inter-
est litigation on Aug. 16, urging 
the apex court to recognise that 
public authorities have a “duty of 
care” to prevent such speeches.

The petitioners asked the court 

to define the contours of liability 
when authorities wilfully allow 
hate speech in contravention of 
constitutional and statutory laws. 

Pointing out that it was the 
fifth such rally to be held in three 
months across the national capital 
region and neighbouring Haryana 
state, the petition underlined how 
“speeches calling for direct action 
against Muslims were made.” 

India’s minorities, especially 
Muslims, have faced increasing 
hate and violence since the pro-
Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) came to power in 2014.

Mohammad Salim Engineer, 
secretary-general of Jamaat-e-
Islami Hind, said: “The increase 
in hate crimes is a matter of grave 

concern. The federal and many 
state governments continue to 
fuel hatred against minorities to 
divert attention from their own 
failures to tackle the COVID-19 
pandemic or the economy.”

Human rights activist AC Mi-
chael said that hate speech, espe-
cially by those who wield politi-
cal power, had become the norm 
in the country.

He welcomed the petition, say-
ing it was high time someone from 
civil society took legal recourse in 
the matter.

“I must confess that I have yet 
to come across an initiative by 
this government that unites the 
citizens,” he said. — ucanews.
com 

Activists seek prevention of hate speech in India

Indian protesters condemn incidents of hate speech and violence against 
minorities in New Delhi on April 15, 2019. (UCA News photo/Bijay Kumar Minj)




