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See what kind of love the Father 
has given to us, that we should 
be called children of God; and so 
we are. The reason why the world 
does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Beloved, we are God's 
children now, and what we will be 
has not yet appeared; but we know 
that when he appears we shall be 
like him, because we shall see him 
as he is. 

1 John 3:1-2

VAITCAN: The Vatican has an-
nounced a Rosary initiative, 
dedicating the month of May 

to prayer for an end to the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The Pontifical Council for the Promo-
tion of the New Evangelisation said April 
21 that “for the deep desire of the Holy Fa-
ther, the month of May will be dedicated to 
a prayer marathon with the theme ‘Prayer 
to God went up incessantly from the whole 
Church.’”

The council said that the world’s Catholic 
shrines would be involved in a special way 
as promoters of the Rosary among Catholic 
individuals, families and communities.

Thirty of the shrines will take turns lead-
ing a daily live-streamed Rosary at 12 noon 
Eastern time, the council said.

The Catholic Church dedicates the month 
of May to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Pope 
Francis will open the month of prayer on 
May 1, asking for Mary’s intercession.

Pope Francis spoke about the coronavirus 
and its economic effects in a video message 
to participants in the 27th Ibero-American 
Summit in Andorra April 21.

The COVID-19 pandemic “has demanded 
enormous sacrifices from each nation and its 

citizens,” he said. The crisis has called on 
“the entire international community to com-
mit, united, with a spirit of responsibility and 
fraternity, to face the many challenges al-
ready facing us, and those which will come.”

The Pope said that he had prayed for the 
millions of people who have died from 
COVID-19 or who are suffering from the ill-
ness, as well as their families.

“The pandemic has made no distinctions 
and has hit people of all cultures, creeds, and 
social and economic strata,” he said.

He emphasised the importance of consid-
ering anti-COVID vaccination as a “univer-
sal common good.”

He said: “In this area, initiatives that seek 
to create new forms of solidarity at the in-
ternational level are particularly welcome, 
with mechanisms aimed at guaranteeing an 
equitable distribution of vaccines, not based 
purely on economic criteria, but taking into 
account the needs of all, especially those of 
the most vulnerable and needy.”

“It is urgent to consider a recovery model 
capable of generating new, more inclusive 
and sustainable solutions, aimed at the uni-
versal common good, fulfilling God’s prom-
ise for all men,” Pope Francis said.

He added that, in responding to the corona-
virus, attention should be paid to reforming 

the international debt structure and allowing 
access to external financing to promote eco-
nomic development “so that everyone can 
get out of the current situation with the best 
chance of recovery.”

“None of this will be possible without a 

strong political will that has the courage to 
decide to change things, mainly priorities, 
so that it is not the poor who pay the high-
est cost for these tragedies that are hitting 
our human family,” he said. — By Hannah 
Brockhaus, CNA

Vatican dedicates May to 
global Rosary ‘marathon’ 
for end of COVID-19

Pope Francis holds a rosary. (Vatican Media)
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VATICAN: To express the closeness of 
God and of the Church to every older per-
son, Pope Francis has chosen I am with you 
always from the Gospel of Matthew as the 
theme for the first World Day for Grand-
parents and the Elderly.

The theme for the celebration July 25 is 
especially appropriate “in these challeng-
ing pandemic times,” said the announce-
ment from the Dicastery for Laity, the 
Family and Life.

“I am with you always is also a prom-
ise of closeness and hope that the young 
and the old can mutually share. Not only 

are grandchildren and young people called 
upon to be present in the lives of older peo-
ple, but older people and grandparents also 
have a mission of evangelisation, procla-
mation and prayer, and of encouraging 
young people in their faith,” the statement 
said.

Pope Francis announced in late January 
that he was establishing the World Day for 
Grandparents and the Elderly, which is to 
be celebrated each year on the fourth Sun-
day of July to coincide with the feast of Sts 
Joachim and Anne, Jesus’ grandparents.

Cardinal Kevin J. Farrell, prefect of the 

dicastery, had said the annual event would 
be “a gift to the whole Church” and one 
that emphasises the pastoral care of the el-
derly as “a priority that can no longer be 
postponed by any Christian community.”

“In the encyclical Fratelli Tutti, the Holy 
Father reminds us that no one is saved 
alone. With this in mind, we must treasure 
the spiritual and human wealth that has 
been handed down from generation to gen-
eration,” he said.

Pope Francis is expected to mark the day 
with an evening Mass in St Peter’s Basili-
ca. — CNS

Pope chooses theme to honour grandparents and the elderly
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The great Bengali poet, writer, phi-
losopher and social reformer, Ra-
bindranath Tagore, visited Penang and 

the rest of then-Malaya several times in the 
early 20th Century, while on longer journeys 
to East Asia.

During one of his voyages, Tagore reflect-
ed on the beauty of the natural world. But 
upon his arrival in Penang, as he surveyed 
the bustling activity at Penang port, the poet 
could not help but ponder over the greed that 
plagues humanity. 

What was it that saddened him? Maybe it 
was a premonition of what the world would 
be like a hundred years from his day, i.e. our 
present era.

In one of his writings, Tagore reflected: 
“The greed of gain has no time or limit to its 
capaciousness. It’s one object is to produce 
and consume. It has pity neither for beauti-
ful nature nor for living human beings. It is 
ruthlessly ready, without a moment’s hesita-
tion, to crush beauty and life.”

How prophetic those words were, written 
all those years ago. 

Greed. Pure unadulterated greed. This is at 
the bottom of what ails society. And power 
– not to serve the common good but to profit 
from it. 

The dictionary definition of the word 
greed reveals more: “an intense and self-
ish desire for something, especially wealth, 
power, or food.” Two words jump out here. 
It is not just a simple desire to possess more 
than what we have. The desire is intense and 
selfish - uncontrollable.

Those who succumb to greed do not look 
at what kind of impact their selfish desire 
will have on society or the common good. 

If the forests have to be felled to increase 
profits for a small group, if land has to be 
ravaged so that vested interests can benefit, 
so be it.

If ministers and elected representatives 

have to be paid huge salaries, allowances 
and perks to buy their support, so be it.

If company directors are paid fees and 
salaries that are many times more than the 
average workers’ pay, who cares about rising 
income inequality and families struggling to 
put food on the table?

If shoddy materials are used in construc-
tion, who cares about public safety being 
compromised?

If lorries belch out smoke and bulldozers 
cut down forests, increasing carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere, who cares about climate 
change — as long as bank accounts are filled 
up?

If security guards, cleaners, drivers and 
delivery personnel have to work long hours 
to earn a decent income, who cares as long 
as their companies reap hefty profits?

It is greed too that drives people to take 
shortcuts to wealth — and what easier way 
than by indulging in corruption? The greed 
that has swamped much of the world has 
also taken its toll on our land. 

Even before Jesus entered the temple, he 
knew he had to speak up against how even 
worship and sacrifice had been subverted. 
The religious leaders then were making use 
of religion to live comfy lifestyles while 
they burdened the people with all sorts of re-
ligious rules, regulations – and punishments. 

The faithful had to observe rituals, pay 
taxes and maintain ‘purity’ to be considered 
a ‘practising’ member of the faithful. The es-
sence of the faith — justice, mercy, love and 

compassion — were neglected. 
All the while, the leaders of the Temple 

wallowed in comfort and were even per-
ceived to be corrupt. Even the Temple priests 
came largely from one family which was 
happily – and sometimes not too happily – 
collaborating with the Roman oppressors. 

Jesus saw right through this rank hypoc-
risy and called it out in dramatic fashion. 

If greed is extended to corporate greed, 
then we can see why some psychologists 
have analysed corporations as psychotic or 
psychopathic. Corporations exist solely to 
maximise profits and shareholders’ wealth. 
They are narcissistic, lacking in empathy 
towards the ecosystem, the society around 
them and, often, even their own workers. 

Many of these corporate predators couldn’t 
care less about the impact of raw material 
depletion, low wages, lax environmental 
standards, toxic effluents and emissions, and 
pollution and carbon emissions. Some try to 
evade taxes or minimise their taxes through 
all kinds of tricks. Not that the tax rates are 
high – as taxes for the wealthy and corporate 
taxes are being pushed downwards, leaving 
public coffers drier. 

All that matters to most companies is the 
bottom line, with sometimes just a cursory 
nod to ‘corporate social responsibility’, per-
haps to placate a guilty conscience or in-
dulge in some greenwashing. 

Meanwhile, the forests are cleared, the 
hills butchered or flattened, the orange soil 
clearly visible, gushing down as a muddy 

torrent during downpours. Our rivers and 
seas grow murky and polluted, while pre-
cious fishing waters are destroyed by unnec-
essary land reclamation.

Often directors are not held personally re-
sponsible for the damage their companies in-
flict on society. What’s more, their salaries, 
fees and other perks are usually many times 
more than the average worker’s income. 

As Tagore observed succinctly, “The new-
er people of this modern age are more eager 
to amass than to realise.”

In the Old Testament, the people of Israel 
were supposed to be the alternative model to 
the greed and ambition displayed in the con-
struction of the Tower of Babel. That Tower, 
the first mega-project, was a symbol of state 
domination and power, of humanity trying to 
act as gods, reaching out to the heavens. 

Clearly, the unsustainable system we 
know is breaking down around us. When 
greed, selfishness, corruption, oppression 
and abuse of power rule the day, it is only by 
turning to the love, compassion and justice 
that we can salvage Creation, which is now 
groaning ever louder. 

We are so used to thinking a political lead-
er will save us from this mess, just as some 
of Jesus’ followers thought he would turn 
out to be a political messiah. 

But in Scriptures we see how God did not 
raise Moses up to replace Pharaoh. Instead, 
he inspired an alternative community to car-
ry on his vision of a just world that is in har-
mony with itself and with its maker, just as 
Jesus left behind a band of faithful disciples 
to be the salt of the earth. 

This is the challenge we face today as well 
– we need to shun the destructive forces of 
greed that threaten to engulf the world in 
darkness and walk along the brave new path 
– not just as passive sojourners but as active 
participants of the new Kingdom that Jesus 
proclaimed. 

Overcoming the 
destructive forces of  greed

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Today’s First Reading continues the story 
begun last week about the healing and the 

interpretation of this event as a sign of the Res-
urrection. By now it should be apparent that 
the speeches in the Acts of the Apostles are 
not “tapes” of what Peter and Paul said but, 
rather, impositions by Luke. In this he was 
using a familiar convention common among 
first-century historians writing in Greek. The 
brief cameo speech was one of the tools of the 
ancient historians’ trade; even when they had 
verbatim reports of what some important fig-
ure had said on a given occasion, such histori-
ans were expected to use the wisdom of hind-
sight and compose a more illuminating speech 
as a way of explaining the deeper significance 
of the event. Scholars are convinced that Luke 
is doing exactly that, using the historian's de-
vice of the cameo speech and drawing upon 
the preaching traditions of the early Church 
to portray in this concise way the meaning of 
what was happening.

Along with this conventional historical tool 
of speech writing, Luke employs another de-
vice, one that, since the discovery of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, we have learned to call the pesh-
er. The Aramaic word for “interpretation,” 
pesher is the name used by the members of 
the Qumran community for an interpretation 

which claimed that an ancient text was being 
fulfilled in the current or recent events of their 
own community. For example, they would 
read an Old Testament text about a future new 
temple and write a pesher declaring that the 
Qumran community was the fulfillment of 
that prophecy. Last week, we saw Luke mak-
ing a number of such pesher applications in 
the speech of Acts 3, identifying Jesus as Deu-
teronomy’s Moses-like prophet and Isaiah’s 
Suffering Servant, and seeing the Church’s 
mission to the Gentiles as the fulfilment of the 
covenant with Abraham in Genesis 12.

In the speech in this Sunday’s reading, we 
hear a pesher application on Ps 118:22, a 
psalm verse that seems to have been a favour-
ite of the early Church: “The stone the build-
ers rejected has become the cornerstone.” 
In the context of the psalm, that verse refers 
to the community of Israel which the impe-
rial forces of the surrounding nations thought 
unworthy of their great plans; yet, the Lord 
has rescued them (e.g., in the return from the 
Babylonian captivity). But the early Church, 
searching the Scriptures in the light of their 
experience of God’s revelation in Jesus, found 
the language of this psalm applicable in a 
fresh and powerful way to Jesus. The single 
verse — “the stone the builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone” — caught wonder-
fully, in a few words, the meaning of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus.

The verse from Psalm 118 contains a fur-
ther richness: one could not speak of a stone 
and building without thinking of the Jerusa-
lem Temple, the greatest stone building in 
their experience. When these same officials 
in the Temple precincts questioned Jesus by 
what authority he was doing “these things” 
(i.e., clearing the Temple and teaching in it), 
he confronted them with the parable of the 
wicked tenants and ended with an application 
of this same quote (“The stone the builders 
rejected …” Luke 20:17). And now Jesus’ 
disciples, asked by those officials by what 
authority they heal and teach in the Temple 
area, answer in the same way. This is no co-
incidence.

We know that the early Christian communi-
ty thought of themselves as the spiritual end-
time temple (see 1 Pet 2:3-4, for example), 
with Jesus imaged sometimes as the founda-
tion stone, sometimes as the capstone. Here, 
the image is probably capstone. In Luke’s the-
ology, just as the Church is not so much New 

Israel as the authentic development of Israel, 
so Jesus, for Luke, does not so much threaten 
or supplant the Temple as provide its comple-
tion.

There is more. Note that the speech plays on 
the word “saved.” In Luke 9 it refers to physi-
cal healing and, in Luke 12, to the fullness of 
salvation. That double meaning highlights the 
theme that the cure of the lame man is a sign 
of the restoration to full covenant unity with 
God, offered through the ministry of the new 
temple that is the Christian community.

So, what seems at first to be a quick speech 
tied to a specific occasion turns out, like all 
of the speeches in Acts, to be a rather rich 
meditation on the significance of Easter for 
the life of the Church. Spirit-led authority in 
the Church turns rejection into an occasion of 
healing and salvation. — By Prof Emeritus 
Fr Dennis Hamm, SJ

4th Sunday of Easter
Readings: Acts of the Apostles 4:8-12;

1 John 3:1-2;
Gospel: John 10:11-18

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Fourth Sunday of  Easter: The Lame Walk — 
An Image of the Church
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Vocations answer God’s call to 
make great dreams come true

VATICAN: Religious and priestly life must 
be filled with the simple joy of caring every 
day for what really matters — faithful friend-
ship with God and with one another, Pope 
Francis said.

“I pray that you will experience this same 
joy, dear brothers and sisters who have gen-
erously made God the dream of your lives, 
serving him in your brothers and sisters 
through a fidelity that is a powerful testi-
mony in an age of ephemeral choices and 
emotions that bring no lasting joy,” he wrote 
in his message for the 2021 World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations. The day will be cele-
brated on April 25 at the Vatican and in many 
dioceses around the world.

The message, released by the Vatican 
March 19, the feast of St Joseph, was dedi-
cated to the saint and “the dream of voca-
tion.” The Pope had declared a special year 
devoted to the saint starting Dec 8, 2020, to 
encourage a greater love for, and inspiration 
from, Jesus’ guardian and patron of the uni-
versal Church.

As the protector of Jesus and the Church, 
St Joseph can be a model for all vocations, 
which are meant to be the “ever-active hands 
of the Father, outstretched to his children,” 
the Pope wrote in the message.

St Joseph has “the heart of a father, able to 
give and generate life in the midst of daily 
routines,” which is the same aim of voca-
tions, he wrote.

“The Lord desires to shape the hearts of 
fathers and mothers: hearts that are open, 
capable of great initiatives, generous in self-
giving, compassionate in comforting anxie-
ties and steadfast in strengthening hopes.

“The priesthood and the consecrated life 
greatly need these qualities nowadays, in 
times marked by fragility but also by the 

sufferings due to the pandemic, which has 
spawned uncertainties and fears about the fu-
ture and the very meaning of life,” he wrote.

St Joseph, the Pope said, is one of those 
gentle “saints next door” whose “strong wit-
ness can guide us on the journey.”

The saint’s heart was always listening to 
God, who spoke to him in his dreams, the 
Pope wrote.

“This applies also to our calling: God does 
not like to reveal Himself in a spectacular 
way, pressuring our freedom,” Pope Francis 
wrote. “He conveys his plans to us with gen-
tleness,” speaking through one’s thoughts 
and feelings, and unveiling “profound and 
unexpected horizons.”

The saint faced numerous upheavals, but 
he always found the courage to follow God’s 
will, the Pope said. The same must happen 

with a vocation, he said, because “God’s call 
always urges us to take a first step, to give 
ourselves, to press forward. There can be no 
faith without risk.”

St Joseph is a model of service “as a con-
crete expression of the gift of self,” the Pope 
wrote.

He always adapted to different and unex-
pected circumstances without getting dis-
couraged and without complaining because 
he was always “ready to give a hand to help 
resolve situations.”

And St Joseph was always faithful and al-
ways persevered, he said, bolstered by God’s 
words: “Do not be afraid.”

God speaks those same words to priests 
and religious every day, but especially amid 
“uncertainty and hesitation” or “trials and 
misunderstandings,” because they are called, 

like St Joseph, to “say ‘yes’ to God with their 
lives, through their fidelity each day.”

“This fidelity is the secret of joy,” he said.
“It is the joy of simplicity, the joy experi-

enced daily by those who care for what truly 
matters: faithful closeness to God and to our 
neighbour,” he said, asking that this “same 
atmosphere, simple and radiant, sober and 
hopeful” pervade all seminaries, religious 
houses and rectories.

Pope Francis asked that St Joseph protect 
vocations and that men and women see how 
God’s call will make their greatest dreams 
come true; respond with generous service 
and attentive care; and live with simple, joy-
ful fidelity. — By Carol Glatz, CNS

l Please turn to Page 5 for the full text of 
Pope Francis’ message

MJD News Update #36Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

Greetings and the Peace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you, dear People 
of God. 
A blessed Easter season to you, all 
Friends of Jesus. The peace of the Risen 
Lord be with you. 

MJD welcomes the newly ordained 
transitional deacon Rev William Pillai 
to the diocese, parish and presbyterium. 
Suddenly the daily COVID cases appear 
to be on the rise. Those above 60 years of 
age, are next in line for the second phase 
vaccination. 

A publication by Majlis Agama Islam 
Selangor (MAIS) has surfaced entitled 
Pendedahan Agenda Kristian. 

Lately, there have been increasing cas-
es of people taking the law into their own 
hands, not just road bullying but mob as-
saulting wrongfully.

1.0 A Thought for the Week: LACK OF 
RESPECT or LACK OF JOY?
A stranger, exuding joy, went into church 
one day, a church that was not his own.  
He mingled about with the parishioners, 
patting them on the back, talking loudly 
and laughing in a gesture of friendship.  
The parishioners were shocked with his 
familiarity and horrified at his “lack of 
respect” for a place of worship.  He was 
asked to leave.

On the doorstep, he was approached by 

God who said, “Cheer up, fella, I’ve been 
trying to get into that church for years!”

Something to think about: Pope Fran-
cis said I cannot imagine a Christian who 
does not know how to smile. May we joy-
fully witness to our faith. To the youth in 
2014, he said: “Evangelisation in our time 
will only take place as the result of con-
tagious joy. There are Christians whose 
lives seem like Lent without Easter.”

Jeremiah said: Your words were found 
and I ate them, and your words became 
for me a joy and the delight of my heart. 
(Jer. 15:16)

When I hear laughter, chatter, verbal 
exchanges and singing, I find my heart is 
warmed and drawn to the source. I cannot 
picture a smile-less, song-less, cheer-less 
or welcome-less church. God laughs, re-
joices and created us as His joy. He fills 
your mouth with laughter, and your lips 
with shouts. (Job 8:21)

2.0 Announcements for this Week:
1. The Mission Pastoral Institute or MPI 
is preparing a diocesan level prayer ex-
perience for Pentecost 2021. Let this be 
a time of preparation and renewal for all 
of us, prepare our hearts for MJD50, set 
for the year 2023. What is the Holy Spirit 
saying to the Churches? The MJD’s Mis-
sion is to be a 4-E diocese ie to promote 
Encounter, Enlightenment, Empower-

ment and Evangelisation; and only 4-E 
Catholics can make it happen.
2. Besides being vaccinated, ensure that 
you keep your distance, mask yourself 
and wash and sanitise your hands often. 
Minimum gatherings must be observed. 
The last two weekend Masses at St Mary, 
Ayer Salak were cancelled because Cov-
id cases were reported there. 
3. Two religious sisters will be joining 
the MJD — Sr Josephine Thong from 
Taiwan and Sr Chennisia from Sarawak.
4. The Central Working Committee 
(CWC) for MJD50-PMPC4 will be hav-
ing the first follow up meeting on the 
29th April at 8.00pm via Zoom.

3.0 This Week’s Questions & Queries 
The Q asks: What do we change? Struc-
tures or people? 
Pope Francis is concerned less with ex-
ternal changes and revamping of struc-
tures. His leadership is marked by his 
appeal to reforming people or conver-
sion of hearts. It is not a functionalist 
kind of reform, but a call to generative 
and creative reform 

a. Patiently, operating within human 
limitations
b. Building unity and communion
c. Working out organic change that is 

designed to last, not achieve immedi-
ate results
d. Replacing courtly, middleman cul-
ture with a culture of listening and 
service
e. Dwelling in the tensions of polari-
ties, where discernment thrives

It is about sustaining the unresolved, 
allowing the Holy Spirit to indicate, 
expecting generative and creative out-
comes. In Evangelii Gaudium, the Pope 
described this as “a kind of peacemak-
ing — a willingness to face conflicts 
head on, to resolve them, and link them 
in the chain of a new process”.

Thank you for reading. Let us continue to 
build God’s Kingdom together. The world 
stands in need of liberation. It has to feel 
His power, not arrogance, not aggression 
and not assertion of the many claimants 
of knowing God. May God bless us and 
what we do in His name. Take care. 

Bishop Bernard Paul
April 23, 2021

Click here to watch the video

A file photo of Pope Francis blesses the new priests with incense during Mass in St Peter’s Basilica, Vatican in 2019. (Vatican Media)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=joRQASVvECI
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DBP: “Tuhan” for 
monotheistic religion, 
“tuhan” for polytheistic faithsBUKIT PADANG: This year, 

World Communications Day 
(WCD 2021) at parish level will 
be filled with many activities 
come May.

Several programmes for train-
ing and seminars concerning 
social communication roles and 
duties to enhance their effective-
ness and efficiency in serving 
the Church are in the pipeline, 
said Penampang Social Com-
munications Ministry chairman, 
Lewis Juit during the half-day 
recollection at the Blessed Na-
tivity Church, Sukang Mabpai 
zone to launch the programme 
Apr 18. 

The sessions, to be held 

from May 10 -16 are on:  Live 
Streaming, Basics of Photog-
raphy, Basics of Videography, 
Graphic Design, Video Edit-
ing, Unmanned Aerial Vehi-
cles and Article Writing Tech-
niques. The session will end on 
May 16 with fellowship.

The committee hopes to attract 
at least three representatives 
from each zone, targeting es-
pecially the youth, to make this 
programme a success. It is aimed 
not only at updating and improv-
ing skills, but also at keeping 
up with future generations, es-
pecially in technology advance-
ment and applications. — By JJ/
SOCCOM, Catholic Sabah

Cat. Lewis Juit presenting his talk during the Soccom Recollection Seminar 
at Blessed Nativity Church, Sukang-Mabpai, Bukit Padang (Catholic 
Sabah Photo by JJ/Soccom, Penampang)

Penampang to 
organise ‘SOCCOM 
Week’ in May 2021

KUALA LUMPUR: THE Dewan Ba-
hasa dan Pustaka (DBP) defended its 
decision to make a distinction between 
the words “Tuhan” and “tuhan”, saying 
that such distinctions are also practiced 
by English language dictionaries.

“English language dictionaries such 
as Oxford Dictionary of English, Col-
lins English Dictionary and Wikipedia 
make the same distinction.

“For example, Oxford Dictionary of 
English Second Edition (2003) uses the 
word “God” to refer to the Almighty of 
monotheistic religions.

“For the polytheistic religions, they 
use the word “god”,” its director gen-
eral, Datuk Abang Salehuddin Abg 
Shokeran said.

Three days ago (April 17), Kavyan 
Writers’ Group told FocusM that DBP 
had made a distinction on the use of 
the word “Tuhan” among Muslims and 
non-Muslims.

The group’s founder, SB Uthaya 
Sankar, said that DBP has reserved the 
word “Tuhan” for Muslims, while “tu-
han” is used for non-Muslims.

He cited that while there was only 
a single entry for ‘Tuhan” in Kamus 
Pelajar (1988), Kamus Dewan (2005) 
and Kamus Dewan Perdana (2020) 

made the distinction.
It says: “Tuhan” seems to refer ex-

clusively to Allah, whereas “tuhan” 
refers to “something worshipped by 
people whose religion or belief is not 
based on the One God” (“sesuatu yang 
dipuja oleh golongan manusia yang 
agama atau kepercayaan mereka tidak 
berasaskan kepercayaan kepada Tuhan 
Yang Esa”).

Uthaya said the distinction was clear-
ly reflected in the anthology of short 
stories, Meredah Kabus (2021), pub-
lished by DBP recently.

When contacted on April 19, Sale-
huddin said he would probe the matter, 
adding that no-one came up with such 
ruling before.

Touching on the matter, Salehuddin 

said that the decision was made based 
on DBP’s guideline; Pedoman Umum 
Bahasa Melayu (1975), where capital 
letters were used to refer to religious 
matters, holy books, God’s name and 
its pronouns.

“But dictionaries are about compiling 
vocabularies of a specific language and 
we record it based on its actual usage.

“So, ‘Tuhan’ is recorded in our dic-
tionary to refer to ‘Allah’, which is cor-
rect based on the usage, while the word 
‘tuhan’ is a general term used to refer 
to deities, who have their own specific 
names.

“I hope my clarification will alleviate 
any confusion or misunderstanding on 
the matter,” Salehuddin remarked. –  
By G Vinod, Focus Malaysia

A screenshot of Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka’s interpretation of “Tuhan” and 
“tuhan” in the Malay language.  (Malaysiakini)



St Joseph: The Dream of Vocation
Dear brothers and sisters,

December 8 last, the one hundred fiftieth an-
niversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as 
Patron of the Universal Church, marked the 
beginning of a special year devoted to him (cf. 
Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary, Decem-
ber 8, 2020). For my part, I wrote the Apos-
tolic Letter Patris Corde, whose aim was “to 
increase our love for this great saint”. Saint Jo-
seph is an extraordinary figure, yet at the same 
time one “so close to our own human experi-
ence”. He did not do astonishing things, he had 
no unique charisms, nor did he appear special 
in the eyes of those who met him. He was not 
famous or even noteworthy: the Gospels do 
not report a single word of his. Still, through 
his ordinary life, he accomplished something 
extraordinary in the eyes of God.

God looks on the heart (cf. 1 Sam 16:7), and 
in St Joseph he recognised the heart of a fa-
ther, able to give and generate life in the midst 
of daily routines. Vocations have this same 
goal: to beget and renew lives every day. The 
Lord desires to shape the hearts of fathers and 
mothers: hearts that are open, capable of great 
initiatives, generous in self-giving, compas-
sionate in comforting anxieties and steadfast 
in strengthening hopes. The priesthood and 
the consecrated life greatly need these quali-
ties nowadays, in times marked by fragility 
but also by the sufferings due to the pandemic, 
which has spawned uncertainties and fears 
about the future and the very meaning of life. 
Saint Joseph comes to meet us in his gentle 
way, as one of “the saints next door”. At the 
same time, his strong witness can guide us on 
the journey.

In Saint Joseph He recognized the heart of a father, able to give and generate life in the midst of daily routines.1. Dream
St Joseph suggests to us three key words 

for each individual’s vocation. The first is 
dream. Everyone dreams of finding fulfilment 
in life. We rightly nurture great hopes, lofty as-
pirations that ephemeral goals – like success, 
money and entertainment – cannot satisfy. If 
we were to ask people to express in one word 
their life’s dream, it would not be difficult to im-
agine the answer: “to be loved”. It is love that 
gives meaning to life, because it reveals life’s 
mystery. Indeed, we only have life if we give it; 
we truly possess it only if we generously give 
it away. Saint Joseph has much to tell us in this 
regard, because, through the dreams that God 
inspired in him, he made of his life a gift.

The Gospels tell us of four dreams of Joseph 
(cf. Mt 1:20; 2:13.19.22). They were calls from 
God, but they were not easy to accept. After 

each dream, Joseph had to change his plans 
and take a risk, sacrificing his own plans in or-
der to follow the mysterious designs of God, 
whom he trusted completely. We may ask our-
selves, “Why put so much trust in a dream in 
the night?” Although a dream was considered 
very important in ancient times, it was still a 
small thing in the face of the concrete reality 
of life. Yet St Joseph let himself be guided by 
his dreams without hesitation. Why? Because 
his heart was directed to God; it was already 
inclined towards Him. A small indication was 
enough for his watchful “inner ear” to recog-
nise God’s voice. This applies also to our call-
ing: God does not like to reveal himself in a 
spectacular way, pressuring our freedom. He 
conveys his plans to us with gentleness. He 
does not overwhelm us with dazzling visions 

but quietly speaks in the depths of our heart, 
drawing near to us and speaking to us through 
our thoughts and feelings. In this way, as he did 
with Saint Joseph, he sets before us profound 
and unexpected horizons.

Indeed, Joseph’s dreams led him into experi-
ences he would never have imagined. The first 
of these upended his betrothal, but made him the 
father of the Messiah; the second caused him to 
flee to Egypt, but saved the life of his family. 
After the third, which foretold his return to his 
native land, a fourth dream made him change 
plans once again, bringing him to Nazareth, the 
place where Jesus would begin his preaching of 
the Kingdom of God. Amid all these upheavals, 
he found the courage to follow God’s will. So 
too in a vocation: God’s call always urges us to 
take a first step, to give ourselves, to press for-

ward. There can be no faith without risk. Only 
by abandoning ourselves confidently to grace, 
setting aside our own programmes and com-
forts, can we truly say “yes” to God. And every 
“yes” bears fruit because it becomes part of a 
larger design, of which we glimpse only details, 
but which the divine Artist knows and carries 
out, making of every life a masterpiece. In this 
regard, St Joseph is an outstanding example of 
acceptance of God’s plans. Yet his was an active 
acceptance: never reluctant or resigned. Joseph 
was “certainly not passively resigned, but cou-
rageously and firmly proactive” (Patris Corde, 
4). May he help everyone, especially young 
people who are discerning, to make God’s 
dreams for them come true. May he inspire in 
them the courage to say “yes” to the Lord who 
always surprises and never disappoints.

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the 2021 World Day of Vocations

Together with God’s call, which makes 
our greatest dreams come true, and our 

response, which is made up of generous ser-
vice and attentive care, there is a third char-
acteristic of St Joseph’s daily life and our 
Christian vocation, namely fidelity. Joseph is 
the “righteous man” (Mt 1:19) who daily per-
severes in quietly serving God and his plans. 
At a particularly difficult moment in his life, 
he thoughtfully considered what to do (cf. v. 
20). He did not let himself be hastily pres-
sured. He did not yield to the temptation to 
act rashly, simply following his instincts or 
living for the moment. Instead, he pondered 
things patiently. He knew that success in life 
is built on constant fidelity to important deci-
sions. This was reflected in his perseverance 
in plying the trade of a humble carpenter (cf. 
Mt 13:55), a quiet perseverance that made 
no news in his own time, yet has inspired the 
daily lives of countless fathers, labourers and 
Christians ever since. For a vocation – like 
life itself – matures only through daily fidel-
ity.

How is such fidelity nurtured? In the light 
of God’s own faithfulness. The first words 
that Saint Joseph heard in a dream were an 
invitation not to be afraid, because God re-
mains ever faithful to his promises: “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid” (Mt 1:20). Do 
not be afraid: these words the Lord also ad-
dresses to you, dear sister, and to you, dear 
brother, whenever you feel that, even amid 
uncertainty and hesitation, you can no longer 
delay your desire to give your life to him. He 
repeats these words when, perhaps amid tri-
als and misunderstandings, you seek to fol-
low his will every day, wherever you find 
yourself. They are words you will hear anew, 
at every step of your vocation, as you return 

to your first love. They are a refrain accom-
panying all those who – like Saint Joseph – 
say yes to God with their lives, through their 
fidelity each day.

This fidelity is the secret of joy. A hymn 
in the liturgy speaks of the “transparent joy” 
present in the home of Nazareth. It the joy of 
simplicity, the joy experienced daily by those 
who care for what truly matters: faithful 
closeness to God and to our neighbour. How 
good it would be if the same atmosphere, 
simple and radiant, sober and hopeful, were 
to pervade our seminaries, religious houses 
and presbyteries! I pray that you will experi-
ence this same joy, dear brothers and sisters 
who have generously made God the dream of 
your lives, serving him in your brothers and 
sisters through a fidelity that is a powerful tes-
timony in an age of ephemeral choices and 
emotions that bring no lasting joy. May Saint 
Joseph, protector of vocations, accompany 
you with his fatherly heart!

Rome, from St John Lateran, March 19, 
2021, Feast of St Joseph

Francis

A second word marks the journey of St Joseph 
and that of vocation: service. The Gospels 

show how Joseph lived entirely for others and 
never for himself. The holy people of God in-
voke him as the most chaste spouse, based on 
his ability to love unreservedly. By freeing love 
from all possessiveness, he became open to an 
even more fruitful service. His loving care has 
spanned generations; his attentive guardianship 
has made him patron of the Church. As one who 
knew how to embody the meaning of self-giv-
ing in life, Joseph is also the patron of a happy 
death. His service and sacrifices were only pos-
sible, however, because they were sustained by a 
greater love: “Every true vocation is born of the 
gift of oneself, which is the fruit of mature sac-
rifice. The priesthood and consecrated life like-
wise require this kind of maturity. Whatever our 
vocation, whether to marriage, celibacy or vir-
ginity, our gift of self will not come to fulfilment 
if it stops at sacrifice; were that the case, instead 
of becoming a sign of the beauty and joy of love, 
the gift of self would risk being an expression of 
unhappiness, sadness and frustration” (ibid., 7).

For St Joseph, service – as a concrete expres-
sion of the gift of self – did not remain simply a 
high ideal, but became a rule for daily life. He 
strove to find and prepare a place where Jesus 
could be born; he did his utmost to protect him 
from Herod’s wrath by arranging a hasty jour-
ney into Egypt; he immediately returned to Je-
rusalem when Jesus was lost; he supported his 
family by his work, even in a foreign land. In 
short, he adapted to different circumstances with 
the attitude of those who do not grow discour-
aged when life does not turn out as they wished; 
he showed the willingness typical of those who 
live to serve. In this way, Joseph welcomed life’s 
frequent and often unexpected journeys: from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem for the census, then to 

Egypt and again to Nazareth, and every year 
to Jerusalem. Each time he was willing to face 
new circumstances without complaining, ever 
ready to give a hand to help resolve situations. 
We could say that this was the outstretched hand 
of our heavenly Father reaching out to his Son 
on earth. Joseph cannot fail to be a model for all 
vocations, called to be the ever-active hands of 
the Father, outstretched to his children.

I like to think, then, of St Joseph, the protector 
of Jesus and of the Church, as the protector of 
vocations. In fact, from his willingness to serve 
comes his concern to protect. The Gospel tells us 
that “Joseph got up, took the child and his moth-
er by night” (Mt 2:14), thus revealing his prompt 
concern for the good of his family. He wasted no 
time fretting over things he could not control, in 
order to give full attention to those entrusted to 
his care. Such thoughtful concern is the sign of 
a true vocation, the testimony of a life touched 
by the love of God. What a beautiful example 
of Christian life we give when we refuse to pur-
sue our ambitions or indulge in our illusions, but 
instead care for what the Lord has entrusted to 
us through the Church! God then pours out his 
Spirit and creativity upon us; he works wonders 
in us, as he did in Joseph.

3. Fidelity2. Service
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Convent Bukit Nanas land lease issue — What you need to know
KUALA LUMPUR: The land lease for Con-
vent Bukit Nanas at Jalan Bukit Nanas, which 
is expiring in September 2021, has not been 
renewed by the Land and Mines department.
Here’s what you need to know.
What’s going on?
 On Oct 4, 2017, Convent Bukit Nanas, 
fondly known as CBN, wrote to the Lands 
and Mines office seeking an extension of the 
land lease.
 The Lady Superior of the Society of St 
Maur, which is the corporate entity operating 
CBN, made an oral application to substitute 
the Federal Territories Land and Mines Of-
fice (PPTGWP) to the Land executive com-
mittee for the Federal Territory of Kuala 
Lumpur.
 The Lady Superior only received a reply 
in January this year, following a letter from 
the PTG dated Dec 18, 2020 informing that, 
the school has not been granted its land lease 
extension by the Lands and Mines Depart-
ment, which is due to expire on Sept 6, 2021.
 On April 20, the PPTGWP’s director Da-
tuk Muhammad Yasir assured that CBN will 
not be demolished once its lease expires. The 
land it sits on will revert to the government 
so it can be gazetted as a fully-aided govern-
ment school.

Ongoing Proceeding
April 7, 2021
 The High Court hears the full merits of 
the judicial review application filed by law 
firm Kevin & Co on behalf of the Lady Su-
perior.
 According to the document, Kevin & 
Co named the PTG director as the sole re-
spondent.
 The judicial review application is seek-
ing, among others, to quash the decision by 
the Lands and Mines office to refuse the 
land lease extension and to compel the PTG 
director to revoke the land lease non-renew-
al letter dated Dec 18, 2020.

April 19, 2021
 CBN was granted leave by the Kuala 
Lumpur High Court to mount a challenge 
against the non-renewal of its land lease.
 High court judge Datuk Noorin Badarin 
set May 4 to hear the school’s application 
for a stay pending the disposal of the judi-
cial review.
 The present judicial review applies to 
SMKCBN (secondary school) and not to 
the two primary schools where it sought 
several reliefs.

Why does it matter? - Background
 CBN was established in 1899, making 
it one of the oldest schools in the coun-
try. It comprises two primary schools and 
SMKCBN, which were established by the 
Christian missionaries.
 This school, which is within the heritage 
zone, was built on land that was bought 
by the sisters with contributions from the 
public.
 CBN was one of the first schools to be 
distinguished as a Cluster School of Ex-
cellence by the Education Ministry.
 Academically, CBN has been consist-
ently among the top-performing schools 
for the Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia examina-
tion. The school was also featured in com-
memorative stamps, which is reflective 
of the CBN students’ exemplary achieve-
ments.
 Many are not in favour of demolishing 
the historical institution to make way for 
major developmental projects that may 
erase this historical building’s heritage, 
which is located on prime land.
 An online signature campaign is being 
organised to petition for the renewal of the 
lease to preserve the heritage of CBN.

Former minister 
and Convent 

Bukit Nanas alum-
ni Tan Sri Rafidah 
Aziz (pic) is call-
ing on the govern-
ment to ensure that 
heritage institu-
tions like her for-
mer school remain 
where they are.

The school’s ju-
dicial review ap-
plication to challenge the government’s deci-
sion to not extend the school’s land lease is 
being heard by the Kuala Lumpur High Court 
today.

Established in 1899, Convent Bukit Nanas 
is seeking a stay against the decision to not re-
new the lease after it expires on Sept 6, 2021.

“Instead of just giving the leasehold status 
of the land, such institutions should be given 
permanent titles to their sites,” Rafidah told 
Malaysiakini.

Rafidah, who attended the school in the 
1950s, said the school was a pioneer in the na-
tion’s educational development.

“As far as I am concerned, Convent Bukit 
Nanas gave me a good grounding of good val-
ues and principles, even as far back as primary 
school.

“There was also an inculcating of discipline 
and sense of responsibility,” added Rafidah, 
who served in the cabinet from 1980 to 2008 
as Public Enterprises minister, Trade and 
Industry minister, and finally International 
Trade and Industry minister.

Aside from Rafidah, other distinguished 
alumni include Bank Negara governor Nor 
Shamsiah Mohd Yunus, writer Adibah Noor, 
lawyer Ambiga Sreenevasan and a number of 
prominent royal figures.

“I would like to appeal to the authorities to 
consider giving Convent Bukit Nanas perma-
nency of tenure to the site it is now on.

“With this, the school could proceed more 
confidently with long-term planning,” she 
said.

Tan Sri Rafidah 
Aziz urges govt 

to preserve CBN

KUALA LUMPUR: The government 
has decided to extend the land lease for 
SMK Convent Bukit Nanas for another 
60 years, the Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) announced April 22.

The announcement comes just months 
ahead of the lease’s expiry this Septem-
ber 6, and also amid an ongoing court 
challenge by the school against the land 
office’s refusal to extend the lease.

“The extension is given to SMK Con-
vent Bukit Nanas for educational pur-
poses only,” said the PMO in a state-
ment.

Both the Chief Secretary of the Gov-
ernment and the Federal Territories 
Land and Mines director have met with 
the Lady Superior of the Society of Saint 
Maur, Theresa Chua, who represents 
the board of trustees for SMK Convent 
Bukit Nanas.

Both sides have agreed to the recom-
mended resolutions that were discussed.

“With this decision, may SMK Con-

vent Bukit Nanas continue to succeed as 
a School Cluster of Excellence in pro-
ducing ideal individuals of high quality 
for the nation,” said the PMO.

The ongoing court case over the Fed-
eral Territories Land and Mines Office’s 
refusal to extend the land lease for the 
school began as early as 2017.

On October 4 of that year, the school 
wrote to the Federal Territories Land Of-
fice to ask for an extension of the land 
lease that was due to expire on Septem-
ber 6, 2021, but only received a response 
in January 2021 with a letter dated De-
cember 18, 2020 to notify the non-re-
newal of the lease but with no reason 
stated for the decision.

The school filed a court challenge on 
April 7 to seek the quashing of the de-
cision to not renew the land lease. On 
April 19 (Monday), the school obtained 
leave from the court to proceed with the 
hearing of this judicial review, with the 
Attorney General’s Chambers not ob-
jecting to leave being granted. — By 
Jerry Ching, Malay Mail

Govt extends Convent 
Bukit Nanas land lease 
for another 60 years

“We are grateful and thank the government of Malaysia for extending the land lease for 60 
years.” The school’s administration thanks Malaysians for their love, care and concern towards 
the well-being of Convent Bukit Nanas. “The support for the school demonstrated over the 
past days has certainly encouraged us, particularly the teachers who have toiled to ensure the 
children continue to receive a good education,” said Lady Superior of the Society of Saint Maur, 
Sr Theresa Chua Siu Yan on April 22, 2021.

A Heritage To Behold - A Legacy of 122 Years
CBN qualifies to be listed as a national heritage 
site under the National Heritage Act 2005.
 This school is under the KL City Plan 2020 
zone which is within the development plan, un-
der the Federal Territory Planning Act 1982 as 
a public facility and as a heritage zone.
 Therefore, this school qualifies to be listed 
as a national heritage site under the National 
Heritage Act 2005 and not just as a heritage site 
in the KL City Plan 2020.
 During the Japanese occupation, CBN acted 
as a temporary shelter for hundreds of civilian 
refugees, thanks to the sisters who looked after 
them throughout the occupation.
 CBN has also been a home to orphans, many 
abandoned babies and special needs children 
who were taught and raised into self-sufficient 
adults.
 The 122 years old school is one of the last 
few remaining all-girls schools in Malaysia and 
has provided education for tens of thousands 
of Malaysian women, producing many eminent 
personalities including the current serving gov-
ernor of Bank Negara, the Queen of Selangor, 
Adibah Noor (M’sian actress, singer, mc) and 
Dr Farrah Hani (former Malaysian gymnast) to 
name a few. — By Melissa Fernando, Astro 
Awani (https://bit.ly/3n92hJm)



Is there a difference between 
divorce and annulment?

KUALA LUMPUR: In the 21st cen-
tury, there are more breakdowns in 
marriages. This was the latest topic on 
Catholics at Home Divorce or Annul-
ment - What is the Difference? with 
Fr William Michael from the Penin-
sular Malaysia Ecclesiastical Tribunal 
(PMET).

According to Malaysian law, a 
couple must be married in a civil pro-
ceeding and later may have a religious 
ceremony of their choice. If one or 
both parties are Catholic, their union 
must be blessed in a Catholic Church 
but prior registration of the civil union 
must take place at the marriage reg-
istry.

The Catholic Church recognises 
the civil registration of any parties. 

If they want to end the said union, 
they must go through the civil process 
by obtaining a lawyer, going to court 
on a single or joint petition, and pro-
ceeding with an application to obtain 
a divorce. The Decree Nisi is the first 
stage of the two-part divorce order 
which culminates in Decree Absolute, 
which brings the marriage to an end 
and confirms the couple is formally 
divorced. If either party in the mar-
riage is Catholic or wishes to marry 
a Catholic, they must also obtain an 
annulment or a dissolution from the 
tribunal because, in the eyes of the 

Church, the bond that exists from a 
marriage in Church still exists even 
after a civil divorce.

In the Catholic Church, an Ecclesi-
astical annulment is separate from a 
civil action of divorce, although they 
both serve the same purpose. 

To obtain an annulment, the tribu-
nal will first check the validity of the 
marriage. In the Catholic Church, Fr 
William said, this means a marriage 
must have three elements – consent 
(agree to the marriage out of their free 
will), be free of any of impediment, 
and observation of the Canonical 
Form, whereby the marriage must be 
conducted in the presence of a priest 
or deacon with a license to officiate 
the ceremony, as well as two witness-

es for validity.
At the tribunal for an annulment, the 

appealing couple’s union may have 
had all resemblance of a marriage – 
a church wedding service, followed 
by a reception and everyone present 
thinking it was a valid marriage but in 
fact, there could have been some de-
fect in any or all three of the elements 
– be it in the consent, being free from 
impediments that are not dispensed 
or the form was not observed. Thus, 
making the marriage invalid.

In a Catholic marriage, consent is 
what makes a marriage — not the 
gown, ring, or dinner reception, said 
Fr William. “The tribunal will ask 
the couple to think back to the be-
ginning of the marriage and ask why 

they think it is an invalid marriage. If 
a couple says, ‘The marriage doesn’t 
work anymore’ it isn’t grounds for an 
annulment.”

Some of the obstacles faced in giv-
ing full consent or having full free-
dom to marry include when the girl 
is pregnant, and as Catholics who 
wish to uphold the Church’s teach-
ings, rush the couple into marriage. 
However, is the marriage something 
that the couple want? Do they love 
each other and do they sincerely in-
tend marriage, are considerations that 
come into question.

The second obstacle is parental in-
terference. Even in the 21st century, 
parents, especially Asians, are influ-
encing daughters or sons in their 20s 
and nudging them towards marriage 
without really finding out if they are 
ready for it. The third common issue 
is, a couple falling in love at first sight 
and rushing into marriage. They only 
get to know the partner after marriage 
and realise it isn’t what they signed up 
for at all.

Fr William said there cannot be any 
form of coercion when considering 
marriage. Each party must want to 
enter it out of free will. The padres 
also clarified that to have grounds 
for an annulment, it must be proven 
that the marriage was not valid on the 

wedding day, and not some months or 
years down the road when the parties 
find they have changed and cannot 
live together amicably anymore. This 
may be cause for divorce but not an 
annulment.

He also always tries to have the 
couple see a clergy or lay counsellor 
– to discuss issues and think things 
over before proceeding. He also en-
courages them to seek professional 
help if need be, before making final 
decisions. An application comes with 
an administration fee of RM1,000. 
However, couples may still withdraw 
their application if they can work 
things out. 

The Ecclesiastical Tribunal was 
started in 1986 by the three Bishops 
— then Archbishop Soter Fernandez, 
Bishop Antony Selvanayagam and 
Bishop James Chan. In 1983, Pope 
John Paul II promulgated the Code of 
Cannon law, and three years later, the 
local bishops set up a tribunal. It start-
ed by only listening to marriage cases 
but in 1989, the bishops began listen-
ing to criminal cases. Marriage cases 
are contentious cases while criminal 
cases are penal.  The tribunal is led by 
a priest known as a Judicial Vicar who 
must have a doctorate in Cannon law 
from a recognised Catholic university.  
— By Gwen Manickam

Fr William Michael explaining the difference on Catholics@Home.

Helping families to have hope in God
KUALA LUMPUR:  The KL Arch-
diocesan Family Life Commis-
sion organised a webinar in Tamil 
on Rise in Hope in the families on 
April 17. This was in conjunction 
with Solidarity in Diversity in family 
life. Emmanuel Ratnam and Cynthia 
Varghese were the moderators. The 
panelists were Fr John Chinnapan 
Anandan OFM Cap and Perzeus and 
Anne. 

In a culture that has lost hope, the 
panellists and the moderators shared 
their life experiences on HOPE in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It was an hour 
of sharing on their unshakable con-
fidence in God — even when cir-
cumstances give them every reason 
to doubt.

Fr John explained the meaning of 
having HOPE in our families and in 
society in general. The Risen Lord 

Jesus grants us HIS Peace! What are 
we afraid of? Is our life like a boat 
in rough sea amidst strong wind? Is 
fear gripping us, causing doubts and 
questions to arise in our mind regard-
ing God’s goodness and HIS lov-
ing presence in our life’s struggles 
whether in the families or communi-
ties we live in? Fr John also empha-
sised that parents play a vital role in 
developing faith in children. When 
they become youths and adults, this 
faith will guide them in their life.   

Perzeus and Anne shared their ex-
perience of the importance of prayer, 
reading the Bible in the family, espe-
cially instilling this habit in children. 
Children look up to their parents as 
their faith educators. Every day, chil-
dren are exposed to social media and 
we, as parents, should guide them 
in distinguishing between the good 

and bad. In Perzus’ family, prayer is 
a daily routine when they begin and 
end the day. At times due to tired-
ness, Perzeus and Anne might forget 
to have their prayer session, but the 
children will remind them. This is 
the kind of joy that parents get when 
the children follow what has been 
taught. He went on further, sharing 
his experience during the pandemic, 
the challenges he and his wife faced 
and how they overcome them by 
holding on to the promises of our 
Lord.

The moderators also shared their 
experiences. When we hope in HIM, 
we find the confidence and strength 
to face any challenge that comes our 
way. We can find encouragement and 
joy amid life’s struggles because we 
know we have HOPE with our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Prayer and the Word of 

God is a must in every family. 
Three key points to take away 

from the session are: HOPE 
i) is an unshakable confidence in 

God, despite one’s circumstances, 
ii) is essential to a believer’s faith,  

iii) gives strength, teaches patience 
and brings encouragement.

For those who missed out on the 
webinar, please log on to https://you-
tu.be/kBccfguBrX0 — By Joshua 
Vinod Balakrishnan

Holy Family Church organises virtual resume review workshop 
KAJANG: The Social Communica-
tions Ministry of the Church of the 
Holy Family organised a virtual re-
sume review workshop on April 17 
for those considering a career move, 
entering the workplace for the first 
time, or re-entering the job market 
after a displacement/cutback. 

The workshop was conducted on 
Zoom by Karen RS, a seasoned HR 
consultant, and covered the key el-
ements in a resume, recommended 
resume layouts and how recruiters 
review resumes. The 20 participants 
who attended were not only parish-
ioners from the Church of the Holy 
Family but were also from other 
parishes. 

The small group allowed Karen 
to help the participants personalise 
their resumes based on the industry 

they work in and their work experi-
ence as they ranged from entry-level 
job seekers to experienced profes-

sionals.   
The workshop was organised to 

provide support to those looking for 
work, as it can be a daunting experi-
ence in today’s economy, regardless 
of experience and expertise. It is 
now more important than ever to be 
noticed by companies that are still 
hiring, and in the fierce competition 
being faced, a good resume is more 
likely to help a candidate stand out. 

Among the tips shared by Karen 
were the kind of keywords candi-
dates should use in their resume 
given that most companies now rely 
on AI-powered hiring platforms to 
perform the initial review, scanning 
applications for specific words and 

phrases to identify candidates who 
match well with the job description. 
She also shared online resources 
that can be used to build a resume 
and touched on the importance of 
LinkedIn for jobseekers. 

The virtual workshop was a hit 
with the participants, with many of 
them commenting on how helpful 
the workshop was and apprecia-
tion of Karen’s insight, with their 
questions broaching topics on the 
job search process beyond resumes, 
such as the interview process and 
salary negotiation. All the partici-
pants stayed on for an extra half 
hour, to have all their questions an-
swered. — By Jacinta Albert
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A webinar on the topic, “Rise in Hope in the families” in conjunction with 
Solidarity in Diversity in family life.

Participants of the Virtual Resume Review workshop.
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WASHINGTON: Catholic scien-
tists and ethicists have warned of 
the potential for a slippery slope 
in response to reports that scien-
tists had successfully created a 
“chimeric embryo” that was part 
macaque monkey and part human. 

An article published April 15 
in the journal Cell described how 
scientists took a blastocyst from a 
macaque and added human cells. 
The blastocyst then developed 
into a chimeric embryo, mean-
ing it has parts of two species. It 
is the goal that these beings could 
be used to grow human organs, 
which would then be used in 
transplantation. 

Similar experiments have oc-
curred using other animals; this 
was the first time a monkey-hu-

man chimera had been created. 
“When it comes to the ethics of 

mixing cellular materials between 
humans and animals to produce 
‘chimeric animals,’ the details of 
what researchers are doing will 
be of the essence,” said Fr Tad 
Pacholczyk, the director of educa-
tion at the National Catholic Bio-
ethics Centre.

An ethical example of this 
research, he said, would be to 
“implant human stem cells into 
embryonic monkeys in order to 
grow human hearts, kidneys, and 
other organs inside the monkey 
animal, primarily to alleviate se-
rious donor shortages for organ 
transplants.” 

This would be ethical “as long 
as certain limits and boundaries 

are respected.” 
The reverse, however--adding 

monkey stem cells to a human-
-would “raise grave ethical objec-
tions,” he said. 

Fr Pacholczyk said that among 
the boundaries needed for ethical 
experimentation of this type were 
a “goal to induce one species, the 
monkey, to grow an organ or tis-
sue of the other,” instead of a goal 
of a creation of a “new” species.

“The procedures must not in-
volve the replication of major 
pillars of human identity or hu-
man cognition in the monkey, 
such as through the human brain 
system,” he said, adding that the 
monkey should not be able to pro-
duce human gametes either. — By   
Christine Rousselle, CNA

Ethicists urge caution after creation of  
monkey embryos containing human cells

CHIANG MAI: Catholics in a 
northern Thai province have been 
supporting thousands of displaced 
Karen refugees from Myanmar — 
in stark contrast to the Thai gov-
ernment’s unwelcoming policy 
regarding refugees and migrants 
from the military-ruled neigh-
bouring country.

Church leaders joined by Cath-
olics in Chiang Mai have wel-
comed and supported thousands 
of Karen refugees with aid after 
they fled their homes in Myan-
mar’s Kayin state and hid in the 
forest near the Thanlyin River on 
the Thai-Myanmar border.

Bishop Francis Xavier Vira Ar-
pondratana of Chiang Mai said 
that the diocesan team of lay vol-
unteers, priests and nuns has been 
providing aid to Karen people in 
two locations south of Salawin 
National Park near the border.

Bishop Vira also appealed to 
church groups in Thailand to as-

sist the refugees with aid includ-
ing money, water, food, medicine 
and daily essentials.

Sr Aranya Kitbunchu, president 
of the Federation of Religious 
Superiors in Thailand, has joined 
with Chiang Mai Diocese and 
Caritas Thailand in the rescue op-
eration for refugees.

“The refugees are in a desperate 
situation: they need food, water, 
medicine and other basic services 
to survive these difficult times,” 
said Sr Aranya, who acts as the 
coordinator of volunteers and 
representatives of religious orders 
responding to the refugee emer-
gency since late March.

Fighting between Karen re-
bels and the Myanmar army has 
escalated since the military coup 
that ousted the elected National 
League for Democracy (NLD) 
government of Aung Sang Suu 
Kyi on Feb 1.

Amid the upsurge in skirmish-

es, the military launched airstrikes 
coupled with ground attacks in 
five areas allegedly controlled 
by the Karen National Liberation 
Army, the armed wing of the Ka-
ren National Union.

The attacks left three civilians 
dead and wounded seven others, 
forcing more than 10,000 people 
to flee their homes and hide in the 
forest. Some 3,000 mostly Chris-
tian Karen people have crossed 
the border into Thailand to avoid 
the conflict.

The Thai government of Prime 
Minister Prayut Chanocha, a 
former military chief, has been 
unwelcoming to refugees from 
Myanmar. The European Karen 
Network alleged that Thai author-
ities blocked humanitarian aid to 
Myanmar refugees and deported 
dozens despite the threat of vio-
lence in Karen villages. The move 
triggered an outcry from human 
rights groups. — ucanews.com

Thai Catholics assist 
Myanmar’s Karen refugees

A human-monkey chimeric blastocyst. (CNA photo/Weizhi Ji via Kunming 
University of Science and Technology)

Karen refugees near the Salween River in Mae Hong Son, Thailand, on March 29, 2021. (UCA News photo/
Karen Women’s Organisation)

HONG KONG: Authorities in com-
munist China have continued a 
clampdown on Christian orphanages 
under the guise of enforcing new reg-
ulations on religious affairs, leaving 
thousands of poor and disadvantaged 
orphans and disabled children in dan-
ger without vital support.

China enforced the new regulations 
in February 2018 and since then has 
shut down a number of Catholic and 
Protestant-run orphanages in various 
provinces, according to Bitter Winter, 
a magazine on religious liberty and 
human rights.

Authorities have accused Christian 
groups of proselytising and convert-
ing children by using charities under 
a repressive clause in the new regu-
lations which says “public interest 
charitable activities must not be used 
to proselytise by any organisation or 
individual.” It also prohibits evange-
lisation of minors under 18.

Last week authorities in Zhaoxian 
in Hebei province shut down Liming 
Zhi Jia (House of the Dawn) orphan-
age which was run by Catholic nuns 
from the Sisters of the Child Jesus 
congregation. The orphanage was 
founded by former Bishop Raimondo 
Wang Chonglin of Zhaoxian in 1988.

The orphanage had dozens of disa-
bled children and some adult orphans, 
who were forced to move to other 
facilities. The authorities denied per-

mission to staff and volunteers to be 
in contact with the inmates.

Some speculated that the action 
was related to the clampdown on 
church facilities and structures op-
erated by the unregistered Catholic 
Church in China.

It should be noted that Bishop 
Wang, who died in 2010, was recog-
nized by the Vatican but not by the 
state as he was not a member of the 
state-run Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence of China and Chinese Catholic 
Patriotic Association. Zhaoxian Dio-
cese is run by an apostolic adminis-
trator as it remains without a bishop 
despite the secretive Vatican-China 
deal over bishop appointments.

Another Catholic orphanage in 
Taiyuan, capital of Shanxi province, 
was closed down in August 2019. For 
more than two decades, the centre 
had served hundreds of poor orphans, 
garnering praise from local people.

The authorities claimed the centre 
run by Catholic nuns from the Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart was involved in 
“illegal adoption practices” and that it 
was not authorised by the state.

The closure forced more than 100 
children to relocate to a state-run wel-
fare house. An employee lamented 
that the centre followed all govern-
ment rules, yet it was shut down only 
because of its “religious affiliation.”  
— ucanews.com

China intensifies clampdown 
on Christian orphanages

Many of the children at China’s Christian orphanages have special needs. (UCA 
News photo)
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People must care for creation or face 
self-destruction
VATICAN: When it comes to safeguarding 
creation, there is no time to waste — human-
ity must either live up to its responsibility or 
continue on a path of self-destruction, Pope 
Francis said, commemorating Earth Day with 
a video message.

The Pope appealed to world leaders to “act 
with courage, work with justice and always tell 
people the truth, so that people know how to 
protect themselves from the destruction of the 
planet, how to protect the planet from the de-
struction that many times we trigger.”

The pope’s recorded message was aired as 
part of “Earth Day Live: Restore Our Earth,” 
a global event livestreamed on April 22 and 
sponsored by EarthDay.org.

Bringing together dozens of experts, activ-
ists, educators, researchers, musicians, artists 
and influencers, the event sought to “explore 
the natural processes, emerging green technol-
ogies and innovative thinking that can restore 
the world’s ecosystems,” according to its web-
site. More than 8.5 million viewers watched 
last year’s livestream, it said.

Addressing viewers in Spanish, the Pope 
thanked them for what they were doing, for 
their “good intentions” and for gathering to-
gether for the virtual event.

While there has been growing awareness for 

a long time about the need to protect and care 
for nature, especially God’s gift of biodiversity, 
humanity must do so with “the utmost attention 
and respect,” he said.

The global COVID-19 pandemic, in fact, has 
shown what happens when the world comes to 
a standstill, even just for a few months, he said, 
referring to scientific reports that estimated car-
bon emissions fell by between 14 per cent and 
17 per cent at the peak of the global lockdowns 
in early 2020, with a total drop of six per cent 
in global CO2 emissions for 2020, according 
to a 2021 report by the International Energy 
Agency. However, CO2 output emissions are 
on the rise again with December 2020 output 
being two per cent more than the same month 
in 2019, the IEA said.

The Pope said the pandemic has shown the 
“sadly positive impact” humanity has on na-
ture — how people can cause damage, but also 
how the environment “needs our lives on this 
planet.”

It shows how everyone counts and “also 
teaches us even more what we must do to cre-
ate a planet that is just, equitable and safe from 
an environmental point of view,” he said.

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown how 
interdependent everything is, he said, as hu-
manity must share the planet.

“Global disasters, COVID and the climate 
all show that we do not have time to wait,” that 
time is ticking and yet, “we have the means to 
face the challenge,” he said.

But the time to act is now, he added; “we are 
at the limit.”

“We will be more resilient if we work togeth-
er instead of doing it alone,” Pope Francis said. 
“The adversity we are experiencing with the 
pandemic, and which we already notice with 
climate change, must spur us, must push us 
toward innovation, invention and to seek new 
pathways.”

People have a choice to come out of a crisis 
“better or worse,” he said. “This is the chal-
lenge, and if we do not come out of it better, we 
are taking a path of self-destruction.”

The Pope also sent a video message on April 
22 to the online “Leaders Summit on Climate” 
hosted by U.S. President Joe Biden to discuss 

the need for an increased commitment to limit 
global warming and to highlight challenges 
and new solutions.

The Pope praised the summit as a step to-
ward taking charge of caring for creation — a 
gift “that we have to heal, protect and carry 
forward.”

“Our concern is to see that the environment is 
cleaner, purer and better preserved, and to take 
care of nature so that it takes care of us,” he 
said, wishing the leaders success and thanking 
them for deciding to move forward together.

Earlier in the day, the Pope tweeted: “We 
have broken the bonds of our relationship with 
the Creator, with our fellow human beings, and 
with the rest of creation.”

Using the hashtag, #EarthDay, Pope Francis 
wrote, “We need to heal the damaged relation-
ships that are essential to supporting us and the 
entire fabric of life.” — By Carol Glatz, CNS

A file photo of a group of environmental activists from Greenpeace protesting in Kuala Lumpur 
in 2019. (Greenpeace Malaysia)
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ENGLAND: The Global Healing initiative is 
the Catholic Church in England and Wales’ 
response to the Pope’s Encyclical Laudato Si. 
In it Pope Francis calls for dialogue and action 
concerning the care of ‘our common home’, 
and urges all of us to make changes to our life-
styles so as to combat environmental degrada-
tion. He describes the Earth as looking “more 
and more like an immense pile of filth”.

The Global Healing initiative is particularly 
relevant in the light of the Report from the In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 
which tells us that unless governments and in-
dividuals immediately and significantly change 
their lifestyles in these major areas — land use, 
energy, transport and industry — the future for 
the planet is very bleak. And we are given a 
very short time in which to act to avert disaster.

As part of the Global Healing initiative, the 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has 
produced two films. The main film lasts for 33 
minutes. It describes the damage that human-

kind is doing to the planet and to its inhabitants, 
and the resultant environmental emergency 
we are facing. The second film, A Practical 

Response, is 14 minutes long and suggests 
changes we can make to our lifestyles at home, 
at work and in our parishes to help reverse that 
damage. There are several pauses during both 
films for group discussions.

The Global Catholic Climate Movement 
(GCCM), which aims to mobilise the world’s 
1.2 billion Catholics to tackle the climate crisis, 
runs an online course to educate and empower 
people to bring the Laudato Si’ Encyclical to 
life. The Laudato Si’ Animators are people, 
mainly Catholics, who have graduated from 
this course, and are keen to inspire others in 
parishes, in schools and in the world at large 
to engage in dialogue and action on the current 
environmental crisis. We do this by promoting 
the messages in Laudato Si’. 

In Lent 2021, with the expertise of GCCM, 
the animators produced an online course in 
which we screened the Global Healing films 
including the follow up Global Caring films, 
with Talks, Question and Answer opportunities 

and the Chat facility. All aimed at presenting 
the environmental crisis and encouraging par-
ticipation in reversing it, through action and 
dialogue in our parishes, homes and at work.

The course was very successful, with over 
900 people registering to take part. There were 
six sessions, each with an inspiring speaker, 
talking about a range of topics including Eco-
logical conversion, Living in harmony with 
God’s creation and Hope for the future, and 
we shared prayers and readings. We sent out a 
handout after each session, with prayers, reflec-
tions, news and suggested actions relevant to 
the session. The feedback was very encourag-
ing. 

We have gained new supporters from the 
course, widening our network of people in the 
dioceses who want to be environmentally ac-
tive. We are confident that we have focused 
minds and hearts on Laudato Si, and that 
the seeds we have planted will grow. — By        
Virginia Bell, ICN

VATICAN: Integral ecology should lead to 
new lifestyles that respond to the cry of the 
earth and the poor within a spiritual dimen-
sion. This is what the Laudato Si’ Year and its 
upcoming seven-year follow-up action plan 
intend to achieve. Salesian priest Fr Joshtrom 
Kureethadam made the remark in view of 
Earth Day, Thursday, April 22. 

The Indian priest, who is Coordinator of the 
Sector on Ecology and Creation under the Vati-
can Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development, has been overseeing the Special 
Laudato Si’ Anniversary Year from May 24, 
2020 to May 24, 2021, which Pope Francis 
called to mark the 5th anniversary of his en-
cyclical, Laudato Si’. Despite the restrictions 
caused by the pandemic, the yearlong event 
was marked with a slew of events, held mostly 
virtually. 

Fr Joshstrom, who is also Chair of Philoso-

phy of Science and Director of the Institute of 
Social and Political Sciences at the Salesian 
Pontifical University in Rome, underscored the 

importance of the “connection between new 
lifestyle and integral ecology,” saying new life-
styles cannot be merely mean the use of renew-

able energy, recycling, or taking public trans-
port.  “All these actions are important, but in 
the vision of integral ecology, the approach has 
to be much more comprehensive, much more 
holistic - that we need to respond to the crisis of 
the earth,” he said.

“We also need to respond to the cry of the 
poor. So we need to put the poor, the suffering, 
the vulnerable at the centre of everything we do 
in the Church today.”

He pointed to the third aspect of this new life-
style, namely the “dimension of spirituality, that 
the Earth is God's creation.” Thus, “a new life-
style would also mean acquiring this contem-
plative view of the natural world, that we pray 
the creation, that we celebrate creation, that cre-
ation enters into our liturgy.” This is the reason, 
as Pope Francis explains in Laudato Si’, why 
we give thanks to God, such as before and after 
meals. — By Robin Gomes, Vatican News

Earth Day: ‘Laudato sí’ urges new integral ecology lifestyles

Laudato Si Animators - We can all do something!

An Earth Day poster depicting a facemask in Bangkok in Thailand, amid a surge in COVID-19 
cases. (Vatican News)

EARTH DAY 2021 l RESTORE OUR EARTH

Earth Day 2021: Global Healing Initiative
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Bishops in Vietnam have drawn up definite plans for 
training laypeople in faith practice and expanding 

training facilities.
Twenty-five active archbishops and bishops from the 

country’s 27 dioceses attended their first biannual meet-
ing on April 12-16 at Nha Trang Bishop’s House in the 
coastal city. 

Singapore-based Archbishop Marek Zalewski, non-
resident representative of the Holy See to Vietnam, sent 
a congratulatory letter to the meeting, explained Pope 
Francis’ encyclical Fratelli Tutti, meaning Brothers All, 
to Vietnamese bishops and briefed them on the Pope’s 
historic apostolic journey to Iraq.

Archbishop Zalewski, who has not paid regular pasto-
ral visits to the Southeast Asian country since February 
2020 due to preventive measures to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19, called on local bishops to look for suitable 
ministry plans to serve the faithful and help them to be 
utterly dedicated to God’s love in the current situation.

Local prelates decided that all parishes in dioceses 
would celebrate special Masses and hold devotions to St 
Joseph on Wednesdays until the end of the Year of St Jo-
seph on Dec 8. Catholics are urged to fervently pray to 
the foster father of Jesus to protect the universal Church 
and the local Church.

Bishop Joseph Nguyen Duc Cuong of Thanh Hoa, 
head of the Episcopal Commission for Peace and Jus-
tice, planned to train the laity in living out their faith 
among society by providing foundation courses on en-
vironment, peace, justice, dialogue and human rights 
based on the Church’s social teaching for 2022-25.

The Episcopal Commission for Evangelisation, head-
ed by Bishop Alfonse Nguyen Huu Long of Vinh, will 
work with Long Xuyen Diocese to organise a national 
meeting on “Proclaiming the Good News by telling sto-
ries of Jesus.”

During the five-day meeting, Archbishop Joseph Vui 
Van Thien of Hanoi, deputy secretary general of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Vietnam, was assigned 
to explore the possibilities of founding main facilities 
for the Catholic Institute of Vietnam in his archdiocese. 
The local Church’s first national institute launched in 
2015 is now based at a building in Ho Chi Minh City 
which was lent by the northern diocese of Bac Ninh for 
25 years.

The participants planned to train more teaching staff 
by sending candidates to study abroad.

They also agreed to set up a centre for clergy to go 
into retreat and get treatment for their problems based 
in Bao Loc City.

The prelates decided to express the local Church’s 
heartfelt gratitude to foreign missionaries by instigat-
ing the legal process of the causes for canonisation of 
the country’s first two bishops, Pierre de la Motte of 
Dang Trong (Cochinchine) and Francois Pallu of Dang 
Ngoai (Tonkin), who led the first vicariates that were 
established in 1659, and Bishop Jean Cassaigne, who 
dedicated himself to serving lepers from ethnic minority 
groups in Di Linh.

The bishops planned to schedule their next meeting 
for Oct 11-15 at Thai Binh Bishop’s House, when Thai 
Binh Diocese will celebrate the 85th anniversary of its 
establishment. — ucanews.com

Vietnamese bishops 
focus on laity formation

Why would a 76-year-old cardi-
nal whom the Pope will be “re-
tiring” in the coming months 

(if not weeks) suddenly announce he’s 
organising a big international conference 
on vocations that won’t take place until 
next year in Rome?

That’s exactly what Cardinal Marc 
Ouellet did on April 12 when he launched 
plans for a symposium titled Towards a 
Fundamental Theology of the Priest-
hood. The event — at which he is the 
host, main speaker and chief organiser — 
is scheduled for February 17-19, 2022. 

That’s still 10 months away. And by 
then the polyglot French-Canadian cardi-
nal will already be 77 (he was born June 
8, 1944) and — without a doubt — no 
longer prefect of the Congregation for 
Bishops.

But another question arises: why is the 
Congregation for Bishops sponsoring an 
international theological gathering on vo-
cations? 

Not an adequate or full explanation
At the April 12 press conference an-
nouncing the symposium, Ouellet said 
the three-day event is meant to be a “vast 
theological endeavour which should offer 
a renewed vision, a sense of the essential, 
and a way of valuing all vocations while 
respecting what is specific to each”. 

In other words, it will not be just about 
vocations to the ministerial priesthood, 
but all “Church vocations”. Such a Vat-
ican-sponsored meeting would normally 
be an “inter-dicasterial” undertaking. 
That is, it would be jointly sponsored by 
offices that deal with the presbyterate, 
consecrated life (religious orders) and the 
laity.

Why is the Congregation for Bishops 
organising this, except, perhaps, because 
the bishops (“overseers”) are ultimately 
in charge of everything in the Church? 

But even that is not an adequate or 
full explanation. “The conference pro-
gramme is available to journalists and to 
the public from April 16” Cardinal Ouel-
let told reporters at the launch. “A web-
site, opened a few days ago, will provide 
further information to interested parties, 
facilitating registration for participants as 
well as to solicit financial contributions in 
support of the organisation of this great 
event,” he added.

A way to keep Cardinal Ouellet “in 
the game”  
The website is that of a vocations re-
search centre, “independent of the Holy 
See”, that Cardinal Ouellet founded last 
November in Paris. 

“Its purpose is to promote and support 
any research action in social sciences 
on vocations within society in the broad 
sense and all its branches, whether they 
are secular or religious institutions,” it 
says.

But after navigating the site, it quickly 
becomes apparent that its real aim is to 
promote Cardinal Ouellet through the ve-
hicle of his “great event” — the February 
symposium. 

Now why would the friendly French-
Canadian need to delve into such an am-
bitious project that he will, in all likeli-

hood, be overseeing as a 
retired Vatican official? 

Perhaps because it 
“keeps him in the game”, 
as it were. It’s hard to 
recall when a cardinal 
who was retired or with-
out portfolio was last elected Bishop of 
Rome. 

There are those among the cardinal-
electors who would be eager to back 
Ouellet’s candidacy. However, they 
know that once he is no longer head of 
the Congregation for Bishops, his chanc-
es to become pope greatly diminish. 

Benedict XVI gave Ouellet his influ-
ential Vatican job in June 2010 when 
he rescued the affable French-Canadian 
theologian from a difficult and rather dis-
mal eight-year tenure as Archbishop of 
Québec.

And when Benedict shocked the world 
and retired from the papacy in 2013, 
Ouellet was much discussed as a leading 
contender to succeed him.

“I have to be ready, even if I think that 
probably others could do it better,” he 
said in the run-up to the conclave. 

“But I will cross the river when I get to 
the bridge,” he said in English. “My iden-
tity is to be a missionary – right from the 
beginning,” said the cardinal.

Who is Marc Ouellet?
Cardinal Ouellet (pronounced whe-LET) 
is a career theologian and a member of 
the Sulpician teaching order. He was ap-
pointed Archbishop of Québec – Cana-
da’s primatial see – in 2003 after serving 
only eighteen months as bishop-secretary 
of the Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, an office then headed by 
Cardinal Walter Kasper.  

Before that Ouellet had spent most of 
his priesthood as a professor and rector in 
Sulpician seminaries in Canada and Co-
lombia. 

He also spent more than nine years in 
Rome, earning a licentiate in philosophy 
at the University of St Thomas (Angeli-
cum) and a doctorate in dogmatic theol-
ogy from the Gregorian University.

Additionally, he taught dogmatic theol-
ogy at the John Paul II Institute on Mar-
riage and the Family (1996-2002). Ouel-
let is considered an expert on the writings 
of the late Hans Urs von Balthasar and, 
since 1990, he has served on the edito-
rial board of the international theological 
journal, Communio.

Balthasar and Joseph Ratzinger were 
among those who founded the journal 
in 1972. The Canadian cardinal has an 
impressive curriculum vitae and speaks 
several languages fluently, switching ef-
fortlessly (especially) between French, 
English, Italian and Spanish.

You may recall that much was made of 
Cardinal Ouellet coming to Pope Fran-
cis’ defence a couple of years after the 
disgruntled former papal nuncio, Arch-
bishop Carlo Maria Viganò, demanded 
the Pope resign.

The kinder, gentler face of the 
anti-Francis faction
As was noted in this space when that oc-
curred, the cardinal was protecting his 

own good name — and keeping alive 
his candidacy for the Chair of Peter — as 
much as he was defending Francis.

It seemed more than plausible then, as 
his latest initiative does now, that these 
moves are part of a deliberate strategy by 
the cardinal and his supporters to careful-
ly craft his image as a centrist candidate 
in the next conclave.

This is not because Ouellet has person-
al ambitions or a thirst for power. Quite 
the contrary.

He and the more traditionalist and doc-
trinally conservative prelates who back 
him are extremely concerned about the 
future of the Church. They are worried 
about where Francis is taking it.

They know that the Argentine pope has 
stacked the College of Cardinals and they 
are fearful he has the numbers to ensure 
the election of a successor who will con-
tinue to push the Church into unpredict-
able places and unchartered waters.

Ouellet’s backers in the anti-Francis 
faction are hoping to promote the French-
Canadian as someone who could be a 
bridge between the different styles and 
ideas of the last two pontificates.

The “compromise” candidate in the 
next conclave?
Cardinal Ouellet is a staunch Benedict 
XVI loyalist who has managed to survive 
as a team player in Francis’ administra-
tion. He’s been extremely careful not to 
criticise the Jesuit pope, even though he 
has a very different vision of the Church, 
the nature of ministry and ecclesiology.

What’s interesting about the launch of 
the vocations’ symposium is that it uses 
all the language of synodality and reform 
that Francis is pushing, but the gathering 
is being planned by a group of people 
who cling to a classic, neo-scholastic the-
ology and model of Church.

It is not beyond the realm of possibil-
ity that there could be a conclave within 
the next two years. And even at 78 years 
of age, physically fit and still engaged, 
Marc Ouellet would likely be one of the 
anti-Francis bloc's ideal “compromise” 
candidates.

His supporters would try to present him 
as a man loyal to both Benedict and Fran-
cis and as someone with the theological 
heft and pastoral background to be able to 
advance the current Pope’s reforms, but 
in a more structured and reassuring insti-
tutional framework.

What Ouellet’s backers are really aim-
ing at, however, is having a new pope 
who would “domesticate” or emasculate 
Francis’ radically evangelical reform 
movement.

Put another way, they would try to 
market Ouellet as the candidate who will 
provide more theological structure to 
Francis’ reforms. But, in reality, they’d 
be endorsing a man who would actually 
bring back to port the ship that the Jesuit 
has pushed out into the deep.

And if he were to be elected Bishop of 
Rome, he’d probably be tempted to call 
himself Benedict XVII or John Paul III. 
But that would be too obvious. Beware if 
the next pope is a French-Canadian called 
Francis II. — By Robert Mickens, LCI 
(https:// international.la-croix.com/)
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The friendly French-Canadian cardinal who is finishing up more than a decade as head of the Vatican’s 
office for bishops has just launched his candidacy to become pope.

Cardinal Marc Ouellet 
throws his hat into the ring
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The Catholic Church is clear in 
its teaching on when life be-
gins: at conception. 

On death —  described as “the end 
of man’s earthly pilgrimage” — the 
Church teaches in the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church that “life is 
changed, not ended;” that death rep-
resents the moment of “the separa-
tion of the soul from the body.”

While the moment of human con-
ception —  the beginning of life — is 
well-understood and observed from 
a scientific standpoint, the exact mo-
ment of death can be harder to pin 
down.

This is especially true thanks to 
various forms of modern technology 
such as ventilators, which make it 
possible for doctors to declare a pa-
tient dead based on the state of their 
brain, even if their body appears, to 
the untrained eye, still to be alive. 

Brain death, also called death by 
neurological criteria, is the practice 
of declaring a person dead based on 
the loss of brain function, rather than 
the stoppage of the heart and breath-
ing. 

Brain death is, today, a commonly 
accepted standard for declaring a 
person dead. According to the 1981 
guidelines of the American Medical 
Association, brain death entails the 
“irreversible cessation of all func-
tions of the entire brain.” 

Most people are unlikely to need 
to think about brain death until it 
affects a loved one — but on a na-
tionwide scale, the phenomenon is 
more common than one might think. 
An estimated 42 people are declared 
brain dead throughout the US every 
day. 

The issue is complicated by the re-
ality of organ transplantation. Brain-
dead donors are, today, the primary 
source of organ transplants. 

Organs such as the heart, lungs, 
and pancreas can be — and are — 
harvested from brain dead donors as 
close to the time of death as possible. 
Donors’ bodies are sometimes given 
painkillers to stop involuntary move-
ments originating from the spinal 
cord. 

What Catholics should make 
of this
The term “brain death” is not found 
in the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. But statements from popes 
and from the Vatican have made it 
clear that, if properly diagnosed, the 
complete and irreversible cessation 
of all brain function is a valid way 
to assess with moral certainty that a 
person has died. 

Moral certainty, St John Paul II 
has said, “is considered the necessary 
and sufficient basis for an ethically 
correct course of action.”

Catholic doctors and ethicists to-
day largely echo the Vatican in stat-
ing that brain death, when properly 
diagnosed, is not a “kind” of death; it 
is simply death, period. 

However, brain death remains a 
hotly debated topic among some 
Catholic medical professionals and 
ethicists.

One Catholic doctor said he is 
concerned that proposed changes to 
US law regarding brain death could 
make it easier for doctors to diag-
nose, and thus may remove some of 
the rigor that the Church requires for 
moral certainty about brain death. 

What brain death is
A Harvard Medical School Ad Hoc 
Committee introduced the concept of 
“brain death” in August 1968 — less 
than a year after the first successful 
heart transplant, performed in South 
Africa in December 1967. 

The document from the Harvard 
committee introduced the idea that in 
addition to using “irreversible cessa-
tion” of cardiorespiratory function as 
a criterion for death, doctors also can 
use irreversible cessation of brain 
function to determine death. 

While legal standards for deter-
mining brain death differ from coun-
try to country, in the US the law rel-
evant to brain death is the Uniform 
Determination of Death Act. 

The UDDA, passed in 1981, states 
that an individual who has sustained 
“irreversible cessation of all func-
tions of the entire brain, including the 
brain stem, is dead.” 

All 50 states have adopted the 
UDDA into their own laws, with 
a few variations in the language 
used. New Jersey allows the family 
or proxy of a patient declared brain 
dead to object to the diagnosis on re-
ligious grounds. 

The UDDA leaves the “acceptable 
diagnostic tests and medical proce-
dures” for determining brain death 
to the “medical profession,” saying 
doctors remain “free to formulate 
acceptable medical practices and to 

utilise new biomedical knowledge, 
diagnostic tests, and equipment.” 

But above all, the act stipulates 
that a determination of death “must 
be made in accordance with accepted 
medical standards.”

It is worth noting that the “entire 
brain” provision of the UDDA dif-
fers from the law in some other 
countries, such as the UK. 

In an illustrative case in February 
2020, four-month-old Midrar Ali 
was disconnected from his ventila-
tor after judges agreed with doctors 
that the boy’s brain stem was dead. 
“Brain stem death” is not accepted 
for a diagnosis of death in many parts 
of the world, including in the US.

What Catholics should know 
about brain death 

A patient declared brain dead sleeps in a hospital bed. (photo/Unsplash)

In an Aug 29, 2000 address to 
the International Congress of 

the Transplantation Society, St 
John Paul II (pic) addressed the 
c o n c e p t 
of brain 
death. 

T h e 
Pope said 
that “the 
comple te 
and irre-
v e r s i b l e 
cessat ion 
of all brain activity...if rigor-
ously applied, does not seem 
to conflict with the essential 
elements of a sound anthropol-
ogy.”

In 2008 the Pontifical Acad-
emy of Sciences stated that 
“brain death...'is' death,” and 
that “something essential dis-
tinguishes brain death from 
all other types of severe brain 
dysfunction that encompass 
alterations of consciousness 
(for example, coma, vegetative 
state, and minimally conscious 
state).”

“If the criteria for brain death 
are not met, the barrier between 
life and death is not crossed, no 
matter how severe and irrevers-
ible a brain injury may be,” the 
academy added.

What the 
Catholic Church 
has said about 
brain death

Jozef Zalot, a staff ethicist for the 
National Catholic Bioethics Centre 

(NCBC), said that if accepted guide-
lines for determining brain death are 
rigorously applied, then it is possible 
to determine with “moral certainty” 
that a person has died. 

“The Catholic Church looks to the 
medical community to determine the 
biological signs that indicate with 
moral certainty that this event has 
already occurred. In recent years, 
medical research has indicated that 
the irreversible loss of brain function 
provides a firm indicator that death 
has already occurred,” the National 
Catholic Bioethics Centre (NCBC) 
says. 

The United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, in its 2018 Ethical 
and Religious Directives for Catholic 
Healthcare Services, states that the 
“determination of death should be 
made by the physician or competent 
medical authority in accordance with 
responsible and commonly accepted 
scientific criteria.” 

Dr Barbara Golder, a medical doc-
tor and lawyer with 
the Catholic Medical 
Association, stressed 
that Catholics are not 
obliged to continue 
futile care. She said 
that in general, for most situations, a 
brain death diagnosis is both “reliable 
and reasonable” when it is used to de-
termine whether to cease care, such as 
a ventilator, to a patient. 

Golder noted, however, that the re-
alities of a brain death diagnosis can 

leave doctors, family members, and 
observers uneasy. 

This is mainly because brain death 
often does not “look” like death, as a 
patient declared brain dead may still 
appear to be breathing, exhibit invol-
untary functions such as sweating, 
and may even grow and develop. 

Harvard ethicist Robert Truog, 
who does not believe 
that brain death neces-
sarily represents bio-
logical death, has noted 
that “In some cases — 
particularly involving 
children and otherwise healthy young 
adults — patients diagnosed as brain-
dead can actually survive biologically 
for many years, provided they receive 
basic life support like mechanical 
ventilation and tube feedings.”

The bodies of brain-dead patients 
are sometimes given anesthetics 
while their organs are harvested, and 
may exhibit involuntary movements. 

The Pontifical Academy of Sci-

ences addressed this in its 2008 paper 
stating that “the ventilator and not the 
individual, artificially maintains the 
appearance of vitality of the body. 
Thus, in a condition of brain death, the 
so-called life of the parts of the body 
is ‘artificial life’ and not natural life. 
In essence, an artificial instrument has 
become the principal cause of such a 
non-natural ‘life’. In this way, death is 
camouflaged or masked by the use of 
the artificial instrument.”

The NCBC agrees, stating that de-
spite the complete loss of brain func-
tion, “artificial support may cause the 
victim to appear alive visually and to 
the touch.”

The media, in reporting on brain 
death cases, often focus on this fact.  

One highly publicised case is that 
of Jahi McMath, a 13-year old Cali-
fornia girl who in December 2013 
suffered a brain haemorrhage after 
complications following routine ton-
sil surgery. 

Five physicians — two at Chil-

dren’s Hospital Oakland and three 
independent doctors requested by 
the family — declared McMath 
brain dead based on tests showing no 
blood flow to her brain and no signs 
of electrical activity after performing 
an EEG.

McMath’s family contested the 
diagnosis, and in January 2014 the 
hospital released her. The girl’s fam-
ily took her to an undisclosed location 
— reportedly in New Jersey — for 
treatment where, the family claims, 
McMath continued to live and grow 
with the help of a feeding tube. Vide-
os posted online show McMath occa-
sionally exhibiting movement, such 
as twitching her foot. 

In June 2018, McMath’s family 
said that the teenager had died, citing 
“complications associated with liver 
failure.” 

The NCBC has said in the past that 
cases where a patient declared brain 
dead has ultimately recovered or im-
proved indicate an incorrect diagnosis 
of brain death in the first place.

“Stories of people continuing on a 
ventilator for months or years after 
being declared brain dead typically 
indicate a failure to apply the tests 
and criteria for determination of brain 
death with proper attentiveness and 
rigor,” said Fr Tad Pacholczyk, direc-
tor of education for the centre, in a 
2005 information sheet.

“In other words, somebody is likely 
to have cut some corners in carrying 
out the testing and diagnosis.”

l Continued on Page 12

Zalot pointed to a FAQ on brain death

Jahi McMath receives a kiss from her sister, in this photo posted Aug 29, 2016 
on Facebook. (photo/Facebook/keepJahiMcmathonlifesupport)



Why do sincere people so 
often find themselves at 
odds with each other?  

The issue here is not about when 
sincerity meets insincerity or 
plain old sin. No. The question is 
why sincere, God-fearing people 
can find themselves radically at 
odds with each other.

There’s an interesting passage 
in Nikos Kazantzakis’ autobiogra-
phy that intimates far more than it 
reveals at first glance. Comment-
ing on Greek mythology and the 
many conflicts there among the 
gods and goddesses, Kazantzakis 
writes: “The heroes in ancient 
Greek tragedies were no more 
or less than Dionysus’ scattered 
limbs, clashing among them-
selves. They clashed because they 
were fragments. Each represented 
only one part of the deity; they 
were not an intact god. Dionysus, 
the intact god, stood invisible in 
the centre of the tragedy and gov-
erned the story’s birth, develop-
ment and catharsis. For the initi-
ated spectator, the god’s scattered 
limbs, though battling against one 
another, had already been secretly 
united and reconciled within him. 
They had composed the god’s in-
tact body and formed a harmony.” 

In Greek mythology, the su-

preme god, Dionysus, was intact, 
containing all the scattered pieces 
of divinity that took particular in-
carnations in various gods, god-
desses and human persons. Inside 
Dionysus, the intact god, there 
was harmony, everything fitted 
together, but everywhere else var-
ious pieces of divinity wrestled 
and sparred with each other, for-
ever in tension and power strug-
gles. 

That image is a fertile metaphor 
shedding light on many things. 
Among other things, it can help 
us understand what’s at the root 
of many of the conflicts between 
sincere people and why we have a 
lot of religious differences. 

What is the root cause when 
people are at odds with each other 
and there is no insincerity or sin 
involved, when both parties are 
honest and God-fearing? 

Today we speak of ideological 
differences, historical differences, 
political differences and personal 
history as to why sincere people 
often see the world differently and 
are at odds with each other. We 
have language for that. However, 
I’m not sure our current language 
(for all its sophistication) captures 
the heart of this as clearly as does 
that particular metaphor inside 

Greek mythology. In the end, 
aren’t we all grabbing our own 
piece of God and making it the 
be all and end all, without accept-
ing that those we are fighting also 
have a piece of God, and we have 
divinity fighting divinity? 

Boiled down to its root, isn’t 
that what lies at the base of the 
tension between “conservative” 
and “liberal”, soul and spirit, head 
and heart, young and old, body 
and soul, and between the other 
binaries that divide us? Haven’t 
each of us grabbed an authentic 
piece of divinity and (because 
we don’t have a vision of the in-
tact God) let our piece of divinity 

become the prism through which 
everything else must be seen? 

We are not an “initiated specta-
tor” who, as Kazantzakis puts it, 
has enough of a vision of the in-
tact God to see how all the pieces 
ultimately fit in harmony. So we 
continue in our disharmony.

Much too can be gleaned from 
this image in terms of how we 
view other religions. Writing 
around the year 200 AD, one of 
our renowned Church Fathers, 
Clement of Alexandria, wrote a 
book he entitled (in Greek), Stro-
mata, a word which literally means 
“being strewn about”. His con-
cept (carefully nuanced through 
his Christian lens) was that God, 
while revealed normatively in 
Jesus Christ, is also “strewn” (in 
pieces) in other religions and in 
nature itself. In essence, what he 
is saying is that there are pieces 
of God lying around everywhere, 
though Clement doesn’t elaborate 
on how these discrete pieces of di-
vinity often fight with each other.

More recently, Raimondo Pan-
ikkar (died 2010), one of the ma-
jor Christian commentators on 
world religions, again picked up 
this concept of God as “strewn” 
and applied it to world religions. 
For him, what Christianity sees as 

contained in the Trinity is experi-
enced in pieces by people in other 
faiths. For example, certain faiths, 
like Buddhism, make central the 
experience of contingency, awe, 
dependence and self-effacement 
in the face of what they believe 
to be “God”. For Panikkar, these 
are religions of “God the Father”. 
Some other faiths, particularly 
Christianity but also Judaism and 
Islam, strongly emphasise “God, 
the Father”, but their scriptures 
and other beliefs have an incarna-
tional principle, a “Christ”. Cer-
tain other religions such as Tao-
ism and Hinduism focus much 
more on the experience of spirit, 
the “Holy Spirit”. Since we each 
emphasise different aspects of 
God, it is no surprise that, despite 
sincerity on all sides, we often 
don’t get along.

And so we, sincere, God-
fearing people, are often at odds 
with each other; but it’s helpful 
to know (and acknowledge) that 
an “intact” God stands invisible 
in the centre of our conflicts and 
watches us fight with “his scat-
tered limbs”, knowing that in the 
end all these strewn pieces will 
be united again in harmony.  — 
By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights             
reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

The origin of  our 
conflicts and differences
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Josef Zalot, a 
staff ethicist 
for the Nation-
al Catholic Bi-
oethics Cen-
tre (NCBC), 
said while in 
principle hav-
ing uniform 
guidelines is a good thing, it is 
worth asking whether the Ameri-
can Association of Neurology 
(AAN) guidelines, as proposed by 
the authors of the revisions, are 
the best guidelines to use. 

The proposed changes to the 
Uniform Determination of Death 
Act (UDDA) seem, Zalot said, to 
militate against moral certitude 
that a person is dead by making 
certain confirmatory tests unnec-
essary. 

“It certainly gives the appear-
ance of cutting corners,” he said. 

Joseph Eble, a private prac-
tice doctor and 
president of the 
Tulsa Guild of 
the Catholic 
Medical Asso-
ciation, said he 
worries that a 
shift away from 
anything less 
than the most rigorous standards 
for diagnosing brain death could 
make it harder for Catholics to be 
morally certain that a person has 

in fact died. 
While the AAN guidelines do 

acknowledge that brain death di-
agnoses are complex and ought 
only be done by a doctor with 
considerable skill and experience, 
the guidelines also state that tests 
such as an EEG are not required 
for pronouncing brain death. 

“The AAN Guidelines require 
only clinical testing at the pa-
tient’s bedside for a declaration of 
BD, even though more advanced 
testing could reveal persistent 
brain function which bedside test-
ing could miss,” Eble said. 

Eble says he worries that mak-
ing such tests optional under law 
will make it easier for doctors to 
diagnose brain death in patients 
who have a chance of recovery if 
their organs were not harvested 
and they were given additional 
time. 

In his 2000 address, St John 
Paul II stressed the importance of 
only removing organs from people 
who have definitively died. 

The Pope’s speech built upon 
his writing in the 1995 encycli-
cal Evangelium Vitae, in which 
he decried any practice whereby 
“organs are removed without re-
specting objective and adequate 
criteria which verify the death of 
the donor,” calling such a practice 
a form of “furtive...euthanasia.”

Once again, the issue of organ 
transplantation, which is a lucrative 
business, complicates the matter. 

According to the US House 
Committee on Oversight and 
Reform, which launched an in-
vestigation into corruption in 
the organ transplant industry in 
December 2020, many of the na-
tion’s 58 organ procurement or-
ganisations have exhibited prob-
lems such as waste, “exorbitant 
executive pay,” and lobbying 
against reforms. 

While organ donation and ac-
ceptance is allowed and even 
laudable for Catholics, care must 
be taken to ensure that the patient 
is in fact dead. 

The NCBC states that it is ac-
ceptable for Catholics to receive 
transplanted organs from brain 
dead donors, as long as there is 
moral certainty that the diagnosis 
has been made with “rigor.”

‘It’s really important’
Eble said he hopes Catholics will 
carefully consider the topic of 
brain death.

“It would be most helpful if the 
United States Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops, and ultimately the 
Magisterium, could issue a clari-
fication of that Address based on 
a careful study of the medical as-
pects of brain death (in particular 
the AAN guidelines) in light of the 
essential elements of the Church’s 
anthropology. Such a clarification 
would help to dispel the confu-
sion among Catholics with re-
spect to brain death,” Eble wrote 
along with Dr Doyen Nguyen in 
a March article for the Homiletic 
and Pastoral Review. 

Golder noted that making the 
decision to discontinue treatment 

and let an illness run its natural 
course — whether the patient has 
been declared brain dead or not— 
is never easy, and should be done 
in close collaboration with a trust-
ed doctor, she said. 

“Don’t be shy about asking for 
someone to help guide and inter-
pret. It’s really important,” she 
said. 

“Ask the doctor to explain how 
the process [of declaring brain 
death] works, as different places 
have different protocols. There are 
no ‘silly’ questions — ask what-
ever comes to mind.”

Catholic families should under-
stand that most doctors are doing 
the best they can when it comes 
to diagnosing death. The rest, she 
says, is in God’s hands. — By         
Jonah McKeown, CNA

Why Catholics should care about the proposed UDDA changes

It is acceptable for Catholics to receive transplanted organs from brain dead donors, as long as there is moral certainty 
that the diagnosis has been made with “rigor.”



HERALD April 25, 2021 13

Vatican Hospital makes important 
breakthrough in cancer research
This new discovery opens the way 

to therapies that block the defence 
system of diseased cells. After dec-

ades of research and many hypotheses, 
it closes the circle on the mechanisms of 
the cell cycle, the process through which 
cells, including cancer cells, mature and 
proliferate. Researchers at the Bambino 
Gesù Children’s Hospital and the Univer-
sity of Rome “Tor Vergata”, in collabora-
tion with other European and US research 
centres, have discovered the missing 
piece: what regulates the life of Cyclin D, 
an essential molecule in cell division.

The switch that turns the activity of Cy-
clin D on and off  is a protein called Am-
bra1: when it does not work, it triggers a 
process that leads to the rapid formation 
of many types of cancer. The discovery 
opens the way to specific therapies that 
inhibit the defence system of the dis-
eased cells up to their self-destruction. 
The results of the study, supported by 
AIRC, have just been published in the 
science magazine Nature.

The cell cycle
The cell cycle consists of a series of 
events concatenated and finely regulated 
that lead to the division of cells, a vital 
process through which the cells of the 
entire organism are formed from a fer-
tilised ovum, as well as the process by 
which the cells of the skin, blood and or-
gans are renewed. This cycle is regulated 
by the cyclins, a group of proteins clas-
sified with the letters A, B, C, D, and so 
on. Each does a piece of the work of cell 
division and are produced and destroyed 
in a precise alternation, until the birth of 
daughter cells.

The mechanism of regulation of these 
molecules was already almost complete-
ly known, except — until now — for 
Cyclin D. With the study coordinated by 
Bambino Gesù, the entire pathway has 
finally been defined.

Therapeutic perspectives
The Bambino Gesù study describes the 

testing of a therapy for tumors based on 
the imbalance of Ambra1 and Cyclin D. As 
there are no drugs available to date that can 
act directly on the two proteins to restore 
the right amount, researchers have identi-
fied an alternative solution that exploits 
one of the weak points of cancer cells: the 
repair system.

The great speed with which cancer cells 
divide generates a series of errors in their 
DNA that are gradually corrected by a sys-
tem of enzymes (present in all cells of the 
human body) that allows them to survive 
and proliferate. However, if the repair pro-
cess is inhibited, the diseased cells accumu-
late so many defects that they self-destruct.

The therapy (a mix of specific drugs 
called “repair system inhibitors”) has been 
successfully tested on cellular and animal 
models: the tumour regressed and survival 
increased. The research, therefore, suggests 
that this treatment strategy, already used 
for the treatment of some types of human 
tumours, may also be applied to patients 
with the combination Ambra1 – Cyclin D 
altered.

“The idea is that patients diagnosed with 
cancer will also be examined for levels of 

Ambra1 and Cyclin D,” says Francesco 
Cecconi, professor of Developmental Bi-
ology at the University of Rome “Tor Ver-
gata” and a researcher at Bambino Gesù. 

“If the absence or low levels of Ambra1 in 
association with an accumulation of Cyc-
lin D is detected in tumour cells, we could 
try to suppress the ability of tumour cells 

to repair the genetic material with specific 
drugs that are already used in therapy. If 
we could thus limit their repair, we could 
aim to kill cancer cells by exploiting their 
Achilles heel, namely that same genomic 
instability that induced them to proliferate 
in the first place.”

“Our data also extends to the processes 
of cell proliferation in the developing nerv-
ous system and this new level of regulation 
could represent a new frontier in the mo-
lecular oncology of brain tumours in chil-
dren,” adds Dr Giacomo Milletti, research 
biologist at Bambino Gesù, PhD student at 
the University of Rome “Tor Vergata” and 
first co-author of the study.

Three studies in Nature
The results of the research of the Bambino 
Gesù and the University of Rome “Tor Ver-
gata” are further confirmed by two other 
international studies, conducted in the 
United States of America — in New York 
and San Francisco — which, from different 
starting points, reach the same conclusion: 
Ambra1 controls Cyclin D. Due to the high 
scientific value of the discovery, the three 
studies have been published in sequence in 
the same issue of Nature. — Vatican News

Tumours: The “errors” of the 
cell cycle
During the process of division, the genes 
responsible for controlling the cell cycle 
can be subject to mutations from which 
many types of tumours originate. These 
abnormalities generally develop during 
the replication of the genetic heritage 
(DNA) to be transferred to the daughter 
cells. If the mechanism is jammed, any 
errors accumulated in this crucial phase 
become the cause of mutations, tumours 
and cell death.

The study
The study that led to 
the discovery of the 
correlation between 
the proteins Ambra1 
and Cyclin D was 
carried out by the 
researchers of the 
Bambino Gesù Hos-
pital — led by Pro-
fessor Francesco Cecconi (pic)  of the Re-

search Area of Oncohaematology, directed 
by Professor Franco Locatelli — along 
with the research team of the University 
of Rome “Tor Vergata” and has benefited 
from the collaboration of the Danish Can-
cer Society Research Centre and other Eu-
ropean and US centres.

The research has been conducted on 
hundreds of samples (animal models, 
cells produced in the laboratory, cells 
derived from both animal and human tu-
mours) with a combination of advanced 
techniques (imaging, microscopy, fluores-
cence, genetic engineering, biochemistry, 
histology), starting from the intuition of 

a possible role of Ambra1 — a molecule 
discovered in 2007 by Professor Cecconi’s 
team — in some defects of the cell cycle.

During the investigations, the research-
ers noticed that in case of an absence of or 
low amount of Ambra1, Cyclin D is not 
destroyed as it should be and, therefore, 
accumulates. Due to this accumulation, 
cells begin to divide at an uncontrolled 
rate, DNA is damaged and the formation 
of tumour masses is triggered. The imbal-
ance of levels of the two proteins has been 
found in many types of cancer including 
lung adenocarcinoma, sarcoma and glio-
blastoma.

On the left a healthy cell in duplication phase. On the right a defective cell, lacking the protein 
Ambra1, during duplication: the errors accumulated on the DNA induce the production of 
a thin strand of chromosomes (in bright green) that keeps the two daughter cells connected, 
preventing a proper distribution of genetic material. (Vatican News/Credits Maiani, Miletti, 
Nature 04-2021)

Research conducted by the Holy See’s Paediatric Hospital, Bambino Gesù, in collaboration with 
the University of Rome “Tor Vergata” and other European and US research centres, sheds light 
on the cycle of cell division.

Research conducted by the 
Holy See’s Pediatric Hospital, 
Bambino Gesù, in collaboration 
with the University of Rome “Tor 
Vergata”, and other European 
and US research centres, sheds 
light on the cycle of cell division. 
The relationship between the 
proteins Ambra1 and Cyclin 
D has been identified: an 
imbalance can cause the process 
leading to a tumour. Below is a 
working translation of a joint 
press release by Bambino Gesù 
Hospital and the University of 
Rome “Tor Vergata”.
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Dear Muslim brothers and sisters,
We at the Pontifical Council for 
Interreligious Dialogue are glad to 
offer you our fraternal good wishes 
for a month rich in divine blessings 
and spiritual advancement. Fast-
ing, along with prayer, almsgiving 
and other pious practices, brings us 
closer to God our Creator and to all 
those with whom we live and work, 
and helps us to continue walking 
together on the path of fraternity.

During these long months of 
suffering, anguish and sorrow, es-
pecially during the lockdown peri-
ods, we sensed our need for divine 
assistance, but also for expressions 
and gestures of fraternal solidarity: 
a telephone call, a message of sup-
port and comfort, a prayer, help in 
buying medicines or food, advice, 
and, to put it simply, the security of 
knowing that someone is always 
there for us in times of necessity.

The divine assistance that we 
need and seek, especially in cir-
cumstances like those of the cur-
rent pandemic, is manifold: God’s 
mercy, pardon, providence and oth-
er spiritual and material gifts. Yet, 
what we need most in these times 
is hope. At this time, then, we think 

it fitting to share with you some re-
flections on this virtue.

As we are aware, hope, while 
certainly including optimism, goes 
beyond it. While optimism is a hu-
man attitude, hope has its basis in 
something religious: God loves us, 
and therefore cares for us through 
his providence. He does this in his 
own mysterious ways, which are 
not always comprehensible to us. 
In these situations, we are like chil-
dren who are certain of the loving 
care of their parents, but are not yet 
able to comprehend its full extent.

Hope arises from our belief that 
all our problems and trials have a 
meaning, a value and a purpose, 
however difficult or impossible it 
may be for us to understand the rea-
son for them or to find a way out 
of them.

Hope also carries with it belief in 
the goodness present in the heart of 
every person. Many times, in situa-
tions of difficulty and despair, help, 
and the hope it brings, can come 
from those whom we least expect.

Human fraternity, in its numer-
ous manifestations, thus becomes a 
source of hope for all, especially for 
those in any kind of need. Thanks 

be to God our Creator, and to our 
fellow men and women, for the 
quick response and generous soli-
darity shown by believers and also 
persons of good will with no reli-
gious affiliation in times of disaster, 
whether natural or man-made, like 
conflicts and wars. All these per-
sons and their goodness remind us 
believers that the spirit of fraternity 
is universal, and that it transcends 
all boundaries: ethnic, religious, so-
cial and economic. In adopting this 
spirit, we imitate God, who looks 
benevolently upon the humanity 
he created, upon all other creatures 
and upon the entire universe. This 
is why the growing care and con-
cern for the planet, our “common 
home”, is, according to Pope Fran-
cis, yet another sign of hope.

We are also aware that hope has 
its enemies: lack of faith in God’s 
love and care; loss of trust in our 
brothers and sisters; pessimism; 
despair and its opposite, unfounded 
presumption; unfair generalisations 
based on one’s own negative expe-
riences, and so forth. These harm-
ful thoughts, attitudes and re-
actions must be effectively 
countered, so as to strengthen 

hope in God and trust in all our 
brothers and sisters.

In his recent encyclical letter 
Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis speaks 
frequently of hope. There he tells 
us: “I invite everyone to renewed 
hope, ‘for hope speaks to us of 
something deeply rooted in every 
human heart, independent of our 
circumstances and historical con-
ditioning. Hope speaks to us of a 
thirst, an aspiration, a longing for a 
life of fulfilment, a desire to achieve 
great things, things that fill our 
heart and lift our spirit to lofty reali-
ties like truth, goodness and beauty, 
justice and love… and it can open 
us up to grand ideals that make life 
more beautiful and worthwhile’ (cf. 
Gaudium et spes, 1). Let us contin-
ue, then, to advance along the paths 
of hope” (No. 55).

We, Christians and Muslims, are 
called to be bearers of hope, for 
the present life and for the life to 
come, and to be witnesses, 
restorers and build-
ers of this hope, 
especially for 

those experiencing difficulties and 
despair.

As a sign of our spiritual frater-
nity, we assure you of our prayers, 
and we send best wishes for a 
peaceful and fruitful Ramadan, and 
for a joyful Aidilfitri.

From the Vatican, March 29, 2021

Miguel Ángel Cardinal Ayuso 
Guixot, MCCJ

President
Msgr. Indunil Kodithuwakku 
Janakaratne Kankanamalage

Secretary

MEssAgE foR tHE MontH of RAMADAn AnD foR AiDiLfitRi

Christians and Muslims: 
Witnesses of Hope

Xi Jinping tells climate summit that China will reach 
carbon neutrality by 2060

Which countries are the world’s biggest carbon polluters?

WASHINGTON: China is com-
mitted to carbon neutrality by 
2060, Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping told the virtual climate sum-
mit organised by US President Joe 
Biden, which saw the participa-
tion of 40 heads of state or gov-
ernment.

The Chinese leader stressed that 
his country is ready to cooperate 
with the international community 
and the United States to counter 
climate change.

WASHINGTON: Each year more 
than 36,000 million tons of CO2 
are released into the Earth’s atmos-
phere, CO2 is the main source of the 
Greenhouse Gases that contribute to 
climate change. Most of these gases 
comes from the use of fossil fuels, 
the generation of energy through non-
renewable channels and polluting hu-
man activities.

The most recent report of the 
World Meteorological Organisation 
(WMO) pointed out  that during the 
most recent year recorded (2018), the 
concentration of CO2 in the atmos-
phere broke all records in the history 
of humanity. Specifically, the concen-
tration reached 407.8 parts per mil-
lion (ppm) in 2018, which represents 
a level almost 47 per cent higher than 

the pre-industrial period, before 1750.

Top 10 polluters
However, the majority of this pollu-
tion comes from just a few countries: 
China, for example, generates around 
30 per cent of all global emissions, 
while the United States is responsible 
for almost 14 per cent. In the ranking 
below you can find the 10 countries 
that produce the most emissions, 
measured in millions of tons of CO2 
in 2019.

China, with more than 10,065 mil-
lion tons of CO2 released.
United States, with 5,416 million 
tons of CO2
India, with 2,654 million tons of 
CO2
Russia, with 1,711 million tons of 

CO2
Japan, 1,162 million tons of CO2
Germany, 759 million tons of CO2
Iran, 720 million tons of CO2
South Korea, 659 million tons of 
CO2
Saudi Arabia, 621 million tons of 
CO2
Indonesia, 615 million tons of 
CO2

Here you can see the Top 5 pol-
luters of carbon dioxide from 2018, 
along with their global share and 
the evolution each country has ex-
perienced since the 70s. — Climate 
Trade

Data source: EDGAR – Emissions 
database for Global Atmospheric Re-
search

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

10.

Chinese President Xi Jinping

The United States wants however 
a more ambitious commitment from 
China. Biden is pressing Beijing to 
bring forward the date for its peak 
emissions to 2025. Xi set the target 
at 2030.

China accounts for 28 per cent of 
the world’s carbon dioxide emis-
sions. Xi pledged to reduce China’s 
carbon intensity by more than 65 
per cent by 2030, from 2005 levels.

In the next nine years, Beijing 
wants to increase the share of alter-

native energy sources to 25 per cent: 
up from its previous target of 20 per 
cent.

Washington and environmen-
tal groups are also urging China to 
stop building new coal-fired power 
plants at home and abroad. They 
are asking Beijing to invest more 
abroad in renewable energy plants.

According to experts, China’s 
targets for the coming years are too 
low to achieve carbon neutrality by 
2060. For example, the US plans 

to cut 50 per cent of total harmful 
emissions by 2030.

Some observers point out that 
the energy transition could open a 
new front in the trade row between 
Washington and Beijing. 

The Chinese are leaders in electric 
cars and renewable energy technol-
ogy, but in the event of a crisis, the 
US could take anti-dumping meas-
ures to protect its own manufactur-
ers from Chinese competitors. — 
AsiaNews

Source: Freepik

  Turn to Pg9  for more

EARTH DAY 2021 l RESTORE OUR EARTH

Top 5 carbon polluters

Russia India China America Japan



Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner

HERALD April 25, 2021 cHildren 15

Dear children,

In this Sunday Gospel reading, Je-
sus calls himself the Good Shep-
herd, who carefully looks after His 
sheep. When He says sheep, Jesus 
means us, because He cares for us 
and for all people arond the world. 
How does it make you feel to know 
that Jesus loves and cares for you 

that much?
If a wolf came to attack the 

sheep in a field, someone who did 
not care about them would run 
away, and the sheep would scatter. 
But Jesus loves His sheep so much. 
He is prepared to die to save them 
from danger!
Children, the fourth Sunday of 

Easter also known as Good Shep-

herd Sunday. It is a special day 
for us to pray and recognise our 
pastors. 
They are the one who takes care 

of the sheep (us).  It is our pas-
tor's job to take care of us just as 
it is the job of a shepherd to care 
for the sheep. Our pastor has a 
good guide to follow in knowing how 
to take care of the sheep. That 

guide is Jesus.
The Bible also says, "The LORD 

is my shepherd," but God has also 
called our pastor to help him in car-
ing for his sheep. We are thankful 
for Jesus, "the Good Shepherd," 
and we are thankful for our pas-
tor too!

Aunty Eliz

Colour the picture
“I am the Good 
Shepherd; I 
know my sheep 
and my sheep 
know me —  
just as 
the Father 
knows me 
and I 
know the 
Father — 
and I lay 
down my life 
for the 
sheep 

(John 10: 14-15) 

ACROSS
1. The period from birth to death
3. A wild animal that look like a
    dog and hunts in a pack
5. One who takes care of the   
     sheep
7. What we use to speak
8. To hear or pay attention to  
     something

DOWN
1. A strong feeling of affection
2. The opposite of bad
4. A group of sheep herded      
    together
5. Wooly animals which are     
     similar to goats
6. Goes faster than walking

SHEPHERD
FLOCK

GOOD
RUNS

LIFE 
VOICE

SHEEP
LISTEN

WOLF
LOVE

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep (John 10:11) 

LISTEN
ATTACKS

SCATTERS
SHEEP
CARES
VOICE
LOVES

PEN
SHEPHERD

WOLF
GOOD
LIFE

FLOCK
RUNS
KNOW

Help the shepherd to find his lost sheep. Beware of wolves! 
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KUCHING: Kuch-
ing Campus Min-
istry (KCM) or-

ganised its first online 
Servant Leadership For-
mation (SLF) through 
ZOOM on March 27. 

It was attended by 50 students 
from the various campuses in 
the Archdiocese of Kuching, 
namely: Asia Metropolitan Col-
lege, Kuching (AMCK), Institut 
Latihan Kementerian Kesihatan 
Malaysia (ILKKM) Kuching, 
Institut Pendidikan Guru Kam-
pus Batu Lintang (IPGKBL), In-
stitut Pendidikan Guru Kampus 
Rajang (IPGKR), Institut Pen-
didikan Guru Kampus Tun Abdul 
Razak (IPGKTAR), Politeknik 
Kuching Sarawak (PKS), UiTM 
Samarahan, and UNIMAS. The 
programme also had participants 
outside the Archdiocese, those 
studying in UiTM Mukah, UiTM 
Shah Alam, Selangor, and Institut 
Pendidikan Guru Kampus Kent 
(IPGKK), Tuaran, Sabah. 

The objectives of the formation 
programme were: 
(1) to ignite the spirit of servant-
hood and leadership in the newly 
elected campus leaders; and 
(2) to train these new leaders in 
how to serve their fellow campus 
youth during the new normal. 
The guest speaker for that event 
was Stephen Borja, a youth min-
ister serving under the Episco-
pal Commission on Youth in the 
Philippines.

The formation programme was 
divided into several sessions. It 
started with the hosts, the officers 
of KCM, welcoming all the par-
ticipants from the different cam-
puses. Then, a moment of prayer 
together was led by representa-
tives from UiTM Samarahan. 
The programme proceeded with 
the presentation of what KM is 
and what its objectives are by the 
president and vice-president of 
KCM, Wayne Arthur and Azel-
lecrystal. 

Then, the guest speaker began 
his presentation and sharing. 
There was also interaction be-

tween the speaker and the par-
ticipants. The group discussions 
using ‘breakout rooms’ and the 
presentation of the fruits of the 
sharing were via ZOOM. 

It was an enlightening forma-
tion for everyone since it was in-
formative and insightful. 

In conclusion, Stephen shared 
three points as something for the 
students to reflect on and put into 
action. 

First point — “Be Close To 
Our Master” by spending more 
time in prayer, valuing more 
the Word of God, and getting to 
know a saint who can be an in-
spiration and example, not just an 
intercessor. 

Second point — “Connect With 
Our Fellow Servants” This means 
loving one another, showing con-
cern for one another, having more 
small group interaction, and hav-
ing fellowship programmes as 
part of our campus rhythm. 

Third and last point — “Give 
And Receive” by exercising both 
servanthood and leadership, and 
taking care of self and others. 

The online formation ended 
with a closing prayer led by 
Brenda from Politeknik Kuching 
Sarawak (PKS) and a final bless-

ing by Fr Ramon Borja, SDB 
from the Kuching Archdiocesan 
Youth Commission. — By Eva 
Arcelia Shiera, Today’s Catholic

Students at the Servant Leadership Formation via Zoom. (Kuching Campus 
Ministry facebook)

Testimonies from some of the participants:

“An important message that I took away from the 
formation is to acknowledge God, The One who 

created me, and Mother Mary, our role model of serv-
anthood, who said ‘Yes’ to the will of God. I enjoyed 
the session. I not only gained knowledge but also had 
the chance to meet fellow youth and friends from oth-
er campuses. I hope I can join more programmes like 
this more often.” — Christie Melly Anak Sirucoh of             
Politeknik Kuching

“After joining the session, 
I feel excited, motivated 

and hopeful. Earlier, I felt that it 
was a burden to lead my chapel 
and campus youth during this pan-
demic, but after this activity, I feel 
the task is lighter. What struck me 
most was the reflection, guided 
by Stephen, where I realised that 
I am a servant of the Lord. And as 
God’s servant, I am given all the 
talents and wisdom that I need to 
grow in servanthood. The KCM 
committee has done a tremendous 
job in organising this information, 
in handling the event and also in 
facilitating. I hope to see more 
talks like this in the future as it 
really helps the young to live in 
God’s ways.” — Matthaiz Risob 
anak Jeffrey of IPGBL

“From this programme, I learnt 
so many things. Who am I? 

Whom do I serve? I began to search 
for answers to such questions. Our 
speaker talked about identity and 
self-awareness in the context of 
servanthood. I believe we need to 
know who we are so that we would 
know what we should do, so we 
can proceed with our next actions 
because how we understand who 
we are influences or directs how 
we act, how we make choices and 
how we live. That was the thing that 
awakened me spiritually. That was 
the thing that has made me realise 
the path that I am currently walking. 
And lastly, it’s good to be reminded 
again that we are here to serve and 
not to be served.” —        Alvera 
Dora Paul of UNIMAS

“Through the Servant Leadership Formation, the 
most important thing that I learnt was how to 

give to, and receive from others. I now feel strongly 
that our main mission is to bring our fellow youth 
as servants to have more faith and care for each oth-
er, and also to strengthen the bond among students. 
Hence, it leads to uplifting their spirits in finding 
their purpose in life and also finding their passion for 
Christ.” — Cleophas Abel of UiTM Samarahan

“One thing that I learnt from the formation is 
that getting to know yourself first is very 

important. To make a change, it all starts with you. 
Once you get to know yourself, then it is easier for 
you to know your responsibilities and what you can 
do to help other people. It would really be nice and 
fun if I am able to encourage my campus community 
about the beauty of giving to others rather than just 
receiving. I hope it is something that I can accom-
plish soon.” — Phoebe Dolores Dora of IPGTAR

“Luke 1:46–47 tells us And Mary said: “My soul 
glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God 

my Saviour.” One thing that I learnt from the formation 
is to persevere in action even if the path is not always 
clear. This tells us that, as children of God, whatever the 
circumstances, we need to serve because we are servants 
always, and not only in churches but also everywhere in 
our daily lives. What I can bring to the campus commu-
nity is to gather all the Christian students there to get in-
volved in the servanthood journey, following God’s will.”                     
— Darren Garit Ak Leo Dennis of UITM Mukah

Source: Pikisuperstar

Kuching Campus Ministry 
holds Servant Leadership 
Formation online
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CHENNAI: As a senior Rotarian 
strolls in Elliot’s Beach in Chennai 
with a bunch of yellow balloons in 
his hands, kids at the beach come 
sprinting to him on International 
Day of Happiness. Sesha Sai (in 
his fifties), is a Rotarian at the Ro-
tary Club of Madras and an organic 
farmer.

Rotaract focuses on the develop-
ment of young adults as leaders in 
their communities and workplaces.

“We did a smile campaign on 
World Happiness Day,” he says and 
hands me a balloon, written across 
the balloon in chunky font were 
the words “Smile, because you are 
beautiful.”

After the campaign, the chairper-
son of the project, Mary Theresa 
Karthic, discussed her work, sipping 
on a hot cup of tea at the Murugan 
Idli shop. “We are running fast as 
adults. We are worried about assign-
ments and deadlines. Idolising hus-
tle culture has ruined peace of mind 
for many. We have to dismantle it.”

“We grow less curious about the 
things that happen around us as we 
move into adulthood, and to quote 
Viktor Frankl, I believe, any person, 
regardless of the circumstances, can 
decide what shall become of them 
mentally and spiritually. I started 
this project with that in mind,” she 
says.

This year the project had 78 partic-
ipants from 43 Rotaract clubs across 
10 districts in India, and also includ-
ed people from Pakistan, India, Ne-
pal, Mauritius and Kenya (the partic-
ipants are not limited to Rotaracters 
alone). Apart from the participating 
countries, the smile campaign was 
additionally conducted in Ghana, Ni-
geria, Mexico, Argentina, France and 
Brazil. The participants are “selected 
after a screening process according 
to their mental health needs. We also 
do pre and post-test assessment, be-
cause data is important. It brings au-
thentication to the project,” she says.

“I wanted to be part of this project 
because it is unique, particularly in 
times like this, where most of us are 
still confined to our houses, perform-
ing tasks that would enlighten your 
day is strongly helpful. I am invest-
ing my time in this project because I 
think it will help me come out of my 
comfort zone and challenge me with 
new things,” says Rotaractor Wasiq 
Masood, from Rotaract Club of Fais-
alabad City Gold, Pakistan.

And as a wing to their project, a 
smile campaign was conducted on 
International Day of Happiness dur-
ing which the participants of the pro-
ject distributed yellow balloons with 
a beautiful message written on them 
to the people on Elliot’s beach.

The smile campaign was carried 
out by participants from other coun-
tries in their locations too. “We could 
not gather many people and involve 
more countries due to Covid restric-
tions but the campaign we did here 
was worth it. We made so many peo-
ple smile and it’s not as easy as you 
think to make someone happy,” says 
Mary. She adds that it “is a privilege 
to have a platform like Rotaract to 
have her dream come true.”

As the sun dawned on Elliot’s 
beach, yellow balloons were seen 
hovering above people’s heads as 
they made their way to the parking 
area. — Matters India

DENVER: When Chicago shut 
down last March because of the coro-
navirus pandemic, Sister Stephanie 
Baliga was certain the shutdown 
wouldn’t affect the Chicago Mara-
thon in October.

So certain that she made a pretty 
crazy promise.

“I said in April, ‘I’m so sure that 
they’re not going to cancel the race, 
that if they do cancel the race, I will 
run a marathon on a treadmill’,” said 
Baliga.

“I made this kind of outlandish 
statement, which is classic me. Then, 
they actually cancelled the race. So I 
had to actually do this, because I said 
it was going to.”

Baliga decided she would wake up 
early one morning, get on the tread-
mill in her basement, and run the 
marathon. But one of her friends had 
a better idea.

“One of my friends... said, ‘that’s a 
stupid idea. Do you realise that peo-
ple would be highly interested in this, 
if you did some publicity?’” Baliga 
said. “I’m like, ‘Are you serious? 
You think people will actually be in-
terested in this? I’m going to run 26 
miles on a treadmill. The only thing 
more boring than running 26 miles 
on the treadmill is watching someone 
run 26 miles on a treadmill’.”

Her friend convinced her. On the 
day of the treadmill marathon, doz-
ens of people joined Baliga via Zoom 
to cheer for her and offer encourage-
ment.

“I was talking to people the whole 
time, it was super fun,” Baliga said. 
“It was actually interesting because 

lots of people came on Zoom and 
talked to me during the whole thing, 
including Deena Kastor, the bronze 
medalist in the 2005 Olympics, 
which was crazy.”

Baliga held the world record as 
the first ever woman to try to record 
a time for a marathon on a tread-
mill. But she says the best part of the 
experience was raising more than 
$150,000 for the outreach program 
run by her community, the Francis-
cans of the Eucharist of Chicago.

Baliga first became interested in 
running when she was eight or nine 
years old. She registered for a youth 
cross country team and soon realised 
that not only did she like running, she 
was actually pretty good at it.

She ran track and cross country in 
high school, winning 18 conference 
championships. She was recruited by 
the University of Illinois to run Divi-
sion I cross country and track.

“It was a great blessing,” Baliga 
said. “I was the sixth fastest fresh-
man in the nation in 2006 … and our 
teams placed eighth, sixth, and tenth 
in the nation my freshman through 
junior year. So, it was a great blessing 
to be part of that experience, and one 
of the greatest and coolest things that 
I’ve done in my life.”

Baliga was sidelined by an injury 
in her sophomore year. She said the 
injury forced her to slow down and 
honestly evaluate her life and her pri-
orities.

“I’d never been forced to stop do-
ing anything,” Baliga said. “I was 
forced to actually reflect on what I 
was doing, and why I was doing it, 

and what was the meaning behind 
any of this?”

She admits she wasn’t very in-
volved in her Catholic faith at the 
time. She was raised Catholic but her 
family wasn’t very serious about the 
faith. Running and academics were 
everything to her.

“It was who I was,” Baliga said. “I 
defined myself by these things.”

She did make a point in college to 
go to Sunday Mass, and she made 
some friends in the process. Ba-
liga started spending more time with 
those friends while she recovered 
from her injury.

“I had all this time because I 
couldn’t run and I was spending ad 
nauseum hours a day running and do-
ing running-associated activities, like 
weight work and physical therapy,” 
Baliga said.

“Then they invited me on a retreat, 
where I had a very powerful experi-

ence. I did realise very intensely that 
Jesus is really present in the Eucha-
rist.”

When Baliga fully recovered from 
her injury, she said she faced a cross-
roads.

“There was an interesting battle of 
the priorities of the things in my life 
at that point,” she said. “I originally 
tried obviously, to get back in shape 
after the injury, which was a mas-
sive struggle because I was off for a 
long time and I’d really lost a lot of 
fitness.”

“But then there’s also like when 
I started to think about running too 
much, I knew my life wasn’t bal-
anced. I knew that I was kind of 
drawn to figure out this new place for 
running in my life.”

By her junior year in college, Ba-
liga began seriously discerning re-
ligious life. She thought she would 
need to give up running to answer 

God’s call.
“I was praying, and came to the 

point where I told God, ‘If you re-
ally want me to join this community, 
I will not run again. If this is really 
actually what you want, I will give up 
running.’” Baliga said.

“After that point, there was a lot 
of freedom ...And I felt like running 
kind of finally ... started to have a bet-
ter place in my life, a more balanced 
place.”

Baliga joined the Franciscans of 
the Eucharist of Chicago, and she has 
been able to continue running.

“This is the beautiful witness; 
when I gave God running, he gave 
it back to me in this amazing way 
that I never would have dreamed that 
would have happened,” Baliga said.

“I personally always wanted to 
be a marathoner. I knew that it was 
actually the distance that I was go-
ing to be good at. I’d always looked 
forward to post-college when I could 
run marathons... God gave me this 
great gift back of being able to do 
marathoning. And not for myself, be-
cause I’ve been able to do this with 
this incredible fundraiser to raise 
awareness and support and money 
for our work here on the west side of 
Chicago.”

For Baliga, running now comple-
ments her faith and her vocation.

“It’s a beautiful match for people 
trying to grow in holiness, in my 
opinion,” she said. “Running is a 
good way to help people pray and 
help people to grow in holiness, if 
you take it seriously and do it for oth-
ers and not for yourself’. —  CNA

Chennai’s 23-year-old woman 
on ‘March of Happiness’

Chicago's Running Nun talks about faith and sport

Mary Theresa Karthic is a Pyschology Major from Chennai.

Sister Stephanie Baliga of the Franciscans of the Eucharist of Chicago runs a 
marathon on a treadmill in 2020. (CNA photo/Sr Stephanie Baliga)

Smile Campaign in Mexico 
conducted by Rotaract club of Motul.

In March of Magizhchi (MoM), 
participants learn to develop in-

terest and keenness for their well–
being and happiness by perform-
ing different tasks and challenges 
for 21 consecutive days.

The project involves making 
the participants experience acts of 
kindness and carpe diem (used to 
urge someone to make the most 
of the present time and give lit-
tle thought to the future). “The 
participants in our group are from 
different socio-cultural back-
grounds and we want to create a 
sense of belonging among them.”

“We have a person with vision 
impairment with us this year and 
there is no question of how that 
person can do a task. The most 

important thing is for us to create 
a dialogue between people with 
different identities,” says Mary.

Why tasks for 21 days alone 
and not for the entire month? “It’s 
a fact that if we practice anything 
fully for 21 days, it will become 
a routine. That’s one reason why 
the project period is for 21 days 
only,” Mary says with a light 
smile. “And I chose the month 
of March as International Day of 
Happiness falls this month,” she 
adds.

Mary says that the tasks are 
more or less like the challenges 
that are trending online but are 
mental health-oriented. MoM 
kick-started in 2019 and is held 
every year in March.



For this light 
momentary affliction 
is preparing for us 

an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all 

comparison, as we 
look not to the things 
that are seen but to 
the things that are 

unseen. For the 
things that are seen 

are transient, but the 
things that are 

unseen are eternal.
2 Corinthians 4:17-18
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Forever In Our Hearts
Fill not your hearts with pain and sorrow, 

but remember me in every tomorrow.
Remember the joy, the laughter, the smiles, 

I’ve only gone to rest a while.
Although my leaving causes pain and grief,

 my going has eased my hurt and given me relief.
So dry your eyes and remember me, 
not as I am now but as I used to be.

I will remember you all and look on with a smile, 
understand in your hearts I’ve only gone to rest a while.

As long as I have the love of each one of you,                                     
I can live my life in the hearts of all of you.

Dearly missed and forever in our hearts
Husband: Patrick Dianand

children: Dwayne, Daryl and Sandra,
siblings: George and Mabel,

nieces, nephews and a host of relatives.

‘For we live, we live to the Lord.                             
So then, whether we live or whether we die, 

we are the Lord’s’ – Romans 14:8

2nd Anniversary 
In Memory of Our Beloved 

Jennet Fernandez d/o Walter Joseph Fernandez
Called home: 25 April 2019

          

‘Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,                                
And let perpetual light shine upon her.                                 

May her soul rest in peace. Amen’

Fondly remembered and missed by loved ones.

5th Anniversary                                          
In Loving Memory of

MARIA 
NACHITRAM
8th Oct 1966 ~              
27th April 2016

Where a beautiful SOUL 
has travelled,  Beautiful 

memories remain forever.

GUJARAT: Seven Catholic 
priests have died of COV-
ID-19 in the space of four 
days in India’s Gujarat state, 
one of the worst-hit areas, 
where government and pri-
vate hospitals are adding 
more beds as infections spi-
ral out of control. 

In one day, April 19, Guja-
rat reported as many as 7,107 
fresh coronavirus cases and 
177 deaths. The death toll 
has reached 5,494 since the 
pandemic hit the western 
state last year.

Fr Pascal Jacob Ninama of 
Baroda Diocese is the latest 

victim. The 56-year-old died 
on the morning of April 20. 
Fr Paulraj Napoleon of the 
same diocese died of the vi-
rus on April 17.

The other priests to have 
died in Gujarat were three 
Jesuits — Frs Jerry Sequeira, 
Jesuraj Arputham and Erwin 
Lazarado — Carmelites of 
Mary Immaculate Fr John 
Fisher and Divine Word Fr 
Francis Rayyappan.

“All seven of them died 
of COVID-19 between April 
16 and 20,” said Fr Cedric 
Prakash, a Jesuit social activ-
ist based in Ahmedabad, the 

state’s largest city.
“The situation here is very 

bad and beyond imagination. 
You can see long queues in 
front of hospitals as people 
wait to get their sick admit-
ted. You can also see lines 
of dead bodies waiting to be 
cremated,” he said 

The government “is in de-
nial mode” and “not sharing 
the real picture,” the priest 
said, sharing the common 
fear that the state’s healthcare 
facilities have collapsed, un-
able even to provide oxygen 
to care for the sick. — By 
Saji Thomas, ucanews.com

COVID-19 claims seven 
Catholic priests in Indian state
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Louis M Grignion de Montfort
On April 28, the universal Church cel-

ebrates the feastday of Louis-Marie de 
Monfort, a 17th century saint who is 

revered for his intense devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

St Louis-Marie is, perhaps, most famously 
known for his prayer of entrustment to Our 
Lady, Totus Tuus ego sum, which means, “I am 
all yours.” St Pope John Paul II took the phrase 
“Totus Tuus” as his episcopal motto.

Born in Montfort, Brittany, on January 31, 
1673, St Louis-Marie possessed a strong devo-
tion to the Blessed Sacrament as a child, and 
was also intimately devoted to the Blessed Vir-
gin, especially through the Rosary. He took the 
name Marie at his confirmation.

The saint manifested a love for the poor while 
he was at school and joined a society of young 
men who ministered to the poor and the sick on 
school holidays. When he was 19, he walked 
130 miles to Paris to study theology, gave all he 
had to the poor that he met along the way and 
made a vow to live only on alms. After his ordi-
nation at 27, he served as a hospital chaplain un-

til the management of the hospital resented his 
reorganisation of the staff and sent him away.

St Louis-Marie discovered his great gift for 
preaching at the age of 32, and committed 
himself to it for the rest of his life. He met 
with such great success that he often drew 
crowds of thousands to hear his sermons in 
which he encouraged frequent communion 

and devotion to Mary.
But he also met with opposition, especially 

from the Jansenists, a heretical movement with-
in the Church that believed in absolute Predes-
tination, in which only a chosen few are saved, 
and the rest damned. Much of France was influ-
enced by Jansenism, including many bishops, 
who banished St Loius-Marie from preaching 
in their dioceses. He was even poisoned by 
Jansenists in La Rochelle, but survived, though 
he suffered ill health afterwards.

While recuperating from the effects of the 
poisoning, he wrote the masterpiece of Mar-
ian piety, True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin, 
which he correctly prophesied would be hidden 
by the devil for a time. His seminal work was 
discovered 200 years after his death.

One year before he died, St Louis-Marie 
founded two congregations: the Daughters of 
Divine Wisdom – which tended to the sick in 
hospitals and the education of poor girls, and 
the Company of Mary, missionaries devoted to 
preaching and to spreading devotion to Mary. 
— CNA

To foster deep devotion to Saint Joseph 
among Catholics, and in response to the 

“May Day” celebrations for workers sponsored 
by Communists, Pope Pius XII instituted the 
feast of St Joseph the Worker in 1955. This feast 
extends the long relationship between Joseph 
and the cause of workers in both Catholic faith 
and devotion. Beginning in the Book of Gen-
esis, the dignity of human work has long been 
celebrated as a participation in the creative work 
of God. By work, humankind both fulfils the 
command found in Genesis to care for the earth 
(Gn 2:15) and to be productive in their labours. 
Saint Joseph, the carpenter and foster father of 
Jesus, is but one example of the holiness of hu-
man labour.

Jesus, too, was a carpenter. He learned the 
trade from St Joseph and spent his early adult 
years working side by side with Joseph in his 
carpentry shop before leaving to pursue his 
ministry as preacher and healer. In his encyc-
lical Laborem Exercens, St Pope John Paul II 
stated: “the Church considers it her task always 
to call attention to the dignity and rights of those 
who work, to condemn situations in which that 

dignity and those rights are violated, and to help 
to guide [social] changes so as to ensure authen-
tic progress by man and society.”

St Joseph is held up as a model of such work. 
Pius XII emphasised this when he said, “The 
spirit flows to you and to all men from the heart 

of the God-man, Saviour of the world, but cer-
tainly, no worker was ever more completely and 
profoundly penetrated by it than the foster fa-
ther of Jesus, who lived with Him in closest inti-
macy and community of family life and work.” 
— Franciscan Media

St Joseph the Worker

St Catherine was a third-order Dominican, 
peacemaker and counsellor to the Pope. She 

single-handedly ended the Avignon exile of the 
successors of Peter in the 14th century.

She is the co-patron of Italy and of Europe.
Born in Siena on the feast of the Annuncia-

tion, March 25, 1347, Catherine was the 23rd 
of Jacopo and Lapa Benincasa’s 25 children. 
Her twin sister died in infancy.

She exhibited an unusually independent char-
acter as a child and an exceptionally intense 
prayer life. When she was seven years old, she 
had the first of her mystical visions, in which 
she saw Jesus surrounded by saints and seated 
in glory. In the same year she vowed to conse-
crate her virginity to Christ. When, at the age of 
16, her parents decided that she should marry, 
she cut off her hair to make herself less appeal-
ing, and her father, realising that he couldn’t 
contend with her resolve, let her have her way. 

She joined the Dominican Tertiaries and 
lived a deep and solitary life of prayer and 
meditation for the next three years in which she 
had constant mystical experiences, capped, by 
the end of the three years, with an extraordinary 
union with God granted to only a few mystics, 
known as ‘mystical marriage.’

St Catherine suffered many intense periods 
of desolation alongside her mystical ecstasies, 
often feeling totally abandoned by God.

She ended her solitude at this point and began 
tending to the sick, the poor, and the marginal-
ised, especially lepers. As her reputation for ho-
liness and her remarkable personality became 
known throughout Siena, she attracted a band 
of disciples, two of whom became her confes-
sors and biographers, and together they served 
Christ in the poor with even greater ardour.

The Lord called her to a more public life 
while she was still in her 20s, and she estab-
lished correspondences with many influential 
figures, advising and admonishing them and 
exhorting them to holiness, including the Pope 
himself, who she never hesitated to rebuke 
when she saw fit.

Great political acts which are attributed to 
her include achieving peace between the Holy 
See and Florence, who were at war, convinc-
ing the Pope to return from his Avignon exile, 
which he did in 1376, and healing the great 
schism between the followers of the legitimate 
Pope, Urban VI, and those who opposed him in 
1380. She achieved this while on her deathbed.

Her Dialogues, one of the classics of Italian 

literature, are the record of her mystical visions, 
and were dictated in a state of mystical ecstasy.

In 1375, while visiting Pisa, she received the 
stigmata, even though they never appeared on 
her body during her lifetime, owing to her re-
quest to God. They appeared only on her incor-
ruptible body after her death.

She died in Rome on April 29, 1380, at the 
age of 33. — CNA

St Catherine of Siena
Patron Saint of:
 Europe
 Fire Prevention

 Italy

Feastday: April 29

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, April 25
(Acts 10:40-43)
God raised Jesus to life on the third 
day and allowed him to be seen, 
not by the whole people but only by 
certain witnesses God had chosen 
beforehand. Now we are those wit-
nesses – we have eaten and drunk 
with him after his resurrection from 
the dead – and he has ordered us to 
proclaim this to his people and to tell 
them that God has appointed him to 
judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to 
him that all the prophets bear this wit-
ness: that all who believe in Jesus will 
have their sins forgiven through his 
name.

Monday, April 26
(Romans 10:8-10)
The word is very near to you, it is on 
your lips and in your heart: the word, 
that is, of the faith we proclaim. If your 
lips confess that Jesus is Lord and 
if you believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, then you 
will be saved. By believing from the 
heart you are made righteous; by con-
fessing with your lips you are saved.

Tuesday, April 27
(Acts 13:30-33)
God raised Jesus from the dead, and 
for many days he appeared to those 
who had accompanied him from 
Galilee to Jerusalem: and it is these 
same companions of his who are now 
his witnesses before our people. We 
have come here to tell you the Good 
News. It was to our ancestors that 
God made the promise but it is to us, 
their children, that he has fulfilled it, 
by raising Jesus from the dead. As 
scripture says in the second psalm: 
You are my son: today I have become 
your father.

Wednesday, April 28
(Romans 6:8-11)
We believe that having died with Christ 
we shall return to life with him: Christ, 
as we know, having been raised from 
the dead will never die again. Death 
has no power over him any more. 
When he died, he died, once for all, 
to sin, so his life now is life with God; 
and in that way, you too must consider 
yourselves to be dead to sin but alive 
for God in Christ Jesus.

Thursday, April 29
(Song of Songs 8:7)
Love is something that no flood can 
quench, no torrents drown. Were a 
man to offer all the wealth of his house 
to buy love, contempt is all he would 
purchase.

Friday, April 30
(Acts 5: 30-32)
The God of our fathers raised Jesus 
form death, after you had killed him 
by nailing him to a cross. And God 
raised him to his right side as Leader 
and Saviour, to give to the people of 
Israel the opportunity to repent and 
have their sins forgiven. We are wit-
nesses to these things — we and the 
Holy Spirit, who is God’s gift to those 
who obey him. 

Saturday, May 1
(Romans 14: 7-9)
None of us lives for himself only. none 
of us dies for himself only; if we live, 
it is for the Lord that we live, and if 
we die, it is for the Lord that we die. 
Whether we live or die, then, we be-
long to the Lord. For Christ died and 
rose to life in order to be the Lord of 
the living and of the dead.
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Universal:  Fundamental Rights
We pray for those who risk their lives while fighting for 
fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian 

regimes and even in democracies in crisis.
Download the Click To Pray updates now.

The entirety of God’s love 
is found in the crucifix

VATICAN: The crucifix is not just a symbol or 
wall decoration, it is the entire expression of the 
love of God who sent his Son to die for us and 
for our sins, Pope Francis said. 

“How many people, how many Christians 
spend time looking at the crucifix…” the Pope 
said April 22 in the chapel of the Casa Santa 
Marta, his Vatican residence.

People “find everything there, because they 
understood, the Holy Spirit made them under-
stand that there is all knowledge, all the love of 
God, all Christian wisdom there.”

Emphasising that a crucifix is not just a deco-
rative object to hang on the wall, Francis urged 
Christians to “look at the crucifix in silence, 
look at the wounds, look at the heart of Jesus, 
look at the whole: Christ crucified, the Son of 
God, annihilated, humiliated... for love.”

In his homily, Pope Francis reflected on the 
day’s Gospel passage, John 3:16-21, pointing 
out that “there is everything here.”

“Kerygma, catechesis, theological reflection, 
parenesis [exhortation]... there is everything in 
this chapter,” he stated. “And every time we 
read it, we encounter more wealth, more expla-
nations, more things that make us understand 
the revelation of God.”

In this passage, Jesus tells the pharisee Nic-
odemus, “God so loved the world that he gave 
his only-begotten Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him might not perish, but might 
have eternal life.”

The Pope said the first point he wanted to 
make in his homily is that Christ’s death on the 
cross for our salvation shows the “madness” of 
God’s love for his children.

“God loves us and he loves us – as a saint 
says – like madness: God’s love seems like 
madness,” he argued.

“Whenever we look at the crucifix, we find 
this love.”

Pope Francis also highlighted Jesus’ line in the 
Gospel about the people who “preferred dark-
ness to light, because their works were evil.”

“For everyone who does wicked things hates 
the light and does not come toward the light, 
so that his works might not be exposed,” Jesus 
tells Nicodemus.

“There are people — us too, many times — 
who cannot live in the light because they are 
used to darkness,” Francis said.

Calling these people “human bats,” he said 
they are blinded by the light and only know 
how to move at night.

“And we too, when we are in sin, are in 
this state: we do not tolerate light. It is more 
comfortable for us to live in darkness; the light 
smacks us, shows us what we don’t want to 
see,” he stated.

The Pope warned that the “eyes of the soul” 
get used to living in this darkness and lose all 
their sense of what the light is.

This state is clearly visible in the scandal 
and corruption of the world, he said, but “we 
too, when we are in a state of sin, in a state of 
estrangement from the Lord, we become blind 
and feel better in the darkness and go like this, 
without seeing, like the blind, moving as we 
can.” — By Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

ROME: The proclamation of the Year of St. 
Joseph by Pope Francis in December 2020 
coincided with the 150th anniversary of the 
saint’s proclamation as patron of the Universal 
Church by BLEssED Pius iX on Dec 8, 1870.

“Jesus Christ our Lord ... whom countless 
kings and prophets had desired to see, Joseph 
not only saw but conversed with, and em-
braced in paternal affection, and kissed. He 
most diligently reared Him whom the faithful 
were to receive as the bread that came down 
from heaven whereby they might obtain eternal 
life,” the 1870 proclamation, Quemadmodum 
Deus, stated.

Bl Pius IX’s successor, PoPE LEo Xiii, went 
on to dedicate an encyclical letter to devotion to 
St Joseph, Quamquam pluries.

“Joseph became the guardian, the adminis-
trator and the legal defender of the divine house 
whose chief he was,” Leo XIII wrote in the en-
cyclical published in 1889.

“Now, the divine house which Joseph ruled 
with the authority of a father contained within 
its limits the scarce-born Church,” he added.

Leo XIII presented St Joseph as a model at 
a time when the world and the Church were 
wrestling with the challenges posed by moder-
nity. A few years later, the pope went on to pub-
lish Rerum Novarum, an encyclical on capital 
and labour which outlined principles to ensure 
the dignity of labourers.

In the past 150 years, nearly every pope has 
taken steps to further devotion to St Joseph in 
the Church and to use the humble father and 
carpenter as a witness for the modern world. 

“If you want to be close to Christ, I repeat 
to you Ite ad Ioseph: Go to Joseph!” said VEn 
Pius Xii in 1955 as he instituted the feast of St 
Joseph the Worker, to be celebrated on May 1.

The new feast was intentionally placed on 
the calendar to counter Communist May Day 
rallies. But this was not the first time that the 
Church had presented St Joseph’s example as 
an alternative path toward workers’ dignity.

According to the pontiff, the witness of St Jo-

seph’s life taught the rich “what are the goods 
most to be desired,” while workers could claim 
St Joseph’s recourse as their “special right, and 
his example for their particular imitation.”

“It is, then, true that the condition of the low-
ly has nothing shameful in it, and the work of 
the labourer is not only not dishonouring, but 
can, if virtue be joined to it, be singularly en-
nobled,” wrote PoPE LEo Xiii in Quamquam 
pluries.

In 1920, BEnEDict XV prayerfully offered 
St Joseph as the “special guide” and “heavenly 
patron” of labourers “to keep them immune 
from the contagion of socialism, the bitter en-
emy of Christian principles.”

And, in the 1937 encyclical on atheistic com-
munism Divini Redemptoris, Pius Xi placed 
“the vast campaign of the Church against 
world Communism under the standard of St 
Joseph, her mighty Protector.”

“He belongs to the working-class, and he 
bore the burdens of poverty for himself and the 

Holy Family, whose tender and vigilant head 
he was. To him was entrusted the Divine Child 
when Herod loosed his assassins against Him,” 
PoPE Xi continued. “He won for himself the ti-
tle of ‘The Just,’ serving thus as a living model 
of that Christian justice which should reign in 
social life.”

Yet, despite the 20th century Church’s em-
phasis on St Joseph the Worker, Joseph’s life 
was not defined solely by his work, but also by 
his vocation to fatherhood.

“For St Joseph, life with Jesus was a continu-
ous discovery of his own vocation as a father,” 
wrote st JoHn PAuL ii in his 2004 book Rise, 
Let Us Be On Our Way.

He continued: “Jesus Himself, as a man, ex-
perienced the fatherhood of God through the 
father-son relationship with St Joseph. This 
filial encounter with Joseph then fed into Our 
Lord’s revelation of the paternal name of God. 
What a profound mystery!”

St John Paul II saw firsthand Communist 
attempts to weaken the family unit and under-
mine parental authority in Poland. He said that 
he looked to St Joseph’s fatherhood as a model 
for his own priestly fatherhood.

In 1989 — 100 years after Leo XIII’s encyc-
lical — St John Paul II wrote Redemptoris cus-
tos, an apostolic exhortation on the person and 
mission of St Joseph in the life of Christ and of 
the Church. 

In his announcement of the Year of St Jo-
seph, PoPE fRAncis released a letter, Patris 
corde, explaining that he wanted to share some 
“personal reflections” on the spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

“My desire to do so increased during these 
months of the pandemic,” he said, noting that 
many people had made hidden sacrifices dur-
ing the crisis in order to protect others.

“Each of us can discover in Joseph — the 
man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and 
hidden presence — an intercessor, a support 
and a guide in times of trouble,” he wrote. — 
By Courtney Mares, CNA

The popes from Blessed Pius IX to Francis say,
‘Go to Joseph’!

Saint Joseph and the Christ Child. 

HONG KONG: Catholics in Hong Kong are 
reeling after several pro-democracy figures 
were sentenced last week to prison terms for 
their peaceful resistance to the Chinese Com-
munist Party and its efforts to crack down on 
Hong Kongers’ freedom. 

In the wake of the sen-
tences, one observer said 
this week that this would 
be an ideal time for Pope 
Francis to appoint Hong 
Kong auxiliary Bishop Jo-
seph Ha Chishing (pic), 
who has publicly supported 
the island’s pro-democracy 
movement, as bishop of the diocese. 

“Bishop Ha, a Franciscan, is widely loved 
and respected in Hong Kong as a pastoral lead-
er who cares for his flock, and a shepherd who 
combines wisdom and courage, to stand true 
to his values as a religious leader without be-
ing a firebrand,” Benedict Rogers, co-founder 
and chair of the monitoring group Hong Kong 
Watch, wrote in UCA News, April 18. 

“If I were in the Vatican, this would be pre-
cisely the moment to promote Bishop Ha. To 
appoint as bishop of Hong Kong someone who 
is courageous but not reckless, who has the trust 
of his flock but has proven in the past two years 
his ability to lie low if required, would be ex-
actly the right exertion of ecclesial and papal 
authority required. Whether the Vatican will 
have that courage remains to be seen.”

Hong Kong has been without a permanent 
bishop since the death of Bishop Michael 
Yeung Ming-cheung in January 2019. John 
Cardinal Tong Hon, who retired as Bishop of 
Hong Kong in 2017, has served as the diocese’ 
apostolic administrator since then. 

In 2019, CNA learned that the Vatican had re-
solved to appoint Bishop Ha to lead the diocese. 

However, Bishop Ha was publicly seen at the 
front of pro-democracy demonstrations against 
an extradition law, and his nomination was re-
versed before a public announcement could be 
made. — CNA

The next Bishop 
of Hong Kong?


