
VATICAN: Pope Francis 
criticised people who 
“call themselves guard-

ians of traditions, but of dead 
traditions,” saying that failing 
to move forward is dangerous 
for the Church today.

Speaking to the organisers of a confer-
ence on education on June 1, the Pope 
said that it was vital to make progress by 
“drawing from the roots.”

He said that “there is the fashion — in 
every age, but in this age in the Church’s 
life I consider it dangerous — that in-
stead of drawing from the roots in order 
to move forward — meaning fine tradi-
tions — we ‘step back,’ not going up or 
down, but backward.”

“This ‘back-stepping’ makes us a sect; 
it makes you ‘closed’ and cuts off your 
horizons. Those people call themselves 
guardians of traditions, but of dead tra-
ditions.”

“Education, for its part, is always 
rooted in the past, but it does not stop 
there: it is directed towards ‘forward-
looking initiatives,’ where the old and 
the new converge to create a new hu-

manism,” he said.
The Pope underlined that true tradition 

is “what that fifth-century theologian de-
scribed as a constant growth: throughout 
history, tradition grows, progresses: ut 
annis consolidetur, dilatetur tempore, 
sublimetur aetate.

The Pope was referring to St Vincent 
of Lerins, who wrote about the develop-
ment of Church teaching, saying that it 
“is solidified over the years, extended 
with time, and refined with age.”

Pope Francis has invoked this quota-
tion numerous times since his election 
in 2013, including in a letter on Amoris 
Laetitia in 2018.

The Pope did not mention the liturgy 
or Catholic doctrine in his June 1 ad-
dress, but focused his speech on educa-
tion.

He said that Virgil’s Aeneid contains 
an image that “can serve to illustrate the 
mission of educators, who are called to 
preserve the past … and to guide the 
steps of the young towards the future.”

“An eloquent example of how to con-
front the crisis can be found in the epic 
figure of Aeneas, who amid the flames of 
his burning city, carries on his shoulders 
his elderly father Anchises and takes the 

young son Ascanius by the hand, leading 
them both to safety,” Pope Francis said.

“Aeneas saves himself, but not by 
himself. He brings with him his father, 
who represents his past, and his son, 
who represents the future. And so he 
moves forward,” he added.

Pope Francis said that this represen-
tation of tradition being respected and 
preserved reminded him of “what Gus-
tav Mahler said about tradition: ‘Tradi-
tion is the guarantee of the future,’ not a 
museum piece.”

The Pope met with participants in a 
conference organised to evaluate the 
work accomplished so far by his Global 
Compact on Education and to plan for 
its development in the years to come.
“I thank you for all that you do in the 
service of education, which is also the 
specific contribution that you are of-
fering to the Church’s synodal process. 
Keep moving in this direction, from 
the past towards the future, continuous 
growth,” he said.
“And be attentive to the ‘back-stepping’ 
so much in vogue today, which makes 
us think that by stepping back, we can 
preserve humanism,” the Pope added. 
— By Courtney Mares, CNA
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Those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God.

You, however, are not in the flesh but 
in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have 
the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

Romans 8:8-9

For a synodal Church
communion l participation l 

mission

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together  in Your name.
With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;  
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong 
path nor partiality influence  our actions.
Let us find in You our unity so that we may 
journey together to eternal life and not stray  
from the way of truth and what is right.
All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of  the Father and the Son,
forever and ever. Amen.

Synod
2021
2023

(LiCas News photo/ ValentimePix)

VATICAN: “There is no such thing as a perfect fam-
ily. There are always ‘buts.’’

Pope Francis made that affirmation in The Pope 
Video released June 2 to promote his prayer inten-
tion for June.

Yet, he added, “that doesn’t matter. We shouldn’t 
be afraid of mistakes; we have to learn from them so 
we can move forward.”

As the Church prepares to gather in Rome from 
June 22 to 26, for the 10th World Meeting of Fami-
lies, Pope Francis upheld the family and urged all 
Catholics to pray for them.

“The family is the place where we learn to live 
with one another, to live with young people and 
with those who are older. And by being united in 
our differences — young people, the elderly, adults, 
children — we evangelise with our example of life.”

The Pope recalled that God is always with us, in 
our neighbourhood, cities, and daily life.

“And He takes care of us,” said Pope Francis. “He 
remains with us at all times in the swaying of the 
boat tossed by the sea: when we argue, when we suf-
fer, when we’re joyful, the Lord is there and accom-
panies us, helps us, and corrects us.”

At the same time, he said, love within the family 
offers a “personal path of holiness.”

“Let us pray for Christian families around the 
world. May each and every family embody and ex-
perience unconditional love and advance in holiness 
in their daily lives.” — Vatican News

Pope’s June prayer intention 

For families

Prayer for the Synod
Adsumus Sancte Spiritus

Don’t be 
guardians of 

dead traditions!
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“The Holy Spirit, whom Christ the head 
pours out on his members, builds, ani-

mates, and sanctifies the Church” 
(CCC, No. 747).

Jesus told His disciples, “Unless I go 
away, the Advocate will not come to 

you; but if I go, I will send Him to you” 
(John 16:7). If the Incarnation was God’s 
promise fulfilled, Pentecost marks the 
fulfilment of Jesus’ promise. On this day 
we recall the moment Jesus gifted the 
apostles and disciples and His Mother 
Mary, who were assembled in Jerusalem, 
the gift of the Advocate, the Spirit of 
truth, which the world cannot accept, be-
cause it neither sees nor knows it (Jn 14, 
17) – the promise fulfilled, once again.

We often associate the third person of 
the Trinity with the supernatural gifts that 
the Holy Spirit brings into our lives, for 
example, the ability to speak in tongues, 
to lay hands and pray for healing, and the 
knowledge to discern or prophesy God’s 
will, etc. To this day, the events on that 
first Pentecost amaze us — winds blew; 
fire erupted; people found themselves 
speaking in languages that amazed and 
inspired those who were present. Howev-
er, the Pentecost that we celebrate today 
may not be as dramatic as it was 2,000 
years ago but yet it must transcend our 
fixation to look for supernatural signs.

The primary purpose of Jesus send-
ing the Holy Spirit is clear in the Gospel 
today: “the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you everything and remind 
you of all I have said to you.” In other 
words, the Holy Spirit will continue to 
instruct where Jesus had left off as He as-
cended to the Father. The mission of the 
Holy Spirt is to reveal Jesus (instruct), 
the Word made flesh, and to make Jesus 
“fully alive” in each of us – to teach us 
how to become more and more like Jesus. 

Our first and second readings today 
bear testimony to how Jesus was “fully 
alive” in the early Christian communi-
ties. It wasn’t mediocrity that we see but 
a vibrance that was infectious. More and 
more people came to know about Jesus 
because the early disciples couldn’t con-
tain the Good News of having encoun-
tered Jesus and how He has transformed 
their lives. The vibrancy of the early 
Christian communities was founded on 
Jesus’ command to love God and one an-
other: “If you love me you will keep my 
commandments”.

In this post-pandemic era, the Church 
needs a renewed vibrancy both in wor-
ship and in mission. Many of us want to 
return to the pre-pandemic days, back to 
our secure comfort zones, the uninter-
rupted familiarity and at times even the 
malaise of mediocrity and complacency. 
If that is the case, what a tragedy for the 
life of the Church. More than ever, after 
an unprecedented life-changing period, 
the Church needs a renewed vibrancy 
that is life-giving, fosters holiness, and 

zeal to share the gift of faith in Jesus 
Christ with those we encounter. 

As we come out of this pandemic, we 
need to examine if spiritual mediocrity, 
complacency, and lethargy have gotten a 
grip on us. We need the Holy Spirit to re-
new us now more than ever – reject me-
diocrity, and embrace vibrancy.

To be a vibrant Church (parish com-
munity) possibly does not require some 
grand initiative to change the world, a 
conference on the Holy Spirit, or even a 
structured plan for the mission. Vibrancy 
does not reside in the ability to perform 
supernatural gifts. Spiritual vibrancy be-
gins when there is an awareness in us that 
initiates a generous response and obedi-
ence to Jesus’ teaching of the greatest 
commandments: “Love the Lord, your 
God, with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and all your mind,” and, “You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself.” 

The prayer of Jesus for His disciples 
before His passion is that they be one 
(unity). This unity can only be possible 
when it is founded on love, a model that 
Jesus showed us to follow at the Last Sup-
per. Love is a gift of God, and the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit’s action is unity. Chris-
tian love must be life-giving or else the 
Church (we) become barren. The Holy 
Spirit is neither reserved nor the posses-
sion of some movements in the Church 
– it belongs to all who profess, I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets.

The Easter season may come to an 
end today, but the vibrancy of an Easter 
people must continue every day, at every 
opportunity. Let this be our prayer this 
Pentecost: Help us, Lord, to be a vibrant 
Church, allowing me to radiate the love 
and light of the Gospel through prayer 
and action. Take away spiritual medi-
ocrity and grant me vibrancy that only 
the Holy Spirit can bring. Like the early 
Christian communities, may my life be an 
invitation to all to share in and be caught 
up in Your divine life. Amen.

 
Fr Clarence 
Devadass is the 
director of the 
Catholic Research 
Centre and parish 
priest of the Church 
of St Anthony,      
Kuala Lumpur.

Pentecost Sunday (C)
Readings: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11;

Romans 8:8-17;
Gospel: John 14:15-16, 23b-26

Reflecting on our 
Sunday Readings
with Fr Clarence Devadass

Reject mediocrity, embrace vibrancy
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Do you remember the Great Jubilee of the 
Year 2000? Did it make any difference 

in your life at that time? Has it had any lasting 
impact on your life and faith?

Preparation for the Great Jubilee began on 
November 10, 1994, when Pope John Paul 
II issued his apostolic letter Tertio Millennio 
Adveniente (As the Third Millennium Ap-
proaches).

With the exception of businesses in Rome 
that expected an increase in tourism, the chief 
response at the time seemed to be among 
bishops.

During the years leading up to the celebra-
tion, every time a bishop or bishops’ con-
ference issued a statement, no matter how 
unimportant or what the matter was, the fi-
nal words were invariably a reference to the 
approaching Great Jubilee. Then, when the 
first year of the new millennium arrived (12 
months early, in fact) all such statements ex-
pressed joy at the blessing.

And then it was over.
In fact, however, at the time people were 

more attentive to the Y2K threat that comput-
er programmes using only the final two digits 
of dates would be unable to distinguish be-
tween the 20th and 21st centuries and would 
thus wreak havoc on infrastructure, econo-
mies and businesses. Happily, Y2K had no 
more impact than the Great Jubilee.

Such is the usual fate of papal or episcopal 
documents, projects and exhortations. They 
become closing paragraphs of other docu-
ments, projects and exhortations until a new 
set comes along.

That probably does not disturb their au-
thors; there is little evidence that they expect 
their proclamations to be read, let alone be-
come guides for action.

Were it otherwise, they would write in 
words that people can understand. They 
would write succinctly. And they would do 
all in their power to ensure the dissemina-
tion of their message. They do none of those 
things, apparently thinking that publication is 
sufficient fulfilment of their ministry.

Even pastors and preachers seldom adver-
tise papal or episcopal statements. In most 
cases, that is probably just as well, since the 
People of God have more important tasks 
than poring over turgid and irrelevant tomes.

Unfortunately, the result is that when a 
truly important document is published, there 
is no audience waiting for it, nor is there a 
system in place to disseminate it.

Such has been the case with the pronounce-
ments of Pope Francis, starting with his apos-
tolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium in 2013.

Perhaps the worst case of this, bordering 
on the tragic, has been the 2015 encyclical 
Laudato Si’.

Seven years ago, Pope Francis tried to 
bring the faith and hope of the Church to bear 
on the ecological crisis being endured by the 
Earth and every creature on it, including our-
selves. He spoke of this planet as “our com-
mon home” and called for a deeper commun-
ion among us that cares for the world that is 
God’s, not ours.

At that time, there was a flutter of response, 
but for the most part, the encyclical and its 
message have been relegated to the “final 
paragraph” category.

The Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development sponsors the 
Laudato Si’ Action Platform, “a space for in-
stitutions, communities and families to learn 
and grow together as we journey towards full 
sustainability in the holistic spirit of integral 

ecology.” Have you joined it? Have you even 
heard of it?

The sole reason the Church exists is to 
communicate the Good News of God’s for-
giving love incarnate in Jesus Christ. By 
now, we should be doing a better job of com-
munication. But that is not the case with the 
Gospel nor even with messages intended to 
express Gospel faith today.

The world is probably already beyond 
crisis where the environment is concerned. 
Wildfires, floods, ice melt, deforestation, air 
and water pollution, sea rise, extinction, ugli-
fication, poverty — we have passed the crisis 
stage into disaster.

Making the message of Laudato Si’ the ba-
sis for a Christian response to the disaster is 
essential to maintaining the Church as a voice 
that can offer words of hope.

As the situation worsens — and it shall — 
the world will need that voice more and more. 
But, unless we get the message of Laudato 
Si’ spread throughout the Church, that voice 
will grow ever fainter.

The ecological crisis is the greatest crisis 
facing humanity today. Responding to it is 
not simply an optional activity for activists: 
it is the new vocation of the entire Church. 
If we simply make Laudato Si’ a couple of 
words at the end of picayune pronounce-
ments, the Church will have failed one of the 
greatest tests in our history.

In that case, we will deserve to be reject-
ed by the world — and even God. — By                  
Fr William Grimm, ucanews.com

l Fr William Grimm, a native of New York 
City, is a missioner and presbyter who since 
1973 has served in Japan, Hong Kong and 
Cambodia.

Let’s not fail our biggest test
Responding to the ecological crisis is the new vocation of the entire Catholic Church



When the Holy Father announced 
my name in the line-up of new 
cardinals to be appointed, I was 

caught off guard. I was totally unpre-
pared.  As it is, I am already overwhelmed 
by my responsibilities as bishop for the 
local church that I have never thought 
of any other appointments, certainly not 
to the College of Cardinals. I would be 
happy just to finish the task of building 
our archdiocese, a vibrant, evangelising 
and missionary church; and then retire to 
a simple, quiet and contemplative life. 

But God works in mysterious ways. 
Man proposes, He disposes. He bestows 
on me what I never asked or desired. Just 
as the Lord said to St Peter, “If it is my 
will that he remain until I come, what is 
that to you? Follow me!” (Jn 21:22) 

So when I heard that I was appointed 
by the Holy Father, I could only say in 
humility, “Not my will but His be done!  
All for the greater glory of God.” I will 
go where He wants, not where I want or 
what I want. Once again, I feel He is ask-
ing me to renew my obedience to Him, 
to surrender my life completely to Him; 
and to offer myself without reservation 
for His Church and the good of humanity.

I am just an ordinary man and I do not 
know why He has chosen me. But I feel 
that this honour is an endorsement of the 
archdiocese’s vision of building a Church 
that is vibrant, evangelising and mission-
ary. And so I feel that my appointment to 
the College of Cardinals is not just an af-
firmation by the Holy Father but by God 
— that we are walking on the right track. 

I found great consolation and teared 
when I thought how kind and gracious 
God is to me and all those who rallied 
behind me all these years in realising 

our dream for the local church. Indeed, 
He has heard my cries, my anxieties, my 
struggles dealing with so many challeng-
es, oppositions, criticisms, discouraging 
remarks, indifference and complacency 
of some of our faithful. There were so 
many times I felt like giving up but God 
gave me the strength to be strong through 
the encouragement and support of many 
of our Catholics. 

So the honour is not given to me pri-
marily — but to all those who have 
helped me to keep the flame of our vi-
sion burning brightly in our archdiocese. 
It gives us hope and encouragement that 
we are indeed walking the right path and 
that we must, with renewed strength and 
hope, complete the race we have begun. 

Finally, now that I have been chosen to 
be a member of the College of Cardinals, 
the Lord is telling me that it is not enough 
for me to drive the local church to greater 
heights but I must together with the other 

cardinals look after the Universal Church 
by assisting and advising the Holy Father.  
A greater responsibility is now placed on 
me beyond the narrow confines of the 
archdiocese. Please pray that I might 
have the strength, the humility, the wis-
dom, the holiness and fortitude to give up 
my life completely for the service of our 
Holy Father and the Universal Church, as 
well as continue to look after the interests 
of the local church in Singapore and also 
the dioceses of Malaysia and Brunei of 
which we are a member of the Regional 
Bishops Conference.

Let us walk together in faith, love and 
prayer, journeying with each other in mu-
tual trust and respect between clergy and 
the laity, towards the goal of realising 
the New Evangelisation, in line with the 
thrust of the Universal Church.

Source: https://www.facebook.com/       
archbishop.william
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Greetings and Peace to all of you, dear people of God. 
The one gift, that God does not hesitate to give, is the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus remarked that when we ask for the 
Spirit, the Father won’t give a stone or scorpion. Ask and 
see! 

Was the Pentecost remembered in your parish? Were 
there any preparations or a novena to commemorate the 
works of the Holy Spirit? The Spirit moved the fearful, 
the speechless and the doubtful into the streets at nine 
o’clock in the morning. The hiding church emerged, 
declared and witnessed. When we fail to recall the Holy 
Spirit, its stirrings, empowering graces and transforming 
works, we subscribe to a powerless, lacklustre Church. 
Remembering and recalling the Pentecost, the transform-
ing event, is re-living the Pentecost today. The parish or 
the church is moved by the Holy Spirit to become the 
“church on fire”. 

The lean times are here. When Joseph became the 
prime minister of Egypt, upon Pharoah’s instruction, the 
country prepared for the lean years. Wisdom, shrewd-
ness, moral fibre and good governance helped Egypt and 
the neighbouring countries to tide through the bad times, 
famine and low food supplies. 

Aliran reports: “Somehow, many Malaysians are 
experiencing a serious deficit in meeting psychological 
needs, namely ‘esteem’ and a sense of ‘belonging’ or trust 
needs. The inability to meet basic ‘physiological’ and 
‘safety’ needs is growing and turning into a nightmare 
for many. Political instability and the absence of strong, 
inspiring leadership underlie public frustrations. 

Global news reports that other countries, like India, 
Thailand and Indonesia are taking quick strategic action 
to protect their people from a looming food supply chain 
breakdown and soaring price hikes that will make essen-

tial goods unaffordable for the masses, by restricting ex-
ports of essential commodities, and stockpiling imported 
raw resources like fuel and wheat.

The Ismail Sabri Yaakob government’s stop-gap meas-
ures are not gaining public trust nor are they reassuring 
the masses. Just look at the brickbats and the comments 
from the public.” (Aliran)

What are the government servants, the ministers and 
their ministries doing? What is their report? What is their 
contribution to the nation and people? 

A Thought for the Week:  Common Sense? 
In a particular desert land, peaches were very scarce.  
Some holy people of the land had a revelation which they 
put down in the following code: ‘Thou shalt not eat more 
than two peaches a day.’ Later some found the means to 
convert the desert into a garden. Trees started flourishing, 
peaches grew in plenty, so much so that they were falling 
from the trees and rotting on the ground. The young peo-
ple began to rebel against the law on peaches, but the 
holy people were determined to maintain the law as they 
claimed it had been revealed by God. There were some 
people who ate more than two peaches a day and they 
were feeling guilty. Others also ate more than two peach-
es, and they didn’t feel guilty. Those among the young 
people who proclaimed, ‘It is all right to eat more than 
two peaches a day’ were punished. (Anthony de Mello)
Something to think about?
Does your own code of morality stand up to reason?
Does it work in practice or does it bring more inner ten-
sion than peace?
Does it make you a less loving, a less happy person?
Where does it go against common sense, and if it does, 
how do you deal with that? 

Malacca Johore Diocese News Update #89
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The Solemnity of Pentecost - Feast 
Day Mass at 9.00am – Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit, Penang

Confirmation – Church of St Francis 
de Sales, Sitiawan at 6.00pm

Episcopal Regional Liturgy 
Commission (ERLC) —Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Centre, KL

Meeting Franciscan Missionaries 
of Mary (FMM) Sisters at 12.00pm

Visit to the Embassy of the 
Republic of Korea at 7.00pm

Confirmation – Church of Our Lady 
of Lourdes, Silibin, Ipoh at 8.30am

Diocesan Level Synodal Assembly 
at 3.00-5.00pm – Stella Maris

Penang Diocese

Diary of Bishop 
Sebastian Francis

June

Kuala lumPur 
archDiocese

Diary of Archbishop 
Julian Leow

June
7

8
8 & 10

11

12

Yayasan Tan Sri Vendargon Board 
Meeting
SYPG Hymnal Formation
FABC Antiquum Ministerium 
Workshop
AMEIA Christian Unity Worship 
and Prayer Day
St John Vianney Installation of 
Parish Priest and Confirmation Mass

Announcements for this Week:
1. Congratulations to His Grace Archbishop William Goh of the Arch-
diocese of Singapore, on being raised as cardinal with 20 others to the 
College of Cardinals by Pope Francis. A consistory will be held on 
August 27, 2022.
2. The Diocesan Nine-Day Novena to the Holy Spirit concludes to-
morrow, June 4 at 8.00pm live from MAJODI Centre. In conjunction 
with MJD50 celebration, let us come together for a time of praise and 
worship and prayer.
3.  The closing Mass for the 10th World Meeting of Families will be 
held on June 26, 2022 at 6.00pm celebrated by the Bishop in Sacred 
Heart Cathedral. All families, fathers, mothers, children, grandparents 
and special needs children are welcome.
4. The MJD BECAFT is organising a seminar in four languages for 
BEC coordinators and members in the month on July. Look out for 
the poster for seminar schedules in the three Vicarates. 

This week’s Question and Query:  
The Q asked: Does the Lord walk on earth? 
He walks with us just as He travelled with the disciples on the way 
to Emmaus. He comes to us a stranger, helps us connect and under-
stand, makes our heart burn when He breaks the word and reveals 
himself as Lord at the breaking of bread. Let Him walk with you. Wel-
come the stranger. 

Have a blessed weekend. “Religion is looking for you to believe. But 
Spirituality, you have to look for it to believe”. Look for Him and He 
shall be found.

Bishop Bernard Paul
June 3, 2022

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bAGPu51EnIQ

Being chosen a cardinal
Most Rev William Goh, Archbishop of Singapore

https://www.facebook.com/archbishop.william
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAGPu51EnIQ
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Chancery Extract
Archdiocese of KuAlA lumpur

KUALA LUMPUR: This is an extract from the 
Chancery Notice on May 31, 2022 — Further 
Easing Measures for Church Related Activities 
(ref: CHAN/CD/09/2022).

The highlights of these changes include RE-
SUMPTION of the following with effect from 
Sunday, June 5, 2022:
In-Person Catechism and RCIA Classes: Par-
ishes will be allowed to resume in-person cat-
echism and RCIA classes.
Parish Meetings: Face-to-face meetings will be 
allowed where all attendees must remain masked 
when meetings are held indoors and the meeting 
duration should be kept short.
BEC Gatherings: BEC gatherings in homes can 
now resume in small numbers with the wearing 
of masks required throughout the gathering. 
Shared Meals: Where meals are provided at 
meetings or gatherings, packed food is recom-
mended. Where gatherings involve only a small 
number of people, it is encouraged that the food 
is served in open spaces or large rooms with good 
ventilation.
Congregational Singing at Mass: Congrega-
tional singing will now be permitted while re-
maining masked. 
Holy Communion to the Homebound: With the 
permission of the Parish Priest, Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) may 
bring the Holy Eucharist to members of the Par-
ish who are not able to attend Mass while observ-
ing all necessary precautions. 

As we move forward together, we continue to 
err on the side of caution, upholding our commit-
ment to protect each other and the most vulner-
able amongst our faith community. Let us remain 
mindful that our actions should be firmly guided 
by these fundamental principles at all time:
Wearing of Face Masks: Mask-wearing remains 
mandatory while indoors and strongly encour-
aged for outdoor gatherings, especially when 
there is a crowd. High-risk and vulnerable indi-
viduals are strongly advised to be masked at all 
times.
Maintaining Hand-hygiene: Frequent hand-
washing with soap and the use of alcohol-based 
hand sanitizers is strongly recommended. 
Ensuring Good Ventilation and Air Filtration: 
Good ventilation protects against the spread of 
COVID-19. It replaces indoor air with outdoor 
air, which can reduce the number of infectious 
particles indoors. (Appendix 1)
Regulating Self: If you feel unwell, especially 
with flu-like symptoms (cough, cold, runny nose, 
fever), kindly stay away from public gatherings 
even if you have tested negative for COVID-19.

The Archdiocese wishes to remind that the dis-
pensation from the obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation continues 
for the time being. However, those who are able 
should make the effort to attend Mass in person.

Rev Fr Dr Clarence Devadass
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

To access the complete Chancery Notice, go to: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q2MWvQQ5hk-
Y5Q6Y5-Bv6xZzUdliC1Wp/view

Resumption of 
parish activities 

By Julie Lim

KUALA LUMPUR: Environment-friend-
ly changes will soon be making an impact 
at the Cathedral of St John the Evangelist 
with the launch of its Laudato Si’ ministry. 
Parish priest, Fr Gerard Theraviam, in his 
opening remarks at the launch, said that 
environmental issues affect everyone. “If 
we don’t put some brakes on, what are we 
going to leave for the next generation?” 

“Parishes all over have been responding 
to the call to form Laudato Si’ ministries. 
Although our parish is getting onto the 
bandwagon rather late, it doesn’t matter. 
What is important is that we are making a 
start,” encouraged Fr Gerard.

More than 30 participants attended the 
event held at the community centre of the 
cathedral on May 28. The launch included 
video screenings and a presentation on the 
Laudato Si’ encyclical by the ministry’s 
newly appointed coordinator, Tean Sa-
varinathan.

Passionate about the environment, 
many participants took the opportunity 
to share how they have adopted a more 
environment-friendly lifestyle, as well as 
tips on reusing and reducing. They also 
gave ideas and feedback on initiatives the 
ministry could undertake in the parish.

To prepare for the journey in the minis-
try, Fr Gerard underscored the importance 
of educating one’s self first, followed 

by educating parishioners and the com-
munity at large on environmental issues, 
and the importance of making lifestyle 
changes.

“It is a learning process on how we do 
things, and why we do things. Until we 
know our stuff, we will not be able to 
share our mission with others.” Immedi-
ate plans for the ministry are to see what 
can be done within the community and to 
identify wasteful practices in the parish.

“We need to take small steps because 
we cannot change the world immediate-
ly.” He also hoped more youths will join 
the Laudato Si’ Ministry as the young 
are idealistic and want to be involved in           
such activities. 

Cathedral of  St John  
launches Laudato Si’ 
Ministry

Parishioners of the Cathedral of St John the Evangelist all geared up to create a positive impact on the environment.

PETALING JAYA: For the Marian 
month, the priests from the Church of St 
Ignatius (SIC) visited their parishioners 
to pray the Rosary together.

Parish priest, Fr Lawrence Ng CDD 
and assistant priest Fr Martin Then, CDD 
visited 43 homes with the statue of  Our 
Lady of Fatima, adorned with flowers 
and lighting.

The objective was to reconnect with 
parishioners, especially the vulnerable 
who have been unable to go to church 
during the pandemic, and to help them 
enrich their spiritual experience. The vis-
its drew commending responses, many 
parishioners saying they felt connected to 
their parish and were appreciative of both 
Fr Lawrence and Fr Martin who went out 
of their way to make them feel they be-
longed to and connected with the parish.

At each visit, the priests would first 
greet all family members present and 
then ask for any special intentions they 
would like to pray for, before commenc-
ing with the Rosary prayers. The priests 
would lead all those present in one dec-

ade of the Rosary, ending with a special 
Prayer for the Family and a Prayer for 
Vocations. 

On May 31, the parish commemorated 
the Feast of the Visitation of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary with Mass followed by 
candle lit Rosary procession around the 
church.  

After Mass, the mobile carriage bear-
ing the statue of Our Lady of Fatima was 
pushed out to the church entrance by a 
small group of teens and senior members. 

There were four groups representing 

the language apostolate. Each group car-
ried Our Lady of Fatima’s carriage as the 
Rosary prayers were led by children. 

The evening ended with pre-packed 
light refreshments and mineral water. 
Bottles of sanitisers were also distributed 
to everyone.

It is by His grace and providence that 
God brought the various ministries and 
many volunteers together as one united 
family to work towards the fulfilment of 
all the events of the month. — By Lelia 
Chan

SEREMBAN: The Church of the Visita-
tion celebrated 174 years of existence! To 
commemorate the feast, a nine-day ‘Jour-
ney with Mary’ which included Rosary 

recitation, and adoration followed by Mass 
was held. 

Guest priests were invited for each day. 
On the final day, Fr Surain Durai Raj, the 

main celebrant spoke on the qualities of 
Mary. He demonstrated using a plastic wa-
ter bottle that is full of liquid to the brim 
which symbolises ‘Full’. Secondly, when 
the plastic water bottle is shaken, it does 
not have any sound, therefore it is ‘Silent’ 
also since the plastic water bottle is full of 
liquid, therefore, it can quench one’s thirst, 
so it is ‘Life Giving’. He said these are the 
qualities of our Blessed Virgin Mary, and 
that she will walk with us throughout our 
journey of life! — By Sabrina Smith

Visitation Church celebrates 174 years

The candle lit Rosary procession around the church. (SIC photo/John Ragai)

The Mass, on the final day of the Novena in conjunction with the Feast of the Visitation.

Marian month at St Ignatius Church

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q2MWvQQ5hk-Y5Q6Y5-Bv6xZzUdliC1Wp/view
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Listen to the call of the Gospel
By Melania Liza Magnus

KENINGAU: “We have two ears, 
but we always don’t listen. (In 
Acts 7:55-60) Stephen, a follower 
of Jesus in early Christianity, was 
killed because the Jewish people 
at that time, refused to listen to 
him (and covered their ears). The 
tragedy of Stephen can happen to 
us as well, when we turn a deaf 
ear to the call of the Gospel, to the 
needs of the poor and the environ-
ment, it will bring disaster to this 
world.”

Diocese of Keningau’s Bishop 
Cornelius Piong said this during 
the Mass celebrating the Seventh 
Easter Sunday and the 56th World 
Social Communications Day at 
Dataran Keuskupan Keningau on 
May 29.

Referring to the day’s Gospel, 
the bishop said, “Today we heard 
Jesus' prayer at His last meal with 
the disciples. Jesus prays not only 
for the disciples but for those 

‘who will believe in me through 
their word'. In other words, He 
prays for us. The prayer under-
lines the importance of remaining 
united to one another in Christ. 
Only if Christians remain united 
in Christ, will evangelisation be 
fruitful and enable others to come 

to believe (Jn 17:20).”
Also present at the Mass were 

KekitaanFM online radio disc 
jockeys (DJs) and members of the 
Keningau Diocese Social Com-
munication Commission (KOM-
SOS). To the radio DJs who 
Bishop Cornelius called “broad-

casters of the Word of God” and 
the four new Kekitaan FM DJs, 
he thanked and encouraged them 
to continue their ministry in evan-
gelising the Good News through 
digital media.

“Of course, there are a lot of 
challenges and preparations. Sac-

rifices are to be made, but if we 
really love God, our service is not 
a burden.”

After his homily, Bishop Cor-
nelius led the Rite of Appoint-
ment for the new DJs and the 
Renewal of Commitment for the 
senior DJs. The four new DJs will 
undergo a month’s training before 
broadcasting in July 2022. They 
will be handling new segments 
such as children and youth.

The launch of its new Radio On-
line KekitaanFM application was 
postponed due to technical issues. 
The Chairman of KOMSOS and 
Producer of KekitaanFM Online 
Radio, Didiroy Joneh said, the 
new application is available but 
will be launched at a later date. 

Didiroy added the app is user-
friendly and has many features, 
like listening to live programmes, 
the word of God, reading about 
the lives of saints, and it is linked 
to HERALD. The Catholic Weekly 
and Catholic Sabah.

The KekitaanFM crew and disc jockeys with Bishop Corneilus Piong.

KUALA LUMPUR: The Kuala 
Lumpur Archdiocese marked the 
56th World Social Communica-
tion Sunday with a Eucharist 
Celebration at the Cathedral of 
St John the Evangelist, for those 
involved in the various forms of 
communication within the dio-
cese, on May 28.

In his opening address, Arch-
bishop Julian Leow said, “We are 
here to remember how to com-
municate with one another and to 
celebrate all of you, who commu-
nicate God’s Word to one another, 
to your ministries and the different 
roles you play in the archdiocese.”

Concelebrating with him were, 
Social Communications Ecclesi-
astical Assistant, Fr Richard An-
thonysamy, SJ, St John’s parish 
priest Fr Gerard Theraviam, Fr 
Edwin Peter, and Fr Michel Dass.

During the homily, the arch-
bishop encouraged everyone to 
read, and digest Pope Francis’ let-
ter and theme for the year Listen-
ing with the ear of the heart. He 
asked the congregation, “What are 
we communicating? Who are we 
communicating to? How are we 
communicating? And when we 
listen – what happens within us?

He continued, “Are we prepar-

ing a reply, are we preparing to 
contradict, are we preparing an 
answer or are we really listening 
to what is being said or not being 
said? Non-verbal communication  
is just as important, we should 
read between the lines and give as 
much attention to what is not be-
ing said. Our body language does 
not lie.

“Today I pray, as we celebrate 
World Social Communications 
Day, we will transmit the Word 
of God, the Word made flesh, the 
Word that has come into the world 
and gone through so much misun-
derstanding. Jesus was rejected, 
persecuted, and misunderstood, 
yet he stood firm, reflecting His 
mission in bringing the Good 
News of salvation to a world not 
ready to accept Him.

“As persons in this field of so-
cial communications, we need 
to be good listeners. Many of us 
have perfect hearing yet we fail to 
hear God’s Word. When it comes 
to my closest collaborators, my 
priests, I too am guilty of listen-
ing to reply, to solve problems, to 
improve the situation, to respond, 
to find an answer. I fail to listen to 
the person speaking, to listen to 
his struggles, his pain, his help-

lessness. I fail to listen enough,” 
confessed the prelate. 

In the closing address, Fr Rich-
ard thanked the archbishop and his 
brother priests for joining in the 
day’s celebratory Mass. 

He also welcomed social           
communications representatives 
from the various parishes, and 
those from Catholic media like 
the  HERALD, SIGNIS (World 
Catholic Association for Com-
munication), Catholics@Home, 
Daughters of St Paul, Trinity, and 
Fishermen Integrated. 

Fr Richard said, “while we are 
social communicators, we are 
Christian, and Christ is whom we 
preach. So, the messages we share 
should always find its roots in 
Christ and the Gospel He gave us. 
Today’s Mass is to bring us back 
to the source, the person who is 
leading and guiding us, whom we 
are called to bring to others.”

He also talked about collaborat-
ing with the Catholic media out-
lets to help bring forth the Good 
News.

The vision and mission of the 
ministry are to “listen faithfully, 
evangelise collaboratively and 
connect sincerely. — By Gwen 
Manickam

Christ is whom we preach
KOTA KINABALU: Over 100 so-
cial communications (SOCCOM) 
practitioners from the Archdio-
cese of Kota Kinabalu (ADKK) 
gathered at St Paul’s Church, 
Dontozidon to commemorate the 
56th World Social Communica-
tions Day (WSCD) on May 29, 
2022.

The Mass was presided over 
by Archbishop John Wong and 
concelebrated by Fr Thomas           
Madanan, the spiritual adviser of 
the Social Communications Com-
mission, ADKK.

Highlighting the Pope’s theme 
for WSCD this year, Listening 
with the ear of the heart, the arch-
bishop invited everyone present 
to “change from just seeing and 
hearing from the virtual world, to 
seeing and hearing with the ears of 
the heart, so we can feel and expe-
rience life situations up close.

“Due to the fast and abun-
dant transfer of information and 
news, people no longer take time 
to pause and reflect on what they 
have watched, read or heard.

“As a result, sad news or infor-
mation that needs an active re-

sponse, may only receive a ‘Like’ 
reaction on Facebook; communi-
cation like this is merely external, 
artificial and less personal, and 
does not touch the heart,” lament-
ed Archbishop John.

The prelate reminded SOC-
COM practitioners, “Try to listen 
to the event or incident you want 
to report with the ear of your heart 
first, and then ponder the question 
‘What does the Holy Spirit want 
to say to the readers or listeners re-
garding this incident?’ If you can 
do that, your coverage will make 
an extraordinary impact.”

The chairman of SOCCOM 
ADKK, Joe Leong said, “Over the 
years, our archbishop has given 
this annual event his unfailing 
support. His presence marks his 
recognition of the important role 
social communications has in the 
archdiocese.”

Several parishes in the arch-
diocese sent representatives to the 
celebration, including the Sacred 
Heart Cathedral parish of Kota 
Kinabalu, which will host the 
WSCD celebration next year. — 
By Joe Leong, SOCCOM

Archbishop Julian Leow presiding over the Mass at the Cathedral of St John the Evangelist on May 28.

Members from the various communication ministries in the Archdiocese of 
Kota Kinabalu walk in procession. Catholic Sabah, and ADKK. 

Change to hear with the 
ears of the heart

Celebrating World Social Communications Day HOme
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PAPAR, Sabah: The Kota Kinaba-
lu Archdiocesan Commission for 
Migrants and Itinerants (ACMI) 
team and migrant groups’ repre-
sentatives met at St Joseph Papar 
Youth Centre on May 29.

The meeting discussed better 

ways of helping the migrant fami-
lies living around the Papar dis-
trict.

The Family Aid (Bantuan Ke-
luarga) due during the Movement 
Control Order (MCO) was delayed 
for several reasons. Some 156 in-

dividuals will receive assistance 
donated by an NGO in Singapore.

Initially, the assistance was in 
the form of household items but 
after further discussion, it agreed 
that the assistance be given in 
cash.

Christian Unity: Let it shine!

KUANTAN: In preparation 
for Pentecost, the Church of St 
Thomas organised a spiritual for-
mation programme for its various 
language groups. Initiated by the 
new Faith Formation Ministry 
(FFM) led by Anna Thong, the 
ministry aims to cater to the per-
sonal and spiritual growth of the 
various ministries in the parish. 
And in light of that, the sessions 
conducted were by parish lead-
ers to provide new opportunities 

for growth and to help empower 
them for future projects.

A hybrid session on Pentecost 
was held on May 17, for the 
Tamil apostolate. On May 28, 
an English session on identify-
ing and developing leadership 
themed “Journey together in 
Faith” was held for BEC leaders, 
heads of Parish Ministries, core 
team members, and parishioners.

The final session in Mandarin, 
on May 29, focused on the role 

of Mary in discipleship and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit guid-
ing the Church towards Pente-
cost.

It is hoped that the success of 
these sessions, through the col-
laborated efforts and talents of 
the local parish leaders will be a 
stimulus for more such activities.

Parish priest Fr George Packi-
asamy said the old and new par-
ish leaders and their core teams 
will be commissioned soon.

By Ivy Tan

PETALING JAYA: The Church 
of the Assumption’s Parish Min-
istry of Ecumenical and Inter-Re-
ligious Affairs (PMEIA) hosted 
an Ecumenical Easter Celebra-
tion (EEC) for leaders of other 
Christian denominations in the 
Petaling district.

Parish priest Fr Leonard Lex-
son and resident priest Fr Biju 
Mathew were on hand to wel-
come 25 Christian leaders com-
prising three bishops, reverends, 
and pastors from the Anglican, 
Methodist, Lutheran, and Evan-
gelical faiths, as well as the Sec-
retary-General from the National 
Evangelical Christian Federation. 

Fr Leonard, in his welcoming 
address, highlighted the universal 
church and Christian unity, and 
the importance of building upon 

our dialogues. There is a clear in-
dication that it is more construc-
tive for society when the Church 
is united, bridging all divisions.

The timing of the EEC befit-
ted the Easter season that reflects 
hope, healing, and overcoming 

trials and tribulations, Malaysia’s 
transition to the endemic phase 
promulgating recovery and hope, 
upon which the Church under-
takes an essential role for its be-
lievers and society at large.

Methodist Bishop, Rt Rev-

erend Joshua Khong empha-
sised the role of the Church in 
nation-building and nurturing 
people holistically via education. 
He recalled the various Angli-
can schools in Sabah, Catholic 
schools in Sarawak, and schools 

initiated by the Catholic reli-
gious, the Methodist Church, and 
the local communities in the pen-
insular.

Several bishops, reverends, and 
pastors zoned in on the Church 
being an anchor of support for 
troubled teenagers. Especially 
with the diverse impact, the pro-
longed Movement Control Order 
had on individuals including the 
youth, many of whom contem-
plated suicide as they could not 
cope with the stress, broken fam-
ilies, etc, and the importance of 
rising above these challenges.

A segment of the EEC involved 
intercessory prayers by leaders 
of each denomination they repre-
sented. Following this, Fr Leon-
ard distributed plastic-lit candles 
to the guests as a symbol that 
we should continue to plant, and 
spread seeds of Christian values.

Ecumenical Easter Celebration at the Church of the Assumption, Petaling Jaya.

Finding better ways to help migrants

Parishioners of the Church of St Thomas, Kuantan during a spiritual formation in preparation for Pentecost.

ACMI members with the various migrant group representatives at St Joseph Youth Centre, Papar.

KUALA KUBU BHARU: A 
medical camp was held after 
Mass in the interior of Hulu Sel-
angor on May 29.

Fr VA Michael, parish priest 
of the Church of St Paul the 
Apostle celebrated Mass in the 
hall. Once Mass was over, the 
whole place was transformed 
into a temporary medical clinic. 

There were three doctors and 
volunteers from ACTS – A Call 
to Serve, the Catholic Doctors 
Association of Malaysia, the 
Catholic Nurses Guild of Ma-
laysia, and volunteers from the 
St Paul the Apostle Church. 
CREST Malaysia also lent sup-
port by offering the use of their 
vehicle which came with an ul-
trasound machine. 

A continuous stream of people 
came. Mothers with their tod-
dlers, men who look like hard 
manual work is all they have 
ever known, and many others. 
This was their chance for free 
medical attention without hav-
ing to travel far out of their vil-
lage.

The whole team worked for 
four straight hours and almost 90 
people were attended to that day.

This is an initiative by the 
Archdiocese Office for Human 
Development (AOHD) with the 
backing of the St Paul the Apos-
tle Church’s Parish Medical 
Mission Ministry. 

“I would like to thank eve-
ryone who made this possible, 
especially the AOHD,” said Fr 
Michael.

“The medical camp turned 
out to be a huge success and so 
we are planning to organise the 
next camp in two months’ time, 
on July 31.

“We hope more doctors, med-
ical personnel and others will 
volunteer their services for the 
next camp as we are expecting 
a bigger turnout. These people 
live in far-flung areas where 
such medical attention is either 
too costly for them or is inacces-
sible,” he added. 

Those who would like to 
be part of the next medi-
cal camp on July 31, please 
contact Fr VA Michael at 
012-3048502. — By Devid                                                             
Rajah and Vanitha Nadaraj

Click https://youtu.be/                  
R9ggqARmAPI for more

Two of the three doctors attending to the patients.

Medical clinic in 
Hulu Selangor

Spiritual formation sessions in 
preparation for Pentecost

https://youtu.be/R9ggqARmAPI
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Pope Francis on May 29 appointed 21 
new cardinals including six from Asia 
— East Timor, India, Mongolia, Singa-

pore and South Korea.
The new cardinal-elects from Asia include 

Archbishop Virgilio Do Carmo Da Silva of 
Dili (East Timor), Archbishop Filipe Neri 
António Sebastião of Rosário Ferrão of Goa 
and Damão (India), Archbishop Anthony 
Poola, of Hyderabad (India), Archbishop Wil-
liam Goh Seng Chye of Singapore and Arch-
bishop Giorgio Marengo, Prefect of Ulaan-
baatar (Mongolia) and Archbishop Lazzaro 
You Heung-sik, Prefect of the Congregation 
for Clergy (South Korea).

Archbishop William 
Goh Seng Chye of 
Singapore 
The 65-year-old prelate 
was born on June 25, 
1957, and ordained a 
priest on May 1, 1985. 
He was appointed Co-
adjutor Archbishop on 
December 29, 2012, and 
succeeded as archbish-
op on August 20, 2013.

The city-state’s di-
verse population includes ethnic Chinese, Ma-
lays, Indians, and other races. In other words, 
Singapore is a multi-religious and multi-eth-
nic nation. Most Chinese are Buddhists and 
most Malays are Muslims. Christians make 
up about 15 per cent of the population.

The Archdiocese of Singapore, which cov-
ers the entire island, has about 360,000 Catho-
lics in 32 parishes, out of a population of 5.7 
million. 

“We rejoice with all our brethren on the 
news of Archbishop William Goh’s elevation 
to the Cardinalate. May the Lord grant Arch-
bishop Goh the humility, wisdom, and holi-
ness as he assumes his new responsibility,” 
said a parishioner from Church of the Sacred 
Heart, Singapore.

The Archdiocese of Singapore is honoured 
to have their Archbishop William Goh elevat-
ed to the Cardinalate. He is deeply humbled 
by this new appointment of Pope Francis.

“However, Archbishop William is con-
scious that this honour and new responsibility 
conferred on him is also a recognition of the 
contribution of the faithful in the archdiocese 
for helping him to build a vibrant, evangelis-
ing and missionary church,” said a statement 
from Archbishop’s Communications Office 
on May 29.

“This appointment calls for him to serve not 
just the Archdiocese of Singapore; he will be 
expected to assist the Holy Father in the task 
of governing the Universal Church. Cardinal-
elect William Goh asks for your prayers so 
that he can assume this responsibility with hu-
mility, wisdom and holiness,” the statement 
added.

Archbishop 
Virgilio Do 
Carmo Da Silva 
of Dili (East 
Timor)
The 55-year Arch-
bishop Da Silva, a 
member of Sale-
sians of Saint John 
Bosco, was born 
on Nov 27, 1967. 
He was ordained 
a priest on De-
cember 18, 1998. 
He was appointed 
Bishop of Deli on January 30, 2016, and 
Archbishop on September 11, 2019.

 He will be the first cardinal from East Ti-
mor, Asia’s youngest nation. On  May 20, 
it celebrated its 20 years of Independence 
from Indonesia. 

 East Timor comprises the eastern half of 
Timor Island, the western half of which is 
part of Indonesia. It spans a 15,000 square 
km (5,792 square miles) land area – slightly 
smaller than Israel – and its 1.3 million peo-
ple are predominantly Catholic or 97 per-
cent of the population are Catholics.

 There are three dioceses—Dili, Baucau, 
and Maliana. Pope Francis is to visit the 
country this year, though the actual dates 
are yet to be announced. 

Archbishop 
Filipe Neri 
António 
Sebastião di 
Rosário Ferrão 
of Goa and 
Daman (India)
Archbishop Fer-
rão was born on 
January 20, 1953, 
in Aldona in Goa, 
western India. 
He was ordained 
a priest on Octo-
ber 28, 1979. On 
December 20, 1993, he was appointed the 
auxiliary bishop of Goa and Daman. On 
December 12, 2003, he was promoted as 
the archbishop of Goa and Daman and pa-
triarch of the East Indies. Currently, he is 
the president of the Conference of Catholic 
Bishops of India.

“It is a moment of grace for the Church 
in Goa and a day written in gold letters 
for all Goans as our very own archbishop 
is elevated to the mission and honour of 
a Cardinal in the Church. We rejoice and 
pray for immense spiritual gifts and graces 
for the Church in Goa as well as India un-
der his illustrious leadership,” said Father 
Victor Ferrao, a priest from the Archdio-
cese of Goa and Daman and professor of                
Philosophy. 

Archbishop 
Anthony Poola of 
Hyderabad (India)
The 61-year-old 
Archbishop Poola 
was born in a Dalit 
Catholic family in 
Chindhur, Kurnool. 

He will also be the 
first Telugu cardinal. 
He was ordained a 
priest on February 
20, 1992, and ap-
pointed bishop of 
Kurnool in February 2008. He was promot-
ed as Hyderabad archbishop in 2021.

Carmelite Sr Manju Devarapalli, Na-
tional Secretary of National Dalit Christian 
Watch, said, “It is a cause of pride and joy 
for Dalits of the Telugu States who have 
been requesting Vatican for a Dalit prelate 
for so long.”

“Not just Telugu States but the entire 
Dalit community of India is looking up to 
him for identifying with their struggles and 
dreams,” said the activist-lawyer nun, who 
is based in Hyderabad. 

Archbishop 
Giorgio Marengo, 
Prefect of 
Ulaanbaatar 
(Mongolia)
The Italian-born 
archbishop was 
born on June 7, 
1974. He was or-
dained a priest on 

May 26, 2001, as a member of Consolata 
Missionaries. He was appointed as the Pre-
fect of Ulaanbaatar on April 2, 2020.

He succeeded the late Bishop Wenceslaus 
Padilla, who was the founder of the local 
church in Mongolia. Padilla, a Filipino, 
served the church for two decades.

In Mongolia which borders China, there 
are about 1,400 Catholics in the central 
Asian country that hosts eight parishes. 
Most Catholics are the first and second gen-
erations who have embraced the faith. The 
country’s population is over three million. 
Thirty percent of the population is nomadic. 

The first Mongolian priest was ordained 
in 2016 and the second local priest was or-
dained in October 2021. The diplomatic re-
lations between Vatican and Mongolia exist 
for the last 30 years. 

Archbishop Lazzaro You Heung-sik, 
prefect of the 
Congregation 
for Clergy (South 
Korea)
Archbishop Laz-
zaro You Heung-sik 
was born on Nov. 
17, 1951, in Nonsan, 
Chungcheongnam-
do province, South 
Korea. He was or-
dained a priest on 
Dec 8, 1979, and ap-
pointed as coadjutor 
bishop of Daejeon 
on June 24, 2003. 
He became the bishop of Daejeon on Apr 
1, 2005.

He was the president of the Committee for 
the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Foreign 
Residents Living in Korea and the subcom-
mittee for the Pastoral Care for Pilgrimages 
and Shrine of the Catholic Bishops' Con-
ference of Korea (CBCK). Also, he was a 
member of the Episcopal Commission for 
Clergy and Religious, Episcopal Commis-
sion for Social Affairs and Special Episco-
pal Commission to Promote Beatification 
and Canonization of the CBCK.

He is a member of the Pontifical Council 
Cor Unum since Apr 24, 2007.

Pope Francis has appointed Bishop                        
Lazzaro You Heung-sik of Daejeon as the 
new prefect of the Vatican Congregation for 
Clergy on June 11, 2021. — Radio Veritas 
Asia

Six new cardinals for Asia

The consistory for the creation of the 21 new cardinals will be on August 27, 2022. (Vatican Media)

(Vatican Media)
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VATICAN: Pope Francis wel-
comed a delegation of Buddhist 
monks and Catholic priests to the 
Vatican and urged them to promote 
peace and harmony in the Central 
Asian nation.

The Pontiff called on the reli-
gious leaders to follow the life of 
two great men, Jesus and Buddha, 
who were “peacemakers and pro-
moters of non-violence.”

He also lauded Buddhist leaders 
for their desire to establish a peace-
ful society through cooperation 
with the Catholic Church.

The visit of the delegation, led 
by Bishop Giorgio Marengo, the 
apostolic prefect of Ulaanbaatar, 
which covers the whole of Mongo-
lia, took place on May 28. It was 

part of the 30th anniversary of for-
mal diplomatic relations between 
Mongolia and the Vatican, reported 
Vatican News.

The courtesy call came just a day 
before Pope Francis named Bishop 
Marengo, an Italian Consolata mis-
sionary, as one of 21 new cardinals.   

The Pope also warned the del-
egation to be watchful of people 
who exploit religion to justify vio-
lence and hatred.

“Dialogue with the Buddhist 
community, the faith of the major-
ity in Mongolia, is fundamental for 
us. It is part of our mission. I am 
sure it will bear good fruit.”

He called on Mongolian Bud-
dhists and Catholics to “strengthen 
our friendship for the benefit of 

everyone” and “for the sake of 
peace and harmony.”

Cardinal-elect Giorgio Marengo 
said he has high hopes that the visit 
will foster interfaith harmony in 
Mongolia.  

"It was a meeting that we have 
tried to organise in recent years 
thanks to contacts with the Pon-
tifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue and, after the difficulties 
due to the pandemic, we have now 
been able to complete,” he told 
Fides news agency.

“Dialogue with the Buddhist 
community, the faith of the major-
ity in Mongolia, is fundamental 
for us. It is part of our mission. I 
am sure it will bear good fruit.” — 
ucanews.com

Pope urges Mongolian Catholics 
and Buddhists to promote peace

Pope Francis with a delegation including leaders of Buddhism in Mongolia 
on May 28, 2022. (CNA photo/Vatican Media)

BANGKOK: An online event to 
inform and raise awareness about 
protecting minors and vulnerable 
people from sexual abuse was or-
ganised by MAGIS Thailand, a 
Catholic youth group committed 
to applying Ignatian spirituality 
in their daily lives.

Angela Rinaldi, a lecturer at 
the Institute of Anthropology: 
Interdisciplinary Studies on Hu-
man Dignity and Care (IADC), 
previously the Center for Child 
Protection (CCP), at the Pon-
tifical Gregorian University in 
Rome, was invited to be the key-

note speaker at the May 27 event.
The focus was the sexual abuse 

and abuse of power within the 
Catholic Church, with several 
participants from Singapore 
and the Philippines joining their 
counterparts from Thailand dur-
ing the Zoom conference.

Kittiya Wu, a programmer in 
her thirties from Bangkok, said: 
“We bear the same cross. There-
fore, we must care for and help 
restore the Church’s credibility 
among Catholics as well as non-
believers.”

Natthanon Nakro, a 25-year-old 

college student from Ramkham-
haeng University in Bangkok, 
felt a need to fill the knowledge 
gap on the critical issue.

“From the laity’s perspective, 
it [sexual abuse in the Church] is 
mysterious. Normally, we focus 
on the liturgy. The parish does 
not bring this issue to the table. 
So, we must stay curious,” he 
said.

Participants appreciated Ri-
naldi’s elaboration of what the 
Church’s obligations are and 
what it is doing regarding the 
conduct of preliminary investiga-

tions according to its procedures.
“What I like is that this talk 

acts as an open space where eve-
ryone could discuss and speak 
their mind,” Natthanon said.

In Thailand, discussion of 
sexual matters in public is con-
sidered taboo. The data and de-
tails of abuse cases committed by 
church members in the Southeast 
Asian country remain unknown, 
though their existence is ac-
knowledged.

Thai society treats ordained 
men as superior to laypersons, 
which leads to the embedding of 

clericalist attitudes and contrib-
utes to abuses. It is believed that 
laypeople should not be involved 
in the problems related to monks 
and nuns as they know very little.

The online conference con-
sidered all these factors and the 
challenges posed by them in 
safeguarding and protecting chil-
dren and other vulnerable people.

Cultural factors also need to 
be considered while combat-
ing abuses, which is an ongoing 
process that requires all church 
members to be involved, it was 
concluded. — ucanews.com

Thai Catholic youth discuss clerical sexual abuse

JAKARTA: Christians have urged 
the Indonesian army to take strict 
action against any group trying 
to sow discord and create divi-
sions in society after a video of a 
large motorcycle rally by Muslim 
extremists calling for an Islamic 
caliphate went viral on social me-
dia.

The call by Christians came in 
a May 31 meeting between Com-
munion of Churches in Indonesia 
(PGI) chairman Rev Gomar Gul-
tom and the army’s chief of staff 
General Dudung Abdurachman at 
the PGI’s offices in Jakarta.

Abdurachman was paying a 
visit as part of efforts to win the 
support of religious leaders in 
dealing with problems causing 
disunity in society.

In the video, dozens of motor-
cyclists in green uniforms carried 
placards with messages that read 
“Welcome the Awakening of the 
Islamic Caliphate”. They also 
distributed leaflets containing ex-
tremist content on the streets of 
Jakarta at the weekend.

A similar rally took place in 
Brebes district of Central Java 
province, security officials said.

The Jakarta video drew con-

demnation from religious groups 
including the PGI.

Rev Gultom said in the meet-
ing with Abdurachman that the 
Indonesian army needs to take a 
more prominent role in dealing 
with groups like the one in the 
video trying to do away with the 
national ideology of Pancasila 

(five principles).
Pancasila is seen by Indone-

sians as a unifying belief as it 
encompasses all religions and 
people. It stipulates belief in one 
God, a just and civilized society, 
a united Indonesia, a democracy 
guided by consensus, and social 
justice for all. — ucanews.com

Indonesian Christians want 
army protection from extremists

RAICHUR, India: The diocese 
of Bellary in the southern Indian 
state of Karnataka has dedicated a 
new shrine to migrant labourers, 
especially those engaged in con-
struction works.

Bishop Henry D’Souza of Bel-
lary blessed and dedicated the 
Infant Jesus Shrine in Raichur, a 
city located between Krishna and 
Tungabhadra rivers and 409 km 
north of Bengaluru, the state capi-
tal on May 31.

The bishop described the shrine 
as a masterpiece and a blessing to 
the diocese.

Fr P R Paulraj, who completed 
the construction, said the shrine 
is dedicated to the construction 
workers of India. He said he got 
the idea after witnessing and help-
ing many migrants and construc-
tion workers who were affected by 
the Corona pandemic.

Fr Paulraj thanked the workers 
and especially ordinary Christian 
labourers who contributed their 
might and generosity in complet-
ing the church. He named Benja-
min, a lay Catholic engineer who 
spent his time and energy to build 
the shrine. — Matters India

Shrine dedicated to India’s 
construction workers

A screen grab of motocyclists in green uniforms carrying placards with 
messages that read “Welcome the Awakening of the Islamic Caliphate”.

Bishop Henry D’Souza of Bellary dedicates the Infant Jesus Shrine in             
Raichur to migrant labourers, on May 31, 2022. (Matters India)
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LUANDA, Angola: More than 80 delegates 
from the various dioceses of Angola and São 
Tomé recently met for a week in the historic 
Diocese of Mbanza Congo for the country’s 
XIII National Week liturgy convention.

The theme of the meeting was “Walking 
together in faith and in the way of celebrat-
ing the holy mysteries.”

During the week-long discussions, one of 
the most discussed topics was on liturgical 
music. In the end, the liturgists recommend-
ed reminding clergy and the faithful to pay 
attention to the general norms of the Church 
regarding the use of sacred music.

Liturgical music must correspond to the 
spirit of the liturgical celebration itself and 
should not hinder the active participation 
of the people. The choir must always help 
the faithful enter into the mystery being cel-
ebrated. Otherwise, “our Churches will have 
religious songs but not necessarily liturgical 
music,” said the Angolan liturgists.

The liturgists nevertheless emphasised 
that it was possible to have lively and active 

liturgies without sacrificing the solemn na-
ture of a celebration such as the Mass.

The delegates also recommended that the 
episcopal conference needed to create litur-
gical structures at both diocesan and nation-
al levels to guide various liturgies.

Archbishop Luzizila Kiala of the Archdio-
cese of Malanje, the chair of Angola’s Epis-
copal Commission for Liturgy, Shrines and 
Ecumenism, expressed satisfaction with the 
meeting’s sharing and learning outcomes. 
— Vatican News

VATICAN: Thursday, June 2 marked the 
start of a weekend of celebrations across the 
United Kingdom on the occasion of Queen 
Elizabeth II’s 70 years on the throne.

Marking this milestone, Pope Francis 

sent a telegram to the Queen offering his 
prayers and good wishes.

In it, he says: “On this joyful occasion 
of your Majesty’s birthday, and as you cel-
ebrate this Platinum Jubilee year, I send 

cordial greetings and good wishes, together 
with the renewed assurance of my prayers 
that Almighty God will bestow upon you, 
the members of the Royal Family and all 
the people of the nation blessings of unity, 
prosperity and peace.”

In recognition of the monarch’s commit-
ment to the care of God’s creation, Pope 
Francis is donating a Cedar of Lebanon to 
the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative. 

He expressed the hope that this tree, 
“which in the Bible symbolises the flour-
ishing of fortitude, justice and prosperity, 
would be a pledge of abundant divine bless-
ings” upon her realm.

The project invites people from across 
the United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the 
Jubilee”.

As well as inviting the planting of new 
trees, The Queen’s Green Canopy will dedi-
cate a network of 70 Ancient Woodlands 
across the United Kingdom and identify 70 
Ancient Trees to celebrate Her Majesty’s 70 
years of service. — Vatican News

Our liturgies must invite 
people to want to participate

Pope Francis sends greetings on Queen 
Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee

Angola’s liturgists celebrating Mass at Mbanza Congo’s Kulumbimbi ruins. (Vatican News photo)

ROME: Visitors to Assisi can once again see 
Blessed Carlo Acutis, the first millennial to 
be beatified in the Catholic Church, dressed 
in jeans and tennis shoes through a viewing 
glass on his tomb.

Archbishop Domenico Sorrentino re-
moved the panel covering Acutis’ tomb on 
June 1, reopening it for permanent public 
veneration.

With the lifting of Italy’s former travel re-
strictions for tourists, many international pil-
grims will now have the opportunity to see 
the young Blessed for the first time.

The archbishop of Assisi-Nocera Umbra-
Gualdo Tadino said that he hopes all who 
come to pray at the tomb will “open them-
selves to the light of the Gospel and have a 
profound experience of faith”.

Acutis’ tomb is located in Assisi’s Sanctu-
ary of the Renunciation, a part of the Church 
of St Mary Major. The sanctuary is located 
on the spot where a young St. Francis of As-

sisi is said to have cast off his rich clothes in 
favour of a poor habit.

In a letter written for the Sanctuary of the 
Renunciation’s inauguration in 2017, Pope 
Francis called it “a precious place where 
young people can be aided in the discern-
ment of their vocations.”

Blessed Carlo Acutis was a young Catholic 
from Italy with a passionate devotion to the 
Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and 
an aptitude for computer coding. He died of 
leukaemia in 2006 at the age of 15, offering 
his suffering for the pope and for the Church.

Despite tight travel restrictions due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, more than 41,000 
people visited Acutis’ tomb during the dio-
cese’s 19-day celebration of his beatifica-
tion in October 2020 when it was originally 
opened for public viewing, according to the 
Diocese of Assisi.

While the viewing glass over Acutis’ tomb 
had remained covered since Oct 19, 2020, 

devoted pilgrims continued to visit the tomb 
bringing their prayer intentions with them.

Pope Francis said that Blessed Carlo’s 
“witness shows today’s young people that 
true happiness is found by putting God in 
first place and serving Him in our brothers 

and sisters, especially the least.”
Blessed Carlo Acutis was recently named 

one of the patrons of the World Youth Day 
celebration set to take place in Lisbon, Portu-
gal in August 2023. — By Courtney Mares, 
CNA

Blessed Carlo Acutis’ tomb permanently reopened for public viewing
File photo of Pope Francis greeting Queen Elizabeth and the late Duke of Edinburgh at the 
Vatican. (Vatican News photo)

Carlo Acutis’ tomb is shown opened for public veneration in Assisi, Italy, on Oct 1, 2020. (CNA 
photo/Photos courtesy of Assisi diocese)

BANGUI: The National Assembly of the 
Central African Republic moved to abolish 
the death penalty with a law passed by ac-
clamation which must now be promulgated 
by President Faustin Archange Touadéra.

The last official execution in the Central 
African Republic took place in 1981.

In the intervening period, the justice sys-
tem has no longer requested the death pen-
alty against a convicted person, though the 
possibility of capital punishment remained.

This is no longer the case after the lower 
house of parliament voted by acclamation 
on May 27 to abolish the death penalty. 
Chad did so in 2020, and Sierra Leone in 
2021.

The mainly symbolic measure is unlikely 
to fundamentally change the security situ-
ation in the country, which is plagued by 
violence and fighting between rebel groups 
and the national army, supported by Russian 
mercenaries. But human rights defenders 
claim the abolition of the death penalty is a 
positive signal.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
since the reform instituted by Pope Fran-
cis in 2018, condemns the use of the death             
penalty.

It states that “the death penalty is inadmis-
sible because it is an attack on the inviolabil-
ity and dignity of the person”, even in the 
case of a very serious crime.

At the same time, “more effective systems 
of detention have been developed, which 
ensure the due protection of citizens but, at 
the same time, do not definitively deprive 
the guilty of the possibility of redemption.”

This new formulation regarding the death 
penalty, approved by Pope Francis, came 
into effect on August 1, 2018.

The Catechism thus urges the Church 
to “work with determination for the aboli-
tion [of the death penalty] worldwide.” —                     
Vatican News

Central African 
Republic abolishes 
death penalty



By John L. Allen Jr.

Although cardinals of the Catholic 
Church have many responsibilities, 
nothing they’ll ever do is more im-

portant than electing the next pope. As a re-
sult, every time a sitting pope announces a 
new crop of cardinals, one key question is 
what impact the selections appear to have on 
the next conclave whenever it might come.

With regard to the 21 new cardinals Pope 
Francis announced on May 29, including 
16 under 80 and thus eligible to vote for the 
next pope, the question appears simultane-
ously easier and maddeningly more difficult 
to answer.

To begin with the easy part, it seems clear 
that, in the main, the 16 new electors are 
largely Francis loyalists, meaning prelates 
who share the Pope’s broadly progressive vi-
sion. That’s certainly true of the new Ameri-
can cardinal, for instance, Robert McElroy 
of San Diego, considered one of the staunch-
est liberals in the US Bishops’ Conference.

Indeed, in several instances Francis seems 
to have bypassed important archdioceses tra-

ditionally led by cardinals in favour of small-
er venues in the same neighbourhood, with 
the common denominator being that those 
smaller places are led by his allies.

McElroy was given the red hat instead of 
Archbishop Jose Gomez of Los Angeles, 
among the largest and most complex arch-
dioceses in the world, one that’s been led 
by a cardinal since 1953, and which is only 
about 120 miles away. Yet while McElroy is 
seen as a staunch liberal in church politics, 
Gomez is usually perceived as more con-
servative.

One can see the same pattern with the 
choice of Bishop Peter Okpaleke of Ekwu-
lobia, Nigeria, over Archbishop Ignatius 
Kaigama of the national capital of Abuja, 
and also the selection of Bishop Oscar Can-
toni of Como in Italy over Archbishop Mario 
Delpini of Milan. Como, the much smaller 
venue, is less than 30 miles from the sprawl-
ing metropolis of Milan.

The bottom line is these picks seem to 
boost the prospects for a “continuity” vote 
in the next conclave, meaning someone cut 
from the same cloth as Francis.

New cardinals make 
conclave handicapping 
easier … and much harder
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Anything is possible
Cardinals wear protective masks as Pope Francis celebrates a New Year’s eve vespers Mass in St 
Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican, Friday, Dec 31, 2021. (Crux photo/Andrew Medichini)

Perhaps the basic reason, however, that 
this crop of cardinals makes anticipat-

ing the outcome of the next conclave more 
difficult is because so many of the picks 
are relative unknowns, in keeping with 
Francis’s broad policy of reaching out to 

the peripheries.
It’s exceedingly difficult to project how 

the new cardinal from, say, Mongolia, is 
likely to vote in the next conclave, or from 
East Timor, or the first Indian cardinal from 
the Dalit underclass.

(Some observers believe the policy of 
distributing red hats to the peripheries may 
favour the candidacy of Cardinal Matteo 
Zuppi of Bologna, seen as a strong Francis 
ally and also a product of the Community of 
Sant’Egidio, which has long had a presence 
in many of these far-flung locations. It was 
Zuppi, for instance, who helped negotiate 
the Mozambique peace accords that ended 
the country’s civil war in 1992, which gives 
him strong “street cred” in the region. That, 
however, is just one hunch among many.)

Moreover, the fact that so many of Fran-
cis’s cardinals come from far-away locales 
and are men who don’t often make the scene 
in Rome means the cardinals today are rela-
tive strangers to one another. One veteran 
Vatican cardinal recently said that in the last 
conclave, he estimated he knew personally 
about two-thirds of the participants — were 
it to happen again today, he said, he’d know 
only about a third.

The COVID-19 pandemic obviously 
complicated things too, as it made interna-
tional travel difficult for almost two years, 
meaning the opportunities for cardinals to 
interact in person were far more limited. In 

addition to discussing a recent reform of the 
Roman curia, presumably another reason 
Francis has asked all the world’s cardinals 
to gather in Rome for this consistory and 
then a couple of days of meetings is to allow 
them to begin to get to know one another.

This lack of familiarity suggests a good 
share of the electorate the next time around 
will be learning as they go, as opposed to 
arriving in Rome with preferences already 
set. That reality could augur one of two 
outcomes – either a protracted conclave 
because of the difficulties in achieving con-
sensus across such a diverse set of personal-
ities, or a quick one because many of these 
novice cardinals will simply follow the lead 
of someone they trust to know the lay of the 
land.

In other words, we just don’t know how it 
will play out … which, of course, is part of 
the adventure of it all. From the beginning, 
Pope Francis has scrambled the traditional 
calculus in the Catholic Church in all sorts 
of ways. 

Perhaps it’s only right and just, therefore, 
that his picks for the next conclave also 
seem destined to keep us guessing. — Crux

Mathematics reinforce that supposition, 
since as of August 27, when the con-

sistory takes place in Rome, Francis will 
have named 83 out of 132 total voting-age 
cardinals at that point. That’s extremely 
close to the 87 cardinals it would require to 
achieve a two-thirds vote, should all 132 of 
those electors actually take part in a con-
clave.

However, a caveat is in order: The last 
conclave was populated with John Paul II 
and Benedict XVI appointees and yet they 
elected Francis, so anything is possible.

On the “harder to handicap” side of the 
ledger, most observers also would say 

there’s no obvious new papabile, meaning 
candidate to be the next pope, in this crop of 
cardinals. Had Francis named the 63-year-
old Kaigama, for instance, cardinals seeking 
to break with the current regime might have 
looked to him as a sort of “centre-right” al-
ternative, with the additional cachet of be-
ing the first pope from sub-Saharan Africa.

To take another alternative, had Fran-
cis selected Major Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk of Ukraine’s Greek Catholic 
Church, he immediately would have figured 
in speculation about the next conclave – not 
only because he would represent a sympa-
thy vote in Ukraine’s conflict with Russia, 

but because Shevchuk is seen as a formida-
ble churchman in his own right.

(Granted, there’s an ecclesiological ar-
gument to be made that Eastern prelates 
shouldn’t become cardinals because it’s an 
office of the Latin church, but that’s never 
stopped popes from offering the red hat 
before, or, for that matter, stopped Eastern 
prelates from accepting.)

It’s also true that at least a handful of these 
new cardinals might face challenges as pa-
pal candidates on the basis of their track 
record on clerical sex abuse cases. Cantoni 
from Como, for example, was investigated 
by civil authorities in Italy in 2008 for alleg-

edly covering up an abuse charge while he 
was the vicar for clergy, and again in 2017 
he was interviewed on an Italian TV pro-
gram about his role in allegedly covering up 
abuse in a Vatican pre-seminary sponsored 
by the Como diocese.

Cardinal-designate Fernando Vérgez 
Alzaga, meanwhile, who serves as presi-
dent of the Vatican City State, is also a 
member of the Legion of Christ, and some 
might worry his standing could be compro-
mised by links to the order’s founder, the 
late Mexican Fr Marcial Maciel Degollado, 
who was found guilty of abuse by the Vati-
can in 2006.

Relative unknowns from the peripheries

A consistory for the creation of new cardinals in St Peter’s Basilica Nov 28, 2020. (Vatican Media)



HERALD June 5, 2022 fOcus 11

Synodality has been taking root in the 
Church in Latin America for some 
time, embracing “a correct interpreta-

tion” of the teachings of the Second Vatican 
Council that implies “learning anew how to 
walk together” in the face of epochal chang-
es in society.

At the same time, Pope Francis told the 
Pontifical Commission for Latin America 
(PCLA), “we have to be aware of our limita-
tion in order to be able to mature and bear 
evangelical fruit” on this synodal path.

Holy Spirit: the protagonist of synodality
In his address, the Holy Father emphasised 
the importance of remaining open in our 
thinking, in order not to delude ourselves 
that we “know everything” or have all the 
answers. Imagining we know everything, he 
said, is “very dangerous” to synodality, as it 
leaves “no room for the Holy Spirit, the true 
protagonist of the synodal path.”

“The gift is the Holy Spirit,” the Pope said, 
“who does not impose Himself by force, but 
gently summons our affection and our free-
dom” to make us able to “acquire the form of 
unity and communion that He desires in our 
relationships.”

Pope Francis said that if we are able to 
receive this gift of the Spirit, our lives will 
become “a constant service to others.”

The Holy Spirit, he said, never takes from 
us, but instead moves in us, and renews us.

“The Holy Spirit is not a force of the past. 
Rather, Pentecost is occurring in our own 
time: the ‘Great Unknown’, who has no im-
age, is always contemporary and never ceas-
es to accompany and console us!”

Communion must animate synodal path
The Pope emphasised, too, that synodality is 
not only pneumatological, based on the Spir-
it, but also Eucharistic, as it involves com-
munion with the Body of Christ, “a sign and 
instrumental cause of a relational dynamism 
that shapes the Church.”

This ecclesial communion, he said, pre-
vents synodality from becoming mere par-
liamentarianism or populism.

Synodality, Pope Francis said, “is the 

dynamic dimension, the historical dimen-
sion of ecclesial communion founded in the 
Trinitarian communion, which – simultane-
ously cherishing the sensus fidei of all God’s 
holy people, apostolic collegiality, and unity 
with the successor of Peter – must animate 
the conversion and reform of the Church at 
every level.”

The duty to promote synodality
Pope Francis went on to consider the role 
of the Pontifical Commission, which he de-
scribed as a diakonia, a ministry of service 
aimed at showing the affection and attention 
that the Pope has for Latin America.

In its current form, as indicated by the on-
going curial reform, it is aimed at “generat-
ing new dynamics and to disengage us from 
our clericalist customs” that continue to exist 
both in the Curia and in some Latin Ameri-
can communities.

The Pope likewise insisted on the duty of 

the PCLA to “promote true synodality as 
widely as possible.”

He insisted that synodality and communion 
must both be present in the process, warning 
against having one without the other.

“Communion without synodality can 
easily lend itself to a certain undesirable 
fixism and centralism. Synodality without 
communion can become ecclesiastical pop-
ulism.”

Living our ecclesial communion more 
intensely
So, Pope Francis said, we must have both 
together: Synodality must lead us “to live 
more intensely our ecclesial communion, in 
which the diversity of charisms, vocations, 
and ministries are harmoniously integrated, 
animated by the same baptism, which makes 
us all sons and daughters in the Son.”

The Holy Father concluded his address by 
telling members of the Commission to be-
ware of unilateral protagonism.”

He invited them, instead, to encourage 
processes that allow the people of God “to 
participate more and better in the com-
mon responsibility that we all have to ‘be 
Church’.” — Vatican News

‘Synodality should lead 
us to live communion 
more intensely’

Luke’s deeply moving post Resurrection 
account of the two disciples meeting Je-

sus on the Road to Emmaus is a compelling 
metaphor for synodality. Luke’s poignant 
story (Lk 24:17) offers us a concrete exam-
ple of a listening and actively hearing jour-
ney — the new People of God engaging on a 
discerning missionary journey through gen-
uine dialogue, scripture reflection, breaking 
of the bread and missionary response.

The “Emmaus three” were engaged in 
communion, participation, and mission, re-
flecting the essential elements of what Pope 
Francis is advocating through his revolu-
tionary approach to synodality. Jesus had 
just left His tomb. The women who came 
with spices to anoint His body report that He 
was no longer there (Mark 16:1). The disci-
ples were in disbelief. 
The first step in a synodal way
Just why Cleophas and his companion took 
off on a journey to walk away from Jerusa-
lem to the town of Emmaus some 11 kilo-
metres away is not explained. They were 
downhearted, because their master who had 
spent every day teaching them for the last 
three years had been taken from them. De-
spite being heralded on what Christians now 
celebrate as Palm Sunday, Jesus quickly be-
came despised by a rabble that persuaded a 

weak Pilate to hand Him over to be cruci-
fied. The crowds, including His disciples, 
watched Him being condemned, brutally 
treated, forced to carry a cross, and ulti-
mately be crucified on Calvary. No wonder 
the Emmaus couple were disconsolate, and 
walking away from a challenging situation, 
perhaps searching, recognising change was 
undeniable. It was the first step in a synodal 
way.
The next step
A stranger appeared and, without disclosing 
his identity, enquired as to what they were 
talking about. His companions were amazed 
that he appeared to be ignorant about the tu-
multuous events that had befallen Jesus in 
Jerusalem. They recounted that their teacher, 
who had promised them he would redeem 
Israel, had been put to death. They attempted 
an imperfect explanation of the Jesus mes-
sage. They talked and the stranger listened. 
In the way the stranger listened to them they 
experienced the next step of the synodality 
process. As the three continued their jour-
ney, the stranger who had listened intently 
to their blinkered description opened their 
minds using the Hebrew Scriptures to unfold 
the full story of redemption, about how the 
Messiah Jesus, through his life, death, and 
resurrection came to save the People of God.

For a synodal Church

communion l 
participation l mission

In a video message for the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical 
Commission for Latin America, Pope Francis reflects on the 
meaning of synodality and communion, insisting both are 
necessary as the Church embarks on the synodal journey.

Further understanding and wisdom
Despite hearing this story many times before, it 
resonated now in a whole new way. They were 
able to take another step in the synodal journey 
and grew in understanding and wisdom. The 
two disciples, sensing their synodal companion 
was about to move on, persuaded him to stay the 
night so as they could deepen their communion 
and participation with each other. As the stranger 
gave thanks, blessed, and broke the bread during 
the meal they recognised the Risen Lord. 

They then shared how their hearts had burned 
along the road as he opened the scriptures for 
them. It took a while, it was not immediate, 
despite the clues. They had to wait until their 
faith was nourished by the living bread to obtain 
greater insight. They had been walking in the 
presence of the Risen Lord but were blind, and 
he disappeared from their physical sight. Yet He 
remained with them.
Continuing discernment in a synodal way
They rushed back to Jerusalem to share this mes-
sage with the other disciples. Through telling of 
their encounter with the Risen Lord they deep-
ened their communion. Consequently, they went 
out to the whole world as missionary disciples 
of Christ. They reported how their Master had 
vanished before the Emmaus pilgrims and about 
how amazing this was for them. The disciples, 
now revitalised, reassured their hearers that Je-

sus had not left them. On the contrary He had 
appeared on multiple occasions, including in Je-
rusalem in an upper room with closed doors. He 
promised them that He would be with them for 
all time. We also will know His presence if we 
listen in a synodal way.
The mission of synodality
Indeed, this is the case every time we gather, 
nourish ourselves on His Word, eat and drink his 
body and blood, and go forth to spread the Good 
News to the whole world, baptising in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spir-
it -- the mission of synodality. As the Emmaus 
and other disciples journeyed with Jesus in their 
synodal way, so are we invited. In our workplac-
es, families, and parishes, let us listen deeply to 
one another with the “ear of the heart”, dialogue 
with dynamic strength, pray, discern, celebrate 
Eucharist, be unafraid to make decisions. 

Let us go forth from our church buildings and 
other communities as a pilgrim people, deepen-
ing our communion with God, ourselves, each 
other, and all creation. Let us participate fully, 
consciously and actively to spread the Good 
News and to be Good News for our world. 
Furthermore, let us commit to being on mis-
sion, for Christ’s sake. In so doing we commit 
ourselves to a synodal way of being. — By                                   
Justin Stanwix, LCI (https:// international.la-
croix.com/

The Road to Emmaus and synodality
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A.G. Saño from the Philippines 
has seen the worst of the cli-
mate crisis. He has lost loved 

ones and seen his country torn apart. 
Yet, he still works for climate justice 
and draws hope from Catholics com-
ing together around the world to bring 
Laudato Si’ to life.

In his darkest moment, A.G. Sa-
ño’s faith in God did not escape him. 
Rather, hours into Typhoon Haiyan’s 
assault on the Philippines, he leaned 
into his relationship with God and 
prayed the words he never wanted to 
say.

“God, please let my body be 
found.”

So dark were his surroundings. He 
had already heard the top of his con-
crete hotel rattle and seen roofs fly off 
of homes, exposing residents. Saño 
had witnessed glass doors shatter and 
heard scared residents shriek.

Typhoon Haiyan, likely made 
stronger by the climate crisis, was 
bearing down on Saño’s father’s 
hometown, Tacloban City, Philip-
pines. The storm produced winds 
carrying sustained speeds of 190 to 
195 mph (305 to 313 kmh) for more 
than 200 miles (321 km), and waves 
higher than 15 feet (4.6 m). In total, 
Typhoon Haiyan is estimated to have 
killed or made 15,000 people missing, 
although an exact figure may likely 
never be known.

But somehow, by the grace of God, 
a few hours later in Tacloban City, 
Saño was still breathing and still con-
scious. He was ready to continue his 
work of caring for our common home.

Finding the will to keep going
Even after experiencing Typhoon 
Haiyan which would have made other 
people walk away, feeling despond-
ent about what they had encountered, 
Saño, an artist and teacher, is dedi-
cated to achieving climate justice, and 
has been advocating for real action 
against the climate crisis for years.

Saño had tragically lost his good 
friend Agit Sustento; Sustento’s wife, 
Geo; and their three-year-old son, 
Tarin. Nonetheless, he volunteered 
to witness the desperate clean-up of 
bodies and debris in Tacloban City. 
He collected 78 dead bodies, some 
still warm to the touch. The night-
mares tortured him for weeks.

However, he kept going. In 2018, 
he and others, including his brother 
Yeb Saño, completed the Climate 
Pilgrimage, a more than 900-mile 
(1448-km) journey from Vatican City 
to COP24 in Katowice, Poland. The 
pilgrimage was inspired by Laudato 
Si’ and elicited prayers from around 
the world. In Poland, A.G. Saño' in-
spired thousands of climate activists 
with his moving story.

He works with the “Black Pencil 
Project”, a group of photographers 
that travels to affected communities 
and supports them after disasters. 
During those trips, Saño teaches art as 
a form of therapy to help youth pro-
cess the disaster.

“It’s a big part of relief efforts now. 
It has to go hand in hand with other 
relief efforts,” he said.

Saño also inspires hope through his 
murals. He often paints the outline of 
them and lets others fill in the gaps. It 
is that same process he followed for 
his memorable “climate justice” po-
lar bear mural that he painted on the    
Climate Pilgrimage.

Gifted with a second life
Saño does all of this because of the 
friends he lost, and also for the lives  
he hopes to save, as well as the people 
who could be affected by the next Ty-
phoon Haiyan.

“Being there, witnessing what’s 
happening, it’s like seeing a glimpse 
of the future of other nations, of other 
communities,” he said. “I knew I had 

a responsibility to tell the story. Hav-
ing survived, I figured I’m gifted with 
a second life, a second chance. And I 
don’t want to waste this chance.”

Hundreds of thousands of people 
like Saño, all committed to integral 
ecology and the care of our common 
home, were united for Laudato Si’ 
Week (May 22 – 29).

Each day of the celebration featured 
global, regional, and local events tied 
to one of the seven Laudato Si’ goals 
and the seven sectors of the Laudato 
Si’ Action Platform, all of which un-
derpin the concept of integral ecology. 
During Laudato Si’ week, the faithful 
seek to hear the cry of the earth and 
the cry of the poor, as Pope Francis 
writes in Laudato Si’.

The cry of the poor
Sanõ knows the cry of the poor too 
well. He hears it throughout the 7,641 
islands of his country, all of which are 
particularly vulnerable due to climate 
change.

The Philippines is particularly at 
risk of all of these changes, despite 
the poor country having little to do 
with the rising level of greenhouse 
gas emissions.

“The deterioration of the environ-
ment and of society affects the most 
vulnerable people on the planet: 
‘Both everyday experience and scien-
tific research show that the gravest ef-
fects of all attacks on the environment 
are suffered by the poorest’” (LS 48).

Saño has found real hope in Pope 
Francis’ Laudato Si’ and feels en-
couraged that the document has trans-
formed millions of Catholics around 
the world to make caring for creation 
a priority in their lives as evidenced 
by the Laudato Si’ Week that united 
hundreds of thousands of Catholics 
around the world.

“I was able to use that to talk about 
how we can solve the crisis,” Saño 
said. “We need to look beyond the 
corners, the walls of our home, look-
ing at the whole planet as something 
we need to look after . . . We need 
to care for the world as a common 
home.” — Vatican News

Typhoon Haiyan 
survivor brings 
Laudato Si’ to life

Part of the future of our Church may be out there, out-
side the traditional boundaries and definitions of who the 

Church is. For certain, they do not come regularly for Sun-
day Mass, if they do come at all. Their numbers are large and 
growing. For some of them, Church in its present form, has 
lost its relevance in their lives. They are now scattered into 
every facet of society, found in all lifestyles, values, and lib-
eral opinions. Today, our mission to reach out to these Catho-
lics who are away from the church is urgent and critical. 
  Pentecost renews our definitions and boundaries. The Holy 
Spirit always renews our views of mission and our ways of be-
ing Church. Our mission has never altered. Evangelisation has 
always been about making known the one constant — the love 
of God, present with humanity. What changed is the stage on 
which we mission. Evolving worldly ways and values chal-
lenges the Church into the new evangelisation of finding meth-
ods, expressions, and ardour to speak the language of today. 
  This mission to reach Catholics outside must speak a language 
they understand. In an over-informed age, for some, doctrines 
and teachings are no longer catalytic for re-conversion. Intellec-
tual arguments are easier settled when we have a living experi-
ence of this love. When the disciples emerged from the Upper 
Room, they spoke in different languages, each listener heard 
them in their native language. Today, a life event is a personal 
language ... unique (native) only to ourselves ... your life story 
with all the events that happened to you, may speak to many but 
it is most personal to you (most native), in how God reveals him-
self. The message is clear: God is active in each of our lives. 

Landings, the ministry welcoming returning Catholics, uses 
the language of personal life stories to good effect. Everyone has 
a life story and the events that happened in our lives are more 
linked than we imagined. Often, the hidden presence of God in 
our chapters leads to what we nonchalantly regard as ‘blessings 
in disguise’. Precisely. The Landings process removes this ‘dis-
guise’ for us to see the intervening presence of God in episodes 
we thought He was never there. Encountering God this way ignites 
faith.  

Relevance can only be found in our personal lives. Many peo-
ple can be quite disconnected in their faith life. Relevance will 
reconnect us. Relevance is when we see God’s hand guiding us 
through the harsher episodes of our past; we look back to realise 
how we got to the present. It is only when we see God in our 
realities, that we can claim ownership of our faith. It no longer 
is faith from our parents. Faith no longer remains a teaching or a 
doctrine or a Sunday ritual. Faith evolves to become a dynamic, 
powerful living experience. 

In our experience with Landings, we can testify to this power. 
Returning Catholics encounter God in this very personal way. 
They may have abandoned God but realised, through reflecting 
on their life stories, that God never abandoned them. God’s love 
has accompanied them through the passage of their personal his-
tory, leading, affirming, encouraging, empowering, and healing 
through the course of time. It is no longer a theory but an expe-
rience of love. Life stories becomes faith stories. Conviction is 
power coming from the native tongue of our life story. Each of us 
has this potential in our inner selves: A faith life ready to move 
onto a new stage, ready to be set on fire. 

‘Returning’ is not just about Catholics who have left the 
Church. It is for everyone, including those who sit regularly on 
the pews on Sundays. ‘Returning’ is about being drawn infinitely 
closer to God. In this sense, we are always ‘returning’. Coming 
closer ignites us, fires our faith life, whichever stage it is at, in 
whichever facet we find ourselves in society. We are the Body 
of Christ with many parts scattered into our world, perhaps for a 
purpose yet to be revealed. 

Pentecost renews our sense of purpose and the way of being 
Church to one another. Our mission includes re-evangelising our 
own, baptised Catholics struggling to connect. This could pos-
sibly be ourselves. We have a new way of doing this, as laity, 
by participating in a synodal Church, journeying together, and 
listening intently to each other’s stories. Everyone has a story. 
Allow the Holy Spirit to set it afire.

Returning through 
our stories

Agit Sustento (far left), during the Climate Pilgrimage. (Vatican News photo)

Tony See is Coordinator for 
Landings in South-East Asia. 
Tony is based in Bangkok. 
Parishes and individuals 
interested in this mission for 
returning Catholics may contact 
him at landingsthailand@
yahoo.com

ruminatiOns

A woman surveys the damage after Typhoon Haiyan. (Vatican News Photo/A.G. Saño)
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Practical versus theoretical 
~ Part 3 ~

Adolescence is a time for growth 
spurts, puberty changes and peer 
groups taking over your child’s 

life. For parents and carers, it is a time to 
face children who exert more independ-
ence by testing limits and boundaries 
such as: failing to compete homework or 
chores; exceeding curfew; or even dress-
ing and acting in a way that meets your 
disapproval. Welcome to Identity verses 
Role Confusion, a time when Who am 
I? What do I want in life? What and who 
do I believe in? How should I dress to-
day? Who should I hang out with? All of 
the above and more are questions that run 
through the minds of 12 to 18 year olds 
who are transitioning into adulthood. This 
fifth stage of Erikson’s psychosocial de-
velopment in children ages 12 to 18 is the 
turning point of the child where he/she is 
trying to understand and invent who he/she 
really is according to Erikson. 

The identity formation develops as the 
child enforces greater independence, tests 
limits, and makes choices about their life 
in general. However, role confusion occurs 
when the child is not able to manage ac-
complishments such as self worth, sense 
of individuality and formation of identity. 
How are you affected as a parent and care 
giver and how can you help a child in this 
developmental stage? This being the most 
important stage of your child/children’s 
stage of formation, a deeper understand-
ing is necessary for parents and carers in 
assisting their children in their emotional 
and social development stage. 

Therefore, “Be careful that you don’t 

look down on one of these little ones. I 
say to you that their angels in heaven are 
always looking into the face of my father 
who is in heaven” (Mathew 18:10). 

Parenting is no small feat. As a parent 
and care giver you may lack control and 
engage in a personal struggle with your 
child in this stage of your child’s devel-
opment when the why? why? why? why? 
becomes frustrating and as a worn out par-
ent whose authority is questioned, it then 
becomes “I told you so, that’s why”. How-
ever for your child it is either an “identity” 
or “role confusion”. 

It is natural for you as a parent to feel 
as though your child is pulling away from 
you. However, show an interest in their 
friendships, hobbies and even their opin-
ions. This will help you stay connected 
throughout their transition into adoles-
cence and beyond. Therefore, “don’t 
provoke your child in a way that ends up 
discouraging them. Since they are impres-
sionable be their hope and love” (Colos-
sians  3:21) just as the Lord is yours. 

Since the developmental milestone of 
adolescence can vary somewhat from per-
son to person, remember to always keep 
the communication open between you and 
your teen, when concerned about behav-
iour or development. This includes staying 
closely aligned with your child’s emotion-

al state of mind. Do not shy away from dis-
cussing issues with a mental health provid-
er or paediatrician when it concerns your 
child’s wellbeing. Pro actively look for ar-
eas where your child may need help sharp-
ening their skills. However, if your support 
is not having an impact consider seeking 
professional help. How can you therefore, 
help strengthen your child’s emotional and 
social abilities as a parent or care giver?

Joel 2:28 states that there is a sliver of 
God’s spirit in every child and it will grow 
as they do, becoming stronger in faith, 
hope and love. Therefore, encourage your 
child to accept the challenges and take 
them on with hope and faith. Constantly 
talk to your teenager about not losing sight 
of one’s self in group relations. Commu-
nication is key, therefore don’t just offer 
advice but use open -ended questions and 
listen more than anything else. 

Teens find it hard to relate to parents all 
the time, therefore encourage your teen to 
open up to a trusted adult about problems 
or concerns when in need. Most of all, 
provide consistent loving discipline with 
limits, restrictions and rewards, and find 
ways to spend time together while bear-
ing in mind that you are the parent and not 
the “pal”, so choose your battles with them 
carefully.

According to Eric Geiger (2008), many 
Christians sadly are stuck in this important 
adolescent faith, which is Identity versus 
Role Confusion, and if a teenager does not 
walk away from this stage of his/her devel-
opment with a clear sense of who she/he is 
then their healthy personality is affected. 

Therefore, how can Erikson’s develop-
mental stages represent the social and de-

velopmental interactions that are observ-
able throughout the Bible and society at 
large? Since there is a sliver of God’s spirit 
in every child, family in gathered commu-
nity can be faith models for their teens. 
Mature believers who have grounded their 
identity in Christ can walk alongside teen-
agers who are searching for a place of ac-
ceptance and point them toward the right 
defining source of their identity, which is 
the unchanging Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Furthermore, placing groups of adoles-
cents together, who are struggling to navi-
gate their identity will lead to pettiness and 
role confusion. Assuming, the Church un-
derstands this intolerance as identity con-
fusion, the Church can eagerly shepherd 
these young people away from prejudices 
and pettiness. Moreover, spiritual forma-
tion is closely linked to physical and psy-
chosocial development and it sets the stage 
for a relationship with God. 

Each stage of a child’s life is interde-
pendent as the others for crisis mastery. 
Therefore, parents, caregivers and pastors, 
seek to meet developmental crisis in chil-
dren all in “one piece” because the experi-
ences and responses of childhood are the 
foundation of “personality and faith”. The 
final stages of Intimacy versus Isolation, 
Generativity versus Stagnation and In-
tegrity versus Despair will be addressed 
in the next article. Cheers and have a God 
filled life. 

l Christine Fernandez is a social worker, 
counsellor, chaplain, parent and grand-
parent. She would love to hear your 
parenting stories. Do drop her a line at:                                                 
chris55sebi65@yahoo.com.au

Purposeful 
Parenting

Christine Fernandez

Beginning this month, we will have a monthly comic strip on “The Simple Life”. 
Created by Dr Steven Selvaraju, this is a comic strip that wishes to tell simple stories of life and faith.

 Dr.steven/simplelife
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During one of the many nonviolent, 
prayerful pro-life/anti-abortion demon-

strations I participated in, a woman stopped 
her car, got out, pointed to the large grue-
some poster I was holding, and emotionally 
asked. “What is that?” I told her it was an ac-
tual photo of a dismembered aborted unborn 
baby. With surprise and horror, she said, “Is 
that what abortion is?” 

That woman’s shocked response, pointed 
not only to her lack of understanding about 
the truth of what abortion really is — the bar-
baric dismembering and killing of little hu-
man babies who are forbidden from seeing 
the light of day — but also pointed to the fact 
that millions of abortion supporters, also, do 
not really understand the brutal hidden truth 
of abortion (see: https://bit.ly/3wMhx5t). 
They choose to ignore the truth, and instead, 
believe in catchy slogans. 

The recent “Bans off our Bodies” events 
in numerous US cities — protesting the US 
Supreme Court’s upcoming probable over-
turning of the infamous 49-year-old court 
decision that legalised abortion throughout 
all nine months of pregnancy — reveals a 
critical lack of the understanding of scientific 
knowledge which teaches that human life be-
gins at conception. 

An unborn baby is not a part of a woman’s 

body. But is a new human life, totally sepa-
rate from the mother’s body. And while the 
baby in-utero needs the support of the moth-
er’s body as he or she develops, nonetheless, 
the baby and the mother are positively two 
separate human beings. Thus the “Bans off 
our Bodies” slogan is a deadly form of dis-
information. 

Every single abortion kills a baby. Period. 
That is not an opinion, a questionable state-
ment, or a lie. It’s the truth. A truth backed 
with solid, indisputable scientific evidence 
(see: https://bit.ly/3z6CqKl). 

There are several abortion methods, each 
one designed for the same purpose: to kill an 

innocent unborn human baby. The American 
Life League provides comprehensive texts 
on abortion methods, along with three short 
important videos narrated by Dr Anthony 
Levatino, an obstetrician-gynecologist and 
former abortionist (see: https://www.all.org/
abortion/abortion-methods). 

Tragically, according to the World Health 
Organisation, approximately 73 million 
abortions are performed every year. And ap-
proximately 800,000 are performed in the 
US. Just think of all the carnage. 

Years ago, I attended a pro-life conference 
hosted by Americans United for Life (see: 
https://aul.org/) where the late highly distin-

guished French pediatrician and geneticist 
Dr Jerome Lejeune – who discovered the 
extra chromosome that causes Down Syn-
drome – was the keynote speaker. After his 
presentation, I asked him a most important 
question. I said, Dr. Lejeune, when does 
human life begin? And with his beautiful 
French accent he said, “At conception, of 
course.” And I followed up by asking him if 
any of his colleagues disagreed with him. He 
replied, “No, we all know when life begins. 
But we don’t agree as to when life deserves 
protection.” 

For Lejeune, a devout Catholic who has 
been declared “Venerable” by Pope Francis, 
it was logically and morally crystal clear that 
human life deserves protection at the begin-
ning. That is, at conception!

Is there ever a morally acceptable reason 
to kill a new-born baby — for any reason im-
aginable? Of course not. And likewise, there 
is never a morally acceptable reason to kill 
an unborn baby. Civilised societies do not 
kill babies!

Every single baby — born and unborn 
— is a wonderful, unique, unrepeatable gift 
from the Creator. All we need do is open our 
eyes, minds, and hearts. 

Check out the compelling story and photo 
of tiny Samuel Alexander Armas reaching 
outside his mother’s womb to hold onto the 
finger of his surgeon (see: https://www.just-
thefacts.org/samuel-armas/), and … believe!

l Tony Magliano is an internationally 
syndicated Catholic social justice and peace 
columnist. He can be reached at tmag6@
comcast.net. 

Abortion’s brutal hidden truth
Making a 
Difference
Tony Magliano

Farewells can be hard. When we love 
someone who is going away, there’s 
always a sadness, and a particularly 

heart-wrenching one when that loved one is 
going away in death.

Yet, we know from experience that at the 
end of the day farewells are not so much a 
death as a transition. One way of being pre-
sent to each other is ending and giving way 
to another that is just beginning and will bet-
ter serve love in the long run.

This may sound abstract. It’s not. We ex-
perience it daily in our lives. For example: 
consider a young woman graduating from 
high school and moving away from the fam-
ily home to live on her own. For her parents, 
this can be painful. Your little girl is no long-
er your little girl – and her goodbye to you as 
you drive away from helping her move into 
her new place will imprint in you that she is 
no longer little and she is no longer yours. \

Something fundamental has changed, and 
it can be hard to let go of how she had once 
been present to you. But, she isn’t dead. Far 
from it, rather her life is now opening up to a 
new richness; she is taking a major and nec-
essary new step in her growth, even as that 
step includes a major change in how she will 
now be present to you.

How will she be present to you now that 
she has left your house and is living on her 
own? Paradoxically, she may be more pre-
sent to you now than she ever was before, 
though in a different way. Now, as an adult, 
she has things to give you that the little girl 
who lived in your house could not give you. 
Granted, young children can trigger a very 
special love in their parents, but an adult 

daughter or son can trigger something else, 
that’s also very rich. That’s why every girl 
or boy eventually needs to speak to her or 
his parents the words Jesus spoke to his dis-
ciples on the night before he died, it is better 
for you that I go away.  If I don’t go away, 
you will always have a child in your house, 
but if I go away, I will come back to you as 
an adult and bring you a new richness.

The cold separation of a farewell can 
eventually give way to a warm, deeper com-
ing together, one that no longer depends on 
physical proximity. An honest goodbye is a 
transition, not an ending.

This holds true in an even more poignant 
way vis-a-vis the farewell that takes place 
with death. We don’t lose our loved ones 
in death; we experience a transition in their 
presence. At a funeral, we are experienc-
ing the same transition of presence and 
relationship that parents experience when 
a son or daughter grows up and moves 
out.  At a funeral, of course, the emotional 
stakes are much higher, but the dynamic 
is ultimately the same. A fundamental shift 
is taking place in the relationship. In the 
case of death, it generally takes some time, 
years perhaps, before we recognise that 
this was a transition not a death. Allow me 

a personal example.
When I was 23 years old, in the space of 

three months, both my father and mother 
died. They were still young (62 and 58 re-
spectively). Our family was also still young, 
too young (by our own assessment) to be 
asked to absorb this. Hence, initially their 
deaths were felt as a cold, bitter severing, 
death rather than transition. However, time 
heals, and not just because irrespective of the 
depth of the pain eventually we move on. In 
our case, time also healed because eventu-
ally we began to sense our parents’ presence 
again, in a richer and deeper way than we 
had known before their deaths. They went 
away, but they came back, richer, warmer, 
and deeper.

In his farewell discourse at the Last Sup-
per, Jesus tells his disciples not to fear or 
grieve too much his departure. He keeps re-
peating the words, it is better for you that I 
go away. If I do not go away, I cannot send 
you my spirit. He is like that young daughter 
who is leaving home to start her own life and 

is saying a painful goodbye to her parents, 
but a goodbye that is predicated on the fact 
that she will now be able to be present to 
them in a different and very rich way. Her 
farewell is not a death, but a transition.

Farewells and goodbyes, including those 
at funerals, are not unnatural relational rup-
tures that go against God’s plan and against 
how relationships are supposed to culmi-
nate. That can be the case, of course, when a 
farewell or goodbye is occasioned by anger, 
hatred, abuse, or violence. However, when 
the goodbye is the natural outgrowth of the 
cycle of life itself, the death experienced is 
really only part of the rich, ineffable, para-
doxical mystery of love itself.

l Oblate Fr Ron Rolheiser, theologian, 
teacher, and award-winning author, is Presi-
dent of the Oblate School of Theology in San 
Antonio, TX. He writes a weekly column that 
is carried in over 90 newspapers around 
the world. He can be contacted through his 
website www.ronrolheiser.com.

What’s in a farewell?
Fr Ron 

Rolheiser

sOcial Justice

Thousands of pro-life advocates gathered outside the US Supreme Court in Washington, D.C., 
on Dec 1, 2021, in conjunction with oral arguments in the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organisation abortion case. (CNA photo/Katie Yoder)

https://bit.ly/3wMhx5t
https://bit.ly/3z6CqKl
https://www.all.org/abortion/abortion-methods
https://www.all.org/abortion/abortion-methods
https://aul.org/
https://www.justthefacts.org/samuel-armas/
https://www.justthefacts.org/samuel-armas/


Dear Boys and Girls,

Today is the second biggest feast in the 
Church year! Pentecost is when the Holy 
Spirit came to the disciples and the 
Church was formed. The Apostles went 
out and began to preach the Gospel and 
baptised thousands of people, receiving 
them into the new Church. 

The Holy Spirit is God. He is the 
third person in the Holy Trinity, after 
the Father and the Son. Before Jesus 
came to earth, the Holy Spirit inspired 
the men who wrote the Old Testament, 
which is part of the Bible. It was the 
Holy Spirit who brought baby Jesus into 
the world through Mary. Jesus told His 
followers He would send the Holy Spirit 
to them after He went up to Heaven. 

We all need the Holy Spirit. We can't 
do anything by ourselves. The Holy 
Spirit gives us the strength we need to 
do good. Did you know that we wouldn’t 
even pray if the Holy Spirit didn’t inspire 
us to? 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen

Aunty Gwen
gwen@herald.com.my
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In what form did the Holy Spirit come to the Apostles on Pentecost? 
Use this colour code to colour in the picture and find out!
o red  • orange   blue  x yellow

8
When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one 

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ (LCPAE) together. And ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

(ENYLUSDD) there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving 

___ ___ ___ ___ (DWNI) and it filled the entire ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ (USHOE) 

and in which they were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of 

___ ___ ___ ___ (ERFI) which parted and came to rest on each of them. 

And they were all ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ (ILFLDE) with the Holy Spirit and 

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ (GNEAB) to speak in different tongues, as the 

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ (IPSTRI) enabled them to proclaim.

Pentecost is the ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ of the Church!

7

6 5

3

2

1

4

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Unscramble the words to finish the story and use the 
letters in boxes to fill in the blanks at the end.



PLENTONG: The young 
adults group from Melaka 
organised the Emmaus Ex-

perience programme held in Ma-
jodi Centre. Fr Martinian Lee was 
their spiritual director, together 
with a team of facilitators and 
outreach team closely associated 
with the legacy of the late Fr Igna-
tius Huan’s original version of the 
programme. There were 30 par-
ticipants at the programme. 

The Emmaus Experience (EE) pro-
gramme was first introduced by the late Fr 
Ignatius more than 30 years ago in the dio-

cese. The EE Programme originated from 
the well-renowned Youth Encounter (YE) 
Programme, which had been adapted by 
Fr Ignatius to cater to the needs of single 
young adults. 

This programme was initially scheduled 
to be held in 2020, and due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, was delayed until 2022. 
It is only through God’s grace and perfect 
timing that the organising team persevered 
and followed through with the participants 
throughout this two-year period.  

The four-day-three-night live-in pro-
gramme was to bring together a small 
group of young adult leaders to experience 
the Christian life complete with Scriptures, 
to share and learn about the meaning in life 
and to see reality with the Christian vision 
as a community. The main theme of the 

“Emmaus Experience” explores the journey 
of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus 
together with Jesus whom they could not 
recognise at first. 

The EE Programme was packed with ses-
sions of learning and small group sharing, 
scripture reflection, activities that centred 
on community, fun games, music, prayer, 
and a lot of affirmation and love. The young 
adults present learnt about God, themselves, 
the people around them, and their life situ-
ations.

The Emmaus Experience is a renewal and 
formation programme. It does not have any 
exclusive follow-up programme, nor does it 
establish any structures after the weekend. 
Instead, participants are invited to return to 
their groups and parishes, where they can 
continue their growth.  

JUNE 5, 2022

KUNAK, Sabah: Ninety-five youth 
from the outstation chapels of St 
Angeline, St Peter, St Joseph and 
the Divine Mercy participated in 
a Youth Mass recently.

The Mass was celebrated by 
Fr Marcelinus Pongking. In his 
homily, Fr Marcelinus praised 
them on the success of gath-
ering the youth from the four 
chapels under St Peter’s Church, 
Kunak. He hoped that this will 
enliven their spirit to serve the 
community and Jesus Christ. He 
also hoped they will grow in spir-
ituality and  physically because 
the youths are the forefront of 
the church.

After Mass, several activi-
ties were held, Praise and Wor-
ship, Time of Life, Ice Breakers, 
group sharing and games. — By             
Nancy Ola

Youth Mass at St. Peter, Kunak

Sharings from the participants
“Two key takeaways would be the 
importance of going back to basics as well 
as being part of a community… and always 
to rely on Jesus and not myself” — Daryl 
Tan

“You must experience it yourself! … it 
brings us back to what we should focus 
on; experiencing the Bible in a new way, 
the importance of prayer life, caring for 
each other, laughing with one another and 
praying together” — Matteguil

“...it gave me clarity on what needed to be 
done in my life.” — Dominic

“... something within me re-awakened and 
like a self-breakthrough… my being there 
is not a coincidence, it’s godsend” — 
Clement 

“I got to recharge my spiritual battery and 
make awesome new friends” — Veronica

“I came with bleeding wounds and unhealed 
trauma but I returned with joy, laughter and 
most importantly peace.” — Jacqueline

“I learned that I should be on a journey 
to be closer to God, the proper way!" — 
Sharon

The Emmaus Experience 
Programme
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SEREMBAN: The Canossian Daughters 
of Charity, Servants of the Poor is an inter-
national missionary congregation of women 
founded by St Magdalene of Canossa (1774 
to 1835). 

The local chapter of the Canossian Sisters 
organised a vocation drive at the Church of 
the Visitation on May 22. Parish priest, Fr 
Xavier Andrew, introduced Sr Retta Savari-
annan, FdCC, Sr Jennifer Palanisamy, FdCC, 
and Novice Evelyn Elyas during the Tamil 
and English Masses, after which the sessions 
were presented in the respective languages.

About 30 youths and single adults attended 

the sessions, which began with an ice-break-
ing exercise. Sr Retta said, “A vocation is not 
a career or a profession but rather a calling 
from God to a particular way of life. Nothing 
in this world can give you the joy and peace 
that only God can offer in our lives.”

While sharing the charisms and life of be-
ing a Canossian Sister, she added, “In this 
era, we may find it difficult for young peo-
ple to answer the call of God because of the 
many attractions of this world. [But] Do not 
be afraid to answer God’s call because He as-
sures us He will be with us until the end of 
time!” — By Sabrina Smith

ROME: A 29-year-old woman from Spain is 
walking 4,000 miles (6437 km) across Europe 
on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

Carlota Valenzuela began her journey in 
January at Cape Finisterre in northern Spain, 
a point which the ancient Romans considered 
“the end of the world.”

Her goal is to reach the Holy Land by Christ-
mas after trekking on foot across 12 countries 
with only a backpack and her deep faith in God.

“It was something that I felt in a very clear 
and a very obvious way that God was calling 
me to do a walking pilgrimage to Jerusalem,” 
Valenzuela told EWTN News Nightly from 
Rome on May 25.

“Before this day, there was a period of around 
six months where I kept feeling that God was 
calling me for something bigger,” she added.

Currently in Rome, Valenzuela is at about 
the halfway point of her pilgrimage. During her 
trip, she made stops at many historic Catholic 
churches and shrines, including the Sanctuary 
of Our Lady of Lourdes and the Monastery of 
St Joseph in Cotignac in France.

For Valenzuela, the highlight of her pilgrim-
age so far has been “the encounters along the 
way.”

“My way of doing this pilgrimage is literally 
knocking on people’s doors to ask them to host 
me, so the fact that I am in a position of need is 
helping me see the best of humanity. I’m hav-
ing a daily lesson of generosity,” she said.

Valenzuela added that she loves talking with 
people she meets about the faith and praying 
together.

She has also been filming and sharing as-
pects of her journey with a growing audience 
on social media via her Instagram account, @

finisterreajerusalen, which already has more 
than 15,300 followers.

Her posts often show the natural beauty of 
the paths where she is walking with a voiceo-
ver of her reciting a prayer or reading a poem.

Valenzuela describes her pilgrimage so far as 
“a process of abandonment,” surrendering to 
God everything that is outside of her      control.

“I feel He is in charge, that this is not up to 
me, it’s up to Him. I’ve never felt that kind of 
loneliness, although I’ve never been alone for 
so long in my life,” she told ACI Prensa, CNA’s 
Spanish-language news partner.

“My prayer has been changing a lot and I am 
learning little by little to contemplate, to see 
the landscapes and contemplate the work of 
God in the things I see, in the song of the birds, 
in how the leaves move with the wind, in the 
landscapes,” she said.

Valenzuela said that her parents were quite 
worried when she first told them of her plans to 
walk across a continent alone.

She left behind her job, friends, and family to 
make the pilgrimage. But even at the halfway 
point in her journey, she already feels like she 
is not the same person who set out from Spain 
in January.

She said: “I would invite people to have the 
courage to search a little inside, to ask them-
selves: what has God put inside of me?”

“And on that path of discovery, when they 
begin to glimpse which way to go, then they 
should set out on the road. For you only have 
one life, even if that sounds very cliché. You 
only have one life and there is only one oppor-
tunity to reach its fullness.”

In an Instagram post dated June 2, she shared 
a photo of her meeting with the Pope, while 

wearing a red clown’s nose with 
the caption, “Father, I would like 
you to bless this clown nose so 
that I can bring the joy of God to 
the whole world.” And laugh, as I 
have laughed with Pope, everyday 
of my life. Knowing that nothing 
in the world can take away the joy 
of being loved infinitely. 

Her next stops include Slove-
nia, Croatia, Montenegro, and 
Greece.

Once she arrives in Jerusalem, 
she hopes to tell God “what I 
have been telling him since I 
started: that I am here, so that he 
may do his will in me.” — By 
Courtney Mares, CNA

Canossian Sisters at Visitation

Carlota Valenzuela, currently in Rome, is heading for Jerusalem. (CNA photo/Daniel Ibáñez)

Sr Retta Savariannan, FdCC, sharing about the charisms and life of being a Canossian nun.

MALACCA JOHORE: The Malacca Jo-
hore Diocese Young People Network 
(MJDYPN) is inviting all its young people  
to reflect and pray through a series of 
brochures based on Christus Vivit.

These reflection materials are avail-
able in four languages for the different 
age groups; youth (13-17), campus stu-
dents (18-24) and young adults (18-39). 
You can download from here: 
https://mjdiocese.my/wps/malacca-johore-
diocese/mjd50/ or 
scan the QR code and download 
the brochure.

Trekking across Europe 
to the Holy Land

I would invite people to have the courage to search a little inside, 
to ask themselves: what has God put inside of me?”

And on that path of discovery, when they begin to glimpse which way to go, then 
they should set out on the road. For you only have one life, even if that sounds very 
cliché. You only have one life and there is only one opportunity to reach its fullness.”

MJD50 REFLECTION FOR JUNE – CHRIST GIVES YOU LIFE!

https://mjdiocese.my/wps/malacca-johore-diocese/mjd50/
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VATICAN: Pope Francis attended the fu-
neral Mass of the former Vatican Secretary 
of State, Cardinal Angelo Sodano.
Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, the dean of 
the College of Cardinals, presided at the 
ceremony in St. Peter’s Basilica on May 31.

Photographs showed the 85-year-old 
Pope seated in a wheelchair as the Mass 
was celebrated at the Altar of the Chair.

The Pope led the rites of final commen-
dation, reported Vatican News, the Holy 
See’s online news portal.

Sodano, an influential Vatican diplomat 
who served as dean of the College of Car-
dinals until 2019, died on May 27 at the age 
of 94.

He had contracted pneumonia after being 
infected with COVID-19 and was hospi-
talised from May 9 at Rome’s Columbus 
Hospital.

In his homily, Cardinal Re recalled Soda-
no’s decades of service to the Church.

“In his long years of service to the Holy 
See, Cardinal Sodano firmly believed in 
Christ and followed Him faithfully, serving 
Him with love and dedication to the Church 
and His Vicar,” Re said.

He praised the cardinal’s “gifts of intel-
lect and heart, his sensitivity to the pastoral 
aims of the Church’s action in the world, 
his wisdom in assessing events, and situa-
tions and his readiness to help, seeking ap-
propriate solutions in every case.”

He was ordained a priest in 1950 and 
spent almost 10 years teaching dogmatic 
theology in the diocesan seminary before 
being called to serve in the Vatican’s dip-
lomatic corps.

Sodano was nuncio to Chile from 1977 
to 1988. He also worked in the nunciatures 
in Ecuador and Uruguay.

In 1988, Pope John Paul II summoned 
him to the Vatican to serve as Secretary 
of the Council for Public Affairs of the 
Church. After the Vatican constitution Pas-
tor bonus came into force, Sodano was 
named Secretary for the Relationship with 
States.

He became Pro-Secretary of State in 
1990. A year later, he was named Secretary 
of State and a cardinal.

Sodano retired as Secretary of State in 
2006, after leading the powerful curial of-
fice under both Pope John Paul II and Pope 
Benedict XVI.

At the funeral, Cardinal Re said: “In the 
nearly 16 years that he was the Pope’s first 

collaborator, he worked with competence 
and dedication on behalf of peace.”

Following John Paul II’s death in 2005, 
Sodano was elected dean of the College 
of Cardinals. In that role, he preached at 
the Mass in 2013 before the conclave that 
elected Pope Francis.

Addressing his fellow cardinals, he said: 
“My brothers, let us pray that the Lord will 
grant us a pontiff who will embrace this 
noble mission [of charity] with a generous 
heart.”

The cardinal’s final years were over-
shadowed by allegations that he covered 
up sexual abuse by Legionaries of Christ 
founder Marcial Maciel, former US Car-

dinal Theodore McCarrick, and others. 
Sodano’s name was mentioned 30 times in 
the McCarrick Report, published in 2020.

Juan Carlos Cruz, a clerical sex abuse 
survivor from Chile and a member of the 
Vatican’s Pontifical Commission for the 
Protection of Minors, wrote on Twitter on 
May 28 that Sodano “did so much harm to 
so many people and covered up years of 
abuse in Chile and the world.”

Pope Francis accepted Sodano’s resigna-
tion as dean of the College of Cardinals in 
2019, while establishing a five-year term 
limit for cardinal deans, who previously 
held the position for life.

The Pope paid tribute to Sodano in a tel-
egram on May 28.

“I recall his diligent work alongside so 
many of my predecessors, who entrusted 
him with important responsibilities in Vati-
can diplomacy, up to the delicate office of 
Secretary of State,” he said.

“In the Roman Curia, he carried out his 
mission with exemplary dedication. I, too, 
was able to benefit from his gifts of mind 
and heart, especially during the time when 
he exercised the office of Dean of the Col-
lege of Cardinals.”

“In every assignment, he showed himself 
to be an ecclesially disciplined man, an ami-
able pastor, animated by a desire to spread 
the leaven of the Gospel everywhere.”

“I raise to God the Merciful Father 
prayers of suffrage for the late cardinal, 
that he may receive him into eternal joy.” 
— CNA

Pope Francis attends 
funeral of Cardinal Sodano

1st Year Anniversary
In Loving Memory of our Father

In life we Love you Dearly
In Death we Love you Still

In our Hearts we Hold a Place
That only you can Fill.

We Love and Miss you so much Appa
Dearly missed by Wife Arockiamary,
Children J. Andria & J. Anthony Raja,

Brother, Sisters, Family & Friends.

A. Joseph a/l 
Anthonysamy

From the Lord: 
19/05/1964 

To the Lord : 
02/06/2021

SHALOM 
CARELINE

Monday to Sunday
10:00am to 1.00pm

7:00pm to 11:00pm

Need emotional support?

Call us: 
03-2723 7272

          

          

Always on our Minds,
Forever in Our Hearts,
Love You & Miss You.

In Memoriam
Celine Arokiasamy

1944 - 2013

Forever missed, forever 
loved by family members.

Eternal rest grant unto 
him and let perpetual light 
shine upon him. May his 
soul rest in peace. Amen.

6th Anniversary
In Loving Memory of

SUGUMARAN 
KUNJAN

6th June 2016

Pope Francis attends the funeral Mass of Cardinal Angelo Sodano in St Peter’s Basilica, 
May 31, 2022. (Vatican Media)

Angelo Cardinal Sodano 
1927-2022 - Requiescat in pace

SAN ANTONIO: Those finding themselves 
between hurt and hope in difficult times 
need help.

This has been the case in Uvalde, Texas, 
since a mass shooting May 24 at Robb El-
ementary School took the lives of 19 chil-
dren and two teachers.

Another 17 were injured, and according 
to news reports, six remained hospitalised 
as of May 30, including one in serious con-
dition.

Catholic priests, deacons, church staff, 
parishioners, and staff of schools and or-
ganisations continue to provide counsel-
ling, financial aid and additional services 
to the families who lost loved ones and to 
others in the devastated community.

“God is good in the midst of the dark-
ness,” said Fr Matthew De Leon, who has 
been helping the Uvalde community. His 

own parishioners have been preparing food 
for the volunteers in Uvalde.

He said that he had gone to the Uvalde 
hospital on May 24 after learning about the 
shooting. He had met with the injured being 
treated there and their families.

“Every hour during this situation, min-
istry changes,” he said. “Every day, there 
is more clarity and direction about what is 
needed.”

He said that he and others were now plan-
ning funeral services for those who had lost 
their lives in the shooting.

Fr De Leon has been inspired by the peo-
ple of Uvalde. “They have the gift of faith,” 
he said.

Counselling and other services for those 
in Uvalde have been available at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church there, as well as 
SSGT Willie de Leon Civic Centre and the 

Fairplex, a meeting facility, the priest said.
Uvalde and surrounding towns are part of 

the Archdiocese of San Antonio, which has 
been assisting family members directly af-
fected by the violent act.

San Antonio Archbishop Gustavo García-
Siller has been celebrating Mass at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Uvalde daily. He 
also has been meeting with people to con-
sole them.

When he was asked in a May 27 phone 
interview how church members were man-
aging to help those in Uvalde, he said, “We 
are doing well.”

“There is so much generosity in people’s 
hearts,” he said.

When complimented on the Church’s 
ability to do so much for others, he humbly 
said, “It’s the Holy Spirit.”

Ministry to those experiencing loss in-

volves “a lot of learning,” he said. “We go 
at a slow pace in accompanying the griev-
ing. We walk at the pace of the people.”

Archbishop García-Siller said those who 
had survived the shooting situation also had 
been affected by it.

“All of us are invited to learn and grow” 
from such experiences, he said. “People can 
discover a new relationship with God.”

He described having talked earlier that 
day with some children at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Parish in Del Rio, Texas, and said 
he had been moved by their compassion. 
They had told him that they were pray-
ing for the souls of those who had died in 
Uvalde and their parents and for the school 
shooter’s family.

 “One reason for the Catholic Church’s 
recent call for participation in the synod 
was to listen to people,” he said. — CNS

Texas tragedy — Outpouring of help shows ‘God is good’
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Today, with the help of the Word of God, 
we open a passage through the fragility 
of old age, marked in a special way by 

the experiences of confusion and despondency, 
of loss and abandonment, of disillusionment 
and doubt. 

Of course, the experiences of our frailty in 
the face of life’s dramatic — sometimes trag-
ic — situations, can occur at any stage of life. 
However, in old age they can produce less of 
an impression and induce in others a kind of 
habituation, even annoyance. How many times 
have we heard or thought: ‘Old people are a 
nuisance” — ‘But, these old people are always 
a nuisance’; we’ve said it, we’ve thought it… 
The more serious wounds of childhood and 
youth rightly provoke a sense of injustice and 
rebellion, a strength to react and fight. 

On the other hand, the wounds, even serious 
ones, of old age are inevitably accompanied by 
the feeling that, in any case, life is not contra-
dicting itself, because it has already been lived. 
And so, the elderly is somewhat removed from 
our experience: we want to keep them at a dis-
tance.

In the common human experience, love — 
as is said — descends: it does not return to the 
life behind with the same force with which it 
pours out on the life that is still before us. The 
gratuitousness of love also appears in this: 
parents have always known this, the old soon 
learn it. Nevertheless, revelation opens a way 
for reciprocating love in a different way: that of 
honouring those who have gone before us, the 
way of honouring the people who came before 
us begins here: honouring the elderly.

This special love that paves the way in the 
form of honour — that is, tenderness and re-
spect at the same time — intended for the elder-
ly is sealed by God’s commandment. “Honour 
thy father and mother” is a solemn commit-

ment, the first of the “second tablet” of the Ten 
Commandments. It is not just about one’s own 
father and mother. It is about their generation 
and the generations before, whose leave-taking 
can also be slow and prolonged, creating a time 
and space of long-lasting coexistence with the 
other ages of life. In other words, it is about the 
old age of life.

Honour is a good word to frame this aspect 
of returning love that concerns old age. That is, 
we have received the love of parents, of grand-
parents, and now we return this love to them, to 
the elderly, to our grandparents. Today we have 
rediscovered the term ‘dignity’, to indicate the 
value of respecting and caring for the life of 
everyone. Dignity, here, is essentially equiva-
lent to honour: honouring father and mother, 
honouring the elderly is recognising the dignity 
they possess.

Let us think carefully about this beautiful ex-
pression of love which is honour. Even care for 
the sick, the support of those who are not self-
sufficient, the guarantee of sustenance, can be 
lacking honour. Honour is lacking when an ex-
cess of confidence, instead of being expressed 
as delicacy and affection, tenderness and re-
spect, is transformed into roughness and abuse. 

This occurs when weakness is reproached, 
and even punished, as if it were a fault, and 
when bewilderment and confusion become an 
opening for derision and aggression. It can hap-
pen even in the home, in nursing homes, as well 
as in offices or in the open spaces of the city. 
Encouraging in young people, even indirectly, 
an attitude of condescension — and even con-
tempt — for the elderly, for their weaknesses 
and their precariousness, produces horrible 
things. 

It opens the way to unimaginable excesses. 
The young people who set fire to a “bum”’s 
blanket — we’ve seen this — because they see 

him as a human reject, are the tip of the iceberg, 
that is, of the contempt for a life that, far from 
the attractions and impulses of youth, already 
seems to be a life to be cast aside. Often, we 
think that the old are the refuse, or we put them 
in the trash; to despise the elderly and cast them 
from life, to put them aside.

This contempt, which dishonours the elderly, 
actually dishonours all of us. If I dishonour the 
elderly, I dishonour myself. The passage from 
the Book of Sirach, is rightly harsh on this dis-
honour, which cries out for vengeance in the 
sight of God. There is a passage in the story of 
Noah that is very expressive in this regard. 

The elderly Noah, the hero of the flood and 
still a hard worker, lies unconscious after hav-
ing had a few too many drinks. He’s already 
old, but he’s had too much to drink. His sons, 
in order not to wake him up and embarrass him, 
gently cover him, looking aside, with great re-
spect. This text is very beautiful and says eve-
rything about the honour due to an old man. To 
cover the weakness of the elderly, so they don’t 
feel ashamed. This is a text that helps us a lot.

In spite of all the material provisions that 
richer and more organised societies make avail-
able for old age — of which we can certainly be 
proud — the struggle for the restoration of that 
special form of love which is honour still seems 
fragile and immature. We must do all we can to 
support and encourage it, offering better social 
and cultural support to those who are sensitive 
to this decisive form of the ‘civilisation of love’.

And on this point, allow me to offer some 
advice to parents: please, bring your kids, chil-
dren, young children, closer to the elderly, al-
ways bring them closer. And when the elderly 
person is ill, a bit out of their mind, always bring 
them closer: let them know that this is our flesh, 
that this is what has made it possible for us to be 
here. Please don’t push the elderly away. And if 

there is no other option than to send them to a 
nursing home, please visit them and bring the 
children to see them: they are the honour of 
our civilisation, the old people who opened the 
doors. And many times, the children forget this.

I’ll tell you something personal: I used to 
love visiting nursing homes in Buenos Aires. I 
went often, I visited each one ... And I remem-
ber once I asked a lady: ‘And how many chil-
dren do you have?’ — ‘I have four, all married, 
with grandchildren...’, and she started talking 
to me about the family. ‘And do they come [to 
visit]?’ — ‘Yes, [she said,] ‘they always come!’ 
When I left the room, the nurse, who had heard, 
said to me: ‘Father, she told a lie to cover up for 
her children. Nobody has come for six months!’ 

This is discarding the old, it is thinking that 
the old are refuse. Please: it is a grave sin. This 
is the first great commandment, and the only 
one that says the reward: ‘Honour your father 
and your mother, and you will have long life on 
earth.’ This commandment to honour the elder-
ly gives us a blessing, which is expressed in this 
way: ‘You will have long life.’ Please cherish 
the elderly. And [even] if their mind goes, cher-
ish the old. Because they are the presence of 
history, the presence of my family, and thanks 
to them I am here, we can all say: thanks to you, 
grandfather and grandmother, I am alive. 

Please don’t leave them alone. And this, 
looking after the elderly, is not a question of 
cosmetics and plastic surgery, no. Rather, it is a 
question of honour, which must transform how 
we educate the young about life and its stages. 
Love for the human person that is common to 
us, including honouring a life lived, is not a 
matter for the old. Rather it is an ambition that 
will bring radiance to the youth who inherit its 
best qualities. May the wisdom of God’s Spirit 
grant us to open the horizon of this true cultural 
revolution with the necessary energy. 

This week we remember two fourth-
century martyrs, Sts Marcellinus and 

Peter, who were highly venerated after the 
discovery of their tomb and the conversion 
of their executioner.

Both believed to have lived and died dur-
ing the reign of the Roman Emperor Dio-
cletian. 

Around 303, a Roman exorcist named 
Peter was imprisoned for his faith. While 
in prison, tradition holds that Peter freed 
Paulina, the daughter of the prison-keeper 
Artemius, from demonic influence by his 
prayers. This demonstration of Christ's 
power over demons is said to have brought 
about the conversion of Paulina, Artemius, 
his wife, and the entire household, all of 
whom were baptised by the Roman priest 
Marcellinus.

After this, Marcellinus and Peter were 
called before a judge who was determined 
to enforce the emperor’s decree against 
the Church. However, both men refused to 
deny Christ, and preferred death over sub-
mission to the cult of pagan worship. 

Both were beheaded in the forest and 

buried in the clearing they had made. The 
location of the saints' bodies remained un-
known for some time, until a devout wom-
an named Lucilla received a revelation in-
forming her where the priest and exorcist 
lay.

With the assistance of another woman, 
Firmina, Lucilla recovered the two saints’ 
bodies and had them re-interred in the Ro-
man Catacombs. Sts Marcellinus and Peter 
are among the saints named in the West-
ern Church’s most traditional Eucharistic 
prayer, the Roman Canon. — CNA

Sts Marcellinus 
& Peter, martyrs “Zeal for thy house 

has consumed 
me!”

Born Ascanio in Italy 
on October 13, 1563, 
Francis Caracciolo’s 
mother was a relative 
of St. Thomas Aquinas. 
At 22, Francis contract-
ed a form of leprosy. 
He promised God if he 
was cured, he’d join the 
priesthood immediately, 
and he did. He left for 
Naples to study for the 
priesthood. On his or-
dination, he joined The 
White Robes of Jus-
tice, who were devoted 
to helping condemned 
criminals to die a holy 
death, reconciled with God.

After five years, he joined Fr Giovanni 
Agostino Adorno, of Genoa in founding a 
religious order. Weeks after drawing up the 
institution and its rules, the congregation 
was approved by Pope Sixtus V on July 1, 
1588.

The congregation lives both an active 

and contemplative life, 
perpetual adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament 
being one of the pillars 
of their life.  They work 
with the sick, poor, pris-
oners and as missionar-
ies. In addition to the 
vows of chastity, pov-
erty and obedience, they 
have a fourth which 
forbids them to seek 
or accept ecclesiastical 
honours.

Francis was noted for 
his ardent devotion to 
the Blessed Sacrament, 
often being found in 
ecstasy, and frequently 
repeating the words of 
the Psalm, “Zeal for 

Thy house has consumed me.” He died of 
a severe fever on the eve of Corpus Christi 
in Agnone, on June 4, 1608, with his oft-
repeated words on his lips.  Those same 
words were found burned into the flesh of 
his heart when his body was opened after 
his death. He was canonised by Pope Pius 
VII on May 24, 1807. — CNA

St Francis Caracciolo
Saints of the week

A Catechesis on Old Age : 

“Honour your father and your 
mother”: love for the gift of life

Feast day: June 1

Feast day: June 4



Vatican grants indulgences for 
Day for Grandparents and Elderly

LIMA, Peru: Real Madrid CF returned to 
Spain on May 29 after winning the EUFA 
Champions League final, and offered the Vir-
gin of Almudena this trophy together with the 
one they received on April 30 when they won 
the Spanish football league.

Real Madrid won the May 28 Champions 
League Final 1-0 against Liverpool FC. The 
match was played in Paris and the winning 
goal was scored by Vinicius Junior in the 59th 
minute. This is the 14th time Real Madrid has 
won the European football competition.

The team, which was received by tens of 
thousands of fans in the streets of the Spanish 
capital, went to Almudena Cathedral in the 
evening and was received by Cardinal Carlos 
Osoro Sierra of Madrid.

It is not the first time that Real Madrid 
has offered the Champions League trophy 

to Our Lady.
During the visit, Cardinal Osoro greeted 

the players “with affection and joy”, saying 
that “it is stimulating to share a path with oth-
ers, to support each other in the search for 
success.”

As reported by the Archdiocese of Madrid, 
the cardinal thanked them for taking the name 
of the Spanish capital to as many corners as 
did St Isidore the Farmer, “a simple man with 
presences on all continents,” to whom a Holy 
Year is being dedicated in the Archdiocese of 
Madrid.

During the brief ceremony, Real Madrid’s 
public relations director, former footballer 
Emilio Butragueño, read some petitions, one 
of which asked that those present experience 
“the maternal protection of the Virgin Mary”. 
— CNA

VATICAN: In a decree published on May 
30, the Apostolic Penitentiary – the Vati-
can tribunal responsible for issues relating 
to mercy and the forgiveness of sins in the 
Church – announced several grants of in-
dulgences for those taking part in the sec-
ond World Day for Grandparents and the 
Elderly, which this year falls on Sunday 
July 24.

A plenary indulgence, which may also 
be obtained in suffrage for the souls in Pur-
gatory, is granted:
l to grandparents, the elderly, and the 

faithful who, motivated by a true spirit of 
penance and charity, will participate on 
July 24 in the solemn celebration that Pope 
Francis will preside over in the Vatican, 
or in the various functions that take place 
throughout the world;
l to the faithful who, on the same day, 

devote adequate time to visit, in person or 
virtually through the media, their disabled 

brothers and sisters in need or in difficulty 
(such as the sick, the abandoned, or the 
disabled);
l to the sick elderly and to all those 

who, unable to leave their homes for a se-

rious reason, will unite spiritually with the 
sacred services of the World Day, offering 
to the Merciful God their prayers, the pains 
and sufferings of their lives, especially 
while the words of the Supreme Pontiff 

and the various celebrations are broadcast 
through the media.

The grants of indulgence, “from the 
heavenly treasures of the Church,” are 
made under the usual conditions of sac-
ramental Confession, Eucharistic confes-
sion, and prayers for the intentions of the 
Pope.

In the decree announcing the indulgenc-
es, the Apostolic Penitentiary also “firmly 
requests” priests to make themselves avail-
able, “with a ready and generous spirit,” to 
hear confessions so that “this opportunity 
to attain divine grace through the power of 
the Keys of the Church may be more easily 
realised through pastoral charity.”

Pope Francis established the World Day 
for Grandparents and the Elderly in 2021, 
setting its observance for the fourth Sun-
day in July, the Sunday nearest the feast 
of Sts Anne and Joachim, grandparents of 
Jesus. — Vatican News

Real Madrid offers European 
Cup to the Virgin of Almudena

For families
We pray for Christian families around the world; may 
they embody and experience unconditional love and 

advance in holiness in their daily lives.
Download the Click To Pray 

updates now.
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Families take part in the first World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, July 25, 2021  (Vatican Media)

Real Madrid players offer the Champions League trophy to Our Lady. (CNA photo/Archimadrid/
Luis Millán)

VATICAN: Canadian artist Timothy Paul 
Schmalz, known especially for his lifelike 
Homeless Jesus statues and the Angels Una-
wares sculpture of migrants and refugees in St 
Peter’s Square, has unveiled his latest work, 
a sculpture depicting the Blessed Virgin Mary 
with the unborn Christ Child.

“This sculpture, I found, was very, very ex-
citing for me to create,” Schmalz said in an 
interview with Vatican Radio. He said he was 
inspired by a quote from Dostoevsky, repeated 
by the Vatican’s Nuncio to the United States, 
Archbishop Christopher Pierre: “Beauty can 
save the world”: “I realised,” said Schmalz, 
“that it might be an interesting project if I could 
create one of the most beautiful, life-affirming 
sculptures possible, a pro-life statue, that is all 
about the hope that beauty can save life.”

Much of Schmalz’ artwork focuses on time-
ly issues of social justice, including homeless-
ness, migration, and human trafficking. “All 
these pieces are bringing attention to, I feel, 
issues that need to be expressed in artwork,” 
Schmalz explained. “If artwork has the hope 

of promoting and bringing awareness to a cer-
tain subject, which I do believe. And so the 
idea of the sacredness of life seemed to be a 
natural flow from those projects to the Madon-
na and Child, the Monument to Life with the 
child still in the womb.”

Schmalz said he believes in the power of 
art, when it’s at its best, “to create awareness 
in a very subtle and beautiful way to a whole 
society.” He emphasised the importance of 
creating art, not for its own sake, but for God’s 
sake, and to use art “to bring out issues that are 
oftentimes invisible, like the idea of the foe-
tus in the womb.” So, he said, “to create this 
piece, to have it right in the centre of Rome 
and also in other places, hopefully, will do a 
great job in bringing awareness of the beauty 
and sacredness of life.”

The new statue, donated by the Movimento 
Per la Vita Italiano (“Italian Movement for 
Life”) is being blessed this Sunday in Rome 
by Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, the Presi-
dent of the Pontifical Academy for Life. —               
Vatican News

Sculptor Timothy Paul Schmalz at work on his new sculpture, the Life Monument  (ANSA)

Life Monument intended to reveal 
beauty and sacredness of life


