
KUALA LUMPUR: A two-day online con-
sultation meeting to discern the institu-
tion of the lay ministry of Catechist in the 

dioceses of Asia was held on June 8 and 10.
This was in response to the Apostolic Letter Antiquum Min-

isterium issued by Pope Francis on May 10, 2021, where he 
formally established the lay Ministry of Catechist. 

In this letter, the Pope directly invites “the episcopal confer-
ences to render effective the Ministry of Catechist, determining 
the necessary process of formation and the normative criteria 
for admission to this ministry and devising the most appropri-
ate forms for the service which these men and women will be 
called to exercise in conformity with the content of this Apos-
tolic Letter.” (AM 9)

 About 106 delegates, composed of bishops, clergy, religious 
and lay people from Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines and Thailand, participated in 
the meeting organised by the Office of Education and Faith 
Formation (OEFF) of the Federation of Asian Bishops Confer-
ence (FABC).

On June 8, the meeting began with an opening address by 
Bishop Antonius Subianto Bunyamin OSC, Bishop of Band-
ung and Bishop Chairman, FABC OEFF. This was followed 
by the keynote address by Most Rev Julian Leow Beng Kim, 
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur – Bishop Member, FABC OEFF.

In his address, Archbishop Julian pointed out that in an-
nouncing the Institution to the Ministry of Catechist last May, 
Pope Francis opened a new path before us. He said it calls for 
us to stop and ponder, and to discern and decide where our next 
steps should take us. While it may seem easier to remain on the 

well-trodden path, Antiquum Ministerium has given us pause 
— to reflect on the current practices in catechetical ministry 
and to consider what might make it more effective.

Some key questions Archbishop Julian raised during his 
keynote address included: What is the identity and role of the 
installed lay person? He said, “Only when we have some basic 
ideas as to the description and role of a person to be installed, 
can we truly discern and decide on the relevance of the ministry 
for our diocese.

Also, the word “installation” with regards to this ministry 
must be addressed. An “installation” indicates a more perma-
nent nature of service. The Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Sacraments (CDWS) states that the Ministry of Cat-
echist is first, a “stable form of service rendered to the diocese”, 
and secondly, the bishop will identify whether the installed cat-
echist can render that service to the diocese.

“This brings us to enquire what “a stable form of ministry” 
means. What are the pastoral and practical implications that 
would arise for the community and the catechetical ministry 
in installing a person to the ministry? Crucially, what differ-
ence would this lay ministry bring to the diocese, since most 
of our catechists are lay people, already serving voluntarily in 
the parishes”.

Ultimately, it is the task of the episcopal conferences and 
individual bishops to clarify the description, the role, and the 
most appropriate forms for the exercise of the ministry of cat-
echists. This includes defining what a stable ministry means, 
the age and qualifications of the catechists to be installed, and 
other matters.

The second question the archbishop raised was, “What cri-
teria will be used to determine who qualifies for this ministry?  

He said, “Paragraph eight of Antiquum Ministerium only gives 
a general description as to qualities and qualifications of the 
person who is to be installed. It states they “be men and women 
of deep faith and human maturity, active participants in the life 
of the Christian community, capable of welcoming others, be-
ing generous and living a life of fraternal communion.” It also 
indicates that it is the task of the diocesan bishop to discern the 
call to the ministry of Catechist by assessing the needs of the 
community and the abilities of the candidates.”

And finally, how will the selected individuals be formed and 
prepared for installation to the Ministry of Catechist? Quot-
ing paragraph eight of Antiquum Ministerium once again, the 
prelate said, “Those selected to the ministry, “… should also 
receive suitable biblical, theological, pastoral, and pedagogical 
formation to be competent communicators of the truth of the 
faith and they should have some prior experience of cateche-
sis.” Therefore, adequate formation programmes for candidates 
must also be defined by the episcopal conferences and the in-
dividual bishops.”

Archbishop Julian recommended that participants at the 
meeting be tasked to propose general guidelines concerning the 
above-mentioned questions, as well as other questions that may 
arise during the workshop. And hopefully, the guidelines will 
help the bishops discern the installation of laypersons to the 
Ministry of the Catechist in their dioceses.

In conclusion, the prelate said that while on this synodal 
journey, the Church of Asia has been actively using the word 
‘dialogue’. “May we take the step of faith and travel together 
during the coming days by praying, dialoguing with, and listen-
ing to one another, and learning from and supporting each other 
as companions on a journey.
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Therefore, since we have been justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we 
have also obtained access by faith[b] into 
this grace in which we stand, and we[c] 
rejoice[d] in hope of the glory of God. 

Romans 5:1-2

(photo/Assumption Parish Media Team)
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St Augustine once wrote this about the 
Most Holy Trinity that “in no other sub-

ject is error more dangerous, or inquiry more 
laborious, or the discovery of truth more 
profitable.” This is not surprising as the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church speaks of the 
doctrine of the Most Holy Trinity as the cen-
tral mystery of our faith. The doctrine of the 
Most Holy Trinity is not just one teaching 
among many. It is the Christian teaching of 
the very nature of God … the core belief and 
the essence of our Christian faith. Everything 
a Christian does flows from this teaching, is 
centred upon this teaching and leads back to 
this teaching. Yet, we have to acknowledge 
that this mystery seems to be the most mys-
terious among the hierarchy of truths which 
the Church professes and teaches. But how 
should we understand it as a mystery?

There is a misconception that the mystery 
of the Trinity is difficult to understand and 
therefore difficult to teach. We have to get 
past that. The “mystery” is no mystery in the 
sense of a puzzle – it isn’t like an impossibly 
complex mathematical riddle to be solved. 
Rather, it is a mystery in the same way love 
is a mystery. We all understand love. Yet, 
love is inexplicably hard to describe without 
resorting to metaphors, analogies or poetic 
language. And like love, we don’t need to be 
able to fully articulate it before we can grasp 
it. While I can never fully comprehend the 
incomprehensible, I can be loved by it. The 
Trinity is a mystery in the very same way.

Some may argue that if our Lord Jesus 
truly wanted us to understand this profound 
concept, He should have spelt it out clearly 
leaving no room for ambiguity. But He did 

not do so because as He pointed in today’s 
Gospel passage. He said that He still has 
“many things to say to you but they would 
be too much for you now.”

But this would change with the coming of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, because when 
“the Spirit of truth comes he will lead you to 
the complete truth …” 

What is this “complete truth” which our 
Lord is referring to? For one, it is objective 
and eternal. In other words, truth is not a 
matter of consensus. We don’t fashion truth 
to suit our opinions or desires. It is com-
mon today to speak of “your truth” and “my 
truth,” and that is instead of looking at ob-
jective facts, we often hear people speaking 
of their “lived experiences,” suggesting that 
every person’s truth is unique and irreplacea-
ble and therefore, infallible and unchallenge-
able. The complete truth of the Lord, how-
ever, cannot be something malleable, easily 
moulded according to our personal agenda, 
our likes and dislikes. Rather, it is we who 
must conform to the objective truths revealed 

to us by God and humbly submit to it.
But the most complete truth is not like any 

other objective truth which we can speak 
of. The self-revelation of God is in fact 
that “complete truth,” for above the truth 
of God, there can never be any other truth, 
and all truth found in the created world is 
only a shadow and a reflexion of His truth. 
The inner truth of God is this: that the most 
original and unconditional love of the Fa-
ther is matched and answered by the equally 
absolute reciprocal love of the Son. We can 
understand and participate inwardly in this 
mystery of love if the Spirit, who is both the 
mutuality and fruit of this eternal love, is 
made to penetrate us. The Spirit binds us to 
divine love itself. Indeed, this is what St Paul 
proclaims to the Romans in the second read-
ing, that “the love of God has been poured 
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has 
been given us.”

Perhaps, the world continues to reject the 
revelation of the Trinity, precisely because 
we have been bad witnesses — our lack of 

love or care for others, our penchant to be 
selfish and individualistic, our tendency to 
pander to the maddening crowd, rather than 
stand up to defend the Truth. How wonderful 
it would be if we could just reflect the life of 
the Most Holy Trinity in our own lives? That 
would be our most convincing and effective 
way of evangelising.

And so, on the day we affirm once again 
the truth of One True God in three persons, 
co-equal in dignity and substance, we rec-
ognise that it is less important to focus on 
the math of the Trinity and more important 
to focus on the why. Why would God go to 
all the trouble of creating the world, creating 
us, and then sending the Son to save us and 
His Holy Spirit to guide, inspire and sanctify 
the Church? We arrive at the same answer 
as the early disciples. God is love. “God has 
no other reason for creating than his love 
and goodness: ‘Creatures came into exist-
ence when the key of love opened his hand’” 
(CCC # 293).

Fr Michael Chua is the 
parish priest of the Church of 
the Holy Family, Kajang

Trinity Sunday (C)
Readings: Proverbs 8:22-31;

Romans 5:1-5;
Gospel: John 16:12-15

Reflecting on our 
Sunday Readings

with Fr Michael Chua

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

This phrase from the Bible, is taken from 
the Book of Sirach. The Pope recalled it 
during one of his Angelus addresses and 

it seems ever more relevant today, in the face 
of the words of hatred that we hear, and in the 
face of the risk of a widening war in Ukraine. 
Indifference to hatred endangers humanity re-
sulting in so many victims of forgotten wars in 
the world.

When words of hate increase, the risk that 
they will become acts of violence grows, if they 
have not already become weapons that kill and 
destroy. In a world already wounded by so many 
conflicts and so much indifference to those who 
suffer, the danger becomes greater for all when 
words of hate multiply. Those with important 
decision-making powers can push the wrong 
buttons if they are filled with that anger fanned 
by inflammatory words. All mankind risks more 
if words of hatred are uttered by the powerful of 
this world.
Against resentment
“Remember your last days and set enmity 
aside” (Sir 28:6). This was written about 2,200 
years ago by a Jew from Jerusalem, Yehoshua 
ben Sira. The Pope pointed this out during the 
Angelus on September 13, 2020:

“Today, in the morning, as I was celebrating 
Mass, I paused, touched by a phrase in the first 
Reading from the book of Sirach. The phrase 
says, “Remember the end of your life, and cease 
from enmity”. A beautiful phrase! Think of the 
end! Think that you will be in a coffin… and 
will you take hatred there? Think of the end, 

stop hating! Stop the resentment. Let’s think of 
this phrase that is very touching. Remember the 
end of your life, and cease from enmity.”

“Remember death and decay,” Sirach contin-
ues, “do not be angry with your neighbour”… 
Forgive your neighbour the wrong done to you; 
then when you pray, your own sins will be for-
given.”
Forgotten Syria
For more than 11 years there has been fight-
ing in Syria, resulting in about half a million 
deaths and more than 11 million refugees and 
displaced persons.

Cardinal Mario Zenari, the nuncio to Damas-
cus, says with sorrow: we have been forgotten, 
“hope has gone from the hearts of so many peo-
ple, and in particular from the hearts of young 
people, who see no future in their country and 
seek to emigrate.” There is hunger: “There is 
a shortage of bread and now, with the war in 
Ukraine, also of flour.”

In these years of war, perhaps two-thirds of 
Christians have left Syria: “In these conflicts, 
minority groups are the weakest link in the 
chain.” And now there is oblivion: “This,” he 
observes, “is another great misfortune that has 
happened to Syria: falling into obscurity. This 
obscurity is hurting people a lot.”
Hunger and war in Ethiopia
Cardinal Berhaneyesus Souraphiel, Archbishop 
of Addis Ababa, talks about war and hunger in 
Ethiopia. He notes that “Millions of Ethiopians 
are in desperate need of humanitarian assis-
tance”. Who remembers them?

Myanmar’s Calvary
In Myanmar “we are still on Calvary,” says 
Cardinal Charles Maung Bo, archbishop 
of Yangon, with a military regime attack-
ing churches and thousands of Burmese 
refugees wandering in the forest. No one 
is spared by the collapse of the economy: 
more than half the population is reduced to 
poverty. Young people feel deprived of their 
future.

“In this way of the cross,” he says, “the 
deep faith of the people is striking ... As 
Christians, we find hope in the profound 
mystery of the folly of the cross.”
Yemen, periphery of the world
Bishop Paul Hinder, the emeritus Apostol-
ic Vicar of Southern Arabia, speaks about 
Yemen’s forgotten war, where a humanitar-
ian emergency is causing millions to starve 
and more than two million children are at 
risk due to hunger.

“These forgotten wars,” he says, “are of 
little interest. Yemen is really at the periph-
ery for many parts of the world.”
We could all live in peace
These are just a few forgotten wars. Wars 
often begin with words of hate. “Today 
we must say it clearly,” Pope Francis said, 
“there are so many sowers of hatred in the 
world, who destroy” because “The tongue is 
a fearsome weapon, it kills,” while instead 
“we could live in peace like brothers and sis-
ters” (Mass at Santa Marta, Nov 12, 2019). 
— By Sergio Centofanti, Vatican News

Remember your last 
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PETALING JAYA: The Outreach Hidayah 
Centre Foundation organised a Majlis Raya 
Keluarga Malaysia recently.

The dinner event, held at the Tropicana 
Golf & Country Club, Petaling Jaya, was 
hosted by the director of the Hidayah Cen-
tre Foundation, Tuan Haji Noli Husain, and 
Executive Officer, Tuan Haji Muhammad 
Fakharuddin.

Several members from the Parish Minis-
try of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs 
(PMEIA) of the Church of the Sacred Heart 
and Church of St Ignatius were among the 
guests at the event.

Faith leaders and representatives from the 
Malaysia Hindu Sangam, Maha Vihara Bud-
dhist Temple, Gurdwara Temple, Buddhist 
Missionary Society Malaysia, Sikh Naujana 
Sabha Malaysia, Christians for Peace and 
Harmony in Malaysia, Yayasan Soka Gak-
kai Malaysia, Bahai Community of Malay-
sia and Persatuan Dhammaduta Malaysia 
were also present.

Sacred Heart’s PMEIA head, Dr Florence 
John said: “We enjoyed a meal while com-
municating, dialoguing and creating better 
understanding, and thus promoting harmony 
and peace among Malaysians.”
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‘Keluarga Malaysia’ interreligious fellowship

Coptic Church plans to open 
mission office in Kota Kinabalu
KOTA KINABALU: Archbishop John 
Wong welcomed Fr Markos Fawzi Mousa 
and his team of four from St Paul Coptic 
Service of Egypt in his office at the Catholic 
Archdiocesan Centre, June 3. 
    It was their third visit to the prelate.

St Paul Coptic Service is a mission under 
the supervision of Pope Tawadros II of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt.

Besides helping their community in 
Egypt, St Paul Coptic Service has started 
reaching out to communities in need in Afri-
ca and Asia since 2008, with a special focus 
on health and education.

In their third courtesy visit, Fr Markos 
made known their intention to establish a 
mission office in Kota Kinabalu to serve the 

local community.
It is their belief that every child has the 

right to be educated, thus their mission here 

is to serve the community and the needy 
people of Sabah to enable them to face chal-
lenges. — Catholic Sabah

Some of the PMEIA and Outreach Hidayah 
Centre Foundation members at the Majlis Raya 
Keluarga Malaysia.

Fr Markos Fawzi Mousa (fourth from left) and his team visited Archbishop John Wong at his office 
on June 3.

Greetings and Peace to all of you, the Ordinary Time 
is here again. It is the time to walk and live the faith. 
Jesus left us with the Great Command: “Go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey all that I have commanded 
you”. 

Different movements have embarked on this Christ-
directed mission, and these are some of their slogans: 
“His Last Command. Our First Concern”, “The Har-
vest is plentiful, the Labourers few”, “We must all 
be evangelisers”, “Put out into the deep and let down 
your nets for a catch”. The Institute for New Evange-
lisation (INE) under the Peninsular Catholic Bishops 
has been sowing, discipling and equipping many for 
mission work. The Bahasa Malaysia outreach, Kur-
sus Evangelisasi Peribadi, is active too. The driving 
slogan for the Catholic New Evangelisation move is 
“Baptised and Sent”. Join them to be re-evangelised 
and be His “missionary disciples “

“Hoping for change” Times. Pentecost Sunday. The 
Christians of the world were celebrating the birthday 
of the Church. Some on a big scale, others commemo-
rated the awesome day in low key. For a number, it 
was just another Sunday. Tragedy visited the Catho-
lic Church in Owo, Nigeria, when 50 plus died in an 
attack during their Pentecost worship. No religion is 
superior. No religion is greater than God. God’s way 
and His thoughts are higher than ours. Religion must 
awake in us love for God and love for God’s people 
and the earth. God loves all peoples, all creation, col-
ours, languages, cultures and celebrations. Everyone 
and everything reflects our colourful God. 

Do not end up colourless, tasteless and lifeless!

A Thought for the Week: 
Blurred or Perfect Vision?
A rabbi was concerned for a young friend who was 
becoming worldly and materialistic. The rabbi invited 
him into his study and led him to the window. “What 
do you see?” he asked. There was a playground next 
to the house. “I see children playing,” the young friend 
answered. Then the rabbi took a little hand mirror out 
of his pocket and held it before the visitor’s face. “Tell 
me what you see now?” “I see myself,” he said won-
dering what was going on. “Isn’t it strange,” the rabbi 
asked, “that when a little silver gets between yourself 
and others, you see only yourself?” (Frank Mihalic, 
SVD)

What is it in your life that tends to get in the way of 
seeing what is offered for you to see?

What blinds you, or if not so severe, what is it that 
blocks your vision?

Here is something to consider: “Cataracts are the 
third biggest cause of blindness. Religion and poli-
tics are the first two.”

Announcements for this Week:
1. To the MPI team, for the nine-day Pentecost Nove-
na and praying for a meaningful MJD50 celebration, 
thank you. To the participants and volunteers, in the 
forefront and behind the scenes, thank you for believ-
ing in the power of united prayer.
2. The Church celebrates the 10th World Meeting of 
Families, with a closing Mass on June 26 at 6.00pm at 
the Sacred Heart Cathedral, JB. All families, fathers, 
mothers, children, grandparents and special needs 
children are welcome.
3. The MJD BECAFT is organising a seminar for BEC 
coordinators and members, in four languages. Look-
out for more info via posters in your vicariates. 

This week’s Question and Query: 
The Q asked: Is the Gospel’s call to evangelise ap-
propriate for these times?

1. Jesus said to the followers:”Come, follow Me, 
and I will make you, fishers of men”. And He told 
Peter: “If you love Me, feed my lambs, feed my 
sheep”.
2. On Evangelisation, Popes John Paul II, Ben-
edict XVI and Francis maintain that “the baptised 
are invited to renew their own faith, evangelise 
others and evangelise culture”.
Pope JPII said: “This is what we believe”.
Pope Benedict XVI said:“This is why we believe 
it”.
Pope Francis added: “Now GO and DO IT”.
3. Pope Francis, at a General Audience, on May 
22, 2013 said:“Evangelising is the Church’s mis-
sion. It is not the mission of only a few, but it is 
mine, yours and our mission…. We must all be 
evangelisers, especially with our lives”.
4. When we evangelise or live mission, we be-
come fruit bearers, then God is glorified.

Another season to walk with the Lord of the commu-
nity. “Religion follows the precepts of a sacred book. 
Spirituality seeks the sacred in all books.” Find the 
sacred in the secular.

Bishop Bernard Paul
June 10, 2022
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KUALA LUMPUR: The Church 
of St Anthony celebrated the 25th 
sacerdotal anniversary of its parish 
priest, Fr Dr Clarence Devadass, 
on June 6 with a Mass. Priests from 
the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur 
and the Dioceses of Penang and 
Malacca Johore joined in the cel-
ebrations. Also in attendance were 
Apostolic Nuncio to Malaysia, 
His Excellency Wojciech Zaluski; 
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur, 
Most Reverend Julian Leow; and 
Bishop of Penang, Right Reverend 
Sebastian Francis. 

In his thanksgiving speech, Fr 
Clarence said that his sacerdo-
tal anniversary is a celebration of 
God’s faithfulness. “It is God’s un-

ending love that we celebrate this 
evening in the Eucharist, because 
in the words of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, “He has looked on this 
lowly servant”, that I am given the 
grace to be what I am today”.

Fr Clarence said that it takes a 
community to sustain a priest and 
that the makings of a priest involve 
many people, not just formators in 
the seminary. He paid tribute to 
his parents, siblings and nieces, as 
well as his seminary classmates, 
the presbyterium, and everyone 
who have made a positive impact 
in his journey as a priest.

Chairperson of the Parish Pas-
toral Council, Winson Rajah, pre-
sented the silver jubilarian with a 

copy of his anniversary souvenir 
book. 

On June 4, Fr Clarence’s home 
parish, the Church of St Jude in 
Rawang also celebrated his mile-
stone anniversary with a Mass. 
Concelebrating with him were 
parish priest, Fr Vincent Thomas, 
as well as Fr Xavier Andrew and 
Fr Surain Durai Raj, both of whom 
hail from the same parish.

Fr Clarence thanked the many 
people who were instrumental in 
him becoming what he is today. 
He thanked his parents and his 
siblings for being the anchors in 
his life. He remembered fondly 
his late father, S. Devadass, who 
was the first to plant the seed of            

faith in him.
Fr Vincent Thomas, who is also 

vocation director of the Archdio-
cese of Kuala Lumpur, encouraged 
young men and women to join the 
priesthood and religious life. He 
thanked Fr Clarence for the dedi-
cated service rendered to the arch-
diocese and for helping the Catho-
lic community grow in holiness. 

The parish’s Social Communi-

cations Ministry presented a video 
montage on the life and times of 
Fr Clarence. This was followed by 
various forms of tribute from the 
parishioners.

The celebration ended with Fr 
Clarence greeting and mingling 
with parishioners while handing 
out souvenir cards and bookmarks 
to them. — By Julie Lim and 
Mercy Almeida

PAPAR, Sabah: Three novices of 
the Congregation of the Franciscan 
Sisters of the Immaculate Concep-
tion made their first profession 
of religious vows after complet-
ing a two-year formation in the                      
novitiate. 

Novices Cabrinie Martin from St 
Pius Bundu Tuhan, Melania Mer-
nah Timun, from St Francis Xavier 
Keningau, and Erna James from St 
Pius Bundu Tuhan, made the rite 
of First Profession in the presence 
of their Mother General and Most 
Reverend John Wong, Archbishop 
of Kota Kinabalu, at the Convent 
of St Mary of the Angels Novitiate, 
Purak, Papar.

The rite of First Profession in-
cludes the calling of the candidate, 
the examination of the candidate 
and the profession to live the three 
evangelical counsels of chastity, 
poverty and obedience. 

After pronouncing their vows, 
they changed into the habit of the 
congregation, signifying their new 
status as temporary professed sis-
ters in the Congregation of the 
Franciscan Sisters of the Immacu-
late Conception. Following this, 
Archbishop John presented them 
with the Rule and Life of the con-
gregation. The candidates will 
henceforth be addressed as ‘Sister’.

The Eucharistic celebration, pre-
sided over by the archbishop, was 
attended by the FSIC Sisters and 
family members of the newly pro-
fessed.

In his homily, Archbishop John 
urged the newly professed Sisters 
to know the difference between do-
ing the work of God and working 

for God. 
He said working for God has the 

tendency of working for reward. 
He said we should be doing God’s 
work, just like the early Christians 
who devoted themselves to two 
things – “prayer and  the service of 
God” (Acts 6:4).

He continued - our first voca-
tion is “prayer” – communion with 
the Father.  When we are in com-
munion with the Father, we would 
know what He wants of us. 

The second is “the service of the 
Word” – the Eucharist, where we 
receive the Word, and gradually, 
this Word will be part of us, and 
becomes the centre of our lives. 
Hence, we are doing service to the 
Word.

To the newly professed Sisters, 
Mother General Sr Frances Mani 
reminded them of  the importance 
of good relationship, dialogue, 
communication and listening to 
one another, as they had learnt 
from the recent synod process.

She also reminded them of the 
theme they had chosen, “I am with 
you always, yes to the end of time” 
Mt 28:20, and assured them that 
Jesus has promised to be with them 
all the time.

The Mother General also 
thanked the parents for consenting 
to offer their daughters for God’s 
work and assured them that they 
would be blessed abundantly for 
their generosity. 

Mother Frances concluded by 
asking those present to continue 
to pray for the newly professed 
Sisters. — By Sr Lilian Unsoh,          
Catholic Sabah

KEPONG: “Put out into deep 
water and lower your nets for 
a catch.” This was Jesus’ com-
mand to Simon, who would later 
become known as Peter. In faith, 
Simon Peter trusted in Our Lord, 
and behold he caught a large catch 
of fish. Like Peter, we are called 
to put our faith in Jesus for us to 
harvest spiritual gifts of grace.

This was indeed what parishion-
ers of the Church of Jesus Caritas 
and Chapel of Kristus Aman ex-
perienced in a three-day Parish 
Renewal Experience, which took 
place on Pentecost weekend of 
June 3 to 5. 

The speakers were parish priest 
Fr. Simon Lau and Jude, Veronica, 
Lavinia and Alicia Antoine. The 
first day kicked off with praise 
and worship and a session empha-
sising how each person must have 
a personal encounter with God, 
rather than just knowing about 
God. 

On day two, accountability,                 
especially in matters of faith was 
brought up. Soon, participants 
were drawn into deeper topics, 
starting with the subject of inner 
healing. Fittingly, the afternoon 
beckoned a time of adoration be-

fore the Blessed Sacrament, gen-
tly assisted by praise and worship 
songs as participants entered into 
a time of intimacy and healing 
with Our Lord. That evening, par-
ticipants learnt of the Person of 
the Holy Spirit, and were invited 
to know Him personally. The sec-
ond day ended with a time of inner 
healing and prayer. 

The third and final day coin-
cided with Pentecost Sunday and 
similar to the disciples in the up-
per room, participants were in-
vited to experience the Holy Spirit 
on a deep and profound level. 

Many did indeed experience the 
Third Person of the Holy Trinity 
during the closing Mass. 

It was a refreshing time of con-
version, repentance, and healing; 
significantly so, as this was the 
first time a large event was held 
since the beginning of the pan-
demic. Let us not be content at 
only experiencing a spiritual high, 
confining God to a mere one-off 
experience. Rather, continue to al-
low the Holy Spirit to transform 
our lives and of those around us, 
and seek to spread the fire of Pen-
tecost! — By Feisan Villana

RAWANG: It was a celebration of 
faith for the 150 parishioners of 
the Church of St Jude, who came 
together for a Pentecost midnight 

vigil on June 4. The vigil was the 
first prayer gathering after the pan-
demic.

Leading the congregation was 

Dominic Norman and team from 
the Church of Jesus Caritas, Ke-
pong for the English-speaking pa-
rishioners, while Philip Sinnapan 
and Joseph Raj from Klang led the 
Tamil group. 

The people gathered, prayed and 
sang hymns invoking the Holy 
Spirit to fall upon them and to for-
tify them. 

It was quite similar to when the 
Apostles had gathered in the upper 
room, hiding in fear after Christ’s 
resurrection, awaiting with hope for 
the fulfilment of Christ’s promise  
to send an advocate to strengthen 
them with a greater faith. 

Celebrating 25 years 
of  God’s faithfulness

Three Franciscan novices 
make their First Vows

Parish Renewal Experience for Jesus 
Caritas and Kristus Aman parishioners

Invoking the Holy Spirit with a 
celebration of faith

Fr Clarence being presented with a copy of his anniversary souvenir book at 
the Church of St Anthony, Pudu. (photo/Jeffrey Chee)

Pentecost vigil at the Church of St Jude, Rawang

Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament … entering a time of intimacy and 
healing with the Lord.

From left: Sr Melania, Sr Cabrinie and Sr Erna.
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First Asian to head International 
Catholic Migration Commission

NEW DELHI: The International 
Catholic Migration Commission 
has elected Christine Nathan (pic), 
the first Asian and Indian, as its 
president.

The election took place during 
the commission’s council meeting 
early June in Rome.

The council has members from 
all national bishops’ conferences 
in the world and other Catholic or-
ganisations concerned with migra-
tion and refugee issue. As many 
as 58 of them attended the Rome 
meeting. The council is the com-
mission’s policy-making body.

The commission is an interna-
tional non-governmental organi-
sation working in the areas of mi-
gration and refugee assistance and 
advocacy. It was founded in 1951, 
in the wake of the massive human 
displacement caused by the Sec-
ond World War. It has consulta-
tive status with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC).

The commission’s mission is to 
protect and serve uprooted people, 
including refugees, asylum-seek-
ers, internally displaced people, 
victims of human trafficking, and 

migrants — regardless of faith, 
race, ethnicity or nationality.

Nathan, the new president, is a 
member of Bombay archdiocese. 
She is the first Asian to hold the 
post. She is a senior education spe-
cialist in Adult and Workers Edu-
cation with experience of more 
than 40 years. Nathan has worked 
with the International Labour Or-
ganisation (ILO – UN) with gov-
ernments, employers and workers.

A regional specialist on adult 
education, occupational safety 
and health, she has engaged with 
NGOs and Civil Society Organisa-

tions on several social issues at the 
national and international levels.

She states her vision is to eradi-
cate child labour and poverty, en-
act laws and legislations for mi-
grant workers, strengthen labour 
inspection on trafficking of chil-
dren of migrant workers, ensure 
decent work for workers and their 
families and gender equality and 
equity.

She says she believes following 
this is following the path of Jesus 
who liberated the people from 
every form of exploitation.  — By 
Rani Punnaserril, Matters India

SEOUL: The prelate of the Arch-
diocese of Seoul called on Catho-
lic communicators to “do your 
best so that the media can lead our 
society in the direction of Gospel 
values.”

Archbishop Peter Chung Soon-
taick of Seoul made the call dur-
ing Mass on June 3 in preparation 
of the “SIGNIS World Congress 
2022” that will be held in Seoul 
from August 15 to 19.

The World Catholic Association 

for Communication, also known 
as SIGNIS, is a Catholic lay ec-
clesial movement for profession-
als in the communication media, 
including press, radio, television, 
cinema, video, media education, 
internet, and new technology in 
over 100 countries.

“The media are a precious gift 
from God and I believe that all 
communicators are people who 
have been called by God for special 
purposes,” said Archbishop Chung.

“I invite you to work with a 
prayerful heart so that you may 
find comfort and grace in the 
presence of the Lord,” he said 
during Mass attended by about 
50 members of the organising 
committee of the SIGNIS World 
Congress.

The upcoming congress, which 
will be hosted by South Ko-
rea, will be held in person and 
on various platforms, including 
metaverse. — LiCAS News

Catholic media urged to help lead 
society in ‘direction of Gospel values’

JAKARTA: A Catholic group in 
Indonesia’s conflict-torn Papua 
province has provided journalistic 
training for seminarians so that they 
can report on events in remote ar-
eas where there is limited access for 
journalists.

The training by the Franciscans’ 
Secretariat for Justice, Peace and In-
tegrity of Creation on June 7-8 was 
attended by 28 seminarians from 
Merauke Archdiocese, Jayapura 
Diocese and Agats-Asmat Diocese, 
some of whom will spend the pasto-
ral year in parishes in remote areas.

They were instructed in new evan-
gelisation through social media, 
news and feature writing techniques, 
digital security and evangelisation 
through short videos.

Yuliana Langowuyo, the secre-
tariat’s executive director and one 
of the instructors, said the training 
targeted seminarians because of their 
vital role in the Papuan context who 
not only carry out their usual pastoral 
duties but are also expected to speak 
out on social issues.

It is based on their experience 
where pastoralism becomes the first 
source regarding events in remote ar-
eas that are difficult to access, includ-
ing by journalists, she said.

“They are our mainstay. We can 
get primary information from them, 
including a comparison with infor-
mation from the authorities and from 
pro-government media,” she said.

“So far I have only focused on re-
flecting on those issues in the context 
of my vocation. Now it helps me to 
make these problems a concern of 
many people by writing about them”

“If we wait for journalists to reach 
remote areas, then the narrative of 
injustice and other humanitarian 
problems that occur in communities 
will not be able to reach the public 
and policy advocacy will be more 
difficult.”

Langowuyo said they have con-
ducted similar journalistic training 
since 2015 with a limited number of 
participants from religious congrega-
tions, but this year was the first time 
that it involved three dioceses.

Victor Mambor, senior journalist 
and the founder of Jubi, a popular 
online news portal in Papua, remind-

ed seminarians that a problem Papua 
continues to face is the unequal dis-
tribution of information, especially 
regarding the struggles of people in 
remote areas.

“You can provide information ac-
cording to journalistic rules in the 
place where you serve,” Jubi quoted 
him as telling seminarians.

Elieser Duganata, 28, a seminarian 
from Agats-Asmat Diocese, said that 
although the time for this training 
was short, he found it very helpful to 
be able to identify issues in society 
that are important, have a broad im-
pact and need to be known by many 
people.

He gave an example of the prob-
lems of education, health and 
malnutrition in his diocese. —                       
ucanews.com

Church group turns Indonesian 
seminarians into reporters

Seminarians in Papua attend the journalistic training provided by Fransiscans’ 
Secretariat for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation June 7-8. (UCA News photo)

TEZU: A group of young peo-
ple from Tezu town in Arunachal 
Pradesh marked World Bicycle Day 
by promoting peace and the environ-
ment.

The 10-member youth group, cy-
cled from Krick and Bourry Memo-
rial School in Tezu to Demwe in Lo-
hit district and back, 20 kilometers, 
to campaign for peace in the world, 
and to spread awareness on the need 
to protect and preserve environment.

“There is this visible environment 
of hate everywhere. We ride today 
to create an environment of peace 
and campaign for the promotion 
and protection of the environment,” 
group leader Aaron Yun said at the 
start of the cycling.

The ride ended at the main market 
area in Tezu town.

“We are glad to join the rest of the 
world on this World Bicycle Day 

and we are happy that we rode for a 
purpose,” said Ronica Mepo, a bicy-
cle enthusiast.

“We need peace. The world needs 
peace now more than ever. The war 
between Russia and Ukraine has 
reached 100th day today (June 3)and 
there is no end in sight. We hope and 
pray that an atmosphere of love and 
peace comes to exist among human-
ity all over the world soon.”

The ride was part of a three-day 
event organised by the Youth Asso-
ciation of St Peter’s Parish Church, 
Tezu, to mark the double celebra-
tions of World Bicycle Day and 
World Environment Day.

With the youth spearheading the 
cause of peace and the protection of 
environment, there is hope for bet-
ter days to come, said parish priest, 
Fr Thomas Mani, at the end of the 
drive. — Matters India

Cycling for peace and the environment

The Arunachal youth commemorating World Bicycle Day with a mission.
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SEOUL: A Catholic group in South 
Korea has kicked off the second 
round of a campaign to raise funds 
for victims of the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine.

Bishop Timothy Yu Gyoung-
chon, auxiliary bishop of Seoul 
Archdiocese and chairman of One 
Body One Spirit (OBOS), said the 
group has launched a second fund-
raiser to support victims of the war 
who are facing hard times.

OBOS carried out its first cam-
paign from March 7 to April 30 
and donated funds equivalent 
to US$350,000 (RM154,000) 
for emergency relief operations 
through Caritas Ukraine. Another 
$100,000 (RM440,000) was sent 

for Ukrainian refugees in neigh-
boring countries through Caritas 
Czech Republic, Catholic Times 
of Korea reported.

The donations in the first cam-
paign came mostly from some 
4,455 individuals.

The second fundraising cam-
paign will run up to July 31.

Bishop Yu said the movement 
has been collecting funds through 
individual and institutional dona-
tions as the number of refugees 
from the Ukraine war surpassed 14 
million — eight million displaced 
internally and another six million 
who fled to other countries.

“We have provided emergency 
relief through the first fundraising 

campaign, but we feel people need 
more help due to the prolonged 
war,” the prelate said.

According to OBOS, the funds 
have been used for providing food, 
sanitation and daily essentials to 
up to 250,000 people in Ukraine 
along with the construction of tem-
porary shelters for displaced peo-
ple and child protection activities.

The group has also appealed to 
its international partners to raise 
funds for Ukrainian war victims.  

OBOS is hosting an exhibition 
and prayer campaign at its head-
quarters in Myeongdong Cathedral 
in Seoul to spread the message of 
peace in the world. — ucanews.
com

Korean Catholic group raises 
funds for Ukraine war victims

JAKARTA:  An Indonesian arch-
bishop has demanded that educa-
tion chiefs in Christian-majority 
Papua province explain why many 
teachers in a remote district are not 
turning up to teach in schools.

Dozens are staying away from 
schools in Merauke district with-
out having given any valid reason, 
according to Sacred Heart Arch-
bishop Petrus Canisius Mandagi of 
Merauke. 

“I visited Catholics in Kimaam 
and Ilwayab subdistrict between 
May 16-20 and many people com-
plained to me that many teachers 
were not teaching when they were 
supposed to be,” he said on June 6.

He said he had received many 
complaints from local people who 
said that in some cases children 
were not being taught at all. 

Many remote elementary schools 
in the district only have a couple of 
teachers, but parents were com-
plaining they were not at schools 
and were either fishing in rivers or 
moonlighting in Merauke city, ac-
cording to the archbishop.

“What’s going on? Where are 
these teachers? As I understand it, 
they are still drawing a salary every 
month," the prelate said.

According to the Education, 
Culture, Research and Technol-
ogy Ministry, the district has 318 
schools from elementary to senior 

high schools, with more than 100 
schools located in remote areas.

Judging by what he had been 
told, Archbishop Mandagi esti-
mated dozens of teachers were not 
doing their jobs.  

“I have asked the regent of Mer-
auke to warn local educational au-
thorities to take action because they 
are not supervising these teachers,” 
said Archbishop Mandagi.

He said education is vital for 
people’s futures so if the service is 
poor, this doesn't bode well for the 
young people of Papua. “Educa-
tion appears to be being destroyed 
because teachers are too lazy to 
teach their students,” he said.

The archbishop said he has asked 
the vicar general of his archdio-
cese to check on all teachers in lo-
cal Catholic schools. “Any found 
wanting will be dismissed because 
we need teachers who are fully 
committed," he said.

He called on the local education-
al authority to make regular visits 
to remote schools to make sure 
standards are being met. 

Romanus Mbaraka, the regent 
of Merauke, admitted the man-
agement of remote schools could 
be better. He said he would ad-
dress the problem in light of the 
archbishop’s comments. — By                      
Konradus Epa, ucanews.com

Indonesian archbishop rants 
against ‘lazy’ teachers in Papua

Two boys sit on swings in a playground in front of a destroyed residential 
building in the town of Borodyanka on June 7 amid the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. (UCA News photo)

MANILA: The Archdiocese of 
Manila has begun construction of 
Asia’s first-ever exorcism centre to 
address what it says is a growing 
number of possessions in the Phil-
ippines and to train budding exor-
cists in the region.

Building work on the St Michael 
Centre for Spiritual Liberation and 
Exorcism began on June 6 in the 
capital’s business district of Makati.

“This religious structure will be 
the first of its kind in Asia, if not 
the world. The centre will house the 

Archdiocese of Manila Commis-
sion on Extraordinary Phenomena, 
the Ministry of Exorcism Office, 
the Ministry on Visions and Phe-
nomena Office, and will serve as 
the headquarters of the Philippine 
Association of Catholic Exorcists 
(PACE),” Manila Archdiocese said 
in a Facebook post.

PACE is a group of Catholic ex-
orcist priests that falls under the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
the Philippines and is affiliated with 
the International Association of Ex-

orcists based in Rome, Italy.
Construction of the centre is be-

ing headed by Fr Jose Francisco 
Syquia, the archdiocese’s chief ex-
orcist.

“This centre will minister to 
those in bondage to the devil who 
are therefore the poorest of the poor 
and are usually overlooked,” he 
said.

The Filipino exorcist said a ris-
ing number of demonic possession 
cases was the inspiration for the 
archdiocese to build the centre.

“We’ve had a sharp increase 
in cases in the past three to five 
years,” Fr Syquia wrote in a 2021 
article without giving an estimated 
number.

The centre will include a chapel 
dedicated to Mary, the Mother of 
Christ, named as the Our Lady of 
the Angels.

It is hoped the centre will at-
tract priests from across Asia to 
study and to train how to be exor-
cists. — By Joseph Peter Calleja, 
ucanews.com

Philippines begins work on Asia’s first exorcism centre

Sacred Heart Archbishop Petrus Canisius Mandagi of Merauke is angry at the 
lack of action by education authorities in remote schools in his archdiocese. 
(UCA News Photo/Katharina R. Lestari)

Cardinal Jose Advincula and Fr Jose 
Francisco Syquia, chief exorcist of 
Manila Archdiocese. (UCA News photo)

HANOI: Thousands of children 
from a northern diocese in Viet-
nam have learned about catechism 
and religious vocations and played 
traditional games to mark Interna-
tional Children’s Day.

More than 3,000 children from 
99 parishes in Thai Binh Diocese 
attended a special gathering of the 
international Eucharistic Youth 
Movement held at the Bishop’s 
House in Thai Binh City recently. 

“All people have happy memo-
ries during their childhood, and 
today is a special day for us to en-
joy the spirit of childhood that is 
simple, joyful, honest, active and 
immaculate,” said Bishop Peter 
Nguyen Van De of Thai Binh.

Bishop De, who is active in of-
fering pastoral care to youths and 
people with physical disabilities, 
called on children to follow the 
shining examples of St Dominic 
Savio, patron of local altar boys, 
by being faithful to their Christian 

vocation and regularly attending 
Mass, and to live out the spirit of 
a synodal church by being in unity, 
solidarity and love.

During the event, with the theme 
“The Eucharist — the Source of 
Life,” participants in uniforms 
raised flags as they marched in 
groups of deaneries around the 
compound of the Bishop’s House 
and introduced their histories and 
developments to others. They per-
formed action songs, took part in a 
contest in catechism, the Bible, the 
Eucharistic Youth Movement and 
marriage.

They also competed in folk 
games, ate traditional food, learned 
about religious congregations 
based in the diocese, sang hymns 
and danced as well as offered flow-
ers in front of statues of Mother 
Mary and St Savio before attend-
ing a Mass celebrated by Bishop 
De and joined by 40 priests. — 
ucanews.com

Major ceremony marks 
Children’s Day in Vietnam

Eucharistic Youth Movement members raise flags while marching around the 
compound of the Bishop’s House in Thai Binh on June 1. (UCA News Photo/ 
giaophanthaibinh.org)



VATICAN: US Cardinal Kevin J. Farrell 
(pic), prefect of the Dicastery for Laity, the 
Family and Life, will chair the Vatican’s 
new Investment Committee, the Vatican 
press office announced.

The committee, which was established 
by Pope Francis in his apostolic consti-
tution reforming the Roman Curia, will 
be comprised of four experts in the field 
of financial investments from around the 
world, the June 7 announcement said.

The members include: Jean Pierre Casey, 
founder of RegHedge in the United King-
dom; Giovanni Christian Michael Gay, di-
rector of Union Investment Privatfonds in 

Germany; David Harris, portfolio manager 
of Skagen Funds in Norway; and John J. 
Zona, chief investment officer at Jesuit-run 
Boston College in the United States.

According to the constitution, Praedi-
cate Evangelium (Preach the Gospel), the 
Investment Committee is responsible for 
“ensuring the ethical nature of the Holy 
See’s movable investments according to 
the social doctrine of the church and, at 
the same time, their profitability, adequacy 
and risk.”

The committee members, the constitu-
tion states, are appointed for a five-year 
term. —By Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

Colombians 
urged to 
consider the 
common good 
in election
BOGOTÁ: Colombia’s bishops are urg-
ing voters to make informed decisions and 
leave their emotions at home as they head 
to the polls in mid-June to choose a new 
president.

The South American country is holding 
the final round of its presidential election 
June 19. Church leaders are trying to in-
crease voter participation in what they say 
is an effort to help citizens overcome apa-
thy toward social problems and strengthen 
democracy.

While the bishops’ conference has 
steered clear of supporting any candidate, 
it is urging Colombians to think about the 
“common good” and to vote for whom-
ever they believe has the best plan to help 
the nation of 50 million people overcome 
problems such as poverty and drug-related 
violence.

“We are calling on communities to vote 
with their minds and not their hearts” said 
Bishop Hugo Torres Marin of Apartado in 
northwest Colombia. “We must stop the 
emotions that are elicited on media net-
works or on social media from influencing 
our choices.”

The election will pit leftist senator Gus-
tavo Petro against Rodolfo Hernandez, a 
77-year-old construction magnate, who has 
staged most of his campaign through social 
media.

Petro, a former rebel, is attempting to 
become the first left-wing president in the 
nation’s history and has promised to in-
crease the state’s role in the economy, with 
government jobs for people who can’t find 
work and greater corporate taxes to expand 
welfare programmes, including pensions 
for the elderly.

Hernandez has promised to tackle cor-
ruption and wasteful government spending, 
which he says is hurting poverty reduction 
programs. He also has said he will offer re-
wards to citizens who denounce corrupt of-
ficials and promised to turn the presidential 
palace into a museum as part of a plan to 
cut the luxuries enjoyed by public servants.

The candidates are aspiring to govern 
the third most populous country in Latin 
America, which is also a close US ally and 
has received more than $11 billion (RM48 
billion) in aid from the US government 
over the past two decades.

Much of that money has gone to fighting 
drug trafficking groups that continue to ex-
port cocaine to the United States.

Archbishop Luis Jose Rueda Aparicio 
of Bogotá, president of Colombia bishops’ 
conference, said the nation’s next president 
will have to address violence in rural ar-
eas where armed groups are fighting over 
territory abandoned in 2016 by the FARC 
rebel group following a peace deal with the 
government.

He also said that the nation’s next gov-
ernment must tackle deforestation and the 
growing gap between rich and poor, so that 
“all citizens” have access to education and 
basic services.

“The next president will have to be some-
one with a missionary attitude,” Archbish-
op Rueda Aparicio said. “Someone who 
can listen to people in different regions, 
knowing that he doesn’t have all of the so-
lutions and must dialogue with people to 
find them.” — CNS

HERALD June 12, 2022 WoRld 7

VATICAN:  Pope Francis had a poignant 
exchange with a young Ukrainian boy who 
asked him to visit Ukraine “to save all the 
children who are suffering there now”.

The conversation took place at the Vati-
can on June 4 where the Pope met with 160 
schoolchildren of various faiths participat-
ing in the programme “Treno dei Bambini,” 
Italian for “Children’s Train,” an initiative 
of the Pontifical Council for Culture in col-
laboration with the Italian state railways.

The request for Pope Francis to visit 
Ukraine came from a young Ukrainian boy 
named Sachar, who left Ukraine as a refu-
gee and now lives in Rome, according to 
Vatican Media.

“I do not have a question but a request: 
Can you come to Ukraine to save all the 
children who are suffering there now?” the 
boy asked.

“I am glad that you are here. I think a lot 
about the children of Ukraine, and for that I 
have sent some cardinals to help there and 
to be close to all the people, to the chil-
dren,” responded the Pope, who was seated 
in his wheelchair.

“I would like to go to Ukraine,” he con-
tinued. “I just have to wait for the moment 
to do it, you know, because it’s not easy to 
make a decision that can do more harm than 
good to the whole world.“

The Pope went on to say that “this com-
ing week I will be receiving representatives 
of the Ukrainian government, who will 
come to talk, also to talk about my possible 
visit there. Let’s see what happens.” 

June 3 marked the 100th day of the war 
in Ukraine. According to the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights, since Russia’s invasion began 
on Feb 24, 4,183 Ukrainian civilians have 

been killed, of whom 268 are minors. In 
addition, 5,014 people have been injured, 
including 427 minors.

The Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees estimates that 
nearly seven million refugees have fled 
Ukraine to neighbouring countries since 
the fighting started, and millions more have 
been displaced from their homes to other 
parts of Ukraine. — CNA

WARSAW: Poland’s Catholic bishops said 
that many Ukrainians “will not be able to 
survive” without continued help.

In a message issued on June 7, after their 
plenary meeting in Zakopane, southern Po-
land, the bishops said that Poles’ response 
to the arrival of more than three million ref-
ugees from Ukraine “deserves recognition.”

“They ask everyone to continue to help 
and show generosity towards our sisters 
and brothers who are still suffering because 
without help many of them will not be able 
to survive,” the bishops said.

Since Russia’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine on Feb 24, an estimated 3.9 million 
people have crossed the Poland–Ukraine 
border. Although the war is continuing, 
many Ukrainians have decided to return 
home.

A delegation of Polish bishops visited 
Ukraine on May 17-20. They met with lay-
people and Church leaders in the capital, 
Kyiv, and also travelled to the formerly oc-
cupied cities of Irpin and Bucha to pray for 
the Ukrainians murdered there.

“The bishops are stirred by the cruelty 
of the war, which brings suffering to many 
people; and the experience of violence, that 
destroys human lives, dwellings, life plans, 
and dreams,” they said in their June 7 state-
ment.

The bishops called for a “systematic ap-
proach” to helping the war’s victims both in 
Poland and Ukraine, saying “it is necessary 
that state institutions, local governments, 
NGOs, and parishes work together.”

During their plenary meeting, the bishops 

also discussed issues related to catechesis 
for children and adults, the Synod on Syno-
dality, and the conclusion of the Amoris La-
etitia Family Year.

The gathering was held on the 25th an-
niversary of St. John Paul II’s visit to Za-
kopane, a popular resort town at the foot 
of the Tatra Mountains. During a Mass, the 
bishops asked the Polish Pope to intercede 
for Poland in difficult matters and entrusted 
all Poles at home and abroad to his interces-
sion. — By Justyna Galant, CNA

‘Can you come to Ukraine 
to save all the children?’

Many Ukrainians ‘will not be able to survive’ 
without help

Pope Francis embraces a child during his meeting with participants in the Children’s Train 
initiative at the Vatican on June 4, 2022. (Vatican Media)

Poland’s bishops celebrate Mass in Zakopane on June 7, 2022. (EpiskopatNews via Flickr)

Cardinal Farrell to lead Vatican’s Investment Committee
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VATICAN: Pope Francis’s speech to mem-
bers of the Dicastery for Interreligious Dia-
logue on June 6 provided him with the oc-
casion to reiterate his appeal for dialogue, 
based on the acceptance of diversity and 
respect for the other, as the only alternative 
to the fragmentation and conflict we experi-
ence in the world today.

His words came in the wake of his urgent 
plea on Pentecost Sunday to government 
leaders to step back and avoid leading hu-
manity to ruin.

In his speech to the Dicastery and to its 
President, Cardinal Miguel Ángel Ayuso 
Guixot, which is holding its Plenary As-
sembly, the Pope recalled that the institu-
tion was established by Pope St Paul VI 
– as the “Secretariat for Non-Christians” 
in his Pentecost homily in 1964, during the 
Second Vatican Council.

His intuition, the Pope said, “was based 
on an awareness of the exponential devel-
opment of relations between people and 
communities of different cultures, languag-
es and religions — an aspect of what we 
now call globalisation.”

The forward-looking saint placed the 
Secretariat “in the Church as a visible and 
institutional sign of dialogue” with peo-
ple of other religions, Pope Francis noted, 
quoting from a 1968 speech by Paul VI to 
the Members and Consultors of the Secre-
tariat.

The Holy Father also rooted his words 
in the present, highlighting the fact that 
the new Apostolic Constitution, Praedicate 
Evangelium, on the Roman Curia, has just 

come into force, and this area of its service 
to the Church and the world has lost none 
of its relevance.

“Globalisation and the acceleration of in-
ternational communications make dialogue 
in general, and interreligious dialogue in 
particular a crucial issue.”

He upheld the theme of the Plenary — 
“Interreligious Dialogue and Conviviality” 
— which he said is fitting at a time when the 
whole Church wants to grow in synodality, 
to grow as a “Church of mutual listening 
in which everyone has something to learn”.

Pope Francis decried the fact that “our 
increasingly interconnected world is not as 
fraternal and convivial. Far from it!”

In this context, he reminded members of 
the Dicastery that interreligious dialogue 
must be realised through action, theological 

exchange and spiritual experience in order 
to promote among all people “a true  search 
for God”.

“This is your mission: to promote with 
other believers, in a fraternal and convivial 
way, the path of seeking God; considering 
people of other religions not abstractly, but 
concretely, with a history, desires, wounds, 
dreams,” he said.

“Only in this way can we build together a 
habitable world for all, in peace.”

Reflecting on the succession of crises and 
conflicts we witness, he noted that, “some 
try to flee from reality by taking refuge in 
private worlds, others confront it with de-
structive violence, but between selfish in-
difference and violent protest there is one 
option that is always possible: dialogue.”

The Pope described humanity as an im-

mense mosaic, “which is already beautiful 
in itself, but only together with the other 
tiles composes an image, in the conviviality 
of differences.”

This he said, means being able to imagine 
and build a happy future with the other.

“Conviviality echoes the desire for com-
munion that dwells in the heart of every 
human being, thanks to which everyone 
can talk to each other, projects can be ex-
changed, and a future together can be out-
lined,” he said.

He explained that conviviality unites so-
cially, but warned against the colonisation 
of the other, and the preservation of every, 
diverse identity.

“In this sense, [conviviality] has political 
relevance as an alternative to social frag-
mentation and conflict.”

Pope Francis concluded encouraging 
those present “to cultivate the spirit and 
style of conviviality in your relationships 
with people of other religious traditions: 
“we need it so much today in the Church 
and in the world!”

“Let us remember,” he said, “that the 
Lord Jesus fraternised with everyone, that 
He hung out with people considered sinful 
and unclean, that He shared the table of the 
publicans without prejudice. And always 
during a convivial meal. He showed Him-
self as the faithful servant and friend to the 
end, and then as the Risen One, the Living 
One who gives us the grace of universal 
conviviality.” — Vatican News

l See also Page 9

‘Dialogue is the alternative to 
fragmentation and conflict’

CZESTOCHOWA, Poland: Almost 200 
married couples from across Europe have 
gathered at the shrine of Our Lady of 
Częstochowa in Poland.

The spouses came not only from Poland 
but also from Ukraine, Belarus, Hungary, 
Slovakia, Germany, Norway, and Belgium 
for the June 4-5 pilgrimage led by the 
Teams of Our Lady.

The pilgrimage to the shrine that houses 
the revered icon of the “Black Madonna” 
marked the movement of married spiritual-
ity’s 20th anniversary in Poland.

The second day of the pilgrimage, Pen-
tecost Sunday, began with a reflection on 
the Word of God, followed by a moment 
of silence in which those present entrusted 
themselves and the movement to Mary.

Married couples from different countries 
then spoke, including Viktorija and Dimitrij 

Demedjuk, who had travelled from Odesa, 
a port city in war-torn southern Ukraine.

They said they had discerned that they 
needed to remain in Ukraine because “one 
can only be free in one’s own country.” 
They also explained how they offered sup-
port to those worst affected by the war.

“We return to Odesa filled with the Holy 
Spirit, smiles, warmth, peace that we re-
ceived here,” they said.

The pilgrimage, whose motto was “Fol-
low Jesus, My Son,” concluded with a Mass 
celebrated by Fr Marek Pluta, the spiritual 
adviser to members of the organisation’s 
Poland and Central Europe Super-Region.

In his homily, he recalled the words of the 
Fatima visionary Sr Lúcia: “The final battle 
between Christ and Satan will concern mar-
riage and the family. But Christ has already 
won.” — CNA

Married couples from across Europe 
pray at Marian shrine in Poland

Pope Francis accepts artwork during an audience with members of the Dicastery for Interreligious 
Dialogue at the Vatican June 6, 2022. (Vatican Media)

ROME: In a seemingly unprecedented 
move, the Vatican has asked a flourishing 
diocese in France to put a halt on priestly or-
dinations scheduled for the end of the month 
but gave no formal reason for the decision.

Dominique Rey, the bishop of the Diocese 
of Fréjus-Tolone where the ordinations were 
set to take place on the June 29 Feast of Sts 
Peter and Paul, announced the decision in a 
June 2 communique published on the dioc-
esan website.

In the note, Rey said that over the past 
few months Archbishop Jean-Marc Aveline 
of Marseille, the metropolitan overseeing 
the province, conducted a “fraternal visit” 
of the Fréjus-Tolone diocese at Rome’s spe-
cific request.

It is unclear why the Vatican requested the 

apostolic visitation of the diocese conduct-
ed by Aveline, who recently concluded his 
work there and is among the 21 new cardi-
nals named by Pope Francis.

When he gets the red hat in August, Ave-
line will be the first French residential prel-
ate to be made a cardinal during Francis’ 
pontificate.

“Alongside the many beautiful fruits 
of the proclamation of the Gospel and the 
mission of committed Christians — clerics, 
consecrated persons, and laity — in our dio-
cese, it was possible to discuss the questions 
that certain Roman dicasteries were asking 
about the restructuring of the seminary and 
the policy of welcoming people to the dio-
cese,” Rey said, speaking of the visitation. 
— Crux

A celebrating priest leads a Latin Mass at Rome’s ancient Pantheon basilica, in Rome, Italy,              
October 29, 2021. (Crux photo/Luca Bruno)

Suspension of ordinations in 
France an unprecedented surprise

Married couples gather in Częstochowa, Poland, June 4-5, 2022. (CNA photo/Equipes Notre-Dame)
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In our current context, interreli-
gious dialogue is an urgent activ-
ity that is necessary to consoli-

date religious and social cohesion in 
our world. It is a bold adventure to 
organise meetings, debates, events 
and conferences between different 
religious traditions with the aim of 
understanding each other and en-
riching their perspective on life. 

The time of religious quarrels has 
given way to sincere efforts for re-
ligious encounters. While combat-
ing isolationism on the one hand, 
interfaith discourse creates a sacred 
space for harmony and engagement 
as a community on the other. Based 
on study and insight, we will list 
some conditions and provisions for 
enhancing true interfaith dialogue.

Goodwill 
First, interreligious dialogue part-
ners must have patience and good-
will. Patience is helpful in dialogue 
with different people whose at-
titudes evolve through different 
stages without clear patterns; some-
times this involves elaborate words 
or dealing with idiosyncrasies. Pa-
tience is therefore needed. Creating 
openness, trust and freedom comes 
with time due to prejudices, igno-
rance, suspicion and complacency, 
as well as sociopolitical and cultural 
factors that impede true acceptance 
and understanding. 

Therefore, patience and goodwill 
will improve the process. Addition-
ally, it is through practicing dialogue 
that we learn and improve our abil-
ity to dialogue and hopefully bear 
fruit one day. Another reason for pa-
tience is that deliberations too often 
attempt to deal with many issues at 
once or vaguely without impartial-
ity, leading to confusion and dead 
ends.

Listening skills
Second, there is a need for delib-
erate and diligent listening to the 
other. Interfaith dialogue requires 
good listening skills. While the act 
of communicating and explaining 
can cause weariness, more difficul-
ties arise from poor articulation of 
meaning and belief systems. Never-
theless, it is important that partners 
in dialogue feel that they are being 
listened to carefully. Third, there is 
the need for a living relationship and 
contact with the believer of the other 
faith. 

Some elements need to be clari-
fied within the tradition; only a 
meeting at this level in the dialogue 
can verify the perspective of the 
other. Interfaith dialogue might re-
main only theoretical if this personal 
knowledge of a believer is neglected. 
Moreover, individuals who come to-
gether and are willing to share with 
one another will allow for a better 
mutual understanding of the project.

Solid and firm understanding 
of one’s religious tradition and 
openness to the other
Another necessary disposition for in-
terreligious dialogue consists of hav-

ing a solid and firm understanding of 
one’s religious tradition as well as an 
open attitude to learn from the other. 
A good knowledge is necessary to 
clearly explain and give the basis for 
one's belief and behaviour which are 
inspired by the rich resource of a sa-
cred text of the religious tradition, as 
well as to avoid the feeling of being 
threatened and resorting to a defen-
sive or aggressive attitude in case of 
challenge. 

Quite the contrary, as the danger of 
syncretism or dilution of one’s faith 
is avoided when one is well trained 
and informed about one’s own faith. 
Nevertheless, actors of interreligious 
dialogue must learn to understand 
the phenomenology of religions and 
have a contextual appreciation of 
their own religion, which includes 
the ability to be self-critical. Linked 
to this is an openness to truth in hu-
mility. Most religions are self-suffi-
cient in truth. Yet, in interreligious 
dialogue, it is necessary to be hum-
ble and open to seeing that religious 
doctrines and practices, and their 
understanding, can be enriched by 
listening and encountering other tra-

ditions. Each dialogue partner must 
humbly accept that the reality of re-
ligious truth or God is beyond his or 
her human religious understanding. 
Moreover, truth is a person, not a 
set of doctrines. People cannot com-
pletely grasp Jesus Christ. Even the 
Holy Spirit works in their hearts and 
in their religious traditions, although 
discretion and discernment are re-
quired to draw near to them.

Commitment and perseverance
In addition, commitment and per-
severance are essential for true dia-
logue. Many take to dialogue out of 
self-interest. As such, the fruit and 
the process become individual in-
stead of communal and institutional. 
Thus, true and fruitful interreligious 
dialogue requires a certain responsi-
bility and recognition on the part of 
the competent authority. 

The responsibility of their reli-
gious institution is necessary for 
the fruit of their exchange to reach 
all concerned. In some cases of ex-
pert dialogue, it is necessary for the 
hierarchy to designate a permanent 
group to work together periodically 

to build friendship and trust between 
them as they engage and meet.

Spirituality and prayer
Finally, there is room for spirituality 
and prayer to discern God's action 
and presence in interfaith encoun-
ters. Such spirituality encourages 
people to see the mystery of God 
in the presence and actions of re-
ligions in the world. Through the 
work of the Spirit, creation is slowly 
progressing towards its fullness and 
God is at work. It is only in prayer 
that contemplation allows partners 
to discover and admire the mystery 
of religious pluralism in the world. 
Interreligious dialogue, therefore, 
needs this mystical spiritual dimen-
sion to progress. Only in the mystery 
of God can full understanding take 
place. 

In conclusion, it is only in dialogue 
that better witness and peaceful co-
operation can take place. However, 
interreligious dialogue remains a 
challenge and a very difficult ter-
rain into which many have ventured, 
yet is still in its initial stage. — LCI 
(https://international.la-croix.com)

NIGERIA: The Cardinal Onaiye-
kan Foundation for Peace (COFP) 
non-governmental organisation has 
inducted 60 peace-ambassadors to 
build and strengthen the processes 
of social change in Nigeria and in 
other parts of Africa. 

“We can only resolve conflict 
through meaningful dialogue” 
Cardinal John Onaiyekan, retired 
Archbishop of Abuja Archdiocese, 
told participants at a graduation cer-
emony of the peace-ambassadors in 
Abuja, the nation’s capital, recently.

“Our faith in God also inspires 
and empowers us to launch into ac-
tion to do all we can for the good of 
our human environment, working 
with all men and women of good-
will, especially women and men of 
all faiths,” he said.

“We are therefore grateful to all 
who have joined us as partners in 
this noble task – and all who have 
been supporting and facilitating 
this work, both from abroad and at 
home" said the cardinal, one of Ni-
geria's most respected faith leaders 
and a passionate advocate for reli-
gious tolerance and inclusiveness, 
who in 2010 established COFP.
Cardinal Onaiyekan explained that 
the participants “have been empow-

ered, strengthened and positioned 
to engage in greater meaningful 
interfaith and peacebuilding actions 
across the African Continent.”

In her address, the Executive Di-
rector of COFP, Sr Agatha Chikelue, 
emphasised that, “Building peace in 
an environment where ethnic strife, 
bad governance, fanaticism, terror-
ism and insecurity predominate is 
both a personal commitment, with 
organisational efforts and key re-
sponsibility of government.”

She said that the COFP Fellow-
ship Programme “took a new di-
mension in 2021 by expanding its 

scope and horizon to other African 
countries which has made it a pan-
African programme with global 
solidarity.”

According to her, “the partici-
pants of the one year programme 
successfully emerged from the re-
quired 159 credit hours of study 
at the foundation and have helped 
with their community peace pro-
jects in their various states and 
countries.”

Sr Chikelue said that apart from 
the Nigerians who were in the ma-
jority, about 10 were from other 
African countries – Ghana, Liberia, 

Central African Republic, Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, Cam-
eroon, Kenya, Zambia, Somalia, 
Morocco and South Africa.They 
were from adherents of both Chris-
tian and Islamic faith groups. 

Speaking on behalf of the par-
ticipants, Clementine Nishimwe, a 
Rwandan and Lecturer at the Uni-
versity of Johannesburg, South Af-
rica, said that the programme has 
made them understand the impor-
tance of living in a peaceful envi-
ronment and commit to translating 
“dialogue into practical action”.

For Muhammad Musa, Chief 
Imam of Concordia College, Ad-
amawa State Council, the COFP 
Fellowship Programme “is an un-
forgettable experience because of 
the skills and knowledge I acquired 
which would help me to become a 
better leader.”

Reacting further on the impact 
of the programme, Abdulfata Em-
etuma who is the Grand Imam of 
Oguta in Imo State, Nigeria, noted 
that, “The moment we throw away 
that sense of universality, we are in 
trouble.”

The graduating participants re-
ceived two certificates from Nile 
and Veritas universities respective-

ly on Interreligious Dialogue, Con-
flict Transformation and Dialogue 
which qualifies them to bring peace 
to the grassroots as community 
leaders.

COFP recognises that most con-
flicts in Africa are symptoms of 
deeper structural problems arising 
from all manners of exclusion – re-
ligious, ethnic, political, economic, 
gendered – that can only be ad-
equately resolved through govern-
ance structures that are both ethical 
and just.

“COFP therefore strives to ad-
dress these challenges by, among 
other things, promoting ethical 
leadership, offering a space for 
faith leaders, citizens and political 
leaders at all levels to engage in 
discussions for peace and develop-
ment,” according to its website.

The foundation is driven by the 
principle of common good in line 
with the Social Teachings of the 
Catholic Church, the Nostra Aetate 
Declaration of the Second Vatican 
Council on Interreligious Dialogue 
and the UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs). — By Jus-
tine John Dyikuk and Denisia 
Ijeoma Okonkwo, LCI (https://                  
international.la-croix.com)

Five keys for true interreligious dialogue

Nigerian cardinal inducts 60 “ambassadors” to build peace, tolerance

True and fruitful interreligious dialogue requires a certain responsibility and recognition on the part of the competent 
authority. The responsibility of their religious institution is necessary for the fruit of their exchange to reach all concerned.

Cardinal John Onaiyekan handing over the certificate of participation to one 
of the participants, a nun. (Photo supplied)

As the Dicastery 
for Interreligious 
Dialogue holds its 
plenary assembly 

this week in Rome, an 
expert from Africa, 
FR PETER ONOJA, 

SMA explains why it’s 
urgent for Catholics 
to engage people of 

other faiths



VATICAN: Under the Code of Canon Law, 
reformed in 1983, there are two types of 
consistories of cardinals: ordinary and ex-
traordinary.

An extraordinary consistory is celebrated 
in particular cases and all the world’s cardi-
nals are called to take part.

An ordinary consistory takes place when 
the pope needs the cardinals’ counsel on 
some important (though routine) issue, or 
to give solemnity to a papal decision such 
as the approval of canonisations.

The last time Pope Francis summoned 
the cardinals to an extraordinary consistory 
was on Feb 12-13, 2015. Now that the new 
Vatican constitution has been published, the 
Pope is once again calling the cardinals to 
Rome for an extraordinary consistory.

The changing face of the College of 
Cardinals
It is the closing of a circle. The 2015 gather-
ing was held before the consistory for the 
creation of new cardinals. The extraordi-
nary consistory on Aug 29-30, dedicated 
to discussion of the constitution Praedicate 
evangelium, will also take place after a con-
sistory for the creation of new cardinals.

Pope Francis has only called one other 
extraordinary consistory since his election 
in 2013. The meeting on Feb 22, 2014, 
was focused on the family. It began with 
a speech by the German theologian Cardi-
nal Walter Kasper that served as a baseline 
for discussions at the 2014-2015 Synods of 
Bishops on the Family.

Between 2015 and 2022, many things 
changed. First of all, in the College of Car-
dinals. By 2015, Pope Francis had created 
15 cardinal electors and five non-electors. 
In later consistories, he created 73 other 
cardinals, including 48 electors. The face 
of the College of Cardinals has profoundly 
altered in recent years.

After the August consistory, there will be 
132 cardinal electors and 62 per cent will 
be cardinals created by Pope Francis. Many 

of them have not had the opportunity to talk 
to each other. “In the event of a conclave, I 
wouldn’t know who sits next to me,” com-
plained a cardinal created during a past 
pontificate.

Meanwhile, Pope Francis has moved for-
ward with a reform of the Curia that has also 
changed a lot over time. To understand the 
changes, we must go back to that extraordi-
nary consistory of 2015, in which 164 car-
dinals from all over the world participated.

The 2015 extraordinary consistory
Fr Federico Lombardi, then director of the 
Holy See press office, reported that the 2015 
extraordinary consistory began with a “very 
broad multi-voiced report” on economic is-
sues. Cardinal George Pell, then prefect of 
the Secretariat for the Economy, spoke, as 
did Cardinal Reinhard Marx, president of 
the Council for the Economy, and other fig-
ures involved in Vatican financial reform.

The next day, there was a report by the 
Council of Cardinals (then known as the 
C9) on curial reform and also an address on 
the internal coordination of the Curia. Car-
dinal Seán O’Malley then spoke about the 

Pontifical Commission for the Protection of 
Minors, which had just been established.

In the ensuing years, Vatican financial 
reform took steps both forward and back, 
which mirrored the discussion at the 2015 
consistory. In fact, the financial autonomy 
of Vatican departments was discussed then, 
as well as which departments maintained 
a degree of independence because of their 
unique nature, such as the Secretariat of 
State and the Congregation for the Evange-
lisation of Peoples.

In the end, however, after much trial and 
error, Pope Francis continued briskly with 
the reforms he had in mind. And perhaps it 
was precisely the discussions of those days, 
which some did not hesitate to call “resist-
ance,” that convinced him of the need to 
pursue reform without consulting the wider 
College of Cardinals.

Fr Lombardi said that there had been “a 
certain consensus” on the possibility of a 
partial implementation of some specific as-
pects of the reform, “without waiting for the 
completion of the whole work.”

That’s exactly what happened. But the 
use of the consistory as a sort of “papal 

advisory board,” as the Pope had sought to 
do at the start of his pontificate, was sus-
pended.

The evolution of consistories
Consistories had a particular importance in 
the Middle Ages. They functioned at times 
as a governing body, as well as a court. Pope 
Innocent III even convened three meetings 
of the cardinals per week.

After Pope Sixtus V’s reform of the Cu-
ria in the 16th century, the consistories lost 
the weight of government. The cardinals 
assisted the pope in governing the Church 
instead through work in the Vatican congre-
gations, while consistories were convened 
to add solemnity to important moments in 
the Church’s life.

The consistory assumed renewed impor-
tance after the Second Vatican Council. 
Writing in the book Paul VI. I saw, I be-
lieved, Fr Gianfranco Grieco said that the 
Pope always wanted the cardinals gathered 
in a consistory to wait for him on his return 
from an international trip, to exchange first 
impressions of the visit with them.

John Paul II convened six extraordinary 
consistories during his almost 27-year pon-
tificate, discussing themes such as the re-
newal of the Curia, Church, and culture, the 
threats against life, and the challenge of the 
sects.

During these meetings, the cardinals 
seized the chance to get to know each other, 
talk to each other, and understand each oth-
er’s way of thinking. The gatherings were 
opportunities for exchange, not just for dis-
cussion. These have been lacking in the past 
seven years.

The extraordinary consistory in August, 
therefore, will have an impact on the next 
conclave. But what the cardinals have to say 
during the formal discussions is unlikely to 
carry much weight. The reform of the Curia 
has already been completed and promul-
gated; the cardinals can merely take note of 
it. — By Andrea Gagliarducci, CNA

Why this August’s extraordinary 
consistory of  cardinals is significant
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NIGERIA: It is striking to browse the web-
pages of major news outlets and not to see 
among the top news items — with a few ex-
ceptions — the dramatic massacre carried 
out in a Catholic church in Nigeria during 
Mass on Pentecost Sunday.

African media outlets have complained 
for decades of being on the margins of inter-
national attention, not only regarding trag-
edies but even especially all that is beautiful 
and positive on the continent. Theirs is not 
the lament of a victim, but a simple state-
ment of a reality: Africa’s humanity is dis-
regarded in favour of many hidden or overt 
interests for its natural resources.

The images of the massacre are horrific. 
No one can fully understand the evil that 
lashed out so ferociously on helpless peo-
ple praying on a feast day and took so many 
lives, with many children among the vic-
tims.

It is striking to see so much pain utterly 
neglected and to witness the indifference 
and lack of compassion in the face of those 
who suffer.

Pope’s care and concern for Africa
Pope Francis’ first appeal of his pontificate 
was for the Central African Republic, where 

he opened the Holy Door for the Jubilee of 
Mercy.

Since then, he has repeatedly urged eve-
ryone to open their hearts to the poor, the 
marginalised and those who are forgotten.

His first trip was to the Italian island of 
Lampedusa, to remember the many mi-
grants who dreamed of a better life but died 
because they did not find an outstretched 
hand to save them.

Forgotten wars and suffering
There are so many forgotten wars and cri-
ses, not only in Africa. Syria, Yemen, Af-
ghanistan, Myanmar, and Haiti come to 
mind, just to name a few.

Recalling those forgotten sufferings and 
thinking of this small Nigerian town—
Owo, the scene of Sunday’s massacre—the 
prophecy of Isaiah comes to mind when he 
says that one day all peoples will see the 
justice of God and every neglected city, 
every forgotten and abandoned person, will 
clearly behold the love of God our Savior:

You shall be called by a new name be-
stowed by the mouth of the Lord. You shall 
be a glorious crown in the hand of the Lord, 
a royal diadem in the hand of your God. No 
more shall you be called “Forsaken,” nor 

your land called “Desolate,” but you shall 
be called “My Delight is in her,” and your 
land “Espoused.” For the Lord delights in 
you, and your land shall be espoused. For as 
a young man marries a virgin, your Builder 
shall marry you; And as a bridegroom re-
joices in his bride so shall your God rejoice 

in you... “See, your savior comes! See, his 
reward is with him, his recompense before 
him.” They shall be called “The Holy Peo-
ple,” “The Redeemed of the LORD.” And 
you shall be called “Cared For,” “A City 
Not Forsaken.” (Isaiah 62) — By Sergio 
Centofanti, Vatican News

Nigeria Church attack: When suffering is overlooked

An ordinary public consistory at the Vatican. (CNA photo/catholicnews.org.uk via Mazur)

(Vatican News photo)
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SOUTHWARK, England: Approximately 
80 to 90 bishops, clergy and lay people who 
were part of the synodal consultation process 
in their dioceses met together in Southwark on 
June 8.

The National Synod Day was described by 
Canon Christopher Thomas, the General Sec-
retary of the Episcopal Conference of England 
and Wales, as an “important moment in the 
journey together as we review prayerfully the 
draft of the national Synthesis”.

‘Gathered in prayer’
Their day began with a moment of prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament using a prayer 
aid with reflections on the two icons of the 
Synod for a Synodal Church proposed in the 
Preparatory Document. Archbishop John Wil-
son, of Southwark, then celebrated Mass in St 
George’s Cathedral.

These two moments of prayer set the atmos-
phere for the day which, as noted in Canon 
Thomas’s letter of introduction, “falls between 
the Solemnities of Ascension and Pentecost 
and this moment of people with their bishops 
is like the pre-Pentecost Church” when the 
Apostles and the disciples of Jesus were gath-
ered in the Upper Room with Mary.

National Synthesis process
After lunch, the afternoon gave those who had 
worked on the diocesan Synod submissions 
the chance to review and discuss together the 
first draft of the National Synthesis.

This Synthesis represents over 700 pages 
of material the Bishops’ Conference received 
from dioceses, national organisations, uni-
versities, Catholic groups and individuals. A 
national synthesis team, composed of nine 
members, spent the month of May prayerfully 
reflecting on all the Diocesan Synod submis-
sions and crafting the first draft.

The group round table discussions took 

place in the Cathedral’s Amigo Hall, and were 
facilitated by Sr. Bernadette Reis from the Vat-
ican Dicastery for Communication. All present 
were able to provide their feedback about how 
the draft synthesis reflected their diocesan syn-
thesis, what they felt was missing, what they 
found surprising or disappointing, and topics 
needing further discernment and analysis.

The desire to continue growing in the syn-
odal process both at the diocesan and national 
levels was one point that emerged. One group 
expressed that now that the Church in Eng-
land and Wales has been through the synodal 
process, the need remains to “show and reveal 
how it is embedded and how it will go for-
ward.”

Unique window on the life of the Church
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of 
Westminster and President of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 
brought the day to a conclusion. In closing re-
marks, he said:

“In this upper room, seeking the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, we have had a unique win-
dow on the life of the Church in England and 
Wales – not complete, but a glimpse, a pano-

rama, that we rarely see drawn together in this 
way. We are learning the art of listening, the 
discipline of listening, which does not come 
naturally, but is something that requires self-
control and humility. We are learning that. 
This is a hugely important quality in the life 
of the Church which has not always been pre-
sent.”

Next steps
The National Synthesis Team will take this 
very valuable feedback and incorporate it into 
the first draft so as to produce a final draft. 
Their hope is to have a final draft by the end of 
June, at which point it will be available on the 
Episcopal Conference web site.

In the meantime, the Bishops will undertake 
a discernment to formulate their response for 
the synodal process that will be forwarded 
on, together with the National Synthesis, to 
be incorporated into the Regional European 
synthesis.

A Synod celebration was held on June 2, in 
Westminster Cathedral, at 10:30 to celebrate 
the conclusion of this phase of the synodal 
process in England and Wales. — Vatican 
News

National Synod Day for 
Church in England and Wales

NORMANDY, France: Members of St 
Peter’s Parish in Yvetot in the Diocese of 
Rouen (France) began meeting in late No-
vember for synodal discussions, focusing on 
the theme of “co-responsibility in mission”. 
Their contributions were added to those of 
other Catholics from Normandy and were 
part of the synthesis the diocese published 
on May 14.

“Being attentive to Catholics at the back 
of the church, people’s sufferings and re-
launching a strong missionary dynamic in 
the Church... The additions from the diocese 
go along with what I wanted to express,” 
said Vincent Hardouin, one of the lay par-
ticipants from Yvetot, after hearing the first 
reading of the text.”

In addition to this meeting, six synodal 
groups were formed in the parish. “I asked 
them to take up this matter on their own,” 
said Father Benoît Bréant, the pastor of St 
Peter’s. “If I had been invited to these meet-
ings, I would have declined the invitation 
because I did not want the presence of an 
ordained minister to impede their freedom 
of speech,” he said.

Maïté Massot, head of the diocesan team 
dedicated to the synodal process, said the 
active involvement of local Catholics was 
“important”. She said some 220 contribu-
tions were sent in, which included the par-
ticipation of more than 2,100 people. And 
that’s “a modest estimate”. “Nearly 90 per 
cent of the parishes – 47 out of 52 – sent 

us feedback. Being able to share like this 
was something totally new,” Massot said. 
But she pointed out that there was only a 
“weak participation” from people in the 30 
to 40-year-old age bracket.

Among the issues raised by those Catho-
lics who did get involved were the feeling 
of “not knowing each other” in vast rural or 
suburban parishes, the lack of social diver-
sity in communities, and concerns related 
to overworked or local priests, in addition 
to the risks of “excessive sacralisation” of 
these ordained ministers. Other issues in-
cluded a desire to strengthen the place of lay 
people and women in decision-making bod-
ies, the wish for better communication in the 
Church and a greater adaptation of liturgical 
times to today’s world.

“With its findings that are fairly consist-
ent with what we have felt for some years, 
there really weren't any surprises when we 
reviewed the document,” Massot continued. 
“While some feared a form of censorship, 
or were even afraid that their contribution 
would not be read, people seem to have 
found their thoughts in the text instead, ac-
cording to the first individual feedback that I 
received,” she said. “For me, there is indeed 
a reflection to be carried out around the place 
of the laity in the decision-making process-
es, as they only have an advisory role,” not-
ed Father Bréant, who also participated in 
the process with other priest-members of the 
diocesan presbyteral council. He expressed 

regret that “the difficulty with a synthesis 
is that expressions can appear there without 
their context, which can be hurtful – without 
it being deliberate – for those who read it, on 
one side or the other”. 

How do Catholics in the diocese envi-
sion the next step? Many concrete proposals 
emerged from the document. Chief among 
them was the desire to entrust parish teams 
with the mission of managing and animat-
ing communities and to rethink the initial 
and ongoing training of priests in the human 
sciences (to “aim for less authoritarianism”, 
“more proximity” with diverse popula-
tions). People also expressed the desire for 
a more convivial, less moralistic and a hum-
bler Church, especially in light of the sex           
abuse crisis. 

Another proposal was to devise “new 
ways of functioning for any council, includ-
ing the collegial power of decision”, and to 
institute, in case of conflict, “mediation bod-
ies” composed of clerics or laypeople who 
are “trained and external” to the parishes. 

Rouen’s Archbishop Dominique Lebrun 
in his opening address proposed to extend 
this synodal “discernment” with the help of 
councils, judging that “consultations will 
undoubtedly be necessary” in the first quar-
ter of next year. Until then, he encouraged 
the groups involved to “continue to advance 
along the path of the synod, not forgetting 
that mission is primary, communion indis-
pensable, and diversified participation nec-
essary”. — By Malo Tesca, LCI (https://
international.la-croix.com/)

For a synodal Church

communion l participation l mission

Round table discussions during National Synod Day. (Vatican News photo)

Opening Mass for the National Synod Day in St George’s Cathedral, Southwark. (Vatican News photo)

A “coherent synthesis”
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MUMBAI, India: When gangrene 
robbed Indian teacher Pratibha 
Hilim of her hands and feet three 
years ago, her dreams of returning 
to class gave her the strength to 
endure.

The 51-year-old now gives her 
lessons from home, wielding a 
pen or a stick of chalk strapped 
to her arm, for youngsters in a re-
mote community where opportu-
nities for education are scarce.

“I am a teacher, which means 
someone who cannot sit still but 
has to do something with children 
— teach them or be with them,” 
she said in sun-baked Karhe vil-
lage, a few hours’ drive east of 
Mumbai.

“I’ve loved children since my 
childhood and if I sit around doing 
nothing, I would be in a different 
world, thinking of what happened 
to me.”

Hilim came down with a fever 
in 2019 that was so severe she lost 
consciousness.

Doctors diagnosed her with a 
severe case of dengue fever and 
told her the onset of gangrene re-
quired the amputation of her right 
hand.

Within weeks, the infection 
forced surgeons to remove her 
other hand and both her legs be-
low the knee.

“When they amputated my first 
hand, I felt bad that I won’t be able 
to do anything further. I went into 

depression and did not speak to 
anyone for eight days,” she said.

With encouragement from her 
family during months of recupera-
tion, Hilim found purpose in a re-
turn to teaching.

She had worked for nearly three 
decades in a local primary school 
but in 2020, with schools shut 
during the coronavirus pandemic, 
she began giving lessons at home 
to children whose families did not 
have the money to pay for online 
learning.

Schools reopened earlier this 
year, but 40 children from the vil-
lage still come to Hilim’s home 
for regular classes.

“My children love to study,” 
said Eknath Laxman Harvate, 
a farmer and labourer, whose 
daughter is a regular student of 
Hilim’s.

Like many in Karhe, Harvate 
had to drop out of school and 
work as a teenager as his family 
did not have the money to support 
his education.

He said he wanted a better fu-
ture for his own children.

“We will educate her until she 
wants to,” Harvate said.

“I wish I had kept studying… 
I feel sad that due to problems at 
home I couldn’t continue and had 
to start farming.”

Hilim, like many of her stu-
dents, is an Adivasi — an um-
brella term for members of India’s 

indigenous tribal communities.
Adivasis around the country are 

subject to entrenched discrimina-
tion and their geographic isola-
tion has left them without a share 
of the spoils of India’s booming 
economy.

Many families in Karhe are com-
pelled to pull their children out of 
the classroom so they can work to 

boost meagre household incomes.
“Once they can read and write, 

that is enough, meaning the chil-
dren are ready to work in the 
fields,” Hilim said.

But Hilim, who is now waiting 
for prosthetic limbs to be fitted, 
wants to push children to keep 
learning and choose their own 
destinies.

She says her own struggle to re-
turn to class is a testament to the 
power of resolve.

“I thought that with no limbs I 
was nothing, but then I made my 
mind firm,” she said.

“I decided that I can do every-
thing and will do everything.” — 
By Agence France Presse, LiCas 
News

Teaching helped me survive, says 
Indian quadruple amputee

NAIROBI, Kenya: Catholic en-
vironmental activists participat-
ing in the Laudato Si’ Move-
ment in Africa matched their 
words with actions, mounting 
clean-up efforts and educational 
programmes as part of the ob-
servance of World Environment 
Day.

Working a short distance from 
grazing African buffaloes, the 
activists cleared debris and un-
wanted plants in Nairobi Nation-
al Park outside of Kenya’s capital 
and the nearby Mbagathi River.

“We want to make sure that our 
parks do not have any waste such 
as plastics and anything else that 
should not be there,” said Papa 
Prince, programme manager for 
the Laudato Si’ Movement in Af-
rica.

The movement is a global com-
munity of Catholics tackling the 
climate change crisis.

“This is a call for all of us who 
really love the parks around the 
city, to maintain cleanliness and 
safety for each one of us, and 
wildlife. That which should not 
be inside the park should be 
somewhere elsewhere,” he said.

World Environment Day fell 
days after Catholics worldwide 
observed Laudato Si’ Week, 
which marked the seventh anni-
versary of Pope Francis’ encycli-

cal on the environment and inte-
gral human development.

“In Laudato Si’ Week, as Cath-
olics, we look at how we are dis-
posing of our waste. We ask, are 
we disposing in a manner that is 
harmful to the nature, harmful to 
the animals? Are we disposing 
of waste the way it should be?” 
Prince said.

The work allowed participants 
better understand that earth is 
the home of diverse animals and 

plants, and that people are called 
to care for the planet.

“The week is a call on all of 
us to clean the Mother Earth, to 
clean our minds, to clean our ac-
tions so that everything we have 
is in line with what God asks us,” 
Prince said.

Isaiah Kilerai, an environmen-
tal advocate from the Catholic 
University of Eastern Africa in 
Nairobi, said his actions in the 
park reminded him and other 

young people of their responsi-
bility to protect the earth.

“We only have one earth as 
our home, which we are called 
to protect. There are several is-
sues which we need to tackle, but 
I think plastic waste is the most 
troubling. For me, it is the big-
gest crisis in the world today,” 
Kilerai said.

In Kenya, the Laudato Si’ 
Movement partnered with organ-
isations and individuals involved 

in recycling various types of 
waste materials to create reusable 
products.

Elsewhere, the Zambia chap-
ter of the movement organised 
television shows to sensitise 
the public on issues of environ-
mental protection. In Burundi, 
Laudato Si’ Movement activists 
joined with Caritas Burundi and 
the country’s Catholic bishops to 
clean parishes.

Catholic activists and environ-
mental conservationists in Ugan-
da continued a campaign to stop 
construction of a 900-mile pipe-
line carrying oil from the coun-
try’s oil fields to an Indian Ocean 
port in Tanzania. The activists 
said a leak in the East African 
Crude Oil Pipeline would grave-
ly harm eastern Africa’s environ-
ment, wildlife and water sources 
and damage the livelihoods of lo-
cal communities.

Catholic bishops in Uganda 
planned to discuss the pipeline 
during a meeting later in June.

Bishop Robert Muhiirwa of 
Fort Portal, Uganda, vice chair-
man of the Uganda bishops’ 
conference, said the matter was 
important enough for the bish-
ops to address, The Independent 
magazine reported. He said Pope 
Francis’ encyclical would guide 
the bishops’ discussion. — CNS

Catholic environmental activists practice what they preach

In this photo taken on May 26, 2022, primary school teacher Pratibha Hilim shares a light moment with her students 
during a class at her home in Karhe, some 130 kilometres north of Mumbai. (LiCas News photo/Indranil Mukherjee)

Youth with the Catholic Youth Network for Environmental Sustainability Africa work at a demonstration site in central 
Kenya. (NCR photo/CYNESA Allen Ottaro)
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The only home we have
On May 28, the Laudato Si’ Ministry 

was finally launched at my parish, the 
Cathedral of St John the Evangelist in Kuala 
Lumpur. Parishioners who attended the launch 
were passionate about the environment and 
shared how they have made lifestyle changes 
that were eco-friendlier, such as reducing 
waste, planting vegetables and becoming 
vegetarian. In spite of many people making 
sustainable lifestyle choices, there are many 
others too who choose to be unfriendly towards 
the environment, and refuse to make a change.

Making a change
Whenever I share with people around me, on 
the importance of caring for the planet, and 
suggest eco-friendly tips such as bring their 
own food containers when doing take aways, 
many of them will roll their eyes. Over the 
weekend, a friend shared with me that one of 
her colleagues had asked why she takes the 
trouble to lead an eco-friendly lifestyle when it 
is more convenient to throwaway stuff, without 
having to think what will happen to the items 
after they have been discarded.

In reality, living an eco-friendly lifestyle 
is inconvenient and a hassle. Imagine always 
having to bring your own bag whenever you 
go grocery shopping, and always having to 
bring food containers, in case you suddenly 
want to ‘tapau’ food. For certain people, it 
would certainly be more convenient to do take 
aways using plastic containers, plastic utensils 
and plastic bags provided by the eatery, and 
then throw everything away once the food 
has been consumed. However, in spite of the 
inconvenience and hassle, why do certain 
people choose to live an eco-friendly lifestyle? 

Answer: Ecological conversion.

Ecological Conversion
Two incidents that happened in 2015 
heightened my awareness on the deplorable 
state of our environment that caused me to 
reflect on its fragility. Coincidentally, 2015 was 
also the year when Pope Francis released his 
encyclical letter, Laudato Si’ mi Signore on care 
for our common home.

The first incident happened when I visited 
Pulau Tidung, an island located relatively close 
to Jakarta, capital city of Indonesia. When I 
arrived on the island by boat, I was happy to 
see clear waters and a small school of fish at the 
jetty. The next day, I rented a bicycle and cycled 
to the other side of the island, hoping to take a 
dip in the clear waters. When I arrived there, 
the waters were indeed clear, especially under 
the bright afternoon sun. But to my dismay, the 
whole beach was littered with plastic bottles, 
food wrappers and polystyrene containers. 
Imagine a beach with white sand and crystal-
clear waters, but marred with rubbish covering 
the entire beach. No one would want to swim 
in such a condition. I was disappointed that 
an island as beautiful as Pulau Tidung did not 
have a proper waste management system.

The second incident was the haze of 2015 that 
many of us remember with contempt. During 

the COVID-19 pandemic, we kept ourselves 
safe from the virus by staying physically apart 
from each other, and by sanitising our hands 
regularly. However, in the case of the haze, 
nobody could escape from its clutches. We 
stayed indoors, closed all windows and doors 
and installed air purifiers. But yet, we could 
still smell the cinders. Each time I went to the 
office or to get groceries, my lungs fought for 
clean air under the N95 masks that we had to 
wear each time we come out into the open. 
Absolutely no outdoor sports were allowed 
during that time. The haze was one of the most 
miserable times as I felt suffocated, trapped and 
there was nothing I could do to escape from it. 

The rubbish problem on Pulau Tidung 
and the haze of 2015 made me come to a 
deeper realisation that we are all part of the 
environment, and anything that effects the 
environment affects us all. Until and unless we 
develop a love and respect for God’s beautiful 
creation, we will not be moved to change our 
habits into sustainable lifestyle choices. In 
fact, we will continue with our throwaway 
culture, continue polluting the environment 
and continue creating waste. 

Climate change a threat to humanity
We have been told that climate change 
is the biggest threat facing humanity. 
Extreme weather changes have caused 
intense floods, heat waves, melting glaciers 
and rising sea levels that destroy our homes 
and wreak havoc on our livelihood. Here in 
Malaysia, we have already seen the effects 
of climate change during the devastating 
floods that hit different parts of the country 
in December last year. And we will continue 
to see more effects of climate change if 
we don’t have an ecological conversion 
and change our habits and lifestyle. If 
humankind wants to remain around for 
many more years, we all must play our part 
in caring for our common home – the only 
home we have.

(To be continued in my next column)

l Julie Lim Seet Yin believes that a 
satisfied life measured by one’s heart, 
mind and soul is better than a successful 
life measured by worldly yardsticks. She 
can be reached at: limseetyin@gmail.com

The language of touch
My 14-year-old asked how come, though 

I came from parents who were reticent 
about hugging and other physical gestures 
of affection, I turned out to be so tactile? I 
told her, “How you were brought up should 
not have to dictate how you want to continue 
growing, and the values you choose to es-
pouse.” 

Many of us may be familiar with the con-
cept of nature versus nurture, which is a per-
son’s genetic physical and personality traits 
(nature) versus the upbringing one received 
(nurture). This line of thinking says that cer-
tain things about a person are changeable and 
malleable, while others are more permanent 
or fixed. This may mean an inherently quiet, 
introspective child may possibly continue 
to remain more of an observer, and less of a 
talker despite being immersed in speech and 
drama classes, and encouraged to join the de-
bate team.

My nature is an effusive one. I have always 
been bold, brash and out-there. As a kid I had 
opinions when most Asian children weren’t 
supposed to. It may have been partly due to 
my mother. Respectable Chinese lady that she 
was, she was not unaware of the need to pro-
tect (not shelter, mind you), her overweight 
daughter from rude looks and unspoken 
judgement. I recall one time she said loudly 
enough for the onlooker to hear, “That person 
is staring at you. Stare back and see if they 
like it!” Of course I was mortified then. No 
fat kid wants to take down a judgmental adult. 
But the seeds were sown, and every time poor 
mum asked me exasperatedly why I had to be 
so tenacious about things, I would say that she 
put me down that path. 

Her teaching me to stand up for myself also 
taught me that it was okay to ask for things 
I needed. And way back, one of the things I 
craved was physical affection. Brought up on 
the wholesomeness of American TV past, sit 
coms like Small Wonder, Family Ties and the 

Cosby Show made me crave the hugs I saw so 
freely given. Back then, all my stiff-lipped dad 
could muster was a pat on the head. Grandma 
would stroke my arm and hair when urging 
me to get up for school in the morning, but 
that was the extent of it. Though I know my 
parents heard me, it was not in them to be able 
to give me that which I craved. And so I had to 
make it happen myself. 

I knew, even before I understood the chemi-
cal workings of oxytocin, that hugs were good. 
Not the stiff, unpracticed hugs of Sheldon 
Cooper from Big Bang Theory, but the real, 
from-the-heart-out kind of hugs that envelop a 
person, and for the briefest of moments, pro-
vides a safe place for the one held. And so I 
put into the world what I sought to get out of 
it. I embraced the hurt, the grieving, the bereft 
and the broken. I held when people were too 
afraid to, and I found in that a minor charism. 

In doing this I also discovered the tactility of 
Jesus. The Jews and the Chinese have a hands-
off culture in common. They aren’t overly ex-
pressive people. There is a rigidness in them 
that stems not from coldness but propriety. A 
formal race, they are bound by patterns of de-
corum in life, work, and especially worship. 
That is why the oddity that is me, was drawn 
to the oddity that was Jesus in His time. 

In a time of ritual sprinkling and ablutions, 
he was rubbing spit paste on a blind man’s 
eyes (John 9:6), sticking unwashed fingers 
into a deaf man’s ears (Mark 7:33), and touch-
ing lepers (Mark 1:41). Jesus got into each 
needy person’s physical space and gave them 
first a tactile encounter with Himself before 
He gave them healing. 

Imagine if you can, an existence without 
any human contact whatsoever. Lepers in bib-
lical times lived a wretched experience. Os-
tracised, they were not allowed to be within a 
certain proximity of public dwellings. Forced 
to live on the outskirts of any encampment or 
village, they were not able to work or trade 

because of the high transmissibility of lepro-
sy. To come near someone was prohibited, so 
these outcasts lurked on the fringes of domes-
ticity, poor in the economic sense, but more 
painfully, poor in spirit, from not having the 
benefit of human touch and affection. 

Coming from a place of such emptiness, I 
can imagine it took very little for lepers to cry 
out to the passing Jesus for healing. Having 
lived in degradation for much of their lives, 
they did not think much of abasing them-
selves by calling out loudly for help from a 
person whom they thought could help them. 
And Jesus never said no, though He was well 
within His right to refuse. 

Leprosy, in those superstitious times, was 
seen not only as a disease. Many believed that 
it was also spiritual punishment; an outward 
sign of rebuke for some sin committed by 
the leper or his ancestors. The Jewish word 
for leprosy is ‘tzaraat’ (or zara’at), meaning 
‘skin disease’. However, ‘tzaraat’ also trans-
lates to ‘smite,’ meaning to come under God’s 
punishment or judgement. Who was to come 
between a leper and his God-imposed punish-
ment? Only the Son of God. 

Today there are very few active cases of 
Hansen’s disease, as leprosy is known medi-
cally. Medication allows the rare patients of 
this disease to live normally, during and after 
treatment. And yet, more than ever, our com-
munities, Church and world is seeing a profu-
sion of social lepers. People whose only in-
firmity is the lack of good decision making. 
Alcoholics who have lost everything in the 
downward spiral into drink dependency; sub-

stance abusers who self-medicate to dull inner 
pain; young people who cut and mutilate to 
mirror the anguish of fractured spirits. 

The lepers of today are blemish-free. They 
live within the fabric of society, and yet, our 
backs continue to turn on them out of fear, 
lack of understanding, the inability to connect 
with a person in so much pain, for the unwar-
ranted fear that their pain may transmit some-
how to our much easier lives. These are the 
ones Jesus exhorts us to seek and find. 

And when we find them, we are to embrace 
them. By Jesus’ example, we are not to ad-
dress them from a safe distance, but rather, 
close the gap of the inequality of love, solidar-
ity and belonging, and draw the sufferer into 
our communities of familial love and support. 

While not all our Malaysian friends may be 
open to the physicality of an embrace, spiritu-
al embraces will make the difference between 
someone being treated like an outcast, and be-
ing made to feel that their life has value, no 
matter how tragic or fractured their journeys 
have been. 

The flipside about either a physical expres-
sion of love, or a spiritual one, is that it is im-
possible to bring change to someone without 
being changed yourself in the process. Just last 
week, after spending the night at her grandfa-
ther’s house, I watched as my taciturn father, 
that stiff, formal man who could not even hug 
me at graduation, take my teen into his arms 
and press a kiss on her head. 

“Wow, Pops! I thought you didn’t hug?” 
My dad looked at me over her head and said, 
“Conversion is sometimes a long process. But 
it teaches us never to give up.” 

l Karen-Michaela Tan is a poet, writer and 
editor who seeks out God’s presence in the 
human condition and looks for ways to put 
the Word of God into real action. You can con-
nect with her at: karenmichaelatan@gmail.
com
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(Unsplash/Anh Vy)
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“Rising: Learning from Women’s Lead-
ership in Catholic Ministries” by Caro-
lyn Y. Woo. Orbis Books (Maryknoll, 
New York, 2022). 272 pp., $21.

The conversation around women’s lead-
ership in the Catholic Church usually 

follows a predictable direction. Citing the 
closure of the priesthood to women, many 
argue that the Church does not believe its 
own theology about the equal dignity of men 
and women, nor does it value or trust women 
with real decision-making and responsibility.

Carolyn Woo, retired president and CEO 
of Catholic Relief Services, takes this mis-
perception head-on in her new book, Ris-
ing: Learning from Women’s Leadership in 
Catholic Ministries. It is a text that makes 
the case that a Roman collar is not neces-
sary for leadership by weaving together the 
church’s theology, personal anecdotes and 
testimonies of Catholic women in an array 
of leadership positions.

Yet Woo’s book is not a pie-in-the-sky 
manifesto about how women are empow-
ered wholesale by the institutional church, 
nor does it gloss over real, pressing areas for 
improvement.

Instead, it is an honest look at the expe-
rience of women who hold leadership posi-
tions — including the opportunities they’ve 
been given and the challenges they face in 
predominantly male spaces — as well as a 
plea to invest in the next generation of wom-
en who are disaffiliating from the church in 
record numbers.

Woo’s book is aptly titled for two reasons: 
It draws upon lessons she and others have 
learned from holding positions of author-
ity. Second, it could easily serve as a refer-

ence guide for those who oversee or employ 
women in leadership positions or for newly 
hired female leaders.

Since she is the former dean of the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame’s Mendoza College of 
Business and a woman who holds a doctorate 
in strategic management, it’s no surprise that 
Woo’s book is meticulously organised. In an 
attempt to make a broad topic like women’s 
leadership digestible, Woo offers the reader a 
four-part guided tour through the landscape.

Part I tackles several broad topics: mis-
conceptions about women’s leadership, such 
as those that posture that there are no mean-
ingful opportunities to lead or that church 
teaching does not affirm the need for women 
leaders; attributes of Catholic women lead-

ers, most notably their care and concern for 
their staff as people and their deep desire to 
be of service; and the challenges that women 
face in positions of authority and responsi-
bility, usually as outsiders.

Any woman who has been in this position 
will relate to Woo’s stories about learning 
male modes of communication and her deci-
sion to humbly but strategically deploy male 
subordinates to move things down the field.

In Part II, Woo draws heavily from her 
own experience in the classroom and work-
place by detailing the capacities she believes 
are necessary for leadership. Here she high-
lights just how valuable are female lead-
ers who bring both a faithful commitment 
to Catholicism and real-world knowledge 
and skills across a breadth of industries and 
fields.

In Parts III and IV, Woo offers the 
stage to 16 other women leaders who share 
personal testimonies about work that they 
do for the church, why they do it and what 
it looks like. The contributions are compel-
ling for their variety as well as their honesty. 
The challenges are real: pastors dismissing 
young, bold women leaders for “not being 
matronly enough” to do church work; bal-
ancing the needs of family with professional 
aspirations; having to learn to fundraise on 
the fly.

Though the women represent fields from 
health care to communications to manage-
ment, and though they prioritise different 
parts of the Church’s mission, they are all 
are deeply motivated and filled with abiding 
hope in the Church and the person of Jesus 
Christ.

Woo’s assessment of the current landscape 

of women’s leadership is fair and balanced. 
She commends the Church, especially the 
last three popes, for teaching and advocating 
for women’s leadership.

But she is also frank with what’s missing: 
“The obstacle lies in the lack of change. In-
ertia is fed by feeble challenges to current 
structures and the passive foot dragging that 
cripples substantive action behind inten-
tions.” In other words, a little less conversa-
tion, a little more hiring.

In making this case, she does part ways 
with Pope Francis who says that there is still 
a need for a renewed “theology of women” 
and expresses some frustration at St John 
Paul II’s writings on the “feminine genius” 
for elevating women in such a way that un-
dercuts the need to simply get them to the 
decision-making table.

But given Pope Francis’ most recent “motu 
proprio” decoupling sacramental ordination 
from certain areas of Vatican governance, 
and in light of sweeping cultural changes 
and confusion about what it means to be a 
woman, perhaps a modest addendum is in 
order for a future publication.

All in all, “Rising” is a thorough assess-
ment of women’s leadership in the Catholic 
Church, from what is taught to what is lived. 
It will serve women leaders and their male 
counterparts for years to come. — By Elise 
Italiano Ureneck, CNS

l Ureneck is a communications profes-
sional who served as the executive director 
of communications for The Catholic Uni-
versity of America and was the founding 
executive director of the Given Institute, 
a nonprofit dedicated to the formation of 
women leaders for the Catholic Church. 

Women’s leadership in Church as taught, lived

IIf we genuinely trust scripture, our own 
experience, and our own sanity, we can 
only conclude that God has a sense of 

humour, and a robust and sneaky one at 
that.  Where’s the evidence?  

A generation ago, Peter Berger wrote 
a remarkable little book entitled, A Ru-
mour of Angels. Unlike Aquinas, Anselm, 
Descartes, and a number of renowned 
philosophers, he didn’t try to “prove” the 
existence of God through logic and argu-
mentation. Rather, he simply examined a 
number of very ordinary human experi-
ences and pointed to what’s hidden inside 
and behind the walls of those experiences. 
For instance, when a mother soothes and 
calms a frightened child at night, assur-
ing the child that there is nothing to fear, 
she does this in good faith only because at 
some deep level she intuits that ultimately 
everything is all right. In effect, uncon-
sciously, she is praying a Creed.

Now, one of the experiences Berger 
highlights is the experience of humour. 
Here’s his thesis: no matter how oppres-
sive and dire the circumstance, human 
beings always have the capacity to make 
light of it, to view it through the prism of 
irony and humour. For example, martyrs 
have joked with their executioners and, 
no doubt, there was some banter, sarcasm, 
irony, and bitter humour at times inside 
extermination camps. The fact that people 
can do this, and do in fact do it, shows that 
there is always something transcendent in-
side us, something over which no human 

oppression has power, something that sets 
us above any situation within which we 
find ourselves. Our sense of irony and hu-
mour manifests that something in our soul 
sets us above anything that can beset us.

And, this can have its source in only one 
place, inside of the Creator who made us. 
Thus, not only must God have a sense of 
humour, humour must be something inher-
ent within the nature of God, since humour 
is good and God is the author of all that is 
good.

There’s a school of classical philosophy 
that believes God has four transcendental 
properties. God, it teaches, is One, True, 
Good, and Beautiful – to this we can add, 
Humorous. Moreover, this can be inferred 
from more than just the fact that some-
times we sense that hum or manifests our 
transcendence within a given situation. 
More importantly, we can infer that hu-
mour has some godliness from examining 
the component parts of love. God is love, 
and humour is undeniably an important 
part of love.

When the classical Greek philosophers 
defined love, they highlighted a number of 

components within it, namely, erotic at-
traction, obsession, friendship, pragmatic 
arrangement, and altruism. However, 
they also highlighted another component, 
playfulness/banter/humour. How insight-
ful. Humour along with healthy banter and 
playful teasing are part of the grease that 
enables us to sustain relationships long 
term, despite the inevitable over-familiari-
ty, hurt, disappointment, and boredom that 
beset even the most loving relationships. 
Humour helps make it all work. Thus, 
since it is an innate part of love, it is an 
innate part of God.

Sadly, we don’t often picture God that 
way. Christianity, Judaism, and Islam have 
this in common. We all picture God as 
male, celibate, solemn – and humourless. 
How might we picture God differently?

If you were to draw up a composite face 
representing God, whose face would you 
include in this picture? The pious face 
of the gentle, blond-haired Jesus with a 
lamb on his shoulder we see in our holy 
pictures? Images of a serenely composed 
and quiet Mary that we see depicted in our 
statues of her? The face of Mother Teresa? 
The face of Therese of Lisieux? The face 
of Dorothy Day? Of Martin Luther King? 
Of Oscar Romero? Of Billy Graham? Of 
Henri Nouwen? Of Rachel Held Evans? 
The face of your mother or father? Would 
you also include the face of your favourite 
comedian or favourite wit? Jerry Seinfeld? 
Bette Midler? Rowan Atkinson? The mis-
chievous face of your colourful uncle tell-

ing a joke?
Any picture of God’s face needs to 

manifest an inner soul that is One, True, 
Good, Beautiful, but also Humorous and 
Mischievous. Funny, while I believe that 
God is the author of humour, I’ve never 
been enamoured by the various artistic de-
pictions of Jesus as laughing uproariously. 
Good idea, good intention, good theology, 
but to my taste, lacking the right nuance. 
That kind of laughing face has an ephem-
eral quality that too easily gives way to 
something else after it’s had its moment. 
God’s face, I suspect, has a quieter, sneak-
ier, more permanent mischievousness to it.

If this is true, if God not only has a sense 
of humour but is also the author of humour 
itself, then humour is an important quality 
within sanctity and holiness. What makes 
for wholeness, maturity, holiness, love, and 
for the kind of person you want beside you 
at the table, here and at the eternal one in 
heaven? Certainly, you want someone who 
manifests the qualities that Jesus asked for 
in the Sermon on the Mount – along with 
a warm, playful, and mischievous sense of 
humour.

l Oblate Fr Ron Rolheiser, theologian, 
teacher, and award-winning author, is 
President of the Oblate School of Theology 
in San Antonio, TX. He writes a weekly col-
umn that is carried in over 90 newspapers 
around the world. He can be contacted 
through his website www.ronrolheiser.
com.

God’s sense of  humour
Fr Ron 

Rolheiser

Book ReVieW
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Dear Boys and Girls,

This week our church celebrates the 
feast day of the Blessed Trinity. The 
word Trinity is a title for God that tells 
us He is three persons in one God. 

Before Jesus came, the people 
didn't know that God was a Trinity. The 
Israelites knew that there was only one 
God, but they didn't know much about 
Him. 

Jesus showed the people that there 
were three Persons in one God, when He 
taught them about Himself, His Father 
and the Holy Spirit. 

The three Persons in the Blessed 
Trinity are all equal but different. It is 
not easy to understand this, but we 
believe it because Jesus taught it. It is 
one of the Mysteries of our Faith. 

What does the Holy Trinity do for us? 
We know that God the Father made 
everything and we are intended to go 
back to Him. The Holy Spirit guides us 
towards Him, and Jesus is the way. 

Every time we make the Sign of the 
Cross or say the “Glory Be” we are 
praying to the Blessed Trinity. 

Aunty Gwen
gwen@herald.com.my
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PENANG: On May 28, Brother George 
Vaithyanathan conducted the altar servers’ 
formation for all language groups. About 13 
altar servers attended the session. During the 
session, servers were reminded that they are 
ministers to serve God and serve God’s people 
by helping their priest and fellow worshippers. 

“Being an altar server is more than just serv-
ing – it about who we are”, said Bro George.

Servers should carry the following attrib-
utes:

S - sacrificial, E - enthusiastic, R - reveren-
tial acts, V - virtuous, I -Inspiring, C - cheerful,                  
E - excellence

Altar Servers’ Formation: 
Serving God and People

WARSAW, Poland: Twen-
ty-two thousand young 
people from Poland and 

Ukraine attended the 26th Led-
nica 2000 meeting on the eve of               
Pentecost.

Pope Francis sent a message to participants 
ahead of the youth festival on June 4.

Speaking at his general audience on June 
1, the Pope said: “Today we begin the month 
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, source 
of love and peace.”

“Open yourselves to this love and take it ‘to 
the ends of the earth,’ witnessing to the good-
ness and mercy that flow from the Heart of 
Jesus.”

The annual gathering at Lednickie Fields 
in west-central Poland has taken place since 
1997. The Dominican priest Fr Jan Góra, who 
founded the meetings, died in 2015.

Fr Tomasz Nowak, OP, the pastor of this 
year’s meeting, said: “The phenomenon of 
Lednica lies in the fact that there is everything 
a young person may need — enthusiasm, joy, 
dancing, and singing, but at the same time 
prayer, Mass, Confession.”

“Young people are looking for love and 
truth, which are not temporary and illusory, 
but which are tried and tested, and which can 
be relied on for eternity.”

Due to the ongoing war in Ukraine, organis-
ers invited refugees to the gathering this year.

“Many of us have taken under our roof 
mothers with children fleeing the drama of 

war. We welcomed them like family. That’s 
why we also want to pray together here 
in Ukrainian — for the miracle of peace in 
Ukraine,” Nowak said.

The meeting was attended by young people 
from various communities and organisations.

“Scouts, altar servers, young people from 
the Light-Life Movement, the Neocatechu-
menate, the Catholic Youth Association, Do-
minican communities, young people from 
almost all existing groups in the Church in 
Poland. They want to be together and enjoy 
one another’s presence,” said the priest.

“The Lednica meetings take place in the 
most important place for our nation: at Led-
nickie Lake, where according to archaeolo-
gists, the Baptism of Poland took place in 966 
AD. This is the source of our identity, and 

this is why we pray every year on the eve of 
Pentecost so that the Holy Spirit would come 
down on us, anoint us, and send us out, just as 
he did on Jesus during his baptism.”

Nowak added: “The culminating moments 
of the meeting are always the Eucharist and 
passing through the Gate of the Third Mil-
lennium, a characteristic and impressive con-
struction in the shape of a fish — a symbol 
of Christianity. This passage is a sign of con-
scious choice of following the way of Christ.”

“But often the young people said that the 
time of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
was the most important moment for them. 
Being alone with Christ in front of a crowd 
of 20,000 in total silence is a moment that 
cannot be forgotten.” — By Justyna Galant, 
CNA

JUNE 12, 2022

SAKILAN DESA, Sandakan: The Church 
of St John the Baptist celebrated the Sac-
raments of Baptism, Reconciliation, and 
Holy Eucharist for children on June 5, 
2022.

In preparation, 35 candidates for Bap-
tism and First Holy Communion, and 
their parents, attended a recollection ses-
sion themed ‘The Last Supper’ from Luke 
22:19. It focused on Jesus’ last supper with 
His disciples as He instituted the new sac-
rificial meal – the Eucharist. Facilitator 
Hendricus Philipus hoped the First Holy 

Communion candidates would continue to 
appreciate the salvation and love of God 
offered through the Eucharist.

He emphasised the importance of par-
ents’ role in nurturing the Catholic faith 
and moulding their children while build-
ing a culture to love the Eucharist. He said 
parents should help inspire their children to 
be courageous in answering God’s call to 
work in His field.

Finally, Hendricus commended the Cat-
echism teachers for their commitment and 
perseverance. — By Paulus Kopong

Children prepare to receive Jesus

22,000 young people 
pray for peace at 
Catholic festival 
in Poland

(photo/Lednica 2000 facebook)
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A youthful night 
of fun and faith

RAWANG: May 28 was an auspicious day 
for 37 candidates from the Church of St 
Jude Thaddeus as they received the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation. 

In his homily, Archbishop Julian Leow 
emphasised the art of listening. He said all 
are called to listen to the call of God, and 
to go forth to serve Him in His vineyard. 

The children were very excited. The 
joy of returning to church and meeting up 
with their friends was something they had 
been looking forward to. 

After two years of simple celebrations, 
today we witnessed a church fully packed, 
with not only the candidates and their god 
parents, but also relatives and other pa-
rishioners who came from far and near to 
join in the celebration. 

Chris David, who represented the can-
didates, thanked the archbishop for cel-
ebrating the Sacrament with them. He 
said Confirmation was not graduation 
day, rather it was more of an initiation 

into adulthood. He said they had pledged 
to become witnesses and soldiers of      
Christ’s army.

Parish priest, Fr Vincent Thomas, ad-

dressed the congregation and thanked 
them all for making the celebration more 
meaningful for the confirmands. He 
asked the godparents to continue to pray 

for their godchildren because the world 
the confirmands will be entering is more 
challenging than before. — By Mercy             
Almeida Stellus

Sacrament of Confirmation at Rawang parish

Confirmands with Archbishop Julian Leow and Fr Vincent Thomas.

KUALA LUMPUR: On May 21, 19 
youths gathered at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd for the first time since being 
grounded at home due to the restrictions 
of COVID-19. The Youth Community or-
ganised “An Evening with the Youth” to 
bring everyone together, growing in faith 
and instilling good communication and 
friendship among them. 

The event started with a fellowship din-
ner, followed by praise and worship. The 
ice breaking session — “A Balloon Game 
of questions,” helped them to get to know 
one another better, while bringing them 
together to be strong in their faith and 
growing closer to God. 

The next session, “Hide and seek”, was 
filled with excitement and challenges. 

One person had to be blind folded while 
being guided by another. This game 
taught them  to gain trust in Christ no 
matter how risky their situations were. 
Even if their minds were clouded by fear 
or obstacles, they were reminded that Je-
sus is present with them. 

We thank our parish priest, Fr Mitchel 
Joseph, for his support in encouraging the 
youth to come together and to stay united.

We are bringing ourselves together to 
the heart of Jesus. It is not easy to bring 
everyone back. But the Holy Spirit makes 
it possible. This event has brought the 
youths together to develop a strong faith 
in Christ and not to stray away from our 
Mother Church. — By Elena Abigail        
Dilani Anthony 

“We took a long break and now 
we’re starting afresh. It’s been a 

couple of years since our youths have ac-
tually gathered as a community. We were 
having activities online but it wasn’t as 
great as meeting physically — everyone 
actually forgot how to gather in the name 
of Christ. This showed how all of us are 
looking to belong in the church and we’re 
glad that we’re making it happen.” — 
Jassefend Augustine Gabriel, 27

“The youth night was a memorable 
event. It was a night full of fun 

games and delicious food. — Judyanne 
Marie Yap, 26 

“I got to know each and every one 
more deeply through the fun ac-

tivities we had. Participating in youth 
activities is definitely helpful for my 
spiritual growth and a firm reminder 
that I’m not journeying alone in my 
life! — Norah Francine Pinto, 18 

“I felt so happy to see the youths 
coming together for the Youth 

Night after two years of not having a 
physical meet up, we even had new 
faces coming in. Seeing everyone chit 
chatting and having fun throughout the 
sessions was a real joy.” — Amelia 
Soundry Wilson, 23 

CHERAS: The Youth Ministry of the 
Church of St Francis of Assisi organ-
ised an outdoor scavenger hunt for its 
members aged 13 - 24, on May 28. 

It was their first physical activity 
since the pandemic hit. The event was 
to draw the parish youth physically 
back to church, and provide a fun and 
interactive way to learn about the Bible. 
There were also other activities like ice-
breaking sessions, telephone games, la-
ser tag, and making a TikTok video. 

The committee members helped fa-
cilitate the 30 participants, who were 
divided into four groups, defined by 
colours — green, blue, pink, and yel-

low. The groups had 90-minutes to 
complete the hunt, which included the 
14 Stations of the Cross around the 
church compound.

At the end of the scavenger hunt, 
each group’s points were tallied. Win-
ners received movie tickets and goodie 
bags, while other participants received 
goodie bags as tokens of appreciation. 
To top the fun-filled day, the youths ani-
mated the sunset Mass.

Based on the positive feedback from 
participants, the event was a huge suc-
cess, and the ministry looks forward in 
organising more activities like this.  — 
By Adrina Anpanandan

Outdoor scavenger hunt
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And we know 
that for those 
who love God 
all things work 

together for good, 
for those who are 
called according 
to his purpose. 

Romans 8:28
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NHA TRANG: A late Franciscan 
priest has been remembered in Vi-
etnam for spending his life teaching 
theology to countless priests and re-
ligious and living a simple life.

Fr Norbert Nguyen Van Khanh 
died of cancer on June 2 in his com-
munity in Nha Trang. He was 81 
years old.

On June 6, Bishop Joseph Vo Duc 
Minh of Nha Trang presided at the 
funeral of Fr Khanh in St Anthony’s 
Church, run by Franciscans.

Some 150 priests joined the cer-
emony attended by hundreds of 
brothers, sisters and laypeople.

“Today is a spe-
cial day that marks 
the 81st birthday 
of our beloved Fr 
Norbert. It is the 
Feast of St Norbert, 
his patron saint. We 
should express our 
deep gratitude to his 
family for offering 
him to the Church, 
and especially to 
God, for giving him 
countless graces during his life,” 
Bishop Minh said.

The prelate called on participants 
to make a spiritual pilgrimage to 
the diocese’s Shrine of the Blessed 
Mother to receive plenary indul-
gence and then give back to their 
beloved priest.

He said the late priest was a disci-
ple of Jesus, a teacher in the Church 
and a brother and friend of all peo-
ple. He was from a good family who 
sought wisdom, not from the world 
but from God’s word.

Noting that he left his family and 
native soil to carry his cross and fol-
low Jesus, the bishop said: “He had 
to lose everything in order to gain 
the greatest advantage — to know 
Jesus and belong to Him.”

Bishop Minh said the late theol-
ogy professor loved learning. He 
broadened his knowledge and care-
fully listened to and discussed theol-
ogy and the Scriptures with others so 
as to bear witness to Jesus.

The prelate said he was a good, 
qualified and experienced teacher 
of the Franciscans, the local Stella 

Maris Major Seminary that provides 
priestly formation to students from 
three dioceses, men and women reli-
gious orders, and generations of lay 
people. He authored many books on 
biblical, dogmatic and moral theolo-
gy and Franciscan spirituality, which 
are used as textbooks in Church in-
stitutes.

“He was a true teacher in the 
Church as he preached peace, unity, 
solidarity and joy to improve all peo-
ple,” he said.

The 78-year-old prelate said the 
priest lived like a brother among 
all people as he wanted to be a con-

figuration of Jesus. 
He suffered excru-
ciating pain from 
his cancer, the tri-
als and tribulations 
in his life, and the 
ignominy of being 
Catholic, Jesus’ dis-
ciple and teaching 
Christian issues.

Franciscan Fr 
John of God Nguyen 
Phuoc, deputy pro-

vincial superior of the Franciscans 
in Vietnam, said his older confrere 
was famous for his gentility and 
was never angry with other people. 
He made an excellent impression on 
those who met him.

Fr Phuoc said the late priest gra-
ciously accepted his disease. When 
he was diagnosed with cancer 25 
years ago, doctors told him that he 
could only live for six more months. 
God let him live longer, thanks to 
prayers, help, medicine and tender 
care from many people, he said.

Born in the northern province of 
Nghe An in 1941, Fr Khanh moved 
with his family to Nha Trang in 1955 
and entered a local Franciscan semi-
nary. He took his first vows in 1963 
and was ordained to the priesthood 
in 1970. He studied in France from 
1963-73 and obtained a doctorate in 
theology from the Catholic Institute 
of Paris.

After returning to Vietnam, Fr 
Khanh was in charge of training 
young Franciscans and taught at 
seminaries, institutes and congrega-
tions. — ucanews.com

Vietnam Catholics 
pay tribute to 

Franciscan theologian

SHALOM 
CARELINE

Monday to Sunday
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Need emotional support?

Call us: 
03-2723 7272

          

4th Anniversary                                                
In Ever Loving Memory Of

It broke our hearts                      
to lose you, But you did 
not go alone. A part of 
us went with you, the 

day God took you home.

If tears could build a 
stairway, and heartaches 
make a lane, we’d walk 
our way to heaven and 
bring you back again.

In life we loved you 
dearly, in death we love 
you still, in our hearts 

you hold a place                       
no one could ever fill.

Deeply missed but preciously cherished by                    
beloved wife, daughter and all who knew him.

STEPHEN PETER 
SANDA

Departed: 13 June 2018

Dad/ Ah Kong....it has been 
four years of your passing. 

Never a day goes by without 
thinking of you. 

Teh tarik at the mamak’s 
stall where we spent Sunday 

evenings for hours never 
bored us...

In short....we miss you                  
dad/Ah Kong.

Forever remembered, cherished and deeply missed by 
children, spouses, grandchildren                                               

and great grandchildren.

4th Anniversary                                                     
In Ever Loving Memory of Our Beloved 

Father / Grandfather / Great-Grandfather
CHRISTOPHER TAN 

CHENG SAN
From the Lord: 9-7-1932 To 

the Lord: 15-6-2018

30th Anniversary               
In Loving Memory of

“I have called you by name; 
You are Mine” Isaiah 43:1

Fondly loved and                  
forever remembered by            

wife Adaikela Mary, children 
and all loved ones.

Paul Raj Rayappen
Born: 18 November 1942 
Departed : 14 June 1992

          

7th Year Anniversary                                                
In Loving Memory of

LUCAS LEE 
PAK KEONG 

Departed: 
10th June, 2015

Surely your goodness 
and love will follow me 
all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the 

house of the                    
Lord forever.’ 
(Psalm 23:6)

Deeply missed and forever cherished by:
Wife: Mrs Lucas Lee (Marie)
Daughter:  Lilian Lee Li Lian

Brothers & Sisters, In-laws, Nephews, Nieces,
Grand Nephews and Grand Nieces

Godchildren, Relatives and Friends.

          

Your very best you gave, Long years of humble service 
and quiet love, Through days of sun and darkness, Till 
the very end silent and brave. Please always know we 

love you, Though many years can come and go, No 
one can take your place.

Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.                  
Ps 33:12

11th Anniversary                                            
In Loving Memory of

Simon Fernandez
From the Lord: 31.08.1929                                          

To the Lord: 10.06.2011

Franciscans pray for the late Fr Norbert Nguyen Van Khanh in Nha Trang on 
June 2, 2022. (UCA News Photo/giaophannhatrang.org)

He had to lose 
everything in order 
to gain the greatest 
advantage to know 
Jesus and belong 

to him.
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Today we continue to reflect on the 
elderly, on grandparents, on old age 
– the word seems ugly but no, the 

elderly are great, they are beautiful! And 
today we will let ourselves be inspired by 
the splendid book of Ruth, a jewel of the 
Bible. The parable of Ruth sheds light on 
the beauty of family bonds: generated by 
the relationship of a couple, but which go 
beyond it. 

Bonds of love capable of being equally 
strong, in which the perfection of that poly-
hedron of fundamental affections that make 
up the family grammar of love shines. This 
grammar brings vital lymph and generative 
wisdom to the set of relationships that build 
up the community. With regard to the Canti-
cle of Canticles, the Book of Ruth is like the 
other panel in the diptych of nuptial love. 

Just as important, just as essential, it in-
deed celebrates the power and the poetry 
that must inhabit the bonds of generation, 
kinship, devotion and fidelity that involve 
the entire family constellation. And which 
even become capable, in the dramatic con-
junctures in the life of a couple, of bringing 
an unimaginable power of love, able to re-
launch hope and the future.

We know that clichés about the bonds of 
kinship created by marriage, especially that 
of the mother-in-law, the relationship be-
tween mother- and daughter-in-law, speak 
against this perspective. But, precisely for 
this reason, the word of God becomes pre-
cious. The inspiration of faith can open up 
a horizon of witness that counters the most 
common prejudices, a horizon that is pre-
cious for the entire human community. I 
invite you to rediscover the book of Ruth! 
Especially in the meditation on love and in 
catechesis on the family.

This short book also contains valuable 
teaching on the alliance of the generations: 
where youth reveals itself to be capable of 
restoring enthusiasm to mature age — this 
is essential: when youth restores enthusi-
asm to the elderly — and where old age dis-
covers it is capable of reopening the future 
to wounded youth. 

At the beginning, the elderly Naomi, 
although moved by the affection of her 
daughters-in-law, widowed by her two 
sons, is pessimistic with regard to their 
destiny within a population that is not their 
own. She therefore affectionately encourag-
es the young women to return to their fami-
lies to rebuild their lives — these widows 
were young. She says, “I can do nothing for 
you”. This already appears to be an act of 
love: the elderly woman, without a husband 
and without her sons, insists that her daugh-
ters-in-law abandon her. However, it is also 
a sort of resignation: there is no possible 
future for the foreign widows, without the 
protection of a husband. Ruth knows this, 
and resists this generous offer — she does 
not want to go home. The bond established 
between mother — and daughter-in-law 
was blessed by God: Naomi cannot ask to 
be abandoned. 

At first, Naomi appears more resigned 
than happy about this offer: perhaps she 
thinks that this strange bond will aggravate 
the risk for both of them. In some cases, the 
tendency of the elderly towards pessimism 
needs to be countered by the affectionate 
pressure of the young.

Indeed, Naomi, moved by Ruth’s devo-
tion, will emerge from her pessimism and 
even take the initiative, opening up a new 
future for Ruth. She instructs and encourag-
es Ruth, her son’s widow, to win a new hus-

band in Israel. Boaz, the candidate, shows 
his nobility, defending Ruth from the men 
in his employ. Unfortunately, this is a risk 
that still exists today.

Ruth’s new marriage is celebrated and the 
worlds are again pacified. The women of Is-
rael tell Naomi that Ruth, the foreigner, is 
worth “more than seven sons” and that the 
marriage will be a “blessing of the Lord”. 
Naomi, who was full of bitterness and even 
said that her name was bitterness, in her old 
age, will know the joy of having a part in 
the generation of a new birth. Look how 
many “miracles” accompany the conver-
sion of this elderly woman! She converts 
to the commitment of making herself avail-
able, with love, for the future of a genera-
tion wounded by loss and at risk of aban-
donment. The points of reconstruction are 
those that, on the basis of the probability 
drawn by commonplace prejudices, ought 
to generate insuperable fractures. Instead, 
faith and love enable them to be overcome: 
the mother-in-law overcomes her jealousy 
for her own son, loving Ruth’s new bond; 
the women of Israel overcome their distrust 
of the foreigner (and if women will do it, 
everyone will); the vulnerability of the lone 
girl, faced with male power, is reconciled 
with a bond full of love and respect.

And all this because the young Ruth is 
obstinate in her fidelity to a bond exposed 
to ethnic and religious prejudice. And I re-
turn to what I said at the beginning – today 
the mother-in-law is a mythical figure: I 
won’t say that we think of the mother-in-
law as the devil but she is always thought 
of as an unpleasant figure. But the mother-
in-law is the mother of your husband, she is 
the mother of your wife. Let us think today 
about this rather widespread feeling that the 

farther away the mother-in-law is, the bet-
ter. No! She is a mother, she is elderly. 

One of the most beautiful things about 
grandmothers is seeing the grandchildren 
— when their children have children of 
their own, they come alive again. Look 
closely at the relationship you have with 
your mothers-in-law: at times they are a bit 
special, but they have been the mother to 
your spouse, they have given you every-
thing. We should at least make them happy, 
so that they go forth into their old age with 
joy. And if they have some fault, we should 
help them to correct it. And to you, mothers-
in-law, I say: be careful with your tongue, 
because its misuse is one of the worst sins 
of mothers-in-law. Be careful.

And Ruth, in this book, accepts her moth-
er-in-law and makes her come alive again, 
and the elderly Naomi takes the initiative 
of reopening the future for Ruth, instead 
of limiting herself to enjoying her support. 
If the young open themselves to gratitude 
for what they have received, and the el-
derly take the initiative of relaunching their 
future, nothing can stop the flourishing of 
God’s blessings among peoples! 

Do not forget, may young people speak 
with their grandparents, may the young 
speak with the old, may the old speak with 
the young. This bridge must be rebuilt in a 
strong way — there is a current of salva-
tion, of happiness there. May the Lord help 
us, doing this, to grow in harmony with 
families, that constructive harmony that 
goes from the oldest to the youngest, that 
beautiful bridge that we must protect and 
safeguard.

Franciscan priest St. Anthony of 
Padua is popularly known as 

the patron saint of lost and stolen 
articles. But during his lifetime, 
he was known as the “Hammer of 
Heretics” due to the powerful wit-
ness of his life and his preaching. 
Although known to the Church 
as Anthony of Padua, he was not 
born in the Italian city of Padua, 
nor was he originally named An-
thony. 

At birth, he was baptised Ferdi-
nand in Lisbon, Portugal in 1195. 
At a young age, Ferdinand ini-
tially lived in a monastery of the 
Augustinian order outside Lisbon. 
But he disliked the distraction of 
constant visits from his friends 
and moved to a more remote 
house of the same order. Some 
nine years later, in 1221, he got 
permission to leave the Augustin-
ians and join a small Franciscan 
monastery started by Francis of 
Assisi. At that time, he took the 
name Anthony, after the fourth-
century desert monk St Anthony 
of Egypt. 

Anthony wanted to imitate the 

Franciscan martyrs who had died 
trying to convert the Muslims of 
Morocco. He travelled on a ship 
to Africa for this purpose, but be-
came seriously ill and could not 
carry out his intention. The ship 
that was supposed to take him to 
Spain for treatment was blown 
off course, and ended up in Italy. 
Through this series of mishaps, 
Anthony ended up near Assisi, 

where St Francis was holding a 
major meeting for the members of 
his order. Despite poor health, An-
thony stayed in Italy to be closer 
to St Francis himself. He deliber-
ately concealed his deep knowl-
edge of theology and Scripture 
and offered to serve in the kitchen 
among the brothers.

Around 1224, Anthony was 
forced to deliver an improvised 
speech before an assembly of Do-
minicans and Franciscans, and his 
eloquence stunned the crowd. St 
Francis soon learned what kind of 
man the dishwashing priest was 
and he permitted Anthony to teach 
theology in the Franciscan order.

At age 36, he became very ill 
and asked to be taken back to Pad-
ua, where on June 13, he died af-
ter receiving the last sacraments. 
Anthony’s well-established holi-
ness, combined with the many 
miracles he worked during his 
lifetime, moved Pope Gregory IX 
– who knew the saint personally 
– to canonise him a year after his 
death. He was named a Doctor of 
the Church in 1946. — Agencies

St Anthony of Padua
Welshman Hervé was born 

blind to a popular bard, Hy-
varnion, and his wife Rivanone. 
The bard, unfortunately, died at 
a young age leaving his wife and 
son in poverty. Hervé’s mother 
entrusted her young son to the 
care of his uncle, Urzel, who had 
opened a school in Plouvein. 

Initially, Hervé took up the life 
of a bard, following in his father’s 
footsteps. But after relocating to 
Brittany, he joined the monastic 
life and was renowned for holi-
ness and wonder-working. In 
time, Herve was made superior to 
the school and small monastery. 
He later moved the monastery to 
Lanhorneau.

St Hervé is said to have had a 
special power over animals. One 
legend relates that he had a do-
mesticated wolf as a pet. One day 
Hervé’s wolf attacked and killed 
the ox that the monks relied on to 
pull the plow in the fields. 

Hervé preached a power-
ful sermon and the wolf was so 
contrite it asked to be allowed to 
serve in place of the ox. For this 

reason, Hervé is often depicted 
with a wolf wearing a yoke. 
Hervé died around the mid-sixth 
century and was celebrated for 
his holiness, powerful preaching, 
and love of music. He is honoured 
as one of the patron saints of the 
blind. — Agencies

St Hervé 

Feast day: June 13

Feast day: June 17

Saints of the week

A Catechesis on Old Age : 
Naomi, the alliance between the 
generations that opens up the future 



‘Be moral guides,             
but drop the lace’

VATICAN: The COVID-19 pandemic not 
only caused a one-year delay in holding the 
World Meeting of Families, it also prompted a 
look at new ways to involve Catholic families 
from around the world and to ensure that they 
take the lead in ministering to each other.

Gabriella Gambino, undersecretary of the 
Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life, pre-
sided over a news conference at the Vatican 
recently to present the final programme for the 
gathering June 22-26 online and in Rome.

Instead of including academic theological 
conferences, she said, the 2022 version of the 
World Meeting of Families will feature mo-
ments of “encounter, listening and discussion” 
among those engaged in pastoral work with 
couples and families.

And, she said, the lead will be taken by fam-
ilies from around the world who are working 
with priests and bishops to promote healthy 
marriages and strong families and to assist 
those in difficulty.

The congress, which will be livestreamed 
and translated into English, Spanish, French, 
Portuguese and Italian as well as Italian sign 
language and English sign language, will 

cover topics ranging from promoting collabo-
ration between priests and married couples 
to accompanying couples in their first year 
of marriage. Difficult topics like forgiveness 
and healing after a betrayal or helping families 
dealing with addiction also will be part of the 
agenda, Gambino said.

Asked by a reporter if same-sex couples 
would be welcome at the meeting, she re-
sponded that in the Church’s pastoral outreach, 
“the idea is to promote a process of welcome, 
accompaniment and discernment” that helps 
every Catholic move toward what the world 
meeting’s theme professes, Family Love: A 
Vocation and a Path to Holiness.

In total, she said, there will be some 30 pan-
els with a total of 62 speakers — only three of 
whom are priests. Most are married couples; 
they come from 17 countries and are involved 
in outreach to families through their parish, 
diocese, bishops’ conference or movement.

About 2,000 official delegates from 120 
nations will attend the Rome meeting, repre-
senting bishops’ conferences and international 
Catholic movements and organisations. About 
75 per cent of the delegates are laypeople, 

while the others are bishops or priests in charge 
of marriage and family offices or committees.

Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei will be 
represented by seven delegates. Fr Peter                          
Anthoney from the Kuala Lumpur Archdio-
cese and Neil Mah of Kota Kinabalu Arch-
diocese, the secretary of the Regional Family 
Life Commission will lead the delegation. The 
other members are Sheila and Robert Basker 
from Kuala Lumpur Archdiocese, Deacon La-
zarus Jonathan and his wife, Alponse Arokiam 

from Penang Diocese and Shirley Lee from 
Singapore Archdiocese.

The event will kick off June 22 with the 
“Festival of Families,” an event that previ-
ously was held on the Saturday night before 
the world meeting ended. In addition to prayer 
and music, the festival will feature the testimo-
nies of five families talking about: the call to 
sacramental marriage, the call to holiness, the 
call to forgiveness, the call to welcome and the 
call to fraternity. — NCR

VATICAN: Pope Francis told priests and 
bishops from the Italian island of Sicily to be 
strong moral guides, and to update their art and 
vestments in conformity with Church reforms.

“In Sicily, people still look to priests as spir-
itual and moral guides, people who can also 
help to improve the civil and social life of the 
island, to support the family, and to be a refer-
ence for growing young people. High and de-
manding is the Sicilian people’s expectation of 
priests,” the Pope said during a June 9 meeting 
at the Vatican.

In improvised comments during his speech, 
Francis also addressed a topic that he said 
“worries” him: the progress of the reforms of 
the Second Vatican Council, particularly relat-
ing to the liturgy.

“I don’t know, because I don’t go to Mass 
in Sicily and I don’t know how the Sicilian 
priests preach, whether they preach as was 
suggested in [the 2013 apostolic exhortation] 
Evangelii Gaudium or whether they preach in 
such a way that people go out for a cigarette 
and then come back,” the Pope said.

He suggested that after eight minutes of 
a homily, most people’s attention begins to 
wane.

Noting that he had seen photos from Mass-
es in Sicily, the Holy Father appeared also to 
comment on the use of lace on the vestments 
priests wear while celebrating Mass.

“Where are we 60 years after the Council,” 
he said. “Some updating even in liturgical art, 
in liturgical ‘fashion.’”

“Yes, sometimes bringing some of grand-
ma’s lace is appropriate, sometimes. It’s to pay 
homage to grandma, right?” he continued. “It’s 
good to honour grandma, but it’s better to cel-
ebrate the mother, Holy Mother Church, and 
how Mother Church wants to be celebrated. So 
that insularity does not prevent the true liturgi-

cal reform that the Council sent out.”
In his speech in the Apostolic Palace, Pope 

Francis reflected on the changing times, in-
cluding the decline in vocations.

The 85-year-old Pope, who has made pub-
lic appearances in a wheelchair since May 5 
due to knee pain, said that priests and bishops 
needed to make courageous choices, with the 
discernment of the Holy Spirit, about how to 
share the Gospel of Christ today.

“We witness in Sicily behaviours and ges-
tures marked by great virtues as well as cruel 
heinousness,” he said. “As well, alongside 
masterpieces of extraordinary artistic beauty 
we see scenes of mortifying neglect.”

He noted the declining social situation, 
including the fall in population due to a low 
birthrate and the exodus of young people look-
ing for work.

“We need to understand how and in what 
direction Sicily is experiencing the change 
of age and what paths it could take, in order 
to proclaim, in the fractures and joints of this 

change, the Gospel of Christ,” he said.
“This task, while entrusted to the entire peo-

ple of God, asks of us priests and bishops full, 
total, and exclusive service,” Pope Francis 
commented.

“Please, do not stand in the middle of the 
road,” he urged. “Faced with the awareness 
of our weaknesses, we know that the will of 
Christ places us in the heart of this challenge.”

“The key to everything is in his call,” he un-
derlined, “on which we lean to take to the sea 
and cast our nets again. We do not even know 
ourselves, but if we return to the call, we can-
not ignore that face who has met us and drawn 
us behind Himself, even united us to Himself, 
as our tradition teaches when it states that in 
the liturgy we even act ‘in persona Christi.’”

“This full unity, this identification, we cannot 
limit it to the celebration, but rather we must 
live it fully in every moment of life, mindful 
of the Apostle Paul’s words: ‘No longer do I 
live, but Christ lives in me,’” he said. — By            
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

World Meeting of Families opens on June 22 in Rome  

For families
We pray for Christian families around the world; may 
they embody and experience unconditional love and 

advance in holiness in their daily lives.
Download the Click To Pray 

updates now.

June 12, 2022

VATICAN: Catholics across the globe 
are invited to take part in a Massive Open 
Online Course on the topic of Common 
Discernment and Decision Making in the 
Church.

The initiative comes as part of the Synod 
on synodality, which is currently in the di-
ocesan phase and is set to culminate with 
Bishops gathering in Rome in 2023.

The online courses are open to all, and 
begins in July with a three-week course 
which hopes to offer formation in “theol-
ogy and practice of synodality” to over 
100,000 people.

The courses are hosted by Formacion 
Continua Online of Boston College’s 
School of Theology and Ministry. They are 
sponsored by the Bishops’ Conferences of 
Latin America, Europe, and Asia, as well 
as the Jesuits in Latin America and the or-
ganisations of Superiors General of male 
and female religious congregations.

According to a press release, the Synod 
on synodality “represents a new stage in 
ecclesial life that invites us to generate pro-
cesses of conversion and reform in order to 
build a Synodal Church for this third mil-
lennium.”

The first course will offer conferences, 
in-depth talks, and testimonies from vari-
ous representatives of local Churches and 
their experience of synodality.

“All courses are completely free of 
charge and will be offered online in several 
languages. 

Those interested can register via this 
link: https://formaciononline.bc.edu/es/
register-home/

Free online 
courses on 
discernment and 
decision making

Pope Francis meets the bishops and priests of the churches of Sicily, Italy, in the Vatican’s 
Clementine Hall on June 9, 2022. (Vatican Media)

(Vatican News photo)

Malaysian delegation will be part of the meeting

https://formaciononline.bc.edu/es/register-home/

